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PREFACE 


Genealogy,  or  family  history,  is  to  many — in  these  modern  days — a  subject  which 
does  not  appeal.  The  rush  of  life  in  the  present  time,  with  its  problems,  its  difficulties, 
its  noise,  its  commercialism,  seems  to  shut  out  any  desire  for  a  vision  of  bygone  days, 
and  a  knowledge  of  those  who  have  played  their  part  in  other  times  in  making  us  what 
we  are  to-day. 

Some  regard  the  study  of  genealogy  as  foolishness,  claiming  that  it  is  what  we  are 
to-day  alone  which  is  worthy  of  consideration,  overlooking  the  factors  in  the  past  which 
unite  in  making  each  one  of  us  what  we  are,  to  a  very  great  extent,  in  the  present.  It 
is  well  to  stop  for  a  few  moments,  in  this  present-day  rush,  to  consider  the  influences, 
both  for  good  and  evil,  which  come  from  our  many  ancestors — whether  we  acknowledge 
the  fact  or  not.  The  vision  will  do  us  no  harm.  It  will  convey  to  our  minds  either  a 
deep  sense  of  gratitude  for  the  great  help  which  comes  to  us  to-day  from  those  of  our 
ancestors  who  have  lived  honourable,  true  and  noble  lives,  or  will  serve  as  a  beacon 
warning  us,  as  mariners  upon  Life’s  sea,  of  the  rocks  which  have  caused  some  of  our 
antecedents  sorrow,  trouble  and  suffering.  This  vision  will  also  show  to  each  one  of  11s 
the  tremendous  responsibility  which  rests  upon  us  as  touching  our  own  lives  in  their 
influence  upon  generations  yet  unborn. 

No  thoughtful  man,  or  woman,  who  will  stop  to  consider  the  children  born  to  any 
parents,  will  deny  the  influences  suggested  ;  influences  coming  down  to  the  present 
frequently  from  quite  remote  ancestry.  Few  children  in  one  family  are  alike  ;  they  may 
bear  a  family  resemblance,  but  in  disposition,  in  temperament  and  individual  character, 
how  dissimilar  !  These  characteristics  come  to  each  one  of  us  down  the  centuries  through 
the  blood  which  runs  in  our  veins,  and  therefore  marriage  alliance  is  no  light  thing. 
It  is  a  matter  of  far  more  serious  consideration  than  is  often  the  case. 

The  history  of  the  Higgs  Family  of  South  Stoke,  in  the  county  of  Oxfordshire,  and 
of  Thatcham  in  the  county  of  Berks,  together  with  a  vast  amount  of  matter  relative  to 
those  of  this  patronymic  in  other  counties  and  countries,  has  been  written  as  a  record  of 
one  of  the  yeoman  families  of  England.  The  yeomen  of  England  have,  through  the 
centuries,  been  the  backbone  of  the  country,  and  have — living  in  close  association  with 
Nature— been  for  the  most  part  men  of  sterling  worth.  As  a  class  they  have  provided 
the  country  with  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  both  Church  and  State,  and  in  this 
the  Higgs  family  has  played  a  worthy  part.  The  record  of  this  particular  yeoman 
family  has  been  gathered  from  a  mass  of  material  collected  by  myself  and  the  late  Mr. 
Frederick  Higgs  of  Streatham,  Surrey,  who  spent  many  years  of  his  life  in  genea¬ 
logical,  topographical  and  historical  research,  and  whose  intention  it  was  to  have  published 
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this  book,  at  least  in  part,  had  he  lived  to  complete  his -task  ;  whilst  that  of  the  American 
Higgses,  and  some  of  their  descendants,  has  been  compiled  by  Miss  M.  A.  Higgs  of 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina — a  genealogist  of  repute  in  the  United  States,  who  has  united 
with  us  her  efforts  to  make  this  book  as  complete  a  record  as  possible,  instead  of  publish¬ 
ing  a  separate  work  as  was  at  first  her  intention.  The  aim  has  been  to  record  as  faithful 
a  history  as  possible  of  the  Higges,  or  Higgs,  family  settled  in  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
century  at  South  Stoke,  in  Oxfordshire,  giving  an  account  of  that  branch  of  the  family 
who  settled  in  the  Berkshire  parish  of  Thatcham  from  that  place,  with  some  record  of 
those  Higgses  resident  at  an  early  date  in  many  other  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  counties 
of  Oxford  and  Berks.  An  effort  has  also  been  made  to  show  the  close  relationship, 
which  has  unquestionably  been  proven  in  many  instances,  between  these  various  branches 
of  an  ancient  stock  settled  in  the  Cotswold  Hills  and  the  country  adjacent  to  Gloucester, 
as  well  as  to  preserve  a  record  of  all  of  this  patronymic — not  necessarily  of  a  common 
origin — found  at  an  early  period  dwelling  in  other  counties  and  now  widely  spread  all 
over  the  world. 

A  whole  chapter  has  been  devoted  to  the  life  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke  (who  was  Chaplain  to  the  unfortunate  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia  for  many 
years,  and  later  a  Chaplain  to  her  more  unfortunate  brother,  King  Charles  I),  for 
some  time  Dean  of  Lichfield,  and  a  Protestant  clergyman  who  greatly  suffered  during 
the  Civil  War. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  show  how  religious  strife,  and  enmity,  has  been  at  the  root 
of  most  of  the  troubles  through  which  this  yeoman  family  has  passed  in  the  various 
centuries,  and  also  to  give  some  idea  of  the  conditions  of  life  during  each  period  of 
English  history.  In  the  religious  struggles,  as  well  as  in  other  matters,  the  pendulum 
has  swung  from  one  extreme  to  the  other,  the  one  being  no  more  beneficial  to  the  people 
than  the  opposite,  and  in  the  old  saying,  “  History  repeats  itself  ”,  there  is  ample  food 
for  thought  in  the  twentieth  century  ! 

In  the  following  lines,  by  an  unknown  author,  gleaned  many  years  ago  from  the 
‘  Records  of  the  Anglo-Norman  House  of  Glanville  ’,  by  Wm.  Urmston  S.  Glanville- 
Richards,  there  is  a  truth,  cutting  like  a  two-edged  sword,  which  is  well  to  realize  in 
connection  with  the  study  of  genealogy  : 

“  What  profit  pedigree,  or  long  descent, 

From  farre-fetcht  blood,  or  painted  monument 
Of  thy  great-grandsire’s  visage  ?  ’tis  most  sad 
To  trust  unto  the  worth  another  had, 

For  keeping  up  thy  fame,  which  else  would  fall, 

If  besides  birth  there  be  no  worth  at  all. 

For,  who  counts  him  a  gentleman  whose  grace 
Is  all  in  name,  and  otherwise  is  base  ? 

Or,  who  will  honour  him  whose  Honour’s  shame, 

Noble  in  nothing  but  a  noble  name  ? 

'Tis  better  to  be  meanly  born  and  good, 

Than  one  unworthy  of  his  noble  blood  ; 

Though  all  thy  walls  shine  with  thy  pedigree, 

Yet  Virtue  only  makes  Nobility  ! 

Then,  to  be  worthy  of  thy  fathers’  name, 

Learn  out  the  good  they  did,  and  do  the  same, 

For,  if  thou  bear’st  their  arms  and  not  their  fame, 

Those  emblems  of  their  worth,  will  be  thy  shame  ”. 

We  have  a  just  right  to  be  proud  of  the  honourable  record  of  those  from  whom  we 
come,  but  unless  we  follow  in  their  steps,  their  very  record  but  shows  how  far  short  we 
have  come  in  the  attainment  of  what  they  achieved. 
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Let  us  not  forget  that  everyone  has  a  lineage;  the  only  difference  is  that  some 
have  a  record  and  some  have  not,  and  only  in  a  right  use  of  the  knowledge  we  may  have 
is  real  benefit  to  be  gained. 

One  average  human  body  is  as  valuable  in  its  component  parts  as  another.  Dr. 
Allan  Craig,  Associate  Director  of  the  American  College  of  Surgeons,  during  the  course 
of  a  discussion  as  to  whether  medical  science  and  religion  were  diametrically  opposing 
forces  before  the  Congress  of  the  College  of  Surgeons,  recently  asserted  : 

“  Consider  the  average  150  lb.  body  of  a  man  from  its  chemical  aspect.  ...  It 
contains  lime  enough  to  whitewash  a  fair-sized  chicken  coop  ;  phosphorus  enough  to 
make  2200  matches,  and  a  pinch  of  sulphur  ;  sugar  enough  to  fill  a  small  shaker  ;  iron 
to  make  three  tenpenny  nails  ;  plus  water.  The  total  value  of  these  ingredients  is 
98  cents  (4s.  id.),  or  about  60  cents  (2s.  6 d.)  a  hundredweight  ‘  on  the  hoof  ’.  Yet,  the 
insurance  company  places  the  economic  value  of  a  man  at  $5000  ({1000) !  How  do  they 
account  for  the  difference  of  $4999.02  (£999  155.  nd.)  ? 

“  It  is  the  Spirit  within  Him  that  makes  the  man  supreme  in  the  world,  and  allows 
him  to  control  materialistic  things.  Medical  science  and  religion  are  complementary  to 
each  other.  One  always  feels  sorry  for  the  individual  who  cannot  visualize  anything  in 
life  beyond  what  he  can  see  in  a  test-tube,  or  under  a  microscope  !  Who  can  appreciate 
the  spirit  within  ?  " 


So,  whilst  some  may  say,  “  What’s  the  use  of  Family  History  ?  We  are  all  descended 
from  a  gardener  who  lost  his  place  for  stealing  his  Master's  fruit  ”,  which  is  perfectly 
true  in  the  common  history  of  man,  yet  in  studying  the  history  of  families  of  mankind, 
and  the  individual  characters  who  go  to  make,  and  maintain,  the  family  history,  we  lind 
that  there  is  a  vast  difference  in  such  histories  of  families,  and  of  men,  and  that  difference 
is  the  spirit  and  the  character. 

The  endeavour  has  therefore  been  to  show  the  spirit,  and  the  character,  of  those 
who  have  contributed  their  part  in  the  making  of  the  history  of  the  Higgs  family  as  a 
whole  ;  and  whether  strong  Protestants  within  the  Established  Church,  or  dissenting 
from  that  Church,  the  great  majority  have  played  their  part  in  making  an  honourable 
family  record,  and  have  surely  set  an  example  worthy  to  be  followed  by  subsequent 
generations. 

To  the  Memory  of  All  Such  this  book  has  been  written.  In  particular,  however, 
as  a  very  humble  tribute,  in  memory  of  the  lives,  and  personalities,  of  Three  Cousins 
of  the  Thatcham  Branch,  grandchildren  of  the  late  Caleb  Higgs,  Yeoman  of  Fursedown 
Farm,  in  the  Parish  of  Streatham,  Surrey,  and  of  ('old  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham, 
Berkshire,  namely  : 


1.  SARA,  daughter  of  the  late  Caleb  Higgs  of  Cheam,  and  Malden,  Surrey,  who  as  the 
wife  of  John  Turner  1<ae  of  Stamford  Hill,  London,  became  the  founder  of  “  The 
Cirls’  Cuild  of  Good  Life  ”  at  Hoxton,  and  of  the  “  Queen  Mary  Hostel  ”  there. 
For  just  sixty  years  she  worked  unceasingly  for  the  uplifting  of  the  lives  of  the 
girls  and  women  of  that  thickly  populated  district  in  N  IC  London,  and  of  her  life 
it  has  been  truly  said,  “  She  was  a  woman  of  great  prayer  ;  a  woman  of  great 
love  ;  one  who  believed  that  in  every  human  heart  there  is  something  of  God  ”, 
and  that  “  Few  priests  in  London  ever  have  received  such  confidences  as  were 
given  to  her  ”  (  ide  Chapter  VIII). 
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The  late 
John 
Turn  icr 
Rae 
or 

St am for o 
Hill, 
London. 


Sara,  wife 
of  John  Turner 
Rae  and  dau, 
of  Caleb  Higgs 
of  Worcester 
Lark  Farm, 

Che  am, 

Co.  Surrey, 
by  Dorcas 
Jenner  ms 
WIFE. 


The  Unveiling  of  the  War  Memorial  at  Stockwell,  3  April,  1922. 

William  IIiggs  TI.R.H.  Princess  Alice  His  Worship 

of  Stockwell.  looking  towards  the  The  Mayor  of 

children  of  tiie  Lamiikth. 

Spurgeon  Orphan  Homes. 

2.  WILLIAM,  my  father,  who  succeeded  his  father  William  Higgs  as  Treasurer  of  the 
“  Spurgeon  Orphan  Homes  ”  at  Stockwell,  Surrey,  and  whose  life-work  may  be 
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said  to  have  been  the  care  of  the  widows  and  orphans  connected  with  those  Homes, 
of  which  his  father  was  one  of  the  co-founders.  Like  his  cousin,  Sara  Rae,  he 
shrank  from  any  enlogium,  but  of  his  life  the  Rev.  J.  Stuart  Holden,  D.D.,  Vicar 
of  St.  Paul's  Church,  Portman  Square,  London,  where  he  held  office  for  some  years 
before  he  passed  away,  said  :  “  His  debt  to  God  he  realized  was  payable  at  the  bank 
of  human  nature,  and  hence  his  readiness  to  labour  in  any  cause  which  made  for 
the  extension  of  God’s  Kingdom,  and  the  betterment,  and  happiness  of  human 
life”.  ‘‘What  accounted,  what  accounts  for  such  a  life  of  purity  and  love,  such 
unblemished  character,  such  constant  fidelity  in  every  relationship  of  life,  such  a 
quiet,  glowing,  radiant,  confident  faith  ?  ”  asked  Dr.  Holden  at  his  funeral  service, 
2i  January,  1924  ;  and  the  answer,  in  part,  was  given,  ‘‘  His  simple  faith  in  the 
Christ  of  the  Bible”.  He  was  a  man  dearly  loved  and  respected  by  all  with  whom 
he  came  in  contact  because  of  his  great  sense  of  justice  ;  his  great  humility  of 
character  ;  and  his  far-sighted  vision,  which  saw  beneath  and  beyond  the  bounds 
of  Party,  of  Race,  or  of  Creed  [vide  Chapter  X). 

3.  FREDERICK,  eldest  surviving  son  of  the  late  George  Higgs  of  Streatham,  Surrey, 
and  Ann  Smith  Corderoy,  his  wife,  who  did  so  much  towards  the  compiling  of 


Frederick  Higgs,  F.I.O.B.,  oe  Streatham  Hill,  Co.  Surrey,  1858-1928. 

the  record  of  the  Higgs  family  of  1  hatcham,  and  the  Cordekoys  with  their 
descendants  of  that  Berkshire  parish,  with  the  one  aim  in  view  that  the  piinted 
history  so  recorded,  giving  the  high  example  set  by  the  lives  of  many,  may  be  an 
incentive  to  the  present  generation,  and  generations  yet  to  be,  to  follow  in  theii 
steps,  and  where  human  failure  and  error  is  visible,  that  such  may  prove  a  warning. 
That  eminent  genealogist,  Mr.  George  h .  I.  Sherwood,  P.S.G.,  who  knew  Mr. 
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Frederick  Higgs  and  much  respected  his  character,  said,  “  He  was  a  typical 
Berkshire  man  He  did  a  very  great  deal  in  a  quiet,  unobtrusive  way  to  assist 
others  in  many  directions,  and  in  connection  with  the  printing  of  this  work  his 
passing  was  a  heavy  blow  ( vide  Chapter  XI). 


In  conclusion  I  wish  to  tender  my  most  sincere  thanks  to  all  who  have  in  any  way 
assisted  me  in  compiling  this  record,  and  to  those  who  have  so  greatly  helped  by  under¬ 
writing  the  cost  I  offer  my  deepest  appreciation,  for  had  it  not  been  for  such  assistance 
given  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  have  printed  this  mass  of  matter.  Like¬ 
wise  to  those  whose  names  appear  in  the  subscribers’  list  my  heartfelt  thanks  are 
extended.  Many  of  the  illustrations  appearing  in  this  volume  could  not  possibly  have  been 
given  had  not  the  cost  of  same  been  borne  by  the  various  branches  interested,  and  the 
co-operation  thus  afforded  has  enabled  me,  as  the  general  compiler,  to  make  the  work, 
as  a  whole,  so  much  more  valuable  than  it  could  otherwise  have  been.  For  errors  and 
omissions  in  so  laborious  a  task  I  ask  the  kind  indulgence  of  those  interested  in  these 
pages.  Every  effort  has  been  made  to  ensure  accuracy,  but  none  of  us  is  infallible. 
May  the  information  contained  in  this  work  prove  of  great  assistance  to  those  who  may 
desire  to  know  more  relative  to  their  own  particular  branch.  It  will  at  least  serve  as  a 
guide  for  future  research,  and  save  duplication  of  effort  and  expense. 


Green  Court, 

Goring-on-Thames,  Oxon  ; 
October,  1933. 


W.  MILLER  HIGGS. 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SOUTH  STOKE 

AND  THATCHAM 


CHAPTER  I 

On  the  Oxfordshire  bank  of  the  winding,  peaceful  River  Thames,  between  Walling¬ 
ford  anti  Goring,  and  but  a  short  distance  from  the  latter  place,  lies  the  quaint  little  village 
of  Stoke  Abbas,  or  South  Stoke  as  it  is  called  to-day.  Across  the  river  from  South 
Stoke,  just  below  Streatley,  rests  the  picturesque  village  of  Basildon,*  in  the  county  of 
Berks,  which,  like  South  Stoke — as  well  as  many  other  places  along  the  banks  of  old 
Father  Thames- — became  the  home  of  many  branches  of  the  yeoman  family  of  Higges, 
or  Higgs. 

The  old  village  of  South  Stokef  cannot  have  changed  a  great  deal  during  the  last  four 
centuries.  Its  one  main  street  running  parallel  with  the  river,  though  now  possessing 
a  number  of  brick  houses,  still  contains  many  of  the  attractive  ancient  homes  of  half¬ 
timber  and  plaster  construction,  with  their  thatched  or  tiled  roofs.  Among  the  more 
modern  brick  buildings  may  be  mentioned  the  Vicarage,  in  its  own  attractive  grounds, 
lying  back  from  the  main  street — between  it  and  the  river — whilst  upon  the  east  side  of 
the  main  street,  next  to,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  churchyard,  is  the  schoolhouse  of 
modern  date,  which  Nature  is  endeavouring  to  beautify,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  illustration. 

The  old  Parish  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  built  of  Hint  and  stone,  with  its  Gothic  and 
square-headed  windows  and  square  embattled  tower,  surmounted  by  a  Hag-pole  and 
ancient  weathercock,  is  a  well-proportioned  sanctuary  which  has  stood  through  many 
centuries.  It  is  evident  from  the  interior  of  the  belfry  and  from  a  close  examination  of 
the  walls,  that  many  of  the  ancient  mural  tablets  and  gravestones  have  been  moved  from 
their  original  positions,  or  covered  up  by  modern  workmanship  in  periods  of  alteration 
more  than  restoration.  This  was  the  case  in  relation  to  the  mural  tablets  in  the  chancel 
to  the  Higgs  family,  which  had  been  removed  from  their  original  settings  to  the  walls  of 
the  tower.  They  were  replaced  in  the  chancel  at  the  expense  of  various  members  of  the 
family  about  1903.  On  the  north  side  of  the  church  is  an  old  monastic  house  of  Hint, 
brick  and  plaster,  later  known  as  “  Barre  Place  ”,  and  to-day  designated  “  The  Manor 
Farm  ”,  in  the  rear  of  which  is  one  of  the  very  few  remaining  great  brick  pigeon-cotes, 
wherein  at  one  time  the  monks  kept  hundreds  of  birds  as  a  food  supply.  A  few  years  ago 
a  pond,  just  across  the  road  from  the  Manor  Farm,  since  tilled  in,  went  by  the  name  of 
“  Barre  Pond  ”  (pronounced  Barr). 

Shortly  after  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  this  ancient  domicile  came  into  the 
possession  of  Walter  Barton,  Gentleman,  of  Reading,  Co.  Berks.  He  also  held  land 
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*  Vide  Part  II,  “  Highs  Family  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks  ”, 
t  Vide  Part  II,  “  liiccs  Family  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon  ”. 
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at  Streatley  in  this  county,  and  at  Shiplake  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  and  in  fact  the 
ancient  manor  house  in  connection  with  the  Shiplake  Rectory*  was  occupied  by  him. 
His  father  was  Thomas  a  Barton,  of  Barton,  in  Weobley,  in  the  county  of  Hereford, 
described  as  “  Esquire  ”  in  the  Heralds’  Visitation  of  that  county  in  the  year  1569, 
where  his  marriage  is  recorded  to  Catherine,  one  of  the  thirteen  daughters  of  Simon 
(later  Sir  Symon  or  Symond)  Mylbourne|  of  Tillington,  in  Burgh  ill,  Herefordshire  (and 
of  Icomb  Place,  Co.  Gloucester,  in  right  of  his  wife  Jane,  the  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
Ralph  Baskerville  by  Ann,  daughter  and' co-heir  of  Sir  John  Blakett  of  Icomb). 


St.  Andrew’s  Church,  Stoke  Abbas,  or  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 


The  family  of  Barton  was  one  of  considerable  influence  at  this  period,  and  owned 
land  in  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford,  Streatley,  Hurley  and  Easthampstead,  Co.  Berks. 
Harrye  Barton,  gentleman,  of  Streatley,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  a  Barton,  married 
Alis,J  sister  of  Robert  Marten,  or  Martin,  of  Evelton,  and  by  her  had,  among  other 
issue,  a  son  Griffith  (or  Griffin)  Barton,  Gentleman  (in  Haine’s  ‘  Monumental  Brasses  ’, 
vol.  ii,  f.  16,  he  is  termed  “  Esquire  ”),  who,  under  his  uncle  Walter  Barton’s  will, 
dated  27  April,  1537,  and  proved  1538  (P.C.C.  Reg.,  “  Dyngely  ”,  f.  17),  inherited  all  the 
interest  his  uncle  had  “  in  the  Lordship  of  South  Stoke  and  the  Parsonage  of  the  same  ”, 

*  Vide  Augmentation  Office,  ‘  Particulars  for  Leases:  Elizabeth  ’,  vol.  i,  f.  42,  Oxon,  also  ‘  History  of  Shiplake’, 
by  Emily  J.  Climenson  (1894),  f.  202. 

t  Sir  Symonu  Mylbourne,  son  of  John  Mylhourne,  Esquire,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Walter 
Dkvereux,  was  lineally  descended  from  King  Henry  11.  This  would  give  every  descendant  of  the  marriage  of 
Nicholas  Higgs  and  Mary  Barton  a  Royal  Descent  from  that  monarch  (vide  Tabulation  given),  as  well  as  all  who 
can  show  descent  from  the  co-heirs  of  Sir  Simon  Mylbourne. 

t  ‘  MS.  Ashmole,’  852,  p.  1 9 1 ,  “Visitation  of  Berks.”  After  Harrye  Barton’s  decease  his  widow  Alis  married 
Francis  Wellsuourne  of  West  Hunney,  Co.  Berks. 
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and  it  would  appear  that  he  went  to  live  at  “  Bane  Place  ”,  South  Stoke,  soon  after  his 
uncle  Walter  Barton’s  decease.  Griffith  Barton*  also  inherited  his  father’s  lands 
in  Streatley,  Co.  Berks.  At  Streatleyf  none  of  the  old  and  interesting  memorials  remain 
which  were  erected  to  the  ancient  families  of  that  place,  as  when  that  church  was  “  re- 


Oxi  the  left  at 
li is  light  arm 
stands  A  lick 
his  lirst 
wife,  willow 
of  IIaKRYK 
i  1a  11  1  o  N  of 
Streatley,  Berks, 
sister  of  Rouk.kt 
Martin  of 
Elvington,  par., 
of  (luring,  Oxon, 
and  grand  mol  her 
of  Mary  Barton 
who  married 
Nicholas  Higces. 


This  illustration 
and  two  others 
reproduced 
from 

‘ ‘  Monumental 
Brasses  of 
Berkshire,” 
h}'  kind 
permission  of 
the  compiler, 
H.  T.  Mori.jcy, 
Esq.,  F.S.1\, 

F.  R.S.A. 


Francis  Wcllsbournk,  lOog.  (Male  Flligy  27  inches  high.) 
Brass  in  West  Hanney  Cli.,  Berks. 


stored  ”  (?)  some  years  ago  we  are  informed  that  these  fine  old  brasses,  etc.,  were  either 
removed  or  buried  beneath  the  modern  work — the  then  Vicar  taking  no  interest  in  such 
relics  of  the  past — with  the  exception  of  one  brass  to  the  Buriton  family, |  curiously 
from  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford,  and  one  which  had  intermarried  with  the  family  of  Barton 
and  another  (now  in  the  Vestry)  to  Griffin  Clarke,  Gentleman,  of  Streatley,  who  died 

*  Will  of  Harryk  Barton,  15-18  (6  Fd.  VI)  (‘  Arch.  Berks.  Reg.’  “  B  ”,  fo.  71). 

t  Vide  ‘  History  of  St.  Lawrence  Church,  Reading  ’  (Rev.  Charles  Kerry,  1883),  fo.  135. 

I  Vide  ‘  Ilarl.  MSS.’,  No.  1(115,  If-  7 and  73. 
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in  1583  (vide  Pedigree  of  Barton).  However,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Lawrence,  Reading, 
there  remains  a  very  interesting  brass  to  Walter  Barton,*  Gentleman,  the  aforesaid 
uncle  of  Griffith,  who  died  25  April,  1538.  This  is  a  beautifully  executed  brass,  let 
into  a  Purbeck  marble  gravestone,  and  represents  the  said  Walter  Barton  at  full 
length,  robed  in  a  gown  of  the  period,  with  the  following  inscription  beneath  : 

“  Here  Undr  this  Mrble  stone  lieth  Walter  barton,  gent,  which  desesid  ye  XXV  day 
of  Apryll  in  the  yere  of  our  Lord  God.  MLVCXXXV1II  whos  Soule  And  all  Crysten 
Soules  Jhu  Have  Mercy  Amen. 

“  Celeste  quoda  :  vita  qui  duxerat  ista  :  vermbz  ecce  states  :  ia  requiescit  humo.” 


The  Great  Brick  Pigeon-Cote,  with  its  Four-Gabled  Kook,  at  South  Stoke,  in  the 
Farmyard  of  Old  “  Barre  Place  ”,  now  “  The  Manor  Farm  ”. 

There  is  an  iron  ring  in  the  stone  flagged  floor,  and  local  tradition  states  that  it  was  to  this 
ring  that  a  pair  of  white  mules  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  used  to  drive  were 
tethered.  The  square  tower  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church  is  seen  in  the  background,  as  well  as  the 
rear  of  the  old  monastic  residence. 


Walter  Barton|  did  much  for  the  Church  of  St.  Lawrence,  as  also  did  his  wife 
Alice,  who  died  in  1545. 

It  was  at  South  Stoke  that  Mary  the  daughter,  and  co-heir  with  her  sisters,  of 
Griffith  Barton,  Gentleman,  married  Nicholas  Higges,J  or  Higgs,  at  St.  Andrew’s 

*  Vide  ‘  History  of  St.  Lawrence  Church,  Reading’  (Rev.  Charles  Kerry,  1883),  fo.  134. 
t  hoc.  cit.,  fo.  134. 

t  Vide  Part  II  “South  Stoke  Parish  Register”. 
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The  Rev.  Chaki.hs  Kerry  in  his  “  History  of  the  Municipal  Church  of  St.  Lawrence, 
Reading”  (1883),  says  :  ”  This  monument  is  perhaps  the  most  interesting  in  the  county. 
Two  years  ago  it  lay  on  its  ledger  in  front  of  the  altar,  having  been  removed  here  from  St. 
John’s  Chancel  in  18.48”.  (Vide  ‘History  of  the  Municipal  Church  of  St.  Lawrence, 
Reading  fo.  134.) 


Brass  to  Grifkin  Clarke,  Gentleman,  in  the  Vestry  of  Streatley  Parish  Church,  son 
of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Clarke  and  first  cousin  of  Griffith  Higgs  of  Barre  Place, 
South  Stoke. 
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PEDIGREEofthe  barton  family 


THOMAS  aBARTON 

of  BPRTO/V  in  WeoBLEY  in.  Go. 
PEREHORJO  ,  FSGU'/RE  face oroling 

tb  the.  Visitation  of  Herefordshire  in 

IS*  DJ.su.) 


'HARRY  BARTON  = 

oj Streptley  Co. Beefs 

Will  hr.  /SA8  l6£zW) 

fire h  oil. Berks  Book  Bfyi. 

He  held,  consioiera  k>le 
lands  in  S  TREATLEY  J  Perk 
dnoi  in  YVeoBLEY  in  the 
Coicnly  of  FREE OHJJ 


CATHERINES  .% cofeire  of 

SIR  SYMON  MYLB0URNE,tf/yWs7O/v 

in  BuRGH/LLand  oJIcomb  Place ,Co.  Glo'ster 

(in  right  of  his  wife  JANE,  oiau.  if  heir  e  of 

RALFE  EASKERVILE  hy  ANN  clou  of 

Sir  JohnBlakETT  oJIcomb')  SirJohnBlakett. 
oiieat  /A. 3/  Vide  Pari.  MSS  6/ 5  // 25 hi/ 2 A. 

-  *  ■■/£££  fj 3  5J,<GS  9  A. 

Catherine  Mylbourne 
,  Jrorn  King  HenRyIL 


was 


\/t  7  7?ord 

Vi  OL£ :  O  A  /  rr-i  ri 


JAfk.in 

Al  - nesc 


S.OL/TH 


in  desce 

entr  of . 
'H^HICSSp 

O  STOKst 


'n 


t 


ALI  S  otau.of  "WALTER  BARTON -ALICE  'GRIFFITH 


Gentleman  d Peso/wg^  . LBARTON 

STREATLEY  JCo.SERKS,  of  .  h  , 

Sh/PLAKEo  South  Stoke/  mentioned  in 

Co.  OxforT) .  ,  her  Aus hands 

7n  /Sii6  Ae  resided,  of  trie.  Will .  Ske  SiacL 

old.  Rectory  MAHS/oH  aE  /GA.5.  Pur.  in 

SH/FL  A  K£  OXO/V.  -S.  cAwre/vcecr. 


MARTEN.or 
IN  AFT  I  N  of 

S.VETTON  d  Sister 
decease  she  married 


Frances  Wells  bourne 
of  yVest  ff an  new  Co  Berks. 

who  oiled  in  /6oz 
ct  t.  To.  There  is  a.  trass 
m  West  Hanhey  ch. 

T 


P  hharsnllu  he  had  no  Children 
'  >  t/e  left  all  his  interest  in 
his  Jlanols  at  South  Stoke  W 
the  Paraonape  of  the  same 
toms  T'lehheYY  G/I/fe/w  or-tTse/Er/rH 
BARTON  There  is  a  fine  Brass 
to  his  memory  in  S.  Lrwrehce  Ch.  Pcathhc 


F]AR<3ARET=R0BERT 

BURITON 

(jenf/eman.  o] 
V/tRBfO&D  FST£ 
Co  £/£/?£.£  OfiLD . 
,/frmi^er 

f/arJ.  MSS  S8  6/ 


k 


I 


P£RYI\I  =  WALTER  WXau. 

T3L0UN  I  >rko.nar. 
<f  the  douse  John 
q/A’YNION.  GOHONT 
//art  MSS  t/S  pr%.yI} 
Jj33h.?/3\  f/arlMSS 


'GRIFFITH  T  GRIFFIN 

13AET0N,J^/?//a/??d/7  of 

IBP  BP  E  PLACE.  SOUTH  STORE 

Oaon.I  which  ancient  mo7zasti  c 
tiou.se  he  inherited,  under  Me  Will 
of  Ais  uncle  vy/m-t  e.  re  bakton) 

also  oj  StREATLEY.  Pl/RLEY  and 
£AST  PaNFSTEAD  Co  'BERKS  H 
of  WEOBLEY  Co.  HERE  TOKO 
In  Paines  Monumental  Brasses 
Vo/,  it  ftf  he  is  designated 
Zsau  ire".  Will fr  /S fig  (TtC.C. 
"Bran ole l  J to)  Overseers  his 

Sons ■  in  law :  Wiln esses  1/n  1  /ARY 
p/SHW/CKE ,  JOHN  Hi  GOES.  THO- 
7BR/LL  a-  NICHOLAS  PcuRE  He 
left  S/P  DAUGHTERS  GO  HE/ AES. 

vi*'  in  \ 


f/± 


■WlLLmn  BTr  I  TON .  Senile  man 
Afeyor  of  /svq 

.  I  HENRY  BARTON  'ANNE 

mentioned  1  n  the  Will  of 
his  Uncle  WALTER  Bar  TON 
he  inherited  4,s  tinc/es  Interest 
in  his  lease! old froferty  in 
Sh/RLAKE.  Oxo a.  f/e  hrohahly 
lived  at  Whitchurch  and.  was 
/he  same  Perry  Barton  who 
with  John  B rawer  were 
Collectors  for  the  Pooh  Jot  that 
farish  in  / 5QO 

Vide  :  Pi  story  oj  Wh/tchurGh 

hi/  the  Rev.  John.  SlATTLRAJ.A  . 

Jollo  " 


S/SJJish* 

A 4- 


JJL 


3d 

ML 


ML 


sn _ _ Li - C4J - LL - 

Trances  £uzmTH^S^£  1 ALES  yRton  TNNLdfjMPPMp, 

.  Tnar  lbnnn ,  o,  ,r  '^9°  A  WoWWlLUAH  ,J  ^  ,  U/U,<F  Uf  '  P°L^~ 

Henry  P/BLOWE  hur.at 
Note  •  £  t/ENT Y  P/tSLOWE  Strcatley 


r 


Sent,  oj 
STREATLEY 


w/th  Francis  T/stell  on 

/  Jul  Y/fff  made  th  e. 

In  venter u  oj  the  goods 

oj  one  WIeLi AN  HIGGS 
of  S.  STo/CE  Ox  oh  whose 


Aid. 


/Yote-  W/lUAH  ft/RTOH 
ot  grandson,  of  ALLAH 
ennn  roH  f  '3S £6  n /)  <*- 
•  //  /.,//  ancestor  of  /he K/rsroHS 

With  lime  /  of  thorpe.  a7W/vjd ev/llel 
dou-ht  a  Grottier  J .  „  married  _  . 

oj  johH  CLARKE  AlHRCLvy  dauf.tr/WLre  of 

of Pfiw/vGTON  W/LL /AM  PtfLBgRWEi/ 
Co.  aerks .  Vide/ ,  Yl  's.HortAomhttSnlGoA- 

m  _  (A  ‘v/6/  a  i 


OJ  O.S  7  ORE  OX  OH  yy/tose  -  CLAR 

Will  was  dated  £  June  /gfaJiin  Vestnf 
/6hy  u/sr.ae  HFHLEY  y  CH  2it(dfS33 

CXOH./2Z  OcroAin  j 

/Iff. 

Perks  Pill. 


CiO  .  ADC  1  TV  O  -  r  /  i.td'y .  |  r  L  O./tCHJ  /  IUH  I  1 1  ~ 

' _ A!  (2! _ (3)  “tc/T/a  l  _ Z 

fh/eein  'Jones  1  £ hzaheth  VIabgape r  b r/ff/n 

S~/  S3  &  AC  H  K*  /  El  /sr  ^  ~  —  .  .  . 


ofWcLLHOJSEfM*  H0LAS 


Parish  of  /£h 3 

Shaw.  lotht. 

co  Berks 


clarke  ceakkc  clarke 


\john 

SPAN  CAS  TL  E  JANGASTLE 

O f  tAo  <5 Mi 3  £  ,  of  S.S  TOK£. 

i  tst  kv  Cojserfes.  * 


H/6P 

°j 

S.  Stoke 

Oxoh 


V/fnfffrfffj  Lf icr  c  -Bara  d.of  Fob crt  TP  YTTmJJJTJTTT  mwe 

.  0/J3ARRE  PL  JwMroKEf  T PJYPof  Caveashan  \Mp7j'jRFT  "wnTTTJM 
fill frhPjpkfPhlP,  WtPkfoA  Co .  Oxford  WVl/lL (7/1/1 11  -  PPL  fyjpk , 
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THE  PATRONYMIC 

°f 

HIGGES 

jhis  old  fftritisi.  Surname  u n quest 'anally  JiricLs  its  origin, in  many  instances,  in  the  dinglo Saxon 

HY  GE  c7  personal  name  meaning  Courage.  HYGE  was  a  common  dnglo  Saxon  prototheme  oc¬ 
curring  in  HY6EBE0RHT,  HY6EB0K’N,HYGEFRITH,HYGE.LACjHYGERED  HY6EWINE,HYGL:WUl  Iptc* 
it  would  he  strange  if  it  had  not  suvived  as  a  monotheme  'Iso  states  Chat  eminent  authority  u/jon 
Surnames  in  IhezBntis/i  Isles-  HI- C.  L  'Estrange  Gwen  i  n  a  letter  to  the  compiler  f  this  /amity  m  stray  un¬ 
der  date  oj 8 January  1932 .  Jtis  improbable  that  this  Surname  had  the  terminal _o~  hefbielhe  thir¬ 
teenth  century  when  the  Cnglish  form  of  gem  five  case  endings  -  ES  ,  1 5,  Y5,  or  S,  Came  into  official  uses 
and  meant 'Son  of  until  becoming  a  part  of  thus  Surname  itself. 

°fhe  earliest  forms  of  this  Surname  in  the  1 3  'T  I  if  centuries  were  HYGGE,HIGGE.HIGE;HEIGGE, 

l  IEYGEYS,  HEIGHES.HEYGHEZ. 

heghes,hyggis,higgys 

HUGGES,  HEGGES.HEGGYS 

‘Fh  I  gges 


Sir  ms  recorded  in  IB ur he  Is 
£ncyclopa?dia  of  jfrmoury  asm 
use  by  a  family  of  HEYGE  Y  S 
(no  county  given )  “Argent:  />  chevron 

BETWEEN  3  J7EMYJ7RAGONS  COOPED  AND 
ERECT. VERT  ” 

dir  ms  recorded  in  the  history  of  the 
County  of  Umashjre  in  usebyajamily  of 

HEIGHES  ,  or  HEGHES  ,  fund 
owners  at  CB/nstejd  &  other  Places 
in  12  68  (52  HenryUI)  “Sable:  a 
crevbow  Between  3  boars' heads  arc 
Vide:  Be Sr  a y Birch  Seals-  Brit.  TlZus. 

firms  recorded  upon  aCfudor  fAdl 
of  frrms^  lemh-.  HemryYI([42i  1471) 
Vide:  ffarl  tttSS  2. 1  69  t&rttish Museum 
in  use  by  one  SYMOND  HEGGYS 

(no  Bounty  given)  but presumably  of 
Gl  OUCES  TEH S Hi  HE,  where  one  S I  LTo  fsj 
h  16  G  ES  was  hvmg  near  Cheltenham 
in  I  327  Hr  .in  all  probability  his 
a 72  ceslor.  “  Argent-  a  chevron  be¬ 
tween  5  BUCKS ,  LODGED  GULES" 


If  his form  of  the  name  continued 
vuth  this  family  until  the  endof 
the.  \6*Centluy\  and  into  the  17  - . 


ffht  form  of  the  spelling  in  the 
Coiinf  ot  Gloucester  Hrm fact in 
moslallof  the  Counties  where  the 
name  2  found  is  HIGGES 
from  the  I  centuries 

'when  the  Vi  was  omitted  and  the 
Surname  took  its  modem  form 

Oj  HIGGS. 


Motto 


USED  BY 

c the  HIGGS  ES  of  Colesbourne 


dhis  Coat  of  firms  Was  confirmed  to 
the  use  of  THOMAS  HlGGESu/ 
Colesbourne, Co  Gloucester  dsau ire , 
9*  Lord  of  the  tftanors  of  Colesbourne 
CheD> worth  and  tns  descendants 
in  I  3  With  the  Crest JA  Bucks  Head 

BUIES  ATT/RED -OR  \  P/ERCED  THROUGH  THE 
NECK  WITH  AN  AAROW,  SHAET  OF  WEST  curd 
HEAPED-  OR  ,  EE  A  77 /£ RED  /IfiCENT . 


fhese  arms  and  crest  are  found  however- in  use  for  many  generahons-by  families  of  H IG  GS  in  Berk¬ 
shire  ,  Devonshire  .  Gloucestershire ,  Oxaordsh/re  ,  Worcestershire  .  etc whose pedigrees  an?  not  lecoidsd 
in  the  hooks  of  the  Collect  of  /Irks  .  Vide :  Tart IL  "Conclusion"  Chapter  for  full  information  upon  thu 
subject  ofaCfhelfx£hl  to  Jtrmorial -Bearings’,  1 

If  he  descendants  0/  CALEB  HlGGS  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Joarish  oj  Thatch  am.  Co  Berks  are  entitled  to  the 
ancient  firms  of  the  Hl<3SES  of  Gl  oucestefsh/re  ( which  were  in  use  by  earlier  generations  of  H  I  GG  S 
inltiATm ficrir  in  South  Stoke  OronJ  Pul  with  the  additional  charge 
of  a  White  Bose  upon  the  chevron  Hr  upon  the  hast  of  the  bucks  neck 
in  their  Crest  tJhe  old  mollo-B/DE  er  Bortituduve  "BTy  faith 
With  for ti tide  Remains  unchanged. 

If  heir  pedigree  is  recorded  in  the  hooks  of  the  Cot  lege  of  firms. 


.. 

' 
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Church  on  20  October,  1558,  during  the  last  year  of  the  terrible  reign  of  Oueen  Mary, 
throughout  which  religious  persecution  had  been  at  its  height,  and  not  many  miles  distant 
at  Oxford,  Ridley,  Bishop  of  London,  and  Latimer,  Bishop  of  Worcester — the  greatest 
preacher  of  his  day — had  lately  died  at  the  stake  together.  The  country  had  been 
plunged  into  war  with  France,  and  only  a  year  previous  to  this  marriage,  Calais,  which 
had  been  a  possession  for  two  hundred  years,  was  lost. 

However,  the  marriage  had  scarcely  taken  place  a  month  when  a  somewhat  better 
time  began  to  dawn,  for  on  17  November,  1558,  Queen  Mary  died  and  her  sister  Elizabeth 
succeeded  to  the  throne.  Thus  the  religious  persecution  of  the  Protestants  was  stayed, 
and — though  the  country  still  continued  to  pass  through  trying  and  troublous  times — - 
a  much  improved  condition  of  things  in  general  prevailed  under  “  The  Good  Queen 
Bess  ”. 

Griffith  Barton,*  Gentleman,  of  Barre  Place,  South  Stoke,  had  no  male  issue,  and 
upon  his  decease  in  1579  he  bequeathed  “  Barre  Place  ”  to  his  grandson  and  namesake 
Griffith  Higgs,  the  eldest  son  of  his  daughter  Mary  by  her  husband  Nicholas  Higgs, 
who  had  settled  in  South  Stoke,  with  his  uncle  Walter,  from  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford. 
(The  other  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  Griffith  Barton  are  given  upon  the  pedigree  of 
the  Barton  family.) 

So  the  ancient  monastic  house  at  South  Stoke — “  Barre  Place  ” — and  now  known 
as  “  The  Manor  Farmhouse  ”,  passed  from  the  family  of  Barton  to  that  of  Higgs. 

*  Vide  Will  of  Griffith  Barton,  1579,  P.C.C.  “  Arundel  ”,  fo.  10. 


KEY  PEDIGREE  toCHAPTERSITY 

V/nc-  AAor/roc  NICHOLAS  HIGGES,  Srerilleman  ^V\N^Sctausrcoheirof 

y/DE-U/APTERS  n,  O  T) _ _  A _ ^mcriM  Tiadtam 


T  jt-  S7SQ  Sallied  at  S. Stoke .  Oxor from  IA/eobee y 

Tv,  TZ  rrVl.  Co.  //EJO-FOKD  "Sprung  from  a  nolle  hrancA 
rflRTlL  J/ie.  qf  th£. yam  fly  LiVitq  in  Glouchsteasp/ke. 

'GRIFFITH  HIGGS : 

L. /irST  gentleman  %Scoman. 

s  of  JDprre  Pc  pce  S.  Stoke 


Griffin  BARTON 

Gentleman  of  Barre.  Place  S.  Stoke 
V/U '£:  chapter  f 


Ok-  1608 
Vide :  Chapter  JX 


BARTON  =r  ELEANOR  "RevTPGRIFFITH  'RICHARD’nICHOLAStANNIS 


SARtKdau  .of 
"Robert  PAi  N 
of  Cavers  ppm 
Co.  Oxok 
m,  7  JUNE  1 585 

1602. 


JOH  N  Jl dacL.  who 

HIGGES 

ATKINS 


Jfiimervus 
othersons 
and  dou  ? 
flames 
Unknown 


HIGGS  WHISTLER 


V/de:  Pedigree  0/  Item 

(descendants  ChptterXX 


HIGGS(I589I659) 

V/de.  ChapterJJX 


HIGGS 

(16001657) 

0/  Tpatcppm 
V/n£-.0i/)f>JSS 


'GRIFFITH  tSARAH 

H  IGCiS 

of  South 


'NICHOLAS^ 

HIGGS 

the  younger 
TpptChpm 
hur.  there  1 665 


.MARY~ 


CHRISTMA^  SUSAN  ^1593. 

3.MA6FALEN  m. 

NICH0LA5WICDER 

^PRUDENCE 


ANN^.^'YVALtER'THOMAS'MARGAHET'ANN'SARAH’JOAN’  MARY. 

"ROGER  HIGGS  HIGGS  TOar: 

DLBLEY  of  of  RICHARD 

him  1665  Thatch  AM  THATCH  AM  S  M ITH 

hnr-.\ 6o9  jbur:l66S 


Stoke Oxok 

<d-.  1664. 


'GRIFFITH 

HIGGS 


rate: 

CpqpF 

&2er’L"“”TTON  HIGGS 


HIGGS 

Cooper 

O/THHTCHHrt 

W:  1730 


horn  1 66  3 
SoLetxecubrix.  t>  her fathers  Will  when  of  age 


ROGER  HIGGS  vdsm o/ROfiER HIGGS  'WILLIAM  ;WILUAMT. . . .  vIAMESjHANNAHMAIfl 


kahtalTnpTcHAM 
1690 


JTJOnOJ  IXvULIV  I  IIVJVJO  VVILLUUT  fllLU/  M’lT 

iafih  I.  JUNE  1694  4^14July|694 
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CHAPTER  II 

The  Higgs  Family 

As  we  have  seen  in  the  opening  chapter,  at  least  two  members  of  the  Higgs  family 
had  followed  the  family  of  Barton  out  of  Herefordshire  into  Oxfordshire  and  Berkshire 
some  two  generations  later.  There  is  evidence,  however — from  the  parish  registers  of 
South  Stoke— that  members  of  this  family  were  already  settled  in  this  place,  and  likewise 
in  Basildon,*  and  other  Berkshire  villages,  at  an  earlier  date.  It  is  also  evident  that  the 
family  did  not  originate  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  as  from  the  mural  tablet  erected  to 
the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  in  St.  Andrew's  Church,  South  Stoke 
(written  by  himself),  it  will  be  noted  that  the  branch  of  the  family  to  which  he  belonged 
came  from  Gloucestershire,  and,  to  quote  his  own  words,  “  E  familia  non  ignobilia 
Higgesiana  apud  Glocestrenses  oriundum  ”  (Descended  from  a  not  ignoble  family  of 
Higges  near  Gloucester).  We  also  find  from  Bishop  Kennet’sf  records  that  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Higgs  came  from  “  A  wealthy  and  honest  family  living  near  Gloucester  "  ( vide 
Part  II,  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester).  The  Arms  as  seen  over  the  bust  and 
tablet  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church  are  identical  with  the  arms  recorded  upon  a  Tudor  Roll  of 
Arms  (temp.  Henry  VI,  1421-1471,  ‘  Harl.  MSS.',  2169,  Brit.  Mus.),  namely,  Argent,  a 
chevron  gules,  between  three  bucks  lodged  of  the  second,  and  in  use  by  one  Symond 
HeggysJ— or  Simon  Higgs — (temp.  Henry  VI).  According  to  the  records  in  the  College 
of  Arms,  London,  this  coat  of  arms  was  confirmed  to  Thomas  Higges  of  Colesbourne,§  in 
the  county  of  Gloucester,  in  1623,  together  with  the  crest,  “  A  buck’s  head  gules,  attired 
Or,  pierced  through  the  neck  with  an  arrow,  shaft  of  the  second,  headed  Or,  feather 
Argent  ”.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  William  Higgs  of  Colesbourne,  by  Judith,  daughter 
of  Anthony  Calthkop  of  London,  and  a  grandson  of  Thomas  Higges,  Foreman  of  the 
Jury  of  Tenant  for  Cheltenham,  Gloucester,  1561.  The  Higges  or  Higgs  had  resided 
in  and  around  Cheltenham,  Charlton  Kings,  Westhall  and  Sandford  for  many  years,  and 
their  estate  in  Cheltenham  came  to  them  by  the  marriage  of  John  IIiggs||  of  Westhall, 
in  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  with  Juliana  de  Sandford,  an  heiress  of  that  family. 
Walter  Higgs^[  of  Charlton  Kings,  a  great  grandson  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Cheltenham 
(Foreman  of  the  Jury,  15(11),  was  an  officer  in  the  Royalist  Army  during  the  Civil  War. 

*  Basildon  lies  across  the  river,  just  over  the  Berkshire  Downs  from  South  Stoke,  and  there  was  a  large  branch 
of  the  Higgs  family  settled  in  this  piace  at  an  early  date,  no  doubt  closely  related  to  the  South  Stoke  family. 

t  ‘  Lansdowne  MS.,’  y8o,  Bishop  Rennet’s  Collections,  vul.  xvi,  Brit.  Mus. 

t  There  was  no  rule  for  the  spelling  of  a  surname.  We  find  the  same  family  spelling  their  patronymic  as  Heggys, 
IIegges,  Higges,  Hygges,  Hyggs,  Hygs,  Higs,  Higgs,  etc.,  and  occasionally  from  t he  likeness  in  sound  the  name 
has  become  misspelt  as  Hicks  and  its  variants,  though  the  two  families  were  distinct.  Dr.  Henry  Lower  gives  the 
meaning  of  the  name  as  “  Wild  Asli  ”,  originating  in  the  days  when  the  greater  part  of  England  was  forest  and  bush. 
'Lhe  Rev.  Canon  Bardsi.ey  gives  Higgs  as  a  name  derived  from  the  Hebrew  name  of  Isaac.  There  was  an  ancient 
tribe  called  Iggs  settled  in  the  Cotswold  Hills,  Gloucestershire,  who  may  have  been  the  origin  of  this  family,  likewise 
another  called  the  Hwiccas  who  possibly  were  the  progenitors  of  the  family  of  Hicks.  Certain  it  is  that  the  Higgs 
family  seems  to  have  largely  followed  the  course  of  the  old  River  Thames  in  the  settlement  of  its  many  branches 
from  the  Cotswold  Hills  down  to  the  great  Metropolis,  London,  and  spreading  over  the  southland  midland  counties. 
Mr.  L’Esi  range  Ewen,  in  his  recently  published  work  upon  British  surnames,  gives  IIyge  as  an  old  British  personal 
name  meaning  “  Courage  ”, 

§  Vide  ‘  Harl.  MS.S.  ’,  1041,  fo.  75,  and  1543,  fo.  76. 

||  Vide  Sir  Thomas  Phii.i.ipps’s  pedigree  in  the  British  Museum. 

11  Vide  Parish  Register  of  Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester,  and  his  tomb  in  Charlton  Kings  Churchyard. 
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His  second  wife  is  said  to  have  been  Elizabeth,  a  member  of  the  Pate  family,  which  took 
a  prominent  part  upon  behalf  of  King  Charles  I.  (See  footnote  on  p.  27  and  Part  II, 
Pedigree  of  Higgs  Family  of  Gloucestershire.) 

Griffith  Higgs,  son  of  Nicholas  Higgs,  who  married  Mary,  the  daughter  and  co¬ 
heir  of  Griffith  Barton,  gentleman,  married  Sara,*  the  daughter  of  Robert  Payn 
(Payne  or  Paine)  of  Caversham  in  the  county  of  Oxford  on  7  June,  1585,  and  taking 
up  his  residence  at  Barre  Place  (bequeathed  to  him  under  his  maternal  grandfather’s 


Thk  Tomb  of  Walter  Higgs  (A  Commissioned  Officer  in  the  Army  of  King 
Charles  I,  and  who  was  Present  at  the  Engagements  of  Battledown  and 
Naseuy),  Charlton  Kings  Churchyard,  Co.  Gloucester. 

In  memory  of  Walter  Higgs  of  this  Parish  who  served  his  Majesty  King  Charles  the 
First,  A  Commissioned  Officer  in  his  Army  ;  He  left  this  Mortal  Body.  12  day  of  December 
An,  Dom.  1698.  aged  85, 

“Also  in  the  same  grave  was  buried  Anne  his  daughter  on  the  29th  day  of  August  1684 
Aged  4." 

will,f  and  which  up  to  this  time  had  been  in  the  occupation  of  his  aunt  “  Mistress  Dan- 
castle  and  her  son  John  ”),  farmed  the  acres  attached  thereto  for  twenty-three  years 
until  the  day  of  his  decease  in  1608,^  when  his  earthly  remains  were  laid  to  rest  with  those 
of  his  wife,  who  had  predeceased  him  six  years,  having  been  interred  within  the  old 
parish  church  on  26  January,  1602. §  There  were  at  least  nine  children  born  to  Griffith 
and  Sara  Higgs,  of  whom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  was  their  third  child  and  second 
son. ||  Their  eldest  child  was  born  to  them  in  1586,  j List  a  year  after  their  marriage.  He 

*  Vide  Parish  Register  of  Soutli  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  mural  tablet  to  the  Rev.  Ur.  Hiccs  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church. 

t  Vide  Will  of  Griffith  Barton,  Gentleman,  1579,  P.C.C.  “  Arundell  ”,  fo.  io. 

j:  Parish  Register  of  South  Stoke  and  Will  of  Griffith  Hiogs,  160S,  P.C.C.  “  Windebank  ”,  fo.  n. 

§  Parish  Register  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 

||  Ibid.,  and  mural  tablet  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church. 
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was  baptized  Barton  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church  on  20  June,  where  he  was  also  married  on 
22  September,  1607,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  to  Eleanor,  sister  of  William 
Whistler,  of  Flvington,  in  the  parish  of  Goring.  (The  Whistlers* * * §  were  a  well-known 
and  long-established  family  in  the  district  and  in  Berkshire  as  early  as  the  reign  of 
Edward  I.)  Upon  him  and  his  young  wife  devolved  a  heavy  responsibility,  for  they  not 
only  had  to  provide  for  their  own  young  family  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters  in  the 
succeeding  years,  but  young  Barton  Higgs  had  the  care  and  guardianship  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters  largely  upon  his  shoulders,  for  but  one  year  after  his  marriage  he  had  followed 
his  father’s  earthly  remains  into  the  same  church  wherein  his  mother  had  been  laid  to 
rest  when  he  was  a  lad  of  sixteen,  and  now  the  family  were  orphans!  His  little  brother 
Nicholas,  the  youngest,  was  but  eight  years  of  age.  This  care  was  no  doubt  shared  by 
his  sister  Mary,  who  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age,  having  been  born  to  Griffith 
and  Sara  Higgs  in  October,  1587,  and  who  became  the  wife  of  Walter  Jemott,  or 
J emmett, I  of  a  wealthy  family  long  established  as  considerable  land-owners  in  Shiplake, 
Oxfordshire.  No  doubt  also  help  was  given  by  uncles  and  aunts,  as  their  father  Griffith 
was  one  of  a  number  of  children  of  Nicholas  Higgs  and  Mary  Barton  his  wife. 

Griffith  and  Sara  Higgs’s  third  child  Griffith  (with  whose  life  our  third  Chapter 
especially  deals)  was  pursuing  his  studies  at  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford,  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  decease. 

Sara,  the  next  child,  was  then  seventeen  years  of  age,  having  been  baptized  at  South 
Stoke  on  14  November,  1591.  Susan,  their  fifth  child,  had  died  in  infancy,  and  they  had 
buried  her  on  15  February,  1596,  when  barely  three  years  old.  Magdalen  was  next 
born  to  them,  and  was  baptized  at  South  Stoke  on  30  June,  1594.  She  was  fourteen 
years  old  when  her  father  died.  Later  she  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Wilder  of 
the  parish  of  Goring,  with  little  doubt  a  son  or  grandson  of  John  Wilder];  of  Nunhide 
in  Sulliam,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  by  Alice,  or  Agnes,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas 
Keats  of  Sulham  House,  whose  daughter  Eleanor  had  married  John  Higgs  of  Sul- 
hamstead  Banister,  Co.  Berks.  The  seventh  child  of  Griffith  and  Sara  Higgs  was 
baptized  Prudence  on  15  February,  159b,  at  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke.  She 
was  but  twelve  years  old  when  she  became  an  orphan,  whilst  her  younger  brother, 
Richard,  who  was  baptized  on  1  October,  1598,  at  South  Stoke,  was  but  ten.  Nicholas, § 
the  youngest  child  born  to  Griffith  and  Sara  Higgs,  was  baptized  at  St.  Andrew’s 


*  Johan  de  Wistlek  held  property  in  West  Hanney  1272-1307,  likewise  Richard  Whystelere  in  West  Hanney 
and  West  Lockinge,  Co.  Berks,  in  1375.  Rai.hi  Whistler  held  the  manor  of  Gatehampton,in  the  parish  of  Goring, 
Oxon,  which  adjoins  Whitchurch,  in  the  sixteenth  century,  lie  also  purchased  the  manor  of  Fulleseote  (or  Fowl's 
Court),  Berkshire,  from  Lord  Norkeys  of  Ryeott  in  i5yi  (now  a  part  of  South  More  ton).  The  Manor  of  Gatehampton 
was  inherited  by  Edward  Whistler  his  son,  who, dying  intestate  in  1577,  was  succeeded  by  his  son  John,  who  was 
only  fourteen  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death.  This  John  Whistler  purchased  the  Manor  of  Whitchurch 
on  iS  June,  ibo5,  for  one  thousand  pounds  from  Sir  George  Howme,  Knt.,  Lord  Howmk  or  Holme  of  Harwich. 
John  Wins  1  le r  had  four  sous,  among  whom  he  divided  his  property  as  follows  {vide  his  will,  B.C.C.  “  Skinner  ”,  fo.  4) : 
‘‘The  Manor  of  Gatehampton  to  Edward  and  the  avowson  of  Whitchurch;  to  William  (third  son)  and  his  heirs  the 
mills  and  fishing  of  the  River  Thames,  and  also  Great  ami  Little  Binditeh  and  Hammersley  ;  to  Thomas  Whistler 

- .  To  Kalimi  all  the  manor  of  Whitchurch  except  what  is  above  bequeathed  with  the  farm  and  park,  and  also 

the  Thrupp  containing  the  copyholds  within  the  town  and  100  of  the  best  trees  in  Binditeh  and  Hammersley  towards 
the  building  in  Whitchurch”.  Another  Whistler,  Hugh,  possessed  land  in  Little  Milton  and  Hazely,  Oxon,  and 
Hugh’s  son  Henry,  the  second  of  four,  a  Follow  of  Trinity  College,  Oxford,  was  Rector  of  Whitchurch  for  fifty-six 
years.  It  would  seem,  however,  that  the  family  chiefly  resided  in  Goring  (vide  ‘  History  of  Whitchurch’,  chapter  VI, 
by  Rev.  John  Slatter,  M.A.,  1895,  also  ‘  The  Close  Rolls’,  Clause  3,  James  I,  part  XVII). 

J  John  Gymmott  of  Bynfield  Hundred,  Shiplake,  mentioned  in  the  ‘  Exchequer  l.ay  Subsidies’,  162/281,  1550  ; 
Augmentation  Office,  Particulars  of  Leases  Oueen  Elizabeth,  vol.  i,  fo.  35,  County  of  Oxford,  Walter  Gemotte.  In 
1660  George  Jemmatt  bought  the  Manor  of  Shiplake  from  Thomas  Signer  of  Stoner,  and  included  in  this  was  the 
greater  part  of  the  Holm  wood  Estate  of  the  present  day.  The  family  of  Jemmatt,  Jemmett,  J  emmot,  etc.  (originally 
Gemotte— -the  Norman  spelling)  were  large  landowners  iu  Shiplake.  Samuel  Jemmatt  was  Mayor  of  Reading  in 
1661,  a  descendant  of  the  Shiplake  family.  Vide  ‘  History  of  Shiplake  ’,  by  Emily  |.  Ceimenson,  i8y|. 

J  1 1 1 1 1  n  Wilder  of  Nunhide  was  grandson  of  Nicholas  Wilder,  an  officer  at  the  Battle  of  BoswoHh,  1483, 
who  is  said  to  have  settled  in  England  from  Germany,  and  to  have  been  granted  an  estate  and  armorial  insignia  in 
I.|<j7  (Fin  Wilder  in  German  means  “A  wild  man  ”).  I'ide  “  Wilder  Family  of  Purley  Hall  and  Sulham,  Co.  Berks”, 
‘  Burke’s  Landed  Gentry’,  iyo6,  fo.  i8oy. 

§  Parish  Register  of  South  Stoke. 


c.,,/ih  o  rim/  jun 


,*ji  t  i  '  -m  jri ;  i  t\oi'  /(. [  \  j  i  r?l»V/ 


■ 


12 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Church  on  5  October,  1600.  He  eventually  married  Annis,  or  Ann,  sister  of  Walter 
Christmas  of  Shiplake  and  Henley  in  Oxfordshire,  and,  purchasing  a  small  estate  at 
Henwick  by  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  which  he  farmed,  became 


The  Interior,  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 

The  last  resting-place  of  many  members  of  the  Higgs  family,  including  Griffith  Higgs 
and  Sara  Payn,  his  wife,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  Chaplain  to  Charles  I. 


the  ancestor  of  many  Higgses  in  that  parish  (see  Chapter  IV),  and  it  is  from  him  that 
the  writer  of  this  narrative  claims  descent. 

Such  was  the  family  of  Griffith  and  Sara  Higgs  of  Barre  Place,  South  Stoke,  and 
it  was  in  that  old  house  that  several  succeeding  generations  of  Higgses  lived.  The  reader 
will  be  able  from  this  outline  to  better  visualize  the  home,  and  family  circle,  in  which 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  was  born,  and  in  which  he  spent  his  last  days. 
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THE  WILL  OF  GRIFFITH  HIGGS,  YEOMAN,  OF  SOUTH  STOKE,  IN  THE 
COUNTY  OF  OXFORD.  (Son  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  Higgs.) 

(P.C.C.  “  W  indebank”,  Jo.  11,  1608.) 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen  :  The  fifteenth  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord 
God,  One  thousand,  six  hundred  and  five,  and  in  the  third  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  King  James. 

I,  Griffith  Higges  of  South  Stoke,  in  the  county  of  Oxon,  Yeoman,  being  of 
good  and  perfect  mind  and  memory  (Thanks  be  given  to  God)  and  knowing  and  con¬ 
sidering  the  notability  and  instableness  of  this  transitory  world,  and  that  death  to  all 
persons  is  a  thing  most  certain,  and  the  hour  thereof  most  uncertain,  do  make  and  ordain 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following  : — 

First  :  I  bequeath  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  my  Maker  and  to  Jesus  Christ,  my 
Redeemer  by  whose  precious  bloodsheding  I  hereby  believe  to  be  saved,  and  my  body 
to  be  buried  in  the  Church  of  South  Stoke  aforesaid. 

Item  :  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Mother  Church — two  pence,  and  to  the  Church 
of  South  Stoke — three  shillings  and  four  pence,  besides  that  which  is  due  for  lying  in  the 
church. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  Mary  Higges,  my  daughter,  her  Mother’s  best  gown,  a  peticoat, 
which  was  her  Grandmother  Payne’s  ;  a  kirtle,  which  was  her  Grandmother  Payne’s; 
a  silk  apron  ;  a  silk  girdle  ;  and  a  red  bearing  cloth. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  the  said  Mary  a  joined  bedstead,  which  is  at  Dancastle’s  House  ; 
my  third  and  worst  feather  bed,  a  feather  bolster  according,  a  pillow  with  pillow  beer  ; 
a  pair  of  canvas  sheets  ;  a  pair  of  blankets  ;  a  coverlet,  which  1  had  with  my  wife  ; 
my  worst  brass  pot  ;  a  second  kettle  ;  a  spice  morter  ;  and  the  sixth  part  of  my  pewter  ; 
a  coffer  which  was  her  Mother’s,  and  a  table  cloth. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  the  said  Mary  Higges,  my  daughter,  twenty  pounds  of  good 
and  lawful  money  of  England  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  Mary  Higges  my  daughter, 
when  she  shall  come  to  the  full  age  of  twenty  and  one  years,  or  within  five  months  after 
her  marriage,  which  of  them  shall  first  happen  after  my  decease. 

Item  :  1  give  and  bequeath  unto  Magdalen  Higges,  my  daughter,  my  worst  joined 
bedstead,  standing  in  the  lower  chamber  ;  my  second  feather  bed  ;  a  flock  bed  ;  the 
best  coverlet  of  my  wife’s  own  making — yellow  and  green  ;  a  pair  of  sheets  of  canvas, 
the  second  feather  bolster  ;  the  best  pillow  and  one  pillow  beer,  a  pair  of  blankets. 

Item  :  1  give  unto  the  same  Magdalen  Higges,  my  daughter,  a  gown,  a  peticoat, 
a  worsted  kirtle,  a  cambric  apron,  which  was  her  Mother's  bequest,  a  linen  bearing  cloth 
and  my  best  table  cloth. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  Mary  Higges  and  Magdalen  Higges,  my  daughters,  all  their 
Mother’s  other  wearing  linen,  not  only  for  their  own  wearing,  but  for  the  use  of  their 
children  when  they  were  young  to  be  divided  equally  between  them  by  my  overseers. 

Item  :  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  Magdalen  Higgs,  my  daughter,  my  wife’s  second 
coffer,  my  best  brass  pot,  my  best  kettle,  my  pewter  quart  pot,  and  the  sixth  part  of 
my  pewter.  And  my  will  is  that  Magdalen,  my  daughter,  shall  have  that  pewter,  and 
all  other  things  else,  which  have  been  given  unto  her  by  her  Godfather  and  Godmothers. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  Magdalen  Higgs,  my  daughter,  the  sum  of  three  score  pounds 
of  good  and  lawful  money  of  England  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  Magdalen  when  she 
shall  come  to  the  full  age  of  twenty  and  one  years,  or  within  six  months  after  her  marriage, 
which  of  them  shall  happen  first. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  Nicholas  Higges,  my  son,  the  sum  of  Four  score  pounds  of  good 
and  lawful  money  of  England  to  be  paid  unto  him  at  his  full  age  of  twenty  and  one  years. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  Richard  Higges,  my  son,  the  sum  of  Three  score  &  five  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  of  good  and  lawful  money  of  England  to  be  paid  unto 
him  at  his  full  age  of  twenty  and  one  years. 

Item  :  1  give  unto  Griffith  Higges,  my  son,  one  plain  bedstead,  one  flock  bed  and 
bolster,  a  red  coverlet,  two  pairs  of  sheets,  two  blankets,  and  a  table  which  standeth  at 
Dancastle’s,  and  a  coffer  at  home  in  mine  own  chamber  that  hath  no  key  to  the  lock. 
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Item  :  My  will  is  that  Barton  Higges,  my  Eldest  son,  shall  have  the  use  and  occu¬ 
pation  of  Dancastle’s  and  Brill’s  hold,  until  my  said  son  Griffith  Higgs  shall  accomplish 
and  be  of  the  full  age  of  two  and  twenty  years,  the  said  Barton  his  executors  or  adminis¬ 
trators  paying  unto  the  said  Griffith  Higgs,  my  son,  yearly  the  sum  of  fifteen  pounds 
of  good  and  lawful  money  of  England,  dividing  it  into  even  portions  to  be  paid 
quarterly,  and  to  begin  to  be  paid  at  the  next  quarter  ensuing  four  months  after  my 
decease. 

Item  :  My  Will  is  that  when  my  son  Griffith  Higgs  shall  come  to  the  age  of  two 
and  twenty  years,  and  then  be  willing  or  at  any  time  after  shall  be  willing,  to  have  my 
aforesaid  son  Richard  Higges  and  Magdalen  Higgs,  my  daughter,  to  surrender  their 
states  of  Dancastle’s  and  Brill’s  holds  aforesaid  to  the  further  use  and  behalf  of  the 
said  Griffith  Higgs  upon  his  agreement  with  the  Lord  that  the  said  Richard  and 
Magdalen  shall  surrender  their,  and  either  of  their,  estates  as  is  aforesaid,  or  else  the 
said  Richard  Higgs  shall  have  thirty  pounds  less,  and  the  said  Magdalen  twenty  pounds 
less.  Then  I  have  above  in  this  my  Will  bequeathed  unto  them,  which  said  last  two 
sums  of  thirty  pounds,  and  twenty  pounds,  shall  be  deducted  out  of  their  legacies  by 
mine  executors,  his  executors,  or  administrators  to  Nicholas  Higgs,  my  son,  above  said 
at  his  age  above  said,  but  if  the  said  Richard  Higgs,  my  son,  and  Magdalen  Higgs, 
my  daughter,  shall  be  willing  and  do  surrender  as  is  above  said,  then  my  Will  is  that 
the  said  Griffith  Higgs,  my  son,  his  executors  or  administrators,  shall  either  presently 
pay,  or  give  security  to  pay,  unto  the  said  Richard  Higgs,  his  executors  or  adminis¬ 
trators,  and  to  Magdalen  Higgs,  my  daughter,  or  to  her  executors  or  administrators, 
to  each  of  them  the  sum  of  Twenty  pounds  of  good  and  lawful  money  of  England,  and 
further  my  Will  is  that  if  my  said  Daughter  Magdalen  shall  be  towards  any  marriage, 
or  be  married  before  the  said  Griffith  Higges,  my  son,  demands  surrender  as  is  afore¬ 
said,  that  her  husband — before  the  receipt  of  her  legacy  of  Three  score  pounds — shall 
enter  into  bond  of  three  score  pounds  for  performance  for  so  much  of  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  as  is  to  be  perfoimed  by  her,  according  to  my  desire,  in  this  my  last 
Will  &  Testament. 

And  further,  my  Will  is  that  Barton  Higgs,  my  eldest  son,  shall  have  all  my  copy- 
holds  in  South  Stoke,  and  shall  receive  the  rent,  which  is  to  be  paid  unto  me,  mine  heirs, 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  by  Roger  Davys,  alias  Smith,  my  tenant  at 
Weobly,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  by  a  lease  let  to  him  by  me  of  my  lands  there,  for  the 
term  of  years  which  be  yet  to  come,  as  by  the  said  lease  more  at  large  appeareth,  which 
Rent  is  two  and  twenty  pounds  by  the  year,  and  all  my  goods  ungiven  and  unbequeathed. 
In  consideration,  and  upon  condition  that  the  said  Barton  Higgs,  my  son,  do  pay  out 
of  the  said  rents  the  sum  of  Forty  shillings  rent  charge  to  my  Aunt  Mistress  Anne 
Dancastle  and  her  heirs. 

And  in  consideration  and  upon  condition  that  the  said  Barton  Higgs,  my  son, 
shall  find  sufficient  meat,  drink,  and  apparel,  and  all  things  else  necessary  to  their  clean 
keeping  and  lodging,  good  bringing  up,  and  learning,  and  other  instructions  and  teaching 
meet  for  them,  according  to  their  states,  to  Richard  Higgs,  my  son,  Nicholas  Higgs, 
my  son,  and  Magdalen  Higgs,  my  daughter,  until  they  come  to  the  full  age  of  twenty 
and  one  years,  or  be  provided  by  him  of  good  and  meet  services,  or  places,  by  the  dis¬ 
cretion  and  good  liking  of  mine  overseers  ;  and  unto  Griffith  Higgs,  my  son,  until 
the  time  that  he  doth  receive  the  fifteen  pounds  by  the  year,  as  is  aforesaid,  and  in 
consideration  and  upon  the  condition  that  he,  the  said  Barton  Higgs,  shall  pay  and 
discharge  all  my  debts  and  the  legacies  given  by  me  to  my  other  children,  and  in  con¬ 
sideration,  and  upon  the  condition,  that  the  said  Barton  Higgs,  my  son,  will  be  ruled 
by  the  discretion,  good  guidance  and  council  of  this  my  last  Will,  in  this  my  Will  named, 
both  concerning  the  bringing  up  of  my  children  as  is  aforesaid,  by  order  of  their  discretion 
for  payment  of  my  debts,  and  in  his  course  of  husbandry,  and  husbanding  of  his  things 
and  business  in  good  thrist,  or  else,  and  so  it  is  my  Will,  that  it  shall  be,  and  may  be 
lawful,  and  I  give  authority  unto  John  Higges,  my  brother,  Henry  Atkins  and  Matthew 
Payne,  my  brothers-in-law,  which  three  I  do  make  and  ordain  to  be  overseers  of  this  my 
last  Will  and  Testament,  upon  just  dislike  of  my  son  Barton’s  dealings  in  the  premises 
at  any  time  to  take  into  their  hands  all  this  my  Copyholds  (if  my  son  shall  be  under 
age,  or  otherwise  if  of  full  age)  but,  those  holds  of  mine  called  Dancastle’s  and  Brill’s,  and 
the  rents  and  goods  so  willed  unto  the  said  Barton  Higgs,  for  the  accomplishing  of 
my  Will  to  my  other  children,  for  payment  of  my  debts  and  rent  charge,  until  the  said 
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Barton,  my  son,  shall  in  sufficient  security  for  the  performance  of  all  those  things  which 
I  have  willed  to  be  performed  by  him. 

Item  :  My  Will  is  that  those  goods,  or  household  stuff,  apparel  and  wearing  linen, 
which  I  have  given  to  Griffith  Higgs,  my  son,  Mary  Higgs  and  Magdalen  Higgs, 
my  daughters,  shall  be  praised  and  put  in  an  inventory,  and  that  my  son  Barton  shall 
deliver  unto  them  the  same,  or  else  his  executors,  or  administrators,  at  the  time  appointed 
for  the  delivery  of  them,  or  else  the  price  as  they  shall  be  valued  at  their  choice  which 
should  have  them. 

Item  :  I  do  give  to  the  Poor  of  this  Parish — Thirty  shillings  to  be  paid  and  distributed 
in  the  year  of  years  of  executorship  according  to  the  accustom  of  the  appointment,  and 
by  the  discretion  of  mine  overseers  above  named,  to  every  of  which  overseers  I  give 
Twenty  shillings  apiece  for  their  pains. 

Item  :  I  give  to  every  one  of  my  servants  one  Bushel  of  Barley  ;  all  the  rest  of  my 
goods  ungiven  and  unbequeathed,  my  debts  being  paid  and  funeral  discharged,  I  give 
and  bequeath  to  Barton  Higgs,  my  son,  whom  1  make  and  ordain  my  full  and  sole 
executor,  he  doing  and  performing,  according  to  my  Will  as  is  aforosaid,  or  else  the 
said  my  overseers  to  take  the  execution  of  my  Will  upon  them,  as  is  aforesaid  and 
prescribed,  and — 

Further  my  Will  is— That  all  things,  in  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  comprised, 
shall  be  taken  and  construed  according  to  good  meaning,  though  the  words  be  not  set 
down  according  to  good  form  of  law. 


In  Witness  whereof  I  the  said  GRIFFITH  HIGGES  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal.  In  the  presence  of  the  witnesses  whose  names  are  under¬ 
written  by  me 


Witness  hereof  are  HILLARY  FISHWICKE,  Vicar  then. 
Byrne  ANTHONY  HARVEY. 

JOHN  HIGGES — whose  Mark  this  is  x. 
and  WILLIAM  HIGGS,  whose  Mark  this  is  #. 
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The  Bust,  with  Armorial  Bearings  above,  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs 
(Chaplain  for  many  years  at  The  Hague  to  H.M.  Queen  Elizabeth  of 
Bohemia,  and  later  Chaplain-in-Ordinary  to  her  brother,  King 
Charles  I).  From  the  Memorial  Tablet  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South 
Stoke,  Oxon. 


i-.ji  ni  iv/  ,t  tj :  |  •„  i 

. 
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CHAPTER  III 

I  he  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  the  third  child  and  second  son  of  Griffith  Higgs, 
by  Sara  Payne  his  wife,  was  born  at  South  Stoke  and  baptized  in  the  parish  church  of 
St.  Andrew  on  28  October,  1589,*  and  according  to  the  Anglican  Calendar,  “  On  the  day 
of  St.  Simon  and  St.  Jude  The  old  monastic  dwelling  which  had  belonged  to  his 


The  Ancient  Monastic  House,  Barre  Place,  now  the  Manor  Farmhouse,  South  Stoke. 


great-great-great-uncle  Walter  Barton  thus  became  the  birthplace  of  this  member 
of  the  Higc.s  family,  who  became  a  prominent  member  of  the  State  Church,  and  the 
intimate  friend  of  the  Royal  Houses  of  England  and  Bohemia.  The  old  village  (though 
probably  not  the  old  residence)  also  was  destined  to  become  the  scene  of  his  last  days. 
Barre  Place,  or  the  Manor  Farmhouse,  is  not  a  large  home,  taking  it  altogether,  but 
substantial  and  comfortable,  rambling  and  picturesque.  There  is  the  large  dining-hall 


*  Vide  South  Stoke  Parish  Registers,  Part  II. 
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The  Oak-Beamed  Dining-Hall,  Barre  Place,  South  Stoke  (now 

the  Manor  Farmhouse). 


The  Oak-Panelled  Room,  Barre  Place,  South  Stoke  (now  the 

Manor  Farmhouse). 


(By  the  courtesy  of  the  present  tenants  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Bullock.) 
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(the  low  ceiling  of  which  is  broken  up  by  heavy  oak  beams  which  carry  the  floor  above), 
with  its  great  square  fireplace,  a  room  which  until  recently  was  paved  with  large  red 
tiles,  and  must  have  been  the  scene  of  many  a  family  gathering  in  the  days  gone  by. 
Long  before  those  times,  one  can  well  visualize  the  monks  as  they  sat  around  the  long 
refectory  table,  llien  there  is  the  square  oak-panelled  room  at  the  east  end  of  the 


Queen  Elizabeth  oe  Bohemia,  Sister  oe  Kino 
Charles  1  oe  England. 

To  whom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  was  Chaplain 
for  ten  years  at  The  Hague,  and  who  presented  him 
with  a  costly  Bible  embossed  with  the  Royal  Arms 
of  Bohemia  and  England,  besides  many  other  Royal 
gifts.  (From  a  rare  print  after  the  original  by  Michael 
Mireveldt.) 


Lord  Harrington  of  Combe  Abbey,  Co. 
Warwick. 

An  earnest  Protestant  Churchman  to  whose  care 
and  guardianship  the  early  life  and  training  of  the 
Princess  Elizabeth  was  entrusted  by  her  father 
King  James  I. 


house,  which  might  have  been  used  as  the  library,  with  its  windows  looking  south  on  to 
the  private  entrance  to  the  parish  church  and  churchyard,  separated  from  the  old  garden 
of  Bane  Place  by  a  low,  creeper-covered  stone  wall.  The  windows  from  the  rooms  above 
(in  one  of  which  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  no  doubt  first  saw  the  light  of  day),  looking 
west  across  the  winding  river,  command  a  beautiful  view  towards  Moulsford  and  the 
Berkshire  hills.  Such  was  the  place  where  the  parents  of  Griffith  Higgs  lived  together 
for  seventeen  years,  and  where  he,  and  his  brothers  and  sisters,  were  born.  When  a 
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boy  he  was  sent  to  the  Reading  Grammar  School,*  and  though  small  of  stature, |  he  soon 
showed  a  brilliance  of  mind.  He  was  but  thirteen  years  of  age  when  he  lost  his  beloved 
mother,  and  Barre  Place  must  have  had  a  great  emptiness  for  him  when  home  for  his 
vacations.  In  1606,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,!  his  father  sent  him  to  St.  John’s  College, 
Oxford,  where  he  rapidly  made  great  proficiency  in  logic  and  philosophy,  so  much  so 
that  it  is  recorded  of  him  “  He  was  worthily  esteemed  the  flower  of  the  undergraduates 
of  that  House,  whether  for  Oratory  or  Disputations  ”.§  Another  irreparable  loss  came  to 
him  after  his  first  two  years  at  the  University  in  the  death  of  his  father,  but  old  Griffith 
Higgs  must  have  passed  away  feeling  intensely  proud  of  the  progress  of  his  son  at  St. 
John’s.  His  father’s  decease  did  not  interfere  with  his  University  education,  and  after 
taking  his  B.A.  degree  he  wrote  in  Latin  verse  in  the  year  1610, ||  “  Navitas  vita  et  mors 
D.  Tiiomae  White  militis  et  aldermani  civitatis  London  et  Foundatoris  Coll.  S.  Johannis 
Bapt.  Oxon.”,  or  “  The  Life  and  Death  of  Dr.  Thomas  White,  soldier  and  alderman  of 
London  and  Founder  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  College,  Oxford  ”.  This  manuscript  is  in 
the  custody  of  the  President  of  that  House  and  there  are  also  a  number  of  other  writings 
of  his  in  prose  and  verse  still  preserved,  among  which  is  “  The  Christmas  Prince  of  St. 
John  ”,  written  in  1607.  In  1611  he  was  elected  probationer  Fellow  of  Merton  College,^} 
and  taking  his  M.A.  degree  had  Holy  Orders  conferred  upon  him,  and  two  small  cures 
successively  in  the  Gift  of  that  College.  At  the  age  of  thirty-three,  in  the  year  1622,** 
notwithstanding  his  small  stature,  it  is  related  “  He  did  undergo  with  great  courage,  the 
Procuratorial  Office  in  the  University  ”,  and  as  Proctor  he  would  have  had  to  exercise 
disciplinary  powers  over  the  undergraduates,  and  therefore  an  office  in  the  University 
requiring  great  tact  and  discretion,  with  firmness  and  a  keen  sense  of  justice,  which  as 
a  comparatively  young  man  the  Rev.  Griffith  Higgs  was  called  upon  to  fill.  James  I 
was  still  upon  the  English  throne.  His  eldest  daughter,  the  Princess  Elizabeth,  who 
was  born  at  Falkland  Palace  in  Fife,  Scotland,  in  1596,  had  received  her  education  under 
the  superintendence  of  Lord  and  Lady  Harrington  at  Combe  Abbey  in  Warwickshire. 
In  Miss  Benger's  ‘  Memoirs  of  Elizabeth  Stuart,  Oueen  of  Bohemia,  daughter  of 
James  I  ’,  published  in  1825,  fo.  69,  we  find  the  following  reference  in  connection  with  the 
residence  of  Elizabeth  Stuart  with  the  Harringtons,  and  the  early  influences  under 
which  this  Princess,  who  was  later  to  occupy  the  throne  of  Bohemia  as  the  consort  of 
the  Elector  Palatine  Frederic  V  (who  accepted  the  crown  of  Bohemia  in  1618), 
came,  and  whose  Chaplain  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  became  in  1627  : 


“  The  habits  of  Combe  Abbey  appear  to  have  been  as  regular  as  those  of  a  religious 
community.  Lord  Harrington,  a  Protestant  strictly  attached  to  the  church  and 
state,  was,  politically  speaking,  an  unexceptionable  guardian  for  the  British  Princess, 
his  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter,  were  both  eminently  distinguished— the  former 
John  Harrington,  well  known  as  the  correspondent  and  bosom  friend  of  Prince  Henry, 
was  of  unblemished  morals,  but  in  his  religious  sentiments  had  imbibed  an  almost  ascetic 
austerity  ;  his  sister  Lucia,  whom  Ben  Jonson  flatters  for  her  beauty,  and  Daniell 
commends  for  learning,  is  celebrated  by  Donne  and  all  the  poets  of  the  day  as  a  muse 
and  a  grace,  and  was  unquestionably  a  woman  of  rare  attainments.  At  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  Elizabeth’s  residence  in  Combe  Abbey,  young  Harrington,  then  in  his  six¬ 
teenth  year,  was  finishing  his  studies  previous  to  travelling  on  the  continent,  to  explore 
the  remains  of  Roman  antiquity,  being  then  regarded  as  essentially  necessary  to  a  gentle¬ 
man’s  education.  His  intimacy  with  Prince  Henry  was  founded  on  mutual  esteem 
and  perfect  harmony  in  their  moral  and  religious  principles.  In  the  tastes  and  aptitudes 
of  those  distinguished  youths,  there  appeared  to  have  been  little  sympathy  ;  imbued 
with  the  love  of  letters  and  the  arts,  Harrington  already  discovered  literary  abilities, 


*  Vide  mural  tablet,  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 
t  Loc.  cit.  J  Loc.  cit.  §  Loc.  cil.  ||  T.oc.  cit.  ^  Loc.  cit. 


**  Loc.  cil. 
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of  which  Henry  gave  no  similar  indications  ;  nor  did  his  quiet  sedentary  habits  and 
meditative  dispositions  accord  with  the  martial  spirit  that  had  animated  the  prince 
from  early  childhood.*  In  their  fates  alone  is  to  be  traced  a  marked,  though  melancholy, 
resemblance  ;  both  blasted  in  the  spring  of  life — long  before  either  had  verilied  the 
predictions  of  their  tutors,  or  repaid  the  bounty  of  nature.  Lucia  Harrington  was, 


The  Embossed  Leather  Cover  and  Title-Page  of  the  Bible  Presented  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  by  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia,  Now 
Preserved  in  the  Library  of  Merton  College,  Oxford. 


like  her  mother,  fitted  to  adorn  a  court,  and,  like  her  brother,  formed  to  enjoy  retirement  : 
she  was  not  only  learned,  but  in  a  high  degree  cultivated  and  ingenious,  and  so  pre¬ 
eminently  gifted  with  the  attributes  of  taste,  that  in  gardening,  in  architecture,  and 
poetry,  her  discriminating  judgment  was  generally  admitted.  When  Elizabeth  arrived 
at  Combe  Abbey,  Lucia,  who  had  scarcely  attained  womanhood,  was  its  inmate,  and  the 
elegance  of  her  mind  and  manners  must  have  been  advantageous  to  the  young  princess, 

*  According  to  the  interesting  account  of  John  Harrington  in  the  ‘  Nug;e  Antiquae  ’,  lie  allowed  but  five  hours 
to  sleep,  and  employed  his  waking  hours  in  useful  exercises,  in  study,  and  devotion.  In  character  he  resembled 
King  Edward  V'l  rather  than  l’rince  Henry. 


22 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


who,  like  her,  acquired  a  relish  for  gardening  and  architecture  ;  and,  had  her  days 
flowed  on  in  prosperity,  would  probably  have  fallen  under  the  reproach  incurred  by 
Lucia  for  her  immeasurable  indulgence  of  taste  and  munificence.  During  her  residence 
at  Combe  Abbey  the  favourite  companion  of  Elizabeth  was  Anne  Dudley,*  Lord 
Harrington’s  niece,  with  whom  she  formed  a  friendship  never  to  be  relinquished. 
Under  this  roof  she  was  surrounded  by  every  object  that  could  afford  healthful  and 
varied  gratification  to  childhood.  ‘  With  God’s  assistance  ’,  writes  Lord  Harrington, 

‘  we  hope  to  do  our  Lady  Elizabeth  such  service  as  is  due  to  her  princely  endowments 
and  natural  abilities,  both  which  appear  the  sweet  dawning  of  future  comfort  to  her 
royal  father 

Elizabeth  became  a  very  staunch  Protestant  and  a  woman  of  exceptional  character. 
She  married  the  Prince  Elector  Palatine  in  1613  and  with  him  went  to  live  at  Prague, 
the  capital  of  Bohemia,  upon  her  husband  accepting  the  kingdom.  From  that  time  on 
her  life  was  clouded  with  misfortune.  Driven  from  the  Palatinate,  she  remained  a 
fugitive  for  many  years.  Prague  had  been  besieged  and  had  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  and  Frederic  and  his  Queen  had  a  narrow  escape  for  their  lives.  They  reached 
Breslau  by  unfrequented  roads,  at  all  times  impracticable  to  a  carriage,  and  which  at 
the  time  had  been  rendered  more  difficult  by  a  heavy  fall  of  snow,  “  such  as  three  days 
earlier  might  have  saved  their  kingdom  ”.j  During  this  perilous  journey  Elizabeth 
suffered  positive  hardships,  accompanied  by  circumstances  peculiarly  calculated  to  appal 
a  woman’s  imagination.  She  rode  on  horesback  behind  a  young  British  volunteer 
named  Hopton,  of  good  family,  and,  after  much  difficulty,  Frederic  secured  the  Castle 
of  Custrin,  which  was  in  a  bare  and  unlivable  condition,  but  the  only  temporary  shelter 
they  could  secure,  and  it  was  there  that  she  was  delivered  of  a  son,  whom  they  named 
Maurice.  Finally  they  reached  the  Hague  in  Holland,  and  it  was  here  that  Elizabeth 
took  up  her  residence  for  a  number  of  years,  whilst  her  husband  Frederic  was  away 
fighting  as  the  leader  for  the  Calvinist  Party  in  Germany.  The  greatest  of  all  her 
troubles  was  the  death  of  her  beloved  husband  in  1632,  for  they  were  devoted  to  each 
other  and  to  their  family,  and  it  was  perhaps  at  this  time  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs  was  able  to  speak  some  special  words  of  comfort,  for  in  1625  Charles  I  had  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  upon  the  throne  of  England,  and  two  years  later  it  was  he  who  sent 
Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  to  the  Hague  as  Chaplain  to  his  sister,  Her  Majesty  the  Oueen 
of  Bohemia,  in  which  capacity  Dr.  Higgs  served  for  ten  years.  There  is  little  doubt 
that  the  Doctor,  like  Lord  Harrington,  held  strongly  Protestant  views,  but  was  strictly 
attached  to  the  church  and  the  state,  or  he  never  would  have  been  selected  for  such 
distinctive  service  at  the  Hague, l  Charles  knowing  full  well  the  character  and  religious 
opinions  of  his  sister. 

It  was  during  this  time,  between  the  years  1629  and  1630,  that  Griffith  Higgs 
studied  for  his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Leyden,  and  during  this  time  he  published 
‘  Problemata  Theologica  :  Lugd.  Bat.  1630  '.  On  12  February,  1630,  he  was  created 
Doctor  of  that  faculty  by  the  famous  Andrew  Rivet,  and  in  his  examination  these 
theological  problems  were  defended  by  him.  During  the  years  in  which  he  wras  in  the 
service  of  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia  he  greatly  endeared  himself  to  the  Queen 
and  to  her  children,  and  upon  his  being  recalled  to  England,  about  the  year  1637,  by 
King  Charles,  Her  Majesty  Queen  Elizabeth  presented  him  with  a  beautiful  English 
Bible  (the  cover  of  which  was  embossed  with  the  Royal  Arms),  with  a  marker  of  blue 
silk  strings  fringed  with  gold.  This  Bible  is  still  preserved  in  the  Library  of  Merton 
College,  Oxford.  The  Queen  also  presented  him  with  several  portraits  in  oil  of  the 

*  Anne  Dudley  was  the  second  daughter  of  Edward  Sutton  Lord  Dudley  and  Theodosia  Harrington  ; 
her  brother  Fekdinando  Dudley  was  made  Knight  of  the  Bath  at  the  creation  of  Henry,  Prince  of  Wales,  1600. 

t  ‘  Memoirs  of  Elizabeth  Siuart,  Queen  or  Bohemia  ’  (Miss  Benger). 

$  Vide  mural  tablet,  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 
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Bohemian  Royal  Family  and  members  of  the  Palatinate,  and  a  “  Gold  ring  with  a  faire 
diamond  in  it  in  form  of  a  heart  This  ring  Dr.  Higgs  left  to  his  sister  Mary,  the  wife 
of  Walter  Jemmett  of  Shiplake,  Oxon.  Among  the  pictures  he  received,  the  following 
are  bequeated  in  his  will  to  the  children  of  his  eldest  brother  Barton  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke*  : 


QJVUcfcS’  0$ 
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To  Griffith,  his  namesake,  the  portraits  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia. 

To  Barton,  the  second  son,  a  portrait  of  the  Prince  Elector  Palatine. 

To  Eleanor,  a  portrait  of  the  old  Prince  of  Orange  and  his  Princess. 

To  Mary,  a  portrait  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia. 

To  Sarah,  a  portrait  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

To  Elizabeth,  a  portrait  of  the  King  and  Oueen  of  Bohemia’s  eldest  son,  Prince 
Henry  Frederick,  who  was  drowned. 

To  Magdalen,  a  portrait  of  the  Princess  Loisa,  second  daughter  of  the  King  and 
Queen  of  Bohemia. 

Prince  Phillip,  the  youngest  son  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia,  presented  him 
with  a  “  small  silver  drinking  tunne — or  tankard  ”.  This  he  left  to  John  Higgs  of 
South  Stoke,  his  nephew,  the  youngest  son  of  his  brother  Barton  Higgs.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  trace  the  ownership  of  these  royal  gifts  in  the  present  day.  The  silver 

*  Will  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  1659,  P.C.C-  “  Nabbs  ”,  fo.  8. 
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tankard  John  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  left  to  his  son  John.*  (See  pedigree  traced  down  to 
the  eighteenth  century  of  the  descendants  of  Barton  and  Eleanor  Higgs.) 

Marriage  Settlement.  (Illustration  of  the  Original  Document,  p.  23.) 

Between — William  Harding  of  Turnor  Court,  in  Bessington  (now  Benson),  in  the 

County  of  Oxford,  yeoman,  and  Thomas  his  son  of  the  one  Part  and  John  Higgs  of 

South  Stoke,  Oxon,  yeoman  of  the  other  Part  dated  6  October  1696. 

This  John  Higgs  was  son  of  John  Higgs  and  Susannah  Bristow  his  wife,  as  shown 
on  the  pedigree  of  the  descendants  of  Barton  and  Eleanor  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  as 
being  aged  twenty-two  in  1695.  He  inherited  the  silver  tankard  from  his  father.  This 
illustration  is  interesting  as  being  from  a  photograph  of  the  actual  Deed  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  H.  R.  Moulton,  of  5,  Park  Hill,  Richmond,  Co.  Surrey,  and  a  good  example  of  a 
Settlement  upon  Marriage  at  this  period. 

By  this  settlement  on  the  said  John  Higgs  and  Mary,  daughter  of  the  said  William 
Harding,  William  Harding  agrees  to  pay  £300,  of  which  £100  is  left  continued  in  the 
hands  of  the  said  William,  and  which  £100  is  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  lands  in 
Fee  Simple  in  the  same  manner  as  lands  in  South  Stoke,  etc.,  are  already  settled  by 
indenture  tripartite  of  release  dated  2  October,  1696,  made  between  John  Higgs  of  the 
First  part,  William,  Thomas  and  Mary  Harding  of  the  second  part,  Richard  Pocock 
of  Mongewell,  Co.  Oxon,  Yeoman,  and  Richard  P2ast  of  Cromarsh  Gifford,  Co.  Oxon, 
husbandman  of  the  third  part,  with  the  proviso  that  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  said 
William  Harding,  John  Higgs  can  purchase  a  copyhold  in  the  Manor  of  South  Stoke 
for  £100,  to  be  then  paid  him  by  the  said  William. 

Witnesses  :  Honor  Crouche,  Lucy  Crouciie,  and  David  Bigg. 

Signatures  :  William  Harding  and  Thomas  Harding. 

Note. — Of  this  marriage  there  were  two  children  only,  Maky  Higgs  and  Rebecca  Higgs.  Vide  Chancery  Suit, 
Higgs  v.  IIiggs  (1318/72).  Part  II.  John  Higgs  married  twice. 


In  1633  William  Laud,  who  was  then  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  which  bishopric  he 
had  held  since  1626  and  was  one  of  King  Charles's  advisers  during  the  stormy  period 
between  the  years  1625  and  1629,  was  made  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  lie  had,  no 
doubt,  come  into  close  contact  with  the  Rev.  Griffith  Higgs  during  his  University 
career  at  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford,  where  he  had  taken  Holy  Orders  in  1600,  becoming 
President  of  St.  John’s  in  1611. 

Griffith  Higgs,  who  had  entered  St.  John’s  in  1606,  and  had  made  a  marked  name 
for  himself  as  “  The  flower  of  the  undergraduates  of  that  House  ”,  and  had  held  important 
offices  in  the  University  up  till  the  time  of  his  going  to  the  Hague  in  1627,  had,  unquestion¬ 
ably,  come  under  the  notice  of  the  President  of  St.  John’s  ere  Laud  had  left  to  become 
a  prebendary  in  Lincoln  Cathedral  in  1614.  j  William  Laud  was  sixteen  years  senior  to 
Griffith  Higgs,  having  been  born  at  Reading  in  1573.  The  reformation  of  the  church 
was  the  object  of  his  heart,  and  supported  by  King  Charles,  he  compelled  all  the  bishops 
to  retire  to  their  sees  ;  he  also  carried  out  many  valuable  reforms  in  the  University  of 
Oxford.  Upon  Dr.  Higgs’s  recall  from  service  with  the  Queen  of  Bohemia  and  her 
family  at  the  Hague,  through  the  influence  of  Archbishop  Laud  he  was  made  rector  of 

*  Vide  Will  of  John  Higgs,  1683,  ‘  Arch.  Oxon.’,  Ser.  II,  vol.  ii,  fo.  297.  John  Higgs  the  elder  married  Susanna, 
daughter  of  John  Bristow.  They  had  the  following  children  :  Griffith,  mentioned  in  Chancery  Suit,  23  May, 
1692,  John,  Barton  (ob.  infans),  and  Alice,  baptized  at  South  Stoke  12  July,  1G80. 

f  Archbishop  William  Laud  was  the  son  of  William  Laui>,  clothier  of  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  a  native  of  Woking¬ 
ham.  William  Laud,  the  father,  lived  in  a  house  on  the  north  side  of  Broad  Street,  in  Reading,  the  site  of  which 
is  now  called  “  Lawd  Place”.  He  filled  all  the  offices  in  the  town  save  the  mayoralty.  His  wife,  I.ucv,  was  the 
daughter  of  John  Wkuu,  of  Wokingham,  and  sister  of  Sir  William  Webb,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1591-  She 
first  married  John  Robinson,  clothier  of  Reading,  by  whom  she  had  a  son  William,  afterwards  a  Doctor  in  Divinity, 
and  five  daughters,  one  of  whom  was  the  mother  of  Dr.  Cotsford,  and  another  of  Dr.  Lavfield,  both  eminent 
clergymen.  The  Archbishop  was  the  only  issue  of  his  mother  by  her  second  marriage.  He  was  born  at  Reading 
7  October,  1573. 


PEDIGREE  of  iJiRev.Dr.Griffith Higgs  'to  wfyose family  tfe Iev" 

IS .  (It  would  he  interesting  to  trace. 


\72y  Of  flS  /lOJfaL  JLj 

'  O  CGi2tlLTlfl)  fye  Was  I  9  ^  in  descent from.  K I  N  G  HEN  RY  XL 

*  trjtTjfZst ij-r.  WILLIAM  WHISTLER  tfEL V/NGTON ,  172 

VVoll A5  c ot  ,  tfe  tO\ON,  wfose  widow  KAT H E1R I N E (Sole  Eocecui vine  of  her 

™jt™mibfo7ZoJtrried  Second^  JEREMIAH  WHARTON  muEiagamst  ike 

3ARTON  and-faends  .IBARTON  V\\QGS ,  huskanot oj ELEANOR 

3DANCA&*TLEJFRiZe7’  172  /ajVj  did  fis  utmost  to  Cry  and  Jorevent  this 
YV^l^NC  H^C  omb  112  $l’s>  % e  wiana^ed  to  frevail  ufon  K  A  LH  E  Rl  N  E  to 
w^.  <fY7A-  >/  her  tale  husbands  estate  izhon  feoffees  lor  the  hene-fitr  of 

WoluascotIY  Whistler  family  d.  Aroint  land 

h  of  (foR/MG  and  surivundiiT?  locality.  Ifie/a  are  some  fine 

(fORINGj  Parish  Church  .and  mural  tnhletsi  lo  the  memo/y  of 

.  {tiers  interred  in  t^af  ancient' edifice 

XWas  married  id  S.  Andrews  Ch.  S.  STOKE  f2S£PI.\6of 

and  valued  then  at  J^rhe  diffd  ^0  jULY  aild  >ra5 Juried  23^- JULY.  \66gd 
and  &2cor..  /tfep.  ex.  8  f vfoi/TH  Stokec  .  « 

made,  hy  Griffith  HiurLER  ,her  hrolhe^was  one  cf  the  Surveyors for  Composihon  wheat  lo  ding 
of  himself  and  THOyiFiedatout  1634  _  Katherine  As wife  was RicfiARpfYNKTTM  ojS Stoke . 

‘GRIFFITH  HIGG.IAM  'ELEANOR  1  MARY  'SARAH  'ELIZABETH  I^IAGDA 

orMARIA  haht.  at  baft S. Stoke  LEN. 
i  A,i/-  haht.  at  S. Stoke  2A-Ee&162I  Aa^JjAN 
1  /VJQ-  S.  Stoke  ,  T  May  1 0)5“  Do  wAom DW/ccs  I  6  2  A 


of  South  Stoke  .  Oxon  vr  el 
pa  ft:  there  30  Oct.  (fc  /  A  ^ 
dt  eol  „  /  5  ft  &  fetid  a  t 

TTiomzmental  JSnscril 
the fborch  of  S.  Andrew /l 

Tfeyvas  Socorofhisfal^. 
and.  one  of  che  three  £■:  o  ■ 


ere 


haft:  aC 
S-Sioke 

Mil  Proved  25fLoV.  I  6l2.  (rnentined  if  if 50  ft  an 

r  ,  Skediedin  in  her  Sister  Oil fhrtrait of 

II. Feb  1683  Lowdonh  Eleanors  prince: 
(tbn  Oxok.  was  hur  Will)  She  HENRY 
Seri/.  Vol  //f3  5/)  id  Ye  little  ??? ..  IDAY 


4 

TO . 

Twiddy 
jAeftvJ)* 

HIGGS 
FREDERICK  left  tier 


cJtjcuiLiK  iii.  -  .  -±jr^\  •  '  -  - - 0/  S3 

Chattel  llard  of  S  Stoke  Eldest  <%  f  - , 

WaSTM/WS  TER  ”  Son  of  the  r 

KlNGft&UeBN  pSLfpco 
of^ot/eM/a  rFclNCLSS 

who  was  drowned  *~0  ISA 

She.  772.  —  IBANKES 


Ur.  HIGGS 


Cfo  whom  the 
UevSDocro/e 
Griffith  Higgs 

left  an  Oil tbrfeait  Ctowhom  fbrtraitoj 
ofttheOld  FHince  !D- HIGGS  MeTkiNCE 
l/0 RANGED  As  tejtddoty'  •yORANGe.ariol^SO 
neiNCESG  an  Oil Fbrtrait 


'lined  throughout  m/^ARCH 
an  Oil  Portrait  of  the  g 
oftSoHE/fe / /?  which  he  Id 
from  the  ffdGllF.  Poll, 
lie  is  mentioned  in  Che 
Vfld/IER  k.  Jl/GGSflSrLdr 

1°  cording  toTtefosifion  .  of  The Princess  Elizabeth  o/3o^/-i 

t  Oct.  lo  Q5  he  U  i red  ant - - - — i - 1 4  rz : - 

latter  days  with  hii  fcfH\  G6S  =p  M  ARY  dau.of  ‘  BARTON  ALICE  lBAR.TON€LlZA 
who  (according  lo  one\t\a,Uecnnan  YY|LUAM  HAI^DINQ,  H  IQGS  babP  DAY  of  nrru 
younger  0f S .Stoke  l/eomarxn [605”  PldfdffZfT  1  l^l^T  S.  Stoke  S.StokI  DLin 
Worth  ahovefAOperamositzon  fclft  I2XULY  (fole'Exorfc  •••••• 

HI6QS  had  comflmned  tery .  TTiarriage^  f'ff  v  i/Wa  Eleanor  Higgs  W/Ji) 

forced  to  drink  water  mhis  father  I  with  whom  his  aged. 

B4  ufhen  he  died  9k  his finer  Jon hard  4^  Ob  lnj.  ^ac^eGRIFFiTH  HlGGS lived. 

1  BARTON  BOH  Nias  higgStMartha'james  higgs 

u  I P  A  Q  Co  ft£RK 5..  IWGJtofl.d  Bskks  .  ...  .  Centlemew,  of  /.  ELEANOR  yiuru 

n  GUO.  7aornOtS.  70WAZRRSH.  Oxen 

WMO/vGFQKi). 

'William  1  Mary  ary=  moses  1 


youTig 

She  died  WhLL/NGFORB  2  MARY  ^4 

fr1o  a  ELEANOR *1670 

hvx  Rb/Ngton  I679  4  MAR  Y.  haft  7 W 

, .  N/iYORof  miWCFORB  16  82 

-  M-  '79 J  died<%  4-Jul.Y  174-2.  MX  South  Stoke  Pm-Ch. 


_  I - \WiS70hmt  'ELIZABETH 'SARAH 

Higgs  w^/M7-fci7u  au-en  'Rebecca 'sarah  -r^ebt  frXLcis  fftfTE  * 

J>rkerffoc%.ii,  hcdiU  whored/  WEST  KING 

James  Higgsitoax  3  I  Oct.  d/00  Jrom  I  Ta  mi-  She  inherited  T  HH' 

Uncle  JAN  ES  H.  JANE  Land  at  WfiTE/WETOW 


who  left  hcrirch  1770 


leri 
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PEDIGREE  erf  Ike  descevdoDls  erf  BAR  TON  HIGGS,  6ldesthrol\er  of  rfe  JHeV.Dr,  GRIFFITH  HiGGS  to  wifose familjf  He  Ifafi 

JJoCtVr  heemeatked  lUPTTXf  of '  k  is  T^OJ/clL  Sirfls  ,(Tt  would  he  interesting  to  trace, 
tfiese  legacies  in  Z$e  2  0  Century-)  fte  was  1 9  $  in  descent  fmm.  King  HENRY  JL. 

"BARTON  HlGGSx  E  LEAN  OR ,  Sister  to  Wt  LLI  AM  WHISTLER  of ELV/AIGFON ,  in 


&  Tfe  was  Registrar  of  South  Stoke 
and  second  Cousin  to  Ann  e. 
Wollascot  ,  tile  Lady  of  the. 

77? a  nor  oj  South  Stoke,  Oxoh. 

VJDE:  IflBULHTION  SHOWING  KELfiTtOHSHIP 

jO£7-yv££/v  rue.  homilies  of:—  HI66S, 

ZBARTON ,  CLARKE, 


& 


Ge,v)ieYuan  ,(so  designated, 
in  Chancery  Proceedings  6feh. 

1654  Hiqqs  v.. Wharton 

(3-ridge.s 

ERj  7)p  wa&  rf&eldestson  f  GRIFFITH  HIGGS  Gentleman^- 

WlNCHCOMBE 
and. 

Wollascot. 

tie.  died , aged  85,  22  JULY  !  GGC)  aL  S. STOKE  and 

huried  there  the  neodr  day  .13 olh  he.  «  his 
wife  died  within  two  days ,  and  a  double 
funeral  took  place  . 

An  Inventory  of  his  goods  was  made  A  Barton  Higgs.  John  Hiqqs 
and  Jo  Breach  20  APR  I  L  I  6  oQ  ( three  months  hr  tor  to  his  death 
and  valued  lr?en  at^£/0.  G"RI  FFITH  H IGQS  Gentleman ,  his  eldest  son. 
and  £ccor„  Ufif.  ex.  8  MARCH  l  of  O  .  On  7  Oct.  /66g  administration,  was 
made  hy  Griffith  Higgs  of  alBond  in  relation  £YBarton  Higgs  m  the  names  tt 
of  hero  self  and.  THOMAS  HlGQS  cf  Coring  , Gentleman.  VlDE:  ArcYfyfon..Oxjord  AcrBK.Bf.5 


was 


‘GRIFFITH  HIGGS  GevY~  'B/YRTON 


Fanstl  of  GORING,  OXON.,  wliose  Widow  KaTHERI  N  E  [Sole  Focecudrix.  of  her 
kushsmols  Will)  Warned  Secondly  JEREMIAH  WHARTON  rmudi  against  Z^e 
Wishes  of  relatives  and  fnenots . IB AR TON  HlQGS Aushandof^hpJWIM. 
KATHERINES  Sister-in-law,  did  fis  utmost  to  fry  and  prevent  this 
marriage  hub.  failing  m  this,  fe  managed  to  prevail  upon  KATHERINE/o 
settle  a  good  fart  of  fer  tale  husbands  estate  upon  feoffees  Jar  the,  benefits  of 
herself  and  her  children.  -  oT^e  WHISTLER  FAMILY  Were  prominent'  land 
holders  in  lie parish  of  (Jojz/NQ  and  suriv  wading  locality.  J/iere  are  some  fine 
brasses  in  GORINQ  parish  Church, and  mural  tablets, Jo  the  memory  of 
various  Whistlers  interred  in  if  at  ancient  edifice 

ELEANOR  was  married  z»  S.  Andrews  Ch.  S. Stoke  22  SEPTl^OT 
She  died  20  JULY  and  wa-shu-ried.  23^ JULY .  l6  oQ  aE 
South  Stoke:. 

William  Whistler  per  brother,  was  one  of  the  purveyors  fm- Composition  wheat  lb  King 
Charles  Ljfe  died  about  1534- .  KATHERiNe^t'div^/enadaYA^r^/’RicHARDMAFrn'N  ofS.  Stoke  . 


of 


o{  South  Stoke.  Oxow  .  ^  _ 

papt:  there  30  Oct.  (h  /Sf  )  o  08.  South  Stoke  ,  CentS^f 
died.  /S f£afhur//)\6gz  2feoman  of 'Gor/a/G 
Tpopumental  dnscrijbtLon  over  Ox.o/v.  , 
the porch  cf  S.  Andrews  Church  haft--  1 6 1 7 (no  day  or 

-------  month  given) 

died,  aged  ffs 
fozzr .  at S.  STOKE 

%Y- Sept  1 690 

Will  hr.  Pc.c.  f6go 
ftyfajb.  15-40 

She  7?evJ)ocTO/e 
GRIFFITH  HIGGS 
Tefttiirq  an  Oil 
Portrait  of  the. 

J  CJct./6q5  he  lived  and  hoarded  In  his  pj,  AT  A^‘CTOR 
latter  days  With  his  likplevv  BaRTONIIAY  ’ 
who -according  to  one  Wl  LLI  AM  H I GG  S  the 
younger  qJ SStofe Ueomantlis  hoard  was  not 
Worth  abovefl  0  per  annum  and  GRIFFITH 
HIGGS  had  complained  that  fe  had.  been 
Freed  to  drink  water  instead  of heerff/e  was 
S4  when  he  died  8 (his funeral  was  faict ySr/iyTBARToNJDAf 


HIGGS=r  MARY 

dau.  of 


Uncle  thefPPV.DR.6H/PFJTHt7JG6S 
who  left  him  hif Best  cloth  cloake 
'lined  throughout  with.  Velvet  land 
an  Oil  Portrait  of  the  K/HGtfduEEH 
ofTBoHEPHR  which  he  brought 
from  the  ffflGUE ,  ftoLLfiom. 


hei  5  mentioned  in  Chancery  Suit 


‘JOHN  H!GGS=f5USANNAH 


°I 

XXJXA'  F  Stoke.  Oxoh. 

COMBER 

ntLTEN  T.9JULYI627 

fb.ZBpRKS  y  z  a 
c/o  whom  the 

H?ar:  dr  Dev. Doctor. 

Aston m  Griffith  hiqgs 

Derksh/he  left  St  small 
22  MAYI662  Silver dnnk- 
Tnentioned  zJf& 
inOiancery  ^ 

Suit  WmNER  ffrfl  J 
v.mes  ,  ^PrinceRh.H 

(Bridgesigg/j/)  °7  ^OHE/n/H 
Defendant  1 2e.iuashur.ar 


dau  of 

JOHN 
■BRISTOW, 

-Po  whom 
her  h  ushand 
left  his  Seal 
Wing 


‘WILLIAM 
HIGGS 
haft  at 
S.  Stoke 
26Dec 


‘ELEANOR 

baht  at. 
d.  Stoke 
I  610. 

Will  proved 

I  i .  Fe  13  I  £>85 


MARY  'SARAH 

orMARIA  baht,  at 
lAtJS  baft,  at  S.  Stoke, 


'ELIZABETH  I^IAGDA- 


hur.  there. 

20  March 
I  622 


hahlS.SroKE  LEN. 

- -  S4.FEBI62I  halts']  AN 

S Stoke  .  7  MayIoiS"  To  whom 7)*H/ggs  I  6  2  A 

25N0V.  lol2.  (rn&ntibned.  lyld.iO%ari  TH . 

She  died  in  in  her  Sis/er  OilPrtrait of  7  WLDDY 

Lo/vdowh-  Eleanors  prince:  WheBa/JP 

I  G  I  Q  (to n  Oxok.  Was  bur  Will)  She  HENRY  A' 

Ver. //.Void f33/)  iriJelilHe  rn.  .  “DAY  FREDERICK  loft  her 

^  Chafel  \Jard  of  S  Stoke  Ige  Eldest 

Jo  whom  the  WESTMINSTER. "  -n  “ri  Son  of  the 

Tev Doctor  CSt.T7]aiyaretii)  > l  TY 

Gfi  ffith  H  iggs  1 4  M Am  6 9  Vh  -n 

left  an  Oil  Portrait  Jo  whom  fbrbraitol 
ojdheOld  ^INCE  T?  HIGGS  MeTklNCE 
o/0RANGEYf4zs  lejtdio'fy  o/'0RANGeariol<^30. 

miNCEss  an  Oil tbrtract 

of  Hie  Princess 


Jsova 
Portrait 

feiw?1  Princess 

who  was  drowned  Co  ISA 
She  tt2. - TBANKES 


_ _ _  __  _ oj  Me  Princess  ELIZabetth  p/bogem/h _ 

l£bn^  fSHHwdf/D L,^R|FF|TH  'John  higgs  =p Mary jau.of  ‘barton’auce  'barton-eliza 

I690F  ZQ  Apr.  I  §83  l  i^ChS£Srul0n  -ixow.TrSrrrfrfe  S^Je  U/ULY 

<■**”**>  ifflr  l680  .sx”r^j 


feARTON1  JOHN  HIGGS ofwmimRB  ^safah'Grifith  'Barton  Higgs- 

i—i  I  FL  f  cl  Co  TBERKSPb  CKOWMUPSH.  Oxotv.  ,  , 
niUUb-  born: at S. STOKE Z/\F haffZJb FE 8.1668 


Tie  inherited  under  his  father’s  Will 
Jfis  land  called  HlVd/fVCOpBE  in  GORING 
Dole, :-A  fine  lacauered  wall  clock,  made  by  him  , 

S  fill  to  be,  seen  working  at  the  LflMB  ffoTEL  in 

WflLL/NGFOPZ).  Wd if  r.  1 73 1  (Fret], Berk.sJ?gj/8jj) 

'William  1  Mary  'Eliza 'Sarah  Martha 


higgs 

baht  at 
S.  Stoke 

'JJLi 

lSutliSm  'iaMAYltWLiSA’rfrigiri 


haft  2oSep  i  674-aP 
S.  Stoke.  Jo  whom  7)is 
father  demised  landal 
DONNWGTONG. >  tfUN- 
T/hqjDON.  M I, S.  Stoke 
church.  Will  hr. 


•d.2%  in  IG9F 

Vtifc^%h°n  Z*™.  Carriage  SiSTOKE 
Jo  whom  hrf father 

left  the  Silver. Jankard  ^  Ob.inj.  ZAcZGriefith  Hiqgs  lived. 

MARY ‘THOMAS  HIGGStMARTHA ‘  JAMES  HIGGS  >7 


of  ft B/NGDON.fbBEftKs 
Sole  '  trof  CPOWPMRSH.  Oxon 

Sodrix...  horn:  I  (s  83  , he znhen 
offer  fed  hisCWW/mPSH 
husbands  land  from  Tjis father 
Mil.  died-,  so  Apr.  17  ' 

■39 2J  WiU fir.  >74<?C pcc  1 


HIGGS.  j^f^BETH 


James  Higgs  of Wh LUNG  FORD 
who  left  her  ft  71QQ 


vff/G6S.\6g2  IBARTON  HIGGS  'JAMES  HIGGS  'MARY=MOSES  1 

"deceived  J,\00  from  Geoman  of  TwhnYJW  ALLEN 

7ns  Uncle  JAM  ES  H .  S  STOKE,  he  in-  MX  in  he  died. 
cd  lands  at  S.  Stoke  herded  his  Unde  S.  Stoke  3  i  Oct. 

9/GOR/NG 1/ his  brothers  land.  Tames  Higgs'  land  Church  177  o 


/.ELEANOR 


2  MARY 4^4 


3  ^ 

dud 

young 


Gfntlempw,  cf 
She  died.  W/Ud/NGFORD 

1730  ba/>PS.fTOK£22lUHL  ^  ELLAHUK  10/0 

hur /Jbthgxoh  I  679  A  MAR  Y  lahljm 

j  /  /~ia\  N/m/Rof  WftimtFdRD  lG  82 

•  y°  /3J  died  24-\July  1 74.2 ,  Ml  South Stoks  Pm- Ch. 

t— - |Uf§liJ\NNR  ' ELIZABETH  'SARAH 

Rebecca  Sarah  -rXWt  frXHcis  sfleGfst i 


)ARAH 

who  reel 
J/OO  from, 
her  Uncle  TAM  ES  H. 


West  King, 


'  JA  L  J  E  ja  n  Faif/Hx/numH 


TTT7 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 
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One  of  the  Bargeffes; 
Afterwards  Alderman 


■ 


■■  : 


Tablet  in  Chancel  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


the  rich  church  of  Clive,  or  Cliff,*  near  Dover  in  Kent,  and  Chauntor  of  St.  David’s  (the 
Bishopric  of  which  Welsh  see  was  held  by  William  Laud  from  1621-1626),  upon  the 
removal  of  Dr.  Fell  to  the  Deanery  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford.  Cliffe  Church  is  a  large, 
handsome  building,  dedicated  to  St.  Helen.  In  the  chancel  there  are  remains  to-day 
of  stained  glass,  and  six  stalls  that  were  formerly  appropriated  to  the  monks  of  Christ¬ 
church,  when  they  visited  their  estates  in  this  parish.  Here  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs 
laboured  until  1638,  when  he  was  made  Dean  of  Lichfield,  living  in  the  Dean’s  House 
within  the  Close,  and  at  once  set  to  work  to  adorn  this  ancient  and  beautiful  edifice  at 
his  own  personal  charge.  Little  did  he  think,  during  those  first  four  years  of  his  office 
in  Lichfield  Cathedral,  that  that  labour  of  love  he  had  set  out  to  perform  would  so  soon 
fall  to  the  hands  of  the  despoilers,  for  in  1643,!  “  during  the  time  that  the  forces  of  the 
Parliament  were  in  possession  of  the  Close,  they  used  every  species  of  havoc,  plunder  and 
profanation.  They  demolished  the  monuments,  pulled  down  the  curious  carved  work, 
battered  in  pieces  the  costly  windows,  and  destroyed  the  most  valuable  evidences  and 
records  belonging  to  the  church  and  city  ”,  and,  says  Dugdale  : 

“  They  kept  courts  of  guard  in  the  cross  isles  ;  broke  up  the  pavement,  every  day 
hunted  a  cat  with  hounds  throughout  the  church,  delighting  themselves  in  the  echo 
from  the  goodly  vaulted  roof ;  and  to  add  to  their  wickedness,  brought  a  calf  into  it, 
wrapt  in  linen  ;  carried  it  to  the  font  ;  sprinkled  it  with  water  ;  and  gave  it  a  name  in 
scorn  and  derision  of  that  holy  sacrament  of  baptism.  And  when  Prince  Rupert 
recovered  that  church  by  force,  Russel,  the  governor,  carried  away  the  communion 
plate,  and  linen,  with  whatsoever  else  was  of  value.” 

J 

The  Deanery  House, l  within  the  Close  at  Lichfield,  stood  to  the  west  of  the  splendid 
Bishops’  Palace.  Originally  this  house  was  a  building  of  very  humble  dimensions — 18  ft. 
by  12  ft. — but  it  was  enlarged  at  various  periods.  It,  with  the  fine  palace  close  by,  was 
completely  destroyed  during  the  Civil  War,  and  the  materials  which  had  comprised  these 
ecclesiastical  dwellings  were  most  probably  applied  at  that  time  to  strengthen  the  fortress, 
and  after  the  Restoration,  to  the  repairs  of  the  Cathedral.  The  Deanery  House  was 
rebuilt  by  Dean  Binciies  in  the  time  of  Queen  Anne  upon  the  site  of  the  ancient 
building  occupied  by  Dr.  Higgs  during  the  time  he  held  the  office  of  Dean. 

The  Bishops’  Palace  was  rebuilt  by  Bishop  Wood  in  1687,  during  the  time  of  the 
suspension  of  that  Bishop,  and  on  the  injunction  of  Archbishop  Sancroft,  as  a  fine  for 
the  waste  of  the  woods  belonging  to  the  See. 

That  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  himself  suffered  greatly  for  the  Royal  Cause  there  is  ample 
evidence  and  record.  He  was  plundered  and  sequestered,  and  his  Spiritualities  were 
taken  from  him  by  the  Parliament.  Just  what  happened  to  him  during  the  attacks 
made  by  the  forces  of  the  Parliament  is  uncertain.  He  either  left  the  fortress  with  His 
Majesty  as  Chaplain  and  journeyed  thence  to  Oxford,  or  he  was  among  the  clergy  in  the 
garrison  when  the  final  surrender  was  made  in  July,  1646. 

It  is  of  particular  interest  to  note  the  visits  of  the  King  to  Lichfield  about  this  time. 
On  Sunday,  June  15,  1645,  King  Charles  arrived  there  from  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  and 
stayed  one  night  in  the  house  of  the  Governor  in  the  Close,  leaving  the  next  day  for 
Wolverhampton.  On  Sunday,  10  August  of  that  year,  His  Majesty  returned  and  left 
on  Tuesday,  and  on  Thursday — 2  October — the  King  arrived  from  Bridgenorth,  and 
stayed  in  the  Close  that  night.  This  was  his  last  visit,  and  he  left  for  Newark  the  next 
day.  Early  in  1646  the  forces  of  the  Parliament  again  attacked  the  city  and  harassed 

*  Cliffe  is  by  some  supposed  to  be  the  place  formerly  written  Clovesho  (i.  e.  Clill  at  lioo),  where  several  Ecclesias¬ 
tical  Councils  were  held.  Vide  ‘  The  County  of  Kent  ’,  by  C.  Greenwood  (London,  1838),  fo.  219. 

f  Vide  ‘  The  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  Church  and  City  of  Lichfield’,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Harwood,  F.S.A., 
1806,  fo.  25. 

J  \’ide  ‘  The  History  of  Lichfield  ’  (fo.  290),  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Harwood,  F.S.A.,  1806. 
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it  until  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Astley,  Governor  of  Lichfield,  realizing  the  desperate 
situation  and  hopelessness  of  the  Royalist  Cause,  with  great  reluctance  decided  to  sur¬ 
render  the  fortress  to  Adjutant-General  Louthian,  and  upon  honorable  conditions 
being  arranged  the  forces  of  the  Parliament  took  possession  on  10  July. 

The  names  of  those  who  concluded  the  articles  and  conditions  under  which  this 
surrender  was  made,  for  both  sides,  are  as  follows  : 


FOR  THE  ROYALISTS. 

Commissioners  named  by  Thomas 
Tyldesley,  Knight,  Deputy  Governor 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Astley  of 
the  Garrison  of  the  Close  of  Lichfield, 
and  Col.  Harvey  Bagot  his  assistant. 

WALTER,  LORD  ASTON. 

SIR  JOSEPH  PATE,  Hr.* 

SIR  GERVAS  LUCAS,  Bt. 

SIR  RICHARD  DYOTT,  Knt.,  and 
Capt.  THOMAS  GLASIER. 


FOR  THE  PARLIAMENT. 

Commissioners  named  by  Adjutant- 
General  Louthian. 


EDWARD  MAIN  WARING,  Esqre., 
High  Sheriff  of  the  County  of 
Stafford. 

Lieut.-Col.  GILBERT  GERRARD. 
Major  OWEN  CAMBRIDGE. 
Capt.  Lieut.  STONE,  and 
Capt.  HENRY  SLADE. 


The  terms  and  conditions  upon  which  the  surrender  of  Lichfield  were  made  are  of 
particular  interest  as  concerning  those  who  were  with  the  garrison  of  the  Close,  and 
fortress,  at  the  time,  and  therefore  we  give  them  as  they  are  recorded  in  the  history  of 
the  city J  : 


“  (1)  It  was  agreed,  That  because  Sir  Thomas  Tyldesley  and  Colonel  Bagot 
were  satisfied  by  the  information  of  Colonel  Hudson  (who,  having  lately  gone  out  of 
that  garrison,  was  permitted  by  the  said  Adjutant-General  Louthian  to  come  in 
again)  that  the  King  hath  no  army  in  the  field  to  the  number  of  one  hundred  men,  nor 
any  one  garrison  unbesieged,  the  garrison  of  the  Close  of  Lichfield,  and  all  places  of 
defence  whatsoever  about  it,  with  all  the  ordinance,  arms,  ammunition,  provision  for 
war,  with  all  magazine  and  stores  thereunto  belonging,  and  all  manner  of  goods,  what¬ 
soever,  within  the  said  garrison,  (except  what  is  allowed  in  the  ensuing  articles),  shall  be 
delivered  to  the  said  Adjutant-General  Louthian,  or  to  whom  he  shall  appoint  to 
receive  same,  for  the  use  of  the  Parliament,  without  any  spoil  or  embezzlement,  upon 
Thursday  the  16th  day  of  this  instant  July,  before  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  morning. 

“  (2)  That  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Tyldesley,  and  Colonel  Bagot,  with  all  other 
following  officers  and  soldiers,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  shall  march  out  armed  and  soldiers¬ 
like,  in  such  sort  as  when  they  march  towards  an  enemy,  upon  the  said  16th  of  July, 
before  the  aforesaid  hour  of  eleven,  unto  such  place  at  the  end  of  Bacon  Street,  as  the 
said  Sir  Thomas  Tyldesley  and  Adjutant-General  Louthian  shall  appoint,  and 
there  draw  up  into  one  body  of  foot,  and  one  body  of  horse ;  and  all  and  every  of  them, 
(except  such  as  are  allowed  horse  and  armes  by  virtue  of  these  ensuing  articles)  shall 
then  and  there  lay  down  their  armes,  and  from  them  depart  according  to  their  several 
passes. 

“  (3)  That  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Tyldesley  and  Colonel  Harvey  Bagot,  with 

*  Sir  Joseph  Pate,  Bt.,  was  no  doubt  of  the  old  Gloucestershire  family  of  Pate  or  Pates.  In  1639  Elizabeth 
Pate  became  the  wife  of  Walter  IIiggs  of  Charlton  Kings  at  that  place.  This  Walter  Higgs  was  a  Captain  in 
the  Royalist  Army,  and  in  all  probability  in  Col.  Bagot’s  regiment  of  horse,  which  regiment  the  King  left  at  Lichfield 
for  Its  defence.  Walter  Higgs  is  said  to  have  been  at  tbe  Battle  of  Naseby  (June,  1645),  and  it  was  at  that 
battle  that  Colonel  Bagot  was  wounded  in  the  right  arm.  Capt.  Walter  Higgs  was  a  kinsman  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Gkiemth  Higgs,  though  the  actual  relationship  has  not  been  definitely  established.  By  Elizabeth  his  wife 
he  had  three  daughters,  Frances,  Elizabeth— who  married  Tnos.  Gabb — and  Anne,  born  at  Charlton  Kings, 
Gloucester,  in  1680,  and  buried  there  29  August,  1083.  The  family  tomb  is  in  Charlton  Kings  Churchyard, 
t  ‘  History  of  Lichfield.’ 
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field  officers,  lords,  baronets,  lieutenants,  captains,  and  gentlemen  of  quality,  to  the 
number  of  thirty  eight  more,  shall  march  forth  of  the  said  Close  of  Lichfield,  with  forty 
horse  and  forty  case  of  pistols,  and  their  swords;  and  the  residue  of  the  officers,  (reformed 
as  well  as  others)  with  their  swords  only  ;  and  all  of  them  with  all  their  wearing  apparell 
of  what  ever  sort  soever,  together  with  their  charters,  evidences,  and  writings  concerning 
their  estates,  dignities  and  professions.  And  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Tyldesley,  and 
Colonel  Harvey  Bacot,  shall  each  of  them  have  liberty  to  carry  out  twenty  pounds 
apiece  ;  the  baronets,  lieutenants  and  captains,  five  pounds  apiece  ;  and  all  other 
gentlemen,  clergymen  and  officers,  not  formally  in  this  article  comprised,  three  pounds 
apiece. 

(4)  That  all  persons  that  were  inhabitants  of  the  Close  before  these Avarres,  (as  well 
as  members  of  the  Cathedral  Church  as  other,)  and  all  townsmen  and  citizens  of 
Lichfield  now  in  the  Close,  shall  have  liberty  to  carry  all  their  goods  to  their  own  houses,  and 
to  the  houses  of  their  friends,  the  said  goods  being  appraised  by  such  as  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  committee  of  Parliament  for  this  county  to  take  an  inventory  of  them,  and  the 
owners  giving  public  notice  to  the  committee  to  be  responsible  for  them,  according  to 
the  ordinance  of  Parliament.  And  all  such  persons  whose  habitations  were  in  the  Close 
before  these  warres  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  liberty  to  remaind  there,  with  their  families 
and  goods  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the  said  committee  to  suffer  so  many  of 
them  so  to  do  as  they  shall  think  fit. 

“  (5)  That  the  above  named  persons,  as  well  as  such  as  are  excepted  from  composition, 
(if  any  such  be)  as  others  shall  have  free  passes  to  march  to  their  places  of  abode,  not 
interrupting  the  present  occupants  thereof,  or  else  whither  within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  (except  to  the  place  of  His  Majesty’s  present  abode,)  there  ...  as 
also  to  pass  to  and  fro  upon  their  occasions  quietly,  and  free  from  molestation,  for  the  space 
of  three  months  next  after  the  day  of  the  surrender  of  the  said  Close,  engaging  themselves 
by  promise  that  in  the  interim  they  will  not  act  any  thing  prejudicial  to  the  Parliament 
or  kingdom.  And  in  case  they  do  not  perform  their  composition  with  the  Parliament 
before  the  end  of  the  said  three  months,  then  they  to  have  safe  passes,  (if  they  desire  it) 
unto  any  port,  town,  to  be  exported  out  of  the  kingdom,  engaging  themselves  not  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  Parliament. 

(6)  That  all  inferior  officers  and  soldiers,  and  all  other  persons,  of  whatsort  soever 
within  the  said  garrison  not  comprised  in  the  former  articles  (except  all  Irish  rebels 
who  were  in  arms  against  the  protestants  in  Ireland,  and  are  to  become  prisoners,)  shall 
have  free  pass,  without  molestation,  to  march  to  their  several  places  of  dwelling,  or  to 
their  friends,  and  there  to  have  liberty  of  abode  and  protection  from  time  to  time  ; 
conforming  themselves  to  all  ordinances  of  Parliament.  And  that  so  many  of  the  said 
officers  as  desire  to  go  beyond  the  seas,  shall  have  safe  passes  to  what  port  they  shall 
nominate  for  transportation,  if  they  so  resolve  within  one  month  after  the  surrender 
of  the  said  Close. 

“  (7)  That  all  ladies,  gentlewomen,  and  other  women  whatsoever,  within  the  said 
garrison,  shall  have  free  liberty  to  go  to  their  several  places  of  abode,  or  to  their  friends, 
or  else  whither,  with  all  their  wearing  apparell  whatsoever,  and  two  suites  of  best  linen 
apiece  ;  and  there  to  remain  and  be  protected  from  violence  or  plunder  of  soldiers, 
doing  nothing  prejudicial  to  the  Parliament. 

“  (8)  That  all  persons  comprehended  in  these  articles,  who  are  unable  by  reason 
of  sickness  or  wounds  to  march  at  the  time  aforesaid  forth  of  the  said  Close,  shall  be 
allowed  to  remain  there  till  their  recovery,  and  then  to  have  the  benefit  of  these  articles, 
according  to  their  respective  qualities,  and  provision  in  the  meantime  to  be  made  for 
such  of  them  as  are  in  want. 

“  (9)  That  all  writings,  evidences,  charters  belonging  to  the  Cathedral,  as  also  the 
library  thereto,  shall  be  preserved,  and  kept  together  in  the  Close  until  the  Parliament 
shall  otherwise  order  ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  for  every  minister  and  other  person 
in  the  Close  (not  formerly  comprised  in  the  capitulation)  to  carry  along  with 
them  notes,  writings  and  books  ;  but  their  printed  books  are  to  be  compounded 
for,  being  first  viewed  and  apprised  by  such  as  the  committee  of  this  countye 
shall  think  fit. 

“  (10)  That  if  any  souldier,  or  other  person,  within  the  said  garrison,  shall  ignorantly, 
fraudulently,  or  otherwise,  break  anye  of  these  articles,  the  offender  .  .  .  therefore, 

and  others,  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  his  offence,  unless  they  were  thereunto  consenting, 
or  shall  refuse,  (being  requested)  to  doe  .  .  .  his  apprehensions.  That,  upon  signing 
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.these  articles,  each  partye  shall  deliver  hostages  to  the  other,  for  the  performance  of 
them. 


“  Signed  by  us,  in  behalfe  of  Sir  Thomas 
Tyldesley*  and  Colonel  Bagot|  : 

WALTER  ASTON. 

JO.  PATE. 

GERVAS  LUCAS. 

RIC.  DYOT. 

THOMAS  GLASIER. 


Signed  by  us  in  the  behalfe  of 
Adjutant-General  Louthian  : 

EDWARD  MAINWARING. 
HEN.  STONE. 

G.  GERRARD. 

HENRY  SLADE. 

OWEN  CAMBRIDGE.” 


From  the  foregoing  articles  and  conditions  of  the  surrender  of  the  Close  and  Fortress 
of  Lichfield,  if  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  did  not  accompany  His  Majesty  King  Charles 
from  Lichfield  on  Thursday,  2  October,  1645,  it  will  be  seen  from  Article  If  3  that  he 
would  have  been  permitted  to  leave  Lichfield  with  but  three  pounds  in  cash,  and  from 
Article  #  9  would  have  been  permitted  to  take  with  him  his  notes,  writings  and  books, 
but  his  printed  books  were  to  be  compounded  for,  after  being  first  “  appraised  by  such 
as  the  committee  of  this  County  shall  think  fit  ”. 

We  do  know  for  certain  that  he  was  at  Oxford  in  September,  1647,  and  there  only 
obtained  pardon,  for  remaining  in  that  city  until  it  surrendered,  by  paying,  on  21  Sep¬ 
tember,  a  finej  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  pounds — a  large  sum  at  that  period.  We 
also  know  from  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs’s  will  that  a  number  of  his  books  had  been  removed 
to  the  library  at  Stafford,  and  these  he  demised  to  the  library  at  Merton  College,  Oxford, 
but  as  often  as  the  custodians  of  that  library  sought  to  secure  these  books  they  were 
refused  by  the  custodians  of  Stafford.  We  also  know  that  an  oil  portrait  of  Prince 
Rupert,  a  royal  gift  to  him  from  the  Queen  of  Bohemia,  was  with  him  when  at  Lich¬ 
field,  and  this  he  willed  to  his  nephew  John,  son  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  “if 
he  could  procure  it  from  Sir  Hervy  Bagot’s  son,  who,  being  Governor  of  Lichfield, 
carried  it  away  with  him  from  that  city  upon  its  surrender  ”.  Whether  this  painting 
was  ever  recovered  by  the  legatee  would  be  interesting  to  learn  ! 

After  leaving  Oxford  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  retired  to  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  in 
the  old  home  at  South  Stoke,  or  possibly  in  the  old  cottage  residence  on  the  corner  of 
the  road  to  the  ferry,  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  great  retiredness,  study  and 
devotion.  Tradition  in  the  village  is  that  he  used  to  drive  around  the  country  with  a 
pair  of  white  mules  which  were  kept  tethered  to  a  ring  in  the  floor  of  the  great  brick 
pigeon  cote — referred  to  in  the  first  chapter  of  this  book — -which  he  used  as  a  stable  for 
them.  The  iron  ring  is  still  in  the  flagstone  floor  of  this  ancient  building,  or  was  a  few 
years  ago  when,  during  the  Great  War,  the  writer  visited  the  old  house,  Barre  Place, 
and  its  outbuildings. 

During  these  last  twelve  years  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs’s  life  he  became  more  and  more 
attached  to  the  home  of  his  ancestors,  and  the  old  parish  church  adjoining,  and  upon  his 
decease,  with  money  he  left  for  the  purpose,  his  executors  presented  to  St.  Andrew’s 
Church  a  silver  chalice  and  paten,  each  bearing  the  Higgs  family  arms  and  inscribed  : 

“  The  gift  of  Griffith  Higgs,  Doctor  of  Divinity  to  ye  parish  church  of  South  Stoke  in 
ye  County  of  Oxon.  Anno  Dorn.  1660.” 

This  chalice  and  paten  are  still  used  for  the  sacraments  in  the  church. 

*  Sir  Thomas  Tyldesley  was  afterwards  killed  at  Wigan  in  1651. 

t  The  portrait  of  Colonel  Richard  Bagot,  son  of  the  Governor  of  Lichfield,  is  at  Blithfield,  the  seat  of  Lord 
Bagot.  He  fell  in  the  Battle  of  Naseby,  and  his  monument  is  in  Lichfield  Cathedral.  Elizabeth  Higges,  wife  of 
Walter  Higgs’s  great-uncle  Thomas  Higges,  Gentleman,  of  Cheltenham  (Lessee  of  the  Cheltenham  Rectory),  who 
died  in  1589  (will  proved  P.C.C.  1589,  Leicester,  fo.  38),  married  secondly  one  of  the  Bagot  family  according  to 
Sir  Thomas  Phillip’s  pedigree  of  the  Higgs  of  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester.  It  may  be, 
therefore,  that  Colonel  Bagot  was  closely  related  to  Cart.  Walter  Higgs  and  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs 
by  this  marriage. 

|  Vide  ‘  Commons  Journal  ’,  vol.  v,  fo.  30. 
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The  Chalice.  The  Paten. 

Presented  to  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  as  a  Legacy  from  the  Rev. 

I)r.  Griffith  Higgs  by  iiis  Executors  in  1660  and  still  in  Use. 

Recently  a  silversmith  actually  offered  the  Rev.  H.  G.  Nind,  M.A.,  Vicar  of  South  Stoke, 

/300  for  this  chalice  and  paten.  His  reply  was  characteristic  of  him  :  “  Sir,  these  do  not 
belong  to  me  ;  they  belong  to  the  Church  and  cannot  be  sold.” 

two  executors,  and  very  strong  mention  is  made  of  this  matter  in  the  will  of  one  of  these, 
namely,  Nicohlas  Higgs  of  Henwick  (by  Cold  Ash)  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks 
(P.C.C.  1666  Mico  fo.  9).  It  would  also  appear  that  ere  the  executor  Griffith  Higgs  died, 
he  repented  of  the  wrong  he  had  committed  ;  he  wrote  an  inscription  which  he  desired 
would  be  placed  over  the  entrance  porch  to  St.  Andrew’s  Church  as  a  warning  to  others, 
and  in  token  of  his  own  repentance  in  this  and  other  matters,  and  was  buried  outside  the 
church  in  which  so  many  of  his  ancestors,  and  family,  had  been  laid  to  rest.  He  was 
eighty-four  years  old  when  he  passed  away.  After  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs  this  nephew  Griffith  became  possessed  of  a  copyhold  estate  in  South  Stoke  worth 


Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  in  his  will,  thought  of  the  poor  of  the  village,  and  bequeathed 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  buy  lands  for  them.  He  also  thought  of  the  rising 
generation,  as  he  bequeathed  six  hundred  pounds  to  purchase  “free  land  of  soccage  ”  to 
the  value  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum  for  the  maintenance  of  a  schoolmaster  in  South 
Stoke.  Upon  looking  into  this  legacy  it  has  been  discovered  that  one  of  the  executors 
— namely  Griffith,  the  eldest  son  of  Barton  and  Eleanor  Higgs  of  South  Stoke — 
abused  the  trust  which  had  been  placed  in  him,  and  it  is  evident  that  he  appropriated 
this  particular  money  to  his  own  use.  This  was  discovered  when  too  late  by  the  other 
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£50  per  annum.  He  lived  and  boarded  with  his  nephew  Barton  Day,  to  whom  he  made 
over  all  his  personal  estate,  stock  and  crop.  It  woidd  appear  from  Depositions  in  Chan¬ 
cery  after  his  decease  that  Barton  Day  had  taken  advantage  of  his  old  uncle,  had 
boarded  him  badly  and  “Forced  him  to  drink  water  instead  of  beer’’  ;  that  Barton 


THOUGHT'S  TIME  IS  PAST  /l HD  QUICKLY 

GONE , 

Yet  Time  stands  here  for  all  to 

SEE, 

THINK  ON'T _  AND  DEATH  THEN  WHAT 

THOU  'T  DEE 

AT  DOOM E  UNTO  ETEFSNITIE 

The  Church  i  loved,  in  it  x 

FEAR  'D , 

WITHIN  THE  CHURCH  To  EE INTERR'D 
BUT  MEEKLY  I  MY  QOD  IMPLORE, 

A  PLACE  TO  LIE  THO’  AT  THE  DOORS 

Griffith  HlQQ&,  his  memento 
horn  :  tfe  18  V  of  October /60S 
I_ who  rheit  Aw  iSi^oJ  feh.  /t>02] 

Mural  Tablet  over  The  porch  01-  the 
Church  at  South  Stoke, oxon.,  to 
Griffith  the  tLDeST  Son  of  bartons 
ELEANOfe  HIGGS. 

Note. — It  is  significant  to  note  that  those  who  carried  out  Griffith  Higgs’s 
desire  in  placing  this  memento  over  his  last  resting-place — in,  or  by,  the  porch  of 
St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke — did  not  have  the  family  Arms  completed,  and 
it  is  touching  also  to  note  that  he  did  not  esteem  himself  worthy  of  a  place  to  lie 
within  the  Church  with  his  uncle  and  grandparents. 


Day  had  buried  him,  and  had  spent  the  least  possible  amount  upon  his  funeral  ;  that 
Barton  Day  did  enjoy  the  greater  part  of  two  years’  profit  for  the  executor’s  year  by 
the  death  of  his  uncle  Griffith  of  his  copyhold  estate,  which  executor’s  year  was  worth 
£100,  and  upwards,  to  him  for  the  said  Barton  Day  had  “  cut  up  the  quick  hedges, 
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and  pulled  up  the  dry  hedges,  and  cut  up  some  of  the  apple  trees  and  made  the  best  of 
the  said  executor’s  year  from  this  estate  This  caused  action  to  be  taken  in  Chancery 
by  various  members  of  the  Higgs  family  against  Barton  Day,  who  administered  the 
estate  of  his  old  uncle. 

These  Depositions  in  Chancery  (Public  Record  Office,  London,  Chancery  Depositions 
before  1714,  6/ 27),  which  were  taken  at  South  Stoke  on  7.  October,  1695  (6  William  & 
Mary),  are  decidedly  interesting  : 


“  His  Majesty’s  Attorney  General  at  the  relation  of  the  Parishioners  of  Stoke 
South  Plaintiffs,  versus  Barton  Day  (Administrator  of  Griffith  Higgs,  deceased, 
one  of  the  executors  of  Griffith  Higgs,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  deceased),  and  Others, 
Defendants. 

“  John  Higgs,  the  younger  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  yeoman,  aged  22  years  and 
upwards,  sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  deposeth  as  followeth  : 

“  To  the  second  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  Griffith  Higgs  the  executor 
had,  and  was  possessed  of,  a  copyhold  estate  in  South  Stoke  aforesaid,  after  the  death 
of  Doctor  Higgs,  worth  £50  a  year  and  so  much  the  same  might  have  been  let  for,  had 
the  same  been  to  be  let  to  a  tenant  to  the  true  value  thereof.  And  that  the  present 
tenant,  of  the  said  copyhold  estate,  told  this  deponent  that  he  purchased  the  said  copy- 
hold  estate  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  after  the  rate  of  £50  per  annum.  And  this  deponent 
saith  that  he  would  have  given  £5°  Per  annum  for  the  said  copyhold  of  the  said  Griffith 
Higgs  the  executor,  if  he,  this  deponent,  could  have  rented  it  at  that  price,  but  this 
deponent  saith  that  he  doth  not  remember  that  the  said  copyhold  estate  was  ever  let 
at  a  yearly  rent.  And  this  deponent  saith  that  Barton  Day,  the  defendant,  did  enjoy 
the  greatest  part  of  two  years’  profit  for  the  executor’s  year  by  the  death  of  Griffith 
Higgs,  the  executor,  of  the  copyhold  estate,  and  that  the  said  executor’s  year  was  worth 
£100  and  upwards  to  the  said  defendant  Day,  for  the  said  Day  cut  up  the  quick  hedges, 
and  pulled  up  the  dry  hedges,  and  cut  up  some  apple  trees,  and  made  the  best  of  the  said 
executor's  year  from  off  the  said  copyhold  estate. 

“  To  the  ninth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  about  twelve  years  and  upwards 
this  deponent  heard  Griffith  Higgs,  the  executor,  say  and  declare  to  this  deponent’s 
father  that  he  had  made  over  all  his  personal  estate,  and  stock,  and  crop  to  his  kinsman 
Barton  Day  the  defendant,  and  therefore  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  the  executor  told 
this  deponent’s  father  that  he  could  not  give  him  the  ploughing  of  his  land. 

“  To  the  fourteenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  did  hear  the  said 
Griffith  Higgs,  the  executor,  say  that  he  had  made  over  all  his  personal  estate,  stock 
and  crop,  to  the  defendant  Day,  and  this  deponent  believes  that  the  said  defendant 
Day  did  enjoy  the  said  personal  estate,  stock  and  crop,  to  his  own  and  no  other  use. 

“  To  the  fifteenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  believes  the  said  Griffith 
Higgs,  the  executor,  did  board  with  the  said  defendant  Day,  and  this  deponent  saith 
that  the  said  Griffith  Higgs,  the  executor’s  board  was  worth  about  £12  a  year,  and  this 
deponent  further  saith  that  he  this  deponent  could  and  would  have  boarded  the  said 
Griffith  Higgs,  the  executor,  as  well  as  the  said  defendant  Day  did  for  £12  a  year. 

“  To  the  eighteenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  believes  that  Barton 
Day,  the  defendant,  was  at  the  charge  of  the  funeral  of  Griffith  Higgs,  the  executor, 
and  this  deponent  saith  that  he  hath  heard  and  believes  that  the  charge  of  the  funeral 
of  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  did  not  amount  to  above  thirty  shillings. 

“  To  the  four  and  twentieth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  hath  very 
well  known  Barton  Siiingleton,  and  Elizabeth  Fuller  in  this  interrogatory  men¬ 
tioned  for  about  twelve  years.  And  this  deponent  saith  that  he  saw  the  said  Elizabeth 
Fuller  take  a  sheaf  of  tythe  corn  that  did  belong  to  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  ;  and  like¬ 
wise  this  deponent  did  catch  the  said  Barton  Siiingleton  astealing  of  his  this  deponent’s 
fruit  out  of  this  deponent’s  orchard.  And  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Fuller  is  but  an 
ill-living  woman  and  apt  to  make  difference  and  strife  among  her  neighbours. 


“  Deposition  of — ■ 

“  John  Higgs  of  Hurley,  Co.  Berks.,  Yeoman,  aged  50  years  and  upwards,  sworn 
and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  deposeth  as  followeth  : 

“  To  the  tenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  hath  paid  and  contributed 
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towards  the  charges  of  the  carrying  on  of  this  suit  against  the  defendants,  and  that  he 
this  deponent  is  under  an  article  of  agreement  under  this  deponent’s  hand  and  seal  to 
contribute  towards  the  same  charges  of  maintaining  and  prosecuting  this  suit  against 
the  defendants.  And  that  this  deponent  being  then  an  inhabitant  of  the  said  parish 
of  South  Stoke,  and  having  since  left  the  same  parish,  hopes  thereby  to  be  excused  from 
contributing  any  further  towards  the  charges  in  prosecuting  this  suit  as  aforesaid.  And 
this  suit  is  likewise  carried  on  at  the  charges  of  several  others  who  are  likewise  parties 
to  the  said  Articles  of  agreement. 

“  Deposition  of — - 

“  William  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  Yeoman,  aged  50  years  and  upwards  sworn 
and  examined  on  the  behalf  of  the  defendants,  deposeth  as  followeth  : 

“  To  the  tenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  doth  pay  and  contribute 
towards  the  charges  of  the  carrying  on  this  suit  against  the  defendants,  and  that  he  this 
deponent  is  under  an  Article  of  agreement  to  contribute  towards  the  same  charges  of 
maintaining  and  executing  this  suit  against  the  defendants,  and  that  this  suit  is  likewise 
carried  on  at  the  charges  of  several  others  who  are  likewise  parties  to  the  said  Articles. 

“  Deposition  of — - 

“  John  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Yeoman,  aged  20  years  and 
upwards,  sworn  anti  examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  deposeth  as  followeth  : 

“  To  the  fifteenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  believes  that  the  said 
Griffith  Higgs,  the  executor,  did  board  with  Barton  Day  the  defendant,  and  this 
deponent  saith  that  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  the  executor’s  board  with  the  defendant 
Day  was  not  worth  above  £10  by  the  year,  for  this  deponent  saith  that  he  could  and 
would  have  boarded  the  said  Griffith  Higgs— the  executor — as  well,  if  not  better  than 
the  said  Day  boarded  the  said  Griffith  Higgs,  for  £10  a  year  if  he  this  deponent  were 
a  housekeeper  (but  never  was). 

“  To  the  eighteenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  believes  that  Barton 
Day,  the  defendant,  was  at  the  charge  of  the  funeral  of  the  said  Griffith  Higgs,  the 
executor.  And  this  deponent  saith  that  the  funeral  charge  of  the  said  Griffith  Higgs 
did  not  amount  to  twenty  shillings  and  upwards. 

“  To  the  four  and  twentieth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  hath  very 
well  known  Barton  Siiingleton  and  Elizabeth  Fuller  in  this  interrogatory  mentioned 
for  about  fourteen  years.  And  this  deponent  saith  that  they  are  reputed,  and  taken 
to  be,  an  idle,  pilfering,  lying  sort  of  people,  and  make  it  their  business  to  go  about  telling 
stories  among  their  neighbours.  And  this  deponent  saith  that  Barton  Siiingleton 
follows  the  trade  of  selling  of  beer  in  South  Stoke  aforesaid,  and  saith  that  the  said 
Elizabeth  Fuller  works  sometimes  when  she  can  get  it. 

“  Deposition  of— 

“William  Higgs,  the  younger,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  yeoman,  aged  25  years  or 
thereabouts,  sworn  and  examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  deposeth  as  followeth: 

“  In  the  fifteenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  believes  that  Griffith 
Higgs — the  executor — did  board  with  the  defendant  Day.  And  this  deponent  saith  that 
the  said  Griffith  Higgs — the  executor’s  board  with  the  defendant  Day,  was  not  worth 
above  £10  a  year.  And  this  deponent  further  saith  that  he  would,  and  could,  have  boarded 
the  said  Griffith  Higgs — the  executor — as  well,  if  not  better  than  the  said  defendant 
Day  boarded  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  for  £10  per  annum,  if  this  deponent  were  a  house¬ 
keeper  (but  never  was).  And  this  deponent  hath  heard  that  the  said  Griffith  Higgs 
was  but  indifferently  boarded  or  attended  by  reason  he  hath  heard  that  the  said  Griffith 
Higgs  hath  complained  that  he  hath  been  forced  to  drink  water  instead  of  beer  when  he 
was  at  board  with  the  defendant  Day. 

“  To  the  eighteenth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  believes  that  Barton 
Day  the  defendant  was  at  the  charge  of  the  funeral  of  the  said  Griffith  Higgs,  the 
executor.  And  this  deponent  believes  that  the  said  funeral  charge  did  not  amount  to 
above  twenty  shillings. 

“  To  the  four  and  twentieth  interrogatory  this  deponent  saith  that  he  knoweth 
Barton  Siiingleton  and  Elizabeth  Fuller  in  this  interrogatory  mentioned.  And 
saith  that  he  hath  very  well  known  them  these  fifteen  years  and  upwards.  And  this 
deponent  saith  that  they  have  the  repute  and  fame  among  their  neighbours  for  stealing, 
pilfering,  lying  people  for  that  this  deponent’s  father's  servant  told  this  deponent  that 
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he  saw  Barton  Shingleton  carry  away  a  horseload  of  vetches  from  this  deponent’s 
father’s  land.  And  this  deponent  saith  that  the  said  Shingleton  keeps  a  little  victualling 
house  in  South  Stoke,  aforesaid,  and  saith  that  the  said  Elizabeth  Fuller  i.s  a  poor 
widow  woman,  and  hath  several  small  children,  and  receiveth  alms  of  the  parish  but  hath 
a  small  copyhold  of  her  own.” 


From  the  deposition  of  John  Higgs,  the  younger,  of  South  Stoke,  who  was  aged 
twenty-two  at  the  time  of  his  making  his  affidavit  in  this  suit,  and  who,  with  little  doubt, 
was  John,  the  son  of  John  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  by  Susannah  Bristow,  his  wife  (who 
inherited  under  his  father's  will*  the  “  Small  silver  drinking  tunne  ”  or  tankard  which 
had  been  left  to  his  father  by  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  being  the  royal  gift  from  Prince 
Phillip  of  Bohemia),  that  Barton  Day  would  have  taken  possession  of  the  oil  portrait 
of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia  which  had  been  willed  to  Griffith  Higgs,  the 
executor  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs’s  will,  as  Griffith  Higgs  the  executor  had,  during  the 
last  years  of  his  life,  whilst  boarding  with  Barton  Day,  made  over  all  his  personal  estate 
to  the  said  Barton  Day. 

In  1742I  at  Sulham  Parish  Church,  Co.  Berks,  one  Griffin  Day  married  on  13  June 
Mary  Slater  of  Streatley.  Griffin  Day  is  described  as  ‘‘of  Goring”,  and  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  he  was  a  son  of  Barton  Day  of  South  Stoke,  and  a  brother  of  the 
above  Barton. 

From  a  Suit  in  Chancery  (Warner  versus  Higgs,  23  May,  1692  (Bridges  299/71) 
it  appears  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Higgs,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  loaned  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Avery,  Alderman  of  London,  two  sums  of  money,  namely,  seven  hundred 
pounds  and  eight  hundred  pounds,  which,  at  the  time  of  Dr.  Higgs’s  decease,  had  not 
been  paid  back,  and  were  not  paid  back  to  his  estate  at  the  time  of  this  suit,  though 
security  had  been  taken  at  the  time  of  the  loan,  part  in  the  name  of  Richard  Han  ns 
as  to  the  £700,  and  part  in  the  name  of  Walter  Jemott,  brother-in-law  of  Dr.  Higgs, 
and  father-in-law  of  James  Warner,  as  to  the  £800. 

By  an  indenture,  dated  12  May,  1686,  Griffith  Higgs,  one  of  the  executors  of  Dr. 
Griffith  Higgs’s  will,  sold  unto  Samuel  Lock  of  the  City  of  London,  merchant,  certain 
lands  in  the  Barony  of  Tynihinch,  Queen’s  County,  Ireland,  which  the  executors  had 
purchased  from  Mr.  Samuel  Avery.  Certain  of  the  descendants  of  Walter  Jemott 
demanded  an  account  of  the  proceedings.  It  would  appear  that  Griffith  Higgs  the 
executor,  who  had  failed  in  the  matter  of  the  School  Trust,  had  erred  in  this  matter  also. 
The  result  of  the  suit  was  that  according  to  Chancery  Proceedings, l  21  July,  1693,  Mr. 
Samuel  Lock§  agreed  to  make  settlement  with  the  descendants  of  Walter  Jemett  to 
the  extent  of  £170.  Walter  Jemmett,  ||  who  had  gone  security  for  the  £800  loan,  had 
paid  to  the  estate  the  sum  of  £250— apparently  the  unpaid  portion  of  that  loan. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  an  abstract  made  from  Chancery  Proceedings  before  1714, 
Mitford  437/46,  in  reference  to  this  matter  : 

“  a. d.  1693,  July  21. 

“  To  the  right  honorable  Sir  John  Somers,  knight,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal 
of  England. 

“  Humbly  complaining  sheweth  unto  your  good  lordship  your  daily  orator  Samuel 


*  Will  of  John  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  1683,  ‘  Arch.  Oxon.’,  ser.  II,  vol.  ii,  fo.  297. 

t  Sulham  Parish  Registers. 

{  Chancery  Proceedings,  Mitford  437/46,  Public  Record  Office. 

§  Mr.  Samuel  Lock,  or  Locke,  of  St.  Margaret  Pattens,  London,  Merchant,  was  baptized  at  St.  John  the  Baptist 
Church,  Bristol,  30  April,  1644.  He  was  son  of  John  Locke,  the  younger,  a  merchant  of  Bristol,  and  his  mother 
was  Marieuelle,  a  daughter  of  Alderman  Samuel  Avery  of  London.  Mr.  Samuel  Locke  was  a  grandson  of 
Alderman  John  Locke,  of  Bristol,  who  was  Mayor  of  that  City  1641-1642,  and  said  to  have  been  a  cousin  of  the 
father  of  the  philosopher,  John  Locke.  Curiously  enough  the  present  wife  of  the  compiler  of  this  book  is  of  the  same 
family  of  Locke. 

||  Walter  Jemet,  Jemmett  or  Jemmott  married  Mary,  sister  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs.  Vide  Chapter  II 
also  Chancery  Proceedings,  Rcynardson,  263/21. 
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Lock  of  the  City  of  London,  merchant.  That  whereas  one  Griffith  Higgs,  Doctor  in 
Divinity,  being  possessed  of  a  personal  estate,  and  having  taken  security  for  £7 oo  part 
thereof  in  the  name  of  Richard  IIanns  for  the  payment  of  the  same  from  one  Samuel 
Avery,  one  of  the  Aldermen  of  London,  and  for  £800  other  part  thereof  in  the  name  of 
Walter  Jemott  from  the  said  Samuel  Avery  for  the  payment  of  the  same  both  which 
bonds  were  taken  in  trust  for  the  said  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  and  being  so  possessed  of 
the  said  securities  taken  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  about  1659  made  his 
last  will  and  testament,  and  thereof  made  and  constituted  Griffith  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke,  Co.  Oxon.,  yeoman,  and  George  Jemot  of  Shiplake,  Co.  Oxon.,  yeoman  and  one 
Nicholas  Higgs  his  executors.  The  said  Griffith  Higgs,  one  of  the  executors  of  the 
said  will  proved  the  same,  and  not  long  after  the  said  Samuel  Avery  being  fallen  into 
decay  in  estate,  and  a  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  made  his  will  and  of  the  same  made  William 
Avery  his  son,  and  Joshua  Warren  executors,  and  by  his  will  empowered  them  to 
sell  his  lands  in  England  and  Ireland  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  after  died  as  by 
the  said  will  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  will  appear. 

“  The  said  Griffith  Higgs  and  George  Jemott  as  executors  of  the  said  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs  (the  third  executor  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick,  Par.  of  Thatcham  Berks  being 
deceased)  exhibited  their  bill  in  Chancery  against  the  said  William  Avery  for  payment 
of  the  debt  due  to  the  said  Griffith  Higgs.  'Hie  said  suit  depended  for  several  years 
until  about  21  Charles  If  (1670)  when  it  was  decreed  that  the  said  lands  should  be  sold 
for  the  payment  of  the  said  debt.  About  the  8th  of  July  1676  the  said  William  Avery 
and  Joshua  Warren  sold  to  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  and  George  Jemott,  all  the  lands 
etc.  of  Samuel  Avery,  late  of  London,  Alderman,  lying  in  the  Barony  of  Tynihinch,  in 
the  Queen’s  County  in  Ireland,  then  or  late  in  the  tenure  of  Nathaniel  Marks,  gentle¬ 
man. 

“  By  an  indenture  dated  the  12th  May,  1686,  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  sold  unto 
your  orator  the  said  lands  in  Ireland.  But  now  so  it  is  may  it  please  your  lordship, 
James  Warner  and  Ann  his  wife,  one  of  the  daughters  of  Walter  Jemott  of  Shiplake, 
Co.  Oxon.,  and  administratrix  of  the  goods  etc.,  with  the  will  annexed  of  John  Jemott, 
one  of  the  sons  of  the  said  Walter  Jemott,  John  Bovington  and  Joan  his  wife, 
Nathaniel  Baker  and  Mary  his  wife,  and  Edward  Harwood  and  Sarah  his  wife, 
the  said  Ann,  Joan,  M.\RY"and  Sarah  being  the  surviving  children  of  the  said  Walter 
Jemott,  have  exhibited  their  bill  in  this  court  and  thereby  suggested  that  the  £800  lent 
in  the  name  of  the  said  Walter  Jemott  having  not  been  disposed  of  by  the  will  of  the 
said  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  who  was  a  chaplain  to  the  late  King  Charles  L,  the  same 
£800  was  left  wholly  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  said  Walter  Jemott  who  by  his  will 
dated  the  9th  of  February  1675/6  (and  proved  by  his  son  Walter  Jemott,  who  died 
intestate)  did  give  the  same  to  his  seven  children  equally  to  be  divided  amongst  them. 
And  the  said  wife  of  James  Warner,  as  administratrix  with  the  will  annexed  of  the  said 
testator  Walter  Jemott,  demands  an  account  from  your  orator  of  the  estate  of  the  said 
Samuel  Avery  in  Ireland  sold  to  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  and  George  Jemott,  and 
of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  same,  and  to  have  satisfaction  of  the  debt  of  £800  out  of 
the  same.  Whereupon  it  was  agreed  that  your  orator  should  pay  £170  in  full  discharge 
of  the  claims  of  the  said  Ann,  Joan,  Mary  and  Sarah,  the  surviving  children  of  the 
•said  Walter  Jemott.  But  now  they  refuse  to  execute  or  perform  the  said  agreement 
contrary  to  equity  and  good  conscience  etc.  etc.  etc. 

203.73745  "  (sisned)  LA  JOHNSON.” 

See  also  suit  Warner  v.  Higgs  given  in  Part  II  of  this  volume. 

An  interesting  sidelight  into  the  character  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  is  shown 
in  a  manuscript  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford,  and  signed  by  the  Doctor 
himself,  wherein,  during  those  last  days  spent  in  his  native  village,  he  endeavoured  to  act 
as  peacemaker  in  family  differences.  Dr.  Higgs  being  present  when  John  Higgs  the 
elder  of  South  Stoke — no  doubt  his  uncle  who  witnessed  his  father  Griffith’s  will — 
was  making  his  own  will,  intervened  on  behalf  of  one  Henry  Hervey  who  had  married 
the  said  John  Higgs's  daughter.  It  appears,  however,  from  the  statement  which  the 
Doctor  wrote  and  signed,  that  his  efforts  were  futile,  old  John  Higgs  being  obdurate  in 
agreeing  to  do  any  more  than  he  had  already  done  for  his  son-in-law.  However,  by  this 
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written  statement  he  made  it  clear  to  the  family  that  he  had  done  his  utmost  to  smooth 
out  the  difference  which  evidently  existed  between  old  John  Higgs  and  his  son-in-law 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  this  manuscript  : 

“MS.  Rawlinson  C.  421,  fo.  55. 

“  This  is  a  true  coppie  of  that  Testimonie  which  Dr.  Higgs  delivered  to 
his  Kinsman  John  Higgs,  concerning  the  Difference  betweene  him,  and 
Henry  Hervey. 

“  1,  Griffith  Higgs,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  being  (upon  request  of  my  kinsman  John 
Higgs,  the  Elder,  of  South  Stoke,  in  the  Countie  of  Oxford,  yeoman,  lately  deceased,) 
present  at  the  making  of  his  will,  did  putt  him  in  minde,  to  doe  something  for  his  son- 
in-law  Henrie  Hervey  ; 

“  He  answered,  that  he  had  allreadie  done  for  him,  as  much  as  for  anie  other  of  his 
sons-in-law  ; 

“  Then  I  moved  him,  that  he  might  be  sent  for  to  speake  for  himselfe  ;  because 
they  differed  in  the  manner  of  their  reckonings  ; 

“  He  answered,  that  that  was  needles  ;  for  lie  would  doe  noe  more  for  him,  than  he 
had  done  allreadie  ; 

“  I  replied,  the  sending  for  him  might  prevent  a  difference  betweene  his  Executor 
and  him  ; 

“  He  answered,  I  feare  not  that  ;  for  he  can  doe  my  Executor  noe  hurt. 

“  This  I  doe  testifie  ;  and  in  acknowledgment  thereof  I  doe  hereunto  sett  my  hand, 

“  (Signed) 


“  Nov.  18, 
1651, 


South  Stoke 
in  Com :  Oxon. 


Those  last  years  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  at  South  Stoke  must  have  been  indeed  sad 
ones!  His  early  life  had  been  brilliant  in  his  scholastic  attainments  and  progress.  His 
days  spent  at  The  Hague  in  administering  to  the  spiritual  needs  of  Elizabeth,  Queen 
of  Bohemia,  in  her  sufferings  had  been  indeed  happy  ones.  His  recall  to  England  after 
some  ten  years  in  the  circle  of  the  Bohemian  Royal  family  had  been  crowned  with  pre¬ 
ferment  as  Chaplain  to  King  Charles,  and  as  Dean  of  Lichfield  it  had  been  his  delight 
to  spend  time,  thought  and  money  upon  the  adornment  of  the  beautiful  cathedral 
church  in  which  he  served,  until  the  Civil  War  brought  disaster  and  ruin  to  his  efforts, 
and  he  escaped  imprisonment  for  his  fidelity  to  the  royal  cause  alone  by  payment  of  a 
large  sum  to  the  Parliament.  We  can  picture  those  last  years  “  spent  in  retirement, 
study  and  devotion  ”  in  the  old  home  village,  as  news  reached  him  of  his  royal  master’s 
sufferings  and  the  effect  of  his  trial,  his  sentence  and  execution  at  Whitehall  in  1649. 
This  must  have  been,  indeed,  a  horror  to  him  who,  whilst  knowing  His  Majesty’s  weak¬ 
nesses  in  public  affairs,  knew  so  well  the  King's  character,  which  was  a  pattern  of  all  the 
private  virtues  and  of  faithfulness  in  the  matters  of  State  according  to  his  views,  and 
although  the  Doctor  did  not  live  to  see  the  restoration  of  the  monarchy  in  the  person  of 
Charles  II  a  few  months  after  his  death,  yet  he  was  spared  the  regret  that  the  dissolute 
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life  of  the  son — who  showed  none  of  his  father's  virtues — would  have  given  him.  And 
so  terminated  the  life  of  the  brilliant  son  of  Griffith  and  Sara  Higgs  of  Barre  Place, 
South  Stoke,  a  Protestant  to  the  core,  but  faithful  to  the  Church  of  the  State  in  which  he 
firmly  believed. 


His  Majesty  King  Charles  I,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  to  whom  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  was 
appointed  Chaplain  in  1638. 

I)r.  Griffith  Higgs  gave  a  portion  of  his  books  to  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford  ; 
he  was  a  benefactor  also  to  St.  John’s  College,  but  the  greater  portion  of  his  library  he 
gave  to  Merton,  including  the  special  Bible  presented  to  him  by  Elizabeth,  Queen  of 
Bohemia.  It  would  therefore  seem  that  whilst  some  of  his  printed  books  were  seized  by 
the  forces  of  the  Parliament,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  Close  and  Fortress  of  Lichfield,  and 
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taken  to  the  library  at  Stafford,  he  took  a  number  of  them  with  him  from  Lichfield  when 
he  left  the  Close  and  went  to  Oxford  during  the  Civil  War,  and  therefore,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  Dr.  Higgs  left  Lichfield  with  His  Majesty  King  Charles  ere  that  city  surrendered, 
and  some  of  his  belongings  were  left  to  the  care  of  Colonel  Harvey  or  Hervy  Bagot. 


Mural  Monument  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  (or  Griffin)  Higgs,  in 
S.  Andrew’s  Church,  S.  Stoke,  Oxon. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  passed  away  on  16  December,  1659,  aged  seventy,  and  his 
earthly  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  chancel  of  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  South  Stoke. 
Over  this  spot  may  be  seen  a  fine  mural  tablet,  surmounted  by  a  bust  of  the  Doctor,  and 
above  this  memorial  the  family  arms  and  crest. 

His  will  was  proved  in  March,  1660,  by — his  executors  and  nephews— Griffith, 
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eldest  son  of  Barton  and  Eleanor  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  George  Jemmott,  son 
of  Walter  and  Mary  Jemmott  or  Jemmett  of  Shiplake,  Oxon,  and  Nicholas,  son  of 
Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick,  by  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  and 
reads  as  follows  : 

THE  WILL  OF  THE  REV.  GRIFFITH  HIGGS,  DOCTOR  IN  DIVINITY.  (Son 

of  Griffith  and  Sara  Higgs,  of  South  Stoke,  and  a  Brother  of  Nicholas  Higgs, 

Yeoman  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks.) 

Proved  in  the  P.C.C.  Ref.  “  Nabbs  ”  fo.  8,  1659.  Original  Will  at  Somerset 

House,  London. 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen  :  the  two  and  twentieth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of 
Our  Lord,  according  to  the  computation  of  the  Church  of  England,  One  thousand,  six 
hundred  and  fifty  nine,  Griffith  Higgs  the  Elder  of  South  Stoke,  in  the  county  of 
Oxon.,  Doctor  in  Divinity  and  sometime  Dean  of  the  Cathedral  Church  at  Lichfield,  in 
the  County  of  Stafford,  knowing  well  the  certainty  of  Death,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 
hour  thereof,  and  having  at  this  present  (Thanks  be  given  unto  God  for  it)  perfect  health 
of  body,  and  the  right  use  of  my  senses,  memory  and  understanding,  do  intend  at  this 
time  to  dispose  of  that  worldly  estate,  wherewith  God  hath  blessed  me,  and  to  set  my 
temporal,  as  well  as  my  spiritual,  house  in  order,  and  for  that  purpose  I  do  at  this  present 
time  make  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following  : — 

First  :  I  do  bequeath  my  soul  to  Almighty  God,  Who  gave  it  with  full  persuation 
and  assurance  of  Salvation  by  the  precious  Death  and  Passion,  and  by  the  merits  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,  my  only  and  ever  blessed  Saviour  and 
Redeemer  ;  and  my  body  to  be  committed  to  the  earth  from  whence  it  came  witli 
Christian  burial,  if  it  shall  so  please  God,  in  expectation  of  a  glorious  Resurrection. 

Item  :  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Parish  Church  of  South  Stoke  in  the  County  of 
Oxon.,  where  I  was  bom,  the  sum  of  five  pounds  and  to  the  poor  of  the  said  Parish  of 
South  Stoke,  the  sum  of  five  pounds  yearly  for  ever,  and  for  that  purpose  I  do  require 
my  executor,  or  executors,  hereinafter  named,  that  within  one  year  after  my  decease, 
he  or  they  shall  lay  out  One  hundred  pounds  to  purchase  free  land  of  Soccage  Tenure, 
and  of  live  pounds  yearly  value  at  least,  and  charge  that  land  witli' the  payment  of  this 
five  pounds  yearly  for  ever  towards  the  maintenance  of  the  poor  of  the  Parish  of  South 
Stoke  aforesaid.  Concerning  the  yearly  distribution  of  this  money  my  will  is  that  it 
shall  be  disposed  of  to  such  persons,  and  in  such  manner,  as  I  have,  or  shall,  set  down  in 
a  Codicill  under  my  hand  and  seal,  or  other  writing  to  be  annexed  to  this  my  last  Will 
and  Testament. 

Item  :  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Warden  &  Scholars  of  the  house  or  college  of 
scholars  of  Merton,  in  the  University  of  Oxford  : — All  my  printed  books,  and  all  my  maps, 
wheresoever  they — that  is  either  the  books  or  maps — be,  at  Lichfield,  Elme,*  Hurst, 
Stafford,  London,  Cliffe,  South  Stoke  or  elsewhere,  together  with  those  books  which  are 
in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Richard  Harrison,  lately  Minister  of  Tettenhall,  near  Wolver¬ 
hampton,  in  the  county  of  Stafford  of  what  language,  faculty,  profession,  or  kind  soever, 
for  the  use  of  their  College  Library,  desiring  them  (if  in  their  wisdom  they  shall  think 
fitting)  to  exchange  such  books  as  they  have  already  for  others,  and  to  retain  all  such 
as  they  had  not  either  in  that  kind,  or  in  that  Volume  and  Edition  : 

Particularly  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  them,  for  the  use  of  their  said  Library  a  fair 
English  Bible,  in  folio  guilded,  and  richly  enamelled,  with  large  Blue  Silk  Strings  and  Gold 
Fringes,  which  was  given  me  by  Her  Majesty,  my  gracious  Mrs.,  the  Queen  of  Bohemia. 

And,  in  case  these  books  of  mine,  which  at  present  are  kept  in  a  Library  in  Stafford 
Town  (which  are  the  far  greatest  part  of  my  Library)  or  any  other  books,  which  dispersed 
in  other  places,  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  by  the  Solicitations  of  the  said  Warden  and 
Scholars,  or  by  any  other  means  possible  be  recovered,  I  do  likewise  give  and  bequeath 
all  of  them  to  the  use  of  the  College  Library  in  Merton  College  aforesaid. 

Item  :  I  do  require  my  executor,  or  executors  hereinafter  named,  to  deliver  up  all 
my  written  sermons,  paper  books,  note  books,  letters,  ovations,  disputations,  suppositions 
and  all  kind  of  writings  belonging  to  either  Divinity  or  humanity,  or  any  other  kind  of 
learning  whatsoever  they  be  (excepting  those  papers  and  writings  which  do  in  anywise 

*•  Ewelme,  Oxon.,  about  3  miles  from  Wallingford,  Berks. 
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belong  to  my  temporal  estate)  into  the  hands  of  these  four  friends,  viz  Doctor  Richard 
Bayly,  sometime  Dean  of  Salisbury,  and  President  of  St.  John  Baptist  College  in  Oxford  ; 
Doctor  Gillingham,  sometimes  Prebend  of  Windsor  ;  Doctor  John  Oliver,  sometime 
President  of  Magdalen  College  in  Oxford,  and  Doctor  Edward  Reynolds,  now  Minister 
of  St.  Lawrence  Jewry  Church  in  London,  whom  I  do  earnestly  desire  to  peruse  them,  and 
then  dispose  of  them  privately,  or  publicly,  according  to  their  discretions. 

Item  :  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Vice-Chancellor  and  Proctors  for  the  time  being, 
and  other  overseers  of  the  Public  Libraries  in  the  University  of  Oxon. — called  Bodley’s 
Library,  the  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  to’be  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  said  Library 
upon  buying  of  Divinity  books,  especially  some  choice  books  of  Controversial,  Casuistical 
and  Critical  Learning  in  Divinity,  and  some  of  the  most  learned  Commentators,  Chrono- 
logers,  and  Writers  upon  difficult  places  of  Scripture,  and  this  is  to  be  done  within  one 
year  after  the  receipt  of  the  money,  or  else  the  said  sum  of  One  hundred  pounds  is  to  be 
paid  back  again  to  my  executor,  or  executors  hereinafter  named. 

Likewise,  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  Merton  College,  and  to  St.  John  Baptist  College, 
both  in  the  said  University  of  Oxford,  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  a  piece  (Viz.)  Fifty  pounds 
to  each  of  them  to  be  paid  out  for  the  use  of  their  College  Libraries  respectively  upon 
buying  of  such  kind  of  Divinity  books  as  are  before  mentioned  for  Bodley’s  Library, 
according  to  the  proportion  of  their  money,  and  that  is  to  be  done  within  one  year  after 
the  receipt  of  the  money  or  else  the  said  sums,  or  either  of  them  not  employed  within  the 
time  limited,  is  to  be  repaid  back  again  to  my  executor,  or  executors  hereinafter  named. 

Item  :  I  do  require  my  executor,  or  executors,  hereafter  named,  by  the  assistance 
and  direction  of  Mr.  Samuel  Avery  (Averie),  late  Alderman  of  the  City  of  London,  to 
lay  out  One  hundred  pounds  upon  a  very  fair  cup  and  cover,  both  of  them  of  solid  and 
massive  gold,  with  the  Arms  of  the  Queen  oe  Bohemia  to  be  engraved  on  it,  and  by  the 
means  of  the  said  Mr.  Alderman  Avery  to  send,  and  humbly  present  it  to  Her  Majesty 
for  her  many  gracious  favours  vouchsafed  to  me.  Also  I  do  give  and  bequeath  another 
One  hundred  pounds  to  be  distributed  by  my  executor,  or  executors,  equally  amongst 
twenty  poor  sequestred  Ministers  about  London,  Oxfordshire,  Staffordshire,  Kent  or 
elsewhere,  Viz  : — Five  pounds  to  each  of  them,  who  shall  all  be  nominated  either  by 
myself  in  a  Codicill  to  be  annexed  to  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  or  by  my  executor, 
or  executors,  and  whom  he  or  they  shall  request  to  assist  him  or  them  in  it. 

I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  five  God-children — That  is  to  say  Barton  Higgs, 
son  of  my  brother  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  in  the  County  of  Oxon.,  Griffith 
Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  ;  William  Snow,  son  of  William  Snow,  Vicar  ;  Barton 
Cruchfield,*  son  of  Barton  Cruciifield,  and  Margaret  Harvey,  daughter  of  Henry 
Harvey,  all  of  the  said  South  Stoke,  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  to  be  equally  divided  among 
them — That  is  to  say  forty  shillings  to  each  of  them. 

To  John  Deacon,  of  the  same  South  Stoke,  sometime  my  servant  five  pounds. 

To  Hillary  Bristow,  Andrew  Shingleton,  Tobie  Greene,  John  Johnson, 
Francis  Cripps,  John  Ayre,  Richard  av  Ruth,  Thomas  Wilder — the  Smith,  Christo¬ 
pher  Middleton,  Henry  Middleton,  Peter  Ilsley,  Thomas  Smith,  William 
Smith,  old  William  Lewinden,  sometime  a  bargeman,  Richard  Awberrie,  John 
Wakelyn,  and  Henry  Newberrie  (Newbury)  all  of  South  Stoke — twenty  shillings  a 
piece. 

To  Thomas  Hever,  the  elder,  and  Griffith  Sellwood,  botti  of  Woodcot,  twenty 
shillings  a  piece,  and  twenty  shillings  a  piece  more  to  four  poor  persons  of  Woodcot 
and  Fxlade,  in  the  Parish  of  South  Stoke  aforesaid,  such  as  my  brother  Barton  Higgs, 
or  my  executor  or  executors,  shall  think  most  fitting  and  shall  appoint. 

And  likewise,  to  Alice  Browne  and  Sarah  Browne  the  daughters  of  old  William 
Browne,  sometime  an  inhabitant  of  South  Stoke  aforesaid  ten  shillings  apiece,  where¬ 
soever  they  do,  or  shall  dwell,  provided  always  that  these  legacies  shall  not  debar  any 
of  those  poor  persons  above  mentioned  from  the  benefit  of  my  yearly  exhibition  to  the 
poor  of  the  Parish  of  South  Stoke  ;  but  so  long  as  they  shall  continue  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish,  they  may  in  any  year  be  capable  of  being  nominated  unto  it,  the  rules  and 
orders  being  set  down  in  the  Codicill  annexed  to  this  my  last  Will  and  testament  being 
observed. 


*  Emma  Higgs  of  Basildon,  Berks,  was  married  there  in  1561  to  one  Henry  Cruchfield,  and  on  7  February, 
1626,  another  Henrie  Cruchfield  (probably  a  grandson),  son  of  Griffin  Cruchfield  and  Jane  his  wife,  was 
baptized  at  Blewbury,  Berks. 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


41 


Item  :  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  eldest  brother  Barton  Higgs,  my  small 
silver  watch,  with  a  silver  case,  made  by  the  watchmaker  of  The  Hague  in  Holland; 
to  his  wife  my  Sister-in-law  my  silver  candlestick,  with  the  silver  sockett,  and  one  small 
silver  trencher  salt  cellar,  and  the  best  of  my  silk  Grogramme  Gowns. 

To  their  eldest  son  Griffith  Higgs,  my  best  cloth  cloak  lined  throughout  with  velvet. 

To  their  second  son  Barton  Higgs,  my  Godson,  my  other  cloth  cloak  lined  through 
with  velvet  and — 

To  their  third  son  John  Higgs,  a  small  silver  drinking  tun  (or  tankard)  which  was 
given  me  by  Prince  Phillip — one  of  the  sons  of  the  Queen  of  Bohemia  and— 

To  their  live  daughters,  two  small  Gilt  Bibles  in  octavo,  three  wrot  purses,  and  three 
small  table  books,  all  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  by  the  discretion  of  their  mother, 
and  in  money  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  be  divided  equally  amongst  them — That 
is  to  say  To  their  daughter  Eleanor — Thirty  pounds  ;  to  their  daughter  Marie — thirty 
pounds  ;  to  their  daughter  Sara — Thirty  pounds  ;  to  their  daughter  Elizabeth — Thirty 
pounds  and  to  their  daughter  Magdalen — Thirty  pounds.  And  likewise  concerning 
the  pictures  which  I  brought  with  me  from  the  Hague  into  England,  I  have  and  do 
dispose  of  them  against  my  Brother  Barton  Higgs,  his  children  in  this  manner  following. 
That  is  to  say — 1  do  give  and  bequeath  to  his  eldest  son  Griffith  Higgs  the  pictures 
of  the  King  &  Queen  of  Bohemia  ; 

To  his  second  son  Barton  Higgs — -The  picture  of  the  present  Prince  Elector 
Palatine. 

To  his  third  son  John  Higgs — The  picture  of  Prince  Rupert  if  he  can  secure  it  from 
Sir  Hervy  Baggott’s  son,  who  being  Governor  of  Lichfield  carried  it  away  with  him. 

To  his  eldest  daughter  Eleanor — The  picture  of  the  Old  Prince  of  Orange  Henry 
Frederick  and  his  Princess,  now  Dowager. 

To  his  second  daughter  Marie  Higgs — The  picture  of  the  Queen  of  Bohemia’s 
eldest  daughter  Princess  Elizabeth. 

To  his  third  daughter  Sara  Day — The  Picture  of  the  above  named  old  Prince  of 
Orange,  his  eldest  son. 

To  his  fourth  daughter  Elizabeth  Bankes,  the  picture  of  the  Queen  of  Bohemia’s 
eldest  son  Henry  Frederick  who  was  drowned  and — 

To  his  fifth  daughter  Magdalen  Twiddy — The  picture  of  the  Queen  of  Bohemia’s 
second  daughter  Princess  Louisa. 

Item  :  I  do  give  and  bequeath  to  my  eldest  sister  Marie  Jemott  of  Shiplake  in  the 
County  of  Oxon.,  widow — a  gold  ring  with  a  fair  diamond  in  it  in  the  form  of  a  heart, 
given  me  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Bohemia. 

To  my  sister-in-law  Anne,  the  late  wife  of  my  brother  Nicholas  Higgs,  in  the  Parish 
of  Thateham,  in  the  County  of  Berks.,  widow,  another  gold  ring  with  a  lesser  diamond 
in  it,  set  upon  claws,  and  one  small  silver  trencher  salt  cellar. 

To  the  wife  of  my  nephew  Richard  Wilder  of  the  Parish  of  Goring,  in  the  County 
of  Oxon.,  Yeoman,  son  of  my  sister  Magdalen  Browne  lately  deceased  —Six  plain  silver 
spoons  with  the  letters  of  my  name  upon  the  end  of  every  one  of  them,  and  one  small 
silver  trencher  salt  cellar. 

Moreover,  in  case  any  person  or  persons  unto  whom  1  have  given  or  bequeathed  any 
legacies  either  of  money  or  goods  in  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  shall  not  rest 
satisfied  and  contented  with  it  being  paid  or  tendered  according  to  this  my  present  Will, 
but  shall  be  contentious  and  raise  debates  and  suites  of  law  against  my  executor,  or 
executors,  or  be  in  any  wise  troublesome  unto  them  ;  Then  my  Will  is  that  the  said 
person  or  persons,  man  or  woman,  shall  be  utterly  deprived  of  that  legacy,  and  of  all 
other  benefits  whatsoever  which  should  or  might  arise  unto  him  or  her  by  virtue  of  this 
my  last  Will  and  Testament.  Anything  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  thereof 
notwithstanding  ;  and  that  the  said  legacy  or  money  or  goods,  or  other  benefit  shall 
return  wholly  and  entirely  to  my  executor,  or  executors. 

Likewise,  whereas  I  have  heretofore  freely  and  absolutely  given  certain  sums  of 
money  to  some  of  my  kindred  and  other  friends,  and  whereas  several  bonds,  and  other 
writings  concerning  those  sums  have  been  legally,  and  before  sufficient  witnesses,  sealed, 
signed  and  delivered  to  them  to  their  use,  my  Will  is,  and  1  do  hereby  declare  that  the 
money  mentioned  in  those  bonds  and  writings,  and  what  money  soever  also  shall  be 
due  by  virtue  of  them  shall  be  payable  unto  those  to  whom  I  have,  before  making  and 
sealing  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  assigned  and  disposed  it  not  unto  me. 
Neither  shall  it  belong  to  my  executor  or  executors. 
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Item  :  I  do  ordain,  make,  constitute,  and  appoint  my  three  nephews  (vizd)  Griffith 
Higgs,  son  of  my  Brother  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  in  the  County  of  Oxon.,  Yeoman  ; 
George  Jemmott  of  the  Parish  of  Shiplake  in  the  same  County  of  Oxon.,  Yeoman  ; 
and  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks., 
Yeoman,  son  of  my  brother  Nicholas  Higgs  of  the  same  Parish  and  County,  Yeoman, 
lately  deceased,  to  he  my  Joint  Executors  of  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament. 

Nevertheless  my  Will  and  meaning  is — That  the  said  Nicholas  Higgs,  his  executor, 
administrators  and  assigns,  shall  have  and  enjoy  the  executor  year  of  my  two  copyholds 
within  the  Manor  of  South  Stoke,  aforesaid,  commonly  known  and  called  by  the  name — 
One  of  Dancastells,  the  other  of  Brill’s,  both  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Wilder, 
according  to  the  custom  of  the  said  Manor  wholly  and  solely  unto  himself,  provided  all 
the  ways,  he  the  said  Nicholas  Higgs,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall 
upon  his  and  their  own  proper  costs  and  charges,  satisfy  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  for  the 
time  being  for  the  two  herriots  which  shall  be  due  unto  him  out  of  the  said  two  copyholds. 
All  the  rest  of  my  goods  and  estate,  not  as  yet  disposed  of  either  heretofore,  or  in  this 
my  present  Will  and  Testament,  I  do  give  unto  my  above  named  three  executors- 
Griffith  Higgs,  George  Jemmott,  and  Nicholas  Higgs  to  be  jointly  and  equally 
received  and  enjoyed  by  them.  And  I  do  require  them  to  pay  all  my  debts  and  to  dis¬ 
charge  all  the  legacies  given  and  mentioned  in  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  within 
the  space  of  one  whole  year  after  my  decease,  if  the  money  can  be  soon  gotten  in  ;  they 
not  neglecting  all  possible  means  to  procure  it. 

Likewise,  I  do  require  them  to  see  me  Christianly  and  decently  buried  (if  God  shall 
so  permit)  either  in  Merton  College  in  Oxford  where  1  was  brought  up,  or  in  the  Parish 
Church  or  Chancel  of  South  Stoke,  where  1  was  borne,  wheresoever  it  shall  please  God 
to  be  ;  to  defray  all  my  funeral  charges,  and  to  set  up  some  tomb  or  monument  for  me 
of  about  .  or  .  pounds  charge,  whatsoever  the  overseers  hereafter 

named  shall  think  fit,  with  such  inscription  as  the  said  overseers  shall  either  receive 
from  me  or  compose  for  me. 

Item  :  I  do  nominate  and  appoint,  my  four  worthy  friends  above  named— That  is 
to  say — Doctor  Bayj.ey,  Doctor  Gillingham,  Doctor  Oliver  and  Doctor  Reynolds  to 
lie  the  overseers  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  earnestly  desiring  them  to  advise 
and  assist  my  executors  in  all  points  concerning  their  executorship  and  straightly  re¬ 
quiring  my  executors  to  be  guided  and  ruled  by  them.  And  for  the  care  and  assistance 
of  the  said  overseers,  I  do  give  and  bequeath  unto  them  twenty  pounds — That  is  to  say 
f  ive  pounds  to  every  one  of  them  to  be  paid  presently  after  my  decease,  and  I  do  desire 
of  them  to  accept  it.  This  1  do  acknowledge  to  be  my  true  last  Will  and  lestament 
written  and  in  some  places  underlined  all  with  mine  own  hand. 

In  Witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  above 
written — 


Sealed,  signed  and  published 

in  the  presence  of —  THOMAS  LOADER. 

BENJAMIN  STONE. 

The  Codicill  concerning  the  distribution  of  the  five  pounds  given  in  my  last  Will 
and  Testament  yearly  to  the  poor  of  the  Parish  of  South  Stoke,  in  the  County  of  Oxon. 

Concerning  the  yearly  distribution  of  live  pounds,  which  in  my  last  Will  and  Testa  ¬ 
ment  I  have  given  to  the  poor  of  the  Parish  of  South  Stoke,  in  the  County  of  Oxon.,  my 
Will  is  that  it  be  disposed  on  in  this  manner  following— viz  - 

Three  pounds  every  year  to  six  poor  families  in  South  Stoke  Town,  or  that  part  of 


Armorial  Impression 
in  the  Parchmjcnt 
of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Griffith  Higgs’s 
Will,  not  a  Wax 
Seal. 
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the  Parish  which  is  called—'  Below  the  hill  ’  to  be  paid  half  yearly — I  mean — Thirty 
shillings  every  half  year  that  is  to  say — Five  shillings  apiece  to  every  family  upon  the 
first  Sabbath  Day  after  the  five  and  twentieth  day  of  December  and  the  other  thirty 
shillings — that  is  five  shillings  apiece  more  to  the  same  six  families,  upon  Easter  Day 
following.  And  Forty  shillings  every  year  to  six  poor  families  in  Woodcote  &  Fxlade 
to  be  paid  likewise  half  yearly,  I  mean  Twenty  shillings  every  half  year — That  is— 
Three  shillings  and  four  pence  apiece  to  every  family  upon  the  foremost  days,  both 
payments  to  be  discharged  in  the  Parish  Church  of  South  Stoke,  immediately  after 
Morning  Prayers,  and  those  ‘  Above  the  hill  '  may  receive  their  money  at  Woodcote  in 
the  Chappel,  immediately  after  Morning  Prayers  and  Sermon  ;  and  all  those  twelve 
families  are  to  be  present  either  in  the  Parish  Church  at  South  Stoke  '  Below  the  Hill  ’, 
or  in  the  Chappel  ‘  Above  the  hill  ’  after  Prayers,  unless  the  Electors  (Those  who  are 
yearly  to  nominate  the  families)  or  the  major  part  of  them  do  allow  of  the  cause  of  their 
absence  howsoever  one  at  least  of  each  family,  and  that  one,  one  of  the  chiefest  persons 
man  or  woman  shall  be  there,  or  else  the  portion  belonging  to  that  family  for  that  time 
shall  be  forfeited  as  to  them  and  shall  be  distributed  equally  amongst  the  other  five 
families,  either  of  South  Stoke  or  of  Woodcote  and  Fxlade,  where  the  absent  family 
resideth. 

Secondly  :  the  Six  families  of  both  places  ‘  Below  the  Hill  ’  and  ‘  Above  the 
Hill  ’  shall  be  changed  every  year.  I  mean  the  same  six  families  shall  not  receive  the 
allowance  two  years  immediately  together,  neither  in  South  Stoke,  nor  in  Woodcote 
and  in  Fxlade  ;  but  every  year  six  new  families  shall  be  nominated  unto  it,  provided 
always  that  the  Electors  shall  never  nominate  any  of  those  persons  or  families  who  at 
that  present  receive  any  collection  from  the  Parish  by  the  Overseers  for  the  Poor. 

Thirdly  :  the  persons  who  are  to  nominate  these  families  shall  be  the  Lord  of  the 
Manor,  or  his  farmer  ;  the  Vicar  of  the  Parish  both  for  the  time  being  ;  the  two  Church¬ 
wardens,  one  ‘  Below  the  Hill  ’  and  the  other  ‘  Above  the  Hill  ’  ;  two  overseers  for  the 
Poor;  one  likewise  ‘  Below  the  Hill '  and  the  other  ‘  Above  the  Hill  ’ ;  my  Elder  Brother 
■ — Barton  Higgs,  and  after  him  the  chiefest  person,  and  nearest  unto  him  of  Family  and 
Name  in  South  Stoke  Town  so  long  as  any  of  them  shall  be  inhabitants  of  that  place  ;  and 
my  executor  and  after  him  the  owner  of  the  land  or  his  assigns  for  ever. 

Fourthly  these  eight  persons,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  shall  every  year  upon 
Michaelmas  Day  nominate  and  appoint  the  Six  Families  in  South  Stoke  Town,  and  the 
other  Six  Families  of  Woodcott  &  Fxlade,  who  are  to  receive  the  above  named  allowance 
for  that  year  ensuing  :  Viz. — Upon  the  lirst  Sabbath  immediately  following  after  the 
live  and  twentieth  Day  of  December  reckoning  from  the  aforesaid  Michaelmas  Day, 
and  upon  the  next  Easter  Day  immediately  following  that,  and  my  executor,  and  after 
him  the  Owner  of  the  Land  or  his  assigns  for  ever  to  pay  the  money  yearly  to  the  several 
families  respectively  after  Prayers  and  Sermons  in  the  places,  and  upon  the  days 
appointed.  Beginning  the  payment  the  same  time  as  he  doth  the  other  legacies  given 
in  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  Viz  :  One  year  after  my  decease,  All  those  premises 
I  do  acknowledge  to  be  my  act,  and  in  acknowledgement  thereof  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  Seal  this  seventh  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  God,  according 
to  the  computation  of  the  Church  of  England,  One  thousand,  Six  Hundred  and  lofty 
Three. 


Sealed,  signed  and  delivered 

in  the  presence  of — 


ROBERT  STONE. 
BENJAMIN  STONE. 
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This  Will  and  Codicill  was  proved  at  London,  the  fourteenth  day  of  March,  in  the 
year  of  Our  Lord  God,  One  Thousand,  Six  hundred,  fifty  and  nine  (English  Stile)  Before 
the  Right  Worshipful  Walter  Walker,  William  Turner,  Doctors  of  Laws  and  Judges 
of  the  Court  for  Probate  of  Will,  and  granting  administrations  lawfully  authorized  By 
Oath  of  Griffith  Higgs,  one  of  the  Executors  in  the  said  Will  named— To  whom  was 
committed  Administration  of  all  and  singular  the  goods,  chattels  and  debts  of  the  said 
deceased,  he  being  first  legally  sworn  well  and  truly  to  administer  the  same,  reserving 
power  nevertheless  to  George  Jemmott  and  Nicholas  Higgs  the  other  executors  in 
the  said  Will  named  to  make  like  probate  when  they  shall  legally  require  the  same. 

From  Proceedings  in  Chancery  :  Higgs  versus  Thomas  et  als.  before  1714  and 
under  date  16  December  ibq 7  (Ref.  Bridges  165/28)  we  learn  something  of  the  sad  story 
of  the  manner  in  which  Griffith,  the  eldest  son  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke, 
abused  his  trust  as  executor  of  the  Rev.  Doctor  Griffith  Higgs’s  Will.  This  has  also 
been  shown  from  the  Depositions  in  Chancery  which  were  taken  at  South  Stoke  on 
7  October,  1695,  in  the  Case  of  the  Parishioners  of  South  Stoke  versus  Barton  Day, 
as  already  given,  and  the  reader,  upon  referring  to  the  Will  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the 
Younger  of  Henwick  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Yeoman,  will  note  his  reference  to 
this  matter,  which  had  all  apparently  happened  without  his  knowledge  although  one 
of  the  executors. 

a.d.  1697  :  December  16.  Higgs  versus  Thomas  and  Others.  (Abstract.)  Bridges 

165/28  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 

“  To  the  Right  Honble-  John,  Lord  Somers,  Baron  of  Evesham,  Lord  High  Chancellor 

of  England. 

“  Complaining,  shew  unto  your  lordship  your  orators  Mary  Higgs,  widow  of  Barton 
Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxon.,  Yeoman,  deceased  and  John  Higgs  their  only  son, 
executors  of  the  last  Will  and  testament  of  the  said  Barton  Higgs.  That  Doctor 
Griffith  Higgs  late  of  South  Stoke  D.D.,  deceased  by  his  last  Will  devised  £600  part 
of  4860  owing  to  him  by  one  Henry  Samborn  of  Moulsford  Co.  Berks.,  to  be  laid  out  in 
the  purchase  of  lands  of  inheritance  of  the  yearly  value  of  £30  for  the  erecting  and 
perpetual  maintaining  of  a  free  Grammar  School  in  South  Stoke,  and  of  his  Will  appointed 
Griffith  Higgs,  George  Jemmatt  and  others  since  deceased  his  executors,  who  by 
virtue  of  the  said  Will  took  possession  of  all  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  Doctor  Higgs 
of  the  value  of  £10,000  .0.0  and  upwards,  and  ought  to  have  proved  the  same  Will. 
But,  the  said  Griffith  Higgs,  who  was  the  only  acting  executor  by  conniveance  of  the 
rest  concealed  the  said  Will  and  possessed  himself  of  all  the  said  Doctor  Higgs  personal 
estate  amounting  to  many  thousand  pounds  value,  and  the  parishioners  of  South  Stoke 
being  informed  of  the  said  Will  and  of  the  great  abuse  committed  by  the  said  Griffith 
Higgs  in  concealing  the  same,  and  in  converting  the  money  given  to  the  said  charitable 
use  as  aforesaid  to  his  own  use,  did  about  Easter  1692  in  the  name  of  the  Attorney 
General  ex  Relations  of  the  said  parish  exhibit  an  information  and  bill  in  this  Court 
against  your  orators,  and  one  Barton  Day  to  whom  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  had 
conveyed  an  estate  in  land  of  £20  per  annum  value,  which  he  purchased  with  one  Smith 
with  part  of  the  said  £600  in  trust  for  the  said  charity  as  was  pretended.  And  the  said 
Attorney-General  by  the  said  information  and  bill  did  charge  your  orators  to  have  got 
possession  of  other  lands  purchased  of  one  Anthony  Harvey  of  the  yearly  value  of 
£6.0.0  which  was  by  the  sail'  parishioners  alledged  to  be  bought  by  the  said  Griffith 
Higgs  with  part  of  the  said  £600.0.0  charity  money  and  in  trust  for  the  said  charity 
as  is  pretended.  And  that  the  said  Griffith  Higgs  had  only  mortgaged  the  same  to 
your  orator’s  father  but  with  notice  of  the  said  charity  and  that  he  had  purchased  the 
same  in  trust  for  the  said  charity.  But  your  orators  show  that  the  said  Griffith  Higgs 
did  borrow  of  your  orator’s  said  father  £100.0.0,  and  for  the  securing  of  repayment 
thereof  with  the  interest  did  convey  and  mortgage  the  said  Harvey’s  lands  to  your 
orator’s  father.  And  the  said  Barton  Higgs  your  orator’s  said  father,  being  so  seized 
and  possessed  of  the  said  mortgaged  premises  made  his  last  Will  and  appointed  your 
orators  executors  thereof  and  soon  after  died,  and  your  orators  duly  proved  the  said 
Will  and  thereby  became  entitled  to  the  said  mortgage  and  to  all  the  personal  estate 
of  the  said  Barton  Higgs.  And  your  orators  being  in  possession  of  the  said  mortgaged 
premises,  and  there  being  such  information  and  bill  exhibited  in  this  court  against  your 
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orators,  and  the  said  Barton  Day,  as  before  set  forth,  one  William  Higgs  and  Thomas 
Wilder  parishioners  of  South  Stoke,  and  persons  who  prosecuted  the  said  information 
did  together  with  Moses  Slade  their  agent  and  solicitor,  who  is  since  dead,  and  with 
David  Tiiomas,  clerk,  parson  or  vicar  of  South  Stoke  apply  themselves  to  your  orators 
to  deliver  to  them,  or  one  of  them,  the  said  mortgage  upon  their  undertaking  to  pay 
your  orators  the  money  thereby  secured.  And  thereupon  your  orators  did  by  indorse¬ 
ment  on  the  said  Mortgage  assign  the  same  to  the  said  David  Thomas.  But,  so  it  is 
that  since  the  said  bill  was  dismissed  your  orators  desired  the  said  David  Thomas, 
William  Higgs  the  elder,  and  Thomas  Wilder  to  pay  the  said  mortgage  money  and 
interest,  or  to  restore  unto  your  orators  the  possession  of  the  said  land  and  premises  so 
mortgaged,  but  this  they  refuse  to  do,  and  the  said  David  Thomas  pretends  he  hath 
assigned  and  delivered  up  the  said  mortgage  deed  anil  possession  of  the  said  land,  and 
premises  to  the  said  Thomas  Wilder  and  William  Higgs  who  are  in  possession  thereof, 
and  do  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof.  May  therefore  writs  of  subpena  be  directed 
unto  the  said  David  Thomas,  William  Higgs,  the  elder,  and  Thomas  Wilder  thereby 
commanding  them  to  appear  in  court  there  to  answer  the  premises.  And  your  orators 
shall  ever  pray  etc. 

“  (Signed)  WM.  WHITELOCKE 

From  the  above-given  abstract  of  this  Suit  in  Chancery  sufficient  is  given  to  show 
what  a  mess  had  been  made  by  Griffith  Higgs,  the  nephew  of  Dr.  Higgs,  in  the  mal¬ 
administration  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs’s  estate  and  the  family  trouble  that 
had  been  caused  at  this  time  in  this  matter. 

Griffith  Higgs,  the  executor,  died  five  years  before  this  suit'  was  filed,  as  will  be 
noted  from  the  inscription  over  the  porch  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  namely, 
on  15  February,  1692.  He  was  an  aged  man  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  and  from  his 
“  Memento  "  on  the  tablet  over  the  porch  it  would  seem  that  as  the  end  of  his  earthly 
career  drew  nigh  he  keenly  felt  the  grievous  failings  into  which  he  had  fallen,  and  this 
sad  record  is  a  warning  to  others  in  positions  of  trust. 

The  mural  tablet  within  the  church  to  the  memory  of  the  illustrious  uncle  of  Griffith 
Higgs— the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs — is  one  of  the  most  interesting  memorials  in  the 
county.  This  large  monument  depicts  the  Doctor  with  Bible  in  hand,  and  over  his  head 
is  the  coat  of  arms  of  the  “  Noble  branch,  respectable  and  wealthy  ”  of  the  Higgs  family 
living  near  Gloucester,  from  whom  he  himself  or  his  overseers,  stated  him  to  have  been 
descended.  The  translation  of  the  Latin  inscription  upon  the  panel  which  occupies  a 
position  on  the  north  wall  of  the  Chancel,  just  above  the  spot  where  the  remains  of  Dr. 
Higgs  were  interred,  is  as  follows  : 


“fiere  Clcs 

“  Griffin  Higgs,  a  son  happily  born  to  Griffin  Higgs  and  Sara  Pain,  daughter 
of  Robert  Pain  of  Caversham,  in  the  County  of  Oxford.  He  was  baptized  on  the  St. 
Calendar  day  of  St.  Simon  and  Jude,  near  Stoke  Abbas,  in  the  same  County,  in  the  year 
of  human  salvation  restored  1589.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  a  certain  Nicholas 
Higgs  (his  grandmother  being  Mary  Barton)  sprung  from  a  noble  branch  of  the  Higgs 
family  near  Gloucester  ;  he  having  accompanied  his  uncle  Walter  from  the  town  of 
Weobley  in  the  County  of  Hereford,  as  far  as  Stoke  Abbas,  took  up  his  abode  there 
aud  left  descendants  alike  rich  and  numerous. 

“  That  Griffin  Higgs  after  acquiring  the  first  principals  of  classical  learning,  in  as 
much  as  he  obtained  distinction  in  Logic  and  Philosophy  under  Dr.  Tilsley  his  tutor  in 
St.  John’s  College,  Oxford,  was  received  into  the  illustrious  Fellowship  of  the  College  of 
Merton  in  the  year  1611,  and  in  the  year  1622  was  elected  to  the  Mastership  of  the 
Academy. 

“Afterwards  in  1627  he  was  sent  by  His  Majesty  King  Charles  to  be  Chaplain  to  his 
sister  Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Bohemia.  When  he  had  discharged  that  office  successfully 
for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  and  had  also  been  made  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Leyden, 
after  a  series  of  remarkable  public  examinations  under  the  auspices  of  the  renowned 
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Andrew  Rivet,  he  was  at  length  recalled  to  England  by  the  same  King  Charles  at 
the  instigation  of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  There  he  was  promoted  to  the 
Rectory  of  the  Church  of  Clive  in  Kent,  to  the  Precentorship  of  St.  David’s,  and  to  the 
Deanery  of  Lichfield,  being  also  Chaplain  in  Ordinary  to  the  King.  The  Lichfield 
Cathedral  he  greatly  beautified  at  much  personal  charge. 

“  Later  on  when  the  civil  war  had  broken  out  and  waxed  great  all  over  England, 
and  those  who  had  espoused  the  King’s  cause,  to  which  he  had  remained  staunch  with 
unconquerable  Devotion,  had  been  vanquished  he  was  stripped  of  all  his  Ecclesiastical 
preferments  and  mulcted  in  fines  for  his  loyalty. 

“  Thereupon  when  full  alike  of  honors  and  of  years  he  withdrew  from  the  world, 
slighted  for  conscience  sake,  to  Stoke  Abbas,  (since  that  was  his  native  place)  that  there 
he  might  devote  his  whole  time  to  God  and  study. 

“  At  last,  when  he  had  bequeathed  what  remained  of  his  worldly  goods  in  part  to 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  and  in  part  for  the  perpetual  benefit  of  the  poor  of  Stoke,  and 
the  Students  of  Merton  and  St.  John’s  Colleges,  Oxford,  he  after  being  a  celebate  for 
70  years,  yielded  up  his  bodily  remains  to  his  Mother  Jessie  (Mother  of  Jesus)  and  his 
soul  most  devoutly  to  his  God  and  Father  in  Christ. 

“  He  died  December  16th  1659 
Who  gave  to  the  Church  £100  to  buy  land  for  ye 
Poore,  and  £'600  to  buy  land  for  ye  maintenance 
of  a  free  school  for  ever.” 

Dr.  Griffin  (or  Griffith)  Higgs  was  a  kinsman  of  the  Buckeridges  of  Basildon 
and  Pangbourne,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  as  is  clearly  shown  by  the  wills  of  members  of 
that  family.  John  Bugkeridge  of  Basildon  married  Katherine,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Pleydall  {or  Pleydell)  of  Coleshill  and  Shrivenham  in  the  same  County,  Gentleman ,  by 
Anne,  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs,  of  Cheltenham ,  in  the  County  of  Gloucester 
(Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant  for  that  place,  3  Elizabeth,  1561,  on  24  June,  1588. 
There  was  a  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Basildon  (possibly  a  son  of  Nicholas  and  Mary  Higgs 
of  South  Stoke)  whose  will  was  proved  in  1583  and  whose  excutor  was  John  Buckeridge, 
the  elder,  of  that  place,  and  John  Higgs  [alias  Jenkin  Higgs)  the  youngest  son  of  the 
aforesaid  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Basildon  was  an  overseer  of  the  will  of  John  Buckeridge. 
Unquestionably  the  Higgs  family  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  of 
Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  were  very  closely  related,  and  the  Basildon  branch  of  the 
family  had  been  settled  in  that  place,  which  is  just  over  the  Downs  from  South  Stoke, 
below  Streatley  on  the  Berkshire  side  of  the  Thames,  from  an  early  date.  One  “  Ric.” 
or  “  Nic.”  Higges  was  a  witness  to  the  will  of  John  Buckeridge,  the  great-grandfather 
of  the  John  who  married  Katherine  Pleydell,  in  1525  ( vide  ‘Arch.  Berks.  Reg.  A’,  fo. 
312).  The  Rev.  John  Buckeridge,  a  member  of  this  family,  was  Bishop  of  Fly  and  a 
Chaplain  of  King  James  I.  The  Buckeridges  were  also  related  to  the  Wilders  of 
Nunhide,  who  intermarried  more  than  once  with  the  Higgs  family.  As  already  related, 
Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  wrote  the  life  of  Sir  Thomas  White,  the  founder  of  St.  John  the 
Baptist  College,  Oxford.  White’s  mother  was  Mary  Kibblewiiite,  a  daughter  of  John 
Kibblewhite  of  South  Fawley,  Co.  Berks,  whose  great-granddaughter  Elizabeth 
Kibblewiiite  became  the  mother  of  the  Rev.  John  Buckeridge,  D.D. 
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THE  DESCENT  OF  BARTON  HIGGS  OF  SOUTH  STOKE;  THE  REV.  DR. 
GRIFFITH  HIGGS  OF  SOUTH  STOKE;  RICHARD  HIGGS  OF  SOUTH 
STOKE  AND  NICHOLAS  HIGGS  OF  HENWICK,  BY  COLD  ASH,  IN 
THE  PARISH  OF  THATCHAM,  CO.  BERKS.,  FROM  THE  ANCIENT 
FAMILY  OF  BASKERVILLE. 


The  Baskervilles,  whose  name  is  upon  the  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey,  settled  in  the 
county  of  Hereford  soon  after  the  Conquest,  and  became  seated  at  Erdisley  ;  they  inter¬ 
married  with  the  leading  families  of  Herefordshire,  served  the  office  of  Sheriff  no  less 
than  twenty-one  times,  and  were  elected  Knights  of  the  Shire  in  eleven  Parliaments. 

Their  pedigree  has  been  authentically  deduced  and  is  duly 
registered  in  the  College  of  Arms,  London. 

From  Sir  Robert  Baskerville,  Knt.,  of  Erdisley  Castle, 
Co.  Hereford,  who  married  Agnes,  daughter  and  heiress  of 
Nesta,  the  daughter  of  Rees  ap  Griffith,  Prince  of  South 
Wales,  descended — through  a  line  of  knightly  representatives 
— Sir  John  Baskerville,  Ivnt.,  of  Combe,  who  was 
born  12  February,  1403,  and  who,  in  Sir  Harris  Nicholas’s 
‘  History  of  the  Battle  of  Agincourt  ’,  is  stated  to  have  been 
in  the  retinue  of  King  Henry  V.  He  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Touched,  Lord  Audley,  and,  dying  23 
December,  1455,  was  succeeded  by  his  eldest  son,  Sir  James 
Baskerville,  Knt.,  of  Erdisley,  M.P.  for  the  county  of 
Hereford  in  1476,  and  Sheriff  for  the  county  in  three  reigns, 
namely,  38  King  Henry  VI,  4  Edward  IV,  and  14  Henry  VII. 
He  was  made  a  Knight-Banneret  on  the  field  after  the  Battle 
of  Stoke,  near  Newark,  1487,  and  a  Knight  of  the  Bath  at  the 
Coronation  of  King  Henry  VII.  He  married  Katherine 
(some  accounts  give  Sybil),  daughter  of  Walter  Devereux, 
Lord  Ferrers  of  Chartley,  lineally  descended  from  King 
Edward  I. 

Sir  John  Baskerville,  Knt.,  of  Combe  (born  1403),  had 
a  younger  brother,  Ralfe  Baskerville,  born  in  1410,  the 
second  son  of  Sir  John  Baskerville  (living  4  Henry  IV), 
and  it  was  from  this  Ralfe  Baskerville  that  the  four  Higgs 
brothers  were  descended.  Who  the  mother  of  Sir  John 
Baskerville,  Knt.,  of  Combe,  and  his  brother  Ralfe  was 
seems  to  be  doubtful.  Their  father,  Sir  John,  married  twice, 
first  to  the  daughter  of  one  Symon  a  Bruges  (Harl.  MS.  615 
ff  23b,  24),  and  therein  given  as  their  mother,  and  secondly 
to  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  to  Sir  John  Eynsforde 
(Eynford),  Knt.,  by  a  daughter  and  one  of  the  heirs  of  Gerard  Furnyvall  (Furnival), 
who  was  the  second  brother  to  the  Lord  Furnyvall  (Harl.  MS.  615  ff  14b,  15).  This 
latter  reference — in  relation  to  the  family  of  Hacklute  of  Eaton  in  Leominster  (R.  175) 
— shows  Sir  John,  and  his  brother  Ralfe,  Baskerville  as  sons  of  this  second 
marriage.  Elizabeth  Eynford  first  married  Piers  Myi.bourne  of  Tillington  in 
BufghilJ,  and  when  his  widow  she  married  Sir  John  Baskerville,  who  was  then  a 
widower,  and  the  probability  is  that  Sir  John  and  Ralfe  Baskerville  the  sons  were 
by  the  first  marriage,  and  that  the  record  of  the  Baskerville  family  (Harl.  MS.  615 
ff  23b  and  24)  is  correct. 
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Ralfe  Baskerville  (bom  1410)  married  Anne,  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  John 
Blakett  of  Icomb  Place,  Co.  Gloucester  (Sir  John  Blakett  died  in  1431),  and  by  her 
had  a  daughter,  Jane,  who  became  his  sole  heiress.  This  Jane  Baskerville  became  the 
wife  of  Symond  Mylbourne,  Fsqre.,  of  Tillington  in  Burghill,  and  of  Icomb  Place  in 
the  county  of  Gloucester  in  right  of  his  wife  (Harl.  MS.  1545).  He  was  son  of  John 
Mylbourne,  Fsqre.,  by  Elizabeth  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Walter  Devereux, 
who  was  slain  at  Pillctts  in  Wales  and  whose  arms  were — 

“Argent  a  fess  gules  in  chief  three  torteauz 

John  Mylbourne  was  son  of  Piers  Mylbourne  of 
Tillington  in  Burghill,  who  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Fynford,  and  his  step-father  was,  therefore, 

Sir  John  Baskerville,  Knt. 

Symond  Mylbourne,  by  Jane  Baskerville  his  wife,  left 
no  male  issue,  but  had  no  less  than  thirteen  daughters  co-heirs 
of  their  father,  who  was  thirteenth  in  descent  from  Henry  II 
(vide  Pedigree). 

(1)  Elizabeth,  who  married  first  Sir  Thomas  Monington, 

M.P.  for  Herefordshire  1461-2,  and  secondly  John  DEVEREUX.. 
Whittington  of  Pauntley,  Co.  Gloucester. 

(2)  Sybil,  who  became  the  wife  of  Richard  Hacklute,  Fsqre.,  of  Eaton  in  Leominster, 

Co.  Hereford. 

(3)  Anne,  who  married  William  Rudiiall,  Sergeant-at-Law  of  Rudhall,  Co.  Hereford. 

(4)  Joyce,  who  married  Thomas  Hyatt,  Fsqre.,  of  Lydney. 

(5)  Catherine  (of  whom  later) — the  ancestress  of  the  Higgs  Family. 

(0)  Fleance  (or  Blanche).  See  ‘  Harl.  Soc.’,  xxi,  267.  She  married  first  James  Whitney, 
Fsqre.,  of  Whitney,  Co.  Hereford,  and  secondly  Sir 
William  Herbert  of  Troy. 

(7)  Elinor.  She  married  John  Moore  of  Bromsgrove, 

Fsqre.  (of  Douklyn,  Co.  Worcester;  ‘  Harl.’  1545). 

(8)  Alice,  who  married  first  Henry  Myles,  Fsqre. 

(9)  Margaret,  who  married  Thomas  Baron  of  Burford, 

Co.  Oxford  (Richard  Baron  was  Bishop  of  Burford, 

Co.  Oxon.,  ‘Ob.  S.P.  Harl.’  1545). 

(10)  Agnes,  who  married  Thomas  Walwyn  of  Helyns, 

Fsqre.,  and  also  of  Longford,  in  the  county  of 
Hereford. 

( 1 1 )  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of  Sir  Richard  Cornwell 

of  Bcrington. 

(12)  Jane,  who  died  unmarried. 

(13)  Juliana,  who  also  died  unmarried. 

Returning  to  Catherine,  the  fifth  daughter  of  Sir  Symond  Mylbourne  as  given  in 
the  pedigree  of  Monington  (‘  Harl.  MS.',  615  If.  73b,  74),  she  married  Thomas  a  Barton 
of  Barton  in  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford,  Fsqre.  (‘  Harl.  MS.’,  1545,  If.  35b,  39b),  by  whom 
she  had  at  least  three  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Harrye  Barton  who  settled  at  Streatley,  Co.  Berks,  (of  whom  later). 

2.  Walter  Barton  who  settled  at  Reading,  Co.  Berks.  He  married  Alice 

who  died  in  1545  and  was  buried  with  her  husband  in  St.  Lawrence  Church  where 
there  is  a  fine  brass  to  his  memory  ( vide  Chapter  I). 

3.  Griffith  Barton. 

(l)  Margaret,  who  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Beryton,  Gentleman,  of  Hereford 
Fste,  Co.  Hereford,  and  who  bore  arms  “  Sable  three  greyhounds  statant,  argent, 
collared  Or  and  was  ninth  in  descent  from  William  Beryton  of  Shropshire  and 
Anne  the  sister  to  John  Baldewin,  his  wife  (vide  ‘  Harl.  MS.’,  1615  ff.  71b,  73, 
and  “  The  Visitation  of  Herefordshire’’). 
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(2)  Peryn,  who  married  Walter  Blount  of  the  House  of  Gryndon,  Co.  Hereford,  who 
bore  arms  “  Barry  nebule  of  six,  Or  and  Sable  ”  quartering  Bridges,  a  Bruges  or 
Bridge.  “  O11  a  cross  sable  a  leopard’s  head  argent  in  the  first  quarter  a  trefoil 
slipped  ”, 


Streatley,  Berks,  Thomas  Clark, 
1600. 


DANCASTLE  . 


Harrye  Barton  of  Streatley  married  Alis  (Alice), 
daughter  of  one  Martin  or  Marten  of  Evelton  (she 
married  secondly  Francis  Wellsbourne,  Gentleman), 
and  by  her  had  a,  son  Griffin  or  Griffith  Barton  of 
Barre  Place,  South  Stoke,  Oxon  ;  Streatley  Hurley  and 
Fast  Hampstead,  Co.  Berks,  and  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford. 
He  died  about  1579  and  left  no  male  issue  but  six 
daughters  co-heirs  : 

(1)  Frances,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry 

Paslowe. 

(2)  Elizabeth,  who  married  Thomas  Clarke,  Gentle¬ 

man  of  Streatley  (with  little  doubt  a  brother  of 
John  Clarke  of  Ardington,  Co.  Berks).  She 
died  1598,  leaving  a  son  Griffin  and  three 
daughters. 

(3)  Ales,  who  married  one  of  the  Kirton  Family. 

(4)  Anne,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Dancastell 

(or  Dancastle)  of  Wellhouse,  in  the  parish  of 
Shaw,  Co.  Berks,  and  by  him  left  issue  a  son 
Griffin  and  a  son  John.  This  John  Dancastle, 
or  Doncastell,  who  married  Anne  Barton,  had 
the  following  arms  confirmed  to  him  in  February, 
1589  (29  Elizabeth)  :  “  Azure,  a  ball  of  wildfire, 
Gold  ”.  Crest :  “  Upon  a  wreath  of  his  colours  Gold  & 
Blue  a  stag’s  head  couped,  silver,  wounded  gules,  the 
homes  Gold,  mantled  Gules,  doubled  argent  ”. 

(5)  Mary,  who  married  Nicholas  Higgs,  who  settled  at 

South  Stoke,  Oxon,  from  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford. 
They  were  married  at  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South 
Stoke,  20  October,  1558,  and  had  a  large  family  of  sons 
and  daughters  (of  whom  later). 

(6)  Margaret,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Palmer, 

and  had  at  least  one  son,  Barton  Palmer  of  South 
Stoke,  whose  daughter  Anna  married  Edward 
Wolla^)t,  Esqre.,  of  Shinfield  and  Lord  of  the 
Manor  or  South  Stoke. 


Nicholas  and  Mary  Higgs  were  the  parents  of  Griffith 
Higgs,  to  whom  his  maternal  grandfather  Griffith  Barton 
left  Barre  Place,  South  Stoke.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Robert  Payn  of  Caversham,  Co.  Oxford,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  the  four  sons  (besides  other  children  given  in 
Chapter  II),  Barton,  Griffith  and  Richard  Higgs  of 
South  Stoke,  and  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick,  by  Cold 
Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks.  Thus  their 
descent  is  shown  from  the  ancient  and  illustrious  family  of 
Baskerville  as  well  as  the  families  of  Barton,  Blakett, 
Devereux,  Eynford  (Eynsford  or  Fylesford)  and  Furnival.* 


*  The  first  record  of  the  noble  house  of  Furnival  is  that  relating  to  Girard  or  Gerard  de  Furnival’s  association 
with  Richard  1  in  Palestine.  The  Manor  of  Farnham  was  held  by  the  P'urnivals  by  the  tenure  of  finding  a  glove 
for  the  King’s  right  hand  on  the  Coronation  Day,  and  supporting  the  king’s  left  arm  so  long  as  he  held  the  Royal 
Sceptre. 
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left  fmjxrty  cal fad 
N/MLAHD  in  IVoodcot 
when  he  became  Z  4 

JjCd  1  IS  cj cijfe  "(hurt  J8S ) 

igcsTHOMAS  HIC6S 

“V»Wo  mAr.SARAH  MASOfi/  &ir\r\ 
cltS  S7Qt<£.  1 8  Nov  1/65.^  aUU 

EjAMrS  HIGGS' Thomas  Higgs  '  WTluamHiggs  I  HOLLANDTuoMAif  haninah  'mary  ' E l izabeth 

born  inTtfriS'su  1750  born  inh’tSDmcVJfL  horn  i/i/Se/w/KhSibS  HIGGS  bom  |76l  ■  ;■  dfedtn  i  fuofif) 

died  7  APRIL 1 75 1  uieo  I5DCC  1758  died  U.TDEC  1759,,  indesneKsieburin.  I  vXin,  7  ”  1759 

s  —  n.  r  *  cd^eef  3  yrss  et months  erne  yrv<mc  mth  St/  />  if  fid  yes  cy  >23^  .  637//J;  J I  JUNE.  %./Cdr 


pa/db.  at 
S.  Stoke 
28  Nov. 
1717 

hur  there 
2 2 APR  1720 


=r  Mary . isamuel  higgs  =p. 

cl  /  j  {second son  3o  named) 

l 

%ih nttti 

bur-.S LflWRLNU bought o/one.  named] 
Ch  yd  Se/wwo  Bartholomew^/  | 
IVoodcot  when  he  | 
attained  theage  cf  , 
Si.  bur.  EOJul'i 766 


Creas 
wCS“5S«  herfatV 
1 


&yeci  Q  Tilths. 

buried  nidi,  his  Z  brothers 
and  2  sisferj  1 n  a 
E>rave  next  ho  that 
//cvl/)ad  /Ajet/ts //A*.; 5 
bhi  S'  1  antti  a  os  cm.  >v 
a1  e  a  nine 


FT 


he  sure  cede /Chuff Cub Intff J  1651 


ftyn  &£/UHHG 


THOMAS  HIGGS  =  SARAH 


horn.  1 805 
cfiedZ  EDECI880 
bur.  Jn grave  next 

h>  HollakdThomas  Hisos 
3  0) 


WILLIAM 

HIGGS 

of  S  Stoke  Osar 
ceCholsl  r  &  Sceks 
i>.  about  1794- 

i tied  about  1 8  70 


•X) 


«5 


I  JOHN 

HIGGS 

haft  S.  Stoke 

17  Dec  1826 


ISAMULL  HiCiGS  =r  ELIZA  “RIVERS' JOSEPH 

of  TtE/wma  Co  Qekks 

y  (T9  re*cr) 

I>.  at  South  Stoke 

’  Oxow25  Dtc  l835 


1TH0MAS 
HIGGS 
babt2\0ci 
\fZ5at 
S.  Stoke 

Jo  whom 
his  father 
left  all  his 
freehold 
land  them, 
and f  30 

>.  .  ft.  .  _J 
1  WILLIAM  _  MARTM 
HI66SJ  HELD. 

ysrnHCoti*  ^  5Jul^ 
end  2Sfr/lltq^  p 

HANNAH  note 
GUTHERLDGE. 
DrGUTERIDGE  S'  Sit'd , 

m  .SSTOKEbSOci  Com  idr<  he 

1825  S&O&SK 
hur  atSSroKE 

i-  r-lQNot  nuL 

tic . le/tmrt 

(S)  L /A  a  cvTH. > 

ccat  by  ore 


(A) 


III 


IV 


of  S.  Sron.  Oeoh  HIGGS 

mar  m  Iowdoh  baft,  at 


S  STOKE 

1 3  Oct 
1839 


tWILLIAM'WALTEKl  ALBERT'  SAMUEL  H AR RY  __ FAN Nfdafof  E J 0 SEPH 

HENRY  EDWARD  THOMAS  GUTERIDGE  HIGGS  ~1~  1 

HIGGS  HIGGS  HIGGS  Esq.  <f /Basset Manor 

hd/tewnc  ChEOCEHDOW,  OxO/V 

,,  ,  i  Breiver.  for  years  hr 

r  Of  die  same  famf .  m  has  servecfafa  tbuncil/or 

fit of  the  //EHEsyMmcZtTswer 
S/l'A*  bom  at  Heading  ioJuly  i  868 


l MARTHA1  SARAH  1  MARY1  JANE  ^ AN N 

haft  2  6SEPT  haft  at  baft  at 
I824  S.  Stoke  S  Stoke 
atS.SroKE  ioaug  12  JUNE  2  Mar 

Oxon  1828  1831  1834 

bur.  there 
6  JUNE.  1834- 

m  ra  dj  ffl  (a 

fr 


haftat  haft.  S 
S  Stoke  S.  Stoke 

I3Mar 

I  842 


r5AMUEL  =  WINIITEDEROGER  =f 

HARRY  rT'11i  1  HIGGS 
BOY  HIGGS  iULL  oifowdc 


Joseph  Elliott  h  iggs 

of  7fEAD/NG 
Co  Berks 

mar.  1892 


lANNETTEl  MARTHAlfiERrRUDE'EDITHl  MARY 
She  Eldest  dan  HANNAH 

H eldest  child 


niJUYU  lUJULl  IUUO _ 

JOYCE.  'GERTRUDE  = 

KEARLE  h  1 1  JAN.  1893 
RICH  She  won  the 
MAGGS  Berkshire 

mtwft. 


Major  'Eva  = 

RLNUNNAgMay 

UJ.S  o  1895 
77?6June 

1916 


-=  L.WMiliar'DORISjAASREEN'IVY 

Esa(T-CA  h- i2June 

°J  1898 

CDVERSNfiti  ^ 

OXON  1924 


WG  Ml  LIAR  'MARJORY 
fea-.M-D  5?o/\PRIL 

1912 


horn:  50d. 

1902 


m 


Feb 

1930 


Sonic 

ciS 


01  the  Sc 

family  < 

JTTHRO  , 

T  1,1  L  L  /he 

Celebrate  at 
AtsntcoLTun/i 

L  'ST. 


Co  Berks 

h  26APR. 

I  906 


77? 


1929 


'ROGER 

HIGGS 
h  8  MAR  1932 


1  PAMELA 
ANN 
WI0CII929 


>e 

}usic  about 
1916  io  March 


1918 


d/NCSDONN^ 


Co.Aeht 


1900 


7t?29DEC 

1925. 


J  JEAN  I  JOHN  I  GILLIAN' JOHN'ROBERT'JOAN 


'Kenneth  ijohn-  .....  ....  -  _ _ _ 

L ES LI  E  M.  WE L LWO OD  MARGARET  ^FnY  M£/ftcr  MILLAR  MAW 
*5  Mar  1919  629JUNE 1920524 EEBI926  3  I6AUGI928  1931  63]unl19273?3^oe 


ad  e  l  i  z  of  Flanders 

Sister  foWi LLI AM)532  10  85. 


I - -■-  - 

JUDITH^  L 

She  oiled  I  OS  LX) f\ 


MALCOMBTK  _ MARGARET deu. 
K  INQ^SC0UAND| 

dau.  if  ALFRED  the. 
GR E  AT.  she  d.  1 0()3 


Simon  roc  St. Into]  ANJOU 

Nff \f\\L  'Y/Vo,i7iomMmY,  Ewl  yAauiTA.sc==EL£AN  0  R  of  Aai//T/H/VF^0 


Maud  be;  Sen  l 
or  st.  Liz. 

She  died  in  I  14 


^Theh  fncess  Eleanor  Alfonso  :2m 

King  ^Casti 


o/ England 
Sister  of  A//w>  JOH  N 


R I CH  ARDde  C  LARE  =Zva  olau.  of  P/f/A^BERENQUELAjp  ALFONSOJX 
*->  ...... ^CTa/iA/rD/iu/  Pw — J  l, <  i  *-rt  .1  104  *  vo  r  1  . — . .  .  1 10 


LLE 


I ISS-  1214 


s ur  ha  wed  “Strong bow 
EflSLof EmbROKeXing  of Lo/VSTbd 


iDERMOT  ho)T|:  l  i7i.cL.i244 

Kingq/-  Leinster  2nd  Wfe  f Alton  soix 


'MAUI 

FlTZ-  ROBEYS 

Roto  I !  5  J. 


'WALTER  =.  .?• 

v&Mfmr  v 


11 


Ki  ng  o/Leon  I I9T 
(knal  bus)  1 1 7 1  1230 


WILLIAM  MAR-SHAbfisABEL  jeanzjeBrienne'^^/^ess 


William 
JBRAOSE  or 

T3RIOUX  E_  lo/TD 
ofBEECO/V  gc  A'BE&GA  VErt/VY 

*'7r^-n  n  O  I  i  ^  n 


Earl</PE1MBROK 
Aosan  Protector  o/Pwciahd 
during  The  MinorihifPE/VRYHI  u.  1  e  o. 

tEVE  Marshal  GjeaNde  BRIENND 


ode  King  F^erusale:iv1. 

CLARE  Eastern  ETmiperor 
died  )  237 


actse: 


^yoimgest 
clou  9*  oo-tieire 


"Grand  Butler 

FRA3F.£i:>£>6) 

7t  a-ngedL  1X30 _ _  |T  -  ■  ■  — ■ —  - 

tSil?  Gui1XAUME(h)  Fl  ENNES=ttUBLANCHEx)EBRI  LNNE 


Berenguela 

of  L  £ OSV (3  PW/fe) 

Loral  1 71  d  1244 
JEANNEide. 

Chatetaudun 

)rar.  Ig5l. 
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of  iVkrVJOOYER  Co.YBucks. 
(dead  in  1 30  2.) 


ri  m  er  tf'margareTde  Fienneis 

3g6. 


Dame  de.  Fonjolau.de  en  n?a'tne. 


SirWilUAM  dE'i 

(Jn  some  records  she  ? 

f»SIlSSS,*E|NRa 


Lir.....  d'  EMI 

of  Kings  Pyon 


(Sir  JOHN  rf'EVEUX 

°£ElWCS  Er-OMfnMORCH 
Co.  PTRErORJJ^  OL  47x^1 


inn*  in -  |299. 

J  MAUD  deMORTIMER=s=  THEOBALD  second  Lord  VERDUN 

e/  7  j  1  z  1  o  he  married  secondly  ElLI ZABETTH  de 

dhe  died  1  5  1  ^  Claret  dranddau  of  Edward  1. 

died  13  i  6.  y 

Sir  JOHNde  CROPH  ULL^HAR  G  R  ET  %  VERDUN 

3 rci.  dauA  co-heire 
born-.  1310  died  1377 

S  IB  l  YE/\>dau.of  Sir  JOHN  me:  uABERE 

HVi  Agnes. 

dau.oj  Sin PaInTuR  SE¬ 
VILLE  .  b.is  vaje. 


ofJ5 'oivh/h cto /Y'k  Sutton .  Co 

Aloms .  died  13  83 


SThOMASbeCROPHULL- 

of  tBoNH/  HG  TON  Pf  Surro/V. 

Iivin£l37l- 


£TS 

lendwr 


LliZABETH^EAEUX 


AGNESue  crophull= 

dan.  Pt  co-fievne 

Ob.  14-  Her?ry  VI.  14-3  5^ 


maud  dau.ofSiR.  Thomas  Bromwich, 

Knt. 


Place  Co  Cl ouc 


dan.  2a  co  he  ire  2.  4 
Sister  MARC/ 

Siv  John  Blai^v^^^UX’  jSirWaLTER  DEVEREUX 

Chancellor  oJSEpPLPND  1 4-4-  9 

H  TBASKLRVI LLF Cborr?  141  Ann 

'■e  o/Sir  JohnIBlak et T  of  Icomh  Place. 

-ER.  hy  MARGARET  oP  EYLESFORD.  sister 
H,M3(/e  Piers  Milbourne,  co-heires  of  Sir  Joh 
9.  10.  11 


THE  ROYAL  \ 

NOBLE&HISTORICAI 

LINEAGE. 

ALL  WHO  CAN 
PROVE  DESCENT 

-from  one  of  ibe  ctaoE 
c^SirS-MILBOURNL. 

MARY- Lne  9t-5rand  daaoj 
Thomas  Barton  and 


12 


13 


^ELIZABETH  %YbOte=|sE HeNRY  ^harcaret^ Thomas  UAGblES=YHOfvv\siijA^F'^R Rich^jane: Juliana 

eor  ERVI LEI.  ^f^Pdlo/iaEso..  ^esSo/lr  CoRNWLLL  3i.sP 
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Anri  \ry  RobertDuke^ 

/~s.u  c_  i_  i  of  A/  ore  nia  nz>y  anoL 

Sister  foWlLUAM  THt  Conqueror 


JUD  1  TH  cf  LENS 
She  died  I  O  5  AyCj- 

Simon  it  St. Liz 

Sccoap  £arl  of Nor  tnarjpton 

Plied  Mil.  J 

'MAUDdeSENLIS: 

or  St.  Liz. 

She  died  in  )  I  4  0 


co^tTlens  WILLIAM  the  CONQUER  OR  t  Maud  of  Flanders 


died.  1054.  Kl  N G  of  ENG  L  AND,  Duke  <)/Norman3)Y  She  7 n.  1 053.2 1085. 

■  'Knr-n  aV-  Fa!  aKr  P&AMrr  Ri'bA  fi 

Taf 


WALTHEOFCa  \0f6) 

Earl  f  Northumberland  . 
/si  Earl  cf  Hu  nti  nation  in 
/sh  Earl  <f No/?,  tramp  ton 

=r‘MAUD  ,  den.  9  co-heirs 
of  WALTH  EOF  ERRL 
of  Northumberland . 


'born  aC  FAL/USE.  FRANCE.  ,  died.  -  I  O  8  V. _ 

■FTEKTR  VI. King  of  Eng  U  /KNU3=jjr  itpjj 

bom  10  68  SSsSeLBY.  Co.  York  hnT.alr 
died.  1155  Ct'Hngees.  Normandy  Trading 


YTH 

Called  MAT! 

She  died  1  !  I  8 


MALCOMBIE  _ MARGARETS. 

K I  NS/SCOUANDj 

dan .  YAi-F  R ED  the; 


LDA 


of/ 

G  R  E  AT.  she  d.  1 0()3 


Vlhe  princess  MATILDA^QE  OF  FREY.  COUNT  of  ANJ  0  U 
TTeHRYII  K  s  nq  of  EimGLAINID  (l  153- 1 1 89) Duke  of  Normandy,  E^LyAauiTMNi 


ELEANOR  of  A&L/fT/i /NE  ^ 


'WALTER  - 

RtzTqbert 

of  Wo  03?  NN  MYYPt  lSTJEJ^. 

J  Co. Essex.  cL.I  198. 


^Robert  Fitz’Kichard 

del  Clare.  ofd/UNNowF. Essex. 

oL.  M34_. 

(he  was  son  of  Richard  Fitz- 

6.1  EBERT LORD  oIbSjENFAITE^ORBEC 

ITlA/oRMA/ED  Yifirstt.ORm  gfCtfiRE  -  - 
who  was  horn  hybro\OSS9ld7.ed prror  ^ 
felOOO  “A Const  n  of) Vt  lli  am  th  t  Co  nqo  erqr 
: .  .  .  d/ain  al  St.  Neots  ) 


^7he  Erincess  Eleanor^  Alfonso,  v  li 

of  Engl  and 
Sister  of  Kims  JOH  N 


Ki  nq  aCCasti  lle 

iiss-  1214 


Llywelyn  .? 


'MAUD  William®  _ 

F I TZ*  ROBERT  T  L  O  V  ELTOT. 


bom  1 1  5  J. 


181 


loan  y  Worksop  died  I 

^MAUDje  jGERARD^eTURNI VALLE 

LOVE  TOT  Lord  of  Worksop* 

dau9fi  teirehl  \JM 


Ralph'se  Mortimer. 

5>F  Lord  of  W/gmohe  ly  tenure. 
died  CAua.  1246 


'‘RUGERTde  hoRTI  MLR  = 

69?  LoRJ)  cf  WlGMoRE  bylenum 
died  Oct.  )  ZBZ 


The  Chest  Tr/nce  Nil 
,  9  -?  n  Gwynedjj  j! 

LOU  h.  1173.  d  1240  !j 

=1=5  <3  LADEUSE’ 
Hp/pcess  of  Wales 

I2|47  rf-'25' 

'TTaOTATHRaTTe: 


RICH  ARDtoe  C  LARE  =Tva  daicf  W/YCZ^BERENQUElAjp  ALFDNSOJX 
SURNOMED  “SreONGBOW  HDermoT  Lorry  I  I7i.cl.i244  KmGfiEoNW 

EARLofNnB/lOKBK/NaofiEIGS/lWiiHGcf  LLI  NSTEf?  2t2c2 MAyALFONSOlX  (7nd  bui)  1 17 1  1230 

WILLIAM  MAFSHALflsABEL  jean  jdEBr i ewn  evS^/vccss 


Earl  yPEMBROK 
Lord  Protector  ofEdciAHo 
during  the  MinoriEfPEWRym 

William  zd^. 
bRAOSE  or 


King  of  Jerusalem, 
'LAKE  Eastern  Emperor 
died  1  237 


_ R.IOUSLEL  Loop 

J&ECQN  8c  VEN/VY 

ari&&<3-  1130 


oflBEEi 

■JTia-nj. 


rEVE  Marshal  “JEANxe  BRIENND 

youngest  “Srand  Butler 


dan  Pf.  Oo  fieire 


FR  ANCU, 

•died. 


Sir?  GO ILLAUME (31)  FIENNEStfFLANCHFtjeBRIENNE 

of  JVendover  Co. /Bucks.  Dame  de.  Lonblau.de  ea  tT2aine. 

(dead  ia  1 3  0  2) 


1256 


BERENGUELA 

of  l£OAf(3rdWi/e) 

born  1 171  d  1244- 

JEAN  NEde 

Chateaudun 

rnar.  Ig5l. 


or. ouze. 
She  died.  .13  01 
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GERARD  he  TURN  I  VALL&fCHRISTI  ANA 


d  before  1248 


L  EX)  E  T 


w* 


SirWillIAM  YEYLESFORD 

(jn  some  records  the  name  driven 

as  ?*  E !  N  FORT))  of Nemsiey 

•Sir  .....  cV  EYLESFORD 
of  Kings  Py  on  Cb.  Hereford 


sSi  i?  GERARD  33 e  FURNlVALf  JOAN 

of/fuNDEN  (b.  Herts.  9/qf  Burton 
Co.  WORTHRA/TS.  b:  1290  ol:  1322. 

fcH  R I  ST  I  AN  A  IDE  FURN I VAL 


w  AVft 

ROSE 


"Edmund  be  Mortimer  Vnargaret  kFiennes 

hi/inf  in  13  2  6. 


I stCB/)/?. on  MOR-T/NlEfZ  of 

Wigmore  . l.  1 2  6 1  a.  1304. 


MORVILL. 


Eldest  don.  9/  co  heirs 


ISiR  JOHN  'EYLESFORD 

cf  Kings  Pi' on  and  T/ll/ngton 

JCo.  Hereford _  Ob  13  Qo 


l5ABELd)e  laJ3AR~REL 
She  died,  \t\-2. 2 


•ELIZABETHiZLYLLSFORD  ^  Sir  PIERS  MILB0URNE1 

in  tBurphill .  Co.  Hereford. 


3 


lT?0GERDt  MORTIMER 

F/rst  Perl  cf  HI  arch 

Lorn-.  1  28J —  died  1330 

BADGE  Xnq :  Post. TVortem 32  th X. 

Qj  ff  n°  63  a. 

"ROGER. 

Mortimer 

ar?dol  _ 

■Richard  jAiDuke 
oj  York. 


MAUD 

S/ie.  died 


1299. 

EE  MORTIMER^  THEOBALD  second  Lord  VERDUN 


312 


DE 


oLBonn/ngton^e Sutton .  Co 
No-rrs.  died  13  83 


S I R  WALTER  TEVE1REUX 

Fnt 

Tecs  ^ulcomdac 


.ets 

LENDVYR 


dau.  2/  co-heir e  with  her 
Sister  MARGARET  imfe  of 
5n?  John  Blakett  oflcoNB 
Place  Co  Gloucester . 


of  Jillinffon  “Sir  WALTER  TEVEKEUY 


he  married  secondly  ELIZABErrH 

Clare  (frand-dau..  0/  EZdw/\rx>  1 

died  1^1  6.  u 

Sir JOHNxe  CR0PH ULL^MAR G R ET de  VERDUN 

3rd.  dauN  co-heire 
bora-.  1310  died  13^7 

"Thom  asdeCroph  u  lL’tt  s  ibi  lla.^zzW  Sir  John  tte  laBERE 

OftBcNN/NGTON  SuTTON.  Lrt- .  *.T-UL 

liviri£l37l. 

KcNESaoeCROPHUir 

dLan.c¥  co-heire 
Ob.  14  Harry  VI.  143  5^ 


Hri  l^Tibby  Agnes, 

daLk.oj  SirtTMNTuRBE- 
VILLE.  has  Wije. 


1434 


"born 

Ob. 


1397 

HfZQ  or 


1435 


maud  dau..of  Sir  Thomas  Bromwich 

Knb. 


‘SiTt  BOHN  MILB  0  URNE  of  fhlh.nft<m  =iF  L I  Z  A  B  ET  H 

in  JSizrjphill  Go  Hereford,  of  Jfolme  Go.  Lincoln'#*  ~  ‘  ' 

'  itrif  Co. Gloucester.  Oh,  14-35 


if 


_  rot 

cf  Westhi 


devLrlux 

She-  died  1475 


^SirWalter  telvereux 

Chancellor  of XPPLPNJD  1449 


Sir  SIMON  MILBOIJRNE.  of  (fillinoton  =jr  JAN  <YaM.<y  RALPH  CBASKERVlLLECbom  I4M)  WY3nn 

.  _  .J  ns - OLL  ^  _ -R,  PI 


bom  1455  __  0b>.  1522.  Only  Sonl/heir 


LIZABEtH  '"SYBIL-' 


Vide  . 

Pedigree,  oj _d^rtojs 


dau.  9T  co-heire  <V Sir  JohnTlakett  of  Icomh  Place. 
Co.  Glouceste  R,  hy  MARGARET  d.’  EYLESFORD.  Sister 


THE  ROYAL  \ 

NOBLE^HISTORICAL 
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pf 

ALL  WHO  CAN 
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-from,  one  of +Ke  HauY 
4S15  5.  MILBOURNE . 

MAR Y-tne  Gb  Srand  daaoj 
jhom as  Barton  anoL 


who 

AS 


lo  ELIZABETH,  Kw/e  <ySipPieRa  Nilbourne.  co-heiresof  Sir  John  d' 
’7  8.  9.  10.  n 


\  VY 
\w 

,’E 


HLRINE 
rra  NIGH 
I7"m.  in  ne: 


III  LB  OUR  NEC 

ou."  ■  ■■  — 

escen 


RlfHARD1‘ANN=WiLLIAMuJ0YCE^0MAs\:ATbERlNE^T^I^5rjBLANCHE===l^JAMSeTEl.ifi0R=TOHN  «AL(CE==|sbHENRY  4nARGAWE^l>l0lviAS 
HACKLUYTt^^  RUDHALL^  ElYAH^  from  whmn^SeEndcd'PEVD-GHiFrrry h/scs ~ yj i?;V/HEReERrTg/ j„or  ^^aFmiosIBASKERviLE:. 


YLESl-ORD 

TViOMAS  UAGHLs=YhOMAS  MaNe  Sir  ft ICHW#JAN£ ’‘JULIANA 
b/W  Esn,  v^lwynjAP  Cornwell 
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CHAPTER  IV 

The  Thatcham  Branch 

We  now  come  to  the  subsequent  account  of  the  youngest  child  of  Griffith  and  Sara 
Higgs  of  Barre  Place,  South  Stoke  (and  his  descendants),  namely  Nicholas,  who,  as 
we  have  already  learned,  was  baptized  in  the  old  parish  church  of  St.  Andrew’s,  South 
Stoke,  Oxon,  on  5  October,  1600,  and  who  was  but  eight  years  of  age  when  he  became 
an  orphan. 

Of  his  boyhood  we  know  little.  In  all  probability  he  attended  the  Grammar  School 
at  Reading,  where  his  brother  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  had  gone,  and  in  his  early  days  was 
cared  for  by  his  eldest  sister  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Walter 
Jemott,  or  Jemmett,  of  Shiplake,  a  descendant  of  the  Gemote  family  of 
Crowsley  Farm  (temp.  Edward  VI),  and  with  little  doubt  was  in  occu¬ 
pation  of  that  property  when  Mary  Higgs  became  his  wife.  C.rowseley,* 

Crowsley  or  Cowseley  Farm  was  in  the  tenure  of  a  Walter  Germotte, 
or  Gemotte,  in  1547,  and  these  Gemottes — who  eventually  spell  their 
name  as  Jemott,  Jemmatt,  Jemmett,  etc. — became  quite  wealthy  people, 
and  large  landowners  in  the  parish  of  Shiplake.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
sixteenth  century  they  were,  like  the  Higgs  Family  of  South  Stoke, 

Oxon,  of  the  well-to-do  yeoman  class,  who  held  land  on  tenure  from  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor.  Many  of  them  were  the  younger  sons  of  noble 
houses,  and  these  men  who  spent  their  days  tilling  the  soil  they  leased 
(and  in  some  cases  owned  by  purchase),  raising  stock  and  tending  their 
herds,  became  the  very  backbone  of  the  country.  A  number  of  them 
were  able  to  give  their  sons  a  University  education,  and  became  the  parents  of  many  of 
the  most  prominent  men  in  both  Church  and  State.  A  most  interesting  description  of 
an  English  yeoman  is  given  by  Bishop  Latimer  in  a  sermon  preached  before  King 
Edward  VI  on  March  8,  1 549.  J  He  said  : 

“  My  father  was  a  yeoman,  and  had  no  land  of  his  own  ;  only  he  had  a  farm  of 
three  or  four  pound  by  the  year  at  the  uttermost  ;  and  hereupon  he  tilled  so  much  as 
kept  half  a  dozen  men.  He  had  walk  for  100  sheep,  and  my  mother  milked  30  kine. 
He  was  able  and  did  lind  the  King  a  harness  with  himself,  and  his  horse,  while  he  came 
to  the  place  that  he  should  receive  the  King’s  wages.  1  can  remember  that  I  buckled 
his  harness  when  he  went  unto  Black  Heath  field.  He  kept  me  to  school,  or  else  I  had 
not  been  able  to  have  preached  before  the  King’s  Majesty  now.  He  married  my  sisters 
with  £5,  or  twenty  nobles  apiece,  so  that  he  brought  them  up  in  godliness  and  the  fear 
of  God.  He  kept  hospitality  for  his  poor  neighbours,  and  some  alms  he  gave  to  the 
poor  ;  this  he  did  of  the  same  farm  where  he  that  now  hath  it  payeth  £16  a  year  or  more, 
and  is  not  able  to  do  anything  for  his  Prince,  for  himself,  or  his  children,  or  give  a  cup 
of  drink  to  the  poor.” 

It  was  this  son  of  a  Leicestershire  yeoman,  who — with  Bishops  Cranmer  and  Ridley 
— bravely  suffered  martyrdom  at  the  stake  in  Oxford  in  1555,  during  the  cruel  reign  of 

*  Vide  ‘  History  of  Shiplake  fo.  21 1,  by  Emily  J.  Ci.imenson,  1894. 
t  ‘  History  of  Shiplake  ’,  fo.  197. 
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religious  persecution  of  Queen  Mary  !  Unfortunately  the  Shiplake  Parish  Registers 
contain  no  entries  prior  to  1677,  a  number  of  the  earlier  pages  having  been  torn  out 
during  the  Civil  War,  so  that  they  are  of  no  assistance  to  us  in  giving  the  date  of  Nicholas 
Higgs’s  marriage  to  Annis,  or  Ann,  Christmas,*  sister  of  Walter  Christmas, 
“  malster  ”  or  brewer  in  this  locality,  or  the  baptismal  entries  of  any  of  their  children 
who  may  have  been  born  in  this  district  before  they  settled  in  Thatcham,  Berkshire.  It 
will  be  remembered  that  it  was  to  Mary,  the  wife  of  Walter  Jemott,  that  I)r.  Griffith 
Higgs  left  the  “  gold  ring  with  a  faire  diamond  in  it  in  form  of  a  heart  ”  which  had  been 
given  to  him  by  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  of  Bohemia.  Another  ringf  “  with  a  lesser 
diamond  ”  he  left  to  Ann,  the  wife  of  his  yeoman  brother  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick, 
in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  together  with  “  Two  small  silver  salts  ”,  and  it  was  their 
son  Nicholas  who  became  one  of  the  executors  to  Dr.  Higgs’s  will. 

Wherever  Nicholas  and  Ann  Higgs  had  their  first  home,  and  their 
first  seven  children  were  born,  it  was  in  1640  that  they  made  their 
home  at  Henwick  in  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  for  on  17  June  in  that  year 
Nicholas  Higgs J  purchased  a  lease  of  a  small  estate  in  that  place  and 
a  tenement  called  “  Knights  ”  from  William  Easton  of  Catmere  in  the 
county  of  Berks,  Esqre.,  Thomas  Nelson  of  Chaddleworth,  in  Berkshire, 
Esqre.,  and  John  Winchcomb  of  Henwick  by  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of 
Thatcham,  which  he  farmed  for  seventeen  years  until  his  decease  in  1657, 
when  he  was  buried  in  Thatcham  Churchyard  on  5  June.§  His  wife  Ann 
survived  him  barely  three  years,  when  she  too  was  buried  in  the  church¬ 
yard  on  16  March,  1660, ||  and  Nicholas,  their  second  son,  carried  on 
the  farm. 

Apparently  only  two  of  the  children  of  Nicholas  and  Annis  Higgs  were  baptized 
at  Thatcham  Parish  Church  during  their  residence  at  Henwick,  namely  their  daughters 
Mary  and  Margaret.^  Mary  was  baptized  at  Thatcham  Church  in  1653  and  died, 
aged  twelve,  during  the  year  of  the  Great  Plague  (1665),  and  she  was  buried  on  20  Sep¬ 
tember.  Margaret  was  baptized  on  5  April,  1656,  one  year  before  her  father’s  decease. 
She  died  when  she  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  was  buried  at  Thatcham  18  June, 
1673.  By  her  will,**  proved  by  her  sister  Joane  in  September,  1673,  she  left  her  gold 
ring  to  “  Hannah,  daughter  of  my  brother  Nicholas  This  was  in  all  probability  the 
gold  ring  “  with  the  lesser  diamond  ”  which  had  been  left  to  her  mother  by  her  uncle 
Griffith. 

The  other  seven  children  of  Nicholas  and  Annis  Higgs  were  : 

(1)  Griffith,  who  married,  and  apparently  lived  at  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  for  when  he 
died  there  in  1664  a  commission  was  granted  to  his  wife  Sarah,  under  date  of 
November  12  of  that  year,  to  administer  the  estate  of  tier  husband  “  Late  of  South 
Stoke  ”  (she  married  secondly  William  Middleton,  yeoman  of  Sladend  in  Bright- 
well,  Co.  Berks).  What  family  Griffith  and  Sarah  Higgs  had  is  not  known, 
but  it  is  certain  that  they  had  one  son  Griffith,  to  whom  a  like  commission  was 
granted  17  November,  1691,  to  administer  the  estate  of  his  uncle  Walter  Higgs 
of  Thatcham  who  had  died  there  in  1669,  and  whose  estate  had  been  left  unadminis¬ 
tered  by  the  administratrix,  Sarah  Smith,  alias  Foster,  alias  Higgs,  sister  of 
Walter,  and  aunt  to  this  Griffith  Higgs. 

In  all  probability  this  son— Griffith — of  Griffith  and  Sarah  Higgs  was  the 
same  Griffith  or  Griffin  Higgs  mentioned  in  the  Will  of  John  Pottinger  of 

*  Will  of  Nicholas  higgs,  proved  25  November,  1662  (original  Berks  Will,  Bond  A). 

f  Will  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  B.C.C.  1659,  “  Nabb’s  ”,  fo.  S. 

J  Will  of  Nicholas  Higgs  (untiled  original  Berks  Will,  Bond  A,  proved  25  November,  1662). 

§  Thatcham  Parish  Registers. 

||  l.oc.  cit. 
l.oc.  cit. 

**  P.C.C.  1673,  “  Pye  ”,  fo.  1 14. 
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West  Compton,  Co.  Berks  (‘Arch.  Berks  ’  dated  13  May,  1678,  and  proved  at 
Oxford  5  September,  1678,  by  Riciiakd  Ilsley*  and  Griffin  Higgs,  sons-in-law. 
Griffin  Higgs  married  John  Pottinger’s  daughter  Mary,  and  a  legacy  of  £10 
was  left  to  him  and  20s.  to  “  Their  child  then  unborn  ”f).  John  Pottinger 
(senior)  was  buried  at  Compton  3  June,  1678;  John  Pottinger  the  younger  of 
Wallingford  Road  was  buried  at  Compton  23  November,  1 677.) 

(2)  Nicholas  Higgs  (the  younger,  of  Henwick,  of  whom  later). 

(3)  Walter  Higgs,  who  died  at  Thatcham  in  1669,  and  was  buried  there  2  October. 

(4)  Thomas  Higgs,  who  died  also  in  that  year  and  was  buried  at  Thatcham  26  March. 

1669. 

(5)  Anne,  who  apparently  went  to  live  at  Shiplake,  Oxon,  and  died  there  in  1665  a 

spinster.  By  her  Will  proved  21  August,  1666,  in  the  Arch.  Court  at  Oxford, 
for  £'82,  she  left  her  brother  Walter  Higgs  of  Thatcham  £6  and  her  sister 
Sarah  a  like  sum  “  If  procured  from  Mr.  Paten  of  Milten,  Co.  Berks  ”,  being 
interest  owing  to  her.  She  also  mentions  in  her  Will  Ann  Corddary  (Corderay 
or  Corderoy)  and  her  “  cousins  ”  Mary  Lucy,  Jone  Piggott,  and  William 
Adkin’s  wife  (see  Part  II,  Higgs  Family  of  Gloucestershire). 

(6)  Sarah  “  alias  Foster,  alias  Smith  ”.  She  was  the  wife  of  one  Richard  Smith. 

By  Richard  Smith  alias  ffoster  she  had  four  children  named  in  the  Will  of  her 
sister  Margaret  (‘  P.C.C.  Pye’,  fo.  114,  1673).  Walter  Higgs  left  her  as  adminis¬ 
tratrix  of  his  estate  when  he  died  in  1669.  This  administration  she  never  carried 
out,  as  has  been  previously  noted,  for  some  reason  or  other,  this  being  done  twenty- 
two  years  later  by  her  nephew  Griffith  Higgs. 

(7)  Joan. 


How  it  was  that  Nicholas  Higgs  settled  at  Henwick  we  do  not  know,  unless  it  was 
through  his  father’s  cousin  Griffin  Dancastle  of  the  Grange,  in  the  adjoining  parish 
of  Shaw.  The  Dancasti.es,  Doncastles,  Dancastells,  etc.,  as  the  name  is  variously 
spelt,  had  interests  in  Thatcham  at  an  early  date.  Thatcham  is  an  ancient  Saxon  village, 
or  settlement,  not  many  miles  from  Newbury,  and  as  originally  constituted— and  down 
to  the  year  1859— comprised  not  only  the  parish  now  known  by  the  name,  but  also  those 
of  Midgham  and  Greenham,  which  were  formerly  chapelries  in  the  parish,  as  well  as  the 
newly-formed  ecclesiastical  district  of  Cold  Ash,  by  Henwick,  all  forming  one  huge  area 
situated  on  both  sides  of  the  Kennet  valley.  Its  original  boundaries  were  as  follows: 
On  the  east  the  parish  of  Woolhampton  ;  on  the  north  that  of  Bucklebury  ;  on  the 
north-west  the  Chieveley  parish  ;  on  the  west  the  parishes  of  Shaw  and  Newbury  ;  and 
on  the  south  the  river  Enborne.  The  name  in  the  Domesday  Survey  1086  we  find  spelt 
as  Taceham,  and  it  was  probably  so  named  after  a  tenant  of  the  name  of  fhaec,  Tac,  or 
Tace,  the  termination  “  ham  ”  meaning  “  home  ”.  The  locality  is  healthy,  well  treed 
and  somewhat  hilly.  Altitudes  vary  considerably  :  old  Henwick  Farm  is  situated  at 
300  ft.  above  sea-level,  whilst  from  there  up  to  Cold  Ash  Common  the  ground  rises,  until 
at  St.  Mark’s  Church,  Cold  Ash  (built  in  1865)  it  is  503  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Henwick,  within  the  original  Manor  of  Thatcham,  was  anciently  the  residence  of  the 
abbots,  and  to  this  day  one  of  the  lields  in  this  locality  is  known  as  “  The  Abbot’s 
Croft  ”.  A  Stephen  Dancastell  was  living  at  Henwick  in  1548,  and  his  name  appears 
in  the  licence^  to  John  Winciicombe  to  settle  certain  estates  upon  his  third  son  Henry 
Winchcombe  in  that  year  ;  whilst  as  early  as  1409  we  find  one  Willielmi  Dancastell 
mentioned  in  an  Inquisition  Post  Mortem  in  respect  to  John  de  Montacute,  Third 
Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  who  had  died  in  1400,  and  who  then  held  the  Manor  of  Crook- 
ham,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham.  Again  we  find  other  members  of  this  ancient  Berkshire 
family  living  in  the  parish  at  an  early  period  :  John  Dancastle  was  churchwarden  in 


*  Peter  Ilsi.ey  is  mentioned  Ly  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Hir.cs  in  his  will,  1659. 

t  The  Potti  nicer  family  was  long  seated  at  Compton,  and  there  are  numerous  vaults  both  inside  and  outside  of 
the  church  belonging  to  this  family. 

X  (Patent  Rolls.’  Edward  NT,  Part  0,  Meins.  27  and  28.)  Vide  ‘Thatcham  and  its  Manors’,  by  Samuel  Barfield, 
fo.  301. 
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i57^>  Oliver  Dancastell  was  living  at  Greenham  in  1588,  John  and  William  Don- 
castle  at  Thatcham  in  1632,  whilst  one  Richard  Dancastell  was  churchwarden  in 
1602.  It  was  Francis  Dancastle,  the  second  son  of  Griffin  Dancastle,  who  suc¬ 
ceeded  his  father  at  The  Grange,  in  the  parish  of  Shaw,  and — according  to  the  Herald’s 
“Visitation  of  Berkshire”  in  1665-66 — he  was  aged  sixty  on  23  March,  1664;  his  sister 
Elizabeth,  who  had  married  secondly  John  Eyston,  a  major  in  the  Royalist  army, 
lived  at  Burghulbury  or  Bucklebury.  Now  the  Winchcombes,  Dancastles,  Eystons 
and  Wollascots  all  adhered  to  “  the  old  religion  ”  for  many  years  after  the  Reformation 
had  been  firmly  established,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  in  the  ‘  Gough  MSS.  Berks’,  24, 
fob  1,  that  a  list  of  Recusants  for  the  county  is  therein  given,  and  the  annual  value  of 
the  property  they  held.  In  this  list  we  find  : 


John  Dancastle  . 
Francis  Dancastle 
Charles  Eyston,  Esqre 
Robert  Eyston,  Gent. 
Edward  Wollascot 
Thomas  Wollascot 
Catherine  Wollascot 
William  Wollascot 


£  s-  d. 

234  10  o 
I  1 7  o 
567  7  11 

6  13  4 
80  o  o 
162  10  o 
322  16  6 
762  5  8 


All  these  families  were  more  or  less  related  by  marriage  to  each  other,  and  held  pro¬ 
perty  in  and  around  Thatcham.  It  will  be  remembered  how  the  co-heirs  of  Griffith 
Barton  of  South  Stoke  married.  One,  Anne,  became  the  wife  of  John  Dancastle  of 
Wellhouse,  in  the  parish  of  Shaw,  the  grandparents  of  the  above  Francis  Dancastle. 
Another,  Mary,  became  the  wife  of  Nicholas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  the  grandparents 
of  Nicholas  Higgs,  who  settled  at  Henwick,  whilst  another,  Margaret,  married  William 
Palmer,  and  their  grand-daughter  Anna  married  Edward  Wollascot  of  Shinfield,  Co. 
Berks,  son  of  William  Wollascot  of  Shinfield,  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Edward  Martin 
of  that  place.  Henry  Winchcombe  of  Bucklebury  or  Burghulbury,  was  born  in  1597. 
and  about  1616  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  William  Wollascot  of  Woolhampton, 
and  their  daughter,  Mary,  married  Francis  Hildesley  of  Little  Stoke  (South  Stoke), 
Oxon.  William  Wollascot* * * §  was  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Woolhampton  in  1545,  also  of 
Shalford,  and  owner  of  lands  in  Padworth  and  Midgham.  A  descendant  of  his, f  another 
William  Wollascot,  resided  in  1623  a*  Shinfield  Manor  House,  and  in  1650  William 
Wollascot  was  Lord  of  the  Manors  of  Thatcham  and  Bucklebury,  representing  the 
interest  of  Henry  WinchcombeJ  then  a  minor,  and  in  1660  one  Martin  Wollascot§ 
was  patron  of  the  living  of  Thatcham. 

It  will  readily  be  seen,  therefore,  with  all  these  relationships  in  and  around  Thatcham 
that  through  one  or  more  of  these,  Nicholas  Higgs  came  to  lease  his  small  estate  in 
Henwick. 

Francis  Winchcombe  died  at  Bucklebury  on  3  January,  1619.  From  his  inquisition 
taken  at  Newbury  the  then  value  of  the  manors  of  Bucklebury,  Thatcham  and  Henwick 
is  stated  to  be  £41,  of  the  borough  of  Thatcham  20s.,  and  of  the  rectories  of  Bucklebury 
and  Thatcham  £19. 


“  The  fact  that  the  three  manors  are  specifically  mentioned  ”  (says  Mr.  James  Parker, 
M.A.,  F.G.S.,  who  edited  and  arranged  for  publication  the  late  Mr.  Samuel  Barfield’s 
work,  'Thatcham,  Berks,  and  its  Manors',  fo.  326),  “viz.  Bucklebury,  Thatcham  and 
Henwick,  in  addition  to  that  of  the  Borough  of  Thatcham,  raises  a  doubt  whether  or 


*  Clarke  MSS.,  12  MSS.,  Top.  Berks  C.  2,  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford, 

t  Clarke  MSS.,  Top  Berks  C.  2. 

t  Clarke  MSS.,  Top.  Berks  2a  and  3,  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford. 

§  Bacon’s  ‘  Liber  Regis  ’. 
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not  the  Manor  of  Henwick,  given  by  John  Winchcombe,  in  1548,  to  his  son  Henry, 
passed  by  grant,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  Henwick  Manor  originally  given  to  Henry 
and  his  heirs,  was  ever  acquired  by  Francis  Winchcombe.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  John 
Winchcombe,  who  was  the  son  and  heir  of  Henry,  was  then  living  at  Henwick,  and  his 
children  and  grandchildren  were  afterwards  born  there,  as  the  Parish  Records  show 
(see  Thatcham  Church  Registers)  ;  and  as  will  be  seen  later  on,  in  the  account  of  Henwick 
Manor,  in  or  about  1671  a  certain  John  Winchcombe  (who  was  the  descendant  of  Henry 
Winchcombe)  together  with  Martha  Winchcombe,  sold  and  conveyed  the  Henwick 
estate  to  Philip  Jemmet,  Alderman  of  London.” 

Here  again  we  note  another  family  connection  in  the  sale  of  the  Manor  of  Henwick 
by  the  Winciicombes  to  one  of  the  old  family  of  Jemmet  of  Shiplake,  Oxfordshire,  which 
had  intermarried  with  the  Higgs  Family  of  South  Stoke. 

Not  long  after  Nicholas  Higgs  had  purchased  his  estate  in  Henwick  the  Civil  War 
broke  forth,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Thatcham — and  the  surrounding  country — were 
much  affected  by  the  engagements  which  took  place  between  the  Royalists  and  the 
forces  of  the  Parliament,  by  plunder  and  pillage.  The  great  battle  took  place  in  this 
region  on  27  October,  1644.  All  the  ways  leading  to  the  side  of  the  field  where  the 
King’s  army  was  drawn  up,  between  Donnington  Castle  and  Newbury,  were  well  guarded 
with  strong  earthworks  and  cannon.  The  village  of  Shaw  had  been  strongly  fortified 
by  the  Royalists,  and  was  occupied  by  troops  under  the  command  of  Prince  Maurice 
(the  son  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Bohemia — whose  birth  had  taken  place  at  the  Castle 
of  Custrin,  during  the  flight  of  his  parents  from  Prague  to  The  Hague,  as  we  have  seen  in 
Chapter  III).  Thatcham  itself  was  occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  Parliament,  and  their 
camp  was  on  Clay  Hill  and  the  elevated  tableland  extending  towards  Ashmore  Green 
and  Cold  Ash  Common  lying  to  the  north-east  of  Newbury — a  most  advantageous  post, 
and  which  enabled  them  to  observe  the  whole  position  occupied  by  the  Royalists.  The 
battle  lasted  three  hours,  one  hour  of  which  was  fought  by  mgonlight.  Its  result  was 
undecisive  to  either  side,  and  both  the  Royalists  and  Parliamentarians  lost  in  killed  and 
wounded  some  three  hundred  men.  The  Earl  of  Manchester  in  command  of  the 
Parliamentarians  tried  to  force  a  passage  through  the  villages  of  Speen  and  Shaw,  but 
Prince  Maurice’s  troops  held  their  ground.  The  King’s  army  in  the  fields  about 
Donnington  Castle  was  overcome,  and  the  King,  with  his  regiment  of  Guards,  retreated 
to  Oxford.  The  next  day  the  forces  of  the  Parliament  took  possession  of  Newbury  and 
endeavoured  to  take  Donnington  Castle,  but  were  repulsed. 

Amongst  the  Clarke  MSS.*  preserved  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford  we  find  the 
following  description  given  : 

“  The  enemy  advanced  to  Thatcham,  a  village  3  miles  east  of  Newbury,  before  the 
King  was  apprized  of  their  approach  when  it  was  too  late  to  retreat.  The  King  was 
quartered  in  Newbury,  the  greatest  part  of  the  army  in  and  about  Shaw  on  the  North- 
East  of  the  town.  In  the  village  of  Speen  on  the  West  was  Prince  Maurice’s  infantry 
and  some  cavalry.  For  two  days  various  skirmishes  took  place  in  which  the  rebels 
were  beaten  off.  On  the  27th  of  October  the  grand  conflict  took  place,  which  however 
was  not  decisive,  the  King’s  troops  having  suffered  in  some  parts,  the  rebels  in  others. 
At  nightfall  the  King  with  his  regiment  of  guards  retired  into  the  fields  under  Donnington 
Castle,  where  they  held  a  Council  of  War,  the  result  of  which  was  a  retreat  to  Oxford, 
which  they  accomplished  without  annoyance.  The  next  day  the  rebels  took  possession 
of  Newbury,  and,  drawing  up  their  army  before  Donnington  Castle,  summoned  the 
Governor  to  surrender.  This  summons  being  disregarded  they  assaulted  the  castle 
but  were  repulsed  and  never  again  repeated  the  attempt.” 

Nicholas  Higgs  was  the  first  of  the  name  to  settle  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham.  At 
any  rate  this  would  appear  so  from  a  close  study  of  the  church  registers  and  parish 

*  Clarke  MSS.,  Top.  BerjvS  1).  4. 
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documents.  A  branch  of  the  family  of  Wilder  was  settled  in  Thatcham  at  an  earlier 
date,  and  one  Harry  Wilder  was  churchwarden  in  1566  ;  he  apparently  died  in  1576-7, 
as  in  the  Churchwarden’s  Accounts  we  find  the  following  entry  under  “Church 
Receipts  ”  : 

“  It.  reseuid  of  goodwife  Wilder  for  a  graue  in  the  church  .  .  .  iijs.  iiijd” 

(Item  :  Received  of  goodwife  Wilder  for  a  grave  in  the  church  .  3s.  4 d.) 

It  will  be  remembered  that  this  was  a  family  which  had  intermarried  with  the  Higgs 
Family  of  South  Stoke,  when  Magdalen,  sister  of  Nicholas  Higgs,  married  Nicholas 
Wilder  of  the  Parish  of  Goring,  a  son,  or  grandson,  of  John  Wilder  of  Nunhide,  in 
Sulham,  Co.  Berks,  Nicholas  Wilder’s  aunt,  Eleanor  Wilder,  became  the  wife  of  one 
John  Higgs,  yeoman,  of  Sulhampstead  Banister,  Co.  Berks.  And  there  was  yet  another 
intermarriage  between  the  families  when  another  John  Higgs  married  at  Thatcham, 
5  June,  1563,  one  Elizabeth  Wilder,  in  all  probability  a  daughter  of  the  above  church¬ 
warden  Harry  Wilder.  There  is,  however,  no  evidence  that  this  John  Higgs  ever 
settled  in  the  parish.  Nicholas  Higgs  died,  a  comparatively  young  man,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven,  predeceasing  his  illustrious  brother  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  by  just  two  and 
a  half  years.  Apparently  all  his  children  died  early  in  life,  for  Griffith,  the  eldest  son, 
died  at  South  Stoke  seven  years  later,  Nicholas  nine  years  after  his  father’s  decease, 
Walter  and  Thomas  both  but  twelve  years  after.  His  daughters  likewise  died  a  few 
years  after  their  father,  Anne,  the  eldest  in  1665,  surviving  him  but  eight  years  ; 
Sarah  probably  survived  him  twelve  years,  whilst  Mary  died  at  the  age  of  twelve,  and 
Margaret,  the  youngest,  lived  only  until  she  was  seventeen  years  of  age.  No  doubt 
the  Plague  had  much  to  do  with  this,  for  it  did  not  confine  its  ravages  in  any  one  year 
to  the  rural  districts  of  England.  Between  the  years  1602-1605  it  carried  off  hundreds 
in  this  locality,  both  in  Thatcham  and  in  Newbury,  and  from  thence  on  kept  breaking  out 
in  sundry  places.  In  1665  it  was  particularly  bad  in  Thatcham,  as  it  was  all  over  the 
country,  and  no  less  than  100,000  people  succumbed  to  its  ravages  in  that  year  in  London 
and  its  vicinity  alone.  The  Plague — the  Pest,  or,  as  it  has  sometimes  been  called,  “  The 
Black  Death  ’’,fi  'om  the  dark  blotches  which  appeared  on  the  body  of  the  affected  person 
in  addition  to  boils — was  of  the  most  virulent  character,  highly  infectious,  with  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  linger  and  recur  when  once  it  had  attacked  a  community,  and  only  improved 
sanitation — -and  laws  governing  health — have  succeeded  in  stamping  out  this  dreaded 
disease,  which  usually  proved  fatal  in  five  or  six  days.  From  a  Court  Roll  of  the  Manor 
of  1'hatcham,  dated  14  April,  1658,  we  find  the  following  injunction  made  : 

“‘Ordered  that  Isaac  Babthrop,*  Richard  Hedd,  Alice  Benett,  John 
Masy  and  Thomas  Freeman  doe  remove  their  severall  dunghills  owt  of  ye  Street 
of  Thacheam  before  ye  first  day  of  May,  and  that  none  lay  any  more  tlier  011  pain 
of  five  shillings  a  peece.’ 

This  Court  Leet  and  Court  Baron  of  Henry  Winchcomb,  Esquire,  Lord  of  the  said 
Mannor,  holden  on  the  fourteenth  day  of  April  1658  by  John  Harrison  Esquire,  Steward 
there. " 

With  such  a  condition  existing  in  the  streets  of  Thatcham  at  this  time  it  was  no 
wonder  that  the  plague  ravaged  the  district,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  made  by  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor  to  have  the  people  attend  to  proper  sanitation. 

In  the  year  of  Nicholas  Higgs’s  death,  and  the  year  following,  namely,  1658,  Henry 
Winciicombe,  Esqre.,  was  Lord  of  the  Manor  and  Borough  of  Thatcham,  John  Harison 
(or  Harrison)  was  Steward,  William  Dancastle,  Constable,  and  John  Painter, 
Hayward. 

*  He  Held  the  position  of  Registrar  in  the  Parish. 
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Before  passing  on  to  Nicholas  Higgs,  the  younger,  of  Henwick,  it  may  be  of  interest 
to  note  the  personalities  of  the  two  overseers  chosen  by  his  father  to  assist  him  in  the 
administration  of  his  will,  namely  John  Pottinger  of  Burghulbury  (or  Bucklebury)  and 
Richard  Joyes  of  Henwick,  in  Thatcham. 

John  Pottinger  was  of  an  old  Berkshire  family  connected  with  the  district  surround¬ 
ing  Thatcham,  and  at  West  Compton,  a  village  close  by,  the  Pottingers  had  been  seated 
for  many  generations,  and  the  church  and  churchyard  there  contains  many  vaults  filled 
with  their  remains.  Nicholas  Higgs’s  grandson,  the  son  of  his  son  Griffith,  who 
resided  at  South  Stoke,  in  all  probability  was  the  same  Griffith,  or  Griffin,  Higgs 
who  married  Mary  the  daughter  of  John  Pottinger  of  West  Compton,  who  died  in  1678, 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  Nicholas  Higgs’s  “  beloved  friend”  John  Pottinger 
of  Bucklebury  was  one  of  this  family,  if  not  the  same  John  Pottinger  of  West  Compton. 

Richard  Joyes  of  Henwick,  his  other  “  beloved  friend  ”,  appointed  as  overseer  of 
his  will,  was  also  of  a  family  long  associated  with  Thatcham.  We  find  one  Richard 
Joyes  a  churchwarden  in  Thatcham  in  1680.  The  name  is  spelt  in  various  ways — Joyes, 
Joyces,  Joyce,  etc.— and  it  is  particularly  interesting  to  note  later  that  one  John  Joyce, 
with  little  doubt  a  descendant,  in  1803  was  one  who,  with  William  Higgs  and  Samson 
Higgs,  witnessed  the  Meeting  House  Certificate  licensing  the  house  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Baily  for  Divine  Worship  by  Protestant  Dissenters  on  17  August  that  year. 

The  Will  of  Nicholas  Higgs,  the  elder,  yeoman  of  Henwick,  was  dated  2  June,  1657. 
Though  his  mind  was  clear  he  was  well  nigh  unto  death,  and  as  he  was  buried  in  the 
churchyard  only  three  days  later  he  was  probably  one  of  the  many  taken  by  the  plague 
at  this  time.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  was  able  to  write,  for  his  father  wrote  a 
beautiful  hand,  and  his  son  Nicholas  could  also  write,  which  was  not  very  usual  at  this 
period  among  the  yeomanry,  fie,  however,  could  only  but  make  a  scribble  with  the 
quill,  as  will  be  noted  from  the  reproduction  at  the  end  of  his  will,  which  reads  as 
follows  : 

ORIGINAL  UNFILED  WILL  IN  THE  ARCHDEACONRY  OF  BERKS.,  Ref. 

Bond  “  A  ”  1662. 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen  :  The  second  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  God, 
One  thousand,  six  hundred  and  fifty  seven,  I  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick,  in  the  Parish 
of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Yeoman,  being  sick  in  body,  yet  of  sound  and 
perfect  memory.  I  bless  God  for  the  same  kind,  not  knowing  how  soon  it  may  please 
God  to  surprise  me  by  death,  and  not  willing  to  have  anything. to  do  with  the  World, 
but  to  employ  my  whole  time  in  preparation  for  my  dissolution,  do  therefore  now  make 
my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  the  manner  and  form  following  :• — 

And  first  of  all  I  commend  my  soul  unto  God,  trusting  in  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ 
to  be  witli  Him  for  ever  in  Glory,  and  my  body  I  commit  to  the  earth — to  be  decently 
interred  at  the  discretion  of  my  Overseers  hereafter  named. 

And  whereas — I  have  a  lease,  by  deed  indented,  bearing  the  date  the  Seventeenth 
day  of  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles 
1st,  made,  demised  and  granted,  set  and  to  farm,  let  unto  the  said  Nicholas  Higgs  by 
and  from  William  Easton*  of  Catmere,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Esquire,  Thomas  Nelson 
of  Chaddleworth,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Esquire,  and  John  Winchcomh  of  Henwick 
beforesaid,  in  the  said  County  of  Berks.,  Esquire  on  the  one  part  and  me,  the  said 
Nicholas  Higgs  on  the  other  part,  of  an  Estate  for  term  of  years,  and  a  tenement  called 
— “  Knight’s”  in  Henwick,  as  in  the  said  indenture  is  expressed.  1  the  said  Nicholas 
Higgs,  Ann  is  Higgs,  my  now  wife  and  Walter  Christmas  of  Shiplake,  in  the  County 
of  Oxon.,  husbandman,  brother  to  the  said  Annis  Higgs,  my  wife,  or  any  of  us  shall  live 
so  long  as  in  the  said  indenture  is  set  forth. 

Now  my  Will  is  that  Annis,  my  wife,  Sarah,  Joan,  Mary  and  Margakict  Higgs, 
my  daughters,  shall  have  and  hold  the  foresaid  tenement -called  “  Knights” — with  the 
appurtenances  thereunto  belonging  from,  and  after,  the  day  of  my  decease  to  be  equally 

*  Alias  E yston. 
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divided  between  them  the  said  Annis,  my  wife,  Sarah,  Joan,  Mary  and  Margaret 
Hic.gs,  my  daughters,  for — and  during— their  natural  lives  of  the  said  Annis,  my  wife 
and  Walter  Christmas,  her  brother  beforesaid,  or  the  longest  liver  of  them,  and  if  it 
happen  my  said  wife  to  decease,  that  then  my  Will  is  that  her  part  of  the  said  tenement 
to  be  equally  divided  between  my  said  daughters,  and  likewise  my  Will  is,  if  either  of 
my  said  daughters  to  decease  that,  then  their  parts  to  be  equally  divided  between  the 
survivors,  and  if  shall  happen  my  said  wife  to  decease,  and  also  the  said  Sarah,  Joan, 
Mary  and  Margaret  Higgs  likewise  to  decease,  before  the  said  Walter  Christmas 
then  my  Will  is  that  Griffith  Higgs  and  Walter  Higgs,  my  sons,  shall  have  the  said 
tenement  with  the  prolits  thereof  during  the  foresaid  term  of  the  said  Walter  Christmas 
so  long  live  and  the  survivor  of  them,  and  if  it  shall  happen,  all  my  aforesaid  children 
with  my  said  wife  to  decease  before  the  said  Walter  Christmas,  then  my  Will  is  that 
Nicholas  Higgs  my  son  shall  have  the  said  tenement  with  the  profits  thereof  during 
the  life  of  the  said  Walter  Christmas. 

All  the  rest  of  my  goods  and  chattels,  whatsoever,  both  real  and  personal  my  Will  is 
to  be  equally  divided  between  the  said  Annis  my  wife,  Sarah,  Joan,  Mary  &.  Margaret, 
my  daughters  beforesaid,  at  the  discretion  of  my  overseers  herein  mentioned. 

And,  I  do  entreat  my  well  beloved  friends — John  Pottinger  of  Burghulbury,  in 
the  County  of  Berks,  Yeoman,  and  Richard  Joyes  of  Henwick  beforesaid,  in  the  County 
of  Berks.,  Yeoman  to  be  overseers  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  and  give  them  for 
their  pains  taken  therein  five  shillings  apiece,  and  that  they  will  see  me  decently  buried 
at  the  discretion  of  my  said  wife,  and  Sarah,  Joan,  Mary  and  Margaret  my  daughters. 

In  witness  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament,  I  have  forthwith  set  my  hand 
and  Seal— the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 


Signed  and  sealed  in  the  presence  of — • 

RICHARD  LAMBOURN. 
RICHARD  JOYES. 
RICHARD  SMITH. 


The  Account,  or  Declaration  of  the  Account  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  natural 
and  lawful  son,  and  Administrator  of  all  and  singular  the  goods,  credits  and  chattels  of 
Nicholas  Higgs,  whilst  he  lived  of  Henwick,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  within  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Berks.,  Yeoman,  late  deceased  with  his  Will  nuncupative  unto  the 
Letters  of  Administration  annexed,  made  and  declared  as  well  of  and  upon  all  such 
goods,  credits  chattels  of  the  said  deceased,  which  since  his  death  did,  or  lawfully  might, 
come  to  ye  hands  and  possession  of  the  said  Administrator,  as  also  of  and  upon  all  such 
debts,  Legacies  and  other  necessary  payments  and  charges  as  have  been  made,  and 
necessarily  are  by  him  to  be  paid  and  laid  out  as  Administrator,  since  the  death  of  the 
said  Nicholas  Higgs,  his  father,  given,  and  exhibition  before  the  Worshipful  Edward 
Master,  Junior  of  the  Laws  and  Official  unto  the  Archdeacon  of  the  Archdeaconry  of 
Berks.,  the  eighth  day  of  the  month  of  October  Anno  Domini  ibbj. 

Imprim  :  The  said  accountant  chargeth  himself  with  the  goods,  credits,  chattels 
of  the  said  deceased  as  the  same  and  prized  or  valued,  specified  and  contained  in  an 
Inventory  thereof,  made  and  exhibited  and  remaining  in  the  Registry  of  the  said  Arch¬ 
deacon,  amounting  the  whole  sum  of  Three  hundred  and  eight  pounds,  nine  shillings 
and  four  pence.* 

Whereof  the  said  accountant  dischargeth  himself  and  draweth  allowance  for  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  funeral  charges  of  the  deceased.  Letters  of  Administration 
with  the  Will  annexed,  passing  this  account,  and  other  payments  and  charges  as  followeth 
Viz 

*  This  amount  does  not  represent  the  value  of  money  as  to-day,  which  will  be  readily  seen  on  reference  to  the 
prices  against  the  various  items  in  the  account,  such  as  “Three  yellow  nags,  two  mares  and  the  harness  for 
them  ”,  £11  3s.  4 d. 


bn:&  ‘ji! 


THE  THATCHAM  BRANCH 


61 


Impritnus  :  For  the  funeral  expenses  ..... 

Item  :  For  money  lent  to  his  Mother*  .... 

Item  :  Paid  to  Thomas  Baron  for  keeping  the  children  of  the 
deceased  one  week  ....... 

Item  :  Paid  the  Miller  ....... 

Item  :  Paid  to  the  Widow  Godfrey  ..... 

Item  :  Paid  to  Thomas  Hyde  ...... 

Item  :  Paid  for  two  Mortuaryes  .  .  ... 

Item  :  Paid  for  keeping  his  three  sisters  Mary,  Joan  & 
Margaret,  75  weeks  ....... 

Item  :  Paid  for  repairing  the  ground  to  make  it  tenable 

Item:  Paid  the  Widow  Howe  for  keeping  his  three  sisters 
Joane,  Mary  and  Margaret,  48  weeks  at  Eight  shillings 
per  week  ......... 

Item  :  Paid  to  his  sister  Sarah,  and  the  Widow  Howe  for  her 

Item  :  Paid  for  apparrell  and  making  thereof  shoes,  stockings, 
and  other  necessaries  for  his  sister  Joane  .... 

Item  :  Paid  for  apparrell  and  making  thereof,  shoes,  stockings, 
and  other  necessaries  for  his  sister  Mary  .... 

Item  :  Paid  for  his  sister  Margaret’s  apparell,  shoes  and  other 
necessaries  ......... 

Item  :  Paid  for  his  sisters  Joan,  Mary  and  Margaret.  Their 
diet  from  Midsummer  last  to  Michaelmas  at  8/-  per  week  . 

Item  :  Paid  for  his  sister  Sarah  her  diet  for  14  weeks  beginning 
at  Midsummer  last  to  Michaelmas  at  3/-  per  week 

Item  :  Paid  for  taking  forth  the  letters  of  Administration  with 
the  Will  annexed  and  his  expenses  at  all  times  at  Oxon., 
about  the  said  Administration  ..... 

Item  :  Paid  for  passing  this  account  to  the  Judge  of  Adminis¬ 
tration  .......... 


i  s-  d . 

300 
17  2  6 

16  o 
5  o 
16  o 
14  o 

IOO 

28  2  6 

10  5  o 


19  4  o 
19  19  3 

308 

2  16  7 

242 

5  12  o 

2  2  0 


2  0  0 
i  14  O 


Suma  expositor  .....  £120  13  8 


This  account  made  by  Nicholas  Higgs’s  son  Nicholas  is  interesting  as  showing 
just  how  the  family  of  Nicholas  Higgs  and  Annis  Christmas  his  wife  were  cared  for 
upon  becoming  orphans  in  1660,  when,  as  we  have  seen,  their  mother  Annis  died  in  March 
of  that  year,  just  three  years  after  their  father’s  death. 

The  widow  Howe  seems  to  have  had  the  care  of  the  three  youngest  daughters,  Joan, 
Mary  and  Margaret.  Mary  was  but  seven  years  old  when  her  mother  passed  away, 
whilst  little  Margaret  was  only  four.  Sarah  also  was  cared  for  by  the  same  widow 
woman,  and  no  doubt  married  early  in  life — when  she  became  the  wife  of  Richard 
Smith  alias  efoster,  of  a  family  long  settled  in  Thatcham,  and  who  had  witnessed  the 
will  of  Nicholas  Higgs  her  father,  whilst  Anne,  as  we  have  recorded,  went  to  live  at 
Shiplake. 

Of  the  boys  we  learn  little.  Griffith,  the  eldest,  in  all  probability  went  to  his 
relatives  in  South  Stoke,  where  he  lived  and  died  ;  whilst  Walter  and  Thomas  both 
died  at  Thatcham  in  1669,  probably  of  the  Plague.  At  the  time  of  their  parents’ 
decease  these  were  no  doubt  old  enough  to  provide  for  themselves. 

The  account  is  also  of  particular  interest  in  the  detail  it  gives  of  the  cost  of  food,  and 
clothing,  at  this  period. 

In  addition  to  this  account,  the  Inventory  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  Nicholas 
Higgs,  the  elder,  yeoman  of  Henwick,  taken  and  appraised  on  19  April,  1661 
(13  Charles  II),  by  Richard  Carter  of  Thatcham,  yeoman,  Walter  Christmas  of 

*  Annis,  wife  of  Nicholas  Higgs,  the  elder,  of  Henwick. 
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Shiplake,  yeoman,  John  Pottinger  of  Burghulbury,  yeoman,  John  Iremonger 
of  Hampstead  Norris,  Co.  Berks  (tailor),  and  Nicholas  Bushnell  of  Thatcham,  yeoman, 
is  also  of  peculiar  interest,  as  giving  in  detail  the  contents  of  the  home  at  Henwick,  the 
stock  on  the  farm,  etc.,  and  the  valuations  of  same  at  the  period.  The  Inventory  in 
detail  is  as  follows  : 


£  s.  d. 

“  Imprimis  :  His  wearing  apparel  with  the  money  in  his  purse  .  368 

Item  :  In  the  Bedchamber  :  One  line  bedstead,  one  feather  bed, 

with  the  furniture  belonging  to  it  .  .  .  .  .3  10  o 

Item  :  One  table,  one  cupboard,  two  line  stools  and  one  chest  .  1  15  6 

Item  :  In  the  Upper  Chamber  :  One  bedstead,  two  truckle  beds, 

three  flock  beds,  with  the  furniture  belonging  to  them  .  204 

Item  :  In  the  Hall  :  One  long  table  with  the  frame,  one  form, 

one  cupboard;  two  chairs,  two  fine  stools  with  their  lumber  14  o 
Item  :  One  fluggon,  one  pewter  bowl,  one  pint  pewter  pot,  one 

pewter  candlestick  and  pewter  dishes  .  .  .  .  120 

Item  :  One  brass  pot,  one  brass  kettle,  one  brass  skimmer,  one 

warming  pan,  two  frying  pans,  one  water  bottle  .  .  1  13  4 

Item  :  One  pair  of  anglers,  two  cotterrells,*  one  spitt,  two  pair 
of  tongs,  one  lire  thonell,  one  gird  iron,  two  smoking  irons, 
one  iron  bar  .........  13  6 

Item  :  The  linen  and  holland  sheets,  one  holland  pillow  beare, 

four  pairs  of  other  sheets,  two  table  cloths,  and  four  napkins  1  10  o 
Item :  In  the  Cutlery  :  Three  barrells,  three  tubs,  two  kiners, 

one  salting  tub,  with  other  lumber  .  .  .  .  .100 

Item :  Five  flicks  of  bacon  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  13  4 

Item  :  Three  yellow  nags,  two  mares  and  the  harness  to  them  .  1134 

Item  :  One  long  cart,  one  dung  pot,  one  pair  wheels,  one  cart 
line,  two  ploughs  with  the  tackling  to  them,  one  pair  of 
harrows  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .400 

Item:  Eleven  ewes  and  lambs  and  forty  dry  sheep .  .  16  o  o 

Item  :  Four  score  of  pigs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .200 

Item  :  Four  milch  kine,  three  heifers  &  two  yearling  bullocks  .  15  10  o 

Item :  The  Corn  in  the  barn  .  .  .  .  .  .500 

Item  :  The  ( — ? — ),  the  bushel,  sacks  &  seives  .  .  .100 

Item  :  In  the  Wool  Loft :  The  Wool  .  .  .  .  .234 

Item  :  The  corn  upon  the  grounds  being  twenty  seven  acres 

with  the  tillage  and  seed  .  .  .  .  .  27  o  o 

Item  :  The  lease  of  the  living  ......  140  o  o 

Item  :  One  obligation  wherein  Griffith  HiGGSf  of  South  Stoke, 
in  the  County  of  Oxon,  Yeoman  standeth  bound  for  the 
payment  of  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  20  o  o 


The  total  sum  cometh  to  .  .  £ 262  5  4 


By  the  time  that  Nicholas  Higgs  the  younger  had  received  the  amount  of  his  account 
of  disbursements,  namely,  £120  13s.  8 d.,  there  was  not  much  left  for  the  heirs  of  the 
youngest  son  of  Griffith  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  by  Sara  Pain  his  wife,  and  the  members 
of  the  Thatcham  branch  of  a  wealthy  family  had  an  uphill  struggle. 

*  A  cotteril  was  a  small  iron  wedge  formerly  used  for  securing  a  bolt. 

f  It  is  difficult  to  determine  which  Griffith  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  this  refers  to,  for  there  were  so  many  of  the 
name.  This  was  probably  his  nephew,  the  eldest  son  of  Barton  Higgs,  or  it  may  have  been  his  son  Griffith. 


CHAPTER  V 


Restoration  of  the  Monarchy ;  Nicholas  Higgs  and  Roger  Higgs 

The  news  of  the  landing  of  Charles,  son  of  the  Martyr  King,  at  Dover  on  26  May, 
1660,  spread  like  magic  through  the  borough  of  Thatcham  and  its  surrounding  Manors, 
for  the  residents  of  the  district  had,  through  all  the  troublous  times,  remained — for  the 
greater  part — faithful  to  both  Church  and  State.  The  church  bells  throughout  the  land 
rang  out  the  joyful  news  and  expressed  the  sentiments  of  the  people,  who  had  had  enough 
of  the  over-strict  rule  of  the  Puritans  during  the  eleven  years  of  the  Protectorate,  under 
the  great  Parliamentarian  leader  Oliver  Cromwell,  whose  policy  had  proven  too 
strenuous  for  the  people  of  England.  It  began  to  be  realized  that  “  the  swing  of  the 
pendulum  ”  was  as  bad  in  the  extreme  of  one  direction  as  it  had  been  in  the  extreme 
of  the  other,  and  in  the  restoration  of  the  Monarchy,  and  a  change  of  rule,  their  hope  for 
better  days  was  now  centred.  Cromwell  had  been  as  great  a  statesman  as  he  had 
proven  himself  a  general,  and  it  had  been  under  his  rule  that  the  union  of  Scotland  and 
England  had  been  incorporated,  which  has  proved  a  boon  to  both  nations,  and  the 
memory  of  the  prosperous  security,  enjoyed  by  both  during  those  days,  brought  about 
the  final  union  in  1707.  It  was  at  Scone,  on  1  January,  1651,  that  Prince  Charles 
was  crowned  Charles  II,  and  in  the  following  August,  at  the  head  of  an  army  of  10,000 
men,  he  had  invaded  England,  only  to  be  utterly  routed  at  Worcester,  and  he  had  been 
obliged  to  escape  to  France,  where  he  remained  until  the  death  of  Cromwell,  after 
which  event  he  was  invited  by  the  English  to  return  as  king.  Three  years  later*  he 
visited  Newbury,  and,  accompanied  by  the  Duke  of  York  (afterwards  James  II),  rode 
over  the  scenes  of  the  battle  grounds  in  which  engagements  he,  as  Prince  of  Wales, 
had  been  present.  Upon  this  occasion  the  Mayor  and  Corporation  of  Newbury  presented 
the  “  Merrie  Monarch  ”  (as  he  was  termed  from  his  gay  bonhomie,  a  trait  in  his  character 
which  kept  him  popular  throughout  his  reign,  which,  from  the  Restoration  to  his  death 
in  1685,  is  a  record  of,  perhaps,  the  worst  reign  in  English  history.  He  was  “  dissolute 
where  his  father  had  been  chaste,  but  pliable  where  his  father  was  obstinate  ”) — with 
a  purse  of  gold  and  an  address  of  welcome,  and  during  his  visit  to  the  scenes  of  conflict 
and  bloodshed  between  the  Royalists  and  Parliamentarians,  he  and  his  Court  were 
entertained  by  Sir  Thomas  Dolman  at  Shaw  House,  sleeping  the  night  in  that  tine  old 
residence  of  the  Dolman  family.  (Sir  Thomas  was  the  son  of  Humphrey  Dolman  of 
Shaw  ;  he  was  one  of  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  of  the  county  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
His  son  Thomas  was  knighted  at  Shaw  in  1703,  when  the  Queen  of  Charles  II — 
Catherine  of  Braganza — visited  him  upon  her  return  from  Bath  in  that  year.) 
There  was  much  rejoicing  and  celebrating  in  the  district  upon  the  occasion  of  the  King’s 
visit  to  Shaw,  and  the  people  of  the  surrounding  country  flocked  to  voice  their  welcome. 
Although  we  have  no  record  of  the  part  that  Nicholas  Higgs,  the  younger,  now  of  the 
little  estate  at  Henwick,  took,  yet  he  and  his  brothers  Walter  and  Thomas  no  doubt 
participated  in  these  public  expressions  of  loyalty  to  the  Crown.  Nicholas  was  an 
executor  to  the  will  of  his  illustrious  uncle,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  of  South  Stoke, 
a  chaplain  to  the  late  King,  and  one  who  had  suffered  so  much  in  the  Royalist  cause, 
and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  his  relatives,  the  Dancastles  of  the  Grange  at  Shaw, 

*  Vide  *  History  of  Newbury  ’. 
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as  well  as  Major  John  Eyston  of  Bucklebury,  were  prominent  among  the  visitors  to 
Dolman  House  upon  this  great  occasion. 

Nicholas  Higgs  had  been  married  a  year  or  two  previous  to  this  celebration  to  a 
daughter  of  a  family  long  settled  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  namely,  Ann  Dibley. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Roger  and  Eleanor  Dibley  of  Hcnwick,  and  had  four  brothers 
— Roger,  William,  Edmond  and  John.  Her  grandfather  was  also  a  “  Roger  ” 
Dibley  of  Henwick,  and  her  grandmother,  Marie  Dibley,  sealed  her  will*  with  a 
Tudor  rose,  surmounted  by  a  ducal  coronet.  Likewise  her  great-grandfather  was  Roger 
Dibley,  Churchwarden  of  Thatcham  in  1596.  “  Roger  ”  was,  indeed,  a  family  bap¬ 

tismal  name,  and  as  early  as  1422  one  Roger  Dippele  or  Dibley  is  mentioned  in  a 
Court  Rollf  of  the  Manor  of  Colthrop  in  connection  with  a  matter  concerning  a  certain 
watercourse.  One  month  later  to  the  king’s  visit  to  Shaw,  we  find  that  Nicholas 
Higgs’s  wife  Ann  presented  him  with  a  daughter,  who  was  baptized  Ann  at  Thatcham 
Parish  Church  on  18  September,  1663.  The  married  life  of  Nicholas  and  Ann  Higgs 
{nee  Dibley)  must  have  been  but  brief,  both  of  them  dying  within  four  months  of  each 
other  in  1665,  in  all  probability  victims  of  the  Plague. 

The  line  of  descent  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Thatcham  for  the  next  two  generations  has, 
indeed,  been  a  mystery,  unsolved  by  several  well-known  genealogists  who  have  tackled 
the  problem,  and  is  still  unsolven.  As  we  have  recorded,  Nicholas  Higgs  the  elder,  of 
Henwick,  had  at  least  four  known  sons — Griffith,  the  eldest,  who  resided  at  South 
Stoke,  and  Nicholas,  Walter  and  Thomas,  all  of  Henwick.  Griffith,  passing  away 
at  South  Stoke  in  1664,  left  one  known  son,  Griffith,  who  administered  the  estate  of 
his  uncle,  Walter  Higgs,  twenty-two  years  after  his  decease  on  17  November,  1691, 
Walter  Higgs  having  died  at  Thatcham  in  1669.  We  find  that  Thomas  was  buried  at 
Thatcham  also  in  that  year,  and  as  no  other  mention  is  made  of  either  Walter  or  Thomas 
in  the  parish  registers,  it  is  presumed  that  they  died  bachelors.  Coming  to  Nicholas 
Higgs  (the  younger),  the  only  child  of  his  mentioned  in  the  registers  is  his  daughter  Ann, 
whom  he  made  sole  executrix  of  his  will  when  she  became  of  age,  leaving  her  to  the  care 
of  those  whom  he  appointed  as  overseers,  and  to  her  grandmother  Eleanor  Dibley, 
and  after  her  decease,  to  her  aunt  Joane  Basford,]:  her  mother’s  sister,  so  that  appa¬ 
rently  the  only  male  heir  of  this  generation  was  Griffith,  the  son  of  his  eldest  brother. 
Yet  in  his,  the  next  generation  of  Higgs  in  Thatcham,  and  the  only  male  of  the  name 
in  the  parish  mentioned  in  the  local  records  of  that  generation,  is  one  Roger  Higgs, 
who  obtained  his  living  as  a  cooper— a  very  nourishing  trade,  and  a  remunerative  one 
at  this  period,  owing  to  the  number  of  oak  barrels  in  demand  for  wine  and  beer,  and  also 
in  the  manufacture  of  seed  lips,  also  of  wood,  used  by  the  farmers  for  the  hand  sowing  of 
grain.  Had  a  son  been  born  to  Nicholas  Higgs  the  younger,  and  Ann,  his  wife,  it  is 
highly  probable  that  he  would  have  been  named  “  Roger  ”  from  his  mother’s  long  line 
of  ancestors  of  this  baptismal  name,  yet  it  is  most  strange  that  Nicholas  Higgs  should 
have  made  no  mention  in  his  will  of  such  a  son,  especially  as  he  survived  his  wife  Ann 
some  four  months.  Nicholas  Higgs’s  sister  Margaret,  in  her  will  dated  29  May, 
1673,  and  proved  in  September  of  that  year  (P.C.C.  Reg.,  “  Pye  ”,  fo.  114),  makes  mention 
of  ”  Hannah,  daughter  of  my  brother  Nicholas  ”.  The  question  naturally  arises,  “Is  this 
Hannah  identical  with  the  daughter  Ann  mentioned  by  her  father  ?  ”  Ann,  Anna  and 
Hannah  were  probably  all  names  which  would  apply  to  this  child.  If  Nicholas  had 
two  daughters,  Ann  and  Hannah,  it  is  also  more  than  likely  that  he.  also  had  a  son 
"  Roger  ”  between  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Ann  Dibley  and  her  decease  in  1695. 

*  Original  Berkshire  will  of  Marie  Dibley  proved  22  June,  1631. 

t  Vide  ‘  Thatcham,  Berks,  and  its  Manors’,  by  Samuel  Barfield,  Appendices  to  Book  IV,  fo.  333. 

J  A  John  Baseord  was  mentioned  in  the  long  list  of  names  of  those  who  failed  to  appear  at  the  Court  i.eet 
held  at  Newbury  1643.  A  Thomas  Baseord  was  churchwarden  of  Newbury  Parish  Church  in  1670,  vide  ‘  History 
of  Newbury  ’,  by  Walter  Money,  F.S.A.,  ff.  256  and  525. 
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The  record  of  their  marriage  has  not  been  found  in  the  Thatcham  registers,  and  it  may 
be  that  they  were  married  in  one  of  the  surrounding  parishes.  A  brother  of  Ann,  John 
Dibley,  or  Dybley,  lived  at  Wyfold,  parish  of  Boxford,  Co.  Berks,  and  he  conveyed  to 
Nicholas  Higgs  one  mortgage  of  a  parcel  of  land  he  owned,  lying  in  Donnington,  in 
consideration  for  the  loan  of  the  sum  of  four  hundred  pounds.  This  property  Nicholas 
Higgs  left  to  his  daughter  Ann.  (It  is  possible  that  the  Ann  Higgs  who  married  Richard 
Butler  at  Compton,  near  Newbury,  6  October,  1698,  may  have  been  this  Ann  Higgs.) 
Another  explanation  of  the  mystery  of  the  actual  line  of-  descent  at  this  period  is  that 
Nicholas  Higgs’s  eldest  brother  Griffith,  living  at  South  Stoke  (whose  wife’s  name 
was  Sarah,  and  who  afterwards  became  the  wife  of  William  Middleton  of  Sladend, 
in  Brightwell,  Co.  Berks,  yeoman),  may  have  also  married  a  Dibley,  and  that  they  named 
a  second  son  “  Roger”,  and  that  he  settled  in  Thatcham  with  his  relatives  there.  (In 
the  Thatcham  Parish  Registers  William  Dibley  of  Coldrop  Manor  had  a  daughter 
Sarah  who  was  baptized  at  Thatcham  on  15  March,  1616.)  The  parish  records,  and  those 
Court  Rolls  which  have  been  found  and  examined,  are  strangely  silent  in  reference  to 
the  Higgs  family  at  this  time.  Certain  it  is  that  no  members  of  the  family  were  called 
to  appear  before  any  of  the  manorial  courts  for  delinquence  or  misbehaviour.  The  answer 
to  this  mystery  may  yet  be  found  in  some  Berkshire  or  Oxfordshire  will,  or  some  Thatcham 
parish  record  or  Court  Roll,  which  may  come  to  light. 

And  again  it  may  be  that  Roger  Higgs  settled  in  Thatcham  from  Basildon,  in  the 
county  of  Berks,  for — as  noted  in  the  close  of  the  third  chapter  of  this  volume— the 
Higgs  family  of  that  place  were  closely  related  to  those  of  South  Stoke,  three  to  four 
miles  up  the  river  in  Oxfordshire,  and  were  also  related  to  the  Higgses  of  Cheltenham,  in 
Gloucestershire.  In  the  Basildon  Parish  Registers  the  marriage  of  a  Roger  Higgs  is 
recorded  in  1608,  and  possibly  he  was  the  grandfather  of  the  Thatcham  Roger.  A 
Roger  Higgs  of  Bucklebury  had  his  banns  of  marriage  to  Ann  Carson  published  in 
the  Market  Place  of  Reading,  11  December,  1658,  and  was  probably  married  by  the 
Mayor  during  those  days  of  unrest.  Their  wedding  is  not  recorded  in  the  registers  of 
St.  Laurence,  neither  is  it  entered  at  Bucklebury.  The  name  of  “  Roger  ”  is  one  not  at 
all  common  in  the  Higgs  family  in  general  ;  in  fact,  through  all  the  researches  of  both 
the  late  Mr.  Frederick  Higgs  and  the  writer  the  following  are  the  only  Roger  Higgses 
noted  : 

(1)  Roger,  of  Hartleborne,  in  the  county  of  Worcester,  whose  will  was  proved  in  1601 

(P.C.C.  Ref.  “  Woodhall  ”,  fo.  32). 

(2)  Roger,  in  the  service  of  Nicodemus  Edens,  Esqre.,  of  Banbury,  in  the  county  of 

Oxford,  who  by  his  will— proved  in  1610  (P.C.C.  Ref.  “  Wingfield  ”,  fo.  90) — left 
certain  money  to  the  children  of  Nicodemus  Edens  as  well  as  to  charities  and 
apparently  left  no  issue.  He  was  a  son  of  one  Richard  Higgs  of  Oxfordshire. 

(3)  Roger,  who  was  married,  as  above  stated,  at  Basildon,  Co.  Berks.,  in  1608. 

(4)  Roger,  whose  Banns  of  Marriage  were  published  at  Reading  1658. 

(5)  Roger,  son  of  above,  baptized  at  Bucklebury  25  January,  i6bi. 

(6)  Roger,  a  son  of  the  Rev.  John  Higgs  of  Claverley,  in  the  county  of  Shropshire, 

and  a  brother  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Higgs,  patron  and  vicar  of  Higley  in  that  county. 
He  was  born  about  1700.  ( Vide  Part  II.) 

(7)  Roger,  son  of  the  above. 

(8)  Roger,  of  Westminster,  Gentleman,  whose  will  was  proved  in  1681.  (P.C.C.  Ref. 

“  North  ”,  fo.  59.) 

(9)  Roger,  a  brother  mentioned  by  Nicholas  Higgs  of  London  in  his  Will  proved 

1665  (P.C.C.  Ref.  ”  Hyde  ”,  fo.  26),  who  had  two  sons,  Roger  and  William, 
nephews  of  the  said  Nicholas.  This  Roger  is  with  little  doubt  the  Roger  Higgs 
of  Westminster  (1681),  so  that  only  these  few  of  the  name  all  over  England  have 
been  found,  apart  from  one  Roger  Higges,  Gentleman,  who  accompanied  King 
Charles  1  into  Scotland,  and  was  one  of  those  who  then  received  Knighthood. 
He,  too,  may  have  been  one  of  the  foregoing  Roger  Higgses. 
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Nicholas  Higgs,  the  younger,  of  Henwick,  yeoman,  did  not  long  survive  his  parents, 
for  he  passed  away  and  was  buried  in  Thatcham  churchyard  on  23  August,  1665,  just 
four  months  after  his  wife  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Roger  Dibley  of  Henwick,  had  died 
— for  it  was  on  12  April  in  that  year  that  she  had  been  interred  in  the  same  churchyard. 
His  eldest  brother,  Griffith,  had  passed  away  at  South  Stoke  the  previous  year,  and  in 
1669  it  will  have  been  noticed  that  the  other  two  brothers,  Walter  and  Thomas,  were 
buried  at  Thatcham,  so  that  all  the  sons  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  elder  of  Henwick 
died  within  live  years  of  each  other  (between  1664-1669),  and  two,  if  not  three,  of  his 
daughters  passed  away  between  that  period.  From  his  daughter  Margaret’s  will, 
which  she  made  on  29  May,  1673 — when  she  was  but  seventeen  years  of  age  (proved 
P.C.C.  in  September  of  that  year,  Ref.  “  Pye  ”,  fo.  114) — it  would  appear  that  Joan  was 
the  only  child  of  this  family  living  to  act  as  executor  at  this  date. 

The  will  of  Nicholas  Higgs,  the  younger,  of  Henwick,  yeoman,  was  made  by  him 
on  10  August,  1665,  only  a  few  days  before  he  passed  away,  though  he  was  able  to  append 
his  signature  in  a  fairly  legible  hand.  He  sealed  same  with  a  plain  shield  bearing  the 
arms  of  the  family — “  Argent,  a  chevron  between  three  bucks  lodged-gules  ”.  This 
was  a  red  wax  seal  appended  to  the  parchment,  but  much  deteriorated  when  first 
examined  by  the  writer  about  1905,  and  had  fallen  to  pieces  upon  a  later  examination. 
An  illustration  is  given  at  the  end  of  Nicholas  Higgs’s  will  with  his  signature  : 


THE  LAST  WILL  AND  TESTAMENT  OF  NICHOLAS  HIGGS  the  Younger 

(Yeoman)  of  Henwick,  adjoining  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham, 

in  the  County  of  Berks. 

{Proved  1666.  Ref.  P.C.C.  “  Mico  ”,  fo.  59.) 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen  :  The  tenth  day  of  August,  in  the  seventeenth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord,  Charles  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God — of  England, 
Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  King  :  Defender  of  the  Faith,  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord 
1665,  I,  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks, 
being  weak  in  body  but  of  good,  sound  and  perfect  mind  and  remembrance,  praised  be 
Almighty  God  for  the  same,  do  hereby  revoke  all  Wills  by  me  heretofore  made  and  do 
make,  ordain  and  declare  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following  : 

First  and  before  all  things  I  do  most  humbly  and  heartily  commend  my  soul  into 
the  Hands  of  Almighty  God,  my  Maker  and  Redeemer,  confidently  trusting,  and  most 
assuredly  believing  that  through  the  merits,  death  and  passion  of  Our  Lord  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ  He  will  receive  me  into  His  Everlasting  Kingdom  ;  And — as  for  my  body, 
my  Will  is  that  the  same  shall  be  decently  buried,  according  to  the  discretion  of  my 
Overseers  hereafter  named,  and  as  touching  my  temporal  Estate  in  lands,  goods,  and 
chattels,  wherewith  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  bless  me,  my  Will  is  as  followeth  : 

Imprimis  :  I  give  unto  the  Poor  people  of  the  Town  and  Parish  of  Thatcham  the 
sum  of  Fifty  Shillings  to  be  distributed  amongst  them  by  my  Overseers  within  one  month 
next  after  my  decease. 

• 

Item  :  From  and  after  the  payment  of  all  my  debts  (excepting  one  debt  of  Fifty 
Pounds  due  from  me  to  Ellenor  Dibley,  my  Mother-in-law,  which  my  Will  is  should 
be  paid  out  of  a  debt  of  Four  hundred  pounds  due  to  me  from  John  Dibley,  son  of  the 
said  Eleanor),  and  my  funeral  expenses  being  discharged,  I  give  and  bequeath  all  my 
Stocks,  Crops  of  corn,  grain,  hay  and  household  stuff  (excepting  one  brass  pot,  which 
I  give  to  my  Mother-in-law,  and  three  several  bonds  and  one  bill,  and  several  sums  of 
money  due  thereupon  from  Henry  Harvey  of  South  Stoke,  in  the  County  of  Oxford, 
Yeoman,  except  such  things  as  shall  be  hereinafter  excepted)  unto  my  brother  Walter 
Higgs  and  unto  my  five  sisters — Anne,  Sarah,  Joane,  Mary  and  Margaret  to  be 
equally  divided  amongst  them,  share  and  share  alike  by  the  Overseers  of  this  my  last 
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Will  and  Testament  hereinafter  named.  And  in  case  either,  or  any,  of  my  said  brother 
and  sisters  shall  happen  to  die  and  depart  this  life  before  the  said  sum  of  money  shall 
be  received,  or  recovered,  and  the  stocks,  crops  and  other  goods  and  premises  shall  be 
divided  as  aforesaid,  then  my  Will  and  desire  is  that  the  part  or  share  of  him  or  her  so 
dying  shall  be  equally  divided  among  the  survivors  of  them. 

Item  :  My  Will  and  desire  is  that  my  Overseers,  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
immediately  after  my  decease,  let  sell  and  according  to  their  divisions  dispose  of  the 
messuage,  or  tenement  lands  and  premises  that  I  now  live  in  to  the  best  profit  and 
advantage  and  benefit  of  my  sisters  that  is  to  say— Sarah,  Joane  and  Margaret  and 
Mary  and  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  them, 
share  and  share  alike. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  my  sister-in-law  Joane  Basford  {nee  Dibley)  one  stone  morter 
and  to  her  two  children  ten  shillings  apiece. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  the  two  children  of  my  brother-in-law  William  Dibley  ten 
shillings  apiece. 

Item  :  I  give  unto  Richard  Atfield*  of  Newbury  my  best  suit  of  wearing  apparel. 

Item  :  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  daughter  Anne  Higgs  my  best  bed  and 
bedstead,  and  all  the  furniture  thereunto  belonging,  one  silver  salt,  six  silver  spoons, 
and  my  great  chest  in  the  lower  chamber,  and  all  my  wife’s  child  bed  linen,  together 
with  her  wearing  apparel  and  her  wearing  linen,  and  likewise  two  gold  rings,  one  silver 
bodkin,  and  silver  thimble,  and  four  pieces  of  pewter  that  were  given  to  her  at  her 
christening,  one  pair  of  flaxen  sheets,  one  pair  of  holland  pillowbers,  and  one  desk  to 
put  small  linen  in. 

Item  :  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  daughter  Anna  one  mortgage  of  a  parcel 
of  land  lying  in  Donnington,  in  the  said  County  of  Berks  made  to  me  for  the  considera¬ 
tion  of  Four  hundred  pounds  by  John  Dibley  of  Wyfold,  in  the  said  County  of  Berks, 
Yeoman,  with  the  growing  yearly  rents  and  profits  issuing  out  of  the  same,  and  all  the 
deeds,  evidences  and  writings  belonging  to  the  said  Mortgage,  but  in  case  my  said  daughter 
shall  happen  to  die,  and  depart  this  life  before  she  shall  be  married,  or  shall  accomplish 
the  full  age  of  one  and  twenty,  then  my  Will  is  that  Fifty  Pounds  of  the  said  Four  hundred 
pounds  shall  be  paid  unto  my  Mother-in-law  Eleanor  Dibley,  her  executors,  adminis¬ 
trators  or  assigns  in  substitution  and  discharge  of  the  debt  thereinbefore  mentioned 
due  to  her.  And  the  other  three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds — residue  of  the  four  hundred 
pounds — to  be  equally  divided  and  distributed  amongst  Walter  Higgs  my  brother, 
my  five  sisters  Anne,  Sarah,  Joane,  Mary  and  Margaret,  and  my  sister-in-law  Mary 
Dibley,  or  to  such,  or  to  so  many  of  them  as  shall  be  then  living  share  and  share  alike. 
But  if  my  daughter  shall  live  to  be  married,  or  live  to  one  and  twenty  years  of  age  then 
shall  she  to  pay  the  said  debts. 

Item  :  1  give,  will,  and  bequeath  all  my  other  goods,  chattels,  bonds,  bills, 
specialties,  and  all  other  estate  whatsoever  not  herein,  or  hereby  before  given  or  be¬ 
queathed  unto  my  said  daughter  Anna  Higgs  whom  I  do  hereby  make  sole  executrix 
of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  But  in  regards  my  executrix  is  an  infant,  1  do  hereby 
will  and  desire  and  request  my  loving  friends  Thomas  Voysey,  Clerke,  Richard  Carter, 
the  elder  of  Thatcham,  Yeoman,  John  Pottinger  of  Burghulbury  (Bucklebury),  and 
John  Dash  of  Henwick  that  they  will  take  upon  them  the  probate  of  this  my  last  Will 
&  Testament,  notwithstanding  in  trust,  and  for  the  sole  use,  benefit,  and  behalf  of  Anna 
my  said  daughter.  And  for  their  pains,  and  care,  and  trouble  to  be  taken  and  under¬ 
gone  therein,  I  do  hereby  give  and  bequeath  unto  each  of  them  Twenty  shillings  apiece. 

Item  :  My  Will  and  desire  is  that  my  Mother-in-law  Eleanor  Dibley  will  please 
to  take  upon  her  the  care,  tuition,  boarding,  and  education  of  the  said  Anna  my  daughter, 
and  if  my  said  Mother-in-law  shall  happen  to  die  and  depart  this  life  before  my  said 
daughter  shall  be  either  married,  or  accomplish  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  then 
my  will  and  desire  is  that  my  sister-in-law  Joane  Basford  will  take  upon  her  the  care, 
tuition  and  education  of  my  said  daughter  to  whom  1  do  hereby  allow  for  her  meat, 

*  Richard  Atfield  was  a  relative  of  Nicholas  Higgs’s  wife.  A  John  Attfeild’s  name  appears  in  the  Court 
Leet  held  at  Newbury,  ib-ti  ;  also  that  of  “  Widdow”  Attfield  (Money’s  ‘  History  of  Newbury  ’,  ff.  256  and  258). 
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drink,  apparel,  schooling,  and  education  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  a  year  to  be  paid 
out  of  my  yearly  Rents,  and  profits,  of  the  said  mortgage,  herein  before  mentioned  and 
the  residue  and  remainder  of  the  said  mortgage  to  be  managed  and  improved  to  the  best 
use,  benefit  and  advantage  of  my  said  daughter  by  them  the  said  Thomas  Voysey, 
Richard  Carter,  John  Spicer,  John  Pottinger  and  John  Dash  whom  I  nominate 
and  appoint  and  do  hereby  intreat  to  be  Overseers  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament, 
and  1  do*  hereby  give  full  power  and  authority  unto  my  said  Overseers  above  named 
to  arrest,  sue,  imprison  and  implead,  as  also  to  compound  and  agree  with  any  person, 
or  persons,  that  are  and  stands  indebted  unto  me,  or  were  indebted  unto  Griefith 
Higgs,  Doctor  in  Divinity  deceased,  Uncle  of  me  the  said  Nicholas  Higgs,  one  of  his 
executors  and  to  sue,  arrest  and  implead  the  other  executor  of  the  said  Doctor  Higgs 
for  a  true  account.  And  to  do  therein  as  they  shall  be  advised  by  Council.  And  I  do 
hereby  allow  my  said  Overseers  to  defaulk  and  deduct  to  themselves  all  necessary  and 
reasonable  charges  and  expenses  that  shall  be  expended  by  them  therein  over  and  above 
and  besides  the  legacies  hereinbefore  given  them. 


In  Witness  whereof  I  the  said  Nicholas  Higgs  to  this 
my  present  last  Will  and  Testament  have  set  my  hand  and 
seal  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 


Signed  and  Sealed,  published  and  declared  to  be  the  last 
Will  and  Testament  of  the  written  named  Nicholas  Higgs  in 
the  presence  of — 


R.  TURNER. 
ROBERT  SMEATON. 


It  is  of  interest  to  note  Nicholas  Higgs’s  choice  of  overseers  to  his  will,  who  were  to 
act  for  his  daughter  Anna,  the  executrix,  until  she  became  of  age.  (She  was  then  barely 
two  years  old  and  an  orphan  when  he  died)  : 

THOMAS  VOYSEY,  Clerke  in  Holy  Orders. 

RICHARD  CARTER,  the  elder  of  Thatcham,  Yeoman. 

JOHN  SPICER  of  Leckhamstead,  Yeoman. 

JOHN  POTTINGER  of  Burghulbury  or  Bucklebury. 

&  JOHN  DASH  of  Henwick. 


The  Rev.  Thomas  Voisey,  or  Voysey,  who  was  Vicar  of  Thatcham  from  1657  to 
1662,  was  born  at  Newton  Abbot  in  Devonshire.  He  is  stated  by  Dr.  Calamy  to  have 
been — 

“  A  very  fervent,*  lively,  moving  preacher  and  had  a  surprising  fulness  and  accuracy 
in  prayer.  He  had  great  boldness  in  reproving  sin,  which  in  one  instance  cost  him 
dear.  A  neighbouring  gentleman,  thinking  himself  affronted,  made  him  feel  his  resent¬ 
ment.  He  was  apprehended  for  the  North  Country  Plot  and  committed  to  Reading 
Jail  for  High  Treason.  Being  ordered  to  prepare  for  his  trial  at  Reading  Assizes,  four 
of  his  countrymen  appeared  to  testify  that  instead  of  plotting  in  the  north  he  had  been 


*  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Sarah,  the  former  wife  of  Nicholas  Higgs’s  eldest  brother,  Griffith  Higgs,  who  had 
married  secondly  William  Middleton  of  Sladend  in  Brightwell,  Co.  Berks,  sued  Griffith  Higgs  (her  former 
husband’s  cousin)  and  George  Jemmett,  the  other  executor  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs’s  will  {vide  Chancery  Pro¬ 
ceedings,  1690,  Middleton  v.  Higc.s,  129/22). 
f  ‘  Nonconformist  Memorial  ’,  vol.  i,  p.  295. 


».  n  ,  :  •  , ■ 

: .  (b*»ib  ari  iwd  v  nciiqio  tin  brw  bio  tnn  *v  owj 

.**:  a  >H  fii  s*»r  ,Y  I  -YO  t  >t,V  )H 

.jfohwiwH  io  He/(J  KiM.  * 

!u'  *<l  r;  xkJj  t  <>j  v  jV  inr-l  «i:w  , 


NICHOLAS  HIGGS  AND  ROGER  HIGGS 


69 

preaching  the  Gospel  ol  peace  in  the  west.  The  news  of  their  coming  hindered  his 
enemies  from  bringing  on  the  trial.  The  witnesses  against  him  were  overheard  in  the 
Court  discoursing  of  the  several  sums  of  money  they  had  received  for  the  good  service 
they  were  to  have  done.  From  Reading  he  was  moved  to  Windsor  Castle.  After  fifteen 
months’  imprisonment  Sir  Thomas  (afterwards  Lord)  Clifford,  whose  fellow  collegiate 
Mr.  Voysey  had  been,  accidentally  hearing  of  his  hard  case  at  the  secretary’s  office, 
procured  his  release.  Being  at  liberty,  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  preaching 
as  he  had  opportunity  ”. 

After  Mr.  Voisey  had  been  discharged  from  prison  he  did  not  resume  His  functions 
at  lhatcham.  He  is  mentioned  by  Dr.  Cal amy  as  having  been  one  of  the  2000  ministers 
ejected  from  the  Church  of  England.  Among  the  Thatcham  documents  in  a  deed  dated 
20  January,  1663,  which  was  a  conveyance  to  fifteen  inhabitants  in  Thatcham,  the  name 
of  Bartholomew  Springett,  Vicar,  is  mentioned,  he  being  one  of  the  fifteen. 

As  Nicholas  Higgs  dated  his  will  10  August,  1665,  when  dying,  it  is  evident  that 
Mr.  Voisey,  who  had  ceased  to  be  vicar  in  1662,  and  who  had  returned  to  his  birthplace 
in  Devonshire,  must  have  been  a  very  intimate  friend  of  Nicholas  Higgs  during  his 
incumbency  for  him  to  name  him  as  one  of  those  to  act  as  overseers  of  his  will  and  as 
guardian  to  his  little  daughter  Ann. 

Richard  Carter,  the  elder,  of  Thatcham,  yeoman,  was  no  doubt  the  same  Richard 
Carter  who,  as  the  local  attorney,  had  acted  in  the  case  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  elder’s 
will. 

John  Spicer  of  Leckhampstead,  yeoman,  was  no  doubt  of  the  same  family  of  Spicer, 
if  not  the  same  John  Spicer  whose  name  appears  in  a  Court  Roll  of  the  Manor  of  Henwick, 
with  the  names  of  William  Dibley  and  George  Mortimer  under  date  16  October,  1700. 

John  Pottinger  of  Burghulbury  or  Bucklebury  was  no  doubt  the  same  John 
Pottinge  r  who  was  overseer  of  the  will  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  elder  of  Henwick. 

And  lastly  John  Dash,  who  belonged  to  a  family  long  seated  in  Thatcham.  A  John 
Dash  was  churchwarden  in  1573,  whilst  another  John  Dash  was  churchwarden  in  1688, 
i(>gu  and  1691,  and  in  all  probability  this  very  man  was  also  one  of  the  jurors  of  a  Court 
of  the  Manor  of  Henwick  held  19  October,  1670. 

Before  passing  on  to  the  next  generation  of  Higgses  in  Thatcham,  the  two  short  wills 
of  Nicholas  Higgs,  the  younger’s  sisters,  Ann  and  Margaret,  are  decidedly  interesting, 
and  throw  further  light  upon  the  family  at  this  time  and  their  kinsfolk. 

Hie  eldest  sister,  Anne,  had  gone  to  Shiplake,  and  it  may  be,  resided  there  with  her 
uncle  Walter  Christmas,  or  with  her  cousins  the  J emmetts  of  Crowsley  Farm.  She 
died  in  Shiplake  and  was  no  doubt  interred  there.  Her  will  is  dated  21  August,  1665, 
and  the  original  is  hied  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Oxon,  P.P.R.  London.  An  abstract 
of  same  reads  as  follows  : 

a. D.  1665.  Aug.  21.  Ann  Higges  of  Shiplake,  Co.  Oxon.,  Spinster. 

Item:  To  “  Four  weedos  ”  (widows)  20/-. 

Item  :  To  “  Cosen  Waltar  Jemate's  six  children  2/6 d  apeece.” 

Item  :  To  “  Ann  Benwell  and  Mary  Parker  2 /btl  apeece.” 

Item:  “  I  give  12/-  to  be  bestowed  upon  four  sugar  loves  which  I  give  to  Mrs. 

Steevens  ;  my  cosenes  Waltar’s  wife  ;  my  cosen  George’s  wife 
(J emmet),  and  William  Adkine’s  wife.” 

Item  :  “  To  my  ounckill  Waltar  Christmas  to  [two]  chilldren  2/6 d  apeece.” 

Item  :  “  To  cosen  Jone  Piggott  my  best  hat  etc.” 

Item  :  "  To  cosen  Waltar’s  wife  a  suite.” 

Item  :  “To  Cosen  Mary  Lucy  a  petty  coat.” 

Item  :  “  To  Cosen  Annes  Jemat  one  silver  thimbell  etc.” 

Item  :  “  To  Sisley  Symones  one  Hollan  handcarchar.  Goddau.” 

Item  :  “  To  Ann  Corddary,  a  mantell  value  10/-.” 

Item  :  “  To  Cosen  George  Jemmat  Junr.  2/6 d.” 
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Item  :  "  To  the  widow  Huse  (or  Howes)  of  Thacham  one  clocked  handcarchar.” 

Item  :  “  To  my  brother  Nicholas’  dafter  [daughter]  Ann  2/6 d.” 

Item  :  “  To  brother  Waltar  Higges  and  sister  Sara  £12  and  odd  money,  which  is 

due  from  Mr.  Paten  of  Milten  for  interest  of  money,  if  it  can  be  gotten 

equally  between  them.” 

Item  :  “  The  residue  to  be  divided  between  my  three  youngest  sistares  Jone,  Marey 
and  Margaret.” 

“  My  Ounckill  Walter  Christmas  of  Henly,  Co.  Oxon  Malstar  to  be  Executor. 

“  Cosen  Walter  Jemmat  and  -cosen  George  Jemmat  to  be  Overseers  to 
whom  1  give  5/-  each. 

Witnesses:  WALTER  CHRISTMAS. 

WALTER  JEMMOTT. 

An  Inventory  was  taken  on  the  4th  day  of  May  1666,  by  Walter  Jemott  and 
George  Jemmatt — Total  value  £82.0.0. 

Exhibited  and  sworn  by  executor,  21  August  1666. 

THE  WILL  OF  MARGARET  HIGGS  OF  HENWICK  IN  THE  PARISH  OF 
THATCHAM  (SPINSTER) — Daughter  of  Nicholas  Higgs,  the  Elder,  and 
Sister  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  Younger  of  Henwick. 

Dated  29  May,  1673.  Proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury , 

September,  1673.  Ref.  “  Pye  ”,  fo.  114.  Somerset  House. 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen.  The  nine  and  twentieth  day  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  Our  Lord  God,  One  thousand,  six  hundred  and  seventy  three.  I,  Margaret  Higgs 
of  Henwick,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Spinster,  revoking  all 
former  Wills  by  me  made  heretofore,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  Will  &  Testament 
in  manner  and  form  following  : — 

First — I  give  and  bequeath  my  Soul  into  the  Hands  of  Almighty  God  my  Creator, 
trusting  assuredly  to  be  saved  by  the  merits  and  mediation  of  my  Saviour  Jesus  Christ, 
through  the  Sanctification  of  the  Spirit  :  And  my  body  to  the  Earth  from  whence  it 
was  taken  to  be  decently  buried  by  my  executrix  hereafter  named  :  As  for  my  worldly 
estate  I  dispose  of  it  as  followeth  : — - 

Imprimis  :  1  give  to  my  brother-in-law  Richard  Smith  one  shilling. 

Item  :  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  Sister  Sarah’s  four  children  Twenty  Pounds 
(that  is  five  pounds  apiece)  to  be  paid  within  one  year  after  my  decease.  And  if  it 
happen  any  of  them  to  die  before  the  time  to  the  survivors  of  them. 

Item  :  I  give  to  my  Cousin  Mary,  my  thimble  and  to  my  Cousin  Sarah  my  silver 
bodkin  also. 

Item  :  I  give  to  my  Cousin  Hannah,*  the  daughter  of  my  brother  Nicholas  my 
Gold  Ring. 

Item  :  I  give  to  my  brother  Griffith’s  childf — Five  shillings.  All  the  rest  of 
my  goods  (my  funeral  expenses  and  my  legacies  paid)  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sister 
Joane,  whom  1  do  make  my  sole  Executrix  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

And  I  desire  my  loving  friends — -John  Dash  and  John  Spicer  to  be  mine  Overseers  of 
this  my  last  Will  and  Testament. 

In  Witness  thereof  1  have  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

X  The  Mark  of  MARGARET  HIGGS. 

I,  Margaret  Higgs  do  declare  and  publish  this  to  be  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in 
the  presence  of 

JOHN  DASH. 

'JANE  DASH. 

JOHN  I  REMONGER. 

*  The  use  of  the  word  “  cousin  ”  at  this  period  meant  relative. 

f  Griffith,  son  of  Griffith  and  Sakaii  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  who  administered  his  uncle  Walter  Higgs’s 
estate  (twenty-two  years  after  Walter  Higgs’s  decease  in  i(>6 9,  at  Thatcham),  17  November,  1691,  was  evidently 
born  at  the  date  of  Margaret  Higgs  (his  aunt)  making  her  will,  29  May,  1673,  and  probably  some  years  before. 
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Coming  to  the  next  generation  ol  Higgs  in  Thatcham  we  find  Roger  engaged  in  the 
business  of  coopering.  His  parentage  is  indeed  shrouded  in  a  mystery,  which  some 
thirty  years  of  research  have  failed  to  give  the  answer  to  such  questions  as — - 

(1)  Was  he  the  son  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  younger  of  Henwick,  by  Ann,  the  daughter 
of  Roger  Dibley  ? 

(2)  Was  he  a  son  of  Griffith  Higgs,  the  eldest  brother  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the 
younger  of  Henwick,  who  lived  at  South  Stoke  ? 

(3)  Did  he  settle  in  Thatcham  from  Basildon,  where  many  of  the  Higgses  of  that 
place  were  engaged  in  the  then  remunerative  business  of  coopering  ? 

(4)  Was  he  the  Roger  Higgs,  the  son  of  Roger  Higgs  the  brother  of  Nicholas 
Higgs  of  London,  who  died  there  in  1665  ? 

(5)  Was  he  a  son  of  Walter  or  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Thatcham  ? 

Or  (6)  was  he  the  Roger,  son  of  Roger  Higgs  and  Ann  Carson  of  Bucklebury, 
baptized  there  25  January,  1661  ? 

Some  day  perhaps  some  genealogist  may  definitely  be  able  to  say.  Unquestionably 
he  was  of  the  same  family,  as  all  these  Higgses  in  Berkshire  and  Oxfordshire  (some  of 
whom  had  migrated  to  London)  were  closely  related. 

No  record  exists  of  his  marriage  in  the  Thatcham  Parish  Registers,  which  must  have 
taken  place  somewhere  about  the  year  1689.  There  were  four  children  born  to  him, 
though  his  wife’s  name  is  not  given,  and  these  were  baptized  or  buried  at  Thatcham 
Parish  Church  as  follows  : 

(1)  Roger  Higgs,  baptized  12  June,  1690,  and  buried  two  days  later.  At  the  entry  of 

his  baptism  his  father’s  name  is  misspelt  “  Hicks  ”. 

(2)  Mary,  baptized  2(>  July,  1691.  (Here  the  entry  is  distinctly  given  as  a  daughter  of 

Roger  Higgs.) 

(3)  “  A  son  of  Roger  Higgs  ”,  baptized,  no  name  being  given,  1  June,  1694. 

(4)  William,  “  son  of  Roger  Higgs,  Cowper  ”,  buried  14  July,  1894. 

There  was  probably  another  son  of  this  name  born  later,  as  we  find  a  William  Higgs 
living  in  Thatcham  in  1722,  baptizing  his  son  by  the  name  of  Henry  in  December  of 

that  year,  and  also  burying  another  son,  Thomas,  in  the  churchyard  on  8  July,  1723, 

and  having  a  daughter  baptized  Hannaii  21  May,  1724.  This  William  Higgs  is,  with 
little  doubt,  the  same  William  Higgs  whose  name  we  find  subscribed  as  a  witness  to  a 
Nonconformist  Meeting  House  Certificate*  under  date  of  17  August,  1803,  licensing  the 
house  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Baily,  and  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John  Barfield,  for  religious 
worship  and  for  the  use  of  His  Majesty’s  Protestant  subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church 
of  England,  according  to  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
late  Sovereigns  King  William  and  Oueen  Mary,  entitled  “  An  Act  for  Exempting 
their  Majesty’s  Protestant  subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England  from  the 
Penalties  of  Certain  Laws”.  This  certificate  was  witnessed  by  Jno.  Barfield,  John 
Joyce  (no  doubt  a  descendant  of  the  same  family  as  the  Richard  Joyes,  or  Joyce,  of 
Henwick,  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  will  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  elder  of  Henwick, 
1657),  William  Higgs  and  Sampson  Higgs. 

Likewise,  this  William  Higgs’s  name  appears  upon  a  similar  certificate,  under  date 
ol  1  December,  1804,  licensing  a  building  especially  erected  in  Thatcham  as  a  meeting 
house,  and  vested  in  the  names  of  the  Rev.  John  Winter,  the  Rev.  Robert  Sloper  ; 
Thomas  Wilson,  Esqre. ;  Thomas  Pei.latt,  Esqre. ;  Samuel  Toomek,  Esqre. ;  William 
Graham,  linendraper  ;  Joseph  Toomer,  ironmonger;  Benjamin  Fuller,  stationer; 
William  Leach,  gentleman;  Valentine  Leach,  linendraper;  John  Berry,  gentleman  ; 
Thomas  Tanner,  gentleman;  and  John  Barfield,  gentleman;  and  their  heirs  ;  being 


*  ‘  Thatcham  and  Berks  and  its  Manors  ’,  by  Samuel  Barfield. 
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witnessed  by  Jno.  Barfield,  Elizabeth  Barfield,  Thomas  Pocock,  William  Pocock, 
Joshua  Cook,  Rebekah  Cook,  John  Joyce,  Sampson  Higgs,  William  Higgs,  Mary 
Higgs,  Ann  Higgs,  Danel  Fasett,  sen.,  Danel  Fasett,  jun.,  Jonathan  Fosester, 
John  Fidler,  William  Woodward,  Ann  Nisbet,  Elizabeth  Nisbet,  Eli.  Blagrave 
and  Sophie  Blagrave. 

Roger  Higgs  died  at  Thatcham  in  1730  and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  on  27 
October. 

No  record  of  Roger  Higgs’s  will  has  been  found. 
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CHAPTER  VI 


James  Higgs,  Adam  Higgs,  and  Samson  Higgs 

It  would  seem  from  a  careful  search  of  the  parish  records  at  Thatcham  that  the 
unnamed  “  son  of  Roger  Higgs  ”  mentioned  in  the  last  chapter  as  having  been  so 
baptized  on  i  June,  1694,  was  one  James  Higgs,  who  also  followed  the  business  of 
coopering,  and  who  is  mentioned  as  marrying  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  William  Coggs 
of  Henwick  on  2  November,  1721,  then  aged  twenty-five,  she  having  been  baptized  at 
Thatcham  Parish  Church  17  January,  1696.  This  James  Higgs  was,  with  little  doubt, 
brother  to  William  Higgs  mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  and  from  this  marriage 
the  line  of  descent  is  completely  established  down  to  the  twentieth  century.  Religious 
persecution  still  raged  throughout  the  country.  The  “  swing  of  the  pendulum  "  from 
the  strict  Puritanism  of  the  seventeenth  century — when  those  of  other  views  had  suffered 
at  their  hands,  and  wanton  destruction  of  art,  ecclesiastical  buildings,  and  sacred 
symbolism,  had  been  rife — now  swung  back  to  a  worse  state  of  affairs  in  the  Church,  as 
the  people  became  indifferent  to  religious  thought  and  worship.  During  the  Common¬ 
wealth  it  had  been  a  crime  for  a  man  to  even  shave  on  Sunday.  Now  the  reaction  had 
set  in,  and  Sunday  trading  even  became  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  and  so  bad 
did  things  become  in  Thatcham  in  the  matter  of  Sunday  observance,  both  in  trading 
and  public  worship  at  church,  that  we  find  a  strong  effort  was  made  to  enforce  the  laws, 
and  a  Declaration  was  drawn  up  and  signed  by  the  vicar,  the  churchwarden,  two  ol  the 
magistrates,  and  Messrs.  Richard  and  Henry  Tull,  which  was  worded  as  follows  : 

“  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  do  hereby  declare  that  it  is  our  wish  and 
desire  that  the  practice  of  buying  and  selling,  and  exposing  goods  for  sale  on,  and  other¬ 
wise  profaning,  the  Lord’s  Day  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks., 
should  from  henceforth  be  prohibited,  and  the  several  Laws  made  for  the  due  observation 
of  the  Sabbath  be  enforced,  and  carried  into  execution  against  all  persons  who  shall  be 
found  offending  against  such  Laws.  And  we  do  mutually  agree  to  use,  and  exert  our 
utmost  efforts  and  influence  in  endeavouring  to  suppress  and  prevent  such  offences 
from  being  committed  in  future  in  the  said  Parish. 

(Signed)  JAMES  CROFT,  (ireenham  Lodge 

ARCHER  THOMPSON,  Vicar  of  Thatcham 
RICHARD  TULL 
HENRY  TULL 
WILLIAM  POYNTZ 
&  JOHN  PLAY.” 


Mr.  Croft  and  Mr.  Poyntz  were  the  magistrates  residing  respectively  at  (Ireenham 
and  Midgham  ;  Mr.  Richard  Tull  and  Mr.  Henry  Tull  were  the  owners  of  Crookham 
House  and  lands,  and  of  Chamberhouse  Manor,  and  Mr.  John  Blay  was  churchwarden 
from  1809-1826. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1809,  or  later,  that  this  effort  was  made,  and  for  nearly  a 
century  matters  had  been  growing  worse,  'the  Rev.  John  Cock  had  succeeded  Mr. 
Bartholomew  Spkingett  as  vicar  in  1687,  and  continued  as  such  until  1723,  and  it 
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was  he,  no  doubt,  who  united  in  holy  matrimony  James  Higgs  and  Hannah  Coggs. 
During  Mr.  Springett’s  incumbency  lawlessness  seems  to  have  abounded  in  the  district, 
and  in  the  churchwardens’  reports  to  the  Bishop  we  find  church  affairs  much  neglected, 
and  from  their  own  words  at  this  time  we  learn  the  following  : 

(1)  That  “  The  Mother  Church  had  been  a  long  time  out  of  repair 

(2)  That  many  were  reported — “  For  not  coming  to  Church  in  time  for  Divine  Service 

(3)  That  others  were  reported — “  For  making  a  disturbance  in  our  church  in  time  of 
Divine  Service 

(4)  That  one  William  Coombes  was  reported  “  For  not  paying  his  Midgham  Church 
rate 

(5)  That  various  illegitimate  children  were  born  in  the  parish. 

Dr.  Seth  Ward,  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese  from  1667  to  1688,  is  reputed  to  have  been 
“  both  diligent  and  methodical  ”,  as  well  as  anxious  to  learn  the  real  condition  of  affairs 
throughout  his  jurisdiction.  It  is,  however,  related  of  him  that  he  carried  out  in  all 
their  rigour  not  only  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  but  also  the  various  Penal 
Acts,  passed  just  before  his  episcopate,  against  various  bodies  of  nonconformists.* 

In  i668f  the  Commons  believing  that — under  colour  of  easing  the  Presbyterians — 
the  King  intended  to  obtain  a  general  indulgence  for  all  Nonconformists,  including  the 
Roman  Catholics,  presented  an  address  praying  him  to  enforce  the  laws  against  conven¬ 
ticles,  and  to  so  preserve  the  Peace  against  all  unlawful  assemblies  of  papists  and  non¬ 
conformists.” 


From  various  subsequent  churchwardens’  reports  it  is  evident  that  many  were 
reported  for  not  paying  their  Church  Rates  or  taxes  and  no  doubt  there  was  a  good  deal 
of  hard  feeling  caused  by  the  endeavour  to  enforce  payments  from  the  people  in  connection 
with  religious  matters.  Those  who  still  clung  to  the  Puritan  ideas  and  were,  no  doubt, 
sincerely  devout,  formed  various  bodies  for  religious  worship,  and  many  broke  away 
from  the  Established  Church,  and  its  jurisdiction,  joining  such  branches  of  nonconformity 
as  the  Baptists,  the  Independents,  the  Presbyterians,  and  those  who  later  styled  them¬ 
selves  as  “  Of  Lady  Huntingdon’s  Connexion  ”  (or  the  Reformed  Episcopal  Church), 
and  ere  such  decisions  were  made,  there  were  some  who,  no  doubt,  openly  rebelled  by 
”  making  a  disturbance  during  Divine  service  ”  in  the  church  against  practices  in  the 
form  of  service,  which  they  considered  savoured  of  Romish  doctrine,  and  a  return 
to  prior  Reformation  days,  whilst  many  no  doubt  ignored  altogether  religious  thought 
and  public  worship,  with  the  result  that  it  became  necessary  in  the  beginning  of  the 
nineteenth  century  for  the  local  authorities  to  issue  the  Declaration  referred  to  in  order 
to  curb  Sunday  trading  in  Thatcham,  and  to  remind  the  people  of  the  Laws  of  the  Realm 
in  this  respect. 

Among  those  who  had  openly  rebelled  in  Thatcham  Church  during  the  hours  of 
Divine  Service  in  1683  was  one  Richard  Coges,  or  Coggs.  The  Coggs,  Cogges,  or 
Coges  family  was  one  long  connected  with  Thatcham.  One  of  the  first  entries  in  the 
parish  register  of  marriages  is  of  this  family,  and  which  reads  as  follows  : 

1587.  October  9,  Thomas  Cogges  and  Joan 
And  again  in — 

“  1654.  Thomas  Cogges  and  Grace  Mason  of  Thacham  had  their  bonds  of  matri¬ 
mony  published  three  sev’all  Lords  dayes  in  the  Parisli  Church  of  Thacham  aforesaid, 
the  first  day  of  publication  beinge  ye  third  day  of  December.” 

file  witnesses  to  this  marriage  were  Hume.  Dolman,  his  signature  being  by  itself ; 
also  (Tuos.)  Dolman  and  Babthorpe  the  Registrar. 


*  ‘  Diocesan  History  of  Salisbury,’  by  Rev.  W.  H.  Jones,  M.A.,  E'.S.A.,  p.  238. 
t  See  ‘  House  of  Lords’  Reports,  Domestic  Series  ’. 
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PEDIGREE  of  COG<JES,er  COQQS,  of  HEM  WICK  parish  of  THATCH  AM  BERKS 

SNOWING  the  Ancestry  of.  Hannah  wi&  of  Janes  e/gos 

cf  Coen  Ash j  Toy  //ENW/cee  in  Che  far-ish.  of  TEHTC/TAM. 


THOMAS  COQGES 
of  Hen  wick 

kir  at  Turn  HAM  2  7Feb  I  to) 


JOAN  ...... 

mam  at-  Thatch  am,  9  Oct.  1 587 
Jour  ibere  1 0  5  EPT.  1597 


THOMAS  COGGSyANN.7.  .  .  ..'jOHAN  'MARY  =  JOHN  FULLBROOKE 


of  The  fsrish  of 

Thatchhn. 
bapE  2  7.  NOV. 1 590. 


Imr  at  THATCH  AT]  bapt.  I5SEPT.  bajutat 

22  JUNE  1^40  I  59 3.  th/ttcham 

bTTHATCHAM  I  March 
Vi ur  Ipere  I  0  OO 

IOSEPTI59rg0^re 

I  6,28. 


THOMAS  COGGS 

of  The  fansh  of 

THA  TCHAM. 


JANE  SAUNDERS  'PHILLIP  1  RICHARD  = 

to.-.  t&TH/rrcHm  COGGS  COGGS 

17  FEB.  1644  'bapt  2  JULY  bapbat 

—  Tub  mar  secondly  |  (^c)  j  THATCH  AM 

GRACE  MASON  JThatchaa  9dec}625 

in  I  6  <54  Gk  b  yvas 
hue  <slT  THATCHAM  ' 

4-  March  1 661 


“THOMSON”  LEE 

•mar  qH7hatcham. 

5  JULY  1646 

Id llt\  t  bet'll 

10  May  l66l.. 


'THOMAS1  JOHN 'GILES  NEHEMIAH  'RICHARD  'THOMAS  'WILLIAIAfUZABBH 
COGGS  COGGS  COGGS  COGGS  COGGS  COGGS  COGGS 

of  7// A 71'// AM  of  THATCH  AM.  ofTAAICHM f7HA TCHAM  of  THATCHAM  ofjAAR'HAM.  of Ee/VYHCA 


bapt.  at 

Thatch  am 
2  9  NOV. 
t  645 


bapt  at 

THATCHAM 

18  FEB 

1647 


b  apt  at 

THATCHAM 


mamed 

and 

lep 

issue 


ba>hP  ?erc  be  was  retorted. 

2  5  APR  I647  by  ^be  Vicar 
IQ  crpr  Tnar.  Ibere  M&SPRIN6E.TT 

0  ^  '  1  AN  [\|  F  Ur-  7  . 

1653  BEN  N  ETT  fr  ™a£l722  * 

8  A  PR  1672  fTktrCh 

by  whom  pe  Church  during 
left  issue  the  hours  cf 
tuned  ah  divine  ServNe' 

Thatcham  ln  1685 

6  Apr  1 676  be  mar  at 

THATCHAM  2  A  JAN. 

1661  JOANE  HE.WES 


bapt  at 

Thatcham 
I  March 

I  6S 8 


Vide 


•NEHEMIAH  COGGS  'HANNAH* 

of  Thatcham  La  LI  1 7  Jan 

Labi  llere  I9XIec!686  1  6c> 6 
PEDIGREE  T  Thatcham 

oj Higgs  of  Sl/LMMPSTEM).  T,an  thZe 

Part  ft.  Usolr-N/ggs  o/Bcrksh/rc.  2  NOV.  1721 


JUSTICE 

Tuar  at 
BRAVE/ ELD 
Co.  Behhs 
gOAPKIL 
16  8  5. 
She  was  in 
dtlhroha- 
hilitu  aoGu 
ofW\\ LLIAV4 
JU3TlStT*4o 
7723r  JOANE. 

Langley 

of 

Basildon 

BRADFIELD 
2o  Nov. 
I669 


JAMES  HIGGS 

of  Coen  Ns  H  hy 
Nenw/ch  in  /he 
har.  of  THA  TCHAM 
Pur  at  Thatcham 

19  July  1763, 


Wit 
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It  may  be  that  this  Richard  Coggs,  who  was  fined  for  the  disturbance  he  had  made 
in  the  church  in  1683,  and  was  no  doubt  Hannah  Higgs's  uncle,  was  one  of  those  who 
had  become  incensed  by  the  “  swing  of  the  pendulum  ”  after  the  Reformation  back  to 
the  practices  which  savoured  of  the  old  forms  of  religious  worship  in  the  State  Church. 
Trouble  was  rampant  throughout  the  country,  because  men  were  prevented  from  wor¬ 
shipping  as  they  individually,  or  collectively,  felt  to  be  right.  There  was  no  freedom 
in  religious  thought,  as  is  now  largely  permitted,  one  sect  persecuting  the  other  to  the 
limit  of  its  power,  and  it  seems  that  it  has  taken  several  generations  for  men  to  become 
of  broader  vision,  and  to  realize — in  their  mistaken  zeal  for  certain  views  of  religious 
thought  and  doctrine — that  the  words  of  old,  “  Saul,  Saul,  why  persecutest  thou  Me  ? 

— have  a  Divine  message  of  true  Christianity  for  observance  to  all  posterity.  And,  even 
in  the  twentieth  century,  that  message  and  teaching  is,  in  many  quarters  of  the  so-called 
Christian  Church,  seemingly  little  understood,  and  the  same  fatal  mistake  is  being  made 
by  many  sincere  men  in  their  fidelity  to  their  own  particular  views,  rather  than  to  the 
true  ethics  of  Christianity. 

It  would  seem  that  James  Higgs  was  the  first  of  his  family  to  break  away  from  the 
Established  Church,  in  all  probability  through  the  influence  of  his  wife.  Whilst,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  law  of  the  land,  their  marriage  had  to  be  solemnized  in  the  Parish  Church,  it 
was  not  there  that  their  children  were  taken  for  baptism,  as  some  of  their  children  were 
taken  by  the  parents  over  to  the  Meeting  House  of  the  Independents  at  Newbury  and 
there  registered.  This  Meeting  House  in  Newbury  had  been  built  just  four  years  before 
their  marriage,  and  was  licensed  for  public  worship  in  1717.  It  continued  to  be  used 
as  such  until  1822,  when  the  old  building — being  much  out  of  repair — was  pulled  down, 
and  the  present  Independent  Chapel  was  erected  upon  its  site,  the  foundation  stone  of 
which  was  laid  4  June  in  that  year,  by  the  Rev.  John  Winter,  in  whose  name,  with 
others,  the  Independent  Meeting  House  at  Thatcham  had  been  vested  1  December, 
1804.  There  were  earlier  dissenting  places  of  worship  in  Newbury.  The  Presbyterians 
had  a  meeting  house  in  Bartholomew  Street  in  1696,  where  they  gathered  in  the  home 
of  the  Rev.  William  Taylor,  removing  to  a  site  near  the  river,  on  the  east  side  of  North- 
brooke,  in  the  following  year.  The  Baptists  had  a  meeting  house  in  1702,  whilst  two 
years  earlier  the  dwelling  house  of  Mrs.  Mary  Woodbridge,  widow  of  the  Rev.  Ben¬ 
jamin  Woodbridge,  and  also  the  dwelling  house  of  Mr.  Thomas  Hunt,  had  both  been 
certified  (in  January,  1700)  as  authorized  places  for  worship  by  dissenters.  In  the 
following  April  yet  another  dwelling  house  was  certified  for  this  purpose,  namely,  that 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Houghton,  widow.  The  Quakers  also  had  a  meeting 
house  in  1701,  whereas  before  that  date  they  had  given  continuous  trouble  to  the 
authorities  for  non-attendance  at  the  authorized  churches  for  worship,  and  many  of 
them  were  committed  to  prison.  Among  these  the  following  list  of  names  as  offenders 
in  1683  may  be  of  interest  : 


“  Robert  Wilson  ;  Thomas  Marsh  ;  Richard  Browne  ;  John  Gray*  ;  John 
Johns  ;  Robert  Johns  ;  John  Plant,  junr.  ;  Edward  Mills  ;  Joseph  Gray  ; 
Benjamin  Gray  ;  Wm.  Tovey  ;  John  Wayerman  ;  William  Mills,  junr.  ;  Robert 
Cox  ;  Edward  Avelyn  and  Thomas  Johns.” 

In  1684  :  William  White,  grocer,  and  his  wife  ;  Robert  Gosling,  junr.,  and  his 
wife  ;  John  Hill,  grocer,  and  his  wife  ;  Widdow  Chyld  ;  Matthew  Hill  ;  Richard 
Hutchins,  jun.  ;  Richard  Eeinch  ;  Prudence,  wife  of  John  Strong  ;  Sarah,  wife 
of  Joseph  Gray  ;  and  many  others  too  numerous  to  mention  here,  were  committed  for— 
“  Not  repairing  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Newbury  to  heare  Divine  Service  and 
Sermon  upon  the  two  last  Lord’s  Dayes  com'only  called  Sunday,  vizt.  the  5th 
and  12th  dayes  of  this  instant  October.” 


*  Eighty  years  later  a  John  Guay  witnessed  the  will  of  James  Higgs. 
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Many  of  these  people  were  Quakers. 

We  even  find  in  the  same  year,  at  a  Court  held  in  Newbury,  in  April,  1684,  the 
following  order  in  the  records  of  that  Court  : 

“  Alsoe  that  Anne  Hodson,  widdow,  and  Thomas  fflaggott,  their  several  Ale¬ 
houses  he  suppressed,  for  that  they — -nor  either  of  them — have  received  the  Sacrament 
of  the  Lord’s  Supper  According  to  the  Liturgie  of  the  Church  of  England  within  XI J 
[12J  months  past.” 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  people  of  the  land  rebelled  against  such  coercion  in  religious 
matters  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  its  effect  was  bitterness  and  strife,  and  the 
authorities— finding  out  how  impossible  it  was  to  Joyce  the  people  by  imprisonment  and 
persecution  to  attend  the  State  Church  against  their  consciences  and  religious  views 
gave  permission  for  the  various  dissenting  bodies  to  worship  in  private  dwellings  and 
meeting  houses  licensed  for  the  purpose.  Thus  it  was  that  we  find  James  Higgs  and 
Hannah  (nee  Coggs),  his  wife,  going  over  from  Thatcham  to  Newbury  to  have  their  son 
Joseph  baptized  and  registered  on  8  October,  1735.  It  will  be  noticed  that  James  and 
Hannah  Higgs  were  married  in  1721,  and  strange  to  say  this  is  the  first  record  of  any 
child  born  of  this  marriage.  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  family  that  “  Joseph  had  another 
brother,  who  left  home  under  a  cloud,  thought  possibly  to  have  been  the  John  Higgs* 
of  Silchester,  in  the  county  of  Hants,  who  died  there  intestate  in  June,  1799,  aged  about 
sixty-six,  and  whose  heirs  were  advertised  for  ”  ;  but  this  has  not  been  proven,  and  the 
only  children  of  James  and  Hannah  Higgs  proven  by  the  independent  registers  and  the 
will  of  James  Higgs  are  as  follows  : 

Joseph,  baptized  at  Newbury  Independent  Meeting  House,  8  October,  1735. 

Adam,!  whose  name  is  not  recorded  in  the  Newbury  register  but  mentioned  by  James 
Higgs  in  his  will. 

Ruth,  baptized  and  registered  at  Newbury  24  November,  1738.  She  married  James 
King  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church  30  December,  1766. 

Charity,  baptized  at  Newbury  15  June,  1741.  She  married  twice  ;  first  to  John  Gooday 
of  Woolhampton  (to  whose  sister  Hannah,  Joseph  Higgs  left  money)  20  August, 
17O4,  and  upon  John  Gooday’s  decease  she  married  IJenjamin  Aldekidge. 

There  was,  however,  another  son,  probably  the  youngest  child,  who  left  home  after 
some  trouble  with  his  father,  after  whom  he  was  named  (vide  “  Higgs  Kamily  of  Sul- 
hampstead  ”,  Part  II). 

James  Higgs  was  buried  in  Thatcham  churchyard  19  July,  1763.  He  made  his  will 
on  the  16th  day  of  that  month  in  the  presence  of  John  Watlin,  John  Gray  and  John 
Hopson,  and  this  was  proved  at  Newbury  22  July  that  year  by  his  widow  Hannah 
and  son  Joseph.  The  will  was  sealed  with  a  Royalist  Memorial  Ring  bearing  the  head 
of  the  Martyr  King  Charles  I  and  the  words  “  Royal  Martyr  ”,  and  was  signed  by  James 
Higgs. 

This  seal  is  most  interesting,  and  was  in  all  probability  one  that  had  been  handed 
down  to  him  from  his  ancestors.  There  is  little  doubt  that  James  Higgs,  though  dis¬ 
senting  from  the  State  Church,  still  clung  to  the  old  traditions,  and  whilst  having  his 
children  registered  in  the  Independent  Meeting  House  at  Newbury,  there  is  evidence 
that  those  children  did  not  all  follow  that  line  of  religious  thought.  The  elder  of  the  two 
sons,  Joseph,  in  fact,  was  very  much  against  his  brother,  Adam,  encouraging  “  the  black- 
coated  men  ”,  as  he  termed  the  dissenting  ministers,  and  so  much  so  that  he  left  his 
money  to  his  kinswoman  Miss  Hannah  Gooday,  sister  of  Charity  Higgs’s  first  husband, 

*  Vide  copy  of  tins  advertisement,  which  appeared  in  the  1  London  Daily  Times  ’,  2  June,  1837,  given  later  in 
this  chapter. 

t  Had  Adam  Higgs’s  name  not  been  mentioned  by  his  father  in  his  will  no  prooj  of  sonship  could  have  been 
established  except  by  old  family  letters  and  deeds  preserved. 
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and  to  her  second  husband,  Benjamin  Alderidge,  a  cordwainer  in  Woolhampton. 
(The  Alderidge  or  Aldridge  family  were  settled  in  Thatcham  as  early  as  1549,  when  one 
John  Aldridge  was  in  occupation  of  a  messuage  in  the  Manor  of  Crookham,  under  the 
tenancy  of  one  John  Goddard,  whose  descendants  for  three  or  four  hundred  years  were 
well  known  in  Crookham,  and  the  neighbourhood,  one  of  whom  it  will  be  seen  married 
the  great-granddaughter  of  Adam  Higgs  in  the  nineteenth  century.)  Strange  to  relate, 
after  Joseph  Higgs’s  decease,  about  1802,  Hannah  Gooday  became  the  wife  of  one  of 
the  Baily  family  of  Newbury*  and  of  Thatcham,  and  it  will  be  remembered  in  the 
preceding  chapter  that  on  17  August,  1803,  the  house  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Baily  was 
licensed  for  religious  worship  of  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  so,  after  all,  Joseph  Higgs’s 
money  left  to  her  was  used  in  the  “  encouragement  of  the  black-coated  men  ”.  Joseph 
Higgs  dated  his  will  27  September,  1795.  It  was  not,  however,  proved  until  25 
March,  1802,  when  his  friends,  George  and  Elizabeth  Peck  of  Newbury,  took  an  affi¬ 
davit  before  the  Commissioner  of  Oaths,  Mr.  H.  S.  Cotton,  verifying  his  signature,  and 
stating  that  they  knew  his  character  well.  He  was  a  bachelor  and  a  recluse,  decidedly 
eccentric,  and  it  is  related f  of  him  that  “  when  he  retired  for  the  night  he  reached  his 
upstairs  room  without  stairs  by  means  of  a  ladder,  and  for  some  years  previous  to  his 
death  slept  in  a  coffin  he  had  made  for  himself  ”.  He  followed  his  father’s  business  of 
coopering,  as  did  his  brother  Adam  Higgs,  but  apparently  the  two  brothers  had  little 
in  common. 

Before  passing  on  to  some  account  of  Adam  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  by  Henwick,  it  may 
be  stated  that  James  Higgs  owned  a  small  property  of  some  fifteen  acres  in  extent, 
bounded  on  the  north  and  nort-east  by  the  road  leading  from  Thatcham  to  Bucklebury, 
on  the  south  and  south-west  by  a  lane  called  “  The  City  Lane  ”  and  cottages  and  gardens 
(in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Witworth  and  Miss  Harman  in  1864),  and  on  the  east  by 
meadow  land  called  “  The  Plat  ”,  which  he  entailed  to  his  two  sons,  Joseph,  whom 
he  termed  as  his  “  dutiful  son  ”,  and  his  son  Adam.  By  his  own  mention  of  Joseph  it 
would  appear  that  Joseph  was  particualrly  devoted  to  his  father,  or  that  they  had  much 
in  common  in  their  views.  Joseph  dying  without  heirs,  the  property  came  to  his  brother 
Adam. 

The  will  of  James  Higgs,  proved  in  1763  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Sarum,  reads  as 
follows  : 

In  the  Name  of  God  Amen.  I,  James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  within  the  Parish  of 
Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Bucket  Maker  (Bent  ware  Maker  and  Cooper)  being 
of  sound  and  disposing  mind  and  memory  and  understanding  do  make,  publish  and 
declare  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  following : — (That  is  to  say) 

First  :  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  loving  wife  and  dutyful  son  Joseph,  all  tfiat  my 
now  dwelling  house,  with  the  outhouses,  offices,  gardens  and  ponds,  and  all  other  my 
messuages,  lands  anti  tenements,  whatsoever  and  wheresoever,  to  hold  them  for  three 
years  from  my  decease,  and  from  and  immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term 
of  three  years  next  after  my  decease,  then  I  give  and  devise  unto  my  son  Adam,  and  his 
heirs  for  ever,  the  East  end  or  east  part  of  my  said  dwellinghouse  with  the  South  part 
of  the  garden  and  orchard  (except  the  buildings  and  outhouses,  offices,  ponds  and  soil 
whereon  they  stand  and  what  is  given  my  said  son  Joseph,  ponds,  at  all  times  convenient 
roads  and  passages  for  wagons,  carts,  horses  and  carriages,  with  loading  of  any  kind  into, 
through,  from  and  over  the  same  to  the  West  end  part  of  the  said  dwellinghouse  and  to 
the  said  buildings,  outhouses  and  offices)  charges  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  also  and 
immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  three  years  after  my  decease — then 

I  give  and  devise  unto  my  said  son  Joseph,  and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body,  lawfully  to 
be  begotten  and  their  heirs  for  ever  ;  and  for  want  of  such  issue— To  my  dutiful 
daughters — Ruth  and  Charity  and  their  heirs  for  ever  as  tenants  in  common. 

*  See  Part  II,  “  The  Baily  Family  ”. 

t  Letter  written  to  W.  Miller  Higgs  from  Mrs.  Maria  Hopson  of  South  End,  Newtown  Road,  Newbury,  Berks, 
dated  19  October,  1897. 


)  \o  *  ini  I  vt  A  io  41110 j  •£  1  (i  y  i  .  q  tru-.v 

lOt  ill  bni,  no<  iutri.ih 


JAMES  HIGGS,  ADAM  HIGGS,  ANI)  SAMSON  HIGGS 


79 


The  West  end,  or  western  part  of  my  said  dwellinghouse  with  all  and  every  the 
shops,  smoke  houses,  stable,  cart  house,  ship  houses,  furnace  and  all  other  buildings,  with 
the  backsides,  working  places,  yards  and  curtilages  and  the  land,  ground  and  soil  whereon 
they  severally  stand  and  are,  and  also  the  North  part  of  the  garden  and  Orchard,  and 
all  other  messuages,  lands,  tenements  whatsoever  and  wheresoever  ;  provided,  never¬ 
theless,  and  it  is  my  Will  and  1  hereby  so  order  that  from  my  decease  until  my  said 
daughters  respective  marriage  they  shall  gratis  have  an  abiding  place  and  home  in  the 
said  West  end  or  part  of  my  said  dwellinghouse. 

And  it  is  also  my  mind  that  in  case  my  said  son  Joseph  shall  go  about  or  attempt 
to  bar  this  entail  that  then  his  devise  shall  immediately  descend  and  go  to  his  said  two 
sisters  in  manner  before  mentioned  as  if  he  were  dead  without  issue  or  barring  the 
entail. 

Also  I  give  to  my  said  two  daughters,  Ruth  anti  Charity,  fifteen  Pounds  apiece 
payable  to  them  or  survivor  of  deceased  legatee  leaving  no  lawful  issue  three  years  next 
after  my  decease. 

And  I  order  fifteen  pounds  part  thereof  to  be  paid  to  my  said  son  Adam  out  of  my 
devise,  to  him  before  he  has  possession  delivered  him  which  1  hereby  order  to  be  detained 
until  such  payment  by  my  executors,  which  may  apply  the  rents  and  profits  in  the  mean¬ 
time  till  raised  towards  paying  my  said  daughters  in  case  my  son  Adam  makes  failure 
in  paying  same. 

And  I  order  Fifteen  Pounds  the  other  part  thereof  to  be  paid  out  of  my  Residue 
by  my  said  wife  and  son  Joseph,  and  also  all  my  Stock,  debts,  goods,  cattle,  chattels 
and  residum.  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  said  wife  and  son  Joseph  in  trust,  in  the 
first  place  to  make  the  most  thereof  for  the  first  three  years  to  divide  and  share  the  then 
stock  and  produce  thereof  (if  any)  equally  between  them  my  said  wife  and  son  Joseph. 
But  my  will  is  that  what  my  said  wife  leaves  at  her  death  shall  be  my  said  son  Joseph’s 
and  I  hereby  so  give  and  order. 

And  lastly,  revoking  every  other  Will  and  testament,  1  hereby  declare  this  to 
be  my  last  Will  and  Testament  and  thereof  make  my  said  wife  and  son  Joseph  joint 
executors. 

In  witness  Whereof— -I  the  said  James  Higgs,  the  testator  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal  this  ifith  day  of  July  1763  in  the  3rd  year  of  King  George,  the 
Third’s  reign. 


Signed,  Sealed  and  Pub¬ 
lished  and  declared  by  the  said 
Testator  in  his  presence  at  his 
request,  and  in  the  presence  of 
each  other  of  us 

JOHN  WATLIN 
JOHN  GRAY 
JOHN  HOPSON. 

Proved  at  Newbury  22nd  July 


It  was  on  23  December,  1753,  that  Adam  Higgs  (ten  years  before  his  father’s  decease) 
married  Mary  Lawrence  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church.  This  was  during  the  incumbency 
of  the  Rev.  Francis  Spaceman,  who  was  vicar  of  Thatcham  from  1723  to  1773,  and  even 
the  State  Church  at  this  time  was  under  the  influence  of  the  strict  Puritanism  which  had 
prevailed  throughout  the  land,  and  as  late  as  1731  Mr.  Spaceman  and  the  churchwardens, 
William  Perry,  Charles  Dibley  and  Francis  Claree,  presented  to  the  archdeacon 
four  persons  named  “  for  shaving  on  the  Sabbath  Day  and  neglecting  Public  Worship  ”. 
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The  Lawrens,  Lawrence  or  Laurence  family  had  long  been  connected  with  Thatcham. 
I  he  first  of  the  name  we  find  mentioned  in  a  Lay  Subsidy  Roll  in  the  time  of  Edward  I, 
when  he  was  one  of  the  largest  property  holders  from  the  rate  levied  upon  him,  namely, 
8s.  8| d.  (only  three  other  persons  being  rated  higher  at  that  time).  This  was  Willelmo 
Lawrens*  or  William  Lawrence.  In  1598  we  find  Thomas  Laurence  as  churchwarden  ; 
in  1608  and  1609-16  the  names  of  John  and  Richard  Laurence  appear  in  the  church 
records  ;  from  1627-42  the  name  of  Vincent  Laurence,  or  Lawrence,  frequently 
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occurs,  and  in  a  Court  Roll  ol  the  Manor  of  Henwiek,  20  October,  1674,  the  name  of 
Bradley  Laurence  appears  ;  whilst  on  13  October,  1676,  the  name  of  Agnes  Lawrence, 
“  juratus  pro  Abery  Street”,  is  so  given  in  that  Court  Roll.  In  the  boundaries  defined 
for  the  District  Chapelryf  of  St.  Mark,  Cold  Ash  (1865),  “  Lawrence  Corner  in  the  middle 
of  Lawrence  Lane  ”  is  given,  and  also  “  Lawrence  Copse  ”,  Cold  Ash,  so  that  this  family 
has  left  its  mark  upon  the  topography  of  this  locality,  and  in  a  deed  dated  7  January, 
1605,  the  name  of  Thomas  Lawrence}:  is  mentioned  as  “  one  of  the  eleven  most  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  the  parish  ”.  During  the  thirteen  years  of  their  married  life  Adam 
Higgs  had  by  his  wife  Mary  Lawrence  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  as  follows  ; 

*  ‘Thatcham,  Berks,  and  its  Manors,’  by  Samuel  Barfield.  Note.—  A  Benjamin  Higgs  married  one  Ei.izaheth 
Lawrence  at  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  12  August,  1799  ( vide  Part  II,  “  Higgs  Family  of  Newbury”), 
f  ‘  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners’  Report,’  vol.  xviii,  p.  562. 
t  1  Thatcham,  Berks  and  its  Manors,’  by  Samuel  Barfield,  vol.  i,  fo.  222. 
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1.  James,  baptized  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church  17  September,  1758.  He  died  a  bachelor 

in  his  twenty-eighth  year  and  was  buried  in  Thatcham  Churchyard  15  June,  1786. 

2.  Samson  Hic.gs  of  Cold  Ash,  by  Henwick,  of  whom  later  (born  1762). 

3.  Joseph  died  a  bachelor,  of  tuberculosis,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 

(1)  Sarah,  baptized  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church  28  December,  1754.  She  died  in  infancy 

and  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  23  July,  1755. 

(2)  Mary,  baptized  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church  31  May,  1756,  she  was  married  at 

Basildon*  in  the  county  of  Berks  (where  a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  had  been 
settled  for  over  two  hundred  years,  closely  related  to  the  Higgs  family  of  South 
Stoke),  25  March,  1778,  to  the  Rev.  John  Bradford,  who  was  curate  at  Midgham 
Church.  Later  in  life  the  Rev.  John  Bradford  dissented  from  the  Church  of 
England  and  became  associated  with  those  known  as  “  of  Lady  Huntingdon’s 
connexion  ”,  being  a  free  church  founded  by  Lady  Huntingdon,  retaining  the 
Episcopal  form  of  service.  He  was  buried  in  Bunhill  Fields  Burial  Ground,  London. 

(3)  Phebe,  baptized  3  August,  1760,  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church.  She  lived  until 

twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  she  died  and  was  buried  in  Thatcham  Churchyard 
5  August,  1782. 

(4)  Patience,  baptized  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church  20  July,  1764.  She  married  one 

Thomas  Angel  and,  like  her  sister  Mary,  her  marriage  took  place  at  Basildon,* 
Co.  Berks  (zr  October,  1793). 

(5)  “  An  infant  child  of  Adam  Higgs  ”,  buried  10  November,  1766,  at  Thatcham,  just 

two  months  after  its  mother’s  decease,  which  took  place  in  September  of  that  year 
when  she  had  been  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  grave  on  the  9th  day  of  that  month. 

Adam  Higgs  was  therefore  left  a  widower  with  six  young  children  (the  eldest  of 
whom  was  but  ten  years  old)  when  his  wife  died.  Adam  had  worked  in  connection 
with  his  father’s  coopering  business,  together,  no  doubt,  with  his  elder  brother  Joseph, 
until  his  father’s  decease  in  1763,  when  the  business  devolved  upon  the  two  sons.  How 
it  was  that  Adam  Higgs  managed  to  look  after  his  business  and  young  motherless  family 
for  the  next  five  years  we  do  not  know,  unless  Mary  Wells,  whom  he  married  on  5 
December,  1771,  kept  house  for  him,  as  his  sister  Charity  had  already  married  John 
Gooday  of  Woolhampton,  and  his  sister  Ruth  married  James  King  three  months 
after  he  lost  his  wife.  It  may  be  that  for  a  while  Miss  Hannah  Gooday,  to  whom  his 
brother  Joseph  left  his  money,  kept  house  for  the  brothers  and  cared  for  Adam  Higgs’s 
young  family. 

Like  the  Lawrences,  the  Wells  family  had  been  long  resident  in  the  parish.  In 
1585  one  Philip  Wells  was  churchwarden  of  Thatcham  Church.  On  13  March,  1618, 
one  Robert  Wells,  with  others,  was  called  upon  to  a  jury  to  consider  the  case  of  an 
annuity  in  connection  with  Heardman’s  Charity  of  1594  !  again  one  Thomas  Wells  was 
churchwarden  in  1717  and  1744,  whilst  one  Richard  Wells  is  mentioned  in  a  Court 
Roll  of  the  Manor  of  Henwick  for  1736  as  a  tenant  in  that  year,  and  in  all  probability 
he  was  the  father  of  Adam  Higgs’s  second  wife,  who  was  born  in  1733.  By  her  he  had 
one  daughter,  who  became  the  wife  of  one  named  Timms.  Adam  Higgs’s  second  wife, 
Mary  Wells,  died  in  1812,  aged  seventy-nine  years,  and  was  buried  at  Thatcham. 
(It  is  worthy  of  note  that  a  John  Wells  was  a  witness  of  the  will  of  James  Higgs  of 
Wallingford,  Co.  Berks,  in  1742,  the  youngest  son  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke, 
Oxon— see  his  Mural  Tablet  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  Chapter  III.) 

Two  years  before  Adam  Higgs’s  second  marriage  to  Mary  Wells,  he  licensed  his 
house  at  Cold  Ash  for  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  to  Protestant  Dissenters  9  April, 
1769,  making  the  restriction  that  “  all  ministers  who  conducted  the  services  of  whatever 
denomination  shall  be  restricted  to  the  use  of  Dr.  Isaac  Watts’s  hymns”.  How  it  was 

*  It  will  be  noted  that  both  Mary  and  Patience  Higgs  were  married  at  Basildon,  Berks,  and  not  in  their  native 
place  as  was  customary.  Basildon  is  a  Berkshire  village  just  across  the  river  and  over  the  downs  from  South  Stoke 
on  the  Oxfordshire  bank.  A  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  was  settled  there  from  the  sixteenth  century,  if  not  earlier 
(see  Part  II,  “Higgs  Family  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks  ”). 
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that  he  came  to  take  this  step  we  do  not  know,  for  up  to  the  time  of  his  first  wife’s 
decease  it  is  evident  that  they  had  both  attended  the  parish  church.  It  was,  however, 
a  fact  that  from  this  date  and  into  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  lawless¬ 
ness  seems  to  have  been  rife  in  Thatcham,  and  as  we  have  previously  recorded,  Sunday 
trading  had  been  becoming  more  and  more  the  practice  of  the  people,  until  it  culminated 
in  1809,  or  thereabouts,  in  the  action  of  the  local  magistrates  and  others  in  taking  steps 
to  see  that  the  laws  in  this  regard  were  respected. 

From  the  following  letter,  written  in  August,  1869,  by  one  of  Adam  Higgs’s  grand¬ 
children,  we  have  a  glimpse  of  his  disposition  and  his  character.  In  writing  to  Mrs. 
John  Hopson  of  Newbury  about  her  grandfather  she  said  :  “  We  children  thought 
Grandfather  a  morose  old  man  ;  no  doubt  we  sadly  tried  him,  living  so  near,  nevertheless, 
he  was  a  Godly  man  and  no  doubt  a  light  in  that  dark  spot.” 

Unquestionably  he  was  a  most  devout  and  upright  man,  decidedly  Puritanical  in 
his  views  of  religious  thought,  yet  broad-minded  enough  to  have  his  house  licensed  for 
the  use  of  all  dissenters — not  confining  its  use  to  either  Independents,  Baptists  or  Pres¬ 
byterians — yet  restricting  all  such  meetings  for  worship  to  the  use  of  Watts’s  hymns. 
To  a  grandchild  he  would  no  doubt  appear  morose,  and  in  his  latter  days  the  life  of  young 
people  perhaps  unduly  tried  him.  In  forming  any  just  opinion  as  to  the  characters  of  our 
ancestors,  it  is  essential  to  know  the  times  in  which  they  lived  their  lives,  the  influences  under 
which  they  came,  the  difficulties  and  trials  they  were  called  upon  to  endure,  together  with  the 
customs  in  vogue,  at  any  definite  period  in  English  history.  Without  such  knowledge  our 
opinion  and  judgment  will  be  very  far  astray.  It  had  been  long  customary  in  England 
for  the  daughters  of  a  family  to  marry  according  to  the  wishes  and  plans  of  their  parents, 
and  in  the  sixteenth  century,  unless  a  daughter  so  fell  in  with  her  parents’  wishes,  she 
would  be  excluded  from  legacies  under  her  parents’  wills.  We  happily  live  in  an  entirely 
different  age  to-day,  though  in  many  instances  were  the  desires  for  the  future  happiness 
and  well-being  of  both  daughters  and  sons  on  the  part  of  loving  parents — with  experience 
and  saner  judgment — given  more  heed,  much  subsequent  sorrow  and  suffering  would  be 
avoided.  Again  we  see  “  the  swing  of  the  pendulum  ”  in  this,  as  well  as  other  matters, 
and  whereas  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  later,  children  were  obliged  to  follow  the 
strictest  parental  rule  or  suffer  financial  loss,  and,  it  may  be,  suffered  on  account  of 
marriages  being  arranged  apart  from  the  only  ground  upon  which  any  real  happiness 
could  be  assured,  in  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries  the  pendulum  has  swung 
to  the  other  extreme,  when  the  desires  of  loving  parents  for  the  future  happiness  of  their 
children  are  frequently  utterly  disregarded,  with  much  subsequent  suffering,  and  divorce 
as  the  only  possible  relief. 

Therefore,  when  we  consider  the  times  in  which  Adam  Higgs  lived  we  can  get  a  glimpse 
into  his  real  character,  strong  a  Dissenter  that  he  was,  in  allowing  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter  to  a  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church  in  March,  1778,  and — holding  the 
views  he  held — it  must  have  been  a  joy  to  him  when  his  son-in-law  could  no  longer  remain 
an  adherent  of  the  Church,  subjected  to  the  State,  and  allied  himself  with  the  same  form 
of  worship  freed  from  State  control  which  had  been  founded  by  Selina,  Countess  of 
Huntingdon,  about  1748,  when,  in  that  year,  she  appointed  George  Whitfield  one  of 
her  chaplains,  and  he  preached  to  her  and  her  friends  at  Cremorne  House,  Park  Street, 
London,  the  audience  upon  that  occasion  including  such  notabilities  as  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  Lord  Chesterfield  and  Horace  Walpole.  Under  Whitfield's  influence, 
fashionable  ladies  invited  parties  for  prayer  at  each  other's  houses,  as  they  had  been 
accustomed  to  invite  parties  for  cards.  In  the  churches  which  the  Countess  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon  set  up  throughout  the  country,  Calvinistic  clergymen  officiated  according  to 
the  customs  of  the  Church  of  England,  but  entirely  without  any  ecclesiastical  authority. 
They  were  appointed,  and  removed,  entirely  at  the  pleasure  of  their  patroness,  and  nothing 
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could  be  more  abject  than  the  submission  with  which  they  bowed  to  “  her  ladyship’s 
condescension  ”  on  every  occasion.  Most  of  the  churches  of  the  “  Countess  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon’s  (  onnexion  ”*  have  now  joined  the  Congregationalists,  the  modern  name  for 
the  Independents. 

We  1  lave  referred  to  the  “  customs  in  vogue  ”  at  any  given  period  in  English  history, 
and  the  necessity  for  having  a  knowledge  of  such,  and  conditions  then  existing,  to  be 
able  to  form  any  real  judgment  of  life  in  that  particular  age.  It  is,  perhaps,  difficult  for 
us  to  realize  that  during  Adam  Higgs’s  life  it  was  customary  to  punish  women  for  even 
minor  offences  by  flogging  in  public.  In  May,  1754,  one  such  poor  woman  was  committed 
to  be  so  treated  on  the  seventh  day  of  that  month  at  Newbury.  She  was  sent  to  what 
was  known  as  “  The  House  of  Correction  ”,  and  upon  every  Friday— for  the  space  of  a 
month — was  taken  to  the  whipping-post  which  stood  by  the  Market  Cross,  at  the  south 
end  of  the  old  Guildhall,  in  the  market-place  of  that  town,  and  there  “  Publickly  whipt 
between  the  hours  of  two  and  three  o’clock  in  the  Afternoon  ”.  j  Again,  in  January, 
1757,  another  poor  woman  named  Ann  Fisher  was  “  Indicted  for  feloniously  stealing 
out  of  the  Shop  of  one  Henry  Fleet  a  Leg  of  Pork,  to  which  Indictment  she  pleaded 
Guilty,  and  was  ordered  to  be  whip’d  the  next  Market  day  at  the  publick  whipping 
post  ”.  Vet  this  form  of  punishment,  even  for  women,  evidently  met  with  general 
public  approval  in  those  days.  “  The  swing  of  the  pendulum  ”  would  seem  to  have 
swung  too  far  in  the  other  direction  in  the  twentieth  century,  when  too  much  mercy  is 
shown  to  men  who  stage  the  terrible  “  hold-ups  ”  of  helpless  women  for  small  sums  of 
money.  Perhaps  the  public  whipping-post  so  unmercifully  used  in  the  eighteenth  century 
might  prove  an  effectual  deterrent  in  these  modern  days  ! 

Wine  and  beer  had  for  centuries  been  the  chief  beverages  of  the  people  of  England. 
In  1667  French  wine  sold  for  about  gd.  a  quart,  Rhenish  at  is.  2d.,  Sack  and  Mallegon  at 
is.  6 d.,  and  Canary,  Allegan t  and  Muscadels  at  is.  8 d.  The  usual  breakfast  beverages 
- — in  the  seventeenth  and  early  eighteenth  centuries — were  water  gruel,  milk  porridge,  or 
beer ;  these,  however,  began  to  be  replaced  by  tea  and  coffee  in  the  homes  of  those  in  a 
position  to  afford  these,  as  they  were  luxuries  at  this  period.  In  1710  the  very  cheapest 
green  tea  sold  at  12s.  per  lb.,  whilst  Bohea  tea  was  priced  at  12s.,  16s.,  20s.  and  24s. 
per  lb. 

In  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century  we  find  that  it  is  stated  that  “  Tea  was  then 
so  scarce  in  England,  that  the  infusion  of  it  in  water  was  taxed  by  the  gallon,  in  common 
with  chocolate  and  sherbet.  Two  lbs,  two  ozs.  were  in  1659  presented  to  the  King  by 
the  Fast  India  Company,  as  a  most  valuable  oblation  ”4 

It  was  not  until  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  that  tea-drinking  began  to  be 
general,  and  it  is  of  no  small  interest  to  note  that  the  celebrated  John  Wesley,  a  Church 
of  England  clergyman,  who  was  ejected  from  the  established  church  because  he  believed 
that  no  real  Christianity  was  possible  without  “  Conversion  ”,  or  a  “  Supernatural  con¬ 
viction  of  salvation  ”,  looked  with  a  sense  of  horror  upon  the  evil  he  saw  in  drinking  tea, 
and  went  up  and  down  the  country  preaching  against  the  practice.  Yet  who  would 
doubt  the  sincere,  if  erroneous,  conviction  of  that  great  man  ?  It  may  have  been  that 
he  viewed  the  matter  from  the  point  of  over-indulgence  in  a  then  expensive  luxury  which 
many  could  not  afford.  It  is  also  of  interest  to  note  that  at  this  time  Adam  Higgs§  and 
his  wife  were  the  only  residents  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cold  Ash  Common  who  possessed 
‘‘a  tea  pot  and  tea  kettle”,  and  it  is  related  how  they  loaned  these  to  their  neighbours 
on  special  occasions  of  entertainment  ! 


*  Harmsworth’s  ‘  Encyclopedia  ’,  vol.  v,  fo.  3236. 
t  ‘  History  of  Newbury  ’  by  Walter  Money,  E.S.A.,  fo.  343. 

X  ‘  Quarterly  Review,’  vol.  viii,  p.  141. 

$  ‘  Life  of  William  Higgs  of  Lambeth,’  by  Sarah  Nash  Higgs,  fo.  10. 
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Adam  Higgs  died  in  1807,  and  on  27  February  was  buried  in  Thatcham  churchyard. 
His  second  wife,  Mary,  survived  him  but  five  years,  when  she,  too,  was  buried  in  the 
family  grave.  The  will  of  Adam  Higgs  has  not  been  found. 


ABSTRACT  OF  A  DEED  TO  LEAD  THE  USES  OE  A  EINE,  AND  OE  THE  CHIRO¬ 
GRAPH  OF  SUCH  FINE,  RELATING  TO  PREMISES  IN  COLD  ASH  IN  THE 
PARISH  OF  THATCHAM,  IN  THE  COUNTY  OE  BERKS. 

Dated — 17th  day  of  May,  1805. 

By  indenture  between  Benjamin  Aldridge  of  Woolhampton,  in  the  County  of 
Berks,  Cordwainer,  and  Charity,  his  wife,  of  the  first  part.  Adam  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash, 
in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Bent  Ware  Maker  (Cooper)  of  the 
Second  Part.  Sampson  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham  aforesaid,  Bent 
Ware  Maker,  Nephew  of  the  said  Charity  Aldridge,  and  only  son  and  heir  apparent 
of  the  said  Adam  Higgs,  and  Ann,  the  wife  of  the  said  Sampson  Higgs,  of  the  Third 
Part,  and  Joshua  Cooke  of  Thatcham  aforesaid  of  the  Fourth  Part. 

Reciting  that  James  Higgs,  late  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  said  Parish  of  Thatcham, 
Bucket  Maker  (Cooper)  did  by  his  last  Will  and  Testament  in  writing  bearing  date  on 
or  about  the  16th  day  of  July,  1763,  and  duly  excited  in  such  manner  as  the  Law  pre¬ 
scribed  for  rendering  valid  demises  of  Lands  and  hereditaments  gave  and  demised  unto 
his  loving  wife,  and  dutiful  son  Joseph  all  that  his  then  dwellinghouse,  with  the  out¬ 
houses,  office,  gardens  and  ponds,  and  all  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements,  whatsoever 
and  wheresoever,  to  hold  to  them  for  three  years  from  his  decease,  and  from  and  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  three  years  next  after  his  decease,  then  he 
gave  and  demised  unto  his  son  Adam  and  his  heirs  for  ever  the  east  end  or  east  part  of 
the  said  Dwellinghouse,  with  the  South  part  of  the  garden  and  orchard  and  from  and 
immediately  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  of  three  years  next  after  his  decease, 
then  he  gave  and  demised  unto  his  said  son  Joseph,  and  to  the  heirs  of  his  body  lawfully 
to  be  begotten,  and  their  heirs  for  ever,  and  for  want  of  such  issue  to  his  two  dutiful 
daughters  Ruth  and  Charity,  and  their  heirs  for  ever  as  tenants  in  common,  the  West 
end  or  Western  Part  of  his  said  Dwellinghouse  with  all,  and  every,  the  shops,  smoke 
houses,  stable,  carthouse,  chip  houses,  furnace  and  buildings,  with  the  backsides  whereon 
they  severally  stood,  and  were  ;  also  the  North  part  of  the  said  Garden  and  Orchard,  and 
all  Ponds  and  said  Roadways  and  passages,  and  all  other  messuages,  lands,  and  tenements 
whatsoever  and  wheresoever. 

Also  reciting  :  that  the  said  James  Higgs,  soon  after  making  his  said  Will, 
departed  this  life  without  altering,  or  revoking,  the  same,  and  the  said  Will  was  duly 
proved  in  the  Court  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Sarum. 

Also  reciting  :  that  the  said  Joseph  Higgs  departed  this  life  in  or  about  the 
month  of  March  1802,  without  leaving  any  issue  of  his  body. 

Also  reciting  :  that  the  said  tester’s  said  daughter  Ruth  was  also  long  since 
dead  intestate  and  without  issue,  and  the  said  Charity,  the  wife  of  the  said  Benjamin 
Aldridge,  the  sister  and  heir-at-law  of  the  said  Ruth  was  legally  entitled  to  the  Fee 
Simple  of  the  said  hereditaments  and  premises,  as  were  so  given  and  demised  to  her,  and 
to  her  second  deceased  sister,  expectant  on  the  decease  of  the  said  Joseph  deceased 
without  issue  as  aforesaid. 

Also  reciting  :  that  previous  to  the  death  of  the  said  Joseph  Higgs,  he  the  said 
Joseph  Higgs  expressed  it  as  his  desire,  that  the  said  Sampson  Higgs  should  have  the 
Fee  Simple  in  possession  of  the  said  premises,  at  the  decease  of  him  the  said  Joseph 
Higgs. 

Also  reciting  that  the  said  Sampson  Higgs  on  the  death  of  the  said  Joseph 
Higgs,  with  the  permission  of  the  said  Benjamin  Aldridge  and  Charity  his  wife, 
entered  into  and  took  possession  of  the  said  premises,  and  had  been  in  the  quiet  and 
peacable  possession  thereof  ever  since,  but  no  demise  or  conveyance  thereof  having  been 
made  to  the  said  Sampson  Higgs,  the  said  Charity  Aldridge,  being  desirous  of  carrying 
the  desire  and  intention  of  her  brother  Joseph  Higgs  into  complete  effect,  had  proposed, 
with  the  concurrence  of  her  said  husband,  to  join  in  levying  a  fine  of  the  said  premises 
to  the  uses  thereinafter  mentioned. 
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Also  reciting  :  that  the  said  Sampson  Higgs,  about  16  years  then  since,  with 
the  permission  of  his  father  the  said  Adam  Higgs,  erected  and  built  a  tenement  or 
Dwellinghouse  and  Outhouses  upon  part  of  the  land  which  was  so  demised  to  the  said 
Adam  Higgs  as  aforesaid,  and  which  was  then  in  the  possession  of  the  said  Sampson 
Higgs,  and  remainder  of  the  said  premises  so  demised  to  the  said  Adam  Higgs  aforesaid 
by  the  Will  of  the  said  James  Higgs  were  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Adam  Higgs. 

Also  reciting  that  no  conveyance  having  ever  been  made  to  the  said  Sampson 
Higgs  of  the  said  premises  so  in  his  occupation  as  aforesaid,  the  said  Adam  Higgs  had 
proposed  and  agreed  to  join  in  the  fine  thereinafter  corted  to  be  levied  as  well  as  to 
convey  the  premises  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Adam  Higgs  as  aforesaid  to  the  uses 
thereinafter  declared. 

And  also  reciting  that  the  said  Sampson  Higgs  was  seized  to  him  and  his 
heirs  of  the  Plot  of  Meadow  Land  and  Orchard  thereinafter  particularly  mentioned 
contained  and  by  estimation  two  acres,  subject  to  the  Dower  of  the  said  Ann,  his  wife 
in  case  of  her  surviving  him  ;  and  the  said  Sampson  Higgs  and  Ann  his  wife  were  also 
desirous  of  joining  in  the  fine  so  intended  to  be  levied  as  aforesaid  to  convey  the  said 
two  acres  of  Meadow  and  Orchard  to  the  uses  thereinafter  mentioned. 

It  is  witnessed  that  for  settling,  conveying,  and  assuring  all  and  singular  the 
said  messuages,  or  tenements,  lands,  hereditaments  and  premises  thereinbefore  men¬ 
tioned,  and  thereinafter  particularly  described  to  the  uses,  estates,  intents  and  purposes 
thereinafter  expressed  and  declared,  and  also  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the  said  proposals 
and  agreements  of  the  said  parties,  and  the  desire  and  intention  of  the  said  Joseph  Higgs, 
and  in  consideration  of  ten  shillings  to  the  said  Benjamin  Aldridge  and  Charity,  his 
wife,  paid  by  the  said  Joshua  Cooke  the  .  .  .  etc.,  and  also  in  consideration  of  the 

natural  love  and  affection  which  the  said  Charity  Aldridge  had  bore  towards  the  said 
Sampson  Higgs,  her  nephew,  and  for  or  good  causes  etc.  ...  he  the  said  Benjamin 
Aldridge  in  consideration  of  the  natural  love  and  affection  which  the  said  Adam  Higgs 
had  and  bore  towards  the  said  Sampson  Higgs,  his  son,  and  for  all  other  good  causes  etc., 
he  the  said  Adam  Higgs  did  for  himself  and  his  heirs,  and  the  said  Sampson  Higgs,  in 
consideration  of  ten  shillings  to  him  paid  by  the  said  Joshua  Cooke,  the  “  recet  ”,  etc., 
did  for  himself  and  the  said  Ann,  his  wife,  his  and  her  heirs,  cort  and  agree  with  the 
said  Joshua  Cooke  and  his  heirs,  one  or  more  fine  or  fines  “  Sur  conurance  de  droit 
come  ceo  ”  etc.,  with  proclamations  etc.,  of  all  those  messuages,  or  tenements  situate 
and  being  at  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham  aforesaid,  with  the  outhouses,  work¬ 
shops,  gardens  and  orchards,  hereditaments  and  all  and  singular  other  premises  comprised 
in  and  given  and  demised  by  thereinbefore  recited  Will  of  the  said  James  Higgs  deceased 
in  manner  and  in  the  proportions,  parts  and  shares  as  thereinbefore  recited. 

And  also  all  erections,  and  buildings  thereon  since  erected,  as  the  said  premises 
were  then  in  the  several  occupations  of  the  said  Adam  Higgs,  and  the  said  Sampson 
Higgs. 

And  also  a  certain  Plot  or  Meadow  situate  and  being  at  Cold  Ash  aforesaid, 

And  also  all  outhouses  etc.. 

And  the  revocations  etc.. 

By  such  apt  and  lit  names,  descriptions,  and  quantities  and  qualities  of  Land  and 
other  particulars,  and  in  such  manner  and  form  as  should  be  advised  and  thought  lit 
for  the  purpose. 

Declaration  that  the  said  fine,  or  fines  should  enure  and  that  the  conuzes  or  conuzees 
thereof  should  stand  possessed  of  the  said  hereditaments  with  their  appurtenances  ;  to 
the  uses,  etc.,  thereafter  declared  concerning  the  same  viz  : — 

As  to  for  and  exciting  all  such,  and  so  much  of  the  said  messuages,  or  tenements, 
lands,  hereditaments  and  premises  as  were  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Adam 
Higgs. 

To  the  use  of  the  said  Adam  Higgs  and  Mary,  his  wife,  for  and  during  the  term  of 
their  natural  lives,  and  the  life  of  the  longer  liver  ol  them. 

And  as  for  and  exciting  all  such,  and  so  much  of  the  said  messuages,  or  tenements, 
lands,  hereditaments  and  premises  thereinbefore  mentioned  and  described. 

And  also  from  and  after  the  decease  of  the  survivor  of  them  the  said  Adam  Higgs 
and  Mary,  his  wife. 

As  to,  for  and  concerning  all  such  and  so  much  of  the  said  messuages,  or  tenements, 
land  and  hereditaments  and  premises  as  were  then  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Adam 
Higgs. 
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To  the  use  of  such  person,  or  persons,  upon  such  trusts  and  to  and  for  such  ends, 
intents  and  purposes  and  with,  under  and  subject  to  such  powers,  provisions,  limitations, 
charges,  declarations  and  agreements  as  the  said  Sampson  Higgs  should  by  any  Deed 
or  Instrument  in  writing,  with  or  without  power  of  revocation,  or  by  his  last  Will  and 
lestament  in  writing  or  by  Codicil  or  Codicils  thereto  appoint  same  in  default  thereof, 
and  subject  thereto.  To  the  uses  of  the  said  Sampson  Higgs  and  his  assigns  for  his 
life. 

Remainder  to  the  use  of  the  said  Joshua  Cooke  and  his  heirs,  during  the  life  of  the 
said  Sampson  Higgs. 

In  trust  nevertheless  for  the  said  Sampson  Higgs,  and  his  assigns  Remainder  to  the 
use  of  the  said  Sampson  Higgs,  his  heirs  and  assigns  for  ever. 

Executed  by  all  Parties  and  attested. 

Trinity  Term  45.  George  III. 

Chirograph  of  Fine  between  Joshua  Cooke,  Pet.,  and  Benjamin  Aldridge  and 
Charity  his  wife  to  “  deforcts  of”. 

Three  messuages,  4  shops,  6  Outhouses,  2  Gardens,  1  acre  of  land,  5  acres 
of  meadow,  5  acres  of  pasture  with  the  appurtenances  in  Cold  Ash,  in  the 
Parish  of  Thatcham. 

Note. — This  was  to  show  all  who  may  have  thought  they  had  a  special  interest  in  the 
property  that  the  entailment  was  cut  off  by  the  parties  whose  names  are  attached. 


of  Davies  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  London  W.,  and  of 
Colil  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County 
of  Berks  (Eldest  son  of  Sampson  Higgs). 


Samson  (or  Sampson)  Higgs,  the  only  surviving,  and  second  son  of  Adam  Higgs 
of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  by  Mary  Lawrence  his  wife,  was 
born  in  1762,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George  III.  He  was  baptized  at 
Thatcham  Parish  Church  on  27  June  in  that  year.  As  lias  been  shown  in  the  abstract 
given  of  the  deed,  dated  17  May,  1805,  relating  to  his  grandfather  James  Higgs’s 
property  at  Cold  Ash,  he  succeeded  thereto,  and  though  carrying  on  the  old  coopering  and 
bent  ware  business  of  his  father  and  grandfather,  and  with  little  doubt  his  great-grand¬ 
father  Roger  Higgs,  he  turned  his  attention  more  to  general  farming.  Like  his  father 
Adam  Higgs  he  was  a  strong  Dissenter,  and,  as  seen  in  a  previous  chapter,  his  name  appears 
as  a  witness  to  the  Meeting  House  Certificate  which  licensed  the  house  of  Mrs.  Hannah 
Baily  (formerly  Miss  Hannah  Gooday,  and  sister  of  Mr.  John  Gooday  of  Woolhampton, 
Co.  Berks,  who  was  the  first  husband  of  Charity  Higgs,  Samson  Higgs’s  aunt)  —which 
house  was  then  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  John  Barfield  of  Thatcham — on  17  August, 
1803,  for  Divine  Worship  by  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  also  in  connection  with  the 
licensing  of  a  special  building  erected  in  Thatcham  for  this  purpose,  the  following  year. 
He  was  also  instrumental  in  opening  small  Independent  Chapels  in  Woolhampton  and 
Bucklebury,  and  his  life  and  character  had  a  great  influence  for  good  upon  the  life  of 
a  young  farmer  named  Moketon,  who  later  devoted  his  life  to  the  Ministry  and  became 
Minister  at  Bucklebury  Chapel.  Prior  to  the  licensing  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Baily’s  house, 
he  had  renewed  the  license  taken  out  by  his  father  in  1769  for  Divine  Worship  by 
Protestant  Dissenters  in  connection  with  his  home  at  Cold  Ash,  and  it  is  related  that 
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upon  one  occasion,  on  going  to  meet  a  minister  who  had  been  engaged  to  preach,  the 
roads  became  flooded  by  a  heavy  rain-storm,  and  Samson*  took  the  minister  upon  his 
back  through  the  water  that  he  might  not  have  to  deliver  his  sermon  in  wet  clothes. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years  he  married,  on  17  October,  1789,  at  Oare  Chapel-of- 
Ease,  in  the  adjoining  parish  of  Chieveley,  Co.  Berks  (formerly  in  the  parish  of  Hamp¬ 
stead  Norreys),  Ann,  the  daughter  of  George  Corderoy  of  Thatcham  by  Martha, 
daughter  of  William  Northway,  his  wife.  Ann  was  then  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
having  been  born  in  176 7,  and  baptized  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church  on  15  February  that 
year.  Her  father  George  Corderoy  was  son  of  George  and  Sarah  Corderoy  of 
Chieveley  (who  were  related  to  a  family  named  Douglas  of  Barkham,  near  Reading), 
whilst  her  mother  was,  as  stated,  a  daughter  of  William  Northway  of  Thatcham,  who 
was  churchwarden  there  in  1750.  Her  uncle  William  Northway,  of  Thatcham  and 
of  Stepney,  Co.  Middlesex,  was  also  churchwarden  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1820, 
when  by  his  will  dated  25  November,  1820,  he  gave  “£500,  Three  per  cents  upon  trust, 
to  divide  one  moiety  of  the  dividends  thereof  equally  amongst  the  oldest  single  poor  men 
of  Thatcham,  and  to  lay  out  the  remaining  moiety  in  the  purchase  of  bread,  and  to 
distribute  the  same  to  the  poor  on  St.  Thomas’  Day  yearly  for  ever  ”.f  He  likewise 
left  her  £500.  Sampson  Higgs’s  young  wife  was  of  ancient  and  honourable  lineage 
on  both  sides.  The  Corderoys,  Corderays,  Corderys,  etc.  (for  the  name  is  found 
spelt  in  so  many  different  ways)  claimed  descent  from  a  Norman  knight,  who  gained 
this  patronymic  from  his  close  attendance  upon  the  Conqueror,  the  name  originally 
being  “  Coeur-de-Eoi  ”  (Heart  of  the  king),  and  the  crest  in  use  by  this  family  to  this 
day  is  a  human  heart  surmounted  by  a  ducal  coronet.  The  family  was  settled  at  Chute 
in  Wiltshire  at  an  early  date,  though  other  branches  settled  in  various  places  throughout 
Berkshire,  and  Oxfordshire,  and  the  Higgs  family  has  had  many  alliances  with  this 
old  Norman  house  in  the  course  of  centuries.  The  earliest  of  the  name  found  in  the 
Thatcham  records  is  Thomas  Cordray,  who  was  one  of  the  jurors  at  the  Inquisition^: 
taken  on  the  death  of  Sir  John  de  Lysle  in  1408.  The  Northways  were  an  old  family 
in  the  district,  and  for  many  generations  their  names  appear  as  churchwardens  and  in 
local  deeds.  Apparently  the  first  of  the  family  in  Thatcham  was  Osweix  Northway, 
who  was  churchwarden  in  1625,  unless  “  Nortiilegii  was  an  original  form  of  the  name, 
when  we  find  one  Willielmum  Northlegh  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Conveyance 
of  Coltrop  Manor  in  1349.  In  a  Thatcham  deed  dated  22  January,  1627  (2  Charles  I), 
Oswei.l  Nokthwaye  is  mentioned  as  “Among  the  eleven  most  substantial  men  of  the 
parish  ”.|| 

By  Ann  Corderoy,  his  wife,  Samson  Higgs  had  five  sons  and  nine  daughters,  as 
follows  : 

1.  James,  born  25  December,  1791.  He  died  in  infancy  and  was  buried  in  Thatcham 

Churchyard. 

2.  Joshua,  born  3  February,  1793,  and  baptized  at  Goring  Chapel,  near  South  Stoke, 

Oxon.  He  married  23  December,  1815,  at  Newington  Church,  London,  Mary 
Ann,  the  second  daughter  of  George  Corderoy,  then  aged  18,  of  Lambeth, 
London  (by  Mary  Newberry  his  wife).  Joshua  Higgs  left  Cold  Ash  and  settled 
in  London,  where  he  became  engaged  in  the  building  trade,  and  carried  on  a 
very  successful  business  until  his  death  10  August,  i860,  when  he  was  buried  in 
Newbury  Cemetery,  Berks.  By  his  wife  Mary  Ann  he  had  three  sons  and  eight 
daughters,  namely  : 

*  ‘  Life  of  Wii.uam  Higgs  of  Lambeth,’  by  Sarah  Nash  Higgs,  fo.  io,  privately  printed  in  i8<jo  by  Alabaster, 
Passmore  &  Sons,  Fann  Street,  E.C. 

t  '  Thatcham,  Berks,  and  its  Manors,’  by  Samuel  Barfield,  Appendix  to  Book  111,  fo.  i5y. 

X  Inquisitions  Post  Mortem,  y  Henry  IV,  No.  49. 

§  Public  Record  Office  Feet  of  Fines,  Berks,  22  and  23  Edward  III  (found  bound  in  No.  22),  ib. 

|;  ‘  Thatcham,  Berks,  and  its  Manors  ’,  by  Samuel  Barfield,  fo.  223. 
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1.  Joshua,  bom  17  April,  1820.  He  married  Ann,  daughter  of  William  White,  of 

Oxford  Street,  London,  20  January,  1843,  at  Mary-le-bone  Parish  Church, 
and  by  her  had  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  This  Joshua  Higgs  was  an  archi¬ 
tect  and  surveyor,  and  with  his  family  settled  in  Melbourne,  Australia,  in  1852, 
dually  settling  in  Launceston,  Tasmania,  where  he  died  19  September,  1897, 
and  was  buried  in  Launceston  Cemetery.  From  him  are  descended  a  large 
family  of  Higgses  in  this  part  of  the  British  Empire  ( vide  Chapter  XIV). 

2.  George  Corderoy  Higgs,  born  20  January,  1831.  (He  died  in  infancy  1 


Maria,  Daughter  of  Joshua  Higgs,  Gentleman,  of  “The  Retreat”,  Cold  Ash,  Co. 
Berks,  and  Wife  of  John  Hopson,  Gentleman,  of  Newbury,  born  9  January, 
1828  ( seated )  ;  with  her  Sister  ( standing )  Matilda  (Daughter  of  Joshua  Higgs 
and  Wife  of  Ezra,  Son  of  John  Prismall  of  Fairoak,  Kingsclere,  Co.  Hants), 
born  3  May,  1833;  She  and  her  Husband  Emigrated,  Settling  at  East  Strachan, 
Tasmania. 


[From  an  oil  painting  owned  by  Robert  Percival  Higgs  of  Warden,  Corkran  Road, 
Surbiton-on-Thames.J 


3.  Joseph,  born  7  May,  1838,  and  died  without  issue  at  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  where 
he  was  buried  in  1864,  aged  26. 

(1)  Mary  Ann,  born  3  November,  1816.  She  died  in  infancy  and  was  buried  in 

Lambeth  Churchyard,  London. 

(2)  Ann,  born  29  September,  1818.  She  also  died  in  infancy  and  was  buried  in 

Lambeth  Churchyard. 

(3)  Mary  Corderoy,  born  1  August,  1824.  She  died  8  June,  1841,  and  was  buried 

in  St.  George's  Church  burial  ground,  Bayswater,  London. 

(4)  Maria,  born  9  January,  1828.  She  married  John  Hopson*  of  Newbury  (a 


One  Joseph  Hopson  was  Mayor  of  Newbury  in  1882. 
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descendant  of  John  Hopson  who  witnessed  her  great-great-grandfather  James 
Higgs’s  will  in  1763,  vide  Chapter  XII)  2  June,  1858,  at  Eccleston  Square 
Chapel  in  Pimlico,  London.  She  died  at  Newbury  29  March,  1926.  She  was 
for  many  years  Secretary  of  the  Newbury  Girls’  British  School. 

(5)  Ellen,  born  22  September,  1829.  She  died  in  infancy,  and  was  buried  in  St. 

George’s  Church  burial  ground  at  Bayswater,  London. 

(6)  Matilda,  born  3  May,  1833.  She  married  Ezra,  son  of  John  Prismall  of  Fair 

Oak,  Kingsclere,  Co.  Hants,  2  June,  1858,  at  Eccleston  Square  Chapel, 
Pimlico,  London.  They  emigrated  to  East  Strachan,  Tasmania. 

(7)  Esther,  born  26  April,  1836.  She  married  John,  son  of  Simon  Goddard,  of 

Boxford  and  Cold  Ash,  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks.  As  previously  noted,  the  Goddard 
family  had  been  established  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham  for  over  three  hundred 
years  before  this  marriage,  and  this  John  Goddard  was,  with  little  doubt,  a 
descendant  of  the  John  Goddard  the  tenant  of  Crookham  Manor  in  1549. 
Vide  Part  II,  Goddard  Family. 

(8)  Sarah,  born  22  December,  1839.  She  married  John,  son  of  James  Adnams  of 

Cold  Ash,  in  Thatcham,  24  November,  1865.  She  died  26  November,  1874. 

Note. — One  Sarah  Adnams,  who  died  29  March,  1789,  was  buried  in  the 
old  churchyard  at  Newbury.  She  was  aged  59. 

It  may  be  also  of  interest*  to  note  here  that  Mr.  Joseph  Adnams,  together 
with  Messrs.  William  Cowderoy,  John  Goddard,  William  Goddard, 
William  Northway,  James  Lawrence  and  forty-two  others  met  at  the 
Crown  Inn,  Thatcham,  on  21  July,  1803,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  best  plan  of  raising  and  establishing  a  Volunteer  Corps  of  Cavalry 
in  view  of  possible  invasion.  This  was  a  little  more  than  two  years  prior  to 
the  great  Battle  of  Trafalgar  and  Nelson’s  brilliant  victory  (21  October,  1805). 

In  August,  1896,  one  George  Adnams  retired  as  a  trustee  of  the  Independent 
Chapel  at  Thatcham,  and  among  the  names  of  new  trustees  then  appointed, 
that  of  Alfred  Adnams  appears. 

3.  Caleb  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash  (by  Henwick),  Parish  of  Thatcham,  was  born  12  January, 

1795,  the  account  of  whose  life  and  family  we  deal  with  in  our  next  chapter. 

4.  George  Higgs,  who  was  born  at  Thatcham  21  May,  179b,  died  in  infancy,  and  was 

buried  in  Thatcham  Churchyard  0  January,  1797. 

5.  Cornelius  Higgs,  born  at  Thatcham  15  October,  1805,  likewise  died  in  infancy, 

and  was  buried  in  the  family  grave  in  Thatcham  Churchyard  8  January  the 
following  year. 

(1)  Martha,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Samson  and  Ann  Higgs,  was  born  at  Thatcham 

17  August,  1790.  She  married  James  Roads  (or  Rhodes) — register  entry  given 
as  Roads— 24  December,  1813,  in  Thatcham  Parish  Church.  This  was  during  the 
incumbency  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lothian  (1804-1842).  She  died  8  March,  1856, 
aged  66. 

(2)  Mary,  their  second  daughter,  was  born  1  July,  1797.  She  married  Samuel  Ford, 

of  Reading,  Co.  Berks.  A  Dr.  Symon  FordJ  was  Vicar  of  St.  Lawrence  Church, 
Reading,  in  1651,  and  resigned  in  1659.  He  was  son  of  Richard  Ford  of  East 
Ogwell,  Co.  Devon.  By  the  Worths,  his  mother’s  family,  he  was  descended  from 
the  founder  of  Wadham  College,  Oxford.  He  joined  the  Puritan  Party  in  1641. 
He  married  Mistress  Anne  Tiiackiiam  of  St.  Mary’s,  Reading,  and  it  may  be  that 
it  was  from  this  marriage  that  the  husband  of  Mary  Higgs  was  descended. 
Dr.  Ford  was  accounted  “  an  able  scholar,  an  elegant  Latin  poet,  and  a  preacher 
of  great  eminence  ”. 

(3)  Patience,  their  third  daughter,  was  born  18  October,  1798.  She  married  a  Mr. 

Hobson  of  Walthamstow,  in  the  county  of  Essex,  and  it  is  possible  that  this  family 
of  Hobson  was  related  to  the  Hobsons  of  Newbury. 

“  In  17924  when  the  clothing  industry  was  rapidly  being  extinguished  in 
Newbury,  the  Weavers’  Company,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  revive  the  manufacture, 
issued  an  advertisement  setting  forth  that  they  had  agreed  to  disannul  their 
powers  and  right  of  settling  the  price  which  any  person  in  the  trade  should  give  for 

*  Vide  ‘  Thatcham,  Berks,  and  its  Manors’,  by  Samukl  Barfield,  vol.  i,  fos.  67  and  (>8. 
t  Vide  '  History  of  St.  Lawrence,  Reading,’  by  Rev.  Charles  Kerry,  fo.  221. 
t  ‘  History  of  Newbury,  Berks,’  by  Walter  Money,  F.S.A.,  fo.  343. 
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making  any  kind  of  goods  and  giving  free  liberty  to  strangers  to  come  into  the 
town  and  to  manufacture  silks,  muslins,  cottons,  linen,  worsted,  etc.,  without  any 
interference  from  the  Company  of  Weavers.  The  announcement  concludes  with  the 
following  paragraph  : 

“  ‘  Newbury  is  a  town  well  supplied  with  water,  and  an  extraordinary  good 
market  to  supply  its  inhabitants  with  every  accommodation  that  can  make  life 
comfortable,  and  it  is  well  situated  to  carry  on  an  extensive  trade,  having  an 
easy  conveyance  to  and  from  London  by  the  River  Kennet. 


“‘Thomas  Hobson 
“ ‘ Samuel  Higgs 


|  Wardens.’  ” 


Who  Samuel  Higgs  was  we  do  not  know.  The  association  of  the  two  families 
in  this  instance  is  decidedly  interesting. 

Patience  Hobson  (nee  Higgs)  died  of  tuberculosis  at  Walthamstow,  Co. 
Itssex,  and  was  buried  in  Walthamstow  Chapel  burial  ground.  By  her  husband 
she  had  eight  children,  all  of  whom  emigrated. 

(4)  Prudence  Corderoy,  the  fourth  daughter  of  Samson  and  Ann  Higgs,  was  born  at 

Thatcham  24  April,  1801.  She  spent  much  time  at  Walthamstow  nursing  her 
sister  and  , contracted  the  same  complaint,  dying  a  spinster  at  Thatcham 
10  November,  1833,  aged  32,  and  her  remains  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  grave 
in  Thatcham  Churchyard  November  20. 

(5)  Ann,  the  liftli  daughter,  was  born  8  September,  1802.  She  died  in  infancy,  and  was 

buried  in  the  churchyard  at  Thatcham  9  August,  1803. 

(6)  Orpah,  the  sixth  daughter,  likewise  died  in  infancy.  She  was  born  11  July,  1804, 

and  buried  5  November  in  that  year  at  Thatcham. 

(7)  Esther,  the  seventh  daughter,  only  lived  one  month.  She  was  bom  9  July,  1808, 

and  was  buried  in  the  family  grave  26  August  that  year. 

(8)  Hephzibah,  their  eighth  daughter,  was  born  at  Thatcham  26  February,  1811.  She 

died  of  tuberculosis  when  25  years  of  age,  6  March,  1836,  and  was  buried  in  the 
family  grave. 

(9)  Dorcas  Ann  was  their  youngest  daughter,  bom  to  them  14  June,  1814.  She,  how¬ 

ever,  died  in  infancy,  and  was  buried  at  Thatcham. 


Samson  Higgs  died  at  Thatcham  on  14  April,  1829,  aged  sixty-seven  years,  and  was 
buried  on  25  April.  His  wife  Ann  survived  him  some  eight  or  nine  years,  and  died  at 
Walthamstow,  Co.  Essex,  whilst  on  a  visit  to  their  daughter  Patience,  about  1837  or 
’38,  and  was  buried  in  the  Congregational  Chapel  burial  ground  there. 

The  following  lines  upon  the  life  of  Samson  Higgs,  written  by  his  nephew,  Edward 
Corderoy,  shortly  after  his  death,  testify  to  the  character  of  this  godly  man,  who  had 
lived  his  life  in  Thatcham,  in  the  home  of  his  forefathers,  and  was  greatly  respected 
throughout  the  district  : 

“  He  loved  and  revered  God’s  Word, 

He  made  it  his  rule  and  his  guide, 

He  rejoiced  in  his  crucified  Lord, 

For  he  felt,  for  him  He  had  died. 

In  death  ‘  Jesus  Christ  ’  was  his  theme, 

To  be  with  Him  was  all  he  desired, 

He  left  this  low  earth’s  busy  scene 
And  saying — ‘  I’m  happy  ’ — expired  !  ” 


When  Samson  Higgs’s  last  words  declared  that  he  was  HAPPY ,  that  was  no  myth, 
for  he  had  surely  experienced  very  much  sorrow  during  his  forty  years  of  married  life. 
Three  little  sons  and  four  infant  daughters  had  died  shortly  after  birth,  and  all  the 
anxiety  in  each  instance  had  terminated  in  grief  and  expense.  Even  the  joy  in  the  usual 
celebration  of  the  Silver  Wedding  Day,  on  17  October,  1814,  must  have  been  marred 
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The  Signatures  of  Samson  Higgs  and  Jiis  Wife  Ann. 
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by  the  thought  of  the  little  daughter  Dorcas,  the  last  child  born  to  Samson  and  Ann 
Higgs,  whom  they  had  laid  to  rest  in  the  family  grave  in  the  old  churchyard  on  14  June 
in  that  year. 

Why,"  we  are  prompted  to  ask,  did  all  that  suffering  and  sorrow  come  to  Samson 
Higgs  and  Ann  his  wife  ? 

Why  all  that  pain  and  anguish  as  well  as  expense,  seemingly  all  to  no  purpose  ? 

There  is  a  reason  lor  all  bodily  and  mental  suffering  and  anguish  which  comes  in  life. 

Only  those  who  have  suffered  (and  especially  in  the  case  of  particular  suffering)  can 
enter  into  the  sorrows  of  others,  and  be — as  Samson  and  Ann  Higgs  were — of  any  real 
help  and  comfort  to  such,  and  only  in  the  same  measure  as  the  real  meaning  of  grief, 
sorrow  or  anguish,  is  understood  by  experience,  is  a  like  knowledge  of  happiness  enjoyed  ! 

So  Samson  Higgs’s  last  words  “  I'm  happy  ”  are  a  true  vision  to  us  of  the  joy  that 
he  was  realizing  as  he  passed  from  a  world  of  sorrow  to  that  Life  on  the  other  side  of  the 
veil  about  which,  with  our  mortal  vision,  we  know  so  little. 


The  following  advertisement  appeared  in  the  London  ‘Daily  Times’  of  2  June,  1837  : 

“  HEIR-AT-LAW  :  If  the  heir-at-law  of  John  Higgs  of  Silchester  in  the  County  of 
Southampton,  gentleman,  deceased,  will  apply  either  personally  or  by  letter,  post  paid, 
to  George  Maule,  Esquire,  Secretary  for  the  affairs  of  Her  Majesty’s  Treasury,  at  the 
Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall,  London,  he  may  hear  something  to  his  advantage.  The 
said  John  Higgs  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  Parish  Boy  at  Bradfield,  in  the  County  of 
Berks.  He  died  at  Silchester  aforesaid  in  the  month  of  June,  1799,  and  was  buried  there 
on  the  12th  of  that  month  aged  about  66  years.” 

Joshua  IIiggs,  the  eldest  surviving  son  of  Samson  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash, 
Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  traced  the  connection  with  the  above  John  Higgs  of  Silchester 
“  within  one  link  ”  according  to  a  letter  received  by  the  writer  from  Mrs.  Maria  Hopson 
of  Newbury,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  Higgs,  under  date  of  21  April,  1899,  but  failed  in 
establishing  his  claim  to  John  Higgs’s  estate.  John  Higgs  held  land  on  the  site  of 
the  old  Roman  encampment  at  Silchester,  not  far  from  Reading  in  Berkshire,  where 
many  interesting  remains  have  been  since  uncovered.  Four  or  live  miles  from  Silchester 
was  the  ancient  Roman  encampment  of  Vindomis,  from  which  the  historical  house  known 
as  “  The  Vyne”,  situated  in  the  parish  of  Sherborne  St.  John,  in  the  county  of  Hants, 
took  its  name.  The  Vyne,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  was  owned  by  Lord  Sandys  ; 
his  grandson,  Col.  Henry  Sandys,  succeeded  his  grandfather  in  this  estate,  and  it  was 
Jane,  sister  of  the  colonel,  who  married  John  Higgs,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth 
Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  whilst  another  sister,  Mary,*  married  Richard 
Atkyns  of  Tuffley,  Gloucestershire.  John  Higgs  had  a  sister  Joan,  who  married  one 
Thomas  Atkyns,  who  had  by  her  two  sons,  Henry  and  Thomas.  It  is  an  interesting 
fact  that  Nicholas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  by  his  wife  Mary,  the  daughter  of 
Griffith  Barton,  Esqre.,  had  a  daughter  who  married  one  Henry  Atkyns  or  Atkins. 
She  was  an  aunt  of  Nicholas  Higgs  the  elder  of  Thatcham,  and  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs.  John  Higgs’s  estate  at  Silchester  went  into  Chancery.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  he  was  a  son  of  James  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  Thatcham,  having  been  born  about 
1733,  but  how  it  was  that  he  became  a  charge  upon  the  parish  of  Bradfield  is  a  mystery. 
Bradfield  is  no  great  distance  from  Thatcham,  and  there  was  a  family  of  Higgs  settled 
at  an  early  date  in  that  village.  It  may  be  interesting  to  give  a  few  notes  of  Higgs 
marriages  in  this  parsh  between  1559  and  1812  : 

*  ‘  History  of  the  Vyne  in  Hampshire,’  by  Chaloner  W.  Chute,  lo.  65. 
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1572. 

8 

May. 

1573- 

6 

July 

1589. 

1 

June. 

1589. 

1 

Mar. 

1630. 

7 

July 

1636. 

— 

1 776. 

18 

Mar. 

I793- 

18 

Nov. 

1803. 

13 

Oct. 

William  Higgs  and  Alice  Cooper. 

John  Higgs  and  Anne  Cooper. 

Ursula  Higgs  and  Paul  Carter. 

Elizabeth  Higgs  and  John  Wyllder. 

Thomas  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Lyford. 

Bartholomew  Higgs  and  Anne  Ilslie. 

Ann  Higgs  and  Richard  Parsons  of  Hampstead  Norris. 
Mary  Higgs  and  George  Wise. 

Henry  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Palmer. 


See  also  Part  II,  “  Proceedings  in  Chancery  ”,  Higgs  versus  Higgs,  1591  (34  Eliz.). 


Other  interesting  entries  from  the  Bradfield  registers  are  the  marriages  there  recorded 
of  Oswell  Northway  (of  Thatcham)  to  Joane  Smyth  on  n  June,  1604,  and  William 
Coggs  to  Elizabeth  Justice  on  20  April,  1685,  in  all  probability  the  parents  of  Hannah 
Coggs,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Higgs  of  Thatcham,  and  herein  may  be  found 
the  reason  for  the  aforesaid  John  Higgs  going  to  Bradfield  to  some  relative  there,  though 
it  does  not  explain  how  it  was  he  became  a  charge  upon  the  parish.  Isaac  Coggs,  no 
doubt  from  Thatcham,  also  married  Betty  Bi.ake  at  Bradfield  on  2  December,  1765. 


402MA2  UtfA  KACfA  ,200111  23MAI 


l  JV  M  in  .[  bnc  H  .  jij  ( 


94 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Joshua 


Higgs,  Gentleman,  of 
of  Davis  Street,. 


Cold  Ash 
Berkeley 


in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co. 
Square,  London,  W.,  171J3-18G6. 
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CHAPTER  VII 

Joshua  and  Caleb  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash 

With  the  advent  of  agricultural  machinery,  there  was  little  demand  for  the  old  wooden 
seed  lips  and  other  farm  implements  which  had  formed  a  good  portion  of  the  Higgs’s 
business  as  coopers  and  turners  in  Thatcham,  and  this  trade— which  had  flourished  in  the 
place  from  as  early  as  1408— began  to  wane. 

Samson  Higgs  had  given  his  attention  more  to  farming  during  his  lifetime,  and  his 
sons,  Joshua  and  Caleb,  realizing  that  there  were  good  opportunities  for  young  men  in 
London,  decided  to  try  their  fortune  in  the  great  Metropolis.  So,  some  ten  years  or 
so  prior  to  their  father’s  decease,  they  left  Thatcham  and  travelled  to  London,  either 
by  way  of  the  river  Ivennet  from  Newbury,  and  then  down  the  Thames  by  water,  or, 
what  is  more  probable,  by  the  greatly  improved  service  in  mail  coaches  which  had  taken 
place  shortly  before  this  time,  some  thirty  passing  through  the  town  of  Thatcham  daily, 
which  made  this  place  quite  a  busy  coaching  centre. 

The  modern  railway  traveller  will  scarcely  believe  the  difficulties  and  dangers  which 
had  to  be  encountered  by  our  ancestors  in  making  a  journey  between  one  part  of  the 
country  and  another.  The  old  roads  in  the  vicinity  of  Newbury— before  they  became 
turnpike  roads — -were  indeed  rough.  The  main  road  from  Newbury  to  London  origi¬ 
nally  left  the  line  of  the  present  turnpike  road  at  the  point  where  Shaw  Crescent  now 
commences,  and,  crossing  a  ford  of  the  river  Lamborne  at  Shaw,  pursued  its  course 
by  way  of  Clay  Hill  to  Thatcham  Gate,  passing  close  by  Cold  Ash  Common  and  Hen  wick. 

In  August,  1752,  ten  years  before  the  Manchester  “Flying  Coach  ”  was  started,  an 
enterprising  firm  in  Newbury  established  a  vehicle  of  this  description  which  performed 
the  journey  from  Newbury  to  London  in  twelve  hours,  or  about  4^  miles  per  hour.  The 
original  announcement  runs  as  follows  : 

“  Newbury  Four  Wheel’d  Stage  Chaise.  Made  with  Steel  Springs,  to  carry  Four 
Passengers  at  Ten  Shillings  each  to  or  from  London. 

“  Sets  out  from  the  White  Hart  Inn,  in  Newbury,  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays  and 
Fridays  at  Six  o’clock  in  the  Morning  to  the  Saracen’s  Head,  Snow  Hill  ;  and  returns 
from  thence  on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  ;  and  will  be  at  their  Quarters 
each  Evening  by  Six. 

“  Changes  horses  at  Thomas  Talmadge’s,  the  Pelican  at  Twyford  and  at  Colnbrook. 

“  Places  taken  at  the  White  Hart  and  Saracen’s  Head,  at  Five  Shillings  Entrance  ; 
each  Passenger  to  be  allowed  eight  Pounds  Weight.  Small  parcels  taken  in  at  the  above 
Houses,  and  carefully  delivered. 

“  N.B. — No  Money,  Plate,  Jewels  or  Writings  lost  to  be  made  good  unless  entered 
and  paid  for  as  such. 

‘  The  said  Chaise  will  set  out  from  Newbury  on  Monday,  the  second  of  October. 

“  Performed  by  John  Clark  &  Co. 

“  Note  also  :  There  are  Road  Waggons  sent  out  from  Newbury  to  the  Saracen’s  Head 
Snow  Hill  on  Mondays  and  Wednesdays  and  returns  Thursdays  and  Saturdays  ;  where 
Gentlemen  may  depend  upon  having  their  Baggage  taken  great  care  of.  If  any  In¬ 
civilities  are  offer’d  by  the  Drivers,  the  Proprietors  would  take  it  kind  to  be  acquainted 
therewith  at  j^ewbury  ”. 


These  “  flying  coaches  ”  were  the  precursors  of  Palmer’s  new  mail  coaches  in  1784. 


toD  to  e$giH  dskD  bur.  ;;i  ;tto\ 

ft ' •  ?  f  i  »•  JXi,  rt  ’tJuUD  £fi  Ai<:Oni^ud 


96 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


The  first  mail  coach,  in  accordance  with  Mr.  Palmer’s  plan,  was  one  from  London 
to  Bristol,  which  started  at  eight  in  the  morning  on  8  August,  1784,  and,  passing  through 
Newbury,  reached  its  destination  at  eleven  at  night.  This  system  of  rapid  mail  coaches 
introduced  by  Mr.  Palmer  lasted  up  to  the  days  of  railways. 


Caleb  Higgs  of  Mitcham  Lane,  Parish  of  Streatham,  in  the  County  of  Surrey, 

FORMERLY  OF  LAMBETH  IN  THE  SAME  COUNTY  AND  OF  COLD  ASH,  PARISH  OF  1  HATCHAM, 

Co.  Berks,  Gentleman  and  Yeoman  (1795-1876). 


Joshua  and  Caleb  Higgs,  upon  arriving  in  London,  no  doubt  made  a  bee-line  to 
their  uncle  George  Corderoy’s  home  in  Lambeth,  and  with  him  and  his  family  attended 
the  old  Wesleyan  Chapel,  near  Marshgate,  in  that  parish. 
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It  was  not  long  before  Joshua  became  engaged  to  his  cousin,  Mary  Ann,  the  second 
daughter  of  George  Corderoy  and  Mary  Downing  (nee  Newberry)  his  wife,  who  was 
then. a  girl  of  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  on  23  December,  1815,  he  was  married 
to  her  at  Newington  Church.  After  the  first  three  or  four  years  in  Lambeth  Joshua 
moved  to  Bayswater,  in  the  west  of  London,  where  he  soon  built  up  a  fine  business  as 
a  builder  and  contractor,  eventually  living  in  Davis  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  and  his 
family  we  have  recorded  in  the  previous  chapter. 

It  would  seem  that  Caleb  Higgs  made  some  attempt  to  carry  on  a  coopering  business 
in  Lambeth  soon  after  his  arrival  in  London.  In  this,  however,  he  was  not  very  successful, 
and  seeing  a  good  opportunity  to  open  up  a  milk  supply  business  in  this  locality,  he  gave 
his  whole  attention  to  this  and  dairy  farming,  and  founded  a  business  which  has  grown 


into  a  very  big  concern  in  the  twentieth  century.  To  visualize  what  Lambeth  was  at 
this  time  is  not  easy.  It  was  decidedly  rural  on  this  the  Surrey  bank  of  the  river, 
and  practically  the  only  portion  now  remaining,  much  as  it  appeared  then,  is  the 
old  Parish  Church,  with  the  still  more  ancient  Archbishop’s  Palace  adjoining.  The 
site  where  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  now  stands  was  partly  occupied  by  the  ship¬ 
building  yards  of  Mr.  Richard  Nash,  and  the  illustration  showing  Lambeth  Walk,* 
being  another  portion  of  the  site,  will  greatly  help  in  this  matter.  There  was  no 
Lambeth  bridge  spanning  the  river,  access  from  the  Surrey  side  to  Middlesex  being 
by  the  old  horse-ferry,  whilst  the  land  stretching  up  the  river  from  that  point 
now  occupied  by  the  extensive  potteries  of  Messrs.  Do  niton  (L  Co.  was  more  or  less 
open,  with  a  number  of  cottages,  a  small  inn,  and  other  small  business  premises 
spread  over  the  district.  What  a  change  has  since  taken  place!  In  1862  the  old  horse- 
ferry  was  replaced  by  a  suspension  bridge,  having  a  total  length  of  1040  ft.  and  erected 

*  From  a  coloured  sketch  owned  by  1C  G.  Christmas,  Esq.,  and  kindly  loaned  for  reproduction  in  this  work. 
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at  a  cost  of  £40,000.  Its  upkeep  was  assisted  by  means  of  a  toll.  That  bridge  has  since 
seen  its  day  of  usefulness,  and  has  been  replaced  by  a  new  one  further  up  the  river. 


Sarah,  Wife  of  Caleb  Higgs  of  Mitcham,  Parish  of  Streatham,  in  the  County  of 
Surrey,  and  Daughter  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Nash  of  Lambeth,  Co.  Surrey 
(1793-1879). 


In  1868  that  fine  block  of  buildings  known  as  St.  Thomas's  Hospital  was  commenced, 
upon  the  site  of  Messrs.  Richard  Nash  &  Sons’  shipbuilding  yards,  from  the  designs  of 
the  late  Percival  Currey,  Esqre.,  a  well-known  London  architect,  and  finished  in  1871, 
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being  erected  by  William  Higgs,  the  third  son  of  Caleb  Higgs,  who  became  a  Life 
Governor  of  that  Initiation. 

One  by  one  the  old  cottages  disappeared,  new  buildings  sprang  up,  including  the 
famous  potteries  of  Messrs.  Boulton  cr  Co.,  the  embankment  was  built,  the  road  along 
the  river  front  was  widened  and  paved,  and  the  service  of  tram-cars  between  Vauxhall 
and  Westminster  Bridge  brought  into  operation. 

Mr.  Richard  Nash  had  settled  in  Lambeth  from  Rotherhithe,  and  established  a 
successful  ship  and  barge-building  business  on  the  River.  Thames  at  this  point.  When 
at  Rotherhithe  he  was  a  close  friend  of  Mr.  John  Randall,  the  well-known  shipbuilder, 
and  his  son  John,  and  in  all  probability  Richard  Nash  married  John  Randall  the 
elder’s  daughter  Sarah,  who  was  born  in  1759.  Whilst  in  that  locality  Richard  Nash 
was  a  member  of  the  old  Maze  Pond  Baptist  Church,  but  on  settling  in  Lambeth  he  and 
his  family  attended  the  Wesleyan  Chapel,  and  became  great  supporters  of  that  com¬ 
munity.  It  was  therefore  in  that  way  that  Caleb  Higgs  met  Sarah,  the  eldest  daughter 
of  Richard  and  Sarah  Nash  (who  had  been  born  to  them  5  September,  1793),  and 
she  became  his  wife  17  October,  1819,  when  about  twenty-six  years  of  age.  They  made 
their  first  home  in  Ferry  Street,  Lambeth,  just  opposite  to  the  old  Parish  Church  and  the 
ancient  palace  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canterbury.  It  looked  out  over  the  river  banks 
and  the  old  horse-ferry  and  from  thence  up  the  river  towards  Vauxhall  and  the  famous 
fashionable  resort  known  as  “  Vauxhall  Gardens  ”,  which  existed  as  such  until  1859. 
Whilst  at  Lambeth  it  is  interesting  to  relate  that  Caleb  Higgs  came  into  association 
with  Henry  Doulton,  the  founder  of  the  well-known  potteries,  and  father  of  Sir  Henry. 
At  that  time  Henry  Doulton  was  a  comparatively  poor  man,  and  lived  not  far  from 
Caleb  and  Sarah  Higgs,  and  as  neither  he  nor  Caleb  Higgs  had  work  enough  to  keep 
a  horse  and  cart  going  all  the  time,  they  shared  this  necessity  between  them  in  the 
commencement  of  their  businesses. 

A  few  notes  as  to  the  Nash  family  and  its  alliances  in  marriage  will  not  be  out  of  place 
here,  as  so  many  intermarriages  have  taken  place  between  the  families  of  Cordero y, 
Charlton,  Higgs,  Miller  and  Nash.  By  his  wife  Sarah,  Richard  Nash  had  two 
sons  and  six  daughters.  Richard,  the  elder  son,  was  born  23  April,  1788,  and  died 
4  December,  1861,  being  buried  in  Norwood  cemetery.  He  married  Esther  Martha 
(born  11  January,  1792,  died  27  October,  1858),  the  eldest  daughter  of  George  and 
Mary  Corderoy  of  Lambeth,  at  the  parish  church  11  January,  1818,  by  whom  he 
had  three  daughters  co-heirs.  He  was  an  earnest  worker  in  connection  with  the  old 
Methodist  (Wesleyan)  Chapel, .near  Marshgate,  Lambeth,  as  was  his  brother  James 
Randall  Nash  (born  5  July,  1791),  who  married  Sarah  Wild  Gabriel,  daughter  of 
Thomas  Gabriel,  Esqre.,  of  Brixton,  in  the  county  of  Surrey  (then  a  country  district), 
and  sister  of  Sir  Thomas  Gabriel,  Baronet,  who  was  Lord  Mayor  of  London  1866- 
1867.  James  Randall  Nash  died  24  February,  i8bo.  The  eldest  daughter,  Sarah, 
as  we  have  seen,  married  Caleb  Higgs  ;  the  second  daughter,  Rebecca,  born  22  Sep¬ 
tember,  1795,  married  Robert  Miller,  a  captain  in  the  mercantile  marine  (and  son 
of  Capt.  William  Miller  of  Ramsgate,  Co.  Kent),  who  died  at  Golden  Grove  on  the 
Island  of  Tobago  in  the  West  Indies,  9  April,  1818.  She  afterwards  married  (8  November, 
1823)  a  farmer  named  John  Edwards,  of  Shallbourne,  in  the  County  of  Berks.  She 
died  25  April,  1847,  and  was  buried  in  the  Lambeth  Chapel  burial  ground.  The  third 
daughter,  Maria  Ann,  married  a  man  named  William  Childs  ;  the  next  daughter, 
Martha  Malyn,  became  the  wife  of  a  Richard  Young  ;  Elizabeth,  the  fifth  daughter 
(born  2  March,  1785),  married  Robert  Marshall,  who  was  with  the  British  Meet  at 
the  Battle  of  Cape  La  Hague  (“  The  Glorious  First  of  June,  1794”),  and  served  as  a 
“  powder  monkey”,  being  quite  a  lad.  Ann  was  Richard  Nash’s  youngest  child.  She 
married  George  Light.  Such  was  the  family  of  Richard  and  Sarah  Nash,  a  family 
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highly  respected  and  esteemed  in  the  parish  of  Lambeth.  Richard  Nash’s  grandson, 
Robert  Miller,  later  entered  the  barge-building  and  lighterman’s  business,  joining  his 
two  uncles  Richard  and  James  Randall  Nash,  and  the  firm  of  Nash  &  Miller  moved 
to  new  premises  further  up  the  river  at  Battersea,  upon  their  old  site  at  Lambeth  being 
taken  for  the  building  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  in  1868,  and  has  continued  in  business 
up  to  the  twentieth  century  under  that  name. 

Leaving  Lambeth  about  1823  Caleb  and  Sarah  Higgs  settled  at  Walworth,  which 
was  then  a  suburb  of  the  rapidly  developing  City  of  Greater  London,  and  it  was  along 
the  main  thoroughfare  to  Walworth  that  many  Members  of  Parliament  resided  in 


Nash  and  Millkr's  Barge  and  Boat  Building  Premises. 

beautiful  homes,  whose  gardens  were  bounded  by  green  fields  and  rich  pastures.  Walworth 
was  therefore  then  an  ideal  location  for  a  dairy  herd  and  the  building  up  of  a  dairy- 
supply  business.  What  a  change  took  place  as  London  grew  !  It  is  difficult  to  realize 
to-day  that  Lambeth,  Walworth,  Ivennington,  Stockwell,  Clapham  and  Brixton  were 
country  districts  with  aristocratic  settlements  and  prosperous  farms.  After  some  years 
in  Walworth  they  eventually  settled  at  Furzedown  Farm,  Mitcham,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey  (to-day  all  built  over),  where  they  resided  for  the  rest  of  their  lives.  At  one  time 
Caleb  Higgs  leased  the  whole  of  the  great  southern  slope,  which  now  forms  a  part  of 
Norwood  Cemetery — Mr.  Thomas  Prior  being  his  bailiff  in  charge  at  that  time — for  the 
grazing  of  his  dairy  herds,  in  addition  to  his  dairy  farm  at  Mitcham.  Strange  to  relate, 
that  very  pasture  land  was  taken  later  for  that  well-known  burial  ground,  and  upon 
the  top  of  the  hill  in  1876  Caleb  Higgs’s  remains  were  laid  to  rest,  fie  died  27  June, 
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in  that  year.  His  wife  Saraii  survived  him  just  three  years,  and  her  remains  were 
likewise  laid  to  rest  with  those  of  her  husband  on  the  top  of  that  grassy  slope  now 
completely  covered  with  graves,  and  where  so  many  of  their  descendants  and  relatives 
have  been  subsequently  interred.  Sarah  Higgs  died  4  June,  1879. 

Caleb  Higgs  was  a  warm-hearted,  devout  and  generous  man,  and  did  much  in 
conjunction  with  his  bailiff — Mr.  Thomas  Prior — to  further  the  Nonconformist  cause, 
then  still  meeting  in  the  little  hut  which  had  been  erected  for  the  purpose  in  1792  in 
Greyhound  Lane,  Streatham  Common.  Though  somewhat  blunt,  and  less  polished  in 
manner  to  his  brother  Joshua,  he  was  a  man  of  sterling  character.  Both  he  and  his 
wife  Sarah  were  great  admirers  of  the  powerful  Nonconformist  preacher  of  that  day, 
Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon,  and  in  1856  they  were  received  into  membership  at  Park 
Street  Baptist  Church,  of  which  Spurgeon  was  then  minister.  They  were  up  to  this 
time  members  of  the  church  now  known  as  Regent  Street  Chapel,  Lambeth.  The 
minister  of  that  church  was  also  a  schoolmaster,  and  conducted  a  little  school  for  boys 
in  the  vestry  of  the  chapel,  and  there  it  was  in  their  early  life  that  several  of  their  sons 
started  their  education,  being  sent  later  to  Rodney  House  School  in  Walworth. 

Caleb  and  Sarah  Higgs  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely,  Caleb,  Richard, 
William,  George,  James  and  John,  to  whom — and  the  descendants  of  each — we  will 
devote  a  separate  chapter  in  turn.  Their  three  daughters  were  : 

(1)  Sarah,  born  10  February,  1822,  died  in  infancy  27  November,  1823. 

(2)  Saraii  Nash,  born  22  July,  1825.  She  married  Samuel  King  Bland,  the  youngest 

son  of  John  Bland  of  Long  Buckly,  in  the  county  of  Northampton.  She  died  of 

tuberculosis  2  December,  1853. 

(3)  Rebecca,  born  6  March,  1828.  She  married  Thomas,  son  of  John  May  of  Grays 

Farm,  Frognal,  in  Chislehurst.  They  lived  at  Chalk  Pit  Farm,  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  Co. 

Kent.  She  died  also  of  tuberculosis. 

A  granddaughter  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Saraii  Nash,  his  wife,  the  second  daughter 
of  their  eldest  son  Caleb — Sara  by  name,  and  wife  of  John  Turner  Rae,  of  17,  Darenth 
Road,  Stamford  Hill,  London  (N.  16),  who  has  devoted  her  life  to  philanthropic  work 
for  girls,  and  founded  the  hostel  in  Hoxton  in  connection  with  the  Girls’  Guild  of  Good 
Life,  which  was  opened  by  H.M.  Queen  Mary  in  1929,  has  contributed  the  following 
interesting  details  in  respect  to  her  grandparents  Caleb  and  Sarah  Higgs.  She  states  : 

“  Grandfather  and  Grandmother  Higgs  were  wonderfully  good  to  their  grandchildren 
in  so  often  having  t lie  two  eldest  girls  of  Uncle  William,  Lettie  and  Louie  ;  the  two 
eldest  boys  of  their  daughter  Sara  Bland,  Samuel  and  John,  and  the  two  eldest  girls 
of  Caleb  Higgs,  Dora  and  Sara,  staying  with  them,  all  at  the  same  time,  during  their 
holidays.  A  pretty  handful  they  must  have  been  :  the  boys  were  full  of  mischief  and 
the  girls  no  better  !  At  mealtimes  Grandmother  made  us  come  to  the  table  and  stand 
until  ‘  Grace  ’  had  been  said.  One  day  the  boys  surreptitiously  removed  the  seats 
from  the  frames  of  the  chairs  (which  were  of  horsehair),  and  as  soon  as  the  ‘  Amen  ’ 
was  pronounced  and  we  sat  down  there  was  a  sudden  disappearance  of  bodies- — only 
legs,  feet,  hands  and  arms  appearing  round  the  table.  Grandmother  felt  she  had  to 
keep  order  even  when  there  was  a  twinkle  in  her  eyes,  but  Grandfather  would  laugh  with 
great  enjoyment  at  the  jokes. 

“  Their  garden  was  a  dream  of  lovely  flowers,  and  every  kind  of  luscious  fruit,  and 
we  were  allowed  to  pick  it  at  will — full  justice  was  always  done  !  That  garden  was  also 
loved  by  Lord  George  and  Lady  Sydney,  children  of  the  Duchess  of  Manchester, 
who  lived  at  Streatham  and  were  often  allowed  to  come  to  us  on  their  little  ponies,  down 
Mitcham  Lane  with  only  a  groom  in  attendance.  Grand  races  were  part  of  the  diversions 
Grandfather  arranged  for  us  by  giving  pennies  to  those  who  ran  swiftest  and  straightest. 
On  Sunday  evenings  we  went  to  Evangelical  Services,  which  were  held  at  the  Duchess 
of  Manchester’s  house,  her  husband — Sir  Stevenson  Blackwood— often  conducting 
them.  He  had  been  in  the  Crimean  War  with  Headley  Vicars  ;  Lord  Radstock 
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sometimes  took  part  in  these  services.  Grandfather  was  a  most  unconventional  man, 
and  a  favourite  with  Sir  Stevenson  because  of  it.  Grandmother  was  not  very  strong 
and  had  to  use  her  brougham  at  night  (which  was  a  present  from  her  son  William). 
Grandfather  was  always  a  ‘  fresh-air  ’  man  and  called  it  a  ‘  pill-box  saying,  ‘  I 
can’t  be  shut  up  in  that  So  he  rode  on  the  box  with  his  coachman  !  Sir  Stevenson 
would  help  him  down  and  laughingly  say  ‘  I  admire  you  for  it  He  and  the  Duchess 
sometimes  came  down  the  lane  for  a  call  too,  and  then  we  were  expected  to  be  on  our 
very  best  behaviour!”  (Later,  when  Sir  Stevenson  Arthur  Blackwood,  K.C.B., 
became  Postmaster-General,  he  was  very  good  in  helping  Mrs.  Kae  with  her  Guild 
work.  Sir  Stevenson  was  a  wonderfully  handsome  man,  as  well  as  good,  and  in  Society 
went  by  the  name  of  “  Beauty  Blackwood  ”.) 


Ltcwin  Road  Baptist  Church,  Streatham,  Co.  Surrey. 

Erected  to  the  Memory  of  Caleb  Higgs,  Yeoman  (of  Eursedown  Farm, 

Mitcham  Lane,  Co.  Surrey,  and  of  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks),  by  his  sons. 

In  1864  Joshua  Higgs  of  Davies  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  London,  W.,  and  his 
brother  Caleb  Higgs  of  Furzedown  Farm,  Mitcham,  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  leased  the 
old  home  at  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  to  the  Rev.  Wallis 
Makmaduke  Pichthall,  the  lease  reading  as  follows: 

This  Indenture,  made  the  nth  day  of  March  1864,  between  Joshua  Higgs  of 
Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Gentleman  ;  and  Caleb 
Higgs  of  Mitcham  Lane,  in  the  Parish  of  Streatham,  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  Farmer, 
of  the  one  part  and  the  Rev.  Wallis  Marmaduke  Pichthall  of  No.  7,  Belgrave  Place, 
Brighton,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  Clerk,  of  the  other  Part. 

Witnesseth  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  rents  and  covenants  hereinafter 
reserved  and  contained,  and  on  the  part  of  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors, 


20D1H  JT5UA' )  OMA  AUH30L 


jii  ni>iY  asm  a.'; 


104 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


administrators  and  assigns,  to  be  paid,  observed  and  performed.  He,  the  said  Joshua 
Higgs  (as  to  the  premises  firstly  hereinafter  particularly  mentioned),  and  he,  the  said 
Caleb  Higgs  (as  to  the  premises  secondly  hereinafter  particularly  mentioned)  do  and 
each  of  them  doth  hereby  demise  and  lease  unto  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors, 
administrators  and  assigns  : — 

Firstly  all  that  Messuage  or  Dwelling  House,  called,  or  known,  by  the  name  of 
“  The  Retreat  ”,*  situate  and  being  at  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  county 
of  Berks,  together  with  the  Stables  and  other  outhouses  thereto  belonging,  and  used 
therewith,  and  also  all  the  land,  pleasure  grounds,  kitchen  gardens,  orchards  and  meadow 
land  thereto  belonging  and  which  said  premises  are  bounded — 

On  the  north  and  north-east— By  the  road  leading  from  Thatcham  to  Bucklebury, 

On  the  south  and  south-west — By  a  Lane  called  “The  City  Lane”,  and  Cottages  and 
gardens  in  the  occupation  of  Mrs.  Witwortii  and  Miss  Harman,  and 
On  the  east — By  the  premises  secondly  hereinafter  described. 

Secondly  :  All  those  several  pieces  or  parcels  of  Meadow  Land  respectively  called 
“ The  Plat"  and  "Orchard" ,  situate  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  and  also  all  that  piece 
of  ploughed  land  called  "The  Slip"  situate  in  the  same  parish;  together  with  all  ways, 
paths,  passages,  lights,  easements,  rights,  numbers  and  appurtenances  whatsoever  to 
the  said  premises  hereby  demised,  belonging  or  appertaining. 

To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Messuage,  or  tenement,  land  and  Premises  hereby 
demised  or  intended  so  to  be,  with  their  appurtenances  unto  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall, 
his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  from  the  25th  day  of  March  now  instant 
ensuing  for  the  term  of  14  years  from  thence  next  ensuing  (determinable  nevertheless  as 
hereinafter  mentioned)  yielding  and  paying  there  for  yearly  and  every  year  during  the 
said  term  hereby  granted,  unto  the  said  Joshua  Higgs,  his  heirs  and  assigns  in  respect 
of  the  premises  firstly  hereinbefore  particularly  mentioned  the  yearly  rent  of  sixty-one 
pounds  sterling  and  to  the  said  Caleb  Higgs,  his  heirs  and  assigns  111  respect  of  the 
premises  secondly  hereinbefore  particularly  mentioned  the  yearly  rent  of  nine  pounds 
sterling  by  equal  quarterly  payments  on  the  four  usual  Quarter  Days  in  the  year  (that 
is  to  say)  the  25th  day  of  March;  the  24th  day  of  June;  the  29th  day  of  September;  and 
the  25th  day  of  December  in  each  and  every  year,  free  and  clear  from  all  present  and 
future  taxes,  rates,  rents,  charges,  assessments,  impositions,  outgoings  and  deductions 
whatsoever  (Landlords’  property  tax  only  excepted)  and  also  yielding  and  paying  a 
further  and  additional  yearly  rent  of  ten  pounds  for  every  acre,  and  so  in  proportion 
for  a  less  quantity,  of  an  acre  of  the  Meadow  Land  hereby  demised,  which  the  said  W.  M. 
Pichthall,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  dig,  break  up  or  convert  into 
tillage,  or  use  otherwise  than  as  Meadow  Land  or  Pasture,  contrary  to  the  Covenant  in 
that  behalf  hereinafter  contained  ;  such  additional  rent  to  be  payable  quarterly,  on  the 
said  Quarter  Days  above  mentioned,  the  first  payment  thereof  to  be  due  on  such  of  the 
said  quarter  days  as  shall  first  happen  next  after  any  such  Meadow  Land  shall  be  so 
dug,  broken  up  or  converted  into  tillage  or  used  otherwise  than  as  meadow  or  pasture. 

And  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall  doth  hereby  for  himself,  his  heirs,  executors  and 
assigns,  covenant,  promise  and  agree  with  and  to  the  said  Joshua  Higgs,  his  heirs  and 
assigns,  and  with  the  said  Caleb  Higgs,  his  heirs  and  assigns  in  manner  following  (that 
is  to  say)  that  he  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall  his  executors,  adminstrators  and  assigns 
shall  and  will  well  and  truly  pay,  or  cause  to  be  paid,  unto  the  said  Joshua  Higgs,  his 
heirs  or  assigns  the  said  yearly  rent  of  Sixty  One  Pounds,  and  unto  the  said  Caleb 
Higgs,  his  heir  or  assigns  the  said  yearly  rent  of  Nine  Pounds  at  the  times  and  in  the 
proportions  hereinbefore  appointed  for  payment  of  the  same  rents  respectively  by  the 
said  W.  M.  Pichthall  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  and  will,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  time  hereby  granted  bear,  pay  and  discharge  all  taxes,  rates, 
duties,  rent  charges,  assessments,  impositions,  and  outgoings  of  what  nature  or  kind 
soever  whether  parliamentary,  parochial  or  otherwise  imposed  or  charged,  or  which  at 
any  time  during  the  said  term  hereby  granted  shall  be  imposed  or  charged  on  the  said 
hereby  demised  premises  or  on  any  part  thereof,  or  on  the  Landlord  for  the  time  being 
in  respect  thereof  or  of  the  rent  hereby  reserved  (Landlord’s  Property  Tax  only  excepted) 
and  also  that  he  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors  administrators  or  assigns  shall 
and  will  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereinafter  during  the  said  term  hereby 
granted,  at  his  and  their  own  costs  and  charges,  when,  where  and  as  often  as  need  or 
occasion  shall  be,  or  require,  well  and  sufficiently  repair,  uphold,  support,  maintain,  glaze, 

*  Now  called  “  Sunnyside  ”,  Cold  Ash. 


2001F  («)  YJIMAH  HHT 


.  ..  \U  '  .  4.1J..  Ul*  ol<{  »•.'«••  ••  1  4:" 

!  i  •  ■■  1  '  '  ;i"  ■ 

■. 1  1 


JOSHUA  AND  CALEB  HIGGS  OF  COLD  ASH 


105 


pare,  paint,  cleanse,  empty,  amend  and  keep  in  good  repair  the  interior  of  the  said  dwell¬ 
ing  house,  buildings  and  premises  hereby  demised  in,  by  and  with  all,  and  all  manner 
of  needful  and  necessary  reparations,  cleansings  and  amendments  whatsoever,  and  so 
at  the  end  or  other  sooner  terminations  of  this  demise,  leave  and  yield  up  the  said  sur¬ 
mised  premises,  and  shall  and  will  once  in  every  seven  years  of  the  said  term  (provided 
this  demise  shall  not  be  determined  at  the  end  of  the  first  three  years  thereof)  paint  or 
cause  to  be  painted  twice  over  in  good  oil  colours,  in  a  good  workmanlike  manner,  all 
the  woodwork  and  other  parts  usually  painted  in  the  inside  of  the  same  dwelling  house 
and  premises  respectively,  and  also  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Joshua  Higgs 
and  Caleb  Higgs,  their  heirs  and  assigns  and  their  and  his  agents,  surveyors  and  work¬ 
men  at  all  times  during  the  said  term  at  reasonable  times  in  the  day  time,  to  enter  into 
the  said  demised  premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  view  the  state  and  condition  thereof, 
and  also  for  doing  the  external  repairs  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  for  any  other 
reasonable  purpose  and  to  give  or  leave  notice  in  writing  on  the  said  premises  to  or  for 
the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  for  the  amendments 
of  all  internal  defects  and  wants  of  reparation  then  and  there  found,  and  for  the  due 
observance  and  performance  of  the  covenants  or  agreement  herein  contained. 

And  that  he  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns, 
or  some  or  one  of  them,  will  within  the  space  of  three  calendar  months  next  after  every 
such  notice  shall  be  so  given  or  left  as  aforesaid,  well  and  sufficiently  repair  amend  and 
make  good  all  defects  and  wants  of  reparation  whatsoever  which  ought  to  be  done  by 
him  in  the  said  demised  premises,  according  to  the  covenant  hereinbefore  contained, 
and  also  that  he  the  said  \V.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  will 
at  all  times,  during  the  said  terms  keep  the  said  land  hereby  demised  in  good  heart  and 
condition,  and  so  as  not  to  allow  the  same  to  become  impoverished  and  will  property 
manure  the  same  by  spending  and  bestowing  thereon  every  three  years  of  the  said  term, 
in  a  husband  like  manner  at  least  15  loads  of  good  stable  manure,  or  such  quantity  of 
artificial  manure  as  shall  be  of  equal  value,  and  shall  not,  nor  will  at  any  time  break  this 
demise,  dig,  break  up  or  convert  into  tillage,  or  use  otherwise  than  as  meadow,  or  pasture, 
any  part  of  the  said  meadow  land  hereby  demised,  except  the  paddock  in  front  of  the  said 
messuage  or  Dwelling  House,  which  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall  shall  be  at  liberty  to  plant 
ornamental  trees  and  shrubs,  and  also  that  he,  the  said  W.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors, 
administrators  or  assigns,  shall  and  will  keep  the  hedges  and  fences  of  and  belonging  to  the 
said  premises  hereby  demised  property  trained  and  pruned  and  in  good  order  and  condition, 
and  all  the  ditches  and  watercourses  property  cleansed,  free  and  open,  and  also  shall  not 
nor  will  at  any  time  during  this  demise,  remove  off  or  from  the  premises  hereby  demised 
any  of  the  ornamental,  fruit  or  other  trees  in  or  about  the  same,  but  shall  and  will  pre¬ 
serve  all  such  trees  from  damage  from  cattle  or  otherwise. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  agreed,  and  declared  that  the  yearly 
rents  hereby  reserved,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  at  any  time,  during  the  continuance 
of  the  term  hereby  granted  be  in  arrears  and  unpaid  for  the  space  of  14  days  next  after 
any  of  the  days  hereinbefore  mentioned  for  payment  thereof  or  if  the  said  YV.  M.  Pich¬ 
thall  his  executors,  administrators  or  assigns  shall  neglect  or  fail  in,  or  be  guilty  of  a 
breach  or  non-performance  of  any  or  either  of  the  covenant  or  agreements  herein  con¬ 
tained,  or  his  or  their  part  be  observed  or  performed  and  kept,  then  and  from  henceforth 
in  any  of  the  said  cases  it  shall,  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Joshua  Higgs  and 
Caleb  Higgs,  their  heirs  or  assigns  respectively  (According  to  their  estate  and  interest 
in  the  premises  hereby  demised  and  the  rent  hereby  reserved)  into  and  14)011  the  said 
messuage,  or  tenement,  land  and  premises  hereby  demised,  or  into  and  upon  any  part 
thereof  in  the  name  of  the  whole  to  re-enter  and  the  same  to  have  again,  repossess  and 
enjoy  as  of  his  and  their  former  estate,  as  if  this  lease  had  never  been  made  or  executed 
and  the  said  \V.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors,  administrators  and  assigns  and  all  other 
tenants  and  occupiers  of  the  said  premises  thereout,  and  from  thence  utterly  expel  put 
out  and  remove  anything  therein  before  mentioned  to  the  contrary  thereof,  in  any  wise 
notwithstanding. 

And  the  said  Joshua  Higgs,  doth  hereby  for  himself,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  covenant, 
promise  and  agree  with  and  to  the  said  YV.  M.  Pichthall,  his  executors,  administrators 
and  assigns,  that  he  the  said  Joshua  Higgs,  his  heirs,  or  assigns,  shall  and  will  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  during  the  said  term  hereby  granted,  at  his  and  their 
own  costs,  and  charges  when,  where  and  as  often  as  need  or  occasion  shall  or  require, 
well  and  sufficiently  repair,  uphold,  support,  maintain,  tile,  glaze,  pare,  paint,  cleanse. 
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amend  and  keep  in  good  repair  the  exterior  of  the  said  Dwelling  House  and  buildings 
1  ere  by  demised  in  by  and  with  all  and  all  manner  of  needful  and  necessary  reparations, 
c  eansings  and  amendments  whatsoever,  and  that  he  the  said  Joshua  Higgs,  his  heirs 
and  assigns  shall  and  will,  once  in  every  four  years  of  the  said  term  hereby  granted,  paint 
oi  cause  to  be  painted  twice  over  in  good  oil  colours,  and  in  a  good  workmanlike  manner 
all  the  wood  and  ironwork  heretofore  usually  painted  on  the  outside  of  the  said  Dwelling 
House  and  buildings  hereby  demised  the  said  VV.  M.  Piciithall,  his  executors,  admiuis 
trators  and  assigns  hereby  agreeing  to  pay  and  allow  him  and  them  the  sum  of  Ten 
pounds  Sterling  towards  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  said  Joshua  Higgs,  his  heirs  or 
assigns  in  the  external  painting  hereby  agreed  to  be  done  by  the  said  Joshua  Higgs 
his  heirs  or  assigns  as  aforesaid. 

+1  Avd  the  S,a*d  .JOSiiUA  an.d  Caleb  Higgs  do  hereby  respectively  for  themselves, 
then  heirs  and  assigns,  according  to  their  respective  estates  and  interests  in  the  premises 
and  the  rent  hereby  reserved,  covenant,  promise  and  agree  with  and  to  the  said  W.  M. 

ichthall,  his  executors  and  administrators,  that  he  the  said  W.  M.  Piciithall,  his 
executors,  administrators  and  assigns,  paying  the  said  rents  hereby  reserved  ’and 
o  iserving  and  performing  the  covenants,  clauses,  conditions  and  agreements  hereinbefore 
contained,  and  on  his  and  their  parts  to  be  paid,  observed  and  performed,  shall  and  may 
peaceably  and  quietly  have,  hold,  possess  and  enjoy  the  said  hereby  demised  premises 
wit  i  their  appurtenances  for  and  during  the  said  term  hereby  granted  without  any 
interruption  or  disturbance  of,  from  or  by  the  said  Joshua  Higgs  and  Caleb  Higgs,  or 
eit  lei  of  them,  their  or  either  of  their  heirs  or  assigns,  or  any  person  lawfully  claiming, 
or  to  claim  by  from  or  under  or  in  trust  for  them,  him  or  any  of  them. 

Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  expressly  declared  and  agreed  between  and  bv 
the  said  parties  hereto  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Joshua  Higgs  and  Caleb 
iggs,  their  heirs  or  assigns  or  for  the  said  W.  M.  Piciithall,  his  executors  administrators 
or  assigns  to  determine  this  lease  at  the  end  of  the  first  three  years,  or  at  the  end  of  the  first 
seven  years  of  the  said  term  hereby  granted,  upon  the  said  Joshua  Higgs  and  Caleb 
Higgs,  their  heirs  or  assigns  delivering  to  the  said  W.  M.  Piciithall,  his  executors,  admini¬ 
strators  or  assigns,  or  leaving  for  him  or  them  at  or  upon  the  said  hereby  demised  premises 
six  calendar  months  previous  notice  in  writing  or  upon  the  said  W.  M.  Piciithall,  his 
executors,  administrators  or  assigns  delivering  to  the  said  Joshua  Higgs  and  Caleb 
Hic.gs,  their  heirs  or  assigns  at  his  or  their  usual  or  last  known  place  of  abode  in  England 
respectively  a  similar  notice  in  writing,  and  in  either  of  the  said  cases  this  present 
ndenture  and  eveiy  clause,  matter  or  thing  herein  contained,  shall  upon  the  expiration  of 
the  said  lirst  three  years,  or  first  seven  years  (as  may  be  the  case)  of  the  said  term  hereby 
granted,  cease  determine  and  be  void  (save  as  to  any  breach  theretofore  made  by  any  or 
either  of  the  said  parties  hereto,  his  or  their  respective  heirs,  executors,  administrators 
oi  assigns  ol  any  of  either  of  the  covenants  or  agreements  herein  contained)  anything 
herein  before  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

In  witness  whereof  the  said  Parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  set  their 
hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  above  written. 

JOSHUA  HIGGS. 

CALEB  HIGGS. 

WALLIS  MARMADUKE  PICHTHALL. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  within  named  Joshua  Higgs  in  the  presence  of — 

W.  J.  COWPER,  £ 

Solicitor, 

Newbury. 

Signed,  sealed  and  delivered  by  the  within  named  Caleb  Higgs  in  the  presence  of — 

GEORGE  HIGGS,* 

The  Admiralty, 

Somerset  House. 

*  The  fourth  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  his  wife. 
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CHAPTER  VIII  - 

Caleb  Higgs,  Yeoman,  of  Worcester  Park  Farm 

Caleb  Higgs  of  Worcester  Park  Farm,  Cheam,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Caleb  Higgs  of  Mitcham,  formerly  of  Lambeth  in  the  same  county,  and  of  Cold 
Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  by  Sarah,  daughter  of  Richard 
Nash,  his  wife.  He  was  born  at  Lambeth  on  14  September,  1820,  in  the  house 
at  Ferry  Street,  within  a  stone’s  throw  of  the  old  ferry  landing  on  the  river’s  bank, 
and  opposite  to  the  Parish  Church  and  beautiful  old  Palace  of  the  Archbishops  of  Canter-- 
bury.  As  a  boy  he  was  sent  by  his  parents  to  a  small  private  school  conducted  by  the 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Chapel  (near  Marshgate — and  later  known  as  Regent  Street 
Chapel,  Lambeth)  in  the  vestry  of  that  building.  Until  his  parents  moved  from  Lambeth 
to  Walworth,  he  and  his  brothers  assisted  their  father  with  the  dairy  farm  and  milk 
supply  business  which  he  had  started  soon  after  settling  in  Lambeth  from  the  old  home  at 
Cold  Ash. 

In  November,  1847,  he  married  Dorcas,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Jenner  of  Horne  Park,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  a  member  of  an  ancient 
Sussex  family  which  probably  derived  its  name  from  Le  Enginkur, 

Lingineur,  or  Le  Geneur,  as  found  in  charters  of  the  time  of  King  Henry 
III.  The  name  is  found  in  a  variety  of  forms  throughout  the  county  of 
Sussex,  changing  from  Le  Geneur  to  Genenre  and  Genur,  and  then  taking 
the  spellings  of  Genner  and  Jenner.  In  1447  we  find  a  Thomas  Gynnour 
as  member  of  Parliament  for  Midhurst,  and  for  Shoreham  in  1450. 

It  was,  however,  from  Guillaume  Geneure,  who  settled  in  England  at  Mayfield, 
in  the  county  of  Sussex  (where  he  probably  already  had  kinsfolk),  that  Thomas  Jenner 
of  Horne  Park  claimed  descent.  The  much-treasured  record  of  the  pedigree  was  taken 
to  Australia  by  his  son  John,  and  this  became  lost  in  a  fire  in  that  country.  Guillaume 
Geneure  was  a  refugee  from  France  about  1562,  having  suffered  much  during  the  first 
persecution  of  the  Huguenots. 

Thomas  Jenner  of  Horne  Park  claimed  to  be  a  kinsman  of  Dr.  Edward  Jenner, 
the  eminent  physician  and  discoverer  of  vaccine  as  an  antidote  for  smallpox,  who  twice 
declined  to  accept  the  honour  of  Knighthood  from  his  Sovereign  George  IV.  A  sister 
of  Thomas  Jenner  of  Horne  Park  became  the  wife  of  Capt.  Budgen,  R.N.,  and  was 
appointed  a  Lady-in-Waiting  to  Oueen  Caroline  during  her  residence  at  Blackheath, 
and  an  interesting  story  lias  been  given  to  the  compiler  of  this  book  by  the  late  Mrs. 
Sara  Rae  (nee  Sara  Higgs),  a  granddaughter  of  Thomas  Jenner,  only  a  few  weeks 
prior  to  her  decease,  when  she  wrote  as  follows  : 

“  Our  aunt,  Esther  Jenner,  often  took  me  to  see  the  Palace  on  Blackheath,  where 
her  aunt,  the  wife  of  Capt.  Bugden,  R.N.,  had  been  in  residence  as  Lady-in-Waiting 
to  Queen  Caroline.  Upon  one  occasion  she  told  us  the  story  of  how  her  aunt,  Mrs. 
Budgen,  was  in  great  consternation  one  day  over  the  Queen  coming  into  the  room  just 
at  the  moment  when  the  Princess  Charlotte,  having  fallen  out  with  her  young  son 
(who  was  about  the  same  age  as  the  Princess,  and  usually  a  great  companion),  was 
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settling  the  dispute  in  a  stand-up  tight.  Her  Majesty  at  once  put  Mrs.  Budgen  at 
hei  ease  by  saying  Don  t  trouble,  children  will  be  children  ;  it  does  them  no  harm  ’ 

Mrs.  Sara  Rae  also  stated  :  “  Sir  William  Jenner  ”  (who  was  born  at  Chatham, 
Co.  Kent,  in  1815,  and  was  appointed  Physician-in-Ordinary  to  Her  Majesty  Oueen 
\  ictoria  in  1862  ;  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  1863  ;  and  attended  the  Prince  Consort 
in  his  last  illness  in  1861,  and  who  attended  the  Prince  of  Wales  in  a  similar  attack 
of  typhoid  in  1871),  claimed  to  be  related  some  distance  back.  Lady  Jenner,  his 
wife,  sometimes  wrote  to  me  and  subscribed  to.  the  Guild  (The  Girls’  Guild  of  Good 
Life,  founded  by  Mrs.  Sara  Rae  at  Hoxton)  for  many  years  until  her  death  ”. 

Anothei  statement  of  historical  interest  from  Mrs.  Sara  Rae’s  letters  will  not  be 
out  of  place  in  connection  with  the  details  relating  to  the  Jenner  family.  She  wrote  : 


Thomas  Jenner  of  Horne  Park,  near  Blackheath,  Co.  Kent, 

THE  FATHER  OF  DORCAS  JENNER  WHO  BECAME  THE  WIFE  OF 

Caleb  Higgs,  the  younger,  of  Cheam,  Co.  Surrey. 


“  Our  family  knew  how  it  was  Dr.  E.  Jenner  discovered  Vaccination.  It  was 

through  his  countless  Small-pox  patients — nearly  every  one  had  it  in  those  days _ and 

he  thought  it  strange  that  dairy  maids  so  often  escaped  it,  which  led  him  to  feel  that  when 
they  milked  the  cows,  with  sores  upon  their  fingers,  they  became  inoculated,  and  that 
this  in  some  way  prevented  it.  He  then  tried  inoculation  upon  himself  first,  and  later 
upon  one  of  his  babies  (which  was  a  period  of  fearful  anxiety  to  him  and  his  wife,  as  they 
feared  it  might  result  in  death  to  a  young  baby).” 

The  ancient  arms  of  the  Jenner  family  as  shown  upon  the  tabulation  here  given 
were  :  "  Vert  (green)  three  cups  or  (gold)  two  in  chief  and  one  in  base  ”.  Their  motto 
was  Noblesse  Oblige  ”,  and  Mrs.  Sara  Rae  stated  that  when  she  and  her  brothers 


and  sisters  were  children  this  motto  was  drilled  into  them  when  a  mean  thing  had  been 
done  or  the  truth  had  not  been  told. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Dorcas  Higgs  (nee  Jenner)  was  born  in  1828,  and  passed  away  24  January,  1876. 
She  was  interred  at  Kingston-on-Thames,  Co.  Surrey. 

Before  marriage  Caleb  Higgs  took  up  the  leases  of  several  farms  at  Cheam,  making 
Worcester  Park  Farmhouse  his  home,  and  upon  these  lands  he  kept  a  large  herd  of  dairy 
cows,  and  built  up  a  very  successful  business.  He  let  the  houses  of  “Sparrow”  and 
“  Cold  Harbour  ”  farms.  Ihe  last-named  was  a  large  one,  and  had  historical  traditions. 
It  was  said  that  Oueen  Elizabeth  had  visited  this  residence,  which  dated  back  to  days 
before  her  reign.  It  possessed  a  wonderful  old  well  in  a  cellar,  which  was  never  known 
to  run  dry,  and  this  was  opposite  to  a  “  built-up  ”  entrance  to  a  subterranean  passage 
which  led  from  this  ancient  place  to  the  Parish  Church,  and  this  had  formed  a  means  of 
escape  in  perilous  days  for  politicians  and  others. 

Caleb  Higgs  employed  over  a  hundred  men  upon  his  lands  at  Cheam  and  Maldon  in 
connection  with  his  dairy  herds,  and  finding  that  there  was  little  service  of  a  spiritual 
nature  to  be  then  had  in  the  village  of  Maldon,  he  took  a  house  upon  the  village  green, 
and  by  removing  the  upper  floors,  he  turned  it  into  a  Mission  Hall,  where  Sunday  services 
and  schools  were  held  for  the  men,  their  wives  and  children.  The  pulpit  was  exactly 
opposite  the  door  with  an  aisle  up  to  it,  and  on  hot  summer  evenings  the  door  was  always 
open.  One  Sunday  evening  in  the  middle  of  the  sermon— which  was  being  delivered 
by  a  young  student  from  Spurgeon’s  College,  named  Medhurst  (who  afterwards  became 
a  well-known  minister) — two  enormous  sows  walked  in  from  the  green,  and  began  a 
slow  procession  up  the  aisle  to  the  pulpit.  The  congregation  seemed  paralysed,  and  no 
attempt  was  made  to  drive  them  out.  Ihe  student  had  a  keen  sense  of  humour  anti 
actually  burst  out  laughing,  saying  :  “  My  friends,  please  remove  them.  I  cannot  ‘  cast 
my  pearls  before  swine  ’ 

Ihe  Rev.  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon  was  very  glad  to  have  this  Mission  Hall  to 
send  the  young  students  from  his  College  to  for  gaining  experience  in  conducting  services, 
and  so  regular  services  were  maintained  week  after  week,  and  the  students  were  the 
guests  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caleb  Higgs  at  Worcester  Park  Farm.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  C.  11. 
Spurgeon  were  themselves  frequent  visitors  also,  and  once  said  :  “  Nowhere  do  we  get 
so  peaceful,  and  beautiful,  a  rest  as  at  Worcester  Park  ”,  and  it  was  their  joy  to  roam 
the  woods  and  the  fields  free  from  the  public  gaze,  for  at  that  time  Spurgeon’s  popularity 
was  at  its  height,  and  thousands  flocked  to  hear  him  wherever  he  went.  What  a  change 
in  this  locality  has  since  taken  place!  How  the  great  Metropolis  has  spread!  The. 
peacefulness  and  beauty  of  the  scene  have  passed  as  also  have  the  generous,  kindhearted 
eoman  and  his  wife,  and  the  great  Nonconformist  Preacher  it  was  their  privilege  to 
entertain. 

By  Dorcas  Jenner,  his  wife,  Caleb  Higgs  had  one  son,  who  was  born  at  Kennington, 
and  five  daughters,  all  of  whom  were  born  at  Worcester  Park  Farm.  The  married  life  of 
Caleb  Higgs  and  Dorcas  Jenner,  however,  was  not  of  long  duration,  and  Dorcas 
Higgs  became  a  widow  9  September,  1861,  her  husband  dying  at  the  early  age  of  forty-one, 
when  he  was  buried  at  Kingston-on-Thames,  Co.  Surrey.  Their  eldest  child  was  but 
thirteen  years  of  age,  whilst  the  youngest  was  only  six  months  at  the  time  of  Caleb 
Higgs’s  decease.  Sometime  after  Caleb  Higgs’s  death  his  brother  William  advised 
Dorcas,  the  widow,  to  renew  the  lease  upon  the  farms  which  she  did,  and  so  was  able  to 
educate  and  provide  for  her  young  family  for  some  years.  Eventually  the  dairy  herd 
was  attacked  with  cattle  plague— or  “  rinderpest  ” — and  one  morning  the  young  son 
C  aleb  (who  was  only  seven  years  old  when  his  father  died),  upon  going  out  into  one  of 
his  mother’s  fields,  counted  over  a  hundred  fine  animals  all  lying  stricken  or  dead.  This 
W'as  a  heavy  loss  indeed,  there  being  no  compensation  from  the  Government  at  this  time  ; 
but  the  loss  did  not  terminate  there,  for  milk  contracts  had  to  be  fulfilled,  and  as  so  many 
cows  had  died  all  over  the  country,  the  meeting  of  claims  under  this  heading  was  a 
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serious  matter.  Then,  too,  contracts  had  been  entered  into  with  Messrs.  Watney, 
the  brewers,  for  supplying  wet  grains  to  the  farm.  Large  pits  were  dug  into  which 
the  wet  grains  were  put,  in  order  to  try  and  save  them,  but  that  failed  and  the  grains 
were  wasted.  Notwithstanding  all  this  terrific  loss  Dorcas  Higgs  was  not  financially 
ruined,  and  she  was  able  to  dispose  of  the  goodwill  of  the  lease  for  a  substantial  sum. 
Her  brother-in-law,  William  Higgs,  of  Lambeth,  came  to  her  assistance,  and  what 
was  left  of  her  capital  was  invested  in  some  cottage  property,  under  his  advice,  at  Ber¬ 
mondsey,  near  to  which  the  Tower  Bridge  Road  eventually  came,  when  it  was  sold  at 


Caleb  Higgs,  J.P.,  Mill  Owner,  ok  Haywards  Heath,  only  son  ok  Caleb  Higgs  and  Dorcas 
Jenner,  iiis  wife,  born  .10  February,  185.1 1  hied  z~]  December,  1932. 


a  handsome  profit,  and  the  family  have  always  felt  that  a  debt  of  gratitude  was  due  to 
him  for  the  way  in  which  he  handled  the  affairs  of  his  deceased  brother  Caleb  for  the 
benefit  of  his  widow  Dorcas  and  her  family.  He  was  indeed  a  man  of  remarkable 
foresight  and  judgment  in  business  affairs,  and  with  him  it  was  a  delight  to  give  others 
the  benefit  of  the  ability  he  possessed. 

CALEB  HIGGS,  J.P.,  of  Haywards  Heath,  Co.  Sussex,  the  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  and 
Dorcas  Jenner,  his  wife,  was  born  at  Kennington,  20  February,  1852).  Being  left 
fatherless  as  quite  a  little  lad,  and  bearing  his  father’s  name  as  well  as  his  grandfather’s, 
he  became  a  great  favourite  of  his  grandfather  Caleb,  and  used  to  spend  a  good  deal 
of  his  school  holidays  at  Furzedown  Farm,  Mitcham  Lane,  Streatham.  After  school-days 
were  ended  he  went  to  Haywards  Heath  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  where  he  joined  his 
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cousin  and  brother-in-law  Samuel  Jenner,  son  of  Jonathan  Jenner,  of  Battle,  Co. 
Sussex,  in  business  as  millers  trading  under  the  name  of  Jenner  &  Higgs,  so  carrying 
on  the  old  business  which  Samuel  Jenner  took  over  from  his  uncle,  William  Jenner, 
and  which  business  had  been  operated  by  the  Jenner  family  for  over  a  century.  On 
5  March,  1879,  he  married  Martha,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Richard  John  Chapman, 
of  Brighton,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  and  they  made  their  home  in  a  fine  old 
Iudor  house  called  “  Wickham  ”  at  Haywards  Heath,  which  at  one  time  was  probably 


Caleb  Walter  Higgs,  Merchant,  eldest  son  oe  Caleb  Higgs  of 
Haywards  Heath,  born  10  March,  1880. 


a  manoi  house  and  one  which  might  have  been  occupied  by  an  ironmaster,  as  it  is  in 
the  midst  of  the  Weald  of  Sussex  iron  smeltery  district,  and  three  sons  and  three  daughters 
were  born  to  them,  namely  : 

1.  CALEB  WALTER  HI(iGS,  born  10  March,  1880.  He  was  educated  at  University 
School,  Hastings.  On  11  September,  1907*  be  married  at  Orpington  Baptist 
Church  his  father’s  first  cousin  Catherine,  the  ninth  daughter  of  John  and  Ann 
Higgs,  of  Crofton  Farm,  Orpington,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  a  gifted  musician  and  a 
London  Royal  Academician  pianist — of  the  Guildhall  School  of  Music,  holding 
both  the  bronze  and  gold  medals  of  that  school.  Making  their  home  at  Scad’s  Hill, 
Orpington,  and  afterwards  in  a  house  “  Cliff  End  ”,  which  he  built  at  Fairlight, 
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near  Hastings,  in  Sussex,  Caleb  Walter  Higgs  became  the  founder  and  chairman 
of  the  firm  of  Pattullo  Higgs  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (Agricultural  Merchants),  having 
the  head  offices  at  Orpington.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Caleb 
Walter  and  Catherine  Higgs  : 

1.  Walter  John  Caleb  Higgs,  bom  30  April,  1913. 

(1)  Anne  Margaret,  born  21  October,  1906  (called  “  Nancy  ”). 

(2)  Catherine  Joan,  born  26  July,  1915. 

(3)  Mavis  Gilian,  born  14  August,  1921.  She  died  27  November,  1931. 

2.  RALPH  DOUGLAS  HIGGS,  born  8  August,  1883  ;  lie,  too,  received  his  education 

at  University  School,  Hastings,  and  has  since  become  a  chartered  accountant, 
making  his  home  in  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  married  5  June,  1913,  Helen 
Ada,  daughter  of  John  Waind,  and  by  her  has  two  sons  : 

1.  Harry  John  Walter  Higgs,  born  25  April,  1914. 

2.  Kenneth  Douglas  Higgs,  born  5  December,  1916. 

3.  KENNETH  ALAN  HIGGS,  the  third  son  of  Caleb  and  Martha  Higgs,  of  Haywards 

Heath,  was  born  there  5  October,  188b,  and  became  a  partner  with  his  father  in  the 
old  business  of  Jenner  &  Higgs.  He  received  his  education  at  Mr.  Draper’s  School 
for  Boys  at  Haywards  Heath,  and  afterwards  at  University  School,  Hastings, 
where  he  shone  as  a  cricketer.  Later  he  played  for  the  county,  and  ts  distinguished 
as  being  one  of  seven  only  who  had  then  made  a  century  the  first  tunc  they  played  for 
their  county.  He  has  been  obliged  to  relinquish  county  cricket  through  business 
ties.  On  2  September,  1918,  he  married  Madge,  daughter  of  Robert  Bedford 
Vi  all,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of  Redhill,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  by  whom  he  has  the  following 
children  : 

1.  Patrick  Higgs,  born  17  March,  1920. 

(1)  Pamela  Madge,  bom  28  December,  1922. 

(2)  June,  born  1  June,  1925. 

During  the  World  War  Kenneth  Alan  Higgs  held  a  Commission  in  the  Civil 
Service  Rifles,  British  Expeditionary  Force,  having  joined  the  Army  within  a  month 
of  its  outbreak. 


The  three  daughters  of  Caleb  and  Martha  Higgs  ol  Haywards  Heath  are  as  follows  : 

(1)  Mabel  Dora,  born  at  Haywards  Heath  14  May,  1881.  She  died  there  21  April,  1907. 

(2)  Nellie  Grace,  born  at  Haywards  Heath  1  May,  1882,  and  also  died  there  27  August, 

1909. 

(3)  Dorothy  Kate,  born  at  Haywards  Heath  11  January,  1896.  She  kept  house  for 

her  father,  after  her  mother’s  decease,  when  her  father  moved  from  “  Wickham  ” 
into  a  smaller  residence. 

Martha,  the  wife  of  Caleb  Higgs  of  Haywards  Heath,  died  26  April,  1926,  and  was 
buried  in  Cuckfield  Cemetery. 

Caleb  Higgs,  up  to  the  time  of  his  decease — 27  December,  1932— took  the  keenest 
interest  in  county  and  national  news,  and  his  delight  was  to  watch  a  cricket  match,  in 
which  game,  like  his  son  Kenneth,  he  had  always  taken  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  He 
delighted  also  to  spend  a  few  days  or  weeks  occasionally  at  his  son  Caleb’s  holiday  cottage 
on  the  cliffs  between  Hastings  and  Winchelsea,  in  company  with  his  grandchildren. 
He  took  an  interest  in  the  business  with  his  son  Kenneth  until  his  death.  A  man  of 
sterling  character,  sound  judgment,  and  a  charm  of  manner  which  endeared  him  to  all 
with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

The  five  daughters  of  Caleb  Higgs  of  Cheam  and  Dorcas  Jenner  his  wife  were  : 
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(1)  Dorcas  (Dora),  who  was  born  at  Worcester  Park  Farm  25  September,  1848.  It 

was  she  who  married  in  1869  Samuel  Jenner,  the  eldest  son  of  Jonathan  Jenner, 
of  Battle,  Co.  Sussex,  with  whom  her  brother  Caleb  went  into  partnership  at 
Haywards  Heath,  in  the  milling  business.  Samuel  Jenner  died  at  Stamford 
Hill  31  October,  1909  ( vide  Tabulation,  Jenner  family). 

(2)  Sara,  who  was  born  13  December,  1850.  She  married  6  June,  1877,  John  Turner 

Rae,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Robert  Rae  of  Crouch  End,  and  whom  he  succeeded 
as  Secretary  of  the  National  Temperance  League.  He  was  of  the  same  family 
as  Dr.  John  Rae,  the  Scottish  Arctic  explorer  (1813-1893),  who  was  born  near 
Stromness,  in  the  Orkney  Isles,  and  entered  the  service  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
as  doctor  in  1833.  It  was  he  who,  in  1853-4,  discovered,  with  seven  comrades,  the 
sad  relics  of  the  Franklin  expedition.  Altogether  he  was  engaged  in  live  Arctic 
expeditions  between  184G  and  1854,  four  of  which  he  commanded.  John  Turner 
Rae  was  a  splendid  man  and  a  beautiful  character.  His  portrait  is  given  with 
the  Preface  to  this  book,  taken  with  his  wife — one  of  the  Three  Cousins  to  whose 
memory  this  work  is  dedicated.  They  only  had  one  child,  a  daughter,  whom  they 
named  Ida  Grace,  born  to  them  on  15  April,  1880.  This  greatly  beloved  girl 
succumbed  to  typhoid  19  January,  1898,  in  her  eighteenth  year,  which  was  a 
terrible  blow  to  her  parents — though  through  this  agony  of  suffering  the  birth 
of  a  great  work  in  North-East  London  took  place,  for  from  that  time  Sara  Rae 
devoted  her  life  entirely  to  endeavouring  to  brighten  the  lives  of  poor  girls  in 
Hoxton,  in  which  work  she  had  with  her  husband  taken  some  interest,  before 
their  child  was  taken,  in  connection  with  temperance  meetings  held  at  a  hall  in 
Hoxton  Street  under  the  leadership  of  Mr.  William  Noble  (still  alive,  living  in 
Birmingham — 1933 — aged  about  90).  Sara  Rae  saw  that  a  great  work  lay  before 
her  of  a  social,  as  well  as  of  a  religious  character,  and  she  drowned  the  sorrows  of 
her  aching  heart  in  the  real  joy  to  be  found  in  trying  to  help  others.  She  commenced 
a  guild  for  girls,  teaching  them  sewing,  cooking,  first-aid,  etc.,  she  had  a  (.lrill 
instructress  and  a  choirmaster,  for  she  believed  in  the  usefulness  of  song  and 
music.  The  work  grew  so  rapidly  that  she  soon  took  over  the  whole  of  Hoxton 
Hall  for  classes  and  recreations  for  the  poor  girls  in  this  sordid  district,  and 
hundreds  of  inquiries  poured  in  to  her  from  churches  hearing  of  the  great  success 
of  the  undertaking,  and  desiring  to  commence  similar  guilds.  She  named  this 
guild  by  the  name  suggested  to  her  by  a  friend  of  her  husband’s  father,  Mr.  Robert 
Rae,  namely,  Sir  Benjamin  Ward  Richardson,  the  great  physician  and  surgeon 
(1828-1896),  “  The  Girls’  Guild  of  Good  Life  ”.  (Sir  Benjamin  Ward  Richard¬ 
son,  strangely  enough,  possessed  some  of  Dr.  Edward  Jenner’s  instruments.) 
lhe  Girls’  Guild  of  Good  Life  at  Hoxton  Hall  was  started  upon  Temperance  lines 
and  all  members  were  asked  to  sign  the  pledge.  Lady  Elizabeth  Biddulpii  and 
Lady  Henry  Somerset,  both  strong  teetotallers,  were  very  glad  to  find  this  was 
the  case,  and  through  Lady  Elizabeth  and  Lady  Jane  Ellice,  Ladies-in-Waiting 
to  Queen  Victoria,  Her  Majesty  became  interested  in  the  Guild.  Queen 
Alexandra  was  a  great  friend  to  it  and  did  much  to  help  it,  and  Queen  Mary 
has  exerted  powerful  influence  for  it  through  many  long  years. 

Not  only  has  Queen  Mary  taken  the  keenest  interest  in  this  Guild,  but  Her 
Majesty,  learning  of  the  desire  of  Mrs.  Sara  Rae  to  see  a  hostel  for  women  and 
girls  instituted  in  Hoxton,  became  the  first  contributor  to  the  Building  F'und  by 
sending  £100.  Later  Queen  Mary  gave  £6000  from  the  proceeds  of  the  Dolls’ 
House  at  Wembley,  and  when  Mrs.  Rae,  and  her  co-workers,  did  not  know  where 
to  turn  for  further  funds  Her  Majesty  gave  another  £2000  herself  to  complete  the 
building.  This  was  kept  a  profound  secret,  as  the  Queen  did  not  wish  it  to  be 
known,  but  by  urgent  request  permission  was  granted  for  this  to  be  made  public, 
and  Lady  Bertha  Dawkins,  Lady-in-Waiting  to  Her  Majesty,  openly  expressed 
the  heartfelt  gratitude  of  all  to  Queen  Mary  at  the  opening  ceremony  which  she 
herself  performed  in  1929. 

Space  forbids  the  giving  of  further  details  in  connection  with  the  great  work 
at  Hoxton  bom  from  the  heart’s  travail  of  Sara  Rae.  She  herself  ever  shrunk 
from  having  her  name  or  efforts  eulogized,  but  this  account  of  the  Hums  family 
would  not  be  complete  did  we  not  pay  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  daughter  of 
Caleb  Higgs  and  Dorcas  Jenner,  his  wife,  who  triumphed  over  personal  suffering, 
and  the  deepest  of  grief,  by  the  sacrifice  of  her  life  spent  for  the  upraising  of  the 


iL  1  IK/  2  {>'  '  I  uL>it  iiiroii  I  * '  ri;  v 

ojBi  .  rxlmxv*  l  tl  < 

I-  U '  ni  ,oiiw  »;I  h  Jl 


CALEB  HIGGS  OF  WORCESTER  PARK  FARM 


II5 

poor  and  needy  in  North-East  London,  and  by  her  sincerity  and  the  sinking  of 
self,  won  the  esteem  and  love  of  poor  and  rich  alike,  and  was  graciously  remembered, 
in  a  very  personal  way,  by  Her  Majesty  Queen  Mary,  who  has  done  so  much 
to  assist,  and  help  on  the  work  at  Hoxton. 

1  he  compiler  has  been  permitted  to  reproduce  a  personal  photograph  of  Oueen 
Mary  and  the  Princess  Mary,  signed  by  each  of  them,  and  sent  to  Mrs.  Sara 


Rae  in  1917,  and  we  arc  able  to  reproduce  a  picture  of  the  handsome  bowl  presented 
by  Her  Majesty  as  a  personal  token  of  esteem  upon  the  occasion  of  the  golden 
wedding  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Turner  Rae  celebrated  at  the  Hoxton  Hall, 
6  June,  1927.  This  bowl  was  sent  direct  to  their  home,  No.  17,  Darenth  Road, 
Stamford  Hill,  London,  with  Her  Majesty’s  card  of  “Best  Wishes  ",  and  has  been 
reproduced  from  a  photograph  taken  by  Miss  Nancy  Higgs,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Sara 
Rae,  at  her  request  for  this  book  only  a  week  or  two  before  she  passed  away, 
quietly  in  her  sleep  at  Beltinge,  near  Herne  Bay,  where  she  had  gone  for  a  month’s 
rest  upon  her  doctor’s  advice.  A  beautiful  ending  to  a  remarkable  life  in  the 
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The  Handsome  Bowl  sent  by  Her  Majesty  Queen  Mary  as  a 
Golden  Wedding  Gift  to  Mrs.  Sara  Rae  (Nee  Higgs). 
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service  of  others.  She  was  called  to  a  Higher  Service  in  the  Life  Beyond  on  Sunday, 
18  June,  1933.  John  Turner  Rae  passed  away  in  1929.  May  all  who  may  read 
the  story  of  Sara  Rae  (nee  Higgs)  do  what  they  can  to  see  that  the  work  she 
founded  is  carried  on. 

(3)  Louisa,  the  third  daughter  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Dorcas  Jenner  his  wife,  was  born 

at  Cheam  1  July,  1856.  She  married  George,  the  second  son  of  Mr.  George 
Charles  Campbell  of  Fentiman  Road,  Clapham,  Co.  Surrey,  and  had  by  him 
two  sons  (vide  Tabulation). 

(4)  Grace  Rhoda  was  the  fourth  daughter,  and  was  born  at  Cheam  8  May,  1859.  She 

eventually  settled  at  Broadstairs  in  Kent.  (A  spinster.) 

(5)  Nellie,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Caleb  and  Dorcas  Higgs,  was  born  at  Worcester 

Park  Farm,  Cheam,  2  March,  1861.  She  married  Ernest  Walter,  the  eldest  son 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Ashby  of  Cornwall  Road,  Brixton,  in  the  county  of  Surrey.  They 
left  no  surviving  issue. 

Thus  ends  the  account  of  the  family  and  descendants  of  Caleb,  the  eldest  son  of 
Caleb  Higgs  of  Mitcham  Lane,  Streatham,  and  Sarah  Nash,  his  wife,  down  to  1933. 


■ 
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Richard  Higgs,  Yeoman,  as  hi;  visited  iiis  extensive  Farms 

ABOUT  l8yo  WITH  HIS  PONY  AND  ClIAISE. 


Richard  IIicgs,  Yeoman,  oe  Cold  Harbour 
Ciiislehurst,  Co.  Kent,  1823-1903. 
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CHAPTER  IX 


Richard  Higgs,  Yeoman,  of  Ghislehurst 

Richard  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  his  wife,  and 
so  named  after  his  maternal  grandfather,  Richard  Nash,  was  born  at  berry  Street, 

I  ambetli,  2  February,  1823,  and  no  doubt  was  sent  with  his  elder  brother  to  the  private 
school  held  in  the  vestry  of  the  old  Methodist  Chapel,  near  Marsh  Gate,  Lambeth, 
conducted  by  the  minister.  It  is  related  that  a  favourite  amusement  of  the  boys  was  to 
find  their  way  up  into  the  pulpit  of  the  old  chapel,  from  whence  they  delivered  recitations 
to  an  imaginary  congregation  in  the  empty  pews  !  In  all  probability  Rr  iiard  attem  ec 
Rodney  House  School,  upon  the  family  removing  to  Walworth,  kept  by  a  Mr.  Robinson 
in  that  place,  as  his  brother  William  did.  His  brain  was  a  combination  of  the  agucultuial 
plus  commercial  mind,  and  therein  was  the  secret  ol  his  successful 
business  career  in  later  life.  Many  men  have  either  the  one  or  the 
other,  but  few  there  are  who  possess  both.  He  was  brought  up 
under  the  strict  religious  discipline  customary  with  those  of  Noncon¬ 
formist  views  at  this  period.  Upon  his  leaving  school  he  spent  his 
whole  time  in  connection  with  his  father’s  business,  and  in  those 
early  days  of  the  building  up  of  that  milk  supply  business  on  the 
outskirts  of  the  great  Metropolis,  he  actually  shouldered  the  yoke 
then  in  use  for  carrying  the  milk  to  the  customers  in  pails,  and  it  is 
related  that  on  the  back  of  these  old-time  yokes  were  the  words 
“Higgs’s  Daily — Everybody  Knows  It ”,  and  this  became  a  veiy 
true  ^slogan,  for  this  dairy  became  one  of  the  best  known  in  London 
When  Richard  Higgs  had  secured  a  fairly  good  clientele,  he  launched 
out  and  built  sheds  in  Date  Street,  Walworth,  which  were  later 
condemned  by  the  local  council  and  had  to  be  pulled  down.  1  his  was  his  Inst  hea  y 
loss,  but  nevertheless  the  business  grew,  and  he  moved  to  more  commod.ous  premises 
on  Walworth  Common,  with  a  branch  in  the  Old  Kent  Read.  Uns  hue. ■  was ha 
over  to  his  first  cousin,  John  Edwards  Marshall,  who  was  a  captain  m  1c  Me  c ha 
Service,  and  who  left  his  seafaring  life  when  his  ship  the  Ambrosme  became  unsea 
worthy  That  ship,  however,  was  sent  to  sea  again,  and  was  lost  with  all  hands. 

1  ater  Richard  Higgs  removed  to  Camberwell  Road,  and  at  the  age  of  forty  married 
1  ouisa  the  daughter  of  James  Horne  of  Tottenham  Court  Road,  London  She  was  no 
ordinary  woman^ either  by  birth  or  in  character.  A  direct  defendant  of  Oliver  CromweU, 
she  inherited  much  of  his  religious  character,  and  was  first  and  foremost  ot  a  serious  naUuc, 
and  it  is  related  of  her  “  She  knew  the  meaning  of  the  claims  oi  Christ  upon  hu  I  t  .  > 

her  daily  reading  of  a  portion  of  the  Scriptures  she  took  what  she  was  pleased  to  call  he 
'  marching  orders'  and  with  her  '  daily  prayer  drill  '  she  put  into  practice,  all  tluoug 
her  very  busy  life,  a  religion  which  made  possible  the  development  ot  a  very  beautiful 
character  Her  gentleness  and  devotion,  her  rule  by  love  and  her  living  C  bristian  examp  t 
wITonly  intensified  by  her  big  nature.  Whilst  deep  and  serious  in  her  rehgioir  she  was 
full  of  frolic  and  ripples  of  laughter  will,  her  family  and  intimate  frit  Is  At.  e  ly 
age  she  had  joined  the  church  worshipping  at  Bloomsbury  Chape Land  there  she  had  been, 
before  her  marriage,  a  devoted  worker  under  the  msp, ration  and  teaching  of  Ur.  Brock. 


Louisa  Higgs,  nick 
Hornk,  wife  of 
Richard  Higgs 
of  Cold  Harbour 
Farm,  1838-1913. 
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01  verY  many  years  up  to  the  time  of  her  decease  in  her  seventy-sixth  year  (7  December 
1913),  for  she  had  been  born  on  28  October,  1838— she  devoted  one  evening  each  week’ 
durmg  the  winter  months,  to  a  work  meeting  held  in  her  drawing-room,  known  as  the 
/  id  Society,  for  the  help  of  the  poor,  and  great  was  her  delight  when  she  received  the 
annual  cheque  ol  £5  for  this  work  from  her  nephew  William  Higgs  of  Stockwell.  She  took 
an  active  interest  in  the  enlargement  of  Foots  Cray  Baptist  Chapel,  and  herself  laid  a  founda¬ 
tion  stone  ol  that  chapel,  which  was  first  opened  for  Divine  Worship  in  1836,  her  husband's 
sifter  Rebecca  having  married  Mr.  Thomas  May,  a  son  of  Mr.  John  May,  of  Greys  Farm, 
St.  Paul  s  Cray,  who  was  one  of  the  chief  movers  in  getting  this  chapel  built.  Louisa  Higgs 
was  a  woman  of  poetic  wit,  which  made  the  more  serious  side  of  her  nature  stand  out  in 
conti  ast.  She  wrote  a  beautifully  clear  hand  and  was  refined  and  musical,  a  most  devoted 


Cold  Harbour  Farmhouse,  Chislehurst,  Co.  Kent. 

the  home  of  Richard  Higgs  and  his  family  from  1869-1911  ;  His  grandson 
Ivor  James  Higgs,  son  of  James  Higgs,  in  the  porch. 


and  loyal  wife,  and  a  mother  always  to  be  remembered  by  her  children  for  her  love  and 
beautiful  character,  which  were  an  inspiration  to  her  family.  She  was  most  practical 
in  her  life,  and  believed  in  “  doing  ”  rather  than  “  talking  ”,  and  whilst  the  thinkers 
and  politicians  were  discussing  ways  and  means  to  assist  the  poor,  and  the  making  of 
laws  for  their  benefit,  Louisa,  the  wife  of  Richard  Higgs,  always— to  use  her  own  words 
“kept  her  charity  pot  going  ,  for  she  always  provided  the  poor  and  needy  within 
her  reach  with  hot  soup  in  winter,  and  many  a  hungry  family  went  away  from  her  home 
warmed,  filled  and  cheered.  Richard  Higgs,  in  all  his  married  life,  had  the  unceasing 
backing  and  devotion  of  his  saintly  wife,  whom  he  married  in  October,  1864,  and  by 
whom  he  had  six  sons  and  five  daughters.  About  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  devoted 
his  attention  to  farming  in  addition  to  the  milk  supply  business.  He  made  his  home  at 
Cold  Harbour  Farm,  Chislehurst,  near  Eltham,  in  Kent,  which  he  rented  from  the 
Crown,  and  to  this  farm  he  added  three  other  farms  in  the  district.  Then  he  purchased 
the  freehold  of  a  fruit  farm  called  New  Barn  Farm  at  Swanley  in  the  same  county,  a 
valuable  and  productive  little  farm  of  some  120  acres,  where  in  the  strawberry  and 
raspberry  season  many  pickers  from  London  were  kept  busy  from  dawn  onwards,  in 
order  to  catch  the  early  market. 
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Richard  Higgs’s  enterprise  in  farming  led  him  to  participate  in  the  growing  of  spring 
onions,  which  was  then  a  new  thing  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  as  much  as  £qo  per  acre 
was  realized  from  the  growing  of  this  crop.  During  a  holiday  with  his  brother-in-law 
Thomas  May  at  Dover,  he  saw  a  farm  advertised  for  sale  at  Kearsney,  four  miles  from 
Dover,  and  entering  the  sale  room,  as  the  bidding  was  low  Richard  Higgs  nodded  to 
the  auctioneer,  and  it  was  knocked  down  to  him,  subject  to  a  few  hours’  grace,  that  it 
might  be  inspected.  Stone  Hall  Farm,  Kearsney,  was  in  the  family  until  after  his  decease, 
when  it  was  sold  at  a  big  price  to  the  Coal  Mining  Company,  when  coal  was  first  found 
in  Kent.  This  farm  was  used  for  sheep,  corn  and  hops.  Farming  in  England  was  good 
in  those  days,  and  very  profitable,  and  with  all  the  claims  of  business,  Richard  Higgs 
found  this  farm  at  Kearsney  a  great  diversion  from  his  usual  work  of  the  production  and 
the  sale  of  milk — in  fact,  he  always  claimed  he  took  “  a  holiday  ”  once  a  fortnight  to  visit 
it.  Its  ancient  name  was  “  La  Kersony  ”,  and  the  Manor  of  Kersney,  or  Kearsney,  was 
originally  part  of  the  Barony  of  Saye.  At  the  end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I  it  was 
possessed  by  the  family  of  Paganel,  or  Painall.  Afterwards  it  was  held  by  Elias  de 
Bocton  by  knight’s  service,  under  the  name  of  La  Kersony,  and  next  by  the  Norwoods. 
It  then  passed  to  the  Ropers  of  St.  Dunstan’s,  of  whom  it  was  purchased  by  one  named 
Best  of  Canterbury,  who  alienated  it  to  ('apt.  Nicholas  Tore  ;  and  from  him  it  passed 
to  the  Fotherbyes,  one  of  whom,  of  Crixall,  in  Staple,  alienated  it  to  William  Richards 
of  Dover  ;  and  he  in  1701  devised  it  to  John  Sladden,  01  the  same  place.  This  gentleman 
gave  it  to  his  sister  Mary,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Thomas  Fagge  of  Dover  ;  from  whom  it 
passed  to  William  Andrews  of  London,  who  in  1788  devised  it  to  Thomas  Biggs,  Esqre., 
of  Dover.  In  1838  Kersney  Court  was  the  seat  of  Mrs.  Lector,  the  widow  of  J.  M. 
Lector,  Esqre.,  who  erected  the  mansion  in  the  monastic  style  upon  the  banks  of  the 
small  river  Dour.  Kersney,  Kearsney  or  Kersony  farm  was  in  the  parish  of  River,  about 
centrally  located  between  Sibertswould,  Dover,  and  St.  Margaret-at-Cliffe,  and  it  will  be 
remembered  that  it  was  at  the  last-named  place  at  the  Church  of  St.  Helen,  that  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  ministered  as  Rector  upon  his  return  from  The  Hague  as 
chaplain  to  Oueen  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia  until  he  became  Dean  of  Lichfield  in  1638. 

Richard  Higgs  lost  by  death  nearly  all  his  cows  through  “  rinderpest,”  or  cattle 
plague,  just  as  the  widow  of  his  elder  brother  Caleb  Higgs  did  about  the  same 
time,  and  later  he  had  no  less  than  325  valuable  cows  killed  for  pleuro-pneumonia, 
but  for  these  latter  he  received  compensation  from  the  Government.  During  the 
Chartist  Riots  he  acted  as  a  special  constable.  He  took  an  active  and  intense 
interest  in  politics,  and  was  a  Gladstonian  Liberal  to  the  backbone.  Richard 
Higgs  was  a  man  of  wide  experience,  and  he  could  converse  with  conviction  on 
many  subjects.  The  religion  of  his  forefathers  was  his  guiding  principle.  His  word 
was  his  bond,  and  he  found  his  pleasure  in  his  family  life  and  home.  His  tastes 
were  simple  and  his  habits  unconventional.  He  was  a  devoted  father,  and  there  was 
always  a  rush  to  the  front  door  when  his  special  knock  was  heard.  One  summer,  in 
planning  for  the  annual  trip  to  Ramsgate,  a  difficulty  arose.  The  baby  was  not  well, 
and  the  milk  supply  in  those  days  was  often  inadequate  at  the  seaside,  especially  in 
August,  so  the  father,  nothing  daunted,  at  once  said  “  we  will  take  a  cow  with  us  ”,  and 
as  a  man  would  be  needed  to  look  after  the  cow,  a  further  addition,  in  the  shape  of  a 
horse  and  wagonette  was  proposed.  So  the  family  party,  consisting  of  father,  mother, 
seven  children,  two  maids,  a  man,  a  horse  and  a  cow  took  train  for  the  sea.  They 
were  joined  soon  after  by  John  Higgs  and  his  large  family,  who  also  took  a  horse  and 
wagonette,  and  the  cousins  had  a  good  time  together. 

Richard  Higgs  had  a  great  love  for  the  sea  and  often  took  some  of  the  children  for 
a  trip  on  the  sailing  vessel  “  Prince  Frederick  William  ”.  Upon  one  occasion  a  squall 
sprang  up  and  there  was  fear  that  the  vessel  might  capsize.  Richard  Higgs  turned  to 
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his  children  and  said,  “  Now  then  youngsters,  sing  ‘  Master,  the  tempest  is  raging  !  ’  ” 
and  the  clear  young  voices  rang  out,  emphasizing  the  refrain,  “  They  all  shall  sweetly 
obey  My  will ;  Peace  !  be  still  !  ”  The  Captain  (a  deacon  of  the  Baptist  Chapel)  after¬ 
wards  thanked  them  for  the  hymn  and  said  it  had  helped  him  to  keep  the  boat  steady. 

Richard  Higgs  took  part,  with  his  young  people,  in  cocoanut  shies,  and  delighted 
in  mounting  them  for  donkey  rides.  He  loved  to  see  them  all  happy  and  contented, 
and  gave  a  hearty  welcome  to  the  many  friends  they  brought  home.  Hospitality  was 
a  great  feature  of  his  character. 

He  was  a  most  generous  man  and  ever  ready  to  help  every  good  cause,  and  always  went 
out  of  the  way  to  help  the  “  down  and  out  ”.  His  happy  smiling  countenance  always 
brightened  the  lives  of  others,  and  his  character  won  for  him  the  love  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  He  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty  years,  and  died  on  io  August,  1903, 
at  Ramsgate  in  the  county  of  Kent.  His  remains  were  brought  to  London,  and  laid  to 
rest  on  the  slope  of  Norwood  Cemetery,  near  to  the  graves  of  his  grandfather,  Richard 
Nash,  and  of  his  father  and  mother,  and  also  his  brother  William.  Richard  Higgs 
had  worked  hard  in  life  in  carrying  on  the  dairy  business,  until  one  day  he  approached 
his  son  James,  asking  him  if  he  would  take  over  its  management.  James  replied,  “  Yes, 
father,  on  one  condition  ”.  “  Condition,  boy  !  what’s  that  ?  ”  was  the  surprised,  and 

a  little  stern,  reply  ;  to  which  the  son  answered,  “  Give  me  a  free  hand  and  let  me  do 
what  I  like  and  the  business  will  never  be  any  more  trouble  to  you,  Father  ”,  and 
Richard  Higgs’s  reply  was,  “  Well  done,  Jim,  you  shall  have  it  ”.  Long  before  his 
decease  he  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  that  business,  commenced  by  his  father,  Caleb 
Higgs — shortly  after  settling  in  London  from  Berkshire — and  developed  by  himself 
to  large  proportions,  in  the  hands  of  his  sons  grow  into  a  huge  concern.  Although  he 
married  late  in  life  he  also  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  youngest  child  reach  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  ere  he  “  crossed  the  bar  ”. 

The  eldest  son  of  Richard  and  Louisa  Higgs  of  Cold  Harbour  Farm,  Chislehurst,  was 
born  in  London  in  1869,  and  was  named  RICHARD  after  his  father.  Leaving  school 
at  an  early  age  he  worked  upon  his  father’s  farm  during  the  summer,  and  spent  the 
winter  months  in  the  London  dairy  business  until  17  years  of  age,  when  he  was  given 
the  choice  of  town  or  country  life,  and  he  had  no  hesitation  in  choosing  the  latter.  To 
use  his  own  words  he  has  stated,  “No  town  yet  built  is  big  enough  to  hold  me”.  His 
whole  nature  loves  the  freedom  of  the  open-air  life  and  the  voice  of  Nature — speaking 
through  the  winds,  the  storms,  the  clouds  and  the  sunshine,  the  trees,  the  llowers  and 
the  fields — is  everything  to  his  soul  and  happiness.  In  1906  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
work  of  his  own  farm,  voluntarily  relinquishing  his  interests  in  the  dairy  business  founded 
by  his  grandfather  Caleb  Higgs,  and  which  as  “  R.  Higgs  and  Sons  ”  had  grown  to 
enormous  proportions.  He  made  his  home  at  Shepherdswell,  near  Dover,  and  his  spare 
time  he  has  devoted  to  book  writing  and  press  controversy  upon  many  matters,  and 
has  brought  out  much  original  thought  upon  social  problems,  and  the  lessons  he  has 
gathered  from  Nature  are  to  be  clearly  seen  in  the  writings  from  his  able  pen.  One 
particular  little  piece,  entitled  ‘‘A  Bunch  of  Daisies  ”,  we  venture  to  reproduce  in  this 
work  which  has  a  powerful  message  for  all  : 

“  A  Bunch  of  Daisies.” 

(Being  Chapter  VIII  of  ‘The  Message  of  Nature’,  written  by  Richard  Higgs  of  Coxhill  Farm, 
Shepherdswell,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  during  the  World  War  ) 

“It  was  only  a  small  bunch  of  daisies,  short  of  stalk,  broken,  dirty  and  storm-beaten 
little  things.  But  it  was  Christmas  morning — a  dull,  gloomy  day  in  a  sad  and  troubled 
time,  and  I  always  like  to  pick  a  bunch  of  daisies  on  Christmas  Day.  Let  anyone  have 
their  hot-house  flowers  and  beautiful  decorations  for  the  festive  season,  but  give  me  my 
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bunch  of  daisies,  fresh  from  the  open  meadow.  They  have  faced  the  gales  and  the  frost, 
the  fogs  and  the  hail,  the  cattle  and  the  sheep.  They  have  been  trodden  down  into  the 
mire  and  been  beaten  and  bruised,  crushed  and  injured,  but  still  they  grow  and  never 
admit  defeat.  With  all  their  trials  they  still  show  that  brighter  days  are  coming  to  a 
storm-beaten  world,  and  they  carry  a  message  of  hope,  trust  and  joy  straight  from  the 
great  skies  to  a  fellow  worshipper  in  the  mightly  cathedral  of  Nature. 

Only  a  bunch  of  daisies,  miserable  little  things  that  would  be  despised  in  the  glories 
oi  June,  but  how  infinitely  precious  at  Christmas  time.  Who  can  despair  of  humanity 
while  they  can  get  a  bunch  of  daisies  in  mid-winter  ?  Who  cannot  put  sorrow  and  sadness, 
worry  and  difficulties  on  one  side  in  the  sacred  presence  of  a  bunch  of  daisies  ?  My 
daisies  grow  every  year,  and  for  years  past  I  have  found  a  bunch  on  Christmas  Day  ; 
somewhere  on  the  farm  there  is  an  odd  corner  where  they  flourish.  Even  when  frost 
and  snow  are  on  the  ground  there  is  often  a  place  where  my  daisies  raise  their  pretty 
little  heads  and  come  to  tell  me  their  old,  old  story  and  give  me  a  message  of  hope  and 
trust  and  happiness.  Some  day  the  great  mad  world  will  learn  to  leave  its  ponderous 
learning  and  philosophies,  and  will  go  out  to  the  storm-beaten  uplands,  and  learn  the 
wisdom  of  Eternity  at  the  shrine  of  a  bunch  of  daisies.” 


Other  of  Richard  Higgs’s  writings  are  :  ‘  Dreams  of  the  Hills  ‘  Nature  Worship 
‘  Wealth  and  Freedom  ’,  ‘  The  Heart  of  the  Social  Problem  *  The  Control  of  Public 
Finance  and  Officials  the  last-named  being  a  work  which  has  attracted  a  great  deal 
of  public  attention  in  administrative  circles,  etc.,  and  which  may  be  obtained  from  the 
publishers,  1  he  Dover  Printing  &  Publishing  Co.,  Ltd.,  144,  Snargate  Street,  Dover. 

In  1902  lie  married  Mabel  Eliza,  daughter  of  Samuel  Pepper  of  Scarborough,  Co. 
York,  who  carried  on  a  successful  business  as  a  building  contractor  in  that  town.  Her 
mother  came  of  Yorkshire  yeoman  stock.  The  name  of  Pepper  is  an  old  one  in  this 
county,  and  may  be  found  among  the  armorial  families,  their  crest  being  “  A  demi-lion 
rampant-or  ”.  An  interesting  old  document  relative  to  the  Yorkshire  Peppers  was 


recently  offered  for  sale  among  the  remarkable  collection  of  such  deeds  by  Mr.  H.  R. 
Moulton  of  5,  Park  Hill,  Richmond,  Surrey,  at  £5  (Catalogue  Ref.  A  175-1930). 
1  his  is  dated  23  January,  1601,  and  is  an  “  Exemplification  under  the  Seal  of  Common 
Pleas  of  a  fine  levied  in  Hilary  Term  (43  Elizabeth)  between  Timothy  Hutton,  Esquire, 
plaintiff  and  John  Pepper,  gentleman,  and  Christopher  Pepper,  gentleman,  deforciants, 
concerning  two  messuages  and  land  in  Richmond,  Co.  York  ”.  Appended  thereto  is 
the  Common  Pleas  Seal  of  Oueen  Elizabeth  (defective).  After  passing  numerous  exami¬ 
nations  in  her  studies  with  distinction,  Mabel  Eliza  Pepper  took  up  a  post  in  London 
in  the  Civil  Service,  during  which  time  she  chose  to  live  at  the  Bermondsey  Settlement, 
where  she  devoted  her  spare  time  to  the  service  of  the  slum  children.  It  has  been  truly 
written  of  her  :  “  She  has  ever  been  the  embodiment  of  purity,  calm,  placid  and  full  ol 
faith  and  spirituality,  and  the  world  was,  and  is,  enriched  by  her  influence  ”.  It  is  no 
wonder  therefore  that  so  happy  a  family  group  is  given  in  this  volume  taken  at  Coxhill 
Farm,  Shepherdswell,  upon  the  occasion  of  her  silver  wedding  in  1927.  The  names  of 
the  children  born  to  Richard  and  Mabel  Eliza  Higgs  are  : 


1.  BENJAMIN  RICHARD  HIGGS,  born  7  October,  1907.  On  leaving  school  he  took 

over  one  of  his  father's  farms,  but  later  emigrated  to  Trinidad  to  take  up  work 
upon  a  sugar  plantation. 

2.  HERBERT  GODFREY  HIGGS,  born  9  December,  1910.  He  is  assisting  his  father 

on  the  farms  at  Shephardswell. 

(1)  Dorothea  Mabel,  born  21  September,  1903.  She  went  to  College  and  took  her 

B.A.,  and  in  1933  E  teaching  in  the  Maidstone  Grammar  School,  Kent,  geography 
being  her  speciality. 

(2)  Olive  Margaret,  born  5  September,  1905.  After  leaving  school  she  entered  a 

business  office  not  far  from  home,  and  has  since  become  articled  to  the  first  firm 
of  accountants  run  by  ladies  in  London. 

(3)  Joan  Iduna,  born  14  June,  1917.  A  great  lover  of  open-air  life. 
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As  a  press  writer,  author  of  numerous  books,  book  reviewer,  public  man  and  practical 
farmer,  Richard  Higgs’s  name  is  well  known.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Siberts- 
wold  Parish  Council  for  the  past  thirty  years,  and  Chairman  of  that  Council  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  Dover  Hoard  of  Guardians  and  Rural  District 


James  Higgs  of  The  Highfielu,  Chislehurst  Road,  Bickley, 

Co.  Kent,  born  .j  August,  1871. 

Council  for  a  long  time.  As  a  member  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for  some  years  past 
he  has  served  on  numerous  committees  and  in  trying  to  serve  his  day  and  generation  lie 
is  surely  following  in  the  steps  of  his  yeomen  forefathers. 

JAMES  HIGGS,  the  second  son  of  Richard  and  Louisa  Higgs  of  Cold  Harbour 
Farm,  Chislehurst,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  was  born  4  August,  1871.  At  the  age  of 
eight  he  was  sent  to  a  day-school  kept  by  a  Mr.  Samuel  Spiller,  who  frequently 
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upheld  him  as  an  example  of  honesty  and  straightforwardness  in  the  school.  According 
to  James  I Iiogs  he  has  said,  “  My  brother  Dick  had  all  the  brains  for  learning  while 
I  shirked  all  I  could,  but  with  it  all  kept  a  respectable  position  in  the  school  On 
half-holidays  he  spent  his  time  in  trying  to  learn  all  he  could  of  his  father’s  business, 
showing  at  an  early  age  an  unusual,  keen  desire  to  prepare  himself  for  taking  his  part 
with  his  father  when  the  time  came  for  him  to  leave  school.  This  he  did  at  the  age  of 
fourteen,  and  went  straight  to  the  farm  for  three  months  to  pick  up  the  art  of  milking 
cows.  He  then  went  to  London  and  worked  hard  to  learn  every  detail  of  the  dairy  supply 
business,  and  shoitly  aftei  attaining  the  age  of  seventeen  he  had  become  so  proficient 
that  it  was  then  his  father  asked  him  if  he  would  like  to  take  over  the  management  of 
the  business,  as  already  narrated  in  the  sketch  of  the  life  of  Richard  Higgs,  his  father. 
He  was  given  an  entirely  free  hand  by  his  father,  and  shortly  after  taking  over  the  manage¬ 
ment  new  problems  presented  themselves  which  necessitated  reorganization  and,  under 
his  able  direction,  the  business  forged  ahead.  Having  obtained  a  good  knowledge  of 
values  and  stock,  he  bought  all  the  cows  for  the  milk  supply,  and  some  350  of  the  best 
were  kept  upon  the  farms.  He  also  personally  selected  all  the  horses  required  both  for 
the  work  upon  the  farms  and  for  the  milk  delivery  around  London,  which  was  then 
effected  by  the  use  of  horses  and  light  two-wheel  carts,  and  a  very  large  number  were  so 
used.  W hen  James  Higgs  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age  a  partnership  was  drawn  up 
between  his  father,  himself,  his  elder  brother  Richard,  and  his  brother  Benjamin. 
Under  this  agreement  his  brother  Richard— as  already  stated  in  the  outline  of  his  life- 
looked  after  all  the  acreage  upon  the  five  farms,  which  supplied  the  milk  daily  to  the 
business  in  London  ;  James  Higgs  looked  after  the  London  end,  and  Benjamin  had 
chaige  of  a  wheelwright  s  business,  and  that  branch  was  kept  busily  going  in  repair 
work  to  the  many  vehicles  used  by  the  firm  until  Benjamin’s  death,  when  this  branch 
was  sold.  As  time  went  on  the  business  had  grown  to  enormous  proportions,  and 
changes  in  administration  took  place.  Richard  Higgs,  the  father,  had  passed  away  at 
Ramsgate  in  August,  1903;  the  eldest  son  Richard  removed  to  Fast  Kent.  The  farms 
were  given  up,  with  the  exception  of  Cold  Harbour  Farm,  which  was  taken  over  by 
James  Higgs,  and  then  in  1914— upon  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War— James  Higgs 
became  1  lesident  of  the  Metropolitan  Dairy  Irade  Society  of  London.  In  writing  of 
those  days  James  Higgs  has  said  : 

“  After  War  broj<e  out  I  answered  the  call  of  my  trade  and  became  President  of  the 
Metropolitan  Dairy  Trade  Society  (London).  I  his  position  I  held  for  over  four  years  (the 
hardest  four  years  of  my  life).  I  was  soon  up  against  trade  war-time  difficulties,  and  I 
took  my  stand,  and  except  a  few  key  men  (about  six)  I  released  all  the  rest  for  war  service. 

I  acted  as  advisei  for  the  tiade  in  four  tribunals,  and  it  was  during  this  trying  experience 
I  brought  out  a  proposal  of  amalgamation  for  the  whole  of  the  dairy  interests  in  London 
distribution  and  county  creameries  and  condensed  milk  factories.  This  culminated  in  the 
absorption  of  all  the  principal  private  businesses  and  public  companies  by  the  United 
Dairies  Limited,  a  company  with  5J  millions  {sterling)  of  capital  and  interests  in  nroduction 
of  milk,  butter,  cheese,  cream  and  all  dairy  produce,  also  dairying  machinery  ot  all  kinds 
and  many  other  dry  goods  far  too  numerous  to  mention.  United  Dairies'  is  a  holding 
Company.  1  have  a  seat  on  the  Board  and  am  a  director  of  other  sub-companies ,  besides 
being  Managing  Director  of  the  South-East  London  territory  of  about  100  square  miles. 

1  he  trade  has  now  been  successfully  reorganized  and  all  London's  milk  is  delivered  in 
bottles,  and  has  to  comply  with  a  very  high  test,  both  chemically  and  bacteriologically. 

1  lie  result  is  that  the  infantile  death-rate  lias  never  been  so  low,  and  the  public  are  getting 
absolute  purity  and  full  measure.  There  never  was  a  better  feeling  between  employer 
and  employed,  and  the  workers  get  all  they  earn,  instead  of  earning  what  they  got  as 
in  the  old  days.  With  commission  payment  on  sales  good  men  are  getting  three  times 
more  than  they  used  to  get  and  have  a  clean,  honest  job,  and  are  working  many  less 
hours.  With  the  coming  of  United  Dairies  Ltd.  the  value  in  the  firm  of  Richard  Higgs 
&  Sons  was  exchanged  for  shares  in  the  company  ”. 
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It  was  on  18  July,  1901,  that  James  Higgs  married  Ethei.  Marie,  daughter  of  Alfred 
Wai  ker  by  Maria  Frances  Nevii.l,  his  wife.  Alfred  Walker  was  a  son  of  Alfred 
Walker  by  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  William  Tinsley  Grimmett,  Ins  wife.  William 
Tinsi  fy  Grimmett  was  born  in  Greenwich  12  February,  1770,  and  was  son  of  William 
Grimmett  of  that  place,  who  was  born  in  1735.  and  who  died  in  1825  ;  his  wife  was 
of  the  old  Kentish  family  of  Bellingham.  The  Grimmetts  were  a  Irench  Huguenot 
family  who  took  refuge  in  England.  Alfred  Walker,  who  married  Mary  Ann 
Grimmett,  was  a  son  of  Horatio  Nelson  Walker,  who  was  so  named  by  his  father, 
who  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  had  been  a  midshipman  in  the  flag-s  lip  lL  01 Y 
under  the  great  admiral  at  lrafalgai. 

According  to  '  The  Trafalgar  Roll by  Col.  R.  H.  Mackenzie  published  in  1913, 
page  19),  the  midshipman  named  Walker  in  the  flag-ship  H.M.S.  Victory  retuu ^  as 
Captain  I.  R.  Walker.  He  assumed  the  surname  of  Walker,  being  a  son  of  James 
Robertson  D.L.,  J.P.,  of  Stornoway,  N.  Britain,  by  Annabella,  daughtci  of  John 
Mackenzie’  of  Letterewe.  He  was  born  in  1783  and  entered  the  Royal  Navy  in  1801.  He 
served  in  H.M.S.  "  Canopusi”  off  Cadiz,  and  in  the  Mediterranean  1803-4,  M'^opman 
of  H  M  S  “  Victory  ”  in  pursuit  of  the  combined  fleets,  and  at  Irafalgar  1805.  In  11  M.;  . 

<■  Thames  ”  at  the  attempted  destruction  of  the  Boulogne  flotilla  by  rockets  m  1806  ;  in 
II  M  S  “  Bellisle  ”  at  the  reduction  of  the  islands  of  St.  lhomas  and  St.  Croix  in  1  07. 
He  was  Acting-Lieutenant  of  H.M.S.  “  Fawn  ”  at  the  capture  of  a  privateer  and  three 
merchant  vessels  under  the  batteries  of  Puerto  Rico  in  1808  and  m  cu  ting  ou  a 
merchant  schooner.  He  was  likewise  Acting-Lieutenant  in  H.M.S.  Hazuid  at  th 
destruction  of  a  French  privateer,  being  then  mentioned  in  despatches  ,  be  was  a  1 
capture  of  Guadeloupe  in  1810,  and  at  the  capture  of  several  American  vessels  1812-13. 
He  then  served  in  the  "  Antelope  "  at  the  capture  of  the  privateer  Eleanor  .,1813, 
and  was  again  mentioned  in  despatches.  He  then  became  Lieutenant  in  HAS 
"  Confiance  ",  and  succeeded  to  the  command  in  her  action  with  “d  capture  by  t 
USA  Squadron  under  Macdonough  in  1814.  He  was  tried  by  Court  Ma.  lal,  fully 
exonerated,  and  promoted  to  Commander  in  1815,  and  became  Reserve  Captain  upon 
his  retirement  in  1851  (medal  and  three  clasps).  He  died  in  1858. 

Stornoway  is  on  the  Isle  of  Lewis,  off  Ross-shire,  Scotland,  ibo  miles  N.W.  horn 
Oban  and  is  the  chief  town  in  the  Western  Isles.  Annabella  was  the  eldest  dang  i  < 
of  John  Mackenzie  of  Letterewe  by  Katherine,  daughter  of  Alexander  Mackenzie  o 
Toilie  Provost  of  Dingwall ;  John  Mackenzie  was  the  eldest  son  and  hen  of  Mmdocli 
Mackenzie  of  Letterewe  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Simon  Mackenzie  of  Miiiido  , 
Murdoch  Mackenzie  was  the  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Charles  ackenzil  o  c  eie 
bv  Anne  daughter  of  John  Mackenzie  of  Applecross  ;  Charles  Mackenzie  was  the 
fourth  son  of  Kenneth  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch  by  Anne  daughter  of  John  Maci^n  u 
Grant  of  Grant ;  Kenneth  Mackenzie  was  the  eldest  son  and  hen  of  Ai.exa  - 
Mackenzie  of  Gairloch  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Ror.e  Mohr  Mackenzie  ;  Alh— 
Mackenzie  was  the  son  and  heir  of  John  Roy  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch  by  Lei/abeih 
daughter  of  /Fneas  McDonnell  of  Glengarry;  John  Roy  Mackenzie  was  the  third 
son  of  John  Glassich  Mackenzie  of  Gairloch  by  Agnes,  daughter  of  James  I  raser 
of  Fovnes  John  Glassich  Mackenzie  (who  died  in  1551)  was  son  of  Hector  Koy 
Mackenzie  of  Gairloch  by  Anne,  daughter  of  Ronald  Bayne  McDonald  of  Moydart 
his  wife  and  Hector  Roy  Mackenzie  was  son  of  Alexander  (  Iomaic  )  Mackenz  , 
7tl,  Baron  of  Kintail,  by  his  second  wife  Margaret,  daughter  ot  Macdougiial  o  Moiar 
whose  ancestry  will  be  found  in  '  Burke's  Peerage'.  Such  is  the  descent  of 

of  Tames  Higgs  of  Bickley,  Co.  Kent.  ,  ,  . 

Ethel  Marie  Higgs  (nee  Walker)  became  the  centre  of  the  home  and  church  life 

of  the  family  born  to  James  Higgs  by  her,  namely,  two  sons  and  two  daughters. 
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1  hi<-  Highfield  Home  of  James  Higgs  and  Family, 


Ivor  James  Higgs,  elder  son  of  James  Higgs 
by  Ethel  Marie  Walker,  his  wife. 


1  eter  Nevill  Higgs,  younger  son  of  James  and 
Eihel  Marie  Higgs  of  Hicklky,  Co.  Kent. 
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Ethel  Marik  I1iu;s,  n e ic  Walker,  wike  ok  J amks  Higgs 
ok  'I'm:  I  Iigheikld,  Bicklky,  Co.  Kknt. 


Jo yk  Francks,  kkdkk  daughter 
ok  James  and  Ethel  Marik:  Higgs. 


Edith  Brenda,  younger  daughter 
ok  James  and  Ethel  Marie  Higgs. 
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her  James  Higgs  has  said  :  “  She  has  ruled  by  love  to  such  an  extent  that  when  in 
answer  to  a  query  she  says,  ‘  Yes,  you  may  do  as  you  like,  but  I  would  rather  you  did 


E 


dith  Brenda  Higgs  and  her  Dog. 


iili 

mgm 


The  Highfield  Garden.  James  Higgs  with  his  two  daughters,  1929. 

so  and  so  ’ — the  child,  either  in  his  teens,  or  older,  always  respects  her  wishes.  She  is 
a  strong  character  with  the  strongest  will  I  have  ever  known,  with  the  vivacity  and 
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light-heartedness  blended  with  the  strength  and  determination  of  character  she  has 
inherited  from  the  Huguenots  The  four  children  are  as  follows  : 

1.  IVOR  JAMES  HIGGS,  born  ir  January,  1904.  He  has  followed  in  the  old  Dairy 

Supply  business  and  isa  district  manager  in  the  United  Dairies  Ltd.  Of  him  his  father 
has  said  :  “  Ivor  is  a' very  capable  business  man  with  a  good  old  head  upon  his 
shoulders,  full  of  tact,  and  a  friend  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact.  His 
chiel  hobby  is  motoring,  and  he  has  won  many  cups  and  awards  on  reliability  test 
runs,  such  as  London  to  Exeter,  London  to  Edinburgh,  etc.” 

He  married  21  June,  1927,  Rosabki.,  daughter  of  William  Prior,  of  Upper 
Home  harm,  Headley,  near  Newbury,  in  the  county  of  Berkshire,  by  whom  he 
has  a  son  -Ghokery  Higgs,  born  21  October,  1932  (Trafalgar  day). 

2.  PETER  NEVILL  HIGGS,  born  25  July,  1914.  I11 1930 at  Wrekin  College,  Wellington, 

in  the  county  of  Shropshire,  whine  he  is  choir  leader,  bugler  in  the  Corps,  and  good 
at  all  games  and  “  No  fool  at  his  work  ” — so  says  his  father — and  “with  the  Bible 
as  his  inspiration  he  is  a  fine  man  in  the  making  ”. 


Family  Group  cellbuating  the  Silvku  Wkimung  Day  at  Tknnis,  18  July,  1926. 

I’UTI'.K  JOYK  JAMKS  K  1  IIKL  IvOK  Kill  HI 
Xivii.l  17k.\ncks  Higgs.  Marik  Jamils  Buinda 

Higgs.  JIiggs.  Higgs.  Higgs.  Higgs. 


(1)  Jo  ye  Frances,  the  elder  daughter,  was  born  13  January,  1907.  She  is  very 

musical,  and  has  completed  live  years  studying  the  violin  at  the  Royal  Academy 
of  Music,  where  she  has  taken  all  the  awards  offered.  Her  father  stated  in  1930, 
“  She  has  recently  given  her  first  recital  in  our  town  of  Bromley  and  she  has  a  distinct 
gift,  which  her  father  hopes  she  may  be  able  to  pass  011  to  the  rising  generation 
in  this  district.  She  is  a  keen  player  of  tennis  and  badminton  and  jolly  good 
company  ”. 

(2)  Edith  Brenda,  born  27  March,  1910.  Of  her  her  father  writes  :  “  Brenda  is  a  home 

maker  ;  passed  in  First  Aid  Nursing  and  Domestic  Science  ;  she  is  now  (1930) 
attending  the  National  Training  School  of  Cookery  in  London,  in  which  she  takes 
a  keen  interest.  She  is  fond  of  horse-riding  and  tennis  ;  plays  hockey  for  Kent  ; 
a  friend  of  birds  and  all  animals,  and  is  also  musical,  the  ’cello  being  her  instru¬ 
ment.  Her  love  of  home  is  only  excelled  by  her  joy  in  serving  others  ”. 

Such  is  the  record  of  the  family  of  James  and  Ethel  Marie  Higgs  of  The  Highfield, 
Chislehurst  Road,  Bickiey  (Kent),  a  beautiful  residence  with  a  lovely  garden  as  shown 
in  the  illustrations  of  this  book. 
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Since  his  father’s  decease  James  Higgs  has  indeed  been  a  brother  to  the  whole  family 
and — like  his  father — generous  and  devout.  He  became  a  member  of  the  Church  whilst 
a  young  man  in  his  teens,  and  he  has  said,  “  Many  a  time  did  I  drive  some  ten  miles  to 
attend  and  take  part  in  a  prayer  meeting  ;  and  the  influence  of  those  early  days  still 
remains 

BENJAMIN  HIGGS  was  the  third  son  of  Richard  and  Louisa  Higgs  of  Cold  Harbour 
Farm,  Chislehurst.  He  was  born  in  1874,  and — as  has  been  stated — managed  a  wheel¬ 
wright’s  branch  business  of  Richard  Higgs  &  Sons.  He  unfortunately  died  at  the 


Dorothy,  daughter  of  Alfred  Pickard  of  Enfield,  Frank  Higgs  of'  Guernsey,  Channel  Islands. 

Co.  Middlesex,  and  wife  of  Frank  Higgs  of 
Guernsey. 


age  of  twenty-four  after  having  successfully  built  up  a  wheelwright’s  and  coach-builder’s 
business,  and  just  before  his  illness  he  was  busy  getting  ready  to  reorganize  and  open 
out  to  capture  the  rapidly  developing  motor  trade.  “  Had  he  lived  ”,  so  says  his  brother 
James,  “  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have  been  right  in  the  thick  of  this  new  and  profitable 
business,  but  it  was  not  to  be.  We  think  of  him  to-day  as  a  man  of  vision  and  big  ideas, 
with  a  foundation  of  faith  and  principle  worthy  of  the  best  traditions  of  his  family  name." 

FRANK  HIGGS  is  the  fourth  son  of  Richard  and  Louisa  Higgs  of  Cold  Harbour  Farm, 
and  was  born  in  1876.  After  leaving  the  Wilson’s  Grammar  School  at  Camberwell,  he 
was  sent  for  two  years  to  learn  fruit-farming  with  his  cousin  John  May,  at  Hockenden 
Farm,  near  Swanley,  in  Kent.  He  then  went  to  Cold  Harbour  harm,  Chislehurst — 
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his  father's  home  farm — for  about  five  years,  and  thence  to  London,  where  for  a  short 
time  he  was  engaged  in  connection  with  the  milk  supply  business.  Later  he  settled  in 
the  Isle  of  Guernsey,  where  he  has  resided  for  over  thirty  years,  and  to-day  (1933) 
one  of  the  largest  growers  of  tomatoes  in  the  island,  sending  his  fruit  all  over  England. 
For  years  Frank  Higgs  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  machinery  of  the  Government 
of  Guernsey.  He  married  in  1904  Lilian  Gertrude,  daughter  of  John  Bouli.in  of 
Chislehurst,  Co.  Kent,  with  whom  he  was  very  happy  until  she  was  taken  by  death. 
The  Boullin  family  was  of  Hugenot  origin.  He  married  secondly  in  1924.  Dorothy, 
daughter  of  Alfred  Pickard  of  Enfield,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  likewise  of  Hugenot 
ancestry,  the  Pickards  having  traditionally  settled  in  England  from  Picardy,  as  their 
very  name  implies.  Through  an  ancestress,  upon  her  mother’s  side,  Harriet  Hough 
(born  1700,  died  1793)  she  is  a  descendant  of  Bishop  Hough,  who  was  imprisoned  in 
the  Lollard’s  Tower  as  a  Protestant  during  the  reign  of  James  II  (1685-8),  but  was 
released  upon  the  accession  of  William  111  and  Queen  Mary.  Up  to  1933  Frank 
Higgs  has  no  family.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  means,  and  enjoys  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  in  contact. 


ARTHUR  IIIGGS,  the  fifth  son  of  Richard  and  Louisa  Higgs  of  Cold  Harbour  Farm, 
Chislehurst,  Co.  Kent,  was  born  in  1878,  and  after  leaving  school  he,  too,  went  into  the 
London  milk  supply  business  for  a  while,  but  the  call  of  the  land  being  strongly  in  his 
veins,  he  soon  left  London  for  dairy  farming  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  also  in  Kent, 
at  Fdenbridge,  where  he  gave  his  attention  to  the  breeding  of  pedigree  stock,  in  which  he 
made  a  name  for  himself,  not  only  as  a  breeder  of  briesians,  but  as  a  judge.  He  became 
a  well-known  member  of  the  National  banners’  Union,  and  acted  in  an  otficial  capacity 
very  successfully  for  that  organization.  Lor  financial  reasons,  howevei,  dining  the 
slump  which  came  after  the  Great  War,  he  crossed  to  Guernsey,  and  started  tomato 
culture,  in  which  pursuit  his  brother  Lrank  had  been  so  successful  upon  this  island. 
He  soon  found  his  niche  in  this  new  occupation,  anil  is  now  launching  out,  benefiting 
much  from  his  brother’s  long  experience.  He  married  in  1902  Marion  Ellen,  daughter 
of  John  Harmswortii  of  Petersfield,  in  the  county  ol  Hampshire,  by  whom  he  has  tlnee 
daughters  : 

(1)  Catherine,  born  1904.  Doing  secretarial  work. 

(2)  Louisa  Phyllis,  born  1906.  reaching. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  born  1907.  Poultry  farming. 


WILFRED  IIIGGS,  the  sixth  son  and  youngest  child  of  Richard  and  Louisa  Higgs  of 
Cold  Harbour  Farm,  Chislehurst,  Co.  Kent,  was  born  in  1882.  It  was  originally  intended 
that  he  should,  upon  leaving  school,  join  his  brother  Benjamin  in  the  coach-building 
and  wheelwright’s  business,  but  after  serving  part  of  his  apprenticeship  in  the  works  of 
Messrs.  Alford  &  Alder  his  health  failed,  and  again  the  call  of  the  land  came  to  this  son 
of  yeoman  stock,  and  he  started  farming  at  Green-Street-Green,  near  Orpington,  in  the 
county  of  Kent.  After  six  years  there  he  went  to  Winchcombe  Farm,  Chilham,  near 
Canterbury.  However,  after  the  W  orld  War  the  slump  in  agriculture  had  to  be  faced, 
and  he  decided  to  sit  on  his  capital,  and  joined  the  United  Dairies  Ltd.  as  faun  managei. 
He  had  charge  of  some  six  farms  and  500  cows.  1  his  position  he  held  for  some  seven 
years  and  then,  when  the  farms  were  sold  up,  he  with  his  wife  Ruby  Constance,  another 
daughter  of  John  Harmswortii,  farmer  of  Petersfield,  Co.  Hants,  whom  he  had  married 
in  1900,  with  their  five  children  (three  boys  and  two  girls),  sailed  foi  South  Afiica  in 
April,  1926,  to  settle  on  a  1200-acre  farm  which  he  had  bought  the  previous  autumn 
twelve  miles  from  Salisbury,  in  Rhodesia.  He  arrived  there  in  May,  1926,  only  to  find 
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the  same  world  slump  conditions  awaiting  him  to  face.  The  names  of  his  children  are 
as  follows  : 


1.  DAVID  WILFRED  HIGGS,  born  191C. 

2.  BAR  ION  FRANK  HIGGS,  born  1919. 

3.  AR1HUR  ROGER  HIGGS,  bom  1922. 


(1)  Ruth  Mary,  born  1914. 

(2)  Helen  Ruby,  born  1918. 


Barton  Arthur  Helen  Ruth  David 

1'  ran  R  Roger  Ruby  Mary  Wilfred 

Higgs.  Higgs.  Higgs.  Higgs.  Higgs. 

Outside  tiieir  School-house  in  Rhodesia. 

The  live  daughters  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Louisa  Horne  his  wife,  of  Cold  Harbour 
Farm,  Chislehurst,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  are  as  follows  : 

(1)  Louisa,  born  in  1865.  She  died  a  spinster  10  March,  1927,  and  was  buried  in  the 

family  grave  at  Norwood  Cemetery. 

(2)  Amy,  born  in  1866.  During  the  World  War  she  was  actively  engaged  in  women’s 

patrol  work.  She  died  at  V  inchelsea,  a  spinster,  and  was  buried  there  30  January 

1926. 

(3)  Esther,  the  third  daughter,  was  born  in  1868.  She  also  did  patrol  work  during  the 

Great  War. 

(4)  Kate,  the  fourth  daughter,  was  born  in  1872.  She  settled  in  Guernsey,  in  the  Channel 

Islands,  where  her  two  brothers,  Frank  and  Arthur,  are  large  and  very  successful 

glasshouse  farmers. 

(5)  Grace,  born  in  1880,  was  the  youngest  daughter.  During  the  World  War  she 

served  in  patrol  work. 

Such  is  the  record  of  the  family  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Louisa  IIorne,  his  wife,  the 
second  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  later  of 
Lambeth  and  Walworth  and  finally  of  Mitcham  Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Streatham,  in 
the  county  of  Surrey.  Not  only  is  it  a  record  of  this  branch  of  a  very  large  family,  but 
it  provides  a  most  interesting  history  of  the  growth  and  development  of  the  supply  of  milk 
and  dairy  produce  to  the  great  Metropolis,  in  which  members  of  this  yeoman  family  have 
played  no  small  a  part. 
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William  Higgs  of  Lambeth 

The  third  son  born  to  Caleb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash  his  wife  was  William  Higgs, 
who  first  saw  the  light  of  day  at  Ferry  Street,  Lambeth,  8  April,  1824.  In  his  early 
boyhood  his  parents  could  not  afford  very  much  hired  help,  and  outside  of  school  hours 
their  boys  gladly  gave  a  hand  with  the  dairy  herd  at  Lambeth.  \\  illiam  Higgs  often 
related  the  story  of  how  his  father  would  tap  on  the  bedroom  door  at  four  or  five  o  clock 
on  a  winter’s  morning,  and  in  stentorian  tones  call,  “  Boys,  bundle  up,  tumble  up  ; 
tumble  up,  bundle  up  ”,  and,  however  bright  the  dream,  or  warm  and  comfoi table  the 
'bed,  out  the  “  boys  ”  had  to  tumble,  dressing  as  quickly  as  they  could,  to  go  and  milk 
the  cows,  and  attend  to  the  various  needs  of  the  dairy  herd.  “  Each  son  seems  to  have 
had  his  own  allotted  task,  for  the  performance  of  which  he  received  a  small  weekly  wage, 
so  we  learn  from  the  excellent  account  of  the  life  of  William  Higgs,  written  by  his 
daughter  Sarah  Nash  Higgs,  shortly  after  his  decease,  especially  for  his  giandchildien. 
To  pump  the  water  for  the  cows  was  one  of  the  duties  which  was  allotted  to  this  third 
son.  He  soon  found  out  that  this  was  harder  work  than  he  cared  for,  and  with  an  active 
brain  he  set  to  work  to  make  a  contrivance  by  means  of  which  this  task  was  made  con¬ 
siderably  easier.  His  eldest  brother,  Caleb,  used  to  relate  that  the  apparatus,  rudely 
contrived  and  finished,  was  in  fact  a  real  success  and  answered  very  well,  lhe  water 
was  drawn  much  more  quickly,  and  his  father,  noting  the  fact,  proposed  no  doubt  with 
a  twinkle  in  his  eye— that  since  the  work  was  lessened  the  pay  should  be  lowered  too. 
“  Oh,  no,”  was  William’s  reply,  "  the  invention  was  mine,  and  1  ought  to  reap  the  benefit 
of  it.”  Upon  another  occasion  one  of  the  cows  he  had  to  milk  had  the  trying  habit  of 
whisking  its  tail  at  the  youthful  William’s  head,  and  again  his  active  brain  conceived 
the  idea  of  tying  a  heavy  weight  to  the  tail  to  overcome  the  annoyance.  Another  story 
is  related  of  how  he — realizing  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  truth  in  the  adage,  Iheie  is 
more  done  by  scheming  than  hard  work  ” — schemed  to  make  a  few  extra  pence  for 
himself  by  purchasing  buttons  and  offering  them  to  his  mother  at  a  small  margin  of 
profit.  To  this  proposal  we  learn  that  his  mother  readily  agreed,  but  it  is  also  related 
that  she  made  little  use  of  the  buttons,  treasuring  them  as  a  reminder  of  the  bright, 
eager  boy  who  was  always  planning  to  succeed  in  life. 

He  was  by  no  means  brilliant  at  school.  Lessons  involved  too  much  sitting  still  for 
one  who  loved  to  be  ever  on  the  move.  He  was  first  sent  to  a  piivate  school  conducted 
by  the  minister  of  the  old  Methodist  C  hapel,  near  Marshgate,  Lambeth,  held  in  the 
vestry  of  the  chapel,  later  known  by  the  name  of  Regent  Street  Chapel.  Upon  his 
parents  removing  to  Walworth  he  was  sent  to  Rodney  House  School,  kept  by  a  Mr. 
Robinson  of  the  New  Kent  Road.  Mr.  Robinson  was  a  worthy  man,  liked  and 
respected  by  his  pupils,  who  with  genuine  schoolboy  love  of  nickname,  commonly  styled 
him  “  Old  Rodney  ”.  According  to  Miss  Sarah  Nash  Higgs’s  ‘  Memorials  of  William 
Higgs  ”  we  learn  : 
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“  The  authority  exercised  was  of  the  very  mildest  type  ;  the  kindhearted  schoolmaster 
had  evidently  little,  or  no,  faith  in  the  use  of  the  cane,  and  the  method  of  punishment 
most  commonly  adopted  was  a  command  given  to  the  youthful  delinquent  to  write  out 
a  dozen  verses  from  the  Bible,  the  selection  of  the  passage  being  left  to  the  transgressor's 
own  choice.  Whether  William  was  in  disgrace  more  often  than  the  others  of  his  school¬ 
fellows  we  cannot  say,  but  at  any  rate  he  always  chose  the  first  twelve  verses  in  the  third 


William  Higgs  of  Lambeth  and  of  Warden  Court,  Isle  of  Siiebbey,  Kent  (1824-1883). 


chapter  of  Lamentations,  commencing  with  the  words,  ‘  I  am  the  man  that  hath  seen 
affliction  by  the  rod  of  his  wrath  ’  and  it  must  have  been  written  a  good  many  times, 
for  in  after  years,  if  trying  a  pen,  he  would  generally  write  mechanically,  ‘  I  am  the  man 
that  hath  seen  affliction,  etc.’.  His  sense  of  humour  no  doubt  led  him  to  look  upon  these 
verses  as  especially  appropriate,  although  he  used  to  say  that  the  choice  was  largely 
determined  by  their  brevity.  Of  his  school  life,  however,  we  know  but  little  ;  notwith¬ 
standing  the  punishments  he  managed  to  take  a  prize  which  was  a  book  entitled  “  Isaac 
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Watts  on  the  Mind  ’,  bound  in  morocco.  Of  this  book  lie  always  thought  a  good  deal 
though  the  probability  is  that  he  never  once  read  it  through.  1  here  were,  however,  a 
few  lines  in  it  which  pleased  him  much,  and  which  he  often  repeated  to  his  children  in 
after  years.  We  believe  that  they  exercised  a  strong  and  salutary  influence  over  him 
throughout  his  life,  and  therefore  quote  them  here  : 

‘  Nor  let  soft  slumber  close  your  eyes, 

Before  you’ve  recollected  thrice 
The  train  of  action  through  the  day — 

Where  have  my  feet  chose  out  their  way  ? 

What  have  I  learnt  where’er  I’ve  been  ? 

From  all  I’ve  heard,  from  all  I've  seen  ? 

What  know  1  more  that’s  worth  the  knowing  ? 

What  have  I  done  that’s  worth  the  doing  ? 

What  have  1  sought  that  I  should  shun  ? 

What  duty  have  I  left  undone  ? 

Or  into  what  new  follies  run  ? 

These  self  inquiries  are  the  road 
That  leads  to  virtue  and  to  God  ’.” 


William  Higgs  left  school  in  1837,  and  for  a  short  time  found  employment  in  a 
printer’s  office.  He  had,  however,  set  his  mind  upon  becoming  a  buildci,  like  his  uncle 
Joshua  Higgs,  and  he  became  apprenticed  to  him.  Concerning  his  personal  chaiactei 
at  this  time  we  give  the  words  of  a  fellow  apprentice  to  show  how  he  was  regaided  . 

“  He  was  very  circumspect  in  his  conduct  on  all  occasions;  possessing  a  most  serene 
and  agreeable  temper,  which  his  fellow  apprentices  could  in  no  wise  1  utile,  thong  1  t  uy 
very  often  made  the  attempt.  As  one  of  them  1  must  say  that  I  never  met  .1  yout  1  so 
steady,  and  so  opposed  to  frivolity  in  every  shape ;  yet  he  hail  a  very  cheeiful  disposition 
under  all  circumstances  ”. 


A  love  of  buying  and  selling,  and  getting  gain,  was  undoubtedly  a  marked  feature 
of  his  character  even  from  boyhood  ;  but  "lair  play  is  a  jewel  was  a  favouiite  piovtib 
with  him,  embodying  a  principle  which  he,  at  no  time,  lost  sight  of,  and  which  helped 
him,  while  studying  his  own  advantage,  also  to  give  due  attention  to  the  inteiests  of 
others.  In  his  youth  and  early  manhood  it  is  related  that  “  his  friends  seem  to  have 
been  afraid  lest  this  love  should  have  been  allowed  to  grow  too  strong  ”.  However,  a 
remark  made  by  his  eldest  brother  Galich  to  Charles  H addon  Spurgeon,  the  givat 
Nonconformist  preacher,  not  long  after  William  Higgs  had  decided  to  join  the  ihuiih 
worshipping  at  New  Park  Street,  clearly  shows  that  his  religion  had  made  a  veiy  leal 
impression  upon  his  character  :  “  What !  has  William  given  you  £5  for  ^ 16  ^ 

that  shows  he’s  a  converted  man  ;  for  he  wouldn  t  have  done  it  once  . 

A  fixed  purpose  to  commence  in  business  on  his  own  made  him  most  careful  of  eveiy 
penny  he  spent.  An  amusing  story  showing  his  determination  in  this  lespect  is  1  elated 

of  him  ; 


“  His  uncle  one  day,  wishing  him  to  accompany  a  cousin  to  some  place  she  intended 
to  reach  by  omnibus,  gave  him  sixpence  with  which  to  pay  his  fare.  But  it  was  mui  1 
too  valuable  thus  to  be  thrown  away  ;  so  pocketing  the  money,  lie  saw  Ins  cousin  sa  ely 
into  the  omnibus,  and  then  ran  the  whole  way,  keeping  pace  with  the  vehicle  till  it  readied 
its  destination  ”  ! 


By  the  time  he  had  reached  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  had  managed  to  save  £5°- 
This  sum,  though  small  in  itself,  was  large  to  him,  and  was  probably  to  a  huge  exte  nt 
the  result  of  work  he  had  done  in  overtime.  He  heard  that  a  Mr.  (  alps,  of  Bishop  s  Koai  , 
Bayswater,  wanted  to  dispose  of  his  business  as  an  upholsterer  and  unilei  take  r,  and  he 
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PEDIGREE  cf  CHARLTON  of  NORTHAMPTON^.  Showing  the  ancestry  of  ~ 
“===  LETITIA-ANN  CHARLTON  wife  ^WILLIAM  HIGGS,  Esau,  re ,of 

Lamgeth^oJ  I/V/rdeal  Court',  Isle  oj  Sue  prey. 

Jhe first  record  of  one  cf  this  n  a  me  in  NorthrpiPToa/  is  that  of  SIMON 

CHARLETON  or-  C  H  AR  LTON  (horn  about  14-85)  <2 s  witness  to  a  local  deed 

he  was  Serjeant  to  the  Cor  bora  lion  also  Seoclon  of /III  Su/a/ts  /Sr/su  Church 
heeded  in  I  5o^a£e<Y  8^.  Vide;  History  of  the  Borouqh<Y  Northampton  Cj  fev.JC 

One  Th OM  AS  C  H  AR  LTO  N ,  or  C  H  A  LTO  N ,  frobahly  a  son  cf<E>\MoH,h).ahoiil\'50\, 
was  in  154-9  al  do  age  oJJq"  afforded,  a  "Singing  Clan  1  (finer f fir  ter?) 

'.’.CHARLETON  ’  7  ~  V  ^  M  A  R GAR  ETA  =  RAPHAEL L 

orCHARLTON  _  T  ,  Charlton  helyar 

of . EP  El  WU  PL  c/eCouRTEHHRLL  de  CoURlEA/U/UL 

■BARTHOLOMEW  =f  ANN  . 


7?2 at /111  Sr/uts  Noryuralpaou  1 587 


CHARLESTON,  or 
CHARLTON  of 
P/OR  TURPI  prow 


Fur:  in  /III  Sr/uts'Cu,  )/>., 
24Dec.  1747- 


BARTHOLOMEW  -^ELIZABETH. 


"1 


CHARLTON 

h  ving  1  n  the  tansh 
of  /llSr/uts  ~ 

VfORTURMPTO//\  717. 
yjtn  -ri  kfeefber'&Vi  etcuzUer 

bin'.  14  Mar  1755. 


.  Esthers Will* 


ma,y  narne  not  known  ShERMAN 

bur  ic  mag  have  been  Colli  ngs  , 

as  one  Richard  Colungs  <f  „  c  y> 
ff/LLPLORTON  Co.  W/RW/CK  WOS  ^  fff 
&oc or.,  wilt  one  FT.il/\;IDunkle_y  (  0 

cf  Nop  tprs/p  ro/v  to  Bartholomew’s  hill. 


GEORGE  CHARLTON  =r  HANNAH  Jn 'i86. 1  MARY 


cf  /Vo  r  tp/)  pip  row 

cjn  business  as  a 
Coofer 

bur  28  July  1754 


\st 


MARTHA  WILLSON: 

mar:  bI/IllSr/wts  Cu. 
Nor  tur  alp  ro/v . 

22  Sept  1 771 

in  the  presence  cf. 

William  Emertonqa 
BridgetVoreis 


C 


JGEORGE  CHARLTON  Zn‘ 

cf  A/or  thrpjuto/v 
horn:  17.  °CTT  I  WA  l 
bafh  A  Novi1746 

/111  Sr /uts  Prr/su 

he  succeeded  lotus  fathers 
business  in  the  Coofering 
trade. 


riMiNrwn  i  ^  D _ ^  i  I /  \ r\  i 

LEAVER  C  LEAVtR |  L'v'i 4/Sl  Mai 
war.  aUuSmXS^^  bal=b26'  1 7 1 7 
Prr/su  Cu.,  Nor  turpjptou 
14JYly  I74 4  S!?e  Hied  l755Cburl5JuNE) 
be rr?ar;  2ndly  Nary  MooREi(a7oHN 
MOORE  wasMayoNs  Seryeantcn  1722} 


'GEORGE  'WILLI  AM 'GEORGE1  GEORGE  CHARLTON 

b.  3  Jam.  b.20  JUNE,  b  14-tb ,  t/birdson  of  the  name 
bafT^fb  *777  ba[oH9'  and  youngest  son 


^  MARY .  * BARTHOIBMEW'THOMAS 

herlVaiden  name  b.8  Jan.  a 
is  said  to  have  baht:  6  Feb.  H  '4-AFL 

AeerDlCKENS  17433  7 

hossihty  a  dau  pr 
grancudaiz.cf 

THom, as  Dickens  Wui5JuNE  b.l lM 


/so 


'ISABELLA  'ANN 


of  Nrssl rural  who  11  Lqo  l  H 

7nar.  Mary  GUDGEON  #  '  kftL 

in  the Ch . of. SlJoh n (Baptist  7^  f  „ 

Norturalpto/v  2  3  Apr  I JOZ  ■ 


Feb  1774  b  a  ph  8  Oct.  J  u  ly 


Ob  Id| 


1777 

at 

AllSr/uts 

Norturuptou 


785 

ObTnj: 


bom :  J  U  LY  17  84 
babP.2FEB.  1785 
ab  AllSr/alts  'Cuurch 
Norturmp  tou 
Settled  1  n  lourou  early  in 
life  R.  red  red  / com  busi¬ 
ness  a  houf the  aoe  of  Ao 


'GEORGFJGFOROiT 

obdrj:  Charlton 

born  12  Mar 
,1815 
died.  190 1 
abSoisn/Epn 

Co-CSS  TX 
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'CHARLES'mZA-  'CHARU3  TE '  MARY 't  ET1T1  AfWl  L  U  AM  'CARO  'iDUlSA 
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1831 
rr? 

White 
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to  PCD  OH. 


=  LETITlAdaw. ' ANNIE1  MARY  ‘AHNL 

WCHARLE-S  b.  12 Jan.  E4Apr.  b  1  JuN£- 

t  ANN  F01LE  1776  1779  17^1  • 
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agreed  to  take  the  premises  at  a  rental  of  £25  per  annum.  The  upholstering  and  under¬ 
taking  business  did  not  at  all  appeal  to  him,  and  he  soon  devoted  his  whole  attention  to 
building.  He  had  many  ups  and  downs  in  the  early  days  of  his  career  as  a  builder  and 
contractor,  and  experienced  many  anxious  Saturdays,  when  wages  of  workmen  had  to  be 
met,  but  having  the  full  confidence  of  many  real  friends,  he  always  managed  to  tide  over 
the  worrying  times,  and  gradually  built  up  a  business  which  earned  a  reputation  for  splendid 
workmanship  throughout  London  and  the  surrounding  counties. 

Commencing  business  for  himself  in  1845,  he,  three  years  later,  on  5  April,  1848,  at 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  Marylebonc,  married  Lktitia  Ann,  the  fourth  daughter  ol  Mr. 
George  Charlton  of  St.  John’s  Wood,  London,  by  Li-titia,  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Ann  Foyle  of  Sidmouth,  Co.  Devon,  his  wife. 

George  Charlton  had  settled  in  London  from  Daventry,  near  Northampton,  about 
the  same  time  as  Joshua  and  Caleb  Higgs  had  left  Cold  Ash  for  the  great  Metropolis, 
and  at  a  time  when  a  number  of  young  men  from  the  country  came  to  try  their  fortunes 
in  London.  He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Mr.  George  Charlton,  who  was  in  a  good 
way  of  business  near  Daventry  as  a  cooper,  and  was.  born  14  July,  1784,  and  baptized 
at  All  Saints’  Church,  Northampton  2  February,  1785.  Upon  arriving  in  London  by 
coach  lie  had  but  2s.  6 d.  left  in  his  pocket  and  the  small  amount  ol  baggage  he  carried 
with  him,  which  included  a  favourite  pair  of  buckskin  riding  breeches,  which  breeches 
he  afterwards  pawned  in  order  to  go  to  a  play  being  given  at  one  of  the  London  theatres 
— a  fact  he  always  regretted  in  after  life.  Not  knowing  what  to  do  to  get  a  living  in  the 
great  city,  he  went  into  a  baker’s  shop  where  he  noticed  the  sign  “  Boy  Wanted  ”  and 
he  secured  the  job,  and  by  close  attention  to  duty  he  rose  until  he  was  made  foreman 
of  that  bakery  concern,  and  afterwards  was  able  to  own  it.  He  met  his  wile  Lktitia 
Foyle  in  London  and  married  her  at  St.  Martin’s-in-the-Fields  5  April,  1812,  when 
she  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  Lktitia  Ann,  their  seventh  child  and  fourth 
daughter,  was  born  31  January,  1825.  George  Charlton  had  been  so  successful  in 
business  that  he  was  able  to  retire  at  about  forty  years  of  age,  just  about  the  time  of 
Lktitia  Ann’s  birth.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  horses  and  drove  his  own  carriage  and 
pair  round  Hyde  Park,  as  well  as  riding  in  Rotten  Row.  He  lived  to  the  advanced  age 
of  ninety-six  years,  dying  3  February,  1880,  and  left  about  £40,000.  (Will  proved 
P.P.R.  London  21  February,  1880.  Executors:  William  White,  Thomas  Wall, 
Robert  Miller  N  William  Higgs,  sons-in-law.)  Such  was  the  remarkable  career 
of  Lktitia  Ann  Higgs's  father.  At  the  commencement  of  their  married  life  William 
and  Lktitia  Ann  Higgs  lived  in  the  New  Road,  Marylebonc,  and  whilst  residing  there 
attended  the  Congregational  Chapel,  where  a  Mr.  Straiten  ministered.  Upon  removing 
to  Lambeth  in  1852,  they  attended  the  Wesleyan  Chapel  of  that  neighbourhood,  where 
a  number  of  their  relations  were  in  membership.  But  “ Spurgeon ,  the  boy  preacher  ”, 
not  long  afterwards  became  the  topic  of  the  day,  and  one  Sunday  morning  William 
Higgs  proposed  to  his  cousin  Robert  Miller,  who  was  also  a  brother-in-law  of  his  wife, 
he  having  married  Charlotte  Charlton,  that  they  should  go  together  and  hear  this 
remarkable  young  preacher  who  had  become  so  popular,  and  who  was  attracting  great 
crowds  in  London.  They  went,  and  it  was  upon  that  occasion,  we  are  told,  that  William 
Higgs  became  seriously  interested  in  spiritual  matters,  and  as  he  admitted  later  in  life 
to  a  cousin,  “  Mr.  Spurgeon  is  the  only  minister  who  keeps  bricks  and  mortar  out  of  my 
head  ”  during  public  worship. 

He  attended  the'  New  Park  Street  Chapel  regularly  from  that  time  on,  and  in  the  year 
1856  received  a  letter  from  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon  with  the  following  intimation  : 

“  I  beg  to  inform  you,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Church  at  New  Park  Street,  you  were 
appointed  as  one  of  a  committee  to  confer  on  the  best  course  of  action  for  providing 
increased  accommodation  for  the  congregation  who  assemble  with  11s  . 
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George  Charlton,  1784-1880,  youngest 
son  ok  George  and  Mary  Charlton 
ok  Northampton. 


Letitia  Foyle,  1785 - ,  daughter  of 

Charles  and  Ann  Foyle  of  Sidmouth, 
Co.  Devon. 


Letitia  Ann  Charlton,  wife  ok  William  Higgs  ok  Lambeth  and  Warden  Court, 

Isle  of  Sheitey  1825  192 2 
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Two  years  later  William  Higgs  joined  this  church  by  baptism,  and  was  admitted 
into  membership,  and  from  that  time  up  to  his  decease  became  a  very  close  and  intimate 
friend  of  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon,  the  builder  of  the  Metropolitan  Tabernacle  at 
Newington  Butts,  and  a  large  contributor  to  its  erection  ;  he  was  with  a  Mrs.  Anne 
Hill  yard  and  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon,  co-founder  of  the  Spurgeon  Orphan  Homes 
at  Stockin' ell,  of  which  institution  he  acted  as  Treasurer  until  his  decease,  when  a  stained 
glass  window  was  placed  in  the  Board  Room  to  his  memory  depicting  the  scene  of  the 
founding  oi  these  Orphan  Homes,  when  Mrs.  Anne  Hillyard  paid  over  to  William 
Higgs  as  Treasurer  £20,000. 

When  about  the  age  of  thirty-five  William  Higgs  was  carrying  out  as  much  work 
as  any  builder  and  contractor  in  London  at  that  period,  and  the  following  large  works 
were  in  course  ol  progress  under  his  supervision  almost  simultaneously  : 

7  he  Guards  Barracks  at  (  helsea,  the  Royal  Marine  Infirmary  at  Woolwich,  the  Metro¬ 
politan  7  abernacle,  and  the  various  Office  of  Works  contracts,  and  it  was  said  of  him  that 
—“No  employer  was  more  respected,  for  he  was  fair,  and  honourable,  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  always  had  the  welfare  of  his  men  at  heart  ”. 

I’ rom  the  commencement  of  his  business  career  right  down  to  the  period  of  its  close 
the  old  Duke  of  Portland  was  a  kind  and  generous  patron.  Whatever  he  may  or  may 
not  have  been  in  his  own  immediate  circle,  he  was  certainly  “  eccentric  ”  to  those 
outside  of  it.  Many  an  odd  tale  about  him  was  carried  home  by  William  Higgs  to 
the  amusement  ot  his  children.  One  of  these  stories  as  told  in  Sarah  Nash  Higgs’s 
‘  Memorials  of  William  Higgs  ’  may  be  related  here  : 

It  should  be  known  that  the  old  duke  was  very,  very  shy  ;  and  although  he  took  an 
active  interest  in  the  work,  and  liked  to  see  how  it  was  going  on  when  the  builder  was  not 
t  lere,  lie  had  a  real  horror  of  being  at  any  time  seen  by  him.  One  morning  lie  was  sitting 
in  a  room  through  which  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  the  builder  to  pass,  in  order  to 
ieacli  that  part  of  the  house  where  alterations  were  being  made.  He  was  therefore 
obliged  to  go  through  the  apartment,  while  the  duke  could  not  leave  it  without  meeting 
him.  He  did  not  wish  to  be  seen  poor  man  ;  and  yet,  what  was  he  to  do  ?  A  bright 
thought  came  to  his  help,  and  acting  upon  it,  he  jumped  into  a  cupboard,  like  a  jack-in- 
the-box,  and  did  not  get  out  till  he  was  once  more  free  from  the  danger- of  being  looked 
at  by  so  unwelcome  a  visitor!  All  his  orders  were  given  by  means  of  writing,  which  was 
sometimes  so  hard  to  read,  that  our  father  found  it  very  difficult  to  make  out  what  lie 
meant.  One  of  these  letters  was  one  day  taken  home  and  the  united  efforts  of  those  who 
tru'd  to  read  it  only  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  what  two  words  were  intended  for.  For 
filtceii  years  our  father  never  once  saw  him,  and  then  the  two  happened  to  meet  acci¬ 
dentally  upon  the  staircase.  1  his  broke  the  ice,  and  from  that  time  personal  interviews 
were  often  granted,  and  sometimes  they  were  of  such  long  duration,  that  the  poor  builder’s 
patience  was  pietty  well  worn  out.  One  who  was  foreman  with  him,  tells  us,  that  once, 
when  there  was  work  being  done  upon  the  estate  at  Welbeck,  some  of  the  men  employed 
were  unable  to  get  lodgings  anywhere  near  at  hand,  and  were  consequently  obliged  to 
hnd  accommodation  at  a  distance,  and  to  take  a  long  walk  backwards  and  forwards  every 
night  and  moining.  1  he  duke,  hearing  of  this,  was  greatly  concerned  by  it  and  at  once 
provided  a  number  of  donkeys  for  their  use.  With  all  his  peculiarities  he  had  a  kindly 
disposition,  and  he  was  a  true  friend  to  the  young  builder  whom  he  employed  for  so  long  ; 
h<  would  at  times  pay  down  a  thousand  pounds  or  more  in  advance,  and  when  reminded 
that  the  money  was  not  yet  earned,  would  reply  that  it  did  not  matter,  as  he  knew  he 
could  trust  him  and  it  would  be  something  to  go  on  with 


Besides  all  the  work  carried  out  for  the  Duke  of  Portland,  William  Higgs,  in 
18(15,  obtained  the  conti act  loi  the  erection  of  a  stone  bridge  at  Frogmorc,  connecting 
the  Royal  Mausoleum  of  the  late  Prince  Consort  with  that  of  the  Duchess  of  Kent .  He  also 
built  St.  fliomas  s  Hospital,  London,  commencing  the  work  in  1868  and  completing  it  in 
1871,  and  later  he  became  a  Life  Governor  of  that  institution.  “  His  natural  generosity 
always  came  to  the  front  when  he  happened  to  be  the  successful  candidate  for  works 
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in  connection  with  philanthropic  objects.  The  Royal  Orphan  Asylum  at  Watford,  and 
the  Royal  Albert  Orphan  Asylum  at  Bagshot  are  both  witnesses  to  this  fact  ,  so  stated 
the  ‘  Building  News  ’  of  19  January,  1883,  just  after  his  decease.  I  his  obituary  was 
no  mere  flattery,  for  he  had  contributed  largely  to  both  of  these  institutions,  and  for 
many  others  of  a  hundred  character  he  had  shown  his  sympathy  in  the  same  piactical 
way.  As  a  Life  Governor  of  St.  1  homas’s  Hospital  he  took  a  very  keen  inteiest  theiein 
and  made  a  practice  of  regularly  attending  the  meetings  of  the  Board  of  Governors. 
He  warmly  advocated  a  plan  of  opening  a  part  of  the  hospital  for  the  reception  of  paying 
patients,  and  this  was  approved,  wards  became  occupied  and  of  service  to  the  hospital 
which  would  otherwise  have  remained  empty  for  want  of  funds. 

One  instance  in  the  life  of  William  Higgs  must  not  be  omitted  here,  for  it  clearly 

shows  his  worth  and  true  character. 

“  When  the  church  at  Southwark  removed  to  Newington,  it  was  decided  by  the  pastor 
and  deacons  that  the  old  Park  Street  property  should  be  sold  by  auction.  1  Ins  plan 
was  put  into  the  right  train  of  action,  and  the  date  of  the  auction  hxed,  Mr.  Higgs  being 
requested  to  attend  at  tin;  mart  for  the  protection  of  the  sale.  He  had  before  valued  the 
property  at  a  given  sum,  saying  that  he  did  not  think  it  likely  to  fetch  very  much  moie. 
But  to  the  surprise  of  those  friends  who  were  also  present,  when  this  sum  was  reached, 
he  himself  put  in  a  bid  at  a  still  higher  figure  and  ran  up  the  amount  until  the  pmpulx 
was  knocked  down  to  him  at  a  price  considerably  greater  than  that  which  he  had  111 
the  first  instance  named.  He  was,  of  course,  joked  a  little  about  his  baigam  but  le 
quietly  replied  that  it  would  110  doubt  prove  a  good  one.  And  so  it  did  ;  for  not  very 
long  afterwards  he  went  to  Mr.  Spukgkon  with  the  news  that  he  had  sold  the  place  at  a 
profit  of  £500,  adding  that  lie  had  brought  the  money  with  him,  as  he  could  not,  himself, 

think  of  keeping  it  ”. 

And  so  he  continually,  helped  and  assisted  the  church  of  which  he  was  a  niembci 
and  a  deacon. 

As  a  Guardian  of  the  Poor  for  the  Parish  of  Lambeth  for  twenty-one  years,  and  jor  some 
years  Chairman  of  that  Board,  his  twofold  aim  was  to  serve  the  ratepayers  honestly,  and 
to  give  faithful  protection  to  the  interest  of  the  poor.  “  Jobbery  disgusted  him,  and 
he  resolutely  took  stand  against  it  when,  at  any  time,  it  seemed  inclined  to  show  itself. 
While  the  drunken  and  “  loafing  ”  pauper  found  but  little  sympathy,  the  respectable 
and  deserving  poor  met  with  nothing  but  kindly  consideration  and  piactical  goodwill. 

‘  The  South  London  Press,’  a  local  newspaper  accustomed  to  report  the  doings  of  the 
board  of  guardians,  once  wrote  of  William  Higgs  as  “  a  man  of  unimpeachable  honour 

and  rectitude  ” . 

He  early  removed  from  Marylebonc,  his  first  home,  to  Lambeth,  and  from  Lambeth 
William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs  made  their  home  at  Stockwell,  in  1858,  where  he 
bought  a  small  estate  from  John  Gladstone,  Esqre.,  of  the  same  family  as  the  great 
statesman  William  Ewart  Gladstone,  and  resided  in  the  house  known  as  “  Stockwell 
Lodge  ”.  Part  of  this  estate  he  soon  afterwards  sold  to  the  London,  (  liatham  N 
Dover  Railway  Company,  let  off  a  further  portion,  and  lived  in  the  remainder  for  some 
years.  Later  this  was  sold,  and  the  Smallpox  and  Fever  Hospital  was  erected  upon  the 
site.  He  then  purchased  “Kenyon  House”,  a  fine  old  residential  estate  between  the 
Bedford  Road  in  Clapham  and  Acre  Lane  in  Brixton.  This  estate  he  eventually  sold  in 
building  leases,  feeling  that  its  upkeep  would  be  an  unnecessary  burden  upon  his  wife  in 
the  event  of  his  decease,  and  he  then  moved  to  Gwydyr  House,  a  substantial  residential 
property  on  Brixton  Hill,  where  lie  lived  until  his  decease. 

Notwithstanding  all  his  activities  in  London,  W  illiam  Higgs  revelled  in  countiy  life 
—an  instinct  unquestionably  inherited  from  his  yeoman  ancestry— and  so  it  was  that  he 
came  to  purchase  the  Manor  of  Warden  with  its  several  farms  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey,  a 
most  picturesque  spot  with  its  ancient  elms  and  old  Elizabethan  house.  Here  he  spent 
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many  a  happy  time  and  enjoyed,  with  his  sons,  the  fine  shooting  over  the  estate.  As 
Lord  of  the  Manor  lie  had  some  litigation  over  the  foreshore  rights,  claiming  the  manor 
right  to  certain  stones  found  in  the  cliffs  and  along  the  shore  which  were  being  taken  by 
certain  cement  merchants.  Among  the  tenantry  was  a  man  named  Barrett,  who 
worked  hard  all  the  week  in  the  collection  of  these  stones  for  the  merchants,  and  on 
Sunday  was  the  local  preacher  at  the  little  wooden  Nonconformist  meeting-house  on 
the  estate.  The  merchants  put  it  up  to  Barrett  to  either  suppress  the  truth  altogether 
in  his  evidence  in  court,  or  be  dismissed  from  their  service,  all  along  this  coast  apart 
from  that  portion  which  came  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Manor  of  Warden.  This 
was  a  great  temptation  to  Barrett,  who  was  a  poor  man  with  a  family,  but  he  faithfully 
gave  correct  evidence  and  took  his  dismissal.  The  new  lord  of  the  manor,  hearing  about 


Warden  Court,  Isle  oe  Sheppey,  Co.  Kent.  The  Elizabethan  Manor  House  and 

Country  Residence  of  William  Higgs. 


this,  went  to  see  Barrett,  and  said  that  he  quite  realized  the  value  that  his  evidence  had 
been  to  him  in  winning  his  case,  and  asked  what  he  could  do  for  him.  Barrett  requested 
that  the  Meeting  House  might  be  rebuilt,  and  not  only  did  William  Higgs  do  this,  but 
became  a  generous  supporter  to  Barrett  and  that  little  Nonconformist  cause.  William 
Higgs  was  greatly  beloved  and  respected  throughout  the  estate.  During  the  World  War 
the  Government  used  the  old  house  for  officers’  quarters,  and  the  whole  estate  was  taken 
for  defence  purposes  along  the  coast.  Many  of  the  ancient  elms  were  cut  down,  and 
much  of  the  natural  beauty  of  the  scene  was  completely  destroyed. 

The  estate  was  eventually  sold  by  the  family  to  a  building  syndicate  and  to-day 
numerous  dwellings  have  been  built,  and  the  old  Elizabethan  house  is  now  used  as  an 
hotel,  and  designated  “  The  Manor  House  Hotel  ”. 

William  Higgs  was  a  comparatively  young  man  when  he  died  3  January,  1883, 
being  but  59  years  of  age.  For  some  few  years  prior  to  his  death  he  experienced 
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much  internal  pain  and  suffering,  which  he  bore  with  the  greatest  fortitude.  I  his  was 
caused  by  internal  ulcers  on  the  stomach,  and  he  was  advised  to  visit  Carlsbad  and  take 
the  special  waters  of  that  German  town,  with  very  beneficial  results,  and  had  he 
continued  the  treatment  longer  his  life  might  have  been  saved,  but  that  was  not  known 
until  after  the  post-mortem  examination  made  to  see  just  what  had  been  the  cause  of 
his  suffering  and  death.  It  was  not  to  be.  His  day  of  service  and  usefulness  was  ended, 
and  he  was  called  away  to  a  greater  service  in  the  Life  Beyond. 

His  death  was  a  great  blow  to  the  family,  to  the  church,  and  to  the  many  philanthropic 
institutions  with  which  he  was  connected,  and  many  were  the  letters  of  deep  and  real 
sympathy  received  by  his  sorrowing  widow  and  family  from  architects,  surveyors, 


Shooting  Party  at  Wardkn  Court,  Islk  ok  Shkiwky  (takkn  in  1907). 

Reading  Left  l<>  Right. — Back  Row:  Hicnky  Frederick  Higgs,  George  Powell,  Jun. 

( H 1: A  ri; li) ,  GEORGE  l'OWEIX  (( ;  A M I  -  K  i:  1: 1'l.K). 

Middle  Row:  Prank  Guiki.ii,  ok  Medstkad,  Co.  Hants;  William  Highs,  ok 
Siockw  1:1.1.,  Co.  Surrey;  C.kokok:  Higgs,  now  01  Hove,  Co.  Sussex. 

I'runt  Row:  Koih'.kt  Pkrcival  Higgs,  now  ok  Sukiii  ion-on-Tii  amis  ;  William 
Miller  Higgs,  kok  2.5  Years  in  Hkihsii  Coli  muia  ;  Frederick  Ciotei.ee 
(Killed  in  the  World  War). 


ministers  of  all  denominations,  and  employees,  who  realized  not  so  much  the  loss  of  an 
employer,  as  the  loss  of  a  very  real  friend  to  whom  they  could  turn  in  any  of  their  troubles. 
His  remains  were  laid  to  rest  on  the  top  of  the  slope  of  Norwood  Cemetery,  m  lus  own 
family  grave,  next  that  of  his  father  and  mother,  and  upon  that  very  slope  over  which 

his  father’s  dairy  herds  had  grazed  in  the  years  gone  by. 

His  widow  Letitia  Ann  Higgs,  lived  on  at  Gwydyr  House,  Bnxton  Hill,  for 
thirty-nine  years  after  Ins  decease,  when  she  passed  into  the  Life  Beyond,  9  November, 
1922,  aged  97,  wonderfully  clear  in  all  her  faculties  until  the  last.  Her  remains  were 
laid  to  rest  in  the  family  grave  at  Norwood.  She  became  a  member  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Tabernacle  Church  in  1862.  For  a  few  years  of  her  life  she  was  a  member  of 
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the  Ladies’  Committee  of  the  Orphan  Homes  at  Stockwell,  and  took  a  keen  interest  in 
the  work  of  that  institution,  which  had  been  so  dear  to  the  heart  of  her  husband.  7  he 
quiet,  timid,  devoted,  completely  unselfish,  simple-hearted  and  saintly  example  of  Letitia 
Ann  Higgs  lives  on  in  the  hearts  and  memories  of  those  who  have  the  privilege  of  claiming 
her  as  “  Grandmother  ”  ! 

William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs  had  no  less  a  family  than  three  sons  and  twelve 
daughters  born  to  them,  and  notwithstanding  giving  all  these  children  the  advantages  of 
a  good  education,  and  their  father’s  wonderful  generosity  in  life  to  both  religious  and 
philanthropic  work,  when  he  passed  away  at  so  comparatively  young  an  age  he  left  a 
fortune  of  nearly  £250,000.  The  very  fact  of  having  had  so  many  children  William 
Higgs  always  claimed  was  the  cause  of  his  success  in  life,  for  he  had  applied  himself  in 
business  life  in  a  way  he  would  not  have  done  had  he  not  been  blessed  in  this  way. 
Although  commencing  in  business  for  himself  in  1845,  it  would  appear  that  he  spent 
some  time  as  an  apprentice  of  his  uncle  James  Randall  Nash,  as  on  31  October,  1850, 
a  little  over  two  years  after  his  marriage,  he  was,  during  the  Mayoralty  of  I  liomas 
Faincomb,  Esqre.,  admitted  into  the  Freedom  of  the  City  of  London  (14  Queen  Victoria), 
which  Freedom  was  of  material  benefit  to  him  in  work  he  did  within  the  City.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Shipwrights’  Company,  and  those  of  his  sons  who  chose  to  take 
up  their  Freedom  could  do  so  on  the  ground  they  had  been  born  as  Freemen. 


The  family  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs  are  as  follow  : 

1.  WILLIAM  HIGGS,  born  16  May,  1852  (of  whom  later). 

2.  GEORGE  HIGGS,  the  second  son,  residing  at  59,  New  Church  Road,  Hove,  Co. 

Sussex,  was  born  4  December,  1858.  He  was  sent  to  a  good  boys’  school  at 
Mill  Hill,  Hendon,  Co.  Middlesex,  and  after  leaving  there  went  into  his  father’s 
business,  but  later  branched  out  in  life  on  his  own  as  a  coal  merchant,  with 
offices  at  the  Crown  Wharf,  Deptford,  and  did  well.  It  was  he  who,  in  1929, 
long  after  his  retirement  from  business  life  and  after  having  settled  some  years 
at  Hove,  near  Brighton,  in  Sussex,  signed  a  memorial  to  the  Earl  Marshal  of 
England,  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  on  the  instigation  of  his  nephew, 
W.  Miller  Higgs,  as  touching  the  right  to  the  use  of  the  ancient  coat  oj  arms 
used  by  the  Higgs  family  of  South  Stoke  and  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick  by 
Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks.  Owing  to  the  break  in  the  actual 
line  of  descent  between  James  Higgs  of  Thatcham  and  the  earlier  members  of  the 
family  settled  in  that  place,  the  right  to  the  original  arms  could  not  be  established, 
but  all  the  circumstantial  evidence  being  so  strong,  Letters  Patent  were  granted  for 
their  use  to  all  the  descendants  of  George  Higgs’s  grandfather,  Caleb  Higgs,  of  (  old 
Ash,  Berks,  and  Mitcham  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  with  the  slight  addition  of  a  Tudor 
Rose  on  the  base  of  the  neck  of  the  Stag’s  head  in  the  crest,  and  on  the  apex  of  the  chevron 
in  the  Shield  of  arms,  the  tudor  rose  recalling  the  fad  that  the  original  arms  were 
in  use  bv  one  Simon  Higgs  (Symond  Heggys)  in  Tudor  times.  The  pedigree  of 
the  family  was  entered  up  in  the  books  of  the  College  of  Arms  at  this  time. 

The  Letters  Patent  assigned  to  George  Higgs,  Gentleman,  of  New  Church 
Road,  in  the  Borough  of  Hove,  in  the  County  of  Sussex,  and  to  all  the  descendants 
of  his  grandfather,  Caleb  Higgs,  late  of  Mitcham,  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  and  of 
Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  under  date  of  0  December,  1929, 
reads  as  follows  : 

“  To  All  and  Singular  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  Sir  Henry 
Farniiam  Burke,  Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Victorian  Order,  Companion 
of  the  Most  Honourable  Order  of  the  Bath  Garter  Principal  King  of  Arms,  and 
Arthur  William  Steuart  Cochrane,  Esquire,  Member  of  the  Royal  Victorian 
Order  Clarenceux  King  of  Arms,  Send  Greeting  ;  Whereas  George  Higgs 
of  New  Church  Road  in  the  Borough  of  Hove  and  County  of  Sussex,  Gentleman, 
second  son  of  William  Higgs  late  of  Lambeth  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  Gentle¬ 
man,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Warden  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  and  County  of  Kent, 
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Corv  or  Letters  Patent  of  Armorial  Bearings  to  re  Legally  Borne  by  All  the  Descendants  of  Caleb  Higgs,  Gentleman, 

late  of  Mitcham  in  the  County  of  Surrey  and  of  Cold  Ash  in  the  County  of  Berks. 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


a  Governor  of  St.  Thomas’  Hospital,  London,  deceased,  who  was  third  son  of 
Caleb  Higgs,  late  of  Mitcham,  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  and  of  Cold  Ash  in  the 
Parish  of  Thatcham,  in  the  County  of  Berks,  Gentleman,  also  deceased,  hath 
represented  unto  The  Most  Noble  Bernard  Marmaduke,  Duke  of  Norfolk, 
Earl  Marshal  and  Hereditary  Marshal  of  England,  that  being  desirous  of  having 
Armorial  Bearings  duly  established  and  recorded  to  him  under  lawful  authority, 
he  therefore  requested  the  favour  of  His  Grace’s  Warrant  for  Our  granting  and 
assigning  such  Arms  and  Crest  as  may  be  proper  to  be  borne  and  used  by  him 
and  his  descendants  and  by  the  other  descendants  of  his  Grandfather  the  said 
Caleb  Higgs,  deceased,  according  to  the  Laws  of  Arms.  And  Forasmuch  as 
the  said  Earl  Marshal  did  by  Warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal  bearing  date  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September  last  authorize  and  direct  Us  to  grant  and  assign  such 
Armorial  Ensigns  accordingly 

“  Know  Ye  Therefore  that  the  said  Garter  and  Clarenceux  in  pursuance 
of  His  Grace’s  Warrant  and  by  virtue  of  the  Letters  Patent  of  our  several  Offices 
to  each  of  Us  respectively  granted  do  by  these  Presents  grant  and  assign  unto 
the  said  George  Higgs  the  Arms  following  that  is  to  say  :• — Argent,  on  a 
Chevron  between  three  Stags  lodged  Gules  a  Rose  of  the  Field  barbed  and 
seeded  Proper.  And  for  the  Crest  on  a  Wreath  of  the  Colours — A  Stag’s  Head 
Gules,  attired  Or,  Pierced  through  the  Neck  with  an  Arrow  in  Bend  Proper, 
Plighted  Argent,  Head  downwards  Gold,  and  Charged  with  a  Rose  as  in  the 
Arms,  as  the  same  are  in  the  margin  hereof  more  plainly  depicted  to  be  borne 
and  used  for  ever  hereafter  by  him  the  said  George  Higgs  and  his  descendants 
and  the  other  descendants  of  his  Grandfather  the  said  Caleb  Higgs,  deceased, 
with  due  and  proper  differences  according  to  the  Laws  of  Arms. 

In  Witness  whereof  We  the  said  Garter  and  Clarenceux  Kings  of  Arms 
have  to  these  Presents  subscribed  Our  names  and  affixed  the  Seals  of  our  several 
Offices  this  sixth  day  of  December  in  the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Fifth  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  Ireland 
and  the  British  Dominions  beyond  the  Seas  King  Defender  of  the  Faith,  etc., 
and  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  One  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  nine.” 

(Signed)  (Signed) 

II.  FARNHAM  BURKE  ARTHUR  COCHRANE 

Garter.  Clarenceux. 


Signature  of  George  Higgs  of  Hove,  Co.  Sussex. 


George  Higgs  married  4  May,  1885,  Alice  Katie,  the  fourth  daughter  of 
Thomas  Greenwood,  Esq.,  of  ”  Xophil  ”,  South  Sydenham  Park,  by  Caroline 
Stansbury,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Issac,  his  wife.  She  was  born 
4  May,  1864,  and  so  was  married  upon  her  twenty-first  birthday.  Upon  her 
father’s  side  she  is  descended  from  the  Greenwoods  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  in  the 
county  of  Westmorland.  ‘‘  Box  Tree  House,”  in  that  parish,  was  in  the  family 
from  1596  until  1819.  The  ancient  house  was  added  to  at  a  later  date,  and  is  now 
known  by  the  name  of  “  Lupton  Towers  ”.  Her  mother  came  from  the  well- 
known  Devonshire  family  of  Isaac,  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Isaac  being  sixth  in 
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descent  from  Nicholas  Isaac,  Mayor  of  hxeter  in  1665  and  a  descendant  of  the  first 
Sebastian  Isaac,  to  whom  the  family  arms  were  “ranted  in  123b  (temp.  Henry  III). 
There  is  a  tradition  that  the  family  settled  in  Devonshire  from  Brakesbourne  in 
the  county  of  Kent, 'taking  up  residence  first  at  Ottery  St.  Mary.  According  to  a 
record  in  the  British  Museum  one  of  the  family, 

Thomas  Isaac,  went  from  Devon  up  into  the 
North  to  fight  for  King  Robert,  the  Bruce,  in 
1353,  and  married  his  daughter  Maud,  and  their 
son,  John  Isaac,  later  returned  to  Devonshire. 

Another  branch  of  the  family  settled  at 
Houghton  in  Worcestershire.  There  is  a  record 
in  the  British  Museum  that  011  29  April,  i(>(>9, 

Mary,  the  daughter  of  Sebastian  Isaac  of 
Polsloe  Ileavitree  (near  Exeter)  married 
George  Bkestwood  of  Butterford,  and  in 
1715  Elizabeth  Bkestwood  married  Sir 
Barnard  Drake  of  Herebear  in  Beckington. 

Most  of  the  Isaacs  seem  to  have  resided  in  or 
about  Exeter,  chiefly  at  W’idworthy  and 
Polsloe,  In  St.  Cuthbert’s  Church  at  Wid- 
worthy  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Honiton) 
is  a  large  monument  to  Alice,  wife  of 
Sebastian  Isaac,  1(185,  an(l  their  three  child¬ 
ren,  and  Thomas  Isaac,  of  Honiton,  who  was 
in  business  there  as  a  woolstapler  (the  father  ot 
the  Rev.  Benjamin  Isaac),  and  who  married 
Catherine  Clash,  was  a  descendant  of  the 
W’idworthy  branch.  Catherine  Clash,  who 
became  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Isaac’s  mother, 
was  a  descendant  of  the  family  of  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  and  inherited  a  cup  which  the  famous 
English  naval  commander  had  with  him  upon 
his  voyage  round  the  world.  This  is  of  oak, 
bound  in  silver,  and  is  at  present  held  by  Mr. 

Harry  Allen,  who  married  one  of  the 
daughters  of  the  Rev.  Benjamin  Isaac.  The 
Rev.  Benjamin  Isaac  married  twice,  first  to 
one  of  the  ancient  family  of  Bevili.  of  the  Isle 
of  Ely,  and  secondly  to  Mary  Lee,  nicknamed 
“  Merrily  ”  because  of  her  merry  and  happy 
disposition.  She  became  the  mother  of  Alice 
Katie  Greenwood.  The  following  family  of 
live  sons  and  one  daughter  have  been  born  to 
George  and  Alice  Katie  Higgs  : 

:.  GEORGE  NORMAN  HIGGS,  born  1  r  August, 

188b,  at  Upton  Cottage,  Upper  Tulse  Hill, 

London,  S.W.  He  married  Nancy  Hayden, 
and  by  her  has  one  daughter  : 

1.  Patricia  Alice,  born  4  May,  1920. 

George  Norman  Higgs  made  his  home 
at  Harpenden,  Co.  Herts,  where  he  carries 
on  a  business  as  a  chromium  plater. 

1.  ALEC  STANSBURY  HIGGS,  born  9  May, 

1890,  at  Upton  Cottage,  Upper  false  Hill, 

London,  now  of  Hove,  Sussex.  He  is  the 
writer  of  a  number  of  novels  under  the 

nom-de- plume  of  “  Alec'  Stansbury  ”  and  a  publisher  trading  under  the 
well-known  name  of  Alston  Rivers,  Ltd.,  of  Water  House,  Bedfoul  Stioct, 
Strand,  London.  Among  his  books  may  be  mentioned  '  Cupid  Painted  Blind  , 
‘  Not  in  the  Earthquake  ’,  ‘  Silent  Dominion  ’,  etc. 

LESLIE  GEEENWVOOI)  HIGGS  of  Cullinghurst  Farm,  in  Cowdcn,  Co.  Kent, 
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born  17  November,  1892.  He  married  Kathleen  Brazier,  by  whom  he  has 
one  son  : 


1.  Michael  George  Higgs,  born  6  January,  1921. 

During  the  World  War  Leslie  Greenwood  Higgs  held  a  Commission  in 
the  Northumberland  Hussars,  B.E.F.  On  1  January,  1929,  he  met  with  a 
severe  accident.  Whilst  riding  his  horse  reared  and  fell  upon  him,  crushing 
the  pelvic  bones  ;  he  was  taken  to  the  Tonbridge  Hospital,  where  he  developed 
pneumonia,  pleurisy  and  jaundice,  and  hope  of  his  life  was  almost  given  up. 
However,  some  three  months  later  he  was  able  to  be  removed  to  the  Orthopiedic 
Hospital  in  Great  Portland  Street,  London.  There  he  again  developed  pneu¬ 
monia  and  his  condition  was  such  that  the  bone  specialist  could  not  operate. 
He  was  eventually  discharged  with  his  bones  all  wrongly  set  and  knit  together. 
Notwithstanding  this  fact  lie  has  made  a  most  marvellous  recovery,  and  though 
crippled,  he  is  now  (1930)  able  to  ride  his  horse  and  superintend  his  fanning 
operations. 

4.  HLNR\  ALLISON  GERALD  HIGGS  of  59,  New  Church  Road,  Hove,  Co.  Sussex, 

was  born  11  August,  1901.  He  is  in  business  as  a  hat  manufacturer  and  a 
member  of  the  linn  of  Ransom,  Squires  &  Higgs,  Ltd.,  Luton 

5.  CHARI  JON  HIGGS,  born  19  August,  1909.  He  commenced  business  life  as  an 

electi ical  engineer  in  connection  with  the  Columbia  Graphophone  Co.,  and  later 
staited  on  his  own  as  a  radio  manufacturer  under  the  name  of  “  Higgs  Great 

Britain,  Ltd.  ,  at  Westbourne  Place,  Hove,  and  a  very  line  machine  is  being 
made. 
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(1)  Caroline  Freda,  the  only  daughter  of  George  and  Alice  Katie  Higgs,  was 
born  27  June,  1894.  She  married  Wilfred  Thomas  Passmore,  the  elder 
son  of  James  Edward  Passmore:,  Esq.,  of  the  well-known  linn  of  publishers, 
Alabaster,  Passmore  A  Sons,  and  a  descendant  of  the  old  Devonshire  family 
settled  at  Passmoie  Hayes  in  that  county  since  1440.  By  him  she  has  two  sons  : 

1.  Roy  Passmore,  born  27  December,  1915. 

2.  Dennis  Passmore:,  born  11  December,  1919. 

HENRY  FREDERICK  HIGGS,  the  third  son  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann  IIiggs, 
was  born  at  Stockwell  Lodge,  18  November,  1865.  He  was  educated  at  Southey’s 
'  1  100I,  Ramsgate,  Kent,  and  after  leaving  school  entered  his  father’s  business, 
later  joining  his  cousin,  Frederick  Higgs,  with  premises  at  Herne  Hill,  where 
t  icy  earned  on  a  very  successful  business  as  builders  and  contractors  in  London. 

e.nry  Frederick  Higgs  never  married.  He  was  a  great  lover  of  horses,  and  took 
a  great  interest  in  coaching,  subscribing  liberally  to  the  upkeep  of  more  than  one 
coach  limning  to  and  from  London  with  the  privilege  of  driving.  He  was  con- 
sideied  one  of  the  best,  il  not  the  best,  amateur  whips  among  the  gentlemen  drivers 
m  London,  whether  tandem,  or  four-in-hand.  His  love  of  country  life  was  strong, 
and  much  of  his  time  he  spent  at  Warden  Court,  looking  after  the  estate  there 
with  Ins  brother  George.  He  was  renowned  for  his  generosity  and  kindness  of 
leait,  and  his  sense  of  fairness  and  justice  endeared  him  to  many.  Not  regarded 
as  a  religious  man,  he  possessed  true  religion  in  no  small  degree.  The  jargon  of 
u  lgious  sects  disgusted  him,  and  he  held  himself  aloof  from  associating  with  any 
k  igious  body,  yet  Henry  Frederick  FIiggs  set  a  magnificent  example  to  many 
so-called  Christians  by  his  life  spent  in  helping  others,  and  giving  other  people 
peasuie  whenever  he  could,  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  life  he  suffered  much 
internal  pain,  and  yet,  through  all  his  days  of  suffering,  he  never  complained,  his 
<  nef  thought  being  to  save  others  trouble  and  anxiety  over  him,  and  when  he 
passed  away  26  April,  1928,  his  loss  was  a  very  heavy  one  to  the  whole  family, 
and  especially  to  his  favourite  sister  Florence  and  his  brother  George,  with 
whom  he  was  in  the  true  sense  “  a  pal  ”.  Shortly  before  his  decease  one  of  his 
nieces  sent  him  a  calendar  for  the  New  Year  bearing  the  following  lines  : 


It  ain  t  no  use  to  grumble  or  complain, 

1  s  just  as  cheap  and  easy  to  rejoice  ; 

When  God  sorts  out  the  weather  and  sends  rain 
Then  rain’s  my  choice  ”. 


■ 
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lhose  words  sunk  into  his  thoughtful  mind,  and  he  wrote  them  out,  changing  them 
to  the  following  : 

“It  ain’t  no  use  to  grumble  or  complain, 

I ’s  just  as  cheap  and  easy  to  rejoice  ; 

When  God  soils  out  the  ailments  and  sends  pain 
Then  pain’s  my  choice 

An  uncomplaining  submission  to  the  Divine  Will  was  his,  and  he  passed  away 
2b  April,  1928,  mourned  by  many  to  whom  he  had  indeed  been  a  real  friend.  He 
was  interred  in  Norwood  Cemetery.  During  the  World  War  he  was  attached  to 
the  City  of  London  National  Guard. 


LErniA  Charlton  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs.  She 
was  born  3  March,  1849,  at  New  Road,  Marylebone,  and  married  William,  son  of 
William  Charles  Murrell,  8  April,  1874,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons  and  two 
daughters.  I  heir  second  son,  Harold  1(  ranklin  Murrell,  became  an  architect, 
and  during  the  World  War  held  a  Commission  in  the  Royal  Engineers,  B.E.F. 
He  married  Dorothy  MacDonald  Henderson  7  October,  1920,  and  lives  at 
Shortlands,  Co.  Kent. 

Louisa  Ann  was  the  second  daughter  born  to  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs,  29 
March,  1851,  also  at  New  Road,  Marylebone.  She  spent  her  life  in  working  amongst 
the  poor  of  South  London,  and  passed  away  unmarried  14  August,  1911,  and  was 
buried  in  the  family  grave  at  Norwood. 
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Sarah  Nash  Higgs  the  next  daughter  born  to  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs  (shortly 
after  their  removal  from  Marylebone  to  the  Palace  Road,  Lambeth),  28  September, 
1853.  It  was  she  who  wrote  the  book  entitled  ‘  Memorials  of  William  Higgs  ’, 
privately  printed  and  published  by  Alabaster,  Passmore  &  Sons,  in  1890.  Like 
her  elder  sister,  Louisa  Ann,  she  has  devoted  her  life  to  work  amongst  the  poor, 
and  especially  in  religious  work  in  connection  with  Kenyon  Baptist  Church,  Solon 
Road,  Acre  Lane,  Brixton,  which  church  was  erected  by  the  family  to  the  memory 
of  her  father,  from  the  designs  of  her  brother  William. 

Mary  Higgs  the  fourth  daughter  born  to  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs  at  Palace 
Road,  Lambeth,  16  February,  1855.  She  married  Mr.  Frank  Gotelee,  a-  farmer 
at  Medstead,  in  the  county  of  Hants,  16  February-,  1881.  Besides  the  estate  at 


Kenyon  Baptist  (.'hukcji. 

Erected  by  the  family  of  William  Higgs  to  his 
memory  upon  a  site,  on  his  old  estate  of  Kenyon  House, 
given  by  him  for  a  Church  to  the  London  Baptist  Associa¬ 
tion,  and  from  designs  of  his  eldest  son,  William  Higgs 
of  StocKwell,  who  is  seen  on  the  right  of  the  picture  with 
his  son  William  Miller  Higgs,  then  aged  7. 

Warden  Point,  Isle  of  Sheppey,  her  father  had  purchased  considerable  acreage  at 
Medstead  in  Hampshire,  and  that  is  how  she  came  to  know  her  husband.  She  died 
4  March,  1919. 

Fred  Gotelee,  their  son,  was  a  non-commissioned  officer  in  the  Artists’  Rifles, 
a  London  Regiment  in  France  during  the  World  War.  He  was  killed  in  action 
10  October,  1918. 

One  of  the  daughters  of  this  marriage,  Emily  Gotelee,  was  translator  for  the 
Prisoners’  Department  of  the  French  Red  Cross.  She  was  awarded  "  La  Medaille 
de  la  Reconnaissance  ITancaisc 
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Another  daughter  was  Kathleen  ;  whilst  the  eldest  daughter,  May,  became 
a  Mrs.  Mullins,  and  settled  with  her  husband  in  California,  U.S.A. 

Charlotte,  the  fifth  daughter  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs,  was  born  at  Palace 
Road,.  Lambeth,  6  September,  1856.  She  has  never  married,  and  has  devoted 
her  life  to  mission  work. 

Anna  Maria,  the  sixth  daughter  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs,  was  born  at 
Palace  Road,  Lambeth,  12  December,  1857.  She,  too,  never  married,  and  her  life 
has  been  spent  in  work  amongst  the  poor  of  South  London. 

Ellen  and  Emma,  twin  daughters  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs,  were  born  to 
them  shortly  after  their  removal  from  Lambeth  to  Stockwell  Lodge,  9  April,  1860. 
Ellen  married  the  Rev.  David  Davies  of  Holland  Road  Baptist  Church  at  Hove, 
near  Brighton,  Sussex,  a  Welshman,  and  author  of  ‘  Echoes  from  the  Welsh  Hills 
and  other  books,  by  whom  she  had  several  sons.  Emma  never  married.  She  spent 
her  life  with  her  other  sisters  in  mission  work,  and  died  25  January,  19-3- 

Emily  Higgs  the  ninth  daughter  born  to  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs  on  18  October, 
1861.  She  only  lived  a  year  and  a  half,  and  died  16  April ,  1863,  and  was  buried 
in  the  family  grave  at  Norwood. 

Alice  Higgs  the  next  daughter  born  to  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs  ii  September, 
18(13.  She  became  the  wife  of  Wiilliam  Gardiner  Nash,  Esq.,  a  paper  manu¬ 
facturer  of  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  a  descendant  of  the  Nash  family 
of  Hemel  Hempstead,  in  Hertfordshire.  He  died  7  June,  iqI4-  Ey  him  she  had 
two  sons  and  one  daughter,  Ivy.  1  he  second  son,  Gordon,  was  an  officer  in  the 
Royal  Air  Force  and  died  during  the  World  War,  whilst  his  brothei,  William, 
held  a  commission  in  the  Royal  West  Kent  Regiment,  B  L  b. 

Edith  Higgs,  the  eleventh  daughter  born  to  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs,  was 
born  9  June,  1867,  and  for  some  years  was  a  missionary  in  China,  in  connection  with 
the  China  Inland  Mission.  When  the  Boxer  Rising  took  place  she  narrowly  escaped 
death.  During  her  plight-  to  the  coast  from  the  province  of  Shensi  her  party  was  attacked, 
and  in  dragging  her  out  of  the  rickshaw  a  travelling  clock  she  carried  Jell  out  too.  1  his 
was  mistaken  for  some  infernal  machine  and  the  boxers  pled.  Urns  her  lile,  and  the 
lives  of  those  she  travelled  with,  were  saved. 

Florence  Higgs  was  the  youngest  daughter  and  child  born  to  W  illiam  and  Letitia 
Ann  Higgs.  She  was  born  at  Stockwell  Lodge  17  September,  i8(>8.  She  has  nevei 
married. 


Such  is  the  record  of  the  daughters  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann  Higgs. 

We  now  turn  to  the  eldest  son  WILLIAM  HIGGS,  who  was  born  on  16  May,  1852. 
He  was  sent  to  Morden  Hall  School  in  Surrey,  and  from  there  went  into  his  father’s  business 
at  Crown  Works,  South  Lambeth  (so  named  from  all  the  contracts  which  had  been  earned 
out  for  H.M.  Office  of  Works).  When  he  was  twenty-two  years  of  age  his  father  felt 
that  he  wished  to  retire  from  the  business,  and  feeling  that  so  large  a  concern  was  too 
much  for  his  son  to  handle  alone  he  took  into  partnership  a  Mr.  Joseph  Hill,  who  had 
a  building  business  in  Islington,  and  the  firm  became  known  eventually  as  Higgs  & 
Hill,  being  subsequently  turned  into  a  private  limited  company  undei  the  designation 
of  Higgs  Ik  Hill  Ltd.,  and  the  firm  has  since  carried  out  some  ol  the  largest  contracts 
in  England  besides  supplying  masonry  for  public  buildings  abroad,  lhe  Loyal  Naval 
College  at  Dartmouth  may  be  mentioned,  among  many  other  similar  works  earned  out 
by  this  firm.  When  twenty-live  years  of  age  William  Higgs  married  1  August,  1877, 
at  the  Wandsworth  Wesleyan  Church,  Charlotte  Elizabeth,  the  only  daughter  of 
William  John  Miller,  shipbuilder  of  Ramsgate,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  by  Charloue 
Adams  Alley,  his  wite.  The  Miller  family  had  been  already  closely  allied  by  marriage 
for  William  John  Miller’s  first  cousin,  Robert  Miller,  had  first  married  Charlohe, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  George  Charlton,  William  Higgs’s  maternal  grandfather,  and  after 
her  decease  Robert  Miller  had  married  William  John  Miller’s  widow,  Charlotte 
Adams  Miller  (ne'e  Adley).  Robert  Miller’s  mother,  too,  was  Rebecca,  a  daughter  of 
Mr.  Richard  Nash ,the  shipbuilder  of  Lambeth,  and  a  sister  of  Sarah,  the  wife  op  \\  illiam 
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Arms  in  use 

h Y  THIS 

Family  ok  Miller 
ok  Kent. 


William  Milli  e  ok  Ramsgati;, 
Co.  Kent,  and  ok  Rotherhithic, 
Shipbuilder,  Freeman  ok  the 
City  ok  London,  1785-1867. 


Charlotte  Adams,  daughter  ok 
William  Adi.ey  ok  Canterbury, 
by  Catherine  Perkins,  his  wiki;, 

AND  WIKE  OK  WlLI.lAM  JOHN  M  I  LI.  I  R  . 


Charlotte  Elizabeth  Miller  iiis  ull  l-<  AN1)  1-:  ()1*’  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Miller, 

AT  THE  AGE  OK  NINE  YEARS.  WlLI.lAM  lllGGS  OK  Sl’OCKWIiLI.  AGED  SEVENTEEN, 

(1856-1924).  SHOWING  STYLE  OF  DRESS  IN  1873. 
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Higgs’s  grandfather  Caleb  Higgs.  At  the  time  of  this  marriage  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
Miller  was  living  at  The  Lawn,  Battersea  Square,  with  her  mother  and  stepfather 
Robert  Miller,  who  was  then  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Nash  &  Miller,  ship  and  barge 
builders  and  gravel  merchants,  on  the  waterfront  at  Battersea.  “  The  Lawn  ”  was  a 
picturesque  spot  with  its  garden  running  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  and  the  tine  old 
house  was  an  ancient  one,  having  been  originally  in  the  family  of  the  Martyr  Ridley, 
and  tradition  states  that  Ridley  himself  had  at  one  time  occupied  it.  The  Miller  family 
were  long  resident  in  Ramsgate,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  Charlotte  Elizabeth  herself 
having  been  born  there  14  May,  1856.  Her  father  had  his  shipbuilding  yards  on  the 
site  of  where  the  London,  Chatham  N  Dover  railway  station  was  later  erected,  when  he 
moved  his  works  to  the  West  Cliff.  The  business  originally  belonged  to  her  grandfather 
William  Miller,  who  had  served  his  apprenticeship  to  Mr.  Thomas  Preston,  the 
younger,  citizen  and  shipwright  of  London,  and  through  his  apprenticeship  had  become 
himself  a  member  of  the  Shipwrights'  Company  and  a  Freeman  of  the  City  of  London  on 
b  September,  1814.  Her  great-grandfather  William  Miller,  of  East  Cliff  House, 
Ramsgate,  was  a  sea  captain,  who  during  hostilities  with  France  had  served  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  and  was  present  at  the  battles  of  the  Nile  and  Trafalgar,  whilst  her  great-great¬ 
grandfather  was  one  John  Miller  of  Ramsgate,  who  had  had  much  to  do  in  connection 
with  the  construction  of  Ramsgate  Harbour.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  family  was  of 
Scotch  origin,  though  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Miller’s  grandfather  William  Miller 
used  the  crest  of  the  Millers  of  Oxenhoath  in  Kent,  namely,  “A  wolf’s  head  erased 
azure,  collared  ermine  ”,  the  arms  of  which  family  were  ”  Ermine,  a  fess  gules  between 
three  wolf’s  heads  erased  azure  ”.  Phis  coat  was  anciently  borne  by  a  Sussex  family 
of  Miller,  a  branch  of  which  settled  at  Glaskenney,  Co.  Wicklow,  Ireland. 

William  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Higgs  made  their  first  home  at  No.  4,  Crown 
Villas,  overlooking  Kennington  Oval,  the  well-known  Surrey  cricket  ground,  which 
originally  was  the  site  of  the  residence  of  Edward  the  Flack  Prince.  This  was  close  to 
the  Crown  Swimming-Baths,  which  were  built  and  opened  by  William  Higgs’s  father, 
and  were  the  first  public  swimming-baths  opened  in  London,  and  which  proved  to  be  a 
very  remunerative  venture.  These  baths  abutted  on  to  the  premises  of  the  building- 
yards  of  Higgs  N  Hill,  so  that  William  Higgs  was  close  to  his  business  at  this  time. 

lie  later  bought  the  leasehold  of  a  property  at  Stockwell  just  in  the  Clapham  area, 
which  had  been  a  farm  house,  situated  in  the  Binfield  Road,  and  known  as  “  Sussex 
Lodge  ”,  which  he  altered  very  considerably  to  the  needs  of  his  family,  and  there  resided 
until  his  decease  on  17  January,  1924.  This  home  was  conveniently  situated  for  him, 
being  within  easy  drive  of  his  business  premises  at  South  Lambeth,  and  close  to  the 
Spurgeon  Orphan  Homes  at  Stockwell,  where  he  had  succeeded  his  father  as  treasurer  of 
that  institution,  and  in  which  work  he  took  the  very  greatest  interest.  How  rapidly 
London  grew  and  the  whole  district  changed  !  When  William  and  Charlotte  Eliza¬ 
beth  Higgs  first  went  to  live  at  Sussex  Lodge  it  had  a  more  or  less  rural  aspect,  but  it 
was  not  long  before  smaller  houses  were  built  on  either  side  of  the  Binfield  Road  and  the 
Studley  Road,  which  ran  parallel  to  it,  and  their  small  gardens  abutted  on  to  the  beautiful 
gardens  of  his  home.  However,  the  trees  he  had  planted  when  first  settling  there  had 
also  rapidly  grown,  and  shut  out  the  ugly  view  of  the  surrounding  houses,  and  in  the 
garden  of  Sussex  Lodge,  with  its  flower-beds,  its  lawns,  its  glass-houses  and  its  vinery, 
its  summer-houses  and  paddock,  one  could  imagine  oneself  many  miles  from  London. 
Like  his  younger  brother  Henry  h rederick,  William  Higgs  was  a  lover  of  horses 
and  was  a  good  rider,  and  occasionally  enjoyed  a  hunt  with  the  East  Kent  Harriers. 
The  entrance  to  his  stables  was  from  the  Studley  Road,  and  he  was  particular  that  they 
were  well  kept  and  his  horses  were  well  turned  out.  The  management  of  the  family 
estate  at  Warden  he  chiefly  left  to  his  brothers  George  and  Henry,  but  he  thoroughly 
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enjoyed  the  shooting  season,  when  he  would  travel  down  by  rail,  taking  his  two  sons  with 
him,  and  many  a  splendid  bag  did  they  have  in  a  day’s  shoot  over  the  old  estate  with 
George  and  Henry  Frederick  Higgs.  William  Higgs,  in  his  latter  years,  bore  a 
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striking  resemblance  to  King  Edward  Vll  both  in  figure  and  feature  so  striking  in 
fact  that  upon  one  occasion  his  carriage  and  pair  crossing  Epsom  Downs,  during  one  of  the 
great  race  meetings,  came  amidst  the  throngs  of  people  surrounding  the  course,  and  he 
was  actually  taken  for  His  Majesty  !  With  his  keen  sense  of  wit  he  royally  acknowledged 
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the  cheers  of  the  surging  crowd  upon  either  side  of  his  carriage.  The  band  struck  up  the 
National  Anthem  before  the  mistake  was  realized,  and  then  the  mounted  police  made 
way  for  the  equipage  to  proceed,  from  the  Downs  !  Like  his  father,  William  Higgs  was 
a  very  close  friend  of  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon,  and  he,  too,  succeeded  his  father  as  a 
deacon  of  the  Metropolitan  Tabernacle  Church  and  gave  generously  to  that  cause,  as 
well  as  subscribing  largely  to  various  chapels  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  He  was, 
however,  by  no  means  a  sectarian,  and  among  his  many  friends  were  clergymen  of  the 
Established  Church  and  ministers  of  various  denominations,  who  all  admired  his  splendid 
character  and  integrity.  The  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  of  Lambeth  were  never  sent  away 
empty-handed  when  they  called  upon  him  for  assistance,  and  he  carried  out  a  good  deal 


William  and  Charlotte  Elizaheth  Higgs,  taken  at  Hindhead,  Co.  Surrey,  during 

A  DRIVING  TOUR  IN  I90O. 

of  work  at  St.  Joseph’s  Convent,  Lambeth.  He  loved  to  travel,  and  believed  that  it  was 
a  splendid  education  for  his  children,  whom  he  took  with  him  to  France,  Italy,  Switzerland 
and  Germany  at  different  times.  For  many  years  he  made  his  annual  holiday  in  the 
South  of  France,  often  in  company  with  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon,  and  Mentone  was 
a  very  favourite  spot  with  William  and  Charlotte:  Elizabeth  Higgs.  His  great  sense 
of  justice  endeared  him  to  his  employees,  who  regarded  him  more  as  a  friend  than  an 
employer.  His  thoughtfulness  and  kindliness  of  heart  endeared  him  to  all  who  served 
in  and  about  his  home.  He  was  particularly  fond  of  architectural  work,  and  spent  much 
of  his  time  in  designing  churches  and  chapels  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Among 
such  designs  may  be  mentioned  the  Fast  London  Tabernacle  for  the  Rev.  Archibald 
Geikie  Brown,  the  Solon  Road  Baptist  Church  (Kenyon  Chapel),  Acre  Lake,  Brixton, 
erected  by  the  family  in  memory  of  his  father  ;  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon’s  home  in 
Nightingale  Lane,  Clapham  ;  and  Spurgeon’s  tomb  in  Norwood  Cemetery.  In  the  latter 
days  of  his  life  he  attended  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Portman  Square,  being  a  very  great 
admirer  of  the  Rev.  J.  Stuart  Holden,  the  vicar  of  that  Church,  and  up  to  the  time 
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of  his  decease,  and  for  some  years  previously,  lie  held  office  as  sidesman  in  that  church. 
He  died  17  January,  1924,  and  his  funeral  was  one  of  the  most  impressive  in  South 
London.  His  earthly  remains  were  taken  into  the  Memorial  Hall  of  the  Spurgeon’s 
Orphan  Homes  on  Monday,  21  January,  in  which  Hall  he  had  so  often  played  the  part 
of  Father  Christmas,  to  the  intense  enjoyment  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  that  great 
institution,  and  given  to  each  a  new  shilling.  The  service  was  conducted  by  the 
Rev.  Charles  Spurgeon,  son  of  the  Founder,  with  an  address  by  the  Rev.  J.  Stuak? 
Holden,  D.D.,  who  in  the  course  of  his  remarks  said  : 
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Family  Grave  in  Norwood  Cemetery  oe  William  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth 

Higgs  oe  Stockwell. 


“  What  accounted,  what  accounts  for  such  a  life  of  purity  and  love,  such  a  quiet, 
glowing,  radiant,  confident  faith  ?  .  .  .  l'irst  of  all  one  of  the  great  seciets  of  my 
friend's  life  was  his  intense  love  for  God  and  for  his  Holy  Word.  .  .  .  Secondly  his 
simple  faith  in  the  Christ  of  the  Bible,  his  simple  faith  in  the  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  were 
always  paramount  in  the  harmony  of  the  life  for  which  we  now  thank  God  together”. 


The  beautiful  hymn,  “  Peace  perfect  Peace”,  was  sung  and  then,  whilst  the  children  of 
those  orphan  homes  who  loved  him  dearly  sang  I  he  Homeland  ,  the  coitege  passed 
out  from  the  Hall  and  along  the  drive  he  had  so  often  travelled  in  his  work  of  love  for 
the  fatherless  and  the  widows,  to  the  family  grave  on  the  top  of  the  hill  in  Norwood 
Cemetery,  close  by  his  father’s  and  his  grandfathers  graves.  And  so  terminated  the 
life  of  William  Higgs  the  younger. 

Charlotte  Elizabeth  Higgs,  who  from  the  time  of  her  marriage  had  never  been 
separated  from  him,  who  had  the  remarkable  record  of  never  having  been  away  from  the 
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same  dwelling  for  a  single  night  during  forty-seven  years,  could  not  live  without  him, 
and  though  wonderfully  brave  under  her  unspeakable  grief,  just  pined  away  and  followed 
him  through  the  veil  four  months  later  on  n  May.  Truly  it  is  written  on  the  tablet, 
erected  by  their  children,  in  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Portman  Square,  London  W.  : 

“  VERY  LOVELY  AND  PLEASANT  IN  THEIR  LIVES  ; 

IN  THEIR  DEATH  THEY  WERE  NOT  DIVIDED.” 

Her  first  thought  had  ever  been  for  her  husband,  her  children  and  home. 

William  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Higgs  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
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WILLIAM  MILLER  HIGGS,  their  eldest  son,  was  born  at  Kennington,  London, 
2 3  May>  1878,  just  two  years  after  his  great-grandfather  Caleb  Higgs  had  passed  away. 
He  was  taken,  however,  to  Furzedown  harm,  Mitcham,  for  his  great-grandmother  to  see 
befoie  she  passed  away  in  June,  1879.  When  the  babe  was  born  it  was  noticed  that 
the  two  toes  on  each  foot  next  the  big  toe  were  joined  together — or  webbed — and  his 
parents  asked  the  doctor  if  these  two  toes  should  be  separated.  He  assuring  them  that 
this  peculiaiity  would  be  no  detriment  to  him  in  after  life,  they  decided  to  leave  them 
as  they  were.  Later  on  an  interesting  story  is  given  in  relation  to  these  webbed  toes. 

Weie  it  not  lor  the  fact  that  the  family  history  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
account  of  the  life  of  the  eldest  son  of  William  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Higgs,  this 
portion  of  the  book  would  be  entirely  eliminated.  To  assemble  in  readable  form  the 
history  of  the  family,  as  a  whole,  from  the  mass  of  material  gathered  by  the  writer  and 
his  late  cousin  Frederick  Higgs,  has  been  no  easy  task,  but  to  attempt  to  give  any 

faithful  record  of  one  sown  life  for  the  sake  of  the  generations  to  come  is  an  infinitely  more 
difficult  task. 

f  he  fiist  few  years  of  his  life  William  Miller  Higgs  spent  at  Kennington.  The 
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nursery  window  overlooked  the  famous  Surrey  County  Cricket  Ground — known  as  the 
Oval  and  memory  recalls  the  early  interest  taken  in  watching  the  cricket  matches 
fiom  that  vantage  point  as  a  small  boy,  and  also  the  occasional  visits  to  Gwydyr  House, 
Brixton  Hill,  to  see  “  grandfather  ”,  who  invariably  greeted  his  little  grandson  with  the 
words,  Well,  what  does  Willie  want  ”  ?  and  ere  the  answer  was  forthcoming  his  hand 
would  place  within  the  small  palm  a  shilling,  saying,  “A  shilling,  a  piece  of  string  and 
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Pkovinck  of  British  Columbia. 


Evelyn  Mary, 

DAUGHTER  OF  THE  LATE  El)WARD  LoCKE,  EsQ.,  F.G.S. 
(a  well-known  London  Architect), 

AND  THIRD  WIFE  OF  WlLLI AM  MlLLER  HlGGS. 

She  is  a  great-grund-daughter  of  William  John 
Huggins,  who  was  appointed  Marine  Fainter  to 
King  William  IV  in  1834,  three  of  whose  pictures 
of  the  Battle  of  Trafalgar  hang  111  Hampton  Court 
Palace. 


a  penknife  will  always  be  found  most  useful  in  your  pocket  through  life  Although 
barely  live  years  old  when  that  good  man  passed  away,  the  memory  of  him  is  very  vivid, 
and  the  third  day  of  January,  1883,  stands  out  beyond  all  others  at  that  early  age, 
as  his  father's  grief  is  recalled  which  brought  home  to  the  heart  of  the  grandson  that 
Grandfather  had  gone  ! 

W'hen  about  six  years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Stockwell,  and  there  he  and  his 
elder  sister  learned  to  ride  on  a  small  black  Welsh  pony,  and  many  a  ride  they  enjoyed 
with  their  father  over  Clapham,  Wandsworth,  Tooting  and  Wdmbledon  Commons,  and 
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occasionally  hunted  with  the  East  Kent  Harriers,  for  when  they  went  for  their  holidays 
to  Ramsgate  the  horse  and  the  pony  went  too. 

Private  tuition  at  home  being  ended  he  was  sent  to  The  Leys  School,  Cambridge, 
under  the  late  I)r.  Moulton,  but  owing  to  unjust  treatment  from  a  form  master  over  a 
most  trivial  matter  (later  that  form  master’s  resignation  was  demanded  over  another 
case),  he  was  afterwards  sent  to  The  Manor  House,  Old  Town,  Clapham,  another 
excellent  school  conducted  by  the  late  Dr.  Maxwell  (LL.D.Cantab.),  a  man  greatly 
respected  by  all  his  pupils. 

Upon  leaving  school  William  Miller  Higgs' entered  his  father’s  business,  serving 
his  apprenticeship  through  various  departments  of  that  firm,  and  then  serving  as  deputy 
and  timekeeper  upon  various  public  buildings  in  course  of  erection,  The  Bishop’s  House 
at  Kennington  (under  Mr.  Norman  Shaw,  the  well-known  architect),  and  offices  in 
Mincing  Lane,  F.C.  (under  Messrs.  Crickmay  and  Zimmermann),  being  among  these. 
He  afterwards  returned  to  the  offices  at  Crown  Works,  South  Lambeth,  where  he  had 
charge  of  the  private  ledgers,  and  as  a  director  of  the  firm  took  his  share  in  visiting 
work  under  construction,  interviewing  clients  and  architects,  etc.  In  his  spare  time  he 
worked  for  many  years  in  connection  with  the  Boys’  Brigade  in  Lambeth,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  annual  camp  of  the  South  London  Battalion.  He  also  at  this  time 
took  a  class  for  boys  in  connection  with  the  Spurgeon  Orphan  Homes  at  Stockwell  on 
Sundays,  and  likewise  at  Kenyon  Baptist  Church,  Solon  Road,  Acre  Lane,  Brixton, 
which  had  been  erected  in  memory  of  his  grandfather.  An  incident  is  recalled  in 
connection  with  the  stone-laying  ceremony  in  the  building  of  that  memorial  chapel 
when  the  Rev.  C.  II.  Spurgeon,  the  great  preacher,  lifted  the  then  six  years  old  and  eldest 
grandson  of  William  Higgs  up,  to  give  that  stone  a  final  tap  with  the  mallet  he  had 
just  used. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  William  Miller  Higgs  married  Edith  Monica,  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  Archibald  Geikie  Brown  (then  of  the  West  Norwood  Baptist  Church,  and 
formerly  of  the  East  London  Tabernacle)  by  Edith  Constance,  daughter  of  Ashley 
W11.LMOTT  Barrett,  Esq.,  of  Blackmore,  Co.  Essex,  his  third  wife,  on  8  July,  1902. 
Archibald  Geikie  Brown  was  a  kinsman  of  the  famous  geologist  Sir  Archibald  Geikie, 
K.C.B.,  and  of  the  Rev.  Cunningham  Geikie,  author  of  the  well-known  book,  ‘  Gcikie’s 
Life  of  Christ  ’.  The  Rev.  Archibald  Geikie  Brown’s  father  was  John  William 
Brown,  of  Brathay  Lodge,  Clapham  Park,  Co.  Surrey,  son  of  John  Brown  of  Oaklands, 
Streatham  Hill,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Alexander,  Cunliff  and  Brown,  bankers,  of  Lombard 
Street,  London,  by  Ann,  daughter  of  Alexander  Geikie  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
John  Brown  (of  Oaklands,  Streatham  Hill)  was  the  only  child  of  John  Brown  of  Dundee, 
Co.  Forfar,  who  settled  at  Beckham,  Co.  Kent,  and  who  married  Sarah  Maunday  of 
Earningham  in  that  county.  John  Brown  of  Dundee  was  the  son  of  the  marriage 
of  John  Brown,  weaver,  to  Janet,  daughter  of  Robert  McKenzie  of  Tron,  formerly  of 
Musselburgh,  which  took  place  7  May,  1758  {vide  ‘  Scottish  Record  Soc.  Register 
of  Marriages  of  the  City  of  Edinburgh’,  1751-1800).  There  is  every  reason  to  believe 
that  this  John  Brown,  described  as  “  Weaver  ”  at  his  marriage,  was  none  other  than 
the  remarkable  Dr.  John  Brown  whose  portrait  is  given  in  ‘  The  Disciples  of 
/Esculapius  ’,  and  who  obtained  his  doctorship  through  the  influence  of  two  young 
doctors  named  Mackenzie  and  Lord. 

The  Barretts  have  been  long  seated  in  Essex,  and  Edith  Constance,  the  third 
wife  of  the  Rev.  Archibald  Geikie  Brown,  was  ninth  in  descent  from  one  Phillip 
Barrett  of  Blackmore  and  Navestock  in  that  county,  who  was  buried  at  Blackmore  in 
1617.  A  brass  to  many  members  of  this  family  is  in  Blackmore  Parish  Church. 

William  Miller  Higgs  settled  at  Wimbledon,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  where  the 
only  two  children  of  this  marriage  were  born,  namely  : 
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1.  William  Oswald  Barrett  Higgs,  born  14  October,  1903.  He  was  educated  at 

St.  Lawrence  College,  Ramsgate,  Co.  Kent,  and,  settling  at  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  married  Eleanor  Edna  Pattie,  the  elder  daughter  of  F.  E.  Wolsey 
Smith  of  that  city  on  2  December,  1926,  by  whom  he  has  one  daughter  : 

(1)  Mary  Edith  Betty,  born  26  August,  1928. 

2.  Archibald  Geikie  Higgs,  born  at  Wimbledon  28  September,  1906.  He,  too,  was 

educated  at  St.  Lawrence  College,  Ramsgate,  and  likewise  settling  in  British 
Columbia  married  21  January,  1928,  at  the  Cathedral,  Victoria,  Gwendolyn 
Cecilia  Grace,  the  eldest  daughter  of  the  Rev,  Thomas  Elliot  Rowe,  tradi¬ 
tionally  descended  from  the  same  family  as  Sir  Thomas  Rowe,  Knt.,  of  London 
(living  about  1550),  by  whom  he  has  a  son  : 

1.  Desmond  Geikie  Higgs,  born  29  March,  1933. 

They  made  their  home  in  Victoria,  B.C.,  Archibald  Geikie  Higgs  being  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  Messrs.  A.  E.  Ames  &  Co.,  the  well-known  financial  house 
of  London,  Montreal,  Victoria,  Vancouver  and  New  York. 


Shortly  after  the  birth  of  Archibald  Geikie  Higgs  the  marriage  of  his  parents, 
which  had  been  an  unhappy  one  from  the  start,  was  annulled,  and  in  1909  William 
Miller  Higgs  settled  in  British  Columbia,  where  subsequently  his  two  sons  followed. 
His  first  wife  having  married  again,  he  married  a  second  time  at  the  Government  House, 
Ashcroft,  B.C.,  20  February,  1911,  Charlotte  Audrey  Emma,  daughter  of  Arthur 
John  Blomfield  Flowerdew,*  of  Billingford  Hall  (near  Scole)  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
England,  who  had  come  out  to  British  Columbia  as  secretary  to  the  manager  of  an  English 
fruit-growing  syndicate  at  Walhachin.  Shortly  after  this  marriage  William  Miller 
Higgs  made  his  home  at  Sooke,  near  Victoria,  on  Vancouver  Island,  and  on  13  May, 
1913,  during  the  Lieutenant-Governorship  of  Thomas  Patterson,  was  made  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  Province.  Keenly  interested  in  the  poultry  industry  of  the  Province 
he  became  engaged  as  editor  of  a  poultry  journal  (now  *  The  Canada  Poultryman  ’),  in 
which  his  wife  took  a  very  active  part.  The  World  War,  however,  breaking  forth  in 
August,  1914,  conditions  for  carrying  on  became  almost  impossible  ;  week  after  week 
subscribers  joined  the  Colours,  advertising  dropped  to  a  minimum,  the  price  of  paper 
rose  by  leaps  and  bounds,  and  likewise  the  cost  of  printing,  and  in  1916  William  Miller 
Higgs  felt  it  his  duty  to  enlist,  and  his  wife  continued  to  carry  on  the  paper  at  a  heavier 
loss  each  month  until  she  was  able  to  sell  it,  after  her  husband  had  gone  overseas. 
Enlisting  with  the  5th  Regiment  Canadian  Garrison  Artillery  for  training  he  was  soon 
made  a  non-commissioned  officer,  lie  agitated  to  be  transferred  to  the  Canadian  Expe¬ 
ditionary  Force,  but  was  continually  refused,  being  informed  that  his  services  were 
requisite  to  the  Esquimalt  Station  ”  for  training  men.  Eventually  he  was  sent  to  the 
central  recruiting  offices  at  the  Armoury,  Victoria,  and  there  it  was  his  duty  to  make 
out  the  attestation  papers  of  numbers  of  men  whom  he  had  to  meet  at  the  boats  arriving 
from  California  and  other  United  States  ports.  At  last,  but  not  until  1918,  did  he  succeed 
in  getting  his  transfer,  and  left  Victoria  with  a  draft  from  the  Army  and  Navy  Veterans. 
After  arriving  at  Purfleet,  Essex,  he  was  placed  in  the  Orderly  Room  on  account  of  his 
experience  in  this  branch  of  the  service,  and  only  after  the  greatest  difficulty  did  he  succeed 
in  at  last  getting  upon  a  draft  for  France,  reaching  the  front  line  in  October,  having  been 
drafted  to  the  3rd  Batt.  Canadian  Railroad  troops,  then  with  headquarters  at  Barlin, 
and  was  placed  with  the  survey  party  of  that  battalion.  Shortly  after  sailing  for  England 
lie  received  the  following  letter  from  his  old  Commanding  Officer,  Major  H.  H.  Woolison, 
at  Esquimalt  : 


*  Father  of  Lieut.  Gordon  Munir:].  Fi.owekdew,  to  whom  the  Victoria  Cross  was  posthumously  awarded  after 
the  charge  of  Lord  Strathcona’s  Horse  at  St.  Moreil  Wood  during  the  World  War. 


/f  •*  ?PV  oH 

JO  V 

•>£,  AK>‘ S  *Y:t  (frI  imu3  Y.t/.p  (0 


II  ;i  i<  f  !M  l; 

il'A  *(  .i  .«£(>■  > M  Ki  ilu!  *>iil  'u  *  itjun,. 


* 

;  i! 

* 


1 66 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


William  Oswald  Barrett 

1  llGGS. 


Eleanor  Edna  Patti  e, 
wific  of  William  O.  B.  Higgs. 


Du.  John  Blown.  Archibald  Gkikik  Higgs  and  Gwendolyn  Cecilia 

Grace,  his  wife. 

Inset  Desmond  Gfikik  Higgs,  their  son, 
aged  five  months. 
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“  July  13 th,  1918. 


“  My  dear  Higgs, 

“  I  was  delighted  to  get  your  very  welcome  letter  of  the  23rd  ult.  .  .  .  Your 

description  of  experiences  ‘  so  far  ’  were  very  interesting  and  I  hope  yon  will  find  time 
to  write  me  occasionally,  and  keep  me  well  posted,  as  I  shall  always  be  glad  to  hear 


A  Street  Scene  during  the  World  War  of  wiiat  had  been  the 

large  Mining  City  of  Lens. 

This  picture  gives  some  idea  of  the  difficulties  encountered  by  the  Canadian 
Railroad  Troops  in  surveying  for  and  constructing  the  light  railways  through  all 
this  debris  and  destruction,  under  shell-lire  anti  German  aeroplane'  attacks. 


The  little  Town  of  St.  Pierre  as  it  appeared  at  the  time  when  the  3RD 
Batt.  Canadian  Railroad  Troops  ran  a  light  railway  between  it 
and  St.  Auguste  in  October,  1918. 


from  you,  having  felt  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  your  career.  I  only  hope,  for  your 
own  sake  and  that  of  your  wife,  that  you  will  come  back  unscathed  and  have  a  happy 
return  to  Victoria.  You  have  the  right  spirit  old  friend,  and  anyone  with  whom  you 
became  acquainted  may  count  it  a  gain  for  having  met  and  known  you  ;  1  know  that  is 
how  1  feel  !  Well,  old  man,  you  have  helped  to  put  a  good  many  into  the 
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C.E.F.,  while  on  recruiting  work  ;  now  it's  your  turn.  I  only  hope  you  won’t  find  it  too 
exacting,  and  I  know  that  whether  you  are  bossing  a  gang  of  ‘  Fish  plate  boltees  ’  or 
pushing  a  pen  in  the  orderly  room,  you  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  do  your  duty 
thoroughly  and  conscientiously,  and  I  trust  you  will  have  the  health  and  strength  to 
‘  Carry  on  ’,  and  that  quick  promotion  will  come  your  way.  You  deserve  it ! 

With  kind  regards,  I  remain. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

{Signed)  “  H.  H.  Woolison.” 


Porch  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 


William  Higgs  Rev.  H.  G.  Mind,  William  Miller 
of  Stockwell.  Vicar  of  Higgs. 

South  Stoke. 

The  tablet  above  the  porch  is  that  to  Griffith,  eldest  son  of  Barton  Higgs, 
and  nephew  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  {vide  Chapter  111). 


The  8th  of  October,  1918,  stands  out  as  a  red  letter  day  in  the  war,  as  upon  that  date 
the  Survey  Party  of  the  3rd  Batt.  C.R.T.  had  to  run  a  line  for  a  branch  light  railway  for 
ammunition  to  be  brought  up  from  the  ruins  of  St.  Pierre  to  the  adjoining  ruined  town 
of  St.  Auguste.  The  party  worked  immediately  in  front  of  the  British  artillery  (for  the 
Battalion  was  attached  to  the  British  First  Army  Corps),  over  a  shell-torn  area  with  but 
a  foot  or  two  between  each  shell-hole,  and  immediately  behind  the  front-line  trenches. 
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Shells  whistled  overhead,  and  continually  the  party  stumbled  over  the  barbed  wire 
across  that  ground,  whilst  German  aeroplanes  rained  bullets  from  above  until  driven 
off  by  gunfire  from  the  British  batteries. '  The  line  was  surveyed  and  constructed  under 
such  conditions  almost  as  quickly  as  the  survey  was  made,  and  that  piece  of  work  accom¬ 
plished  without  a  single  casualty  to  the  small  survey  party  save  for  a  poisoned  arm  to 
this  member  of  the  Higgs  family  through  falling  on  to  barbed  wire,  one  of  the  barbs 
of  which  had  penetrated  the  palm  of  the  hand.  Day  after  day  similar  work  went  on 
until  the  wonderful  news  of  the  Armistice  swept  the  line  at  the  eleventh  hour  of  the 
eleventh  day,  of  the  eleventh  month. 

Only  one  month  of  actual  front-line  service,  which  is  hardly  worth  mentioning,  and 
fades  into  insignificance  in  the  light  of  the  service  rendered  by  many  others  whose  names 
appear  in  this  volume.  That  month,  however,  brought  home  indeed  the  horrors  of  war  ! 

Xmas  Day,  with  its  many  happy  recollections  of  the  family  gatherings  at  Gwydyr 


Audrey  Kuril  Symonds  times,  who  did  much  in  connection  with  thk 

INDEXING  OK  THIS  WORK  KOR  HICK  FATHER  WlLEIAM  MlLLER  lllGOS 

(with  her  wire-haired  terrier  “  Patch  ok  Gauano  "). 

House,  Brixton,  was  spent  in  the  great  camp  at  Ktaples,  in  tents  soaked  by  the  downpour 
of  rain,  but  the  first  week  in  January,  1919,  saw  a  few  days’  leave  and  a  wonderful 
reunion  with  father,  mother,  brother,  sisters  and  sons.  That  farewell  to  the  beloved 
parents  was  the  last  ! 

During  a  leave  in  England  a  visit  was  made  again  to  old  Barre  Place,  South  Stoke  ; 
the  photograph  here  reproduced  was  taken  at  the  porch  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church  under  the 
tablet  to  Griffith  Higgs  (a  nephew  and  executor  of  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs)  about  1905,  four  years  before  \V.  Millkk  Higgs  went  to  British  Columbia. 

After  some  weeks  at  Rhyl  Camp,  missing  the  great  riot  there  by  only  a  few  days,  the 
return  trip  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada  was  made.  The  troop-ship  sailed  from  Devonport 
one  Sunday  morning,  and  that  scene  will  ever  live  in  one’s  memory  whilst  life  shall  last. 
A  gloiious  sunny  morning,  the  wonderful  green  of  the  Devonshire  grasslands,  the  red 
cattle  peacefully  grazing,  the  red  chickens  on  the  farms  and  the  red  roofs  of  the  farm¬ 
houses  made  a  picture  for  any  artist,  and  one  of  such  exquisite  beauty  that  no  pen  can 
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do  it  justice.  It  was  truly  “  Glorious  Devon  ”  !  A  wonderful  memory  of  the  Home¬ 
land  ! 

Upon  reaching  Victoria  demobilization  was  soon  effected,  and  William  Miller 
Higgs  returned  to  his  home  at  Sooke — known  as  Warden  Ranch— and  there  endeavoured 
to  get  re-established  in  poultry-raising  and  by  conducting  a  land  agent's  business,  but 
conditions  had  entirely  changed,  and  it  was  an  uphill  struggle.  Then  on  17  December, 
1920,  nine  years  after  his  second  marriage,  a  little  daughter  was  born — Audrey  Ruth 
Symonds  Higgs  (a  daughter  who  has  since  done  much  in  connection  with  the  indexing 
of  this  work).  This  event  should  have  brought  the  greatest  happiness,  but,  alas  the 
tragedy  of  life  !  Not  only  were  conditions  for  business  changed,  but  all  was  changed, 
and  that  statement  shall  be  sufficient  !  An  earnest  struggle  was  made  under  impossible 
conditions  to  avoid  the  worst,  but  it  came.  For  a  while  William  Miller  Higgs  worked 


The  Haven,  Galiano  Island,  British  Columbia. 

Residence  of  William  Miller  Higgs,  J.l\,  F.S.G.,  and  family,  showing  approach 
to  private  float  and  boat-landing  and  flag-staff. 


as  manager  of  a  real  estate  or  land  agent’s  branch  of  a  firm  in  Victoria,  going  to  Sooke 
each  week-end.  Finally  his  second  wife  went  to  Vancouver,  and  the  little  girl  came  to 
live  with  her  father  in  rooms  in  Victoria,  and  they  were  joined  there  by  his  two  sons. 
The  boarding-house  “  Baynards  ”,  St.  John  Street,  was  conducted  by  a  Miss  Locke,  who, 
strange  to  relate,  was  a  step-daughter  of  Mr.  Ernest  Crickmay,  of  Messrs.  Crickmay  & 
Zimmermann,  the  firm  of  architects  previously  referred  to,  and  a  daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Edward  Locke  of  Sutton,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  England,  a  well-known  architect, 
antiquarian,  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Geological  Society,  who  was  traditionally  descended 
from  the  Lockes  of  Bristol  and  Somerset,  a  collateral  branch  of  the  same  family  as  John 
Locke,  the  “  father  of  English  philosophy  ”.  Miss  Locke  did  a  great  deal  for  the  family, 
and  it  was  whilst  residing  there  that  William  Miller  Higgs  received  the  greatest  blow, 
namely,  the  death  of  his  beloved  father  on  17  January,  1924,  only  to  be  followed  by 
another  such  blow  four  months  later  in  the  death  of  his  mother. 
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Soon  afterwards  he  bought  some  property  upon  Galiano  Island,  a  small  waterfront 
estate  of  some  20  acres,  and  there  built  a  home  for  the  family,  and  Miss  Evelyn  Mary 
Locke  agreed  to  keep  house  for  them.  With  his  sons  he  took  up  fox-farming  until 
the  boys  chose  to  branch  out  on  their  own  and  get  married. 

However,  it  seemed  as  though  the  Hand  of  the  God  of  his  fathers  had  been  over  all, 


and  only  as  great  suffering  is  understood  is  a  like  experience  of  joy  realized.  Miss  Locke 
who  had  done  so  much  for  the  family — consented  to  become  his  third  wife,  and  they 
were  married  at  the  C Lurch  of  Our  Lord,  Humboldt  Street,  Victoria,  7  January,  1926. 
1  his  marriage  has  proved  a  blessed  union,  and  it  can  be  indeed  said,  “Whom  God 
hath  joined  together,  let  no  man  put  asunder  Besides  being  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  Province,  William  Miller  Higgs  was  made  a  Notary  Public  for  British 
Columbia  2  June,  1919,  under  the  Lieutenant-Governorship  of  His  Honour  Frank 


Stillmann  Barnard,  K.C.M.G.,  and  in  May,  1929,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  Miller  Higgs 
had  the  honour  of  entertaining  His  Honour  Lieutenant-Governor  Randolph  R.  Bruce 
and  Miss  Helen  Mackenzie,  his  niece  and  Chatelaine  of  Government  House,  Victoria, 
upon  their  visit  to  Galiano  Island.  A  picture  of  the  house-party  taken  at  The  Haven, 
Galiano,  on  29  May  that  year  is  given  in  this  book. 

W.  Miller  Higgs  was  elected  three  years  in  succession  to  the  presidency  of  the 
B.C.  Fox  and  Fur  Farmers’  Association,  Inc.,  to  the  presidency  of  the  Galiano  Island 
Development  Association,  and  also  to  the  Presidency  of  the  Islands  Central  Conservative 
Association  in  1932.  These  positions  he  relinquished  in  August  of  that  year  on  leasing 
1  he  Haven  property,  and  with  his.  wife  and  daughter  Ruth  returned  to  England,  and 
settled  January,  1933,  at  Goring-on-Thames,  two  miles  from  South  Stoke,  in  the  centre 
of  the  locality  so  closely  associated  with  a  number  of  branches  of  the  Higgs  family  for 
the  past  400  years,  and  his  daughter  Ruth  was  sent  to  The  Abbey  School,  Reading. 
During  his  residence  in  Canada  he  was  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Genealogists,  in 
recognition  of  much  genealogical  research  work  ;  he  also  acted  in  an  advisory  capacity  in 
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The  Haven. 

1  here's  a  nook  I  know  well  in  the  woodlands, 

On  the  brink  of  a  beautiful  lake, 

Where  the  air  is  like  wine,  and  the  waters 
•Of  marvellous  virtues  partake  ; 

1  here  is  health  for  the  body,  and  healing  ; 

Hiere  is  comfort  and  peace  for  the  soul, 

Amid  scenes  that  despite  all  endeavor, 

No  painter  of  words  could  extol. 

“  There  are  fairy-like  islets  reflected, 

With  blue  vistas  of  mountains  beyond, 

And  the  blithest  of  birds  round  about  me, 

That  warble  their  messages  fond  ; 

There’s  the  whisper  of  winds  in  the  tree-tops, 

Golden  sunbeams  that  filter  the  light  ; 

And  I  wish  I  could  pen  half  the  glories 
That  feature  the  heavens  by  night. 

“  There’s  the  perfume  that  beggars  all  praises — 

Warm  enchantment  of  balsam  and  pine  ; 

And  there’s  something  that  savors  of  Eden — 

A  kinship  with  Essence  Divine. 

O,  tell  me  not  God  can  unmindful 
Be  of  creatures  e’en  lowly  as  1, 

When  His  spirit  is  everywhere  present, 

On  earth,  in  air,  water  and  sky  ! 

Every  moss-covered  rock  holds  some  meaning, 

Every  hoary-limbed  tree  harbors  grace  ; 

Every  cumulus  cloud  that  is  mirrored, 

In  His  wonderful  scheme  has  its  place  ; 

While  anon,  in  the  mystical  silence, 

’Neath  the  stars— shine  they  never  so  fair — 

There  is  balm  for  weary  and  wounded, 

And  a  haven  that  conquers  despair.” 

Jeanne  Valdez. 


the  matter  of  Civic  Arms,  having  studied  heraldry  from  his  youth.  About  1911  he  entered 
a  public  competition  for  a  design  for  the  civic  arms  for  Kamloops,  B.C.,  which  was  won 
by  him.  He  also  designed  the  ecclesiastical  arms  for  the  See  of  Cariboo. 

In  1924,  whilst  living  in  Victoria,  he  was  appointed  by  the  City  as  Secretary  to  the 
Reception  Committee  for  the  welcome  which  was  to  be  extended  upon  the  occasion  of 
II. M.  Special  Service  Squadron  visiting  Victoria  and  the  old  naval  station  of  Esqiiinialt,  and 
in  that  capacity  had  the  organizing  of  the  reception  and  entertainment  given  over  ten 
days  to  some  6000  men  of  all  ratings  in  that  wonderful  fleet.  The  entertainment  given  in 
Victoria,  B.C.,  was  a  remarkable  success,  and  lor  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  City 
a  balance  on  the  right  side  was  returned  to  the  Treasury,  and  William  Miller  Higgs 


was  presented  with  a  special  donation  in  recognition  of  this  service. 

Upon  one  occasion,  soon  after  first  settling  upon  Vancouver  Island,  he  came  across 
a  mining  engineer  in  Victoria  with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  Mr.  R.  G.  Mellin,  who  said 
to  him,  “  Higgs,  come  out  to  the  Oak  Bay  boathouse  with  me  this  evening  as  I  want 
you  to  meet  a  namesake  of  yours  who  has  been  out  here  many  years  ”.  So  that  evening 
they  proceeded  to  Oak  Bay,  and  going  on  board  a  motor  launch  named  “  The  Kelvin  ”, 
lying  at  anchor,  there  sat  the  namesake  at  his  table  in  the  cabin.  “  Higgs,  meet  Higgs,” 
was  said  to  the  somewhat  surprised  owner  of  the  launch.  “  So  you  are  a  Higgs,  are 
you  ?  said  Mr.  Lewis  Leonard  Spalding  Higgs;  “  Where  do  you  come  from  ?  ”  To 
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which  reply  was  given,  “  Well,  I  was  born  in  London,  but  my  family  came  from  Berkshire 
and  Oxfordshire,  originally  from  Cheltenham,  near  Gloucester  “  That’s  interesting,”  said 
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Leonard  Higgs  ;  “  I  was  born  in  Suffolk,  but  my  family  have  resided  near  Cheltenham 
for  generations  ;  our  crest  is  the  Stag’s  head  pierced  through  the  neck  by  an  arrow  ”.  “  7  hat 
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is  the  same  crest  as  was  used  by  our  Higgs  of  T  hate  ham  and  South  Stoke,”  replied  Miller 
Higgs.  “  Well,  we  must  be  some  far-off  cousins,”  said  Leonard  Higgs,  “  but  I’ll 
guarantee  that  you  have  not  in  your  family  a  peculiarity  we  have  in  ours— namely 
two  toes  of  each  foot,  next  the  big  toe,  joined  together !  ”  “  Shake  hands,”  said  Miller 

Higgs.  “  No,  I  won't  believe  that,”  said  Leonard  Higgs,  and  thereupon  his  son  young 
William  (nicknamed  ”  Bosun  ”  [Boatswain])  shouted,  “  Come  out  on  the  back  of  the 
launch,  Cousin  Bill,  and  let  me  see  your  foot  ”.  Miller  Higgs  consented,  taking  off 
his  boot  and  sock  ;  “  Dad,  it’s  true  ”,  shouted  the  lad  of  about  fourteen  (since  married, 
with  a  son  of  his  own),  and  Leonard  the  father  then  said,  “  Well,  that  is  proof  of  our 
blood  relationship  !  ”  They  then  discussed  what  was  known  of  the  ancestry  in  each 
case,  and  saw  that  that  peculiarity  must  have  descended  for  at  least  twelve  or  thirteen 
generations  from  some  prepotent  common  ancestor. 

Lewis  Leonard  Spalding  Higgs  and  his  family  had  long  been  settled  on  South 
Pender,  one  of  the  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  Georgia.  He  was  a  very  well-read  man,  and  was 
well  posted  in  British  Columbia  timber.  He  served  overseas  during  the  World  War, 
returning  therefrom  to  die  of  a  cancer  on  the  liver.  A  man  of  iron  will,  he  refused  to 
take  an  anaesthetic,  and  was  operated  upon,  bearing  the  pain  with  most  extraordinary 
courage  and  self-control  and  afterwards  passed  away  (vide  Part  II,  The  Higgs  Family  of 
Suffolk). 

Upon  a  later  occasion  William  Miller  Higgs  was  stopped  on  the  street  in  Victoria 
by  a  man  who  said,  “ Excuse  me,  is  your  name  H iggs  ?  ”  1  he  reply  being  in  the  affirmative 

he  continued,  “  I  felt  sure  it  was  ;  my  name  is  1<\  F.  Higgs,  and  you  remarkably  resemble 
my  father  ”  /  The  story  of  the  webbed  toes  was  then  related,  to  which  he  replied,  “  How 
extraordinary ;  a  daughter  of  one  of  my  sisters  was  born  with  that  peculiarity  He  then 
related  how  his  family  some  two  hundred  years  or  more  ago  had  settled  from  England  in 
Bermuda,  and  from  thence  had  moved  to  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island,  where 
he  had  been  born  ( vide  Part  II,  The  Higgs  Family  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  Chap.  XX). 
He  had  moved  from  there  to  Calgary,  and  had  founded  The  Calgary  Furnishing  Company, 
of  which  he  was  the  managing  director.  He  had  later  moved  and  settled  at  Albert 
Head,  Metchosin,  Vancouver  Island,  and  had  then  an  office  in  Victoria  as  a  land  agent. 
His  son  William  Higgs  is  a  doctor  of  medicine,  practising  at  Calgary,  Alberta,  and 
recently  married. 

Such  is  the  outline  of  the  life  of  William  Miller  Higgs  and  some  of  his  experiences 
since  settling  in  the  vast  Dominion  of  Canada,  and,  though  like  the  Bunch  of  Daisies  , 
so  beautifully  written  of  by  his  kinsman  Richard  Higgs  of  Coxhill  Farm,  Shepherdswell 
(vide  Chap.  IX),  his  life  has  indeed  been  “  Storm-beaten,  crushed,  and  trodden  in  the 
mire  ”  ;  yet  he  “  admits  not  defeat  ”,  and  in  the  winter-time  of  life  there  will  be  a  bloom 
to  be  gathered  by  the  Great  Gardener,  and  perhaps  many  memories  of  earnest  effort 
made  for  the  good  of  others,  and  of  a  faith  in  the  love  of  the  Eternal  Creator  which 
has  stood  through  all  failure  and  the  fiercest  of  trials. 

ROBERT  PERCIVAL  HIGGS,  the  second  son  born  to  William  and  Charlotte 
Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Stockwell,  was  born  at  Kennington  2  September,  1881  ;  he  was 
educated  at  Manor  House  School,  in  the  old  town  of  Clapham.  Upon  leaving  school  he 
entered  his  father’s  business,  wherein  he  eventually  became  a  director,  and  upon  his 
father’s  decease  a  managing  director  of  the  firm  of  Higgs  &  Hill,  Ltd.  He  also  succeeded 
his  father  as  Treasurer  of  the  Spurgeon  Orphan  Homes  at  Stockwell,  in  which  he  takes 
the  keenest  interest.  On  7  January,  1903.  he  was  married  at  Streatham  Wesleyan 
Church  to  Maude  Unity,  elder  daughter  of  the  late  James  Edward  Passmore,  Esq., 
then  a  member  of  the  publishing  linn  of  Alabaster,  Passmore  X  Sons,  descended 
from  the  ancient  family  of  Passmore  of  Passmore  Hayes,  in  the  parish  of  liverton,  Co. 
Devon,  as  shown  on  the  pedigree  recorded  in  the  College  of  Arms,  London.  Ihey  made 
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their  home  at  Surbiton-on-Thames,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  calling  their  house  “Warden”, 
after  the  family  estate  in  the  Isle  of  Sheppey.  After  his  father’s  decease  Robert 
Percival  Higgs  purchased  a  piece  of  property  in  the  Corkran  Road  on  Surbiton  Hill, 
where  he  built  a  house,  his  cousin,  H.  F.  Murrell,  being  the  architect.  During  the  World 
War  he  rendered  service  as  a  Special  Constable. 


Warden,  Corkran  Road,  Surbiton,  the  residence  of 
Robert  Percival  Higgs  and  family. 


the  A-rms  of 
“Passmore: 


FXssmore  Hayes 

CbZDEVON. 


Robert  Percival  Higgs  of  Surbiton-on-Thames, 

Co.  Surrey. 


His  wife’s  father  and  grandfather  were  members  of  the  Metropolitan  Tabernacle  Church 
and  held  office  as  deacons,  and  likewise  her  mother’s  father  Mr.  Thomas  Olney  was  a 
deacon  of  that  assembly,  l'he  interesting  group  given  in  this  book  shows  the  Rev. 
Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon  and  his  private  secretary,  Mr.  Harkald,  in  company  with 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Higgs  of  Stockwell,  and  the  grandparents  of  Maude  Unity 
Higgs,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Passmore,  taken  at  Mentone  in  December,  1889. 
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Standing  behind 
tlu:  old 

Greyhound  Coach. 


Maude  Unity,  daughter  of  James  Edward  Passmore  and  wife  of  Robert 

Pkkcival  Higgs. 


Robert  Passmore  Higgs,  only  son  of  Robert  Percival  Higgs  and  Maude 

Unity  Passmore,  his  wife. 
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The  three  daughters  oe  Robert  I'ercival  Higgs  and  Maude  Unity  Passmore,  his 

wife,  oe  Surbiton,  Co.  Surrey. 


Robert  Passmore  Higgs  driving  in  St.  James’s  Park,  London,  dj28. 

The  leaders  of  this  team  (owned  byAV.  J.  Smith,  Ltd.)  took  First  Prize  Tandem  at  the 
International  Horse  Show,  Olympia,  London,  the  same  year. 

In  the  above  picture  a  rest  was  being  taken  after  driving  up  Pond  Street,  along 
Oxford  Street  and  down  Regent  Street  into  St.  James’s  Park— quite  a  drive  for  a  lad 
at  the  age  of  lb  !  This  was  probably  the  last  coach  to  be  seen  in  Oxford  Street,  as 
that  street  was  closed  to  horses  just  after. 
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Hie  following  children  have  been  born  to  Robert  Percival  and  Maude  Unity 
Higgs : 

1.  Robert  Passmore  Higgs,  their  only  son,  born  31  July,  1912.  He  is  now  (1930) 
at  Eastbourne  College,  and  expects  upon  the  completion  of  his  studies  to  become 
articled  to  a  firm  of  stockbrokers  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange.  A  great  lover 


Charlotte  Letitia  Higgs 

TAKEN  DURING  THE  WORLD  WAR. 


Marguerite  Ellen,  wire  ok 
William  Luther  Cook,  ok  Shortlands,  Co.  Kent. 


of  horses,  his  great  uncle  Henry  Frederick  Higgs  left  him  his  driving  whips, 
and  in  taking  lessons  in  coach-driving  lie  has  shown  considerable  skill  in  handling 
four-in-hand  teams.  He  is  a  keen  cricketer.  Attractive  and  enjoyable  as  the  former 
hobby  is,  like  yachting,  coaching  is  a  very  expensive  one.  The  old  “  Tally  Ho  !  ” 
and  the  old  “  Greyhound  ”  coaches  are  now  (1930)  the  only  two  survivors  of  the 
many  road  coaches  which  used  to  brighten  the  lives  of  the  travelling  public,  and 
aftei  1930  it  is  said  that  the  Greyhound  will  be  the  last  of  the  old  public  fours- 
in-hand.  When  it  is  considered  that  £5000  per  annum  is  a  moderate  computation 
nl  the  cost  of  running  teams  of  twenty-four  horses  and  the  coach,  which  every  day 
but  Sunday  runs  some  sixty  miles,  it  will  be  readily  Understood  that  this  delightful 
anil  fashionable  hobby  of  pre-World  War  days  cannot  last  much  longer  under 
entirely  changed  conditions.  To-day  subscribers  to  these  road  coaches—  amateur 
drivers  of  exceptional  skill — pay  no  less  than  £300  a  season  of  four  months,  and 
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for  this  sum  they  have  the  privilege  of  driving  one  clay  a  week.  Robert  Passmore 
Higgs,  who  has  inherited  his  great-uncle  Henry  Frederick  Higgs’s  skill  in 
driving,  is  a  favourite  with  a  number  of  subscribers,  and  is  often  permitted  to  take 
a  stage  of  the  road.  In  the  illustrations  he  is  shown  with  “  the  ribbands  ”  on  the 
box  seat,  and  also  standing  behind  the  old  “  Greyhound  ”  coach  owned  by  Mr. 
F.  H.  Unwin. 
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Group  taken  on  Fiftieth  Birthday  of  Charlotte  Letitia  Higgs. 

Hack  row. — Left  to  right  :  Cvkil  Cook,  Anna  Maria  Higgs,  Roiu  rt  Pkrcival  Higgs,  William  I.utiikr  Cook, 
Rohirt  Passmoki:  Higgs. 

Middle  row.  M  \KGAKKT  1*' A  IT  II  lllGGS,  C II  AKLO  1  "I  I  HlGGS,  M  AUDIO  U.N  I  TV,  wife  of  Roll  I  RT  PKRCIVAL  1  IlGGS,  Cll  ARI.O  II  K 
I.ktitia  Higgs,  Margukriti-  Ei.i.i  .n,  wife  of  William  Lijtiikr  Cook,  Sarah  Nash  Higgs,  Violkt  Maudi:  Hon.  Higgs. 
l-'ront  row. — Bkrnaud  Cook,  Joyci:  Cook,  John  Cook. 


(1)  Margaret  Faith,  born  23  February,  1904. 

(2)  Violet  Maude  Hope,  born  13  September,  1906. 

(3)  Noraii  Unity,  bom  10  March,  1914. 

Charles  Warden  Higgs  was  the  third  son  of  William  and  Chamotte  Ft  izaheth 
Higgs.  He  was  born  at  Sussex  Lodge,  Stock  well,  on  22  August,  1885.  He  was,  however, 
taken  with  pleurisy,  and  died  in  infancy  14  March,  1886, ..and  was  interred  in  the  family 
grave  at  Norwood  Cemetery. 
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The  two  daughters  of  William  and  Charlotte  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Stockwcll  are  : 

(1)  Charlotte  Letitia,  born  29  August,  1879,  at  Kennington.  She  has  never  married, 

but  devoted  her  life  to  her  parents  whilst  they  lived.  The  Latin  words  on  the 
signet  ring  she  wears,  given  to  her  by  her  brother  William,  “  Studio  minimi  ignavi  : 
spiritu  ferventes  :  Domini  servientes  ”,  surrounding  the  intials  of  her  name,  not 
only  are  especially  appropriate  to  her,  but  form  a  motto  emblematical  of  the  lives 
of  her  ancestors,  all  of  whom  it  may  truthfully  be  said  were  men  “  Not  slothful 
in  business  :  fervent  in  spirit  :  serving  the  Lord  She  has  been  a  most  devoted 
aunt  to  her  nephews  and  nieces,  and  though  suffering  much  since  her  parents’ 
decease,  in  bodily  pain  and  weakness,  lives  a  most  unselfish  life  in  doing  all  she  can 
for  others.  During  the  World  War  she  rendered  valuable  service  as  a  V.A.D.  at 
the  Lambeth  Auxiliary  Hospital  at  Dulwich. 

(2)  Marguerite  Ellen,  the  youngest  child  born  to  William  and  Charlotte  Eliza¬ 

beth  Higgs,  was  born  at  the  time  of  the  Jubilee  of  Oueen  Victoria,  16  June, 
1887.  She  married  William  Luther  Cook,  the  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Joshua  James 
Cook  of  Lambeth  (who  was  one  of  the  deacons  of  the  Metropolitan  Tabernacle 
Church,  and  a  descendant  of  the  Cooks  of  Halstead  in  the  county  of  Essex, 
in  which  place  the  Spurgeon  family  was  settled  for  many  generations),  by 
Elizabeth  Potier,  his  wife,  of  French  Huguenot  stock.  The  marriage  took  place 
4  December,  1913,  at  Christ  Church,  Westminster  Bridge  Road,  London,  and  has 
been  blessed  with  a  family  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Cyril  Martin  Cook,  born  11  January,  1915. 

•  2.  William  Bernard  Cook,  born  17  November,  1916. 

3.  John  Charlton  Cook,  born  5  November,  1920. 

(1)  Marguerite  Joyce  Cook,  born  6  September,  1918. 
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CHAPTER  XI 


George  Higgs  of  Streatham 

I  he  fourth  son  of  (  alicb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  his  wife,  was  George  Higgs, 
ol  (  hristchurch  Road,  Streatham  Hill,  London.  He  was  born  at  Ferry  Street, 
Lambeth,  on  8  November,  1826,  during  the  reign  of  King  George  IV.  He  was 
educated  at  a  private  school  near  Lambeth  Walk,  and  took  his  share  with  his  brothers 

in  connection  with  the  early  days  of  the  Dairy  Supply 
business.  He  was  articled  to  his  father's  kinsmen  Messrs. 
(  orderov,  the  well-known  quantity  surveyors,  then  of 
High  Street,  Marylebone,  for  six  years,  and  having  made 
splendid  progress  in  that  profession,  he  entered  the 
Government  service  in  the  Admiralty,  being  in  the 
Director  of  Works'  Department,  remaining  there  all  bis 
business  life  until  he  retired  in  1891,  after  an  efficient 
and  faithful  service  of  forty-five  years.  He  reached  the 
position  of  Chief  Surveyor  of  Accounts,  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  duties  of  which  office  was  the  preparation  of  estimates 
to  be  submitted  to  Parliament  for  works  required  to  be 
done  at  various  naval  establishments  throughout  the 
Lmpire,  and  the  examination  of  the  accounts  for  pay¬ 
ment  in  connection  therewith. 

1  n  the  course  of  his  official  career  George  Higgs  became 
associated  with  many  notable  naval  men,  and  in  looking 
over  his  papers  after  his  decease,  his  son  Frederick 
Higgs  came  across  a  letter  of  thanks  for  some  services  he  had  rendered,  written  by  the 
beloved  but  unfortunate  Admiral  Tkyon,  who  went  down  in  the  terrible  disaster 
when  the  Camperdown  ”  rammed  the  llagship  “Victoria”  during  the  mameuvres  in 
the  Mediterranean.  Upon  his  retirement  from  the  Government  service  George  Higgs 
devoted  his  leisure  to  philanthropic  and  religious  work.  He  was  trustee  for  many  of 
his  relatives,  young  and  old,  and  his  chief  interest  was  to  serve  others  and  make  them 
happy  as  he  himself  was.  All  his  younger  relatives  and  friends  adored  him,  looking 
to  him  for  consolation  in  their  sorrows  and  felicitation  in  their  joys.  His  heart  and  mind 
remained  young,  clear  and  receptive  right  up  to  the  last,  and  the  interest  he  took  in 
current  topics  and  events  was  marvellous.  W  ith  his  eyes  ever  on  the  future  there  was 
no  room  for  pessimism  in  his  composition. 

George  Higgs  was  not,  however,  without  his  sorrows,  as  in  his  early  married  life — 
1862- — he  lost  two  little  sons  within  a  few  days  of  each  other  by  fever,  and  years  later — 
I9()3 — the  death  of  his  youngest  son  with  tragic  suddenness,  a  blow  which  undermined 
the  health  of  his  much  beloved  wife,  who  died  in  1905. 

It  was  in  1853,  on  12  July,  that  George  Higgs  married  Ann  Smith  Corderov,  the 
third  daughter  of  George  Corderov,  Fsq.,  ol  Ickenham  Hall,  Uxbridge,  in  the  county 


me  impaucd  Arms  ok 
CilOKOK  IlldOS  ok  Stkkatham, 
Co  Sckki'Y,  with  rm.  Arms 

AS  VSKI)  BY  THli 

(  ori)kkoy  Family  ok 
Tiia  rcitAM,  Co.  Hick ks. 


* 


Inline  hiu:  tiitori  aiH  >yoj  n  *<!j  ni  i 

i  i  •  '  ■  ■  • 

It  t.»ui  li)  Juil;  ylui,  -i  u<>  ,U  J  “  ** 


GEORGE  HIGGS  OE  STREATHAM 


183 


of  Middlesex,  by  Ann  Smith,  his  wife.  She  was  his  second  cousin,  George  Cordero y 
of  Ickenham  Hall  being  the  eldest  son  of  George  C  orderoy  and  Mary  Downing  (nee 
Newberry)  his  wife,  of  Lambeth,  and  descendant  of  the  old  ihatcham  family. 

They  first  made  their  home  at  Loughborough  Park,  Brixton,  and  joined  the  Baptist 
Church,  worshipping  at  Denmark  Place  Chapel  in  Camberwell,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Steane 
being  then  minister,  followed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stanford.  For  over  thirty  years  George 


His  signature  when  over  90  years  of  age. 

(iKOrou  I  lines,  1826-1924,  01-  Streatham,  Co.  Surrey. 

Chief  Surveyor  of  Accounts  to  the  Admiralty  during  the  Reign 

of  Queen  Victoria, 

AND 


Ann  Smith,  daughter  of  George  Corderoy,  Lsq.,  of  Ickenham  Hall, 
Uxbridge,  Co.  Middlesex,  and  wife  of  George  Higgs 
of  Streatham,  Co.  Surrey. 


Higgs  filled  the  office  of  a  deacon  of  that  church.  Upon  removing  to  Streatham  Hill 
he  transferred  his  membership  to  the  Roupell  Park  Wesleyan  Church,  in  connection 
with  which  he  was  one  of  the  most  regular  attendants  and  one  of  its  oldest  members, 
covering  a  period  of  forty  years.  His  activities  there,  owing  naturally  to  his  advani  ing 
years,  were  not  so  prominent  as  at  Camberwell,  but  he  was  a  class  leadei,  tieasuiei  of 
the  Sunday  school,  and  an  earnest  friend  and  supporter  of  all  the  work  of  the  chinch.  .  A 
short  and  happily  almost  painless  illness  brought  about  the  end  of  a  life  ol  consociation 
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to  his  Lord  and  Saviour,  devotion  to  his  duty,  tenderness  and  compassion  for  the  friend¬ 
less  and  sick,  endeared  him  to  all,  and  a  big  gap  has  been  left  in  many  circles  since  George 
Higgs  passed  away. 

1  he  memory  of  his  gracious  and  saintly  personality  will  remain  fragrant,  and  an 
inspiration  and  stimulus  to  all  whose  privilege  it  was  to  know  him.  He  truly  “  walked 
with  God  and  was  not  for  God  took  him  ”  on  8  April,  1925,  exactly  ninety-eight  years 
and  five  months  old,  and  having  lived  under  jive  British  sovereigns. 

The  following  family  were  born  to  George  and  Ann  Smith  Higgs  : 

1.  GEORGE  CORDEROY  HIGGS,  born  26  March,  185b;  he  died  of  fever  10 

October,  1862. 

2.  FREDERICK  HIGGS  of  Streatham  Hill,  London  ,  was  born  20  January,  1858.  After 

leaving  school  and  serving  his  apprenticeship  to  the  building  trade  with  bis  uncle 
William  Higgs  (the  founder  of  the  firm  of  Higgs  A  Hill,  Ltd.),  he  started  in  business 
on  his  own  at  Station  Works,  Hinton  Road,  Herne  Hill,  London,  in  1880.  After 
a  few  years  he  was  joined  by  his  uncle  William’s  youngest  son,  Henry  Frederick 
Higgs.  1  his  partnership  was  continued  until  1914,  when  the  younger  partner 
retired  and  the  business  was  then  formed  into  a  limited  company,  in  which 
company  Frederick  Higgs  took  an  active  interest  up  to  within  three  weeks  of 
his  death.  Frederick  Higgs  was  one  with  an  inborn  love  of  country  life,  and  for 
some  years  before  his  decease  owned  a  rural  property  at  Forest  Green,  in  the  county 
of  Surrey.  He  was  a  keen  antiquarian  and  genealogist,  and  spent  many  years  of  his 
life  in  research  work  ;  he  was  typically  a  Berkshire  man  ;  a  man  of  high  integrity 
and  purpose,  and  his  kindliness  of  heart  and  generosity  endeared  him  to  many. 
It  is  to  his  memory  that  this  book  is  dedicated,  for  it  was  his  set  purpose  to  publish 
it  had  he  lived,  and  he  gave  much  time  and  money  with  this  end  in  view.  He 
revered  the  splendid  yeoman  stock  from  whom  he  had  sprung,  and  recognized  that 
his  forefathers  had  set  a  wonderful  example  in  their  lives.  It  was  therefore  his 
hope  that  this  family  history  might  serve  not  only  as  a  record  of  the  lives  of  the 
worthy  men  who  each  has  contributed  his  part  in  the  making  of  this  history,  but 
that  the  printed  record  might  be  a  help  to  future  generations  to  follow  in  their  steps. 

Frederick  Higgs  was  a  scholar  of  the  City  of  London  School,  where  lie  had  a 
good  record,  and  remained  till  the  end  of  his  life  a  member  of  the  John  Carpenter 
Club.  He  was  President  of  the  London  Master  Builders’  Association  in  1905, 
President  of  the  Builders’  Benevolent  Institution  in  1907,  and  in  1910  was  elected 
to  the  Presidency  of  the  Institute  of  Builders.  For  many  years  he  generously  gave 
his  services  as  examiner  ;  lie  was  nominated  by  the  Institute  of  Builders  for  the  City 
and  Guilds  of  London  Institute,  and  latterly,  though  handicapped  by  ill  health, 
acted  as  an  Institute  of  Builders’  examiner  in  the  chief  subject  of  their  Associate 
examination.  He  became  President  of  tin:  National  Federation  of  Building  Trade 
Employers  in  1914. 

During  the  World  War  he  rendered  service  as  a  Special  Constable ;  as  a  member 
oj  the  London  Regiment  of  Volunteers  formed  for  Home  Defence  ;  and  as  a 
member  of  the  City  of  London  Motor  Volunteer  Corps  in  connection  with  which, 
for  two  years,  drove  his  own  car  every  week  from  midnight  until  b  a.m.,  conveying 
service  men  arriving  at  the  Northern  Railway  Termini  across  London  to  Victoria 
Station  on  returning  to  foreign  duty,  and  during  those  two  years  it  was  reckoned 
he  covered  no  less  than  5000  miles. 

For  over  thirty  years  Mr.  Frederick  Higgs  was  a  member  of  the  Upper 
Norwood  Athenaeum  Society,  a  local  club  formed  for  arousing  enthusiasm  in  anti¬ 
quarian  subjects,  and  during  the  earlier  days  of  his  membership  conducted  many 
interesting  rambles.  He  became  Chairman  of  this  long-ago  established  society  in 
1908,  and  was  always  one  of  its  most  popular  members.  After  some  months  of 
suffering  Frederick  Higgs  passed  away  13  August,  1928.  A  beautiful  memorial 
tablet  in  English  oak  has  been  erected  in  Forest  Green  Chapel,  Surrey,  by  his 
sisters  and  brother-in-law,  C.  O.  Aldous,  to  his  memory,  and  to  that  of  his  saintly 
father,  and  an  illustration  of  this  is  given  on  page  iSb. 

3.  ALFRF2D  CORDEROY  HIGGS  was  the  third  son  of  George  and  Ann  Smith 

Higgs  of  Streatham  Hill.  Fie  was  born  2  July,  i8bo,  but  died  of  fever  two  years 
later  on  14  October,  i8bz. 
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4.  EDWARD  CORDEROY  HIGGS,  fourth  son  of  George  and  Ann  Smith  Higgs,  was 
born  11  June,  1872.  Though  suffering  from  spinal  tuberculosis  he  was  a  wonderful 
example  of  the  triumph  of  mind  over  matter,  and  was  a  very  gifted  amateur  artist 
with  pencil  and  brush.  He  lived  till  the  age  of  thirty,  and  carried  on  a  small 
building  business  at  Cobham  in  Surrey,  which  after  his  death,  2  March,  1903, 
became  a  branch  of  Messrs.  E.  &.  H.  E.  Higgs. 

(1)  Annie,  the  eldest  daughter  of  George  and  Ann  Smith  Higgs;  she  was  born  19 

May,  1854,  and  has  never  married.  She  now  (1930)  resides  at  Beckenham,  Co. 
Kent,  with  her  sister  Harriet. 

(2)  Mary  Cordekoy,  the  second  daughter  of  George  and  Ann  Smith  Higgs,  was  born 

17  May,  1863.  She  married,  21  August,  1889,  Charles  Octavius  Ai.dous 
(son  of  Mr.  James  Ai.dous,  of  Berwick  Street,  London,  W.),  a  tea  merchant  -(he 
was  born  8  March,  1857) — by  whom  she  had  the  following  family  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  : 

1.  Basil  Charles  Aldous,  born  31  March,  1891.  He  saw  active  service  in  the  World 

War,  and  held  a  commission  in  the  Royal  Engineers  (503rd  Eield  Co.,  B.E.F.). 
He  married  18  December,  1917,  Vera  Florence  Barrett,  daughter  of  Mr. 
E.  Barrett,  of  Upper  Norwood,  Co.  Surrey,  by  whom  he  has  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Vera  Joyce  Aldous,  born  19  May,  1919. 

(2)  Eileen,  born  16  February,  1922. 

2.  George  James  Ai.dous,  born  19  January,  1894.  During  the  World  War  he  held 

a  commission  as  Captain  in  the  98th  Brigade  (Artillery)  and  won  the  Military 
Cross.  Died  23  April,  1929. 

(1)  Alice  Mary  (Aldous),  born  7  April,  1899.  She  married  3  July,  1920,  at 
Christ  Church,  Gipsy  Hill,  Norwood,  Alfred  Henry  Sidney  Lane,  then  of 
Oueen's  Avenue,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester,  son  of  Mr.  Alfred  Lee  Core  Lane 
of  Croydon,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  by  Emma  Orlaina  Williams  his  wife,  and 
grandson  of  Capt.  John  William  Lane,  a  master  mariner,  who  had  his  home 
at  Kotherhithe,  Co.  Kent.  Alfred  H.  S.  Lane  was  born  7  March,  1891,  and 
educated  at  the  Whitgift  Grammar  School,  Croydon,  and  the  Royal  Technical 
College  at  Glasgow,  and  then  served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  well-known  firm 
of  Yarrow  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Glasgow.  During  the  World  War  he  served  as  an 
Engineer  Officer  in  the  Mercantile  Marine  from  1914  to  1916,  and  then  as 
Temporary-Engineer  Officer  in  H.M.  Navy  until  demobilization  in  1919,  with 
the  rank  of  Engineer-Lieutenant  R.N,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
surveyor  to  Lloyd’s  Register  of  Shipping.  Alfred  H.  S.  and  Alice  Mary 
Lane  have  one  son  and  one  daughter: 

1.  Alfred  George,  born  30  November,  1929. 

(1)  Audrey  Mary,  born  16  April,  1925. 

Mary  Cordekoy  Ai.dous  died  30  August,  1926.  Her  two  sons  succeeded  her 
brother,  Frederick  Higgs,  and  cousin,  Henry  Frederick  Higgs,  in  their  business, 
which  had  been  turned  into  a  company  under  the  name  of  F.  &  H.  F.  Higgs,  Ltd. 

(3)  Harriet  Cordekoy,  the  third  daughter  of  George  and  Ann  Smith  Higgs,  was  born 

30  September,  1869.  She  has  never  married,  and  lives  with  her  sister  Annie  at 
Beckenham,  in  the  county  of  Kent. 

Such  is  the  record  of  the  family  and  descendants  of  George  and  Ann  Smith  Higgs 
of  Streatham  Hill,  London,  the  deceased  members  of  which  are  interred  in  the  family 
grave  in  Norwood  Cemetery. 
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CHAPTER  XII 

James  Higgs  of  Streatham 

James  Higgs  of  Streatham  Hill,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  was  the  fifth  son  of  Caleb 
Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  his  wife,  of  Lambeth,  Surrey,  and  later  of  Mitcham  in  that 
county.  He  was  born  20  July,  1829.  After  leaving  school  he  was  put  to  learn  cheese- 
mongering  and  butter-making  as  a  branch  of  his  father’s  dairy  supply  business  ;  later 
he  went  to  Cheam  to  assist  his  eldest  brother  in  his  farm  there,  and  then  subsequently 


Jam ics  Higgs  of  “  Highbridge  ”,  Palace  Road,  Streatham  Hill, 
Co.  Surrey,  1829-about  1900. 

I'rom  an  early  portrait  by  II.  Bishop,  photographer , 

29,  Kennington  Park  Road,  London. 


carried  on  a  dairy  farm  of  his  own  at  Merton  Road,  Wandsworth,  and  resided  at  New 
Street,  Kennington  Park  Road,  for  many  years.  He  married,  in  1851,  Sarah  Ann, 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Limbrev  of  bring,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  by  whom  he  had  one 
son  and  live  daughters.  Later  in  life  he  retired  to  a  residence  on  Biixton  Hill,  where  he 
lived  until  his  decease.  He  died  suddenly  about  1900  of  heart  disease  and  was  interned 
in  Norwood  Cemetery. 

The  family  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann  Higgs  are  as  follows  : 


1.  JOHN  LIMBREY  HIGGS,  only  son,  born  2  July,  1864.  He  was  trained  for  the 
law,  and  for  some  time  practised  as  a  solicitor.  In  1887  he  married  I’Lorenle 
Alice,  daughter  of  Mr.  James  Martin,  of  Palace  Road,  1  ulse  Hill  Paik,  London, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 
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i.  SYDNEY  LIMBREY  HIGGS,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.(Camb.),  1919,  F.R.C.S. (Eng.), 
1922,  M.D.,  1917,  L.R  C.P.(LoncL),  1917  (Cambridge  and  St.  Bartholomew’s), 
of  1  r,  Chester  Place,  Regent’s  Park,  London,  was  born  12  September,  1892. 
Studying  medicine  and  surgery,  on  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War  he  served  as 
Surgeon- Lieut,  in  H.M.S.  "Curlew”  (then  about  twenty-two  years  of  age). 
Since  the  war  he  lias  been  Surgeon  at  the  Royal  National  Orthopiedic  Hospital 
and  Assistant  Surgeon,  Orthopaedic  Department,  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital, 
London,  where  he  was  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  to  the  Medical  School, 
Surgeon  at  several  other  hospitals  anti  Surgeon,  R.N.  He  married  Betty, 
daughter  of  the  late  George  Alfred  Chunk  Fletcher,  M.D.,  by  whom  he 
has  a  daughter,  Jennifer  Limbrey,  born  23  September,  1930. 

(1)  L01  riE  Limbrey,  born  3  July,  1890.  During  the  World  War  she  rendered  valuable 
service  as  a  masseuse  at  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  London.  She  married 
D.  Cameron,  Esq.,  M.D.,  who  has  a  practice  at  Cranleigh,  in  the  county  of 
Surrey  (about  live  miles  from  horest  Green).  They  have  the  following  children  : 
1.  Donald  Camf;ron,  born  1930. 

(1)  Anne,  born  1923. 

(2)  Diana,  born  1926. 

(1)  Sarah,  the  eldest  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann  Higgs,  was  born  11  October, 

1852.  She  married  Dr.  Sydney  Lloyd  Smith  (son  of  Mr.  W.  F.  Smith)  of  Argyll 
Square,  King's  Cross,  London,  in  which  locality  he  had  his  practice,  and  by  him 
had  three  sons,  two  of  whom  died  young.  She  died  in  191(1,  leaving  the  one 
surviving  son,  Cecil  Lloyd  Smith. 

(2)  Caroline,  the  second  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann  Higgs,  was  born  24  May, 

185b.  She  died  unmarried  in  1908. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  the  third  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann  Higgs,  was  born  6  October, 

1857.  In  188b  she  married  Reginald,  son  of  Mr.  John  Wiskard,  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  linn  of  Appleton  A  Co.,  tea  and  produce  merchants,  and  by  him 
has  three  daughters,  Gladys,  Joyce  and  Claire.  Gladys  became  the  wife  of 
a  coal  merchant  named  Lebon  ;  Joyce  (Wiskard)  married,  in  1916,  Cecil  E. 
Curtis,  third  son  of  C.  Harry  Curtis  of  Blandford  by  Alice  Mary,  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  Hopson  of  Newbury,  (hi.  Berks,  by  his  first  wife,  a  daughter 
of  Mr.  W.  C.  Lay  ol  Brook  Street,  Newbury.  This  was  the  same  John  Hopson 
who  married  secondly  Maria,  daughter  of  Mr.  Joshua  Higgs  of  Davis  Street, 
Berkeley  Square,  London,  and  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks. 

1  he  Hopson  family  had  been  long  connected  with  Newbury,  and  one  Joseph 
Hopson  was  Mayor  of  that  town  in  1882.  John  Hopson  was  a  grandson  of  the 
John  Hopson  who  witnessed  the  will  of  James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash  in  17O3,  the 
great-grandfather  of  Joshua  Higgs  and  of  Caleb  Higgs,  the  grandfather  of 
Elizabeth,  who  became  the  wife  of  Reginald  Wiskard.  The  crest  as  used 
by  this  family  of  Hopson  was  "  A  stag  lodged  ppr.”  Joshua  Higgs’s  second  wife 
was  one  Carrie  Hopson,  a  member  of  this  family. 

Mr.  John  Hopson,  the  grandfather  of  Cecil  F.  Curtis,  was  born  in  Newbury 
in  1823.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  the  respon¬ 
sibility  ol  caring  for  his  widowed  mother  and  ten  younger  brothers  and  sisters  fell 
upon  his  shoulders.  He  succeeded  to  his  father’s  business  as  a  building  contractor 
in  Newbury  and  became  the  leading  builder  in  that  town.  He  was  a  strong  non¬ 
conformist,  and  for  over  fifty-live  years  was  connected  with  the  Congregational 
(Independent)  Chapel,  and  at  the  time  ol  his  decease  at  the  age  of  eighty-tliree 
in  1907  he  was  the  oldest  member  of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  retired  from 
business  life  in  1883.  Cecil  F.  Curtis  is  one  of  the  linn  of  Tantz  A  Co.,  West 
London  Tailors. 

(4)  Rosa  was  the  fourth  (laughter  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann  Higgs.  She  was  born 

29  May,  1859,  died  unmarried  in  February,  1890. 

(5)  Jessie  Mary  was  their  youngest  daughter.  She  married,  1  September,  1898,  Henry 

Hanks  Williams,  a  solicitor,  the  second  son  of  Mr.  Henry  Wii  i  iams  of  Horsham 
in  the  county  of  Surrey,  by  whom  she  has  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Rex  Williams. 

(1)  Gwendoline. 

(2)  Joan. 
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CHAPTER  XIII 

John  Higgs,  Yeoman  of  Orpington 

John  Higgs  of  Orpington,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  was  the  youngest  and  sixth  son 
of  Caleb  Higgs,  of  Furzedown  Farm,  Mitcham  Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Streatham,  Co. 
Surrey— formerly  of  Lambeth,  London,  and  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham, 
Co.  Berks. 

He  was  born  30  November,  1830,  and  after  leaving  school  he  turned  his  attention 
to  dairy  farming  for  a  while,  but  later  branched  out  with  the  able  assistance  of  his  son 


Crofton  Pound  Farm,  Orpington,  Kent,  the  Home  of  John  Higgs 

and  Family. 


John  May  Higgs  into  fruit  farming  upon  a  large  scale,  and  the  name  of  “  John  Higgs 

A  Son  ”  became  widely  known  as  one  of  the  largest  fruit-growing  firms  in  Kent, 

annually  picking  many  acres  of  strawberries  besides  other  fruit  for  Covent  Garden 
Market,  London. 

John  Higgs  was  about  thirty-five  years  of  age  when  he  took  Crofton  Farm  in  the 
parish  of  Orpington.  At  lirst  his  family  continued  to  reside  at  Newington,  where  John 
Higgs  first  lived  and  carried  on  business  as  a  dairy  farmer,  only  spending  the  summer 
months  at  Crofton,  but  later  Crofton  Farm  became  the  home  of  the  family. 

The  farm  was  a  portion  of  the  ancient  Manor  of  Crofton,  which  formed  part  of  the 

possessions  of  Oi>o,  Bishop  of  Baieux.  In  the  reign  of  Edward  1  this  manor  had 

become  the  inheritance  of  Ralph  de  Wibourn,  from  which  ownership  it  went  about  the 
reign  of  Edward  III  to  Sir  Robert  Belknap.  On  the  death  of  his  descendant  Sir 
Edward  Belknap,  who  died  without  issue  (12  Henry  VIII)  this  estate  became  the 


■  ' <  ■  ■  *  •  - .  I 


JOHN  HIGGS,  YEOMAN  OF  ORPINGTON 


191 

property  of  Sir  William  Shelley,  the  husband  of  Sir  Edward’s  sister  Alice,  who  sold 
the  manor  to  Sir  Robert  Read,  Chief  Justice  of  the  King’s  Bench,  and  he  conveyed  it  to 
the  Hospital  of  the  Savoy,  London.  At  the  suppression  of  this  hospital  (7  Edward  VI), 
the  King  gave  part  of  its  estates,  including  Crofton  Manor,  to  the  citizens  of  London 
towards  maintaining  his  house  of  Bridewell  and  the  Hospital  of  St.  Thomas  ;  and  on  a 
division  of  the  gift  this  estate  was  allotted  to  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  London,  with  the 
trustees  of  which  the  inheritance  still  remains,  it  will  be  remembered  that  William,  the 


John  Higgs,  Yeoman  ok  Orpington,  Co.  Kent,  1830-1905 
(sixth  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  ius  wife) 

brother  of  John  Higgs,  of  Crofton  Farm,  Orpington,  was  a  Life  Governor  of  St.  Thomas’s 
Hospital.  Such  is  the  interesting  history  of  the  Manor  of  Crofton,  and  the  property 
which  was  the  home  of  John  Higgs  and  his  family  for  so  many  years. 

John  Higgs  took  a  very  keen  interest  in  local  public  affairs,  and  in  1880,  when  the 
first  school  board  for  Orpington  was  formed,  he  ran  for  election  and  headed  the  poll 
with  474  votes,  t he  then  Vicar  of  the  parish  coming  next  with  386.  He  was  the  first 
Chairman  of  that  Board,  and  retained  that  position  until  1886,  when  a  change  took 
place  in  the  constitution  of  the  Board.  John  Higgs  was  also  for  many  years  a  member 
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of  the  old  Parochial  Committee,  and  one  of  the  members  of  the  first  Parish  Council 
created  under  the  Act  of  1894,  at  Orpington.  For  about  eleven  years  he  was  a  member 
of  the  I >1  omley  Union  Hoard  of  Guardians  and  the  Rural  District  Council,  being  elected 
Chairman  of  the  latter  body  in  1903,  again  in  1904,  and  for  a  third  time  in  1905,  the 
year  of  his  decease.  In  politics  John  Higgs  was  a  Liberal  of  the  John  Bright  school  of 
thought,  and  occupied  the  position  of  Chairman  of  the  local  Liberal  Association  for  several 
years.  He  was  a  “  passive  resister  ”.  He  worshipped  at  the  Orpington  Baptist  Church, 
and  on  the  Sunday  following  his  decease  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Y.  Learn  said  :  “  Mr.  Higgs 
one  we  could  ill  spare  ;  a  man  of  many  parts,  and  one  who  had  served  his  generation 
with  unspotted  integrity  and  inspiring  devotion  ;  a  man  whose  wisdom  and  love  of  fair  play 
inspired  friends  and  opponents  alike  with  confidence  and  respect  At  the  Rural  District 
(  ouncil  a  striking  tribute  to  the  character  of  John  Higgs  was  paid  by  Sir  Henry 
Leonard,  J.P.,  C.C.,  in  the  following  words  : 

I  have  heard  this  morning  of  the  death  of  our  Chairman,  Mr.  Higgs,  and  I  must 
say  of  our  old  and  beloved  friend,  and  I  am  sure  that  you  will  all  agree  with  me,  that  our 
loss— as  well  as  that  of  Mr.  Higgs’s  family — is  indeed  a  great  one.  Personally  I  have 
known  Mr.  Higgs  ever  since  I  came  on  this  Council,  and  I  would  say  that  he  has  acted 
towards  me  more  as  a  father  than  as  a  member  merely  of  this  Council.  Mr.  Higgs,  both 
on  this  Council  and  at  the  Board  of  Guardians,  was  respected  everywhere.  If  there  has 
at  any  time  been  any  trouble  everybody  has  listened  with  respect  when  Mr.  Higgs  has 
spoken,  for  he  was  always  the  one  to  pour  oil  on  the  troubled  waters.” 

Such  was  the  character  of  the  youngest  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  his 
wife!  It  is  now  many  years  since  the  writer,  as  a  boy,  visited  Crofton  Farm  with  his 
patents,  but  he  vividly  recalls  walking  across  the  strawberry  fields  and  meeting  this 
Gieat-uncle  John  as  he  stood  in  the  corner  of  a  field  with  his  dog,  walking-stick  in 
hand,  dressed  in  knee  breeches,  leather  gaiters,  well-fitting  waistcoat  and  jacket,  and 
with  his  old-fashioned  high  brown  felt  hat.  A  typical  descendant  of  the  splendid  yeoman 
stock  from  which  he  had  sprung,  yet  with  a  presence  which  fitted  a  country  squire  and 
a  man  of  marked  refinement,  with  a  countenance  which  clearly  reflected  a  heart  and  a 
soul  brimming  over  with  kindness  and  good  nature,  and  one  felt  at  once  drawn  to  such 
a  man.  He  died  5  December,  1905,  and  was  interred  at  Norwood  Cemetery. 

In  1866  John  Higgs  married  Anne  (born  8  September,  1842),  daughter  of  Mr.  John 
May  of  Greys  Farm,  St.  Paul’s  Cray,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  by  his  second  wife.  The 
May  family  had  long  been  seated  in  the  county,  and  were  well  known  and  respected  in 
agricultural  circles.  Mr.  John  May  was  a  strong  Nonconformist  of  the  Baptist  persuasion, 
and  it  so  happened  that  in  the  month  of  October,  1812,  a  Mr.  W.  H.  Colyer  of  Farning- 
ham,  Kent,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Fynslord  Baptist  Church,  came  to  live  at  boot’s 
(  ray,  not  far  from  the  May’s  farm,  and  he  licensed  his  house  for  Divine  Worship  by 
Protestant  Dissenters.  1  he  little  company  gathering  there  soon  became  too  large,  and 
so  the  “  Finishing  Room  ”  of  the  Foot’s  Cray  Paper  Mill  was  placed  at  their  disposal  by 
the  then  occupier,  Mr.  Staines.  In  1834-5  a  still  larger  place  was  needed,  and  Mr.  John 
May  of  Grey’s  Farm  became  one  of  the  chief  movers  in  the  matter  of  the  erection  of  a 
chapel  for  public  worship.  He  gave  the  land,  and  was  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  cost 
of  its  erection.  The  chapel  was  opened  24  August,  1836,  and  the  father  of  Anne, 
wife  of  John  Higgs,  became  one  of  the  first  deacons  of  the  church.  John  May  died 
9  April,  1865.  It  will  be  remembered  that  John  Higgs’s  sister  Rebecca  married 
I HOMAS  May,  who  was  son  of  Mr.  John  May,  and  who  likewise  became  a  deacon  of  this 
Baptist  Church  at  Foot’s  Cray  in  December,  1859.  In  1933  Grey’s  Farm  is  in  the 
tenancy  of  (  iiarlie  Higgs  together  with  the  Crofton  Pound  property. 

By  Anne  May,  his  wife,  John  Higgs  had  a  large  family  of  two  sons  and  eleven 
daughters  : 
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1.  John  May  Higgs,  horn  6  March,  1869  (of  whom  later). 

2  Alfred  Caleb  Higgs,  born  in  January,  1877,  and  died  in  infancy  16  April  1878 

(1)  Annie,  the  eldest  daughter,  born  29  October,.  1866.  "  ’  ' 

(2)  Ada  Mary  born  15  December,  1867.  She  married,  11  February,  1891,  Albert 

Vinson,  Esq.,  J.P  of  the  Parsonage  Farm,  Belvedere,  Kent,  the  third  son  of 
\\  illiam  V  INSON  of  Orpington,  of  a  farming  family.  The  name  is  by  no  means  a 
common  one,  and  it  may  be  that  the  Vinsons  of  Kent  are  one  and  the  same  family 
as  those  settled  in  and  around  Newbury,  Berkshire,  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
Ol  tins  marriage  there  were  two  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  Albert  Higgs  Vinson,  born  9  January,  1897.  During  the  World  War  he  became 

a  captain  in  the  Royal  Flying  Corps  and  gained  distinction  in  flying  over  the 
Gentian  lines  in  France.  He  was  killed  whilst  flying  at  Yatesburg  in  the 
county  of  Wilts  on  2 2  March,  1918,  and  was  buried  in  Frith  Cemetery.  He 
left  a  widow,  who  was  Nora,  daughter  of  Mr.  Williams  of  Mill  Hill  School 

2.  Harold  Vinson,  born  14  May,  1902.  Married  21  November,  1929,  his  cousin 

Gladys,  daughter  of  Harry  Vinson  of  Hurst  Farm,  Bexley,  the  youngest  son 
of  William  Vinson  of  Orpington. 

Lucy  \  inson,  born  5  January,  1892.  She  married  Marchant  Cyril  Holliday,  son 
of  Mr.  1  iiomas  Holliday  of  Croydon,  Co.  Surrey,  in  1921,  and  by  him  has  a  son  : 
1.  Michael  Marchant  Vinson  Holliday,  born  14  May,  1922. 

Susie  Vinson,  born  25  November,  1893.  She  married  John  Ballantyne  McNair, 
son  of  John  McNair  of  Lloyd’s,  London,  17  January,  1918,  and  by  him  has 
1.  John  Duncan  McNair,  bom  18  December,  1922. 

(1)  Christine  McNair,  born  22  January,  1919. 

(2)  Mary  McNair,  born  21  December,  1924. 

(3)  Sheila  Lennox  McNair,  bom  28  July,  1928. 

(3)  ^1)A  C  inson,  born  16  June,  1898.  She  married  Walter  Hewitt  Jones,  M.R.C.S., 

L.R.C.P.,  son  of  1  iiomas  Hynd  Jones,  28  February,  1920,  and  has  by  him  two 
sons  : 


(1) 


(2) 


1.  D.wid  Anthony  Hewitt  Jones,  born  27  January,  1926. 

2.  1  imoi h\  Robin  Vinson  Hewitt  Jones,  born  21  December,  1927. 

(4)  Kathleen  Mary  Vinson,  born  30  April,  1908.  She  married,  4  September, 
1929,  (  ecil  Stretton  Gerrish,  son  of  lilt  nest  Stretton  Gekkish  (Solicitor) ] 
by  whom  she  has  a  daughter,  if  rigid  Mary  (Gerrish),  born  29  March,  1952 

(3)  Susanna,  the  third  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Higgs  of  Crofton  Farm,  Orpington 

was  born  6  April,  1870. 

(4)  Sarah  Nash,  the  fourth  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Higgs,  was  born  13  May,  1871. 

(5)  Fallen,  the  fifth  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Higgs,  was  born  17  June,  1872,  and 

married  1  September,  1899,  FZrnest  Walter  Biggs,  son  of  James  Biggs  of  Orping¬ 
ton,  Co.  Kent,  and  by  him  has  a  son  : 

1.  Percy  John  Biggs,  born  9  June,  1903.  Married  9  July,  1930,  Frances  M. 
Wilkins  of  Worthing,  by  whom  he  has  a  son,  Kenneth  John  Biggs  born 
3  May,  1932. 

(6)  Lucy,  the  sixth  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Higgs,  was  born  22  June,  1873. 

(7)  Edith,  the  seventh  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Higgs,  was  born  24  December  1874. 

(8)  Emily,  born  February,  1876,  died  17  July,  1877. 

(9)  Catherine,  the  ninth  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Higgs,  of  Crofton  F'arm,  Orping¬ 

ton,  was  born  27  May,  1878.  She  became  the  wife  of  Caleb  Walter  Higgs,  of 
Scads  Hill  House,  Orpington,  Co.  Kent,  the  eldest  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  of  Haywards 
Heath,  Co.  Sussex  (vide  Chapter  VIII),  11  September,  1907,  at  Orpington  Baptist 
Church,  and  by  him  has  one  son  and  three  daughters: 

1.  Walter  John  Caleb  Higgs,  born  30  April,  1913. 

(1)  Annie  Margaret,  born  21  October,  1908. 

(2)  Catherine  Joan,  born  26  July,  1915. 

(3)  Mavis  Gilliar,  born  14  August,  1921.  She  died  27  November,  1931. 

Catherine,  wife  of  Caleb  Walter  Higgs,  is  a  gifted  pianist,  and  holds  both  the 

Bronze  and  Gold  Medals  of  the  Guildhall  School  of  Music,  London. 

(10)  Ethel  Marian,  the  tenth  daughter  of  John  and  Anne  Higc.s,  was  born  19  September, 
1880. 


(11)  Dora,  the  eleventh  daughter  and  youngest  child  of  John  and  Anne  Higgs  of  Crofton 
Fann,  was  born  1  October,  1882.  She  died  18  April,  1883. 
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JOHN  MAY  I1IGGS,  the  elder  and  only  surviving  son  of  John  Higgs  of  Crofton 
Farm,  Orpington,  Co.  Kent,  by  Anne  May  his  wife,  who  was  born  6  March,  1869,  was 
sent,  when  about  seven  years  of  age,  to  boarding-school  close  to  Teynham,  near  Sitting- 
bourne,  Kent.  He  subsequently  went  to  schools  at  Sevenoaks,  Herne  Bay  and  New 
Cross.  At  school  he  was  always  apparently  in  scrapes.  He  ran  home  from  one,  and  from 
anothei  lie  retiied  by  request  after  an  unfortunate  affair  of  a  pillow-light,  in  which  he 
displayed  a  greater  exuberance  of  spirits  than  was  appreciated  in  those  days  He 


John  May  lliucs,  Yeoman,  of  Fakniiouougii 
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married  about  iS<)5  Mary,  the  only  daughter  of  William  Vinson,  of  Orpington,  Co. 

Kent,  and  thus  two  of  the  staunchest  Liberal  and  Nonconformist  families  of  this  district 
became  united. 


d  he  first  year  or  two  of  married  life  John  May  and  Many  Higgs  spent  at  “  Clairville  ”, 
a  house  at  Crofton.  Here  John  May  Higgs  managed  his  father’s  farms  close  by.  Subse¬ 
quently,  whilst  still  retaining  the  management  of  the  Crofton  farms,  he  moved  to  the 
lirst  farm  of  his  own  called  Farnboro’  Hall,  where  his  widow  still  lives  (1933),  and  where 
Ins  second  son  now  farms.  This  farm  John  May  Higgs  rented  from  Sir  William  Hart 
Dyke,  Bart.,  of  Lullingstone  Bark,  but  in  later  years,  when  the  Lullingstone  Estate,  or 
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rather  the  outlying  portion  of  that  estate,  was  sold,  John  May  Higgs  purchased  the 
Farnboro’  Hall  property.  Many  changes  have  taken  place  since  then.  To-day  an 
arterial  road  runs  through  the  middle  of  this  estate,  and  much  building  has  been  done 
on  some  of  the  frontages.  John  May  Higgs  for  some  years  rented  Perry  Hall  Farm  at 
Orpington,  which  he  took  over  from  his  father-in-law,  Mr.  William  Vinson.  This, 
however,  he  relinquished  about  1907,  when  that  property  was  sold  for  building  develop¬ 
ment.  Upon  the  death  of  his  father  John  Higgs  in  1905,  John  May  Higgs  took  over 
the  Crofton  Pound  and  Croft  on  Place  farms.  About  1908  he  took  the  lease  of  Owen’s 
(  0111 1  l’aim  at  haversham,  the  present  home  ol  his  elder  son  John  Vinson  Higgs.  In 
taking  the  lease  of  this  faim  his  idea  was  to  develop  this  for  strawberry  growing  in 


J  UllN  \  IN  SON  1  IlOOS,  OR  OWiiNS  COURT,  I'AVRKSllAM. 


which  he  had  been  so  sueeesslul  upon  the  (  rolton  lari  ns,  but  this  did  not  prove  a  success 
here,  and  was  replaced  by  the  growing  of  hops  as  the  principal  crop.  However,  with  the 
advent  of  canning  strawberries,  his  son,  John  Vinson  Higgs,  has  been  enabled  to 
profitably  utilize  more  acreage  each  year  for  the  original  purpose  his  father  had  in  taking 
up  the  lease  of  the  Faversham  land.  At  the  time  of  leasing  Owen’s  Court  Farm,  John 
May  Higgs  placed  an  old  and  trusty  foreman,  W.  Leonard,  who  had  long  been  with 
his  father-in-law  W  illiam  Vinson,  in  charge,  and  usually  paid  a  weekly  visit.  He  was 
with  him  until  his  decease,  and  then  continued  with  John  Vinson  Higgs,  until  his  health 
broke  a  few  years  after  John  May  Higgs  had  passed  away. 

John  May  Higgs  was  a  most  successful  farmer  in  all  garden  crops  and  soft  fruits, 
particularly  strawberries,  in  which  he  did  a  very  big  business,  and  when  he  died,  7  March, 
1921,  in  but  his  lifty-second  year,  he  left  estate  valued  at  £61,105. 


H  thV  «HOt 


196 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


In  church  work  he  was  indefatigable,  and  the  main  instrument  in  the  erection  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Green-Street-Green,  Kent,  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  William  Vinson, 
his  father-in-law.  When  John  May  Higgs  first  interested  himself  in  the  Nonconformist 
(Baptist)  cause  at  “  The  Green  ”  (as  Green-Street-Green  was  locally  called),  services 
were  held  once  only  on  Sundays  in  a  small  “  Jin  Tabernacle  ”,  or  galvanized  iron 
building.  I  his  latter  was  used  as  a  school-room  until  a  few  years  back,  when  its  place 
was  taken  by  a  fine  block  of  brick-built  Sunday-school  buildings  which  were  erected  to 
the  memory  of  John  May  Higgs,  and  the  work  fie  dearly  loved  in  connection  with  the 
young  people  : 

In  his  public  activities,  he,  like  his  father,  was  a  most  useful  member  of  the  Bromley 
Union  Board  oj  Guardians,  and  the  Bromley  Rural  District  Council.  He  was  also  Chairman 
of  the  Farnborough  Parish  Council,  a  manager  of  the  Farnborough  Council  School,  and 
was  twice  Chairman  of  the  Farnborough  District  Nursing  Association,  having  resigned  his 
second  term  of  office  at  the  annual  meeting  held  a  month  to  the  day  before  his  death.  He  took 
a  very  deep  interest  in  the  housing  question  as  well  as  many  other  public  matters,  and  only 
a  short  time  before  his  decease  he  became  associated  with  the  executive  of  the  Kent  County 
Farmers’  Union. 

He  was  ill  only  two  days  before  he  passed  away  on  Monday  afternoon,  7  March, 
1921.  In  fact  he  had  been  out  and  about  his  business  on  the  Saturday  previous,  visiting 
a  local  motor  engineering  firm  at  Orpington  about  some  repairs  needed  in  connection 
with  a  farm  tractor.  He  contracted  a  chill  which  resulted  in  heart  failure.  His  sudden 
decease  came  as  a  shock  to  the  family  and  the  whole  district,  wherein  his  sterling  qualities, 
both  as  a  public  man  and  an  employer,  were  widely  known  and  appreciated.  Alderman 
Sir  Henry  Lennard,  J.P.,  C.C.,  as  Chairman  of  the  Bromley  Rural  District  Council, 
paid  a  tribute  to  the  memory  of  John  May  Higgs  the  morning  after  his  decease  in  the 
following  words  : 

“  1 2  have  only  heard  this  morning  of  the  death  of  our  oldest  and  most  esteemed  col¬ 
league,  Mr.  John  May  Higgs,  who  has  represented  Farnborough  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years.  1  his  sad  news  will  be  received  by  everyone  with  the  deepest  regret. 
I  worked  upon  this  Council  with  Mr.  Higgs’s  father,  and  after  the  death  of  Mr.  John 
Higgs  his  son  took  his  place  upon  this  Board.  Mr.  John  May  Higgs  has  been  one  of 
the  most  respected,  and  most  beloved,  of  our  colleagues  for  seventeen  or  eighteen  years, 
and  has  proved  himself  an  absolutely  straightforward  business  man,  who  in  his  work 
has  ever  been  ready  to  assist  every  member  of  this  Council  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 
I  am  sure  that  everyone  present  will  desire  that  a  letter  of  sympathy  and  condolence 
shall  go  from  the  Council  to  the  widow  of  Mr.  Higgs  and  his  family,  for  no  one  in 
Farnborough  was  more  highly  respected  or  beloved  as  an  absolutely  straightforward 
Englishman.” 


By  Mary  Vinson,  his  wife,  John  May  Higgs  had  two  sons  and  four  daughters  as 
follows  : 

1.  John  Vinson  Higgs,  born  25  April,  1896  (of  whom  later). 

2.  Charlie  Higgs,  born  24  April,  1900,  succeeded  his  father  at  Farnboro’  Hall,  and, 

like  his  father,  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the  church  work  at  Green-Street-Green. 
He  married  25  April,  1931,  Joyce  Alice  White,  by  whom  he  has  a  daughter, 
Madge  Sissie,  born  2  March,  1932. 

(1)  Mary  Rebecca,  the  eldest  daughter  of  John  May  Higgs  and  Mary  Vinson  his  wife, 
was  born  18  February,  1899.  She  married,  2  August,  1923,  the  Rev.  Thomas 
David  Robinson,  elder  son  of  Mr.  H.  Vincent  Robinson  of  Prestonbury,  Bromley, 
in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  by  him  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  John  Vincent  Robinson,  born  29  December,  1927. 

2.  Roy  David  Robinson,  born  26  December,  1930. 

(1)  Grace  Mary  Robinson,  bom  21  July,  1924. 

(2)  Margaret  Ellen  Robinson,  born  18  September,  1925. 
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(2)  Sissie  Annie,  the  second  daughter  of  John  May  Higgs  and  Mary  Vinson,  was  born 

11  November,  1904,  and  died  in  April,  1909. 

(3)  Mabel  Joy,  the  third  daughter,  was  born  30  July,  1909. 

(4)  Margaret  Emily,  the  youngest  child  of  John  May  Higgs  and  Mary  Vinson  his 

wife,  was  born  11  May,  1914. 


The  Church  erected  to  the  memory  of  William  Vinson,  father-in-law  of  John 
May  Higgs,  and  on  the  left  the  John  May  Higgs  Memorial  Schoolroom. 

JOHN  VINSON  HIGGS,  the  elder  son  of  John  May  Higgs  and  Mary  Vinson  his 
wife  (born  25  April,  1896),  succeeded  his  father  at  Owen’s  Court,  Eaversham,  in  the  county 
of  Kent.  He  was  educated  at  the  City  of  London  School,  and  upon  the  outbreak  of 
the  World  War  was  one  of  the  first  to  join  the  Colours.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
5th  Royal  West  Kent  Regiment,  and  soon  became  an  N.C.O.  and  a  Sergeant  in  that 
regiment,  which  was  sent  to  India.  He  later  saw  service  in  Mesopotamia  with  the 
bth  J a t  Light  Infantry  of  the  Indian  Army,  in  which  he  held  commissioned  rank,  rising 
from  2nd  Lieutenant  to  Acting-Captain,  being  granted  honorary  rank  of  Lieutenant 
upon  demobilization  at  the  conclusion  of  the  War.  In  Despatches  from  Lieut-General 
Sir  W.  R.  Marshall,  dated  7  February,  1919,  John  Vinson  Higgs  was  mentioned  for 
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“gallant  and  distinguished  services  in  the  field’’,  and  upon  the  termination  of  the  War , 
he  was  presented  with  the  Honorary  Freedom  of  the  City  of  London,  an  honour  bestowed 
upon  all  old  boys  of  the  (  ity  of  London  School  who  voluntarily  joined  H.M.  Forces  duriio J 
the  World  War. 


A  I'  OU I4-C  rICNICR  ATION  CjKOUP  TAKKN  AT  MaYKIKLI),  OrI‘1  .N’GTON,  IN'  K)2l. 

John  \  inson  Hi<;c.s,  with  his  eldest  soil,  John  Giui.ino  Hie, os.  His 
mother,  Mak v,  daughter  ot  Wii.mam  Vinson  of  Orpington,  and  widow  of 
John  Mav  Hums,  and  his  maternal  grandmother,  the  widow  of  Win jam 
Vinson. 


Whilst  John  Y inson  Higgs  was  away  lighting  for  King  and  Country,  his  father, 
with  the  wonderful  help  afforded  during  those  terrible  days  by  the  “  women  of  England  ”, 
carried  on  the  farming  operations,  and  the  following  extract  from  a  letter  sent  to  his  son 
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by  John  May  Higgs,  under  date  of  6  October,  1918,  will,  as  time  goes  on,  be  of  peculiar 
interest  as  showing  the  conditions  in  England  whilst  the  World  War  waged  : 

“  Earn  boro'  Hall,  Kent  ; 

“  6  October,  1918. 

1  am  writing  this  with  the  hope  that  it  may  reach  you  before,  or  by,  Christmas, 
so  will  commence  by  wishing  you  ‘  A  Happy  Christmas’,  if  a  dusty  or  sandy  one.  1 
think  it  should  be  a  happy  one,  for  the  news  of  the  last  few  weeks  gives  us  every  reason 
to  hope  that  we  are  beginning  to  see  signs  of  the  end  of  the  war.  We  are  filled  with  hope 
that  before  long  these  terrible  days  will  be  over  and  that  there  will  be  a  prospect  of  your 
using  the  other  half  of  your  return  ticket.  Hip,  Hip,  Hurray  !  This  is  Sunday  livening. 
Mother  and  May  have  gone  to  Chapel  and  I  am  staying  in  to  make  sure  of  getting  this 
written  ;  every  day  seems  so  full  that  it  seems  impossible  to  get  time  to  settle  down  and 
write  a  long  letter.  I  know  Mother  never  misses  writing,  but  J  am  afraid  one  or  two 
mails  have  gone  to  the  bottom,  and  we  fear  the  one  with  our  photos  taken  at  Worthing. 
I  managed  to  get  there  from  a  Saturday  till  the  Thursday  they  came  home,  and  had  an 
absolutely  lazy  time,  for  which  I  was  most  thankful  and  greatly  appreciated  it.  Had 
two  or  three  bathes  in  almost  warm  water  and  the  atmosphere  was  such  that  you  could 
come  out  of  it  without  a  shiver.  1  could  have  put  up  with  it  for  a  month  without  getting 
tired.  We  are  now  getting  up  potatoes,  or  should  be  doing  so,  but  cannot  get 

enough  women  here  to  do  it.  With  one  hundred  acres  to  be  got  up  here  and  at  Croftou 
we  have  only  about  a  dozen  women,  so  have  applied  for  twenty  or  thirty  ‘  Land  Army 
girls  ’  and  am  expecting  them  here  to-morrow.  .  .  Now  old  boy,  good-bye  once 

more  (it  doesn’t  seem  possible  and  yet  it  is  over  two  years  since  Mother  and  I  said 
‘Good-bye’  at  Crowborough  Corner).  May  our  expectations  and  hopes  soon  be  fulfilled. 

“  Your  affectionate  bather, 


Just  over  one  month  later  that  never-to-be-forgotten  Armistice  was  signed  !  What 
news  !  Not  only  to  those  at  home,  but  to  all  on  all  fronts  !  Whether  in  England,  in 
Mesopotamia,  or  in  France,  it  seemed  almost  too  good  to  be  true  !  The  strain  had  been 
terrific,  but  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  whole  British  Empire,  and  the  wonderful  work 
of  the  women  of  England,  together  with  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  allied  nations,  the 
war  was  won. 

Soon  after  demobilization  John  Vinson  Higgs  took  over  the  Owens  Court  Farm  at 
Faversham,  Kent,  and  on  11  January,  1921,  he  married  at  the  Congregational  Church 
at  Felixstowe,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  Daisy,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  R.  J.  Girling, 
an  architect  and  surveyor  of  that  town,  and  son  of  Mr.  Kohhrt  Girling  of  Ipswich. 
There  is  an  old  Norfolk  family  of  this  name,  one  branch  of  which  uses  “  A  demi-grilfon 
azure,  holding  between  its  paws  a  fleur-de-lis  gules”  for  their  crest,  whilst  another 
branch  uses  “  On  a  ducal  coronet  or  a  wolf’s  head  erased  argent  ”.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  the  Giri  ings  of  Suffolk  and  those  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Norfolk  are  one 
and  the  same  stock. 

By  Daisy  Girling,  his  wife,  John  Vinson  Higgs  has  the  following  family  of  three 
sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  John  Girling  Higgs,  born  13  December,  1921. 

2.  Charles  James  Higgs,  born  19  June,  1923. 

3.  George  Richard  Higgs,  born  24  June,  1929. 

(1)  Eleanor  May,  born  29  January,  1925,  and  died  in  infancy  5  February,  1925. 

Thus  ends  the  account  of  the  descendants  of  John  Higgs  of  Orpington  in  the  county 
of  Kent  and  Anne  May  his  wife. 
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CHAPTER  XIV 


The  Australian  and  Tasmanian  Branch  of  the  Higgs 

Family  of  Thatcham 

Joshua  Higgs,  who  emigrated  to  Australia,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Joshua  Higgs  of 
Davis  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  London,  W„  and  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham, 
in  the  county  of  Berks.  As  shown  in  Chapter  VI,  he  was  born  in  London  17  April 
US20,  and  married  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  William  White,  of  Oxford  Street,  London,’ 
at  Marylebone  Parish  Church  20  January,  1843,  by  whom  he  had  a  large  family 
o  six  sons  and  six  daughters.  By  profession  he  was  an  architect  and  surveyor.  Lor 
some  years  he  practised  in  London,  Manchester  and  Altrincham  in  Cheshire,  but  in 

,  5 2’  shortly  after  the  birth  of  bis  sixth  child,  he  decided  to  emigrate  to  Australia,  where 
the  great  gold  rush,  which  had  started  in  1851,  was  in  full  swing.  He  arrived  with  his 
wile  and  family  in  Victoria,  in  the  autumn  of  that  year,  and  there  followed  his  profession 
in  the  city  of  Melbourne,  supervising  many  public  works  under  Governor  Latrobe  in 
t  iat  State.  In  1857,  at  the  instance  of  Capt.  Dumaress,  he  went  to  Northern 
lasmama,  to  superintend  the  building  of  a  residence  for  that  gentleman  at  Illawarra 
l  ie  inbred  love  of  farming  was  strong  in  his  nature,  and  after  that  residence  was  com¬ 
pleted  Joshua  Higgs  turned  his  attention  to  farming  at  Glenore  and  Bentley.  Later 
he  was  prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  superintendence  of  the  construction  of  the  bridge 
at  Deloraine,  and  upon  its  completion  he  undertook  similar  work  at  Westwood  and 
lladspen,  where  a  large  bridge  was  erected  in  each  place.  He  then  was  engaged  by  Mr. 
J  .  k INGHAM  m  connection  with  Government  works  for  several  years.  I11  1880  he  accepted 
the  position  of  Inspector  of  Roads  in  the  north  end  of  the  Island,  which  position  he  relin- 
qinshed  two  years  later,  when  he  settled  in  Launceston.  There  he  surveyed  the  suburb 

of  lrevellYan'  whlch  soon  after  quickly  developed  into  a  residential  place.  Among  other 
works  he  undertook  may  be  mentioned  the  surveying  for  the  Bangor  Slate  Quarry 
1  ram  way,  the  Brookstead  Tin  Race,  and  the  Exton  Estate  belonging  to  a  Mr.  A.  Hart. 
kor  six  years  Joshua  Higgs  was  a  member  of  the  Trevellyan  Town  Board,  and  was 
Chairman  of  that  Board  between  the  years  1894  and  1897.  In  March  of  the  latter 
date  he  retired  from  active  work  owing  to  failing  health,  being  then  just  upon  seventy- 

seven  years  of  age.  A  few  months  only  elapsed  before  lie  passed  away  19  September, 
1897,  ln  b*s  seventy-eighth  year. 

The  family  of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  are  as  follows  :  ■ 


I.  JOSHUA  HIGGS,  their  eldest  son,  was  born  in  London,  1  November,  1843.  He 
manied  twice,  first  to  Henrietta,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Robert  Symons,  a 
fanner  in  lasmania,  by  whom  he  had  no  family.  He  married  secondly  Mary 
Costain,  and  by  her  had  one  son  : 

1.  JOSHUA  WILLIAM  HIGGS,  born  24  April,  1889,  who  went  into  the  iron¬ 
mongery  business  in  Melbourne.  He  married  Mary  Elsie  McNabb  (who  was 
born  8  July,  1889)  23  December,  1912,  and  by  her  has  the  following  family  : 

1.  Joshua  Ronald,  bom  25  October,  1913. 

2.  Keith  William,  born  19  July,  1915. 

3-  Alexander  Lynton,  born  27  December,  1916. 

(1)  Elsie  Jean,  born  27  March,  1921. 

Joshua  Higgs  followed  His  father  s  profession  in  Launceston,  where  he  became 
a  well-known  architect  and  surveyor.  He  died  9  November,  1903. 
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2.  EDWARD  HIGGS  of  Western  Creek,  Tasmania,  ship  and  boat  builder,  was  the 
second  son  of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Launceston,  and  was  born  at  Pimlico, 
London,  5  July,  1848.  He  married  Mary,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Neil  Graham, 
who  emigrated  from  Scotland,  and,  dying  about  1928,  left  six  sons  and  four 
daughters  : 

1.  ERNEST  HIGGS,  shipbuilder,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  in  1874.  He 

married  Ellen  Grace  Winsor  of  Western  Creek,  Tasmania,  the  daughter  of  a 
builder  and  contractor  in  London,  England,  who  emigrated  to  Tasmania  when 
she  was  eight  years  of  age  with  her  parents,  and  settled  at  Geelong,  Victoria. 
They  have  the  following  family  : 

1.  Edward  William. 

2.  Noel  John. 

(1)  Marjorie  Lois,  died  20  January,  1931. 

(2)  Winifred  Grace,  married  in  Geelong,  Sydney  Gordon  Blyth,  second  son 

of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Blyth  of  Burke  Road,  Camberwell,  Melbourne. 

(3)  Constance  Alice. 

(4)  Ruth,  born  1918. 

2.  CALEB  HIGGS,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  29  July,  1895.  He  married 

Alice  Lumb  of  Sydney  and  settled  at  Hornsby,  Sydney.  They  have  a  family 
of  live  daughters  : 

(1)  Mi Ll.ICE NT. 

(2)  Joyce  Mary. 

(3)  Winifred  Alice. 

(4)  Dorothy  Kathleen. 

(5)  Rose. 

3.  STANCH.  EDGAR  HIGGS,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  in  1878  or ’79.  He 

married  Ethel  Belchamkek,  and  settled  at  Lebrina  in  that  Island,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  farming.  They  have  one  soil  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Hugh  Graham. 

(1)  Joan  Audrey. 

4.  EDMUND  HIGGS,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  25  June,  1880.  He  married 

Gladys  Pearl  Palmer  of  Adelaide,  and  settled  at  Murray  Bridge,  South 
Australia,  where  he  practises  as  an  engineer.  When  the  Olympic  Games  were 
held  in  London  a  few  years  ago,  he  came  over  to  England  as  coach  to  the 
Murray  Bridge  Rowing  Crew.  They  have  two  children  : 

1.  Thomas  Graham. 

(1)  Jean. 

5.  ELMER  JOHN  HIGGS,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  29  March,  1888.  He 

married  Charlotte  Siierriee,  and  lives  at  his  native  town.  They  have  two 
daughters  : 

(1)  Wyi.oa  Joyce. 

(2)  Tiiora  Kathleen. 

6.  ARTHUR  GRAHAM  HIGGS,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  11  April,  1903. 

He  married  Gladys  Lewis,  and  settled  at  Western  Creek,  Tasmania,  where  he 
is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  They  have  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Sydney. 

(1)  Phyllis. 

(2)  Joan. 

(1)  Mary,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  24  January,  1877.  She  married  Henry 

Graham  Agar  of  Whitby,  Yorkshire,  England,  who  settled  in  Launceston, 
where  he  practises  as  a  designer  of  railway  carriages.  They  have  no  family. 

(2)  Clara  Fanny,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania,  in  1883.  She  married  Mr.  Fred 

Heaviside  of  the  Royal  Mint  at  Melbourne,  by  whom  she  has  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  : 

1.  Ronald. 

2.  Colin. 

(1)  Margaret  Dorothy. 

(3)  Annie  Mary,  born  at  Devonport,  Tasmania.  She  married  John  Clydesdale, 

who  emigrated  from  Glasgow,  Scotland.  They  had  no  family  and,  she  is  now 
a  widow. 
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(4)  Millicent  Kimpton,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary  Higgs  of 
Devon  port,  was  also  born  in  that  place.  She  married  George  Thomas  Smedley, 
an  engineer,  and  lias  two  sons  : 

1.  Rex  Stanch.. 

2.  Edward  Bedford. 

3.  SIDNEY  HIGGS  of  Launceston,  Tasmania,  was  born  at  Manchester,  England,  i<) 

August,  1850.  He  married  Lydia  Kei.j.eway,  the  third  daughter  of  TIiomas 
Stone  of  Chudleigh,  Tasmania  (who  emigrated  from  Dorset,  England),  farmer, 
29  November,  i88r,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons  : 

1.  CALEB  JOSHUA  HIGGS,  born  ib  September,  1882. 

2.  SYDNEY  HAMLE'l  HIGGS,  born  3  December,  1884.  He  married  Winifred 

Paterson  9  December,  1917,  by  whom  he  has  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Avis  Winifred,  born  21  September,  1918. 

(2)  Marie  Lydia,  born  17  April,  1922. 

ibis  family  is  now  (1933)  of  Wellington,  New  Zealand. 

4.  WALTER  HIGGS,  of  Koseberry,  Tasmania,  was  born  6  June,  1852,  at  Altrincham, 

in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  England.  He  married  twice;  first  to  Susan  Meowin' 
of  Stanley  Circular  Head,  Tasmania,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  : 

1.  CARL  MEDWIN  HIGGS,  born  at  Birnie  in  1883.  He  married  and  has  issue  : 
1.  Gordon  Hamilton,  born  27  March,  1910. 

(1)  Greta  Joy,  born  10  June,  1911. 

At  one  time  Walter  Higgs  was  manager  of  a  gold  mine  at  Coolgardie,  Western 
Australia.  After  his  first  wife’s  decease  he  married  secondly,  20  December,  1891), 
Alice  Ellen  Medwin  (who  was  born  31  January,  1873),  by  whom  he  has  two  sons: 

1.  WAI.1ER  LONSDALE  HIGGS,  born  5  July,  1902. 

2.  ROY  ERSKINE  HIGGS,  born  15  March,  1913. 

5.  ERNEST  CORDEROY  HIGGS,  the  fifth  son  of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Laun¬ 

ceston,  was  born  20  July,  1854,  at  Yarra-Yarra,  Victoria.  He  settled  at  Melbourne, 
Australia,  and  married  Emily  Laura,  the  third  daughter  of  Alfred  Biggs,  of  the 
Savings  Bank  at  Launceston  (who  came  from  Collingwood,  Victoria),  4  April,  1883 
(she  was  born  27  November,  i860),  and  by  her  has  seven  sons  and  live  daughters  : 

1.  (LEMENT  CORDEROY,  born  17  January,  1884.  Ob.  infans. 

2.  ALFRED  MEDLEY’  HIGGS,  born  4  April,  1885.  He  married  4  January, 

1909,  Dorothy  G.  Harris,  by  whom  he  has  the  following  family  : 

1.  Jack  Byron,  born  June,  1911. 

2.  Richard  Donald,  born  January,  1918. 

(1)  Jean  Marjorie,  born  April,  1913. 

(2)  Monica  Joyce,  born  February,  1915. 

(3)  Sheila  Joan,  born  August,  1921. 

3.  GIITORI)  ERNES  I  HIGGS,  born  28  June,  1886.  He  married  8  January,  1913, 

Alice  Maud  Peart,  by  whom  he  has  a  daughter  : 

(1)  Dorothy  Ellen,  born  4  August,  1915. 

4.  PRESTON  WALTER  HIGGS,  born  0  May,  1892.  He  married  29  August,  1922, 

Margaret  Ellen,  widow  of  Mr.  M.  E.  Dinsen,  and  daughter  of  a  Mr.  Madsen, 
of  Denmark,  though  she  was  born  in  Melita,  Manitoba,  Canada,  in  1900.  By 
her  he  has  two  sons  : 

1.  Reginald  Ernest  Higgs,  born  in  Seattle,  Washington,  U.S.A.,  1923. 

2.  Gifford  Madsen  Higgs,  born  in  Los  Angeles,  California,  1929. 

Preston  Walter  Higgs  left  Australia  with  the  troops  in  1917,  and  was  demobi¬ 
lized  in  England  and  went  to  Canada.  He  then  went  to  the  United  States, 
where  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  business  as  a  building  contractor. 
In  1930  he  settled  at  Pouce  Coupe,  British  Columbia,  in  the  Peace  River  district. 

5.  ALVIN  STANLEY  HIGGS,  born  23  June,  181)3.  He  married  23  July,  1919, 

Ida  Mary  Turnbull,  and  by  her  has  a  daughter: 

(1)  Kathleen  Florence. 

(>.  FRED  CLEON  HIGGS,  born  10  June,  1895. 

7.  CLY  DE  HAROLD  HIGGS,  born  5  February,  1903. 

(1)  Jessie  Alice,  born  8  November,  1884.  She  married  29  June,  1910,  Albert 
J ago,  storekeeper  at  Western  Creek,  Tasmania,  by  whom  she  has  one  son  and 
two  daughters  : 
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i.  Kenneth  Albert  Jago,  born  6  April,  1918. 

(1)  Marjorie  Clarice  (Jago),  born  6  November,  1911. 

(2)  Winifred  Freda  (Jago),  born  12  September,  1916. 

(2)  Millioent  Annie,  born  27  April,  1889.  She  married  16  August,  1910,  Ralph  T- 

Siierman,  by  whom  she  has  two  sons  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  Lindsay  Carl  Sherman,  born  1912. 

2.  Norton  Maywell  Sherman,  born  191b. 

(1)  Constance  Verner  (Sherman),  born  1911. 

(2)  Nancy  Clair  (Sherman),  born  1914. 

(3)  Leila  Bernice  (Sherman),  born  1916. 

(4)  Rosalie  (Sherman),  born  1922. 

(3)  Florence  May,  born  14  October,  1890.  She  married  Harry  Jago  27  April, 

1918,  by  whom  she  has  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  CiEokfrey  Ernest  Jago,  born  1919. 

(1)  Leith  a  May  (Jago),  born  1920. 

(4)  Ruth  Evelyn,  the  fourth  daughter  of  Ernest  Corderoy  Higgs,  was  born  24 

July,  i8()7,  at  Caveside.  She  married  Nathaniel  Cubit,  24  March,  1920,  by 
whom  she  has  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Roderick  Lyall  Cubit,  born  17  July,  1925. 

(1)  Leah  Evelyn  (Cubit),  born  29  December,  1923. 

(2)  Marie  Fay  (Cubit),  born  21  July,  1929. 

Nathaniel  Cubit  was  born  at  Deloraine,  Tasmania,  1  October,  1892. 

(5)  Leila  Emily  Bukville,  the  youngest  daughter  of  Ernest  Corderoy  Higgs, 

was  born  28  August,  181)9. 

6.  JOSEPH  HUBERT  HIGGS  of  Bentleigh,  Trevellyan,  Launceston,  was  the  sixth  son 
of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Launceston,  Tasmania.  He  married  twice,  first  to 
Henrietta  Hillaria,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Phillip  Gilbert  of  Deloraine  (farmer), 
and  by  her  had  one  son  : 

1.  NORMAN  GILBERT  HIGGS,  who  was  born  at  Launceston  1  July,  1882.  He 
married  13  April,  1914,  Millicent,  daughter  of  James  McKay,  of  Melbourne, 
Victoria,  by  whom  he  has  three  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Norman  Jamils  Higgs,  born  31  January,  1915. 

2.  James  McKay  Higgs,  born  5  February,  1917. 

3.  John  Douglas  Higgs,  born  31  December,  1930. 

(1)  Margaret  Joan,  born  30  September,  1923. 

Norman  Gilbert  Higgs  went  into  the  Ministry,  and  became  the  Rev. 
Norman  Gilbert  Higgs  of  Birnie. 

Upon  the  death  of  Henrietta  Hillaria  Higgs  on  23  October,  1885,  Joseph 
Hubert  Higgs  married  a  second  time  27  December,  1886,  to  Emma  Louisa,  daughter 
of  Mr.  John  W.  Walklate,  of  Tasmania,  an  accountant,  and  by  her  has  the  following 
family  : 

1.  ROY  HUBERT  HIGGS,  born  27  February,  1891,  and  died  24  October,  1893. 

2.  HUGH  ('ORI)EROY  HIGGS,  born  24  October,  1897.  During  the  World  War  I10 

served  in  II. M.  Australian  Navy  with  the  British  f  leet  in  the  North  Sea.  Having 
passed  through  those  four  years  of  terror  unscathed  he  suddenly  succumbed 
to  enteric  at  Devonpprt  (whilst  waiting  for  his  ship  to  leave  for  Australia) 
4  April,  1919. 

During  leave  from  his  ship  he  had  visited  many  of  his  kinsfolk  in  London,  in 
whom  he  took  much  interest,  and  whose  names  were  familiar  to  him  from  a 
pedigree  of  the  family  possessed  in  his  home.  He  visited  Gwydyr  House, 
Brixton,  and  Robert  Peritval  Higgs  of  Surbiton  took  him  over  London. 
Hugh  Corderoy  Higgs  was  a  line,  handsome  young  man  of  splendid  character, 
and  his  sudden  death,  so  near  to  his  return  home,  after  over  four  years  of 
service  for  the  Empire,  was  a  tremendous  blow  to  his  family,  as  well  as  a  deep 
sorrow  to  his  kinsfolk  in  the  Old  Land  to  whom  he  had  endeared  himself. 
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(i)  Dokis  Alice,  born  24  November,  1887.  She  married  Henry  McAuley  (son 
of  Arthur)  Reid,  sheep  farmer  of  Linga  Longa,  Frankford,  Tasmania,  4 
January,  1908,  and  by  him  has  four  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Arthur  Henry  Reid,  born  23  December,  1908. 

2.  Maxwell  Hubert  Reid,  born  26  April,  1911. 

3.  Frederick  Walden  Reid,  born  11  March,  1913. 

4.  Desmond  McAuley  Reid,  born  30  September,  1917. 

(1)  Heather  Mavis  Reid,  born  28  October,  1915. 


Hugh  Corduroy  Higgs  (1897-1919), 

Son  of  Joseph  Hubert  Higgs,  by  Emma  Louisa,  daughter  of  John  W. 
Walklatk,  of  Tasmania,  his  second  wife.  He  served  with  H.M.  Australian 
Navy  in  the  North  Sea  during  the  World  War,  and  died  of  enteric  fever  at 
Devon  port,  England,  where  he  was  buried  in  the  Cemetery  of  that  place. 


(2)  Rotha  Erica,  born  16  May,  1889.  She  married  Albert  Grenville,  son  of 

James  I).  Doyle  of  Melbourne,  29  October,  1913,  by  whom  she  has  a  son 
and  a  daughter  : 

1.  David  Grenville  Doyle,  born  4  April,  1917. 

(1)  Rotha  Doreen  (Doyle),  born  17  September,  1914. 

(3)  Ora  Annie,  born  6  May,  1893.  She  married  George  William  Robert,  son  of 

Robert  Stone  of  Blanyac,  France,  17  November.  1915,  and  has  two  sons  : 

1.  David  George  Stone,  born  22  October,  1916. 

2.  George  Robert  Stone,  born  22  November,  1917. 

(4)  Rita  Mavis,  born  23  February,  1896. 

(5)  Editiia  Lois,  born  12  January,  1900,  married  Rev.  G.  Powles  Lassam  of  the 

Methodist  Mission,  East  Cape,  Papua. 
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(1)  Fanny  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Launceston,  Tasmania. 

She  was  born  15  June,  1845,  at  Bayswater,  London,  England. 

(2)  Mary,  the  second  daughter,  was  born  2  December,  1846,  at  Bayswater,  London, 

England.  She  married  3  June,  1870,  Alexander  Cameron  of  South  Burme, 
Tasmania  (who  was  born  3  February,  1845))  <uid  by  him  she  had  four  sons  and 
live  daughters  : 

1.  Alexander  Joshua  Cameron,  born  6  July,  1871,  married  Sarah  Kaine  (born 

8  July,  1869)  29  November,  1899,  and  by  her  had  the  following  family  : 

1.  Alexander  Cyril  James  Cameron,  born  5  April,  1900. 

2.  Joshua  Roy  Douglas  Calvin  Cameron,  born  13  August,  1905. 

3.  Donald  Milton  Cameron,  born  16  September,  1910. 

(1)  Jeane  Annie  (Cameron),  born  2  September,  1903. 

(2)  Agnes  Mary  Isobel  (Cameron),  born  ib  August,  1905. 

2.  Ewart  John  Gladstone  Cameron,  born  4  December,  1877. 

3.  Henry  Edward  Cameron,  born  19  February,  1882. 

4.  Vernon  Theodore  William  Cameron,  born  14  October,  1886.  He  married 

Alice  Maud  Rowe  of  Smithton,  Tasmania,  but  has  no  family, 
l  lie  five  daughters  of  Alexander  Cameron  and  Mary  Higgs,  his  wife,  aie  . 

(1)  Mary  Isobel  (Cameron),  born  29  March,  1873.  She  married  James  Holyman 

•  1  December,  1895,  by  whom  she  has  four  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Robin  Joshua  Holyman,  born  17  August,  igoi. 

2.  William  Barton  Holyman,  born  19  March,  1904. 

3.  Keith  Cameron  Holyman,  born  7  September,  1911. 

4  Ross  Holyman  Holyman,  born  9  February,  1915. 

(1)  Faith  Jean  (Holyman),  born  12  October,  1896.  She  married  Keith  Tyson 

of  Launceston,  by  whom  she  has  three  sons  : 

1.  Cameron  Monds  Tyson,  born  9  April,  1921. 

2.  Robin  Monds  Tyson,  born  13  October,  1922. 

3.  Gregor  Monds  Tyson,  born  8  April,  1924. 

(2)  Mona  Alexandria  (Holyman),  born  10  March,  1899. 

(2)  Rachel  Beatrice  (Cameron),  born  11  June,  1875.  Unmarried  in  1925. 

(3)  Edith  Ann  Ruth  (Cameron),  born  8  January,  1880.  Unmarried  in  1925. 

(4)  Mabel  Letitia  (Cameron),  born  16  July,  1884.  Unmarried  in  1925.  During 

the  World  War  she  served  as  a  nurse  with  the  Australian  Expeditionary  Force. 

(5)  Vida  Lydia  Dorothy  (Cameron),  born  19  July,  1892,  married  William  Pass- 

more  Jeffrey  of  New  Zealand,  and  had  by  him  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Joan  Dorothy  Passmore  (Jeffrey),  born  14  December,  1917. 

(2)  Audrey  Passmore  (Jeffrey),  born  24  September,  1922. 

(1)  Maria  Anne,  the  third  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Launceston,  was 
born  5  May,  1858.  She  married  12  April,  1878,  Francis  Frederick  Oldaker  of 
Inverness,  Scotland  (he  was  born  6  July,  1844,  and  settled  in  Australia),  by  whom 
she  has  a  family  of  one  son  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  Charles  Edmund  Wills  Oldaker,  born  21  October,  1879.  He  married  Alice 
Mabel  Wadi-:  in  1906,  and  by  her  has  a  son  : 

1.  Maxwell  Charles  Oldaker,  born  1907. 

(1)  Ella  Jane  May  (Oldaker),  born  20  May,  1881.  She  married  in  1915  Walter 

Thomas  Murray  of  Melbourne,  and  has  two  sons  : 

1.  Edmund  Wallace  Murray,  born  1916. 

2.  Douglas  Galbraith  Murray,  born  1918. 

(2)  Emma  Maria  (Oldaker),  born  20  November,  1883.  She  married  in  1903  Richard 

]£.  Holmes,  a  schoolmaster  of  Devonport,  Tasmania,  by  whom  she  has  three 
sons  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  Francis  Donaldson  Holmes,  born  1906. 

2.  Terrance  Bentley  Holmes,  born  1908. 

3.  Richard  Oldaker  Holmes,  born  1923. 

(1)  Constance  Oldaker  (Holmes),  born  1904. 

(2)  Marguerite  Foster  (Holmes),  born  1910. 

(3)  Josephine  Bentley  (Holmes),  born  1915. 

(4)  Avis  Oldaker  (Holmes),  born  1921. 

(3)  Mary  Maria  (Oldaker),  born  20  November,  1885. 
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(i)  Let  a  (  larice  (Symmons),  born  23  November,  1890. 

Ibis  daughter  married  16  June,  1918,  Frederick  Jacobs,  by  whom  she  has 
a  son  : 

b.  Roger  hREDERicK  Jacobs,  born  8  April,  1920. 

Alfred  \V.  Svmmons  died  12  March,  1893,  and  was  buried  at  Deloraine. 
Kate  Svmmons,  his  widow,  married  again  10  March,  1900,  Thomas  Ouini  an  (he 
died  8  June,  1915).  By  her  second  husband  she  had  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Colin  Kenneth  Quinlan,  born  26  November,  1902. 

(1)  Kathleen  Rita  (Quinlan),  born  31  July,  1904. 

(5)  Edith  Alice  was  the  fifth  daughter  of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Launceston, 
Tasmania.  She  was  born  n  October,  18(13,  at  Deloraine,  Tasmania.  (Unmarried 
in  1925.) 

((>)  Ruth  Cokderov,  their  youngest  daughter,  was  born,  7  July,  1866,  at  Deloraine, 
Tasmania.  She  took  up  nursing  as  a  profession. 

1 933  living  at  “  Armvood,  10,  I  revallyan  Road,  Launceston,  Tasmania. 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  descendants  of  Joshua  and  Ann  Higgs  who  settled  in  the 
Commonwealth  of  Australia  in  1852. 
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BEING  A 
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OF  VARIOUS  BRANCHES  OF  THE 

HIGGS  FAMILY,  arranged  by 
COUNTIES  and  COUNTRIES 


With  Transcripts  of  HIGGS  ENTRIES  in  many  Parish  Registers; 
LISTS  of  HIGGS  WILLS  and  ADMINISTRATIONS  in 
various  Courts;  CALENDARS  of  SUI1S  in  CHANCERY, 
etc.  ;  ABSTRACTS  of  many  such  Suits,  Wills,  etc. 

ALSO  SOME  ACCOUNT  OF  VARIOUS  FAMILIES 
ALLIED  BY  MARRIAGE 
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PART  II 


CHAPTER  XV 

The  Higgs  Family  of  Berkshire  and  Bucks 

VARIOUS  NOTES  RELATING  TO  EAMILIES  OE  HIGGS  IN  THE  DIFFERENT 

COUNTIES  OF  ENGLAND: 

Together  with  Notes  upon  Families  who  have  Intermarried  with  Them. 


BERKSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  ALDERMASTON. 

A  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Whitchurch,  Oxon,  settled  in  this  place  towards 
the  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  when  James  Higgs,  the  eldest  son  of  James 
Higgs  of  Whitchurch,  took  up  his  abode  in  this  Berkshire  village,  in  all  probability  after 
contesting  his  claim  to  the  Manor  of  Basildon  with  his  brother  William  Higgs  (cord- 
wainer  of  Whitchurch,  Oxon — vide  Chancery  Suit,  IIiggs  v.  Higgs,  and  others,  3  December 
1698  (Bridges  Division  134/23).  The  will  of  this  James  Higgs,  dated  1718,  and  proved 
that  year  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Berks,  shows  that  he  left  three  sons,  Edward, 
James  and  William,  and  three  daughters,  Susan,  Mary  and  Elizabeth.  James 
Higgs  was  buried  at  Aldermaston  7  June,  1717,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  was  buried 
there  four  years  earlier,  29  June,  1713. 

The  Aldermaston  Registers  have  not  been  searched  for  the  descendants  of  this  family, 
but  in  the  parish  of  Stratfieldsage,  Co.  Berks,  the  banns  of  marriage  were  published 
2,  9  and  16  August;  1 778,  between  a  James  Higgs  of  Aldermaston  and  one  Mary  Weston 
of  Stratfieldsage.  This  James  Higgs  was  in  all  probability  a  grandson  of  James  and 
Elizabeth  Higgs. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  ASHAMPSTEAD. 

According  to  the  will  of  John  Hige  (or  Higgs),  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court 
of  Berks  in  1577  (G.  f.  98),  this  John  Higgs  was  living  at  Giles  Court,  in  this  parish,  in 
the  sixteenth  century.  His  wife  Jone  (or  Joan)  was  left  his  sole  executrix.  He  was  a 
yeoman*  and  his  son  Thomas  succeeded  him.  John  Higgs  of  Giles  Court  had  two 
brothers,  Thomas  and  William  Higges.  His  brother  Thomas  died  in  1556  (will  proved 
‘Arch.  Berks,’ D.,  fo.  119)  and  left,  by  his  wife  Alice,  two  sons:  William,  who  settled  at 
Bucklebury,  Berks,  adjoining  Thatcham  (from  whose  will  proved  in  1608 — ‘Arch.  Berks,’ 
K.,  fo.  483)— we  find  mention  made  by  him  of  his  cousins,  William  Higgs  and  Ann  Higgs, 
children  of  John  Higgs  of  Giles  Court),  and  Christopher,  whose  son,  William  Higgs, 
was  a  godson  of  his  uncle  William  Higgs  of  Bucklebury,  who  apparently  left  no  issue. 
Thomas  and  Alice  Higgs  also  had  a  daughter  Avis,  and  a  daughter,  Joan,  who  became 

*  Vide  Conclusion  for  explanation  of  the  difference  between  a  yeoman  and  a  husbandman. 
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the  wife  of  one  named  Cook.  In  William  Higgs  of  Bucklebury's  will  mention  is  made 
of  Elizabeth,  Marjery  and  Ellen  Goddard,  children  of  John  Goddard  of  Buckle- 
bury,  whilst  Richard  Goddard  of  Thatcham  acted  as  overseer  of  his  will.  In  this 
connection  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that,  in  Chapter  VI,  a  marriage  is  recorded  between 
the  families  of  Higgs  and  Goddard  of  this  locality  in  the  nineteenth  century,  when 
Esther,  the  seventh  daughter  of  Joshua  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham, 
and  of  Davis  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  London,  W.,  married  John,  son  of  Simon  Goddard 
of  Cold  Ash,  who  settled  there  from  Boxford,  in  the  county  of  Berks. 


THE  GODDARD  FAMILY. 

The  Goddards  of  Berkshire  and  Wiltshire  were  one  and  the  same  stock,  and  date 
back  in  these  two  counties  to  an  early  period.  The  Goddards  of  Bucklebury  and 
Thatcham,  and  likewise  of  Boxford,  at  no  great  distance,  were  all  closely  related. 

In  1549  John  Goddard  held  land  at  Crookham,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham.  In 
1586  we  find  the  wife  of  one  Richard  Goddard  of  Crookham  Manor  buried  at  Thatcham. 
The  name  figures  frequently  among  the  churchwardens  of  Thatcham  : 

1573-  Thomas  Goddard  was  Churchwarden. 

1577.  Thomas  Goddard 

1579.  Roger  Goddard 

1581/2.  Henry  Goddard 

1593.  John  Goddard  ,, 

1597.  Richard  Goddard 
1608.  Richard  Goddard 
1611.  Thomas  Goddard 

1617.  Thomas  Goddard 

1618.  Richard  Goddard,  Gent. 

1622/3.  Richard  Goddard 

1630.  George  Goddard 

1718.  George  Goddard 

1755.  George  Goddard 

1772/3.  George  Goddard 

1827-30.  Edward  Goddard 

On  31  March,  1600,  at  a  Court  held  in  Thatcham,  it  is  recorded  that  “  A  day  is  fixed 
for  Roger  Goddard  to  remove  from  his  house  his  undertenant,  unless  he  gives  good 
security  that  the  Parish  shall  be  exonerated  ” — which  apparently  he  did,  as  we  find  no 
further  record  of  the  matter. 

In  1605  (2  James  I),  in  a  Parish  Deed  dated  7  January,  John  Goddard  of  Greenham, 
in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  is  mentioned  as  “  Among  the  eleven  most  substantial  men  of 
the  Parish 

In  1680  Thomas  Goddard  of  Crookham  made  a  bequest  to  the  parish,  by  his  will 
proved  in  1681  (P.C.C.),  consisting  of  an  annuity  of  One  Pound  issuing  out  of  the 
messuages  and  lands  called  “Great  and  Little  Jacknells  His  will  shows  that  he  was 
related  to  the  Goddards  of  Brimpton,  Co.  Berks. 

In  a  Parish  Deed,  dated  1  January,  1733,  George  Goddard  was  a  party  between 
the  Churchwardens,  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  and  Robert  Canny  of  Cold  Ash.  When 
Simon  Goddard  of  Boxford’settled  at  Cold  Ash  he  left  a  son,  John  Charles  Goddard, 
who  was  born  10  September,  1834,  who  by  his  wife  Esther,  the  daughter  of  Joshua 
Higgs  by  his  wife  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  George  Corderoy  of  Lambeth,  London,  has 
one  daughter,  Esther  Goddard,  who  was  born  at  Bardfield,  in  the  county  of  Essex. 

The  arms  borne  by  the  Goddards  of  Berkshire  are  :  “Azure,  5  fusils  in  fess,  gules  ; 
between  3  eagles’  heads,  couped  Or  The  two  main  families  are  the  Goddards 
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of  Clyffe  Manor,  in  Wiltshire,  descended  from  John  Goddard  of  Boulton  and  Upham, 
living  1386-1434,  and  the  Goddards  of  Swindon,  descended  from  the  second  son  of 
John  Goddard  of  Poulton  and  Upham. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BASILDON,  CO.  BERKS. 

Unquestionably  a  very  close  relationship  existed  between  the  families  of  Higgs  111 
this  place  and  those  of  South  Stoke,  in  Oxfordshire,  and  of  Thatcham  in  Berkshire  and 
other  places  in  both  counties.  The  Church  registers  of  Basildon,  commencing  in  1540, 
contain  a  vast  number  of  entries  of  baptisms,  marriages  and  burials  of  Higgses,  the 
earliest  marriage  entry  being  that  of  one  John  Higgs  in  1552.  South  Stoke  lies’ just 
across  the  river  from  Basildon,  above  Goring,  and  it  was  in  1558  that  Nicholas  Higgs 
„  lai  settled  there  fyom  Weobley  in  Herefordshire ,  a  descendant  of  an  old  family  of 
Higgses,  m  the  county  of  Gloucester,  married  Mary,  the  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
Griefin  Barton,  Esqre.,  of  South  Stoke.  He  had  come  from  Weobley  in  company  with 
his  uncle  Walter  (who  probably  had  sons),  and  in  all  probability  the  Higgs  family 
of  Basildon  are  descendants  from  Walter  Higgs  and  his  family.  Nicholas  Higgs  of 
South  Stoke  had  a  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters-—"  alike  rich  and  numerous'’  bv 
the  authority  of  the  mural  tablet  to  his  grandson,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  in 
r  13  n^CW  sCllurch,  South  Stoke— and  some  of  these  sons  may  have  settled  in  the  village 
ol  Basildon  across  the  river.  There  were  families  of  Higgses  in  Basildon  and  in  South  Stoke 
prior  to  this  date,  either  descendants  of  the  old  Gloucestershire  family,  near  Cheltenham, 
01  of  a  branch  which  had  settled  in  Berkshire  from  the  Cotswold  Hills  at  an  early  date. 
One  of  the  earliest  Higgses  of  Basildon  was  one  John  Higgs,  living  at  "  Hook  End  ” 
in  this  parish,  in  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  He  had  a  number  of  sons,  and 
also  a  biother  William,  John,  whose  will  was  proved  in  1566  (‘Arch.  Berks’  F  fo  s) 
left  a  son  Nicholas,  a  son  Richard,  and  three  sons  of  the  name  of  John,  "  John,’ 
Middle-Joiin,  and  Little-John  His  brother  William  likewise  left  a  son  Nicholas! 

I  lie  estate  of  a  John  Hicces  of  Basildon  was  administered  by  his  son  Roger  Higgfs  in 
April,  1582  (P.C.C.). 

As  evidence  of  there  being  Higgs  families  in  Basildon  prior  to  the  marriage  of  John 
Higgs  in  1552,  we  find  one  "  Nic."  or  "  Ric."  Higgs  witnessing  the  will  of  John 
Buckeridge  of  Basildon  in  1525  (will  ol  John  Bhckeridge,  proved  ‘Arch.  Berks’,  Reg. 

A,  fo.  312).  It  is  more  than  likely  that  this  John  Buckeridge  married  one  Eiizabftii 
Higges. 

Jhe  tabulation  given  in  Chapter  HI  is  of  interest  as  showing  a  connection  between 
the  Higgs  family  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  ol  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxford,  and  of 

Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  and  their  relationship  with  the  families  of  Buckeridge  and 
Pi.eydell. 

I'here  is  ample  evidence  in  many  wills  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Basildon  to  show  that 
they  were  related  to  families  of  Higgs  in  other  Berkshire  and  Oxfordshire  villages.  In 
1633  Walter  Higgs  of  Basildon  mentions  in  his  will  (original  will,  ‘Arch.  Berks  ’)  Thomas, 
son  of  Ihomas  Higgs,  of  Maidenhead,  in  the  parish  of  Pangbourne,  Berks,  whilst  in 
other  wills  definite  relationship  is  established  between  the  families  in  Basildon  and  those 
m  Ashampstead,  Bradlield,  Westridge,  Streatley,  Blewberry,  Bucklebury,  etc. 

1  he  following  Marriage  Settlement  in  connection  with  the  Higgs  family  of  Basildon  is 
of  interest  : 

"  Indenture  made  9  July  168 7  between  William  Higgs  of  Basildon  Co  Berks 

Wrnn  J  pOITKT  V01T:  °f  North  Street  in  1  ilehurst,  Co.  Berks,  yeoman  ;  and  John 
V\  ebb  of  Reading,  butcher.  J 

"  In  consideration  of  his  intended  marriage  with  Mary  Horne,  daughter  of  the 
said  Robert  Horne,  William  Higgs  grants  unto  Horne,  and  Webb,  lands  in  Basildon 
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(bought  by  his  uncle  and  father,  Edward  Higgs  and  John  Higgs,  of  Richard  White 
of  Speen,  Co.  Berks,  yeoman,  and  conveyed  to  him  by  the  Will  of  John  Higgs)  to  the 
use  of  himself  and  Mary  Horne,  and  their  issue.  Signatures  of  William  Higgs,  Robert 
Horne  and  John  Webb.  Witnesses  :  Frances  Dalby  and  Edward  Dalby  . 

From  this  Marriage  Settlement,  and  the  will  of  William  Higgs  of  Basildon  (proved 
Consistory  Court  of  Sarnm  1717)  and  that  of  Mary,  his  wife,  the  following  tabulation  is 

deduced  : 


Jrvm  fhe  parish  registers 
if  )  YOlild appear  that he 
Trtarned and lcjt$uile  a 
family  jf  sons  and  dou- 


10HN  HIGGS 

of jB AS /LUO A/ 

ciicai  before  9  July 

'William  HILCsT  Mary  ^/Robert  hornf.  y 

T/lehurst  JjcoMcu 2  lO  t'HZ  9  -Cr  y  1 00  [. 
mar.  af  I&s/ldj/v  1 08 7 0 4 J  u  ly) 
her  Will  was  do  led  lib  July  I  (  20 
(by.  dreh.  Berks.  Bk.  Hi  .Jo.  J60  at 
‘ P/tr/saouHNE  7  Jan  1722/3). 

nANNE 


of  Bell  Here  old  House 
BeS/LDlW  (Cooper) 

Willpr.  1717  (hurS/ipr 
He  owned&W/ry&Sftpr 

BE  a  Or  it  l  n  and  T/l  e hurst  _ _ _ _  _ 

tni/ABCTH  ^TITOT^IAFY  i Martha  loan  =G£uklc 

^  SMART  bapf  IJaN  hfl.  27SE.PT.  haphat  PbNNhl  r 


Eldest  da li. 

Ai/>7 .24  July  1688 
mar  -. ....  17 1 5 

/2  whom  her  prxohncv 
Uyrtcr  Aesr£?>vn _ . 

‘JOHN 'SMART  n 

7 jiEnlzoTicd.  in  /lis 
crandmolhcr 

Bio  os’s  Wdl 


[69O at  ’  '  16-95 

Basildon  a/  3/isiluon 
hur.gOd. ;  'lour,  lb  Nay 

MARY  1703  1704 

men  honed  in  her 
aunt  Animc.  Higgs's 

Will  pr.afdxfbrd^ZZ 


Bas/LDON 
r/FfeB 

1698 


daiiyWler 
lupin  Duly 
'  1701 

SBuisccr 
Will  dditjCL  l  i  NE 

1722  peatOpo’d 

,  , ,  by  Jhu  ai  as  Sim  art 

lUAzaiMYfGANCSiTONF: 

JOHN  CoWDLRy 
TH05  3R00KW 


(Note. — John  Horne,  yeoman,  of  Tilehurst,  was  a  brother  of  Mary,  the  wife  of 
William  Higgs  of  Basildon.  Apparently  William  Higgs  had  no  male  issue.) 

Many  other  wills  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Basildon  have  been  examined  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  this  work,  and  there  is  enough  matter  to  compile  a  separate  history  of  this 
branch.  Enough,  however,  has  been  given  to  show  the  relationship  of  the  Basildon 
Higgs  family  with  those  in  many  other  villages  of  Berkshire  and  Oxfordshire,  lhere 
were  so  many  families  related  of  the  name  in  Basildon  that  to  construct  a  complete 
pedigree  of  the  Basildon  Higgses  from  the  early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century  would 
be  no  easy  task,  and  in  itself  make  quite  a  volume. 

Basildon  Parish  Registers. 

Written  at  the  beginning  : 

“  The  fences  on  the  South  Side  of  the  Church  of  Bastledon  are  to  be  made  and 
maintained  by  theis  livinge,  and  such  as  dwell  in  them  at  all  times.  , 

“  The  first pane  .  -  .  (illegible).  fvt.l 

“  The  ninth  Jo:  Astell’s  house  and  1  no.  Higgs  for  Broadgate.  William 

“  The  tenth  ...  Higgs  of  the  vtree  for  his  free  land.  Higgs. 

“  The  XVth  Roger  Hige  for  his  free  land.  Similr 

Bernard. 

“  The  second  of  November  1654,  1  begund  keepinge  the  Register  for  the  Parish  of 
Bastedon.  (Signed)  T110 :  Singleton,  Vicar.’’ 

Next  follow  four  burials  for  the  year  1641. 

1641/2  23  Jan.  Francis  Higges. 

The  register  goes  on  from  1538,  but  there  were  no  weddings  till  1540. 
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Weddings,  1540-1850. 


1552. 

25 

Oct. 

1559- 

8 

Nov 

1560. 

21 

Nov 

1561. 

20 

Oct. 

1561.  27  Nov. 

15O2.  5  Oct. 

1564.  27  Nov. 

1565-  I 

1567.  | 

1570-  I 

1572.  J 

1574-  5  Aug. 


J575 

I57t)- 

1580. 


158b. 

11 

July 

1589. 

9 

Sept. 

1589. 

29 

Sept. 

I59I- 

7 

Feb. 

1592- 

24 

April. 

T597  • 

6 

F'eb. 

1601. 

7 

Sept. 

l()02. 

13 

Oct. 

1603. 

20 

J  line 

1604. 

7 

Oct. 

1604. 

28 

Nov. 

160S. 

? 

Nov. 

1609. 

20 

Feb. 

ibi5. 

13 

Nov. 

1616. 

1O17. 

28 

July. 

B>33- 

25 

Nov. 

1634. 

28 

July. 

I<>34- 

20 

Oct. 

1636. 

21 

July. 

1662. 

9 

Oct. 

1663 

and 

16(14. 

1668. 

21 

May. 

1671. 

27 

Nov. 

1872. 

20 

May. 

ib79. 

4 

Oct. 

i(>8  ]. 

13 

July. 

1 084. 

30 

Nov. 

1(187. 

14 

July. 

1(189. 

3 

Oct. 

1(196. 

16 

May. 

1697. 

7 

April 

1700. 

17 

Nov. 

I703- 

29 

Dec. 

D°5- 

18 

June. 

1709. 

16 

Oct. 

1710. 

29 

July. 

John  Higgs  and  Joane  N ashes. 

There  are  no  entries  between  1552  and  1559. 

John  Higgs  and  Alles  (Salter  (?)). 

Thomas  Cawsdall  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Henri  Crucheiei.d  and.EMY  Higgs. 

{Note—  A  Barton  Cruciieield,  son  of  Barton  Crucii- 
field  and  Margaret,  daughter  of  Henry  Harvey,  is  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  Will  of  Griffith  Higgs,  I). I).,  of  South  Stoke, 
Oxon,  1659.— W.  M.  IT) 

James  Foard  and  Joanes  Higgs. 

John  Higgs  and  Marie  Lewis. 

John  Higgs  and  Agnis  Boame. 


No  entries  of  weddings  in  these  years. 


Thomas  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Hanks  (Hawks  ?). 

No  entries  of  weddings  in  these  years. 

John  Higgs  and  Marie  Austell. 

John  Higgs  and  Joane  Carter. 

John  Wiett  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Thomas  Death  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Thomas  Allin  and  Joane  Higgs  (daughter  of  John  alias 
Jenkin  Higgs. — W.  M.  IT). 

Thomas  Rose  and  Agnis  Higgs. 

William  Higgs  and  Sisley  Wickins. 

Thomas  Higgs  and  Agnis  Austell. 

Edward  Higgs  and  Katheken  Higgs. 

William  Higgs  and  Agnis  Holmes. 

John  Higgs  and  Alice  Rose. 

Roger  Higgs  and  Katherine  Widmer. 

Robert  Midwinter  and  Margery  Higgs. 

Walter  Higgs  and  Alice  Lover. 

None  at  all  that  year. 

Thomas  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Whiller. 

Alexander  Browne  and  Mary  Higgs. 

William  Higgs  and  Joane  Pickton. 

John  Clarke  and  Alice  Higgs  (widow). 

John  Fisher  and  Ann  Higgs. 

None  until  1662. 

Thomas  Parker  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

No  weddings. 

Francis  Higgs  and  Jane  Mokecock. 

Joseph  Smith  and  Olive  Higgs. 

James  Blackman  and  Annis  Higgs. 

Henry  Higgs  and  Anne  Kessell. 

Isaac k  Herne  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Henry  Higgs  and  Anne  Gutteridge. 

William  Higgs  and  Mary  Horne. 

Leonard  Higgs  and  Mary  Comin. 

Francis  Higgs  anti  Mary  Edny. 

Robert  Carkutheks  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Thomas  Knott  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Henry  Simmonds  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Edward  Higgs  and  Catherine  Button. 

John  Higgs  and  Rachel  Pigget. 

Henry  Higgs  and  Sarah  Lecke  (widow). 


I  II  H  to  111'//  •  lit  ii  !  *jtu  it 
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1711. 

30 

May. 

1721. 

'*24 

July. 

1721. 

24 

Dec. 

1724. 

14 

Jan. 

x735- 

26 

Sept. 

x74()- 

13 

April 

x7 49- 

30 

1  )ec. 

1 754- 

x7 

Oct. 

17(10. 

11 

Dec. 

1770. 

7 

Jan. 

1773- 

28 

Nov. 

l77H- 

25 

Mar. 

1780. 

16 

Nov. 

I783- 

1 

Feb. 

17*5- 

9 

Jan. 

X7T5- 

24 

April 

1 789- 

24 

1  )ec. 

x793- 

21 

Oct. 

1798. 

2 

Oct. 

1805. 

2<S 

Jan. 

1805. 

22 

Mar. 

1808. 

25 

July. 

1808. 

3X 

Oct. 

1815. 

23 

Oct. 

1817. 

5 

July. 

1821. 

1 

Nov 

1842. 

24 

July. 

x^45- 

18 

May. 

William  Chips  of  Ashampstead  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

John  Jones  and  Martha  Higgs. 

George  Bennett  and  Joane  Higgs. 

(iEOrge  North  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

John  West  and  Amy  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon. 

Edward  Higgs  and  Sarah  Quelch,  both  of  Basildon. 

1  homas  Higgs  of  Basildon  and  Elizabeth  Cotterell  of  Goring. 

John  Hamlin  and  Sarah  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon. 

Robert  Barnard,  widower,  and  Martha  Higgs,  widow,  both 
of  Basildon. 

Nathaniel  Crrsweli.  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon, 
by  licence. 

Robert  Goee  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

John  Bradeord  of  Midgham,  Clerk,  and  Mary  Higgs  of  Basil¬ 
don,  by  licence. 

{Note. —  Ibis  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Adam  Higgs  of  Cold 
Ash  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham  by  Mary  Lawrence,  his  wife. 
Apparently  from  this  entry  she  was  residing  in  Basildon  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage,  and  possibly  was  brought  up  in 
Basildon  by  relatives  when  her  father  became  a  widower  in 
September,  17 bb,  left  with  six  young  children.— W.  M.  H.) 

John  Hansom  and  Mary  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon,  by  licence. 

Nathaniel  Higgs,  bachelor,  and  Mary  Penn,  both  of  Basildon, 
by  licence. 

George  Evans  and  Jane  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

George  \\  ise.  and  Sarah  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

Edward  Hanwood  and  Mary  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon,  by 
banns. 

I  homas  Angel  and  Patience  Higgs,  by  banns. 

(Mote.--  Patience  was  another  daughter  of  Adam  Higgs  of 
(  old  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  by  Mary  Lawrence, 
his  wife.  It  is  strange  that  both  these  sisters,  Mary  and 
Patience,  should  have  been  married  away  from  Thatcham. 
Their  grandfather,  James  Higgs,  was  of  That  chain  — 
W.  M.  11.) 

James  Adey  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

Joseph  Henwood,  bachelor,  and  Hannah  Higgs,  both  of 
Basildon,  by  banns. 

John  Smith  of  Burghlield,  bachelor,  and  Mary  Higgs  of  Basildon, 
by  licence. 

David  Albury  and  Sarah  Higgs,  both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

John  Erewman,  bachelor,  and  Charlotte  Higgs,  spinster,  both 
of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

1  homas  Davenport,  widower,  and  Sarah  Higgs,  spinster,  both 
of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

William  Bakeikld,  bachelor,  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  spinster, 
both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

1  homas  Higgs,  bachelor,  and  Mary  Smith,  spinster,  both  of 
Basildon,  by  banns. 

John  h uli.er,  of  lull  age,  bachelor,  laborer,  son  of  James  Fuller, 
labourer,  and  Mary  Higgs,  a  minor  spinster,  daughter  of 
William  Higgs,  labourer,  both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 

William  Higgs,  of  full  age  (widower),  labourer,  son  of  John 
Higgs,  labourer,  and  Alice  Henwood,  of  full  age,  widow, 
daughter  of  Job  Nibbs,  labourer,  both  of  Basildon,  by  banns. 


Christenings,  1538-1850  : 


1538.  12  Nov. 

1539.  17  May. 

1539.  24  Jan. 


John  Higgs. 
Thomas  Higgs. 
Emin  Higgs. 


' 
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1541- 

31  Mar. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1544- 

15  May. 

Katherin  Higgs. 

L547- 

4  Nov. 

Roger  Higgs. 

1552. 

8  Oct. 

John  Higgs. 

1555. 

20  June. 

John  Higg  Son. 

I559- 

17  Feb. 

Ralfe  Higgs. 

15O0. 

26  May. 

John  Higgs. 

1560. 

24  Nov. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

1560. 

1  Feb. 

Agnis  Higgson. 

1561. 

28  Sept. 

George  Higgs. 

1562. 

2  Dec. 

Henkie  Higgs. 

1562. 

7  Jan. 

Francis  Higgs. 

r5^4- 

29  Dec. 

Stephen  Higs. 

1564. 

8  Feb. 

Roger  Higgs. 

1564- 

20  Feb. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1566. 

14  Jan. 

Gregorie  Higgs. 

1567. 

25  Mar. 

William  Higgs. 

x5  67. 

20  July. 

John  Higgs. 

I5^>7- 

9  Nov. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

1568. 

8  Aug. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

I5t)9- 

2  Oct. 

George  Higgs. 

1569- 

3  Mar. 

Joane  Higgs. 

I57°- 

19  Jan. 

John  Higgs. 

I57I- 

10  Feb. 

Joane  Higs. 

L574- 

18  April. 

Thomas  Higs. 

1 575- 

20  April. 

Joane  and  Agnis  Higs. 

1 575- 

22  May. 

Henrie  Higs. 

I575- 

28  Aug. 

John  Higs. 

1 575- 

25  Sept. 

John  Higgs. 

I575- 

25  Feb. 

Katherin  Higs. 

I576- 

14  Feb. 

Joan  Higs. 

J  577- 

19  Sept. 

John  Higs. 

15 77- 

27  Jan. 

Marie  Higs. 

x579- 

14  May. 

Edward  Higs. 

x579 

14  June. 

Thomas  Higs. 

x579- 

19  July- 

William  Higs. 

1580. 

No  register  kept  by  default  of  Thomas  Jones,  Vicar,  and  Hugh 
Richard,  Curate. 

1582. 

1  Nov. 

Roger  Higs. 

L5«3- 

17  April. 

Katherin  Higs. 

i5«4- 

17  April. 

John  Higs. 

i5«5- 

7  April. 

John  Higs. 

x5«7- 

10  Mar. 

Richard  Higgs. 

x592. 

27  Mar. 

John  Higs. 

1602. 

12  Sept. 

William  Higs. 

1602. 

21  Mar. 

Thomas  Higs. 

1604. 

14  Jan. 

Agnis  Higs. 

1605. 

25  Mar. 

Marye  Higs. 

1605. 

24  Feb. 

James  Higs. 

1607. 

8  Nov. 

John  Higs. 

1607. 

22  Nov. 

Edward  Higs. 

1608. 

1  May. 

An  Higs. 

1609. 

26  Feb. 

Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

1610. 

6  May. 

Elizabeth  Higges. 

1610. 

17  June. 

Jane  Higg. 

1612. 

29  Mar. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1612. 

14  June. 

John  Higgs. 

1613. 

21  Nov. 

Katherin  Higgs. 

1614. 

6  Nov. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1615. 

16  April. 

Dorothy  Higgs. 

1624. 

13  June. 

Thomas  Higgs. 
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1635- 

17 

May. 

1640. 

9 

June. 

1642. 

28 

July. 

1642. 

7 

Sept. 

1645. 

27 

July. 

1046. 

18 

Oct. 

1647. 

26 

Oct. 

1651. 

4 

May. 

M>53- 

25 

July. 

1655- 

25 

1  )ee. 

1656. 

3 

Aug. 

1656. 

5 

Jan. 

T>55- 

6 

Nov. 

1660. 

4 

Mar. 

I()()3. 

30 

Aug. 

1664. 

27 

Nov. 

1665. 

11 

Mar. 

Ihhf). 

4 

April. 

1670. 

7 

Oct. 

1671. 

23 

Mar. 

1672. 

24 

Feb. 

i^73- 

13 

Oct. 

11674. 

5 

May. 

1675. 

14 

Feb. 

1678. 

4 

Nov. 

1679. 

27 

Dec. 

1 68  r . 

6 

Mar. 

1682. 

19 

June. 

1683. 

1 1 

Aug. 

1  ( >84 . 

5 

Mar. 

1685. 

3 

May. 

1687. 

4 

May. 

1688. 

19 

July. 

1688. 

24 

July. 

1688. 

4 

Sept. 

1  (>89. 

19 

Dec. 

1690. 

22 

Oct. 

1690. 

1 

Jan. 

1691. 

12 

July. 

1692. 

26 

Nov. 

W93. 

11 

April. 

W94. 

20 

Feb. 

1695. 

16 

June. 

i6<)5- 

27 

Sept. 

M>95- 

2  > 

I  )ec. 

j  (>96. 

21 

Mar. 

1697. 

2 

July. 

1698. 

8 

May. 

1648. 

26 

June. 

1698. 

25 

Sept. 

1698. 

7 

Feb. 

1699. 

22 

Oct. 

P>69- 

29 

Jan. 

1699. 

29 

Dec. 

1701. 

22 

July. 

J701. 

2 

Aug. 

I7°3- 

19 

Sept. 

I7°3- 

23 

Sept. 

17°  5- 

22 

July. 

1706. 

27 

May. 

I7°7- 

if) 

Nov. 

Lenard  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Eleanor,  daughter  of  William  and  Eleanor  Higgs. 
William,  son  of  William  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  James  and  Dorothy  Higgs. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Eleanor  Higgs. 
James,  son  of  James  and  Dorothy  Higgs. 

Edward,  son  of  Edward  Hic.gs  [borne). 

William,  son  of  Edward  Higgs  [borne). 

Thomas,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

Henry,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Anne,  daughter  of  James  Higgs. 

George,  son  of  Edward  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  Lenard  Higgs  and  Mathew,  his  wife. 
Lenard,  son  of  Lenard  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  William  and  Eleanor  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Susannah  Higgs. 
Richard,  son  of  William  and  Susannah  Higgs. 

- son  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Leonard  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Susannah  Higgs. 
Edward,  son  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 
William,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of - Higgs. 

James,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Henry  and  Anne  Higgs. 

( iKOkge  and  John,  sons  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 
Sarah,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Edward,  son  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 

(No  name),  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Anne,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Anne  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Dinah,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Anne,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Edward  and  Joane  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Martha,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 
(jEorge,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Martha,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Leonard,  son  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Frances,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Joane,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Anne,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Francis  and  Mary  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  William  and  Postiiuma  Higgs. 

Henry,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  Higgs. 
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1708. 

14 

July. 

1708. 

21 

June. 

1709. 

1 

Aug. 

1709- 

6 

Nov. 

1710. 

US 

Oct. 

1711. 

12 

Nov. 

1712. 

18 

May. 

I7I3- 

3 

Nov. 

I7I4- 

29 

June. 

I7I4- 

26 

Sept. 

I7I7- 

8 

May. 

I7I7- 

16 

Sept. 

I7I9- 

12 

April. 

1720. 

28 

Mar. 

1720. 

6 

Jan. 

1721. 

12 

Nov. 

1722. 

3 

April 

1722. 

29 

Nov. 

1723- 

5 

Jan. 

1726. 

9 

Jan. 

1735- 

20 

Dec. 

1737- 

6 

June. 

1739, 

16 

Sept. 

1740. 

28 

Feb. 

1 743- 

27 

May. 

x743- 

25 

Sept. 

1 747  • 

16 

Dec. 

]747- 

4 

Jan. 

1748. 

3i 

July. 

1 75°- 

15 

Aug. 

x75°- 

2 

Dec. 

J755- 

18 

April 

1 755- 

4 

May. 

1755- 

19 

Oct. 

x757- 

15 

May. 

1 757- 

16 

May. 

x759- 

3° 

Sept. 

17(11. 

29 

Nov. 

i7()3- 

23 

Jan. 

x7(,5- 

1 1 

Aug. 

17(18. 

17 

April 

177L 

5 

Jan. 

x775- 

2 

April 

!77b. 

6 

Oct. 

l777- 

5 

Jan. 

x778- 

13 

Sept. 

x778- 

25 

Dec. 

1781. 

18 

June. 

x783- 

12 

]  unc. 

x783- 

1 

Aug. 

1784. 

28  Sept. 

1 786. 

22 

Oct. 

1790. 

7 

Mar. 

1791. 

19 

June 

179b. 

28 

Aug. 

1806. 

26 

Jan. 

1812. 

8 

Aug. 

David,  son  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs,  and  buried  two 
days  after. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Postiiuma  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Francis  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John,  a  child  “  left  in  ye  parish  ”  with  a  paper  written  to  this 
purpose:  “  The  son  of  John  Higgs — take  care  of  him 
Jonathan,  son  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs. 

Amy,  daughter  of  Francis  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry -and  Mary  Higgs. 

Ric  hard  and  David,  sons  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs. 

Edward,  son  of  George  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  James  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Higgs. 

David,  son  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs. 

Henry,  son  of  James  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  and  Ann  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  James  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Higgs. 

Hannah,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

Martha,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Francis,  son  of  William  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Martha, daughter  of  James  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Nathaniel,  son  of  John  and  Martha  Higgs. 

George,  son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Anna,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

(Note.-  This  entry  appears  on  a  half  sheet  bound  in  the 
register  between  burials  and  weddings.) 

Martha,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Jane,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Edward,  son  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Patience,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Frances  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Frances,  daughter  of  John  and  Phyllis  Higgs. 

Charlotte,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  John  and  Phillis  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Nathaniel,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Ceorge  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John,  illegitimate  son  of  Sarah  Higgs. 
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1817. 

1820. 

19  Oct. 
30  April. 

1822. 

12  Mar. 

1824. 

18  July. 

1827. 

1829. 

20  May. 
29  Nov. 

i«33- 

14  April. 

1835 

8  Nov. 

i«39 

19  May. 

Burials,  1538-1850: 


J54°- 

6  July. 

i54i- 

— — 

i54i- 

— 

I5b4- 

6  June 

L5<H- 

12  July. 

15(16. 

27  Aug. 

1567. 

13 

Mar. 

1575- 

30 

April 

I577- 

1 

Dec. 

L5/8. 

29 

Sept. 

1581. 

24 

Feb. 

1582. 

9 

Jan. 

1583- 

26 

Aug. 

1585. 

20 

Sept. 

1586. 

1 

June. 

1587. 

10 

Dec. 

1590. 

29 

Aug. 

1590. 

2  7 

Dec. 

L894- 

22 

Bob. 

L59(>- 

10 

Feb. 

1598. 

7 

July. 

1598. 

2  7 

Jan. 

1606. 

20 

May. 

1609. 

23 

April. 

1611. 

17 

May. 

161 1. 

11 

Oct. 

1616. 

4 

July. 

1619. 

21 

April. 

1623. 

3i 

Oct. 

1624. 

30 

Dec. 

1632. 

7 

Sept. 

i<>33- 

28 

Nov. 

Fj33- 

20 

Dec. 

Richard,  son  of  William  and  Martha  Higgs,  born  15  Sept. 
Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Martha. 
Horn  6  April. 

Ann,  daughter  of  William  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Martha  Born 
2  Mar. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Martha. 

Born  14  June. 

John,  son  of  John  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Mary.  Born  22  April. 
William,  son  of  William  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Martha.  Born 

22  Oct. 

Joseph,  son  of  William  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Martha.  Born 

24  Mar. 

Richard,  son  of  William  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Martha  Born 
13  Oct. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  Higgs,  labourer,  and  Sarah.  Born 

23  April. 

Richard  Higgs. 

Richard  Higgs. 

Em.  Higgs. 

Richard  Higgs. 

Agnis  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

(AW.— This  was  John  Higgs  of  “  Hookend,  Basildon  ”, 
whose  will  was  proved  in  1566,  ‘Arch.  Berks  Book  K  fo  s 
— W.  M.  H.)  ’ 

Grigori e  Higs. 

Agnis  Higs. 

Katiierin  Higs. 

Margaret  Higs. 

John  Higs. 

Nicholas  Higgs. 

[Note. — His  will  was  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court 
of  Berks  in  1583,  Book  G,  fo.  377. — W.  M.  H.) 

Agnis  Higgs. 

Joane  Higs. 

Elizabeth  Higs. 

John  Higs. 

(Note. — His  will  was  proved  1588,  ‘Arch  Berks’,  Book  11 
*  fo.  297.— W.  M.  H.) 

William  Higs. 

John  Higs. 

Joane  Higgs. 

Mabell  Higgs. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

John  Higs  (alias  Jenkin  Higgs,  son  ofNicHOLAS. — W.  M.  H.) 
Henry  Higs. 

(Note. — Will  filed  in  Consistory  of  Saruin,  26  May,  1606.) 

George  Higgs. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Denis,  wife  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  the  .... 

Marie  Higgs. 

Edward  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

Agnes  Higgs. 

Walter  Higgs. 

(Note. — His  will  was  proved  ‘Arch.  Berks’,  1634  original 
— W.  M.  H.)  6 

Mary  Higgs. 
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1635. 

30 

Oct. 

163  7- 

27 

Dec. 

1O38. 

7 

Oct. 

1641. 

23 

Jan. 

1656. 

26 

Aug. 

1657- 

18 

May. 

1659. 

9 

April. 

1663. 

24 

Mar. 

1664. 

30 

Oct. 

ibyy. 

14 

Nov. 

1678. 

lb 

Aug. 

1680. 

21 

Mar. 

Ib8i. 

2 

Dec. 

1687. 

27 

Feb. 

1692. 

20 

Nov. 

I(,94- 

2 

May. 

R}94- 

20 

Oct. 

1695. 

12 

May. 

R>95- 

12 

J  uly. 

1696. 

12 

Jan. 

1(198. 

7 

June. 

1699. 

4 

Aug. 

1700. 

7 

Aug. 

1702. 

12 

Feb. 

I7°3- 

9 

Oct. 

I7°3- 

1 

Feb. 

I7°4 

15 

May. 

1704. 

1 

Jan. 

I7°4- 

5 

Feb. 

I7°5- 

3(> 

J  une. 

1706. 

9 

June. 

I7°7- 

19 

Dec. 

1708. 

ib 

July. 

1708. 

(> 

Mar. 

1709. 

30 

J  uly. 

I7°9- 

30 

Jan. 

1712. 

19 

May. 

17I3- 

15 

May. 

I7I3- 

25 

May. 

I7I4- 

6 

Aug. 

1716. 

28 

Jail. 

1717. 

8 

April. 

1719. 

3<> 

Nov. 

1 72 1 . 

22 

May. 

1722. 

20 

Dec. 

1723- 

20 

Aug. 

172  5- 

5 

June. 

1727. 

29 

April. 

1728. 

3 

■  Aug. 

1728. 

9 

Aug. 

1728. 

29 

Aug. 

U32. 

b 

Mar. 

1737- 

30 

Nov. 

L73‘Y 

3i 

Oct. 

I74I- 

28 

April. 

174I- 

20 

Sept. 

U43- 

7 

April. 

x743- 

3 

June. 

!743- 

7 

Feb. 

r744- 

25 

June. 

Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Margaret  Higges,  widow  (St.  John’s  Day). 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Higges. 

Francis  Higgs. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

The  wife  of  John  Higgs. 

George  Higgs. 

Elenor,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

Edward,  son  of  Edward  Higg.s. 

Nicholas  Higgs. 

Anne  Higgs. 

James  Higgs. 

Joane  Higgs,  widow. 

Dinah,  daughter  of  Edward  Higgs. 

Leonard  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

Eleanor,  wife  of  William  Higgs. 

Dorothy  Higgs,  widow. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Henry  Higgs,  buried  at  Pangbourne  ; 
5  June. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  James  Higgs. 

Eleanor,  wife  of  William  Higgs. 

Joan,  wife  of  Edward  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Edward  Higgs. 

Martha,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

“  Old  William  Higgs  of  Hookend.” 

Martha  Higgs. 

Anne,  daughter  of  Henry  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

David,  son  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs. 

William  Higgs. 

Ann,  wife  of  Henry  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

Edward  Higgs. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 
William  Higgs. 

Richard  and  David,  sons  of  Leonard  and  Mary  Higgs. 
William  Higgs. 

William  Higgs. 

Frances  Higgs. 

David,  son  of  William  and  Posthuma  Higgs. 

Ann  Higgs. 

George  Higgs. 

Katherine  Higgs,  widow. 

James  Higgs,  senior,  and  James  Higgs,  junior. 

Mary,  wife  of  Leonard  Higgs. 

Leonard  Higgs  (shepherd). 

Sarah  Higgs,  widow. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  widow. 

William  Higgs. 

William  Higgs. 

Jonathan  Higgs,  infant. 

Dinah  Higgs. 

Jonathan  Higgs  of  Pangbourne. 

Martha  Higgs. 

Francis  Higgs,  infant. 

George  Higgs. 


died 
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1745- 

26  Jan. 

Francis  Higgs. 

1749- 

30  Jan. 

Mary  Higgs. 

I75°- 

27  Mar. 

Mary  Higgs. 

J7 52. 

7  J^n. 

John  Higgs. 

1753- 

29  May. 

William  Higgs. 

I754- 

2  Feb. 

Posthumor  Higgs. 

1754- 

2  June. 

Alise  Higgs. 

1755- 

4  June. 

James  Higgs. 

1755- 

29  Dec. 

Martha  Higgs. 

1759- 

6  May. 

Mary  Higgs. 

1762. 

18  Feb. 

Anna  Higgs,  infant. 

I7^>3- 

23  Jan. 

Hannah  Higgs. 

I7^,4- 

30  Dec. 

Richard  Higgs. 

1772. 

29  April. 

William  Higgs. 

I773- 

8  Jan. 

Ann  Higgs. 

I774- 

17  Jan. 

Martha  Higgs. 

1 777- 

13  July. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

J77 9- 

10  Nov. 

John  Higgs. 

x7^4- 

26  Aug. 

Francis  Higgs. 

178b. 

23  Oct. 

- - Higgs  were  buried  (twins). 

1789. 

1  Aug. 

David  Higgs. 

J794- 

29  May. 

Edward  Higgs. 

1801. 

13  Feb. 

Mary  Higgs. 

1806. 

4  June. 

John  Higgs. 

1807. 

27  Mar. 

Hannah  Higgs. 

1814. 

16  Oct. 

Mary  Higgs  of  Basildon,  Wood  Green,  aged  46  years. 

181b. 

11  Dec. 

Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Wood  Green,  aged  63  years. 

1820. 

9  Nov. 

Richard  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  3  years. 

1821. 

24  April. 

George  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  63  years. 

1824. 

15  Dec. 

John  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  69  years. 

1827. 

11  Nov. 

John  Higgs,  of  Basildon,  aged  77  years. 

1835. 

22  April. 

Sarah  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  15  years. 

I835- 

30  May. 

Joseph  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  2  years. 

1837. 

27  Sept. 

Ann  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  15  years. 

1839. 

20  Jan. 

Martha  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  45  years. 

J«43- 

18  June. 

Caroline  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  1  year. 

1847. 

18  Aug. 

Alice  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  50  years. 

1  849- 

1  Dec. 

William  Higgs  of  Basildon,  aged  56  years. 

Bisham 

Parish  Registers  (Extracts  ;  not  complete  from  commencement). 

Baptisms, 

1614-1666. 

(These  registers  commence  in  1560.) 

1614. 

19  Feb. 

Simon,  son  of  Oliver  Higgs. 

1615. 

30  Aug. 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  John  Higgs. 

it)  ib. 

22  Dec. 

John,  son  of  Oliver  Higgs. 

ib53- 

24  Sept. 

Katherine,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

ib(>3. 

8  Nov. 

John,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

i()b(). 

9  Aug. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Burials,  if 

>25-1676. 

1(125. 

30  Aug. 

Dorothy  Higgs. 

1  667. 

it)  Jan. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

1676. 

16  Oct. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

(Note. — In  the  Consistory  Court  of  Sariun  (vide  Calendar  of  Higgs  family 
wills  filed  in  this  Court)  is  that  of  Lettice  Higgs  of  Bisham,  14  November,  1692). 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BLOWBERRY  (OR  BLEWBERRY),  CO.  BERKS. 

Apparently  the  first  Higgs  to  settle  in  Blewbury  was  William  Higgs  of  Streatley, 
Co.  Berks,  which  place  is  just  across  the  Thames  from  Goring,  Oxon,  Streatley  between 
Basildon  and  Moulsford  on  the  Berkshire  side  of  the  river. 
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William  Higgs  of  Streatley  had  land  at  Blowberry  (or  Blewbury)  (with  which 
parish  is  incorporated  that  of  Upton,  Berks),  a  village  lying  to  the  south  of  Walling¬ 
ford  and  not  far  from  Cholsey.  By  his  will  proved  in  1626  (‘Arch.  Berks’,  M,  fo.  105) 
William  Higgs  of  Westridge,  in  the  parish  of  Streatley,  left  to  his  son  1  homas  Higgs 
his  lands  in  Upton  Parish  of  Blewberry.  This  William  Higgs  had  a  brother  of  the  same 
name  (as  frequently  occurred  at  this  period)  living  at  Hampstead  Norris,  a  village  at  on 
great  distance  from  Thatcham.  These  William  Higgses  were  probably  sons  of  Richard 
Higgs  (a  brother  of  Griffith  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  who  was  buried  at  Westridge  in 
1578).  Richard  Higgs  of  Westridge  was  a  cousin  of  John  Clarke,  Gentleman  and 
Armiger,  of  Ardington,  Co.  Berks,  as  stated  in  his  will,  and  also  of  1  homas  Higgs  of 
Whitchurch,  in  Oxfordshire.  So  here  we  see  a  definite  relationship  between  the 
Higgses  of  Streatley,  the  Higgses  of  Blewberry,  the  Higgses  of  Hampstead  Norris, 
and  the  Higgses  of  Whitchurch  ;  and  as  Thomas  Higgs  of  Blewberry  had  a  brother 
John  Higgs  of  Westridge  who,  in  his  will  proved  in  1665  (original  Berkshire  will), 
mentions  his  kinsman  Richard  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead  Bannister,  Co.  Berks,  a  further 
relationship  is  established  to  the  Higgs  family  ol  that  place.  Prom  the  Blewbeiry 
and  Upton  Parish  Registers  we  find  the  following  entries  : 


Baptisms  : 

Upton — 

1628. 

24  Aug. 

William,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Anne,  his  wife. 

1632. 

16  Sept. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

1  (>36. 

()  Sept. 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Dorothy,  his  wife. 

Blewberry- 

1782. 

24  Mar. 

Anna  Maria,  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and  Anna  Maria  Higgs. 

Burials  : 

Upton — - 

1638. 

16  July. 

William,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

1669. 

22  jail. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Blewberry  - 

175S. 

2  Jan. 

Catherine  Higgs. 

Marriages 

■ 

1774 

4  Oct. 

Mary  Higgs  of  Upton,  spinster,  to  William  Armstrong  of 
East  Hagborn,  Berks.  Witnesses  :  John  Higgs  and  Frances 
Child. 

177S. 

25  Oct. 

Mary  Armstrong  (nee  Higgs)  to  John  Simes  of  West  Hagborn, 
Co.  Berks.  Witnesses  :  John  Higgs  and  William  P'kuin. 

Thomas  Higgs,  who  was  buried  at  Blewberry,  22  January,  1669,  had  a  son  Tobias 
Higgs,  yeoman,  of  Blowberry.  This  Tobias  Higgs,  from  his  will  proved  in  1699  (P.C.C. 
“  Pett  ”,  fo.  1^3),  apparently  died  without  issue.  Plis  brother  Thomas  Higgs  is  the  only 
Higgs  mentioned  by  him  in  his  will.  The  will  is  witnessed  by  one  Latiiews  Corderay. 
The  name  of  Baron  (James  Baron,  the  younger)  appears  in  the  will. 


THE  CORDEROY  FAMILY. 

A  branch  of  the  family  of  Corderay,  or  Corderoy,  which  has  so  frequently  inter¬ 
married  with  various  branches  of  the  family  of  Higgs,  was  long  seated  at  Blewberry 
(which  is  but  nine  miles  from  Chieveley,  close  by  Thatcham).  Justus  Corderoy,  of 
Blewberry  Mills  (son  of  Joseph  Corderoy  of  that  place,  by  Mary  Ann  Strong,  his  wife, 
and  grandson  of  Thomas  Corderoy,  also  of  Blewberry  Mills,  by  Martha  Strong,  his 
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wife)  married  in  1851  a  daughter  of  Stephen  Rumsey  of  Chilton,  Co.  Berks,  by  Sarah 
hREwiN  Higgs,  his  wife.  Sarah  Fkewin  Rumsey  {nee  Higgs)  was  the  daughter  of 
William  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  by  Martha  (Frewin  ?)  his  wife,  and  she  was  a 
srster  of  William  Higgs  (baptized  at  South  Stoke,  10  November,  1822,  who  became  the 
father  of  Mr.  I  homas  Higgs,  building  contractor,  of  Goring,  Oxon),  of  Thomas  Frewin 
IHggs  (baptized  at  South  Stoke  13  January,  1807,  and  buried  there  25  September 
1848),  and  of  John  Higgs  (baptized  at  South  Stoke  20  June,  1813).  She  was  also  a 
sister  of  Martha  Higgs,  who  married  William  Higgs  of  North  Stoke.  (Vide  Pedigree 
of  Higgs  Family  of  Goring-on-Thames,  Oxon.) 


J.M  MILLER 

May  6. 1915. 

H THOMPSON  M  A 
May  9, 1915. 

A. S;  CLARKE 
Juno  6, 1915. 

E.S  CHANDLER. 

February  14,  1916. 

T.H  WHARTON 
July  16,1916. 
C.THOMPSONBSc 

September  3, 1910. 

H.NORTHCROFT 
October  22.  1916. 

E  C  CHESHIRE 
May  3.  1917 
RWC  NORTMCROFT 
Jujy  31,  1917 


G.A  CURNOCK 
Aucjust  14,1917. 
W.E  COR  DE  ROY 
October  9.  1917. 

AH.  VINSON 
April  22,1918. 

G-  NASH 
May  7,  1918. 

S. J  MARSHALL 

Aut)usi8, 1918 
R  O.C. MACDONALD 
Aucjusl  10,  1918 

F,  COTE  LEE 
Oclo)berl0,1918. 
H,C.  HICCS 
April  4,  1919. 


GREATER  LOVE  hath  no  man  than  this 
THAT  A  MAN  LAY  DOWN  HIS  LIFE 

FOR.  HIS  FRIENDS,’ 


B>'AMSHAW-I9l5 


Justus  Corderoy  of  Blewberry  Mills  had  no  less  than  eight  sons  :  Joseph,  William, 
Horace,  Justinian,  Justus,  Julius,  Laelius  and  Fdgar  Corderoy.  Their  great¬ 
grandfather,  Thomas  Corderoy,  of  Blewberry  Mills,  was  of  the  seventh  generation  of 
Corderoy  or  Corderay  living  at  Blewberry  Mills  (nine  miles  from  Chieveley,  twelve 
miles  from  Henwick  and  five  miles  from  South  Stoke). 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Samson  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham, 
Co.  Berks,  married  Ann,  the  daughter  of  George  Corderoy  of  Thatcham,  by 
Martha  Northway,  his  wife.  17  October,  1780,  at  Oare  Chapel-of-Fase,  parish 
of  Chieveley,  Berks.  This  George  Corderoy  was  the  son  of  George  Corderoy 
oi  Hermitage,  in  the  parish  of  Chieveley,  by  Sarah,  his  wife,  and  was  born 
17  February,  1733.  Chieveley  was  formerly  a  part  of  the  parish  of  Hampstead 
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Norris,  Berks,  a  village  to  the  south  of  Blewberry,  and  there  is  every  possibility  that 
George  Cordero y  of  Hermitage,  in  the  parish  of  Chieveley,  was  a  descendant  of  the 
Corderoy  family  living  at  Blewberry  Mills,  and  that  they  in  turn  were  a  branch  of  the 
ancient  family  of  Corderoy  long  seated  at  Chute  in  Wiltshire.  The  name  is  spelt 
in  many  different  ways,  such  as  Corderoy,  Corderay,  Cordrey,  Cordray,  Corderey, 
Cowderoy,  Cowderay,  Cordery,  Cordary,  Couldrey,  etc.,  etc. — families  originating 
from  a  common  Norman  baronial  stock,  which  has  spread  over  many  counties  in  the  course 
of  centuries,  and  found  in  many  social  spheres  :  large  land  owners,  yeoman  farmers, 
tradesmen  and  labouring  classes.  The  family  at  Chute  bore  arms  “  Sable,  a  chevron 
between  two  mullets  in  chief,  and  a  lion  passant  in  base  ducally  crowned  Or,  all  within 
a  bordure  argent  ”,  whilst  some  in  Berkshire  used  "  Sable,  a  chevron  Or  between  two 
mullets  in  chief  of  the  last  and  a  lion  passant  in  base  argent,  crowned  Or  ”  with  the 
crest  of  ”  A  human  heart  gules,  ducally  crowned  Or  ”  (the  crown  resting  on  the  heart, 
not  above  or  over  it. — W.  M.  II.). 

This  crest  has  been  in  use  by  the  Corderoy  family  descended  from  George 
Corderoy  of  Hermitage  in  the  parish  of  Chieveley. 

Another  branch  spelling  their  name  Cordrey  use  arms  “  Or,  on  a  bend  azure  three 
lions’  heads  erased  of  the  field  ”,  whilst  the  Cowdreys  family  of  Berkshire  use  “  Gules 
thirteen  billets  Or,  4,  4,  3  &  2  ”. 

In  1529  a  John  Corderoy  became  Abbot  of  Chertsey,  Co.  Surrey,  and  in  Broyley’s 
‘  History  ’  of  this  county,  a  very  interesting  record  is  given  of  this  member  of  the 
Corderoy  family. 


THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  GEORGE  CORDEROY  OF  THATCHAM  AND  MARTHA 

NORTH  WAY,  HIS  WIFE. 


As  recorded  in  Chapter  VI,  George  Corderoy,  son  of  George  and  Sarah  Corderoy 
of  Chieveley,  Berks,  was  baptized  at  Chieveley  17  February,  1733.  On  23  January,  1765, 
he  married  at  Thatcham  Parish  Church,  Martha,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Nortiiway 
(churchwarden  of  Thatcham  in  1750),  and  a  grand-daughter  of  Oswald  Northway, 
yeoman,  at  Henwick,  in  this  parish,  by  Elizabeth  Browne,  his  wife. 

George  and  Martha  Corderoy  had  one  son  and  three  daughters  : 


1.  George  Corderoy  (of  whom  later),  baptized  24  December,  1 7<>9- 

(1)  Ann,  baptized  2(>  September,  1 7G5 ,  and  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Ann,  baptized  15  September,  1767,  and  married  at  Oare  Chapel-of-Ease  in  the  parish 

of  Chieveley,  Berks,  17  October,  1789,  Samson,  son  of  Adam  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash, 
in  the  parisli  of  Thatcham. 

(3)  Mary,  born  in  1768,  who  died  in  infancy  and  was  buried  at  Thatcham  28  May,  1769. 


The  son  of  George  Corderoy  followed  his  father’s  occupation  as  a  local  builder, 
and  later,  leaving  Thatcham,  settled  in  Lambeth,  London,  where  he  attained  a  responsible 
position  as  manager  to  a  large  firm  of  Government  contractors  carrying  on  business  in 
Belvedere  Road,  Lambeth,  or  as  it  was  then  known,  as  ”  Pedlar’s  Acre  ”.  He  married 
20  March,  1791,  a  widow,  Mary,  the  former  wife  of  John  Downing,  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary,  Lambeth,  and  whose  maiden  name  was  Newberry,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  a  large  family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  George  Corderoy,  born  14  June,  1794  (of  whom  later). 

2.  William  Corderoy,  born  (>  July,  1801.  He  married  24  May,  1824,  Mary  Downing 

(who  was  born  1  December,  1792,  and  died  2  December,  1857)  and  dying  10  March, 
i8(x),  left  by  her  two  children  : 

1.  George  Corderoy,  born  22  May,  1835.  Married  25  August,  1858,  Lydia, 
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daughter  of  Elias  Neel  of  Jersey  (she  was  born  28  April,  1831),  by  whom  he 
had  six  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  George  Corderoy,  born  n  July,  1859.  Married  29  October,  1900,  Lydia, 

daughter  of  — —  de  Moulpied  (she  was  born  28  October,  1879),  and 

dying  3  March,  1923,  left  by  her  five  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  George  Corderoy,  born  10  September,  1901. 

2.  Edward  Corderoy,  born  2  November,  1902. 

3.  William  Corderoy,  born  4  February,  1904. 

4.  Stephen  Corderoy,  born  8  March,  1906, 

5.  Oliver  Corderoy,  born  5  April,  1920. 

(1)  Stella,  born  2  January,  1911. 

2.  Will  1  am  Corderoy,  born  10  September,  i860. 

3.  John  Corderoy,  born  8  February,  1862. 

4.  Edward  Corderoy,  born  11  August,  1863. 

5.  Atiielstane  Corderoy,  born  10  June,  1866.  He  married  Gertrude, 

daughter  of - -  Hamley  of  Buckfastlagh,  by  whom  he  had  issue. 

6.  Harold  Corderoy,  born  29  August,  1867. 

(1)  Lydia,  who  married  Thomas  Kirkup  and  had  issue. 

(2)  Mary  Corderoy,  born  20  December,  1868  ;  died  6  May,  1870. 

Northcroft  Family. 

(1)  Mary,  born  1  February,  1833.  She  married  28  December,  1856,  Henry  1  homas, 
son  of  William  Northcroft  of  Chalfont  St.  Giles  (he  was  born  23  November, 
1814),  and  by  him  had  three  sons  and  five  daughters  : 

1.  Henry  Northcroft,  born  30  December,  1855.  He  married  Ada  Perry, 

and  by  her  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Pekcivale  William  Corderoy  Northcroft,  2nd  Lieut.  3rd  Batt.  Rifle 

Brigade.  Killed  in  action  3r  July,  1917,  in  France. 

2.  Alfred  George  Corderoy  Northcroft.  During  the  World  War  he 

held  a  Commission  in  the  R.G.A.,  B.F.F. 

(1)  Rosemary  Corderoy  (Northcroft).  She  served  during  the  World  War 
on  the  W.R.A.  Volunteer  Reserve. 

Henry  Northcroft  was  a  Captain  in  the  Marylebone  Volunteers,  and 
was  killed  in  action  during  the  World  War  22  October,  1916. 

2.  William  Northcroft. 

3.  George  Northcroft,  L. I). S. England,  D.D.S.  Served  during  the  World 

War  at  the  1st  London  Military  Hospital.  Born  8  July,  1869. 

(1)  Mary  (Northcroft),  born  September,  1857.  She  married  Arthur  Bout- 

wood. 

(2)  Fanny  (Northcroft),  born  March,  1859. 

(3)  Jessie  (Northcroft),  born  14  February,  1861,  died  13  May,  1877. 

(4)  Kate  (Northcroft),  born  25  January,  1866.  She  married  Charles  Gibbs 

and  had  issue. 

(5)  Nellie  (Northcroft),  born  21  September,  1867. 

Corderoy  Family-  eont.  : 

3.  John  Corderoy,  born  5  March,  1804.  He  married  1  July,  1828,  Hannah  Maria 
Kittle,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  John  Kittle  Corderoy,  born  1  January,  1832.  He  married  Honor  Williams, 

daughter  of - Matthews  of  St.  Ives,  Co.  Cornwall,  10  August,  1855,  by 

whom  he  had  four  sons  and  eight  daughters  : 

1.  John  Matthews  Corderoy,  born  15  August,  1839. 

2.  Alfred  Edward  Corderoy,  born  26  October,  1865. 

3.  Daniel  William  Corderoy,  born  7  December,  1866. 

4.  George  Oswald  Corderoy,  born  17  May,  1892. 

(1)  Sophia  Mary,  born  12  August,  1856.  She  married  William  Kidger,  son  of 

-  Glover  of  Blean  (?). 

(2)  Honor  Maria,  born  3  July,  1858.  Married  18  September,  1880,  Joseph  Reid 

Broadhead,  by  whom  she  had  issue. 

(3)  Gertrude  Alice,  born  16  March,  1861. 
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(4)  Harriet  Emma,  born  14  October,  1862.  She  married - Macdonald 

of - ,  by  whom  she  had  issue. 

(5)  Esther  Martha,  born  14  January,  1864.  She  married  a  Mr.  Tope  and  had 

issue. 

(6)  Margaret  Ellen,  born  5  July,  1868.  She  married - Macdonald 

(who  was  killed  in  the  Chinese  Boxer  Rising),  by  whom  she  had  issue. 

(7)  Agnes  Edith,  born  30  August,  18(19.  She  married  William  Edward  Parkin, 

by  whom  she  had  a  son  Ronald  Parkin  and  a  daughter  Honor. 

(8)  Plorence  Emily,  born  18  February,  1871.  She  married  a  Mr.  Broomiiall 

and  has  issue. 

(1)  Hannah  Sophia,  born  4  April,  1830. 

(2)  Maria  Cotes,  born  20  August,  183b.  She  married  12  March,  1862,  William,  son 

of  James  Cheshire,  of  Surbiton-on-Thames,  Co.  Surrey — (he  was  born  ib 
March,  1837,  and  died  18  October,  1915)— and  by  him  had  eight  sons  and  six 
daughters  : 

Cheshire  Family  of  Surbiton,  Co.  Surrey. 

1.  \Y  1  lit  am  Corderoy  Cheshire,  born  3  July,  1864.  He  married  23  June,  1892, 

May  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  Mills  of  Fairford,  Co.  Gloucester,  by 
whom  he  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  John  Ernest  Cheshire,  born  io  April,  1896.  He  married  and  has  issue. 

During  the  World  War  he  served  with  the  Australian  Imperial  Forces. 

2.  h rederick  Gordon  Cheshire,  born  12  September,  1903. 

3.  Leslie  Corderoy  Cheshire,  born  20  May,  1906. 

(1)  Plorence  Mabel  (Cheshire),  born  29  August,  1894. 

(2)  Lilian  May  (Cheshire),  born  15  March.  1898. 

2.  John  Corderoy  Cheshire,  born  28  January,  1866.  He  married  Plorence 

Hasledean,  daughter  of  Frank  W.  Diggons  of  Islington,  London— (she 
was  born  27  September,  1866) — and  18  July,  1894— by  her  has  issue. 

3.  Edward  James  Cheshire,  born  16  July,  18O7.  He  married  3  September, 

1892,  Kate  Marian,  daughter  of  Alfred  Wiles,  of  Sutton,  Co.  Surrey 
(she  was  born  13  November,  1871),  and  by  her  had  issue  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  : 

1.  Eric  Corderoy  Cheshire,  born  29  August,  1895.  He  held  a  Commission 

in  the  4th  Royal  Fusiliers,  and  was  killed  in  action  in  France  3  May,  1917. 

2.  Kenneth  John  Cheshire,  born  28  October,  1901. 

(1)  Muriel  (Cheshire),  born  25  November,  1897.  She  married  2  November, 

1921,  Charles  Austen,  son  of  John  H.  Narbetii,  Esq.,  C.B.,  etc. 

(2)  Margaret  Gwf;nneth  (Cheshire),  born  8  July,  1906. 

(3)  Dorothea  Kathleen  ((  hesiiire),  born  —  July,  1910. 

4.  ( iEORge  Herbert  Cheshire,  born  12  October,  i8b8.  He  married  9  June, 

1891,  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Norkett,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons 
and  four  daughters  : 

1.  John  Norkett  Cheshire,  born  4  April,  1892.  He  married  17  October, 

HAT  J essie  Duval,  daughter  of  William  Ockenden  of  Cheam,  Co. 
Surrey  (she  was  born  13  April,  1889). 

2.  George  Arthur  Cheshire,  born  2  June,  1899. 

(1)  Kathleen  Mary  (Cheshire),  born  3  March,  1893. 

(2)  Margaret  Joyce  (Cheshire),  born  17  June,  1894,  died  14  June,  1895. 

(3)  Hilda  Corderoy  (Cheshire),  born  20  October,  1901. 

(4)  Pwelyn  Mildred  (Cheshire),  bom  4  November,  1903. 

5.  Charles  Henry  Cheshire,  born  29  September,  1869,  died  5  December,  1899. 
(>.  P.RNEST  PIoward  Cheshire,  born  12  April,  1871.  He  married  13  September, 

1902,  Blanche  Harriet,  daughter  of  Henry  Malpas  of  Carshalton,  Co. 
Surrey  (she  was  born  6  December,  1874),  and  by  her  had  issue  two  sons  : 

1.  Ernest  Corderoy  Cheshire,  born  7  November,  1903. 

2.  Leonard  John  Cheshire,  born  2  P'ebruary,  1913. 

7.  Arthur  P-dward  Cheshire,  born  8  April,  1872,  married  8  October,  1904, 

Pjlizabeth  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  James  Parkin  of  Sutton,  Co.  Surrey 
(she  was  born  16  April,  1871). 

8.  Prederick  Iiiomas  Cheshire,  born  31  July,  1S74,  died  28  P'ebruary,  1876. 
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Chandler  Family. 

(i)  Maria  Cordkroy  (Cheshire),  born  12  March,  1863,  married  21  March,  1883, 
George  son  of  George  Chandler  of  Sutton,  Co.  Surrey.  (He  was  born 
18  January,  1852,  and  died  18  May,  1896.)  By  him  she  had  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  : 

1.  Frederick  George  Chandler,  F.R.C.PJLond.),  M.A.,  M.DJCamb.), 

R.A.M.C.,  Captain  during  the  World  War.  He  was  born  25  July,  1885, 
and  married  4  February,  1919,  Margery,  daughter  of  Frederick  Raimks 
of  Stockton-on-Tees — -(she  was  born  5  April,  iS95)-"-and  by  her  has  one 
son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Geoffrey  Chandler,  born  15  November,  1922. 

(1)  Margaret  Raimes  (Chandler),  born  12  July,  1920. 

(2)  Flizahf:tii  Ann  (Chandler).  ^  , 

Dr.  Frederick  George  Chandler  is  Physician  to  St.  Bartholomew  s 
Hospital,  London  (1933),  an(l  the  City  of  London  Chest  Hospital. 

2.  Fdvvin  Spencer  Chandler,  born  25  June,  1895.  Held  a  Commission  in 

the  10th  Sherwood  Foresters  during  the  World  War,  and  was  killed  in 
action  in  France  14  February,  191b. 

Quibell  Family  of  Newark. 

(1)  Kate  Amelia  (Chandler),  born  12  February,  1884.  She  married  25 

October,  1905,  Ernest  Hall,  son  of  F.  O.  Quibell  of  Newark,  by  whom 
she  has  three  sons  : 

1.  Thomas  Henry  Hall  Quibell,  born  18  July,  1907. 

2.  Philip  Quibell,  born  10  July,  1910. 

3.  Noel  Oliver  Quibell,  born  22  December,  1911. 

Chandler  Family— cont. : 

(2)  Aletiiea  Edith  (Chandler),  born  6  July,  1888.  She  married  11  October, 

1911,  Percy  Duncan  (son  of  Thomas  Edward)  Sykes  of  Huddersfield. 
B.A.,  by  whom  she  has  a  son  : 

1  Edwin  Leonard  Sykes,  born  1  May,  1914. 

(3)  Hilda  Mary  (Chandler),  L.R.A.M.,  born  24  February,  1890.  She 

married  27  December,  1917,  Wilfred  Thomas  Beswick,  M.B.,  son  of 
Thomas  Beswick  of  Buxton— (he  was  born  19  November,  1891)— and 
by  him  she  has  a  son  : 

1.  Thomas  Spencer  Leslie  Beswick,  born  24  December,  1919. 

Cheshire  Family  cont.: 

(2)  Harriet  Sophia  (Cheshire),  born  9  July,  1873. 

(})  Edith  Sarah  (Cheshire),  born  5  January,  187b,  died  14  August,  187(1. 

(4)  Florence  Emily  (Cheshire),  born  11  March,  1877,  died  11  December,  1879. 

(5)  Catherine  Elizabeth  Corderoy  (Cheshire),  born  22  October,  1878,  died 

(>  September,  1882. 

(b)  Bessie  Mabel  (Cheshire),  born  22  December,  1879,  died  15  December,  1882. 

Corderoy  Family — cont.  : 

4.  Daniel  Cordf:roy,  fourth  son  of  George  Corderoy  and  Mary  Downing,  nee 

Newbury,  born  b  April,  180b,  and  died  4  bebruary,  1808. 

5.  Joshua  Corderoy,  born  12  April,  1809.  Ob.  inf. 

b.  Edward  Corderoy,  born  8  October,  1811.  He  married  ib  May,  1839,  Sarah 
Hewson  Baron  of  Hull,  Co.  York  (born  4  August,  1808,  died  22  January,  187(1), 
and  dying  10  May,  18(15,  left  by  her  three  sons  and  live  daughters  : 

1.  Clement  Edward  Corderoy,  born  (>  June,  1844.  lie  married  25  November, 
1874,  Lucy  Brampton,  daughter  of  William  Conquest  of  London  (she  was 
born  28  January,  1844),  and  dying  in  June,  1920,  left  by  her  tluee  sons  and 
two  daughters  : 

1.  William  Edward  Corderoy,  born  21  September,  1875.  He  married  Lottie 
Coleman,  and  was  killed  in  action  with  the  Yorks  anti  Lancs  Kegiment  in 
France  9  October,  1917.  He  left  a  daughter  : 

(1)  Elsa,  born  30  September,  1905. 
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2.  Clement  Baron  Okd  Corderoy,  born  19  January,  1879.  He  married 

Marthe  -  ,  by  whom  he  has  a  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  John  Corderoy. 

(1)  Mary  Antoinette. 

(2)  Edith. 

(  lement  Baron  Ord  Corderoy  served  with  the  Royal  Army  Service 
Corps,  B.E.F.,  during  the  World  War. 

3.  John  Colley  Corderoy,  born  14  July,  1881,  died  in  1901  in  the  South  African 

War. 

(1)  Lucy  Conquest,  born  14  May,  1877.  She  married  Charles  Coleman  25 

November,  1874. 

(2)  Aimer,  born  14  May,  1877  (twin  with  her  sister  Lucy  Conquest).  She 

married  W.  M.  K.  Tucker,  who  during  the  World  War  was  Lieut. -Col. 
E.A.S.C.,  and  by  whom  she  has  three  daughters  : 

(1)  Lucy  Margaret  (Tucker),  born  23  September,  1907. 

(2)  Edith  Grace  (Tucker),  born  19  June,  1909. 

(3)  Irene  (Tucker). 

2.  George  Alfred  Corderoy,  born  9  February,  1847.  He  married  20  May,  1880, 

Emily,  daughter  of  Mr.  T.  Lee  Pilditcii  of  Frome,  Co.  Somerset — (she  was 
born  30  March,  1843) — and  by  her  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 
r.  Edward  George  Baron  Corderoy,  born  3  January,  1882. 

2.  Hewson  Laron  Corderoy,  born  26  April,  18S3. 

(1)  Helen  Marguerite  Corderoy,  born  24  July,  1884. 

3.  John  William  Corderoy,  born  7  August,  1851.  He  married  Kate  Lovell 

Daw,  daughter  of - Meadows  of  -  ,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue. 

Curnock  Family  of  Bristol. 

(1)  Sarah  Baron,  eldest  daughter  of  Edward  Corderoy  and  Sarah  Hewson 
Baron,  his  wife,  born  11  June,  1840.  She  married  13  February,  186b, 
N e hem  1  ah,  son  of  Ne H emi A 11  Curnock  of  Bristol,  Co.  Gloucester  (he  was  born 
30  March,  1840),  and  dying  9  January,  1921,  left  by  him  three  sons  and  seven 
daughters  : 

1.  Clement  Corderoy  Curnock,  born  6  July,  1868.  He  married  Mary  Asiiwin, 

by  whom  he  has  four  sons  : 

1.  George  Asiiwin  Curnock,  Lieut.,  6th  Batt.  Kiile  Brigade.  Killed  in 

action  during  the  World  War,  14  August,  1917. 

2.  Manley  Curnock. 

3.  Arthur  Clement  Curnock,  settled  in  Canada.  During  the  World  War 

he  served  with  the  153rd  Canadian  Light  Infantry. 

4.  Godfrey  Nehemiah  Curnock. 

2.  George  Corderoy  Curnock,  born  2b  August,  18(19.  He  married  23  January, 

1901,  Grace  Cook,  by  whom  he  has  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  George  Charles  Desrucay  Curnock,  born  23  December,  1909. 

(1)  Grace  (Curnock),  born  1  December,  1901. 

(2)  Rose  Magdalen  (Curnock),  born  2  June,  1905. 

3.  William  Macgregor  Curnock,  born  1872.  Ob.  inf. 

Harlow  Family. 

(1)  Mary  Baron  (Curnock),  born  16  February,  1867.  She  married  John 
Edward  Harlow,  by  whom  she  had  a  son  : 

(1)  John  Harlow,  who  married  Florence  Marriott,  by  whom  he  has 
two  sons : 

1.  John  Marriott  Harlow. 

2.  Edward  Leslie  Hari.ow,  who  served  as  Lieutenant  with  the 

222nd  Siege  Battery,  R.G.A.,  B.E.F.,  during  the  World  War. 


Curnock  Family — cont. : 

(2)  Edith  Baron  (Curnock),  born  6  July,  1868.  Ob.  inf. 

(3)  Gertrude  Annie,  born  27  December,  1875.  She  married  William  Moore. 

They  had  no  family. 
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(4)  Ella  Baron  (Curnock),  born  20  November,  1873.  During  the  World  War 

she  was  a  Sister  in  the  V.A.D.,  and  also  did  patrol  work  at  Cardilf. 

(5)  Maud  (Curnock),  born  20  November,  1873.  Ob.  inf. 

(6)  Mabel  Hewson  (Curnock),  born  26  December,  1876.  She  married  J.  W. 

Alcoc.k,  by  whom  she  has  one  daughter  : 

(r)  Ruth  (Alcock),  born  t  March,  1903. 

Bush  Family. 

(7)  Ruth  Whereat  (Curnock),  bom  16  September,  1879.  She  married  Frede¬ 

rick  Bush,  and  by  him  has  one  son  : 

1.  George  Curnock  Bush,  born  —  June,  1922. 

Corderoy  Family-  cont. : 

(2)  Edith  Mary,  second  daughter  of  Edward  and  Sarah  Corderoy,  born  10 

September,  1841. 

(3)  Emma  Fanny  (Corderoy),  born  —  November,  1862. 

Frank  Family. 

(4)  Ellen  Maria  (Corderoy),  born  25  October,  1845.  She  married  9  February, 

1869,  George  Hughes,  son  of  John  Frank  (G.  H.  Frank  was  born  14  March, 
1843),  and  by  him  she  had  one  son  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  John  Baron  Frank,  born  14  July,  1876  ;  he  married  Edith  Gundry,  by 
whom  he  has  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Joan  (Frank). 

(2)  Gundreda  (Frank). 

(1)  Ella  (Frank),  born  6  December,  1869.  She  married  Major  Edwin  M.  Bray 

(Indian  Army),  by  whom  she  has  no  issue. 

(2)  Alice  (Frank),  born  6  November,  1870.  She  married  Bernard  Ulph,  by 

whom  she  has  a  son  and  a  daughter  : 

1.  Robert  Ulpii. 

(1)  Ciceley  (Ulpii). 

(3)  Mary  Corderoy  (Frank),  born  16  November,  1874.  She  married  Albert 

Daintree  and  had  issue. 

(4)  Norah  (Frank),  born  1  July,  1883. 

(5)  Kate  Eliza  (Corderoy),  born  31  May,  1850,  died  11  December,  1855. 

Corderoy  Family — cont.  : 

(1)  Esther  Martha,  the  elder  daughter  of  George  Corderoy  of  Lambeth,  by  Mary 
Downing  {nee  Newberry),  his  wife,  was  born  11  January,  1792.  She  married 
Richard,  son  of  Richard  Nash  of  Lambeth  (he  died  1858),  and  by  him  had  three 
daughters  : 

(1)  Esther,  born  4  November,  1818,  died  28  June,  1876,  buried  at  Norwood. 
Thompson  Family  of  Cumberland. 

(2)  Mary  (Nash),  born  7  October,  1819.  She  married  at  Lambeth  Church  1  August, 

1843,  Samuel  Richard,  son  of  Richard  Thompson  of  Cumberland  (he  was 
born  21  June,  1815),  and  by  him  had  live  sons  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  Richard  Nash  Thompson,  born  26  May,  1844. 

2.  Samuel  Thompson,  born  1  November,  184b,  died  26  hebruary,  1848,  buried 

at  Norwood  Cemetery. 

3.  William  George  Thompson,  born  23  September,  1850. 

4.  Henry  Nash  Thompson,  born  9  November,  185b. 

5.  Alfred  Corderoy  Thompson,  born  7  October,  1858.  He  married  first 

Jessie  Cook,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Harold  Thompson,  M.A.(Oxon.),  born - .  During  the  World  War 

he  held  a  Commission  in  the  1st  Northamptonshire  Regiment,  and  was 
killed  in  action  in  France  9  May,  1915. 

2.  Geoffrey  Thompson,  B.Sc.,  Montreal,  Canada.  During  the  World  War 

he  served  with  the  2nd  Sappers  and  Miners,  Queen  Victorias  Own, 
Bangalore,  and  was  killed  in  France  3  September,  191b. 
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(1)  Mary  (Thompson).  She  married  Leonard  Alexander  Coon,  who 
during  the  World  War  held  a  Commission  in  the  Duke  of  Cornwall's 
Light  Infantry,  B.E.F. 

Alfred  Corderoy  Thompson  was  for  many  years  General  Manager  of 
the  Prudential  Assurance  Company,  and  latterly  was  Chairman  of  that 
Company.  He  lived  at  “  Chetnole  ”,  Oatlands  Avenue,  Weybridge,  Co. 
Surrey.  He  married  secondly  Bertha  — — .  He  died  in  1928,  aged 
seventy,  and  left  an  estate  of  the  gross  value  of  over  £108,000,  or  $543,000. 

Marshall  Family. 

(1)  Esther  Mary  (Thompson),  born  20  November,  1848.  She  married  at  South 

Hackney  Parish  Church  31  May,  1879,  Robert,  son  of  James  Nash 
Marshall  (he  was  born  20  February,  1851),  and  by  him  had  two  sons  : 

1.  Robert  Nash  Marshall.  During  the  World  War  he  served  as  Lieutenant 

in  H.M.S.  “  Moorhen  ”.  He  married  Sylvia  Lynette,  daughter  of 
James  Marshall  of  Cranleigh,  Co.  Surrey,  by  whom  he  has  two  daughters: 

(1)  Mary  (Marshall). 

(2)  Dora  Lynette  (Marshall). 

2.  Sydney  James  Marshall.  During  the  World  War  he  served  in  France 

with  the  King’s  Hussars,  and  was  killed  in  action  with  that  regiment 

8  August,  1918.  By  his  wife  Dora,  daughter  of - Chandler  of 

London,  he  left  a  daughter  Enid  (Marshall). 

Thompson  Family — cont.  : 

(2)  Emily  Lucy  (Thomson),  born  3  February,  1852,  died  21  October,  1852. 

(3)  Clara  (Thompson),  born  23  August,  1853,  died  1  September,  1853. 

(4)  Rosa  (Thompson),  born  14  October,  1854,  died  12  December,  1858. 

Nash  Family. 

(3)  Sarah  (Nash),  the  third  daughter  of  Richard  Nash  and  Esther  Martha 
Corderoy,  his  wife,  was  born  4  September,  1821,  and  died  September,  1822, 
and  was  buried  in  Lambeth  Chapel  Burial  Ground. 

Corderoy  Family— cont. 

(2)  Mary  Ann,  the  second  daughter  of  George  Corderoy  of  Lambeth  and  Mary 
Downing  (nee  Newberry),  his  wife,  was  born  13  March,  1797.  She  married 

Higgs  23  December,  1815,  Joshua,  son  of  Samson  Higgs,  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  Parish  of 
Family.  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  and  they  became  the  ancestors  of  the  family  of  Higgs 
now  settled  in  Australia  and  Tasmania  (vide  Chapter  XIV).  She  died  25  March, 
1 8(>o  (vide  Chapter  VI).  They  had  issue  three  sons  and  eight  daughters.  I  heir 
youngest  daughter  Sarah  Higgs  married  at  St.  Marks  Church,  Keunington,  Co. 
Adnams  Surrey,  24  November,  i8(>5,  John,  son  of  James  Adnams  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  palish 
Family  of  Thatcham,  Berks.  John  Adnams  was  born  at  Cold  Ash  22  October,  1839. 
of  Cold  He,  with  little  doubt,  had  an  uncle,*  John  Adnams  of  Thatcham,  as  on  31  March, 

Ash.  1829,  John  and  Ann  Adnams  of  Thatcham  baptized  their  daughter  Ann  at 
Thatcham  Independent  Chapel. 

The  family  of  Adnams  had  long  been  settled  in  the  parish  of  fhatcham,  Berks, 
and  in  and  around  Newbury,  Berks.  In  1644  Jonh  (or  Joan)  Adnam  ol  Crookham 
(parish  of  Thatcham)  was  buried  in  Thatcham  Churchyard.  On  1  July,  ibbi, 
Thomas  Adnam  and  Joane  Kember  were  married  at  Thatcham.  Coming  down 
to  the  nineteenth  century  George  Adnams  was  one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Indepen¬ 
dent  Chapel  at  Thatcham  in  1804,  and  also  one  Alfred  Adnams,  whilst  in  1803 
a  Mr.  Joseph  Adnams  was  one  of  those  who  met  at  the  Crown  Inn,  Ihatcham,  on 
21  July  to  offer  himself  for  the  Volunteer  Corps  of  Cavalry  to  be  then  raised  in 
case  of  an  invasion  by  Napoleon.  A  branch  of  this  family  owned  the  Brewery  at 
Speenliainland,  just  outside  Newbury,  and  their  brewery  stands  on  a  ]>ait  of  the 
premises  once  wholly  occupied  by  the  old  Bear  Inn.  (I  ide  Histoiy  of 
Newbury  ’,  by  Walter  Money,  F.S.A.,  1887,  fo.  340.) 

*  John  Adnams  of  Thatcham,  farmer  and  a  bachelor,  married  i«  November,  1816,  aged  twenty-one,  Ann 
1a vi. on  of  Baughurst,  spinster,  at  Banghurst,  Co.  Hants.  Josiien  1  ayi.ok,  farmer,  bondsman. 
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John  Adnams,  who  lived  at  Hungerford,  the  son  of  James  Adnams  of  Cold 
Ash,  had  by  Sarah  Higgs,  his  wife,  one  son  and  four  daughters : 
i.  John  Corderoy  Adnams,  born  20  January,  1867.  He  resided  at  Hungerford, 
and  died  there  22  June,  193.5.  By  his  wife  Jkannie  Riching  ...  he 
had  two  daughters — 

(1)  Mkkcie. 

(2)  Olive. 

During  the  World  War  John  Corderoy  Adnams  served  as  a  Special 
Constable  in  Hungerford,  and  his  wife  Jeannie  and  two  daughters  worked  in 
connection  with  the  V.A.l).  organization. 

(1)  Grace  Mary  (Adnams),  born  7  August,  i8b8,  married  Mr.  Fred  Brooks,  Manager 

of  the  West  Bank,  Newbury,  by  whom  she  has  two  daughters. 

(1)  Greta  Barker  (Brooks),  born  5  June,  1904. 

(2)  Iris  Marie  (Brooks),  born  27  July,  190b. 

(2)  Ellen  Bertha  (Adnams),  born  11  March,  1870,  died  3  June,  1882. 

(3)  Edith  Sarah  (Adnams),  born  29  October,  1871,  died  5  December,  1876. 

(4)  Ethel  Maria  (Adnams),  born  8  June,  1873.  She  married  Capt.  E.  Percy 

Dickin  (M  l).),  of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps,  who  served  with  the  British 
Expeditionary  Forces  during  the  W  orld  W  ar.  His  wife  was  also  a  war  worker 
as  a  Nursing  Sister  at  the  Auxiliary  War  Hospital. 

Corderoy  Family  cont. 

Returning  to  the  eldest  son  of  George  Corderoy  by  Mary  Downing  (nee  Newherry), 
his  wife,  namely  George  Corderoy,  born  14  June,  1794,  he  married  12  July,  1818,  at 
St.  Ann’s  Church,  Blaeklriars,  Ann  Smith  of  Bristol  (she  was  born  in  1794,  and  died  4 
May,  1862),  and  dying  b  May,  1878,  left,  by  his  first  wife  (for  he  married  secondly  Jane 
Moxon),  three  sons  successively  named  “George”,  who  all  died  in  infancy,  and  six 
daughters,  namely  : 

(1)  Ann  (Corderoy),  born  13  May,  1819.  Died  in  infancy. 

Herbert  Family. 

(2)  Mary  Mounteord  (Corderoy),  born  7  February,  1820.  She  married  in  1839 

George  Herbert  of  Mary-le-bone,  London,  and  dying  in  1842  left  by  him 
a  s<m  : 

1.  George  Herbert,  born  in  1841.  He  married  Phoebe  - - ,  and  by  her 

had  a  daughter  : 

(1)  Louisa  (Herbert),  who  became  the  wife  of  one  named  Gray. 

George  Herbert,  the  younger,  married  secondly,  11  August,  1873, 
Makgarei  Jones, .and  by  her  had  a  son  : 

1.  George  Martin  Herbert,  born  b  June,  1874. 

Higgs  Family. 

(3)  Ann  Smith  (Corderoy),  born  2b  December,  1829.  She  married  12  July,  1853, 

(  g  orge,  the  fourth  son  of  Cai  eb  I  Iiggs  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  pai  ish  of  Thatcham, 
Berks,  and  of  Mitcham  Lane,  in  the  parish  of  Streatham,  Co.  Surrey,  by  Sarah, 
daughter  of  Richard  Nash  (the  elder),  of  Lambeth,  his  wife  (vide  Chapter  XI). 

Corderoy  Family  cont.  : 

(4)  Li. ten  Phoebe  (Corderoy),  born  12  January,  1832,  died  31  October,  1834. 

(5)  Harriet  (Corderoy),  born  1  June,  1834  ;  died  in  infancy. 

Sexton  Family. 

(b)  L i.iZABETH  (Corderoy),  born  11  November,  1835.  She  married  18  September, 
iSbi,  Richard,  son  of  Richard  Sexton  of  Paddington,  London  (lie  was  born 
in  1837  and  died  20  September,  1901).  She  dying  9  December,  1912,  left  by  him 
two  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  Richard  Corderoy  Sexton.  He  married  22  September,  1895,  Harriet 
Prudence  Ash,  and  dying  9  April,  1911,  left  by  her  a  daughter  : 

(1)  Dorothy  IIktta  (Sexton),  born  b  April,  1898. 
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2.  George  Frederick  Sexton,  born  5  August,  1874.  During  the  World  War 
lie  was  Captain  in  the  3rd  Batt.  Oueen’s  Westminster  (Cadet  Battalion). 

(1)  Sarah  Elizabeth,  born  6  September,  1863. 

Aveline  Family. 

(2)  Mary  Jane  (Sexton),  born  16  May,  1869.  She  married  22  September,  1897, 

Charles  Henry,  son  of  Charles  Aveline  of  Bedford,  by  whom  she  had 
two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Charles  Aveline,  born  5  November,  1903. 

2.  George  Frederick  Aveline,  born  8  March,  1909. 

(1)  Elsie  Jane  (Aveline),  born  22  September,  1899. 

(2)  Margery  Annie  (Aveline),  born  25  December,  1906. 

(3)  Anna  Emma  (Sexton),  born  ()  June,  1870. 


Having  given  some  record  of  the  descendants  of  George  Corderov  and  Martha 
North  way,  his  wife,  the  following  list  of  marriages,  baptisms  and  bmials  extracted  fiom 
the  Thatcham  Parish  Registers,  and  those  61  other  local  parishes,  will  be  ol  interest 
and  value  to  those  connected  with  this  family.  The  various  spelling’  of  the  name  is  of 
interest  : 


M  or  riages : 


1570- 

24  April. 

i()04- 

12  Nov. 

1(105. 

17  Nov. 

i7(>5- 

3  Jan. 

1815. 

19  June. 

183b. 

17  May. 

1837- 

6  Nov. 

Baptisms  : 

i57i- 

6  May. 

1606/7. 

7  Feb. 

1(107. 

June. 

1608. 

30  Oct. 

1609. 

10  Dec. 

1611. 

17  lull). 

1612. 

5  July. 

1614. 

10  Jan. 

1614. 

1  Mar. 

1767. 

15  Feb. 

1768. 

12  June. 

1770. 

21  Jan. 

1771. 

26  1  )ec. 

177  4- 

1  July. 

1780. 

25  June. 

Burials  : 

1740. 

30  July. 

1764. 

23  May. 

I765- 

26  Aug. 

1768. 

29  Jan. 

1768. 

28  May. 

1778. 

15  Mar. 

1780. 

1780. 

30  July. 

25  June. 

1783- 

17  Oct. 

1783- 

24  Oct. 

Tiiatciiam,  Co.  Berks. 

John  Coui.drey  and  Elizabeth  Dibley. 

Robert  Cowdry  and  Margaret  Ari.ard. 

Thomas  Cordery  and  Annis  1  ull. 

George  Corderoy  and  Martha  Nortiiway. 

T.  War-ton  and  Eliza  Francks  Corderoy  of  Bucklebury. 
George  Parr  and  Harriot  Corderoy,  widow. 

Mark  Dowling  and  Clara  (or  Sarah)  Corderoy. 


Joan  Coldrhey. 

John  Corderye,  son  of  James  Corderye. 

John  Cordrye,  son  of  Robert  Cordrye. 

Wylliam  Codrye,  son  of  Thomas  Codkye. 

George  Cowdry,  son  of  Robert  Cowdry. 

Vincent  Cowdrey,  son  of  Robert  Cowdrey. 

Elizabeth  Cordrey,  daughter  of  Thomas  Corderoy. 
CoRDERAYE  SMITH,  SOU  of  ANDREWE  SMITH. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Coudrey. 

Ann,  daughter  of  George  and  Mari  ha  Corderov. 

Mary,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 

George  Corderoy,  son  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 
Sarah,  daughter  of  George  and  Mak'iha  Corderoy. 
Martha,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  and  Makiha  Corderoy. 


John  Codry,  of  Wendover,  Co.  Bucks. 

Ann  Cordrey,  spinster. 

Ann,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 

Sarah  Corderoy,  widow.  (No  doubt  the  widow  of  George 
Corderoy  of  Chievcley.) 

Mary,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 

Hannah  Corderoy. 

Lucy  Corderoy. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 
Martha,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 

Fanny,  daughter  of  George  and  Martha  Corderoy. 
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Jhe  following  tabulation  has  been  ucuuccu 
and  early  documents  and  clearly  shorn  the , 
an  authentic  descent  Jrom  the  great  nunc 


fwm  tie  Parish  bhistm 
i/ficuliy  of  establishing 
of  Spelling  encountered 


THOMAS  COR DRAY  reco/cded  among  tme  PAnrsnijeens 

as  a  JUROR  ofThatcham)  1422 
/ rom  whom  probably  descended. 

IJohnCuuuikly  cxorhey=f  Elizabeth 


CORDERY,  CORDERYE  or 
CORDFROY  ofTfATCHAM 

JJohn  ==jone  Tames  =f . 'robcrt 


CORDERY  .  CORDERYE 

who  dud 
If  was  hur. 

OUhATCHAH 
28  Jan J622 


JohnGrdrye. 

hctf)b.  dl  Ttifi  TCHAM 
7 Feb.  |6|6. 


CORDRYE 

COUDREY 

COWDRY 

or 

Cowdrey 


rJoHN 

CORDRYE 

hpl-Ot 
Thatch  am 
June 

1 607 


'George 

COWDRY 
ho  flat 
Thatcham 
IO.DEc.l609 


D  IB  LCY  of  an  olol  Thatch  ah 
family,  mar  reed,  there 
24  April  1570 

MARGARET  1 1  NONAS  =fANN(S 
ARLARD  CORDEROY  TULL 

mat 
Thatcham 

17N0V 
_  1605 

Tl  IZABETH 

haph  at  Thatch  am 
5.Juey  1612. 


mar.  af 
Thatcham 
12  Nov 
I604 


'Vincent 

COWDERY 
bagt-.  at 
Thatcham 
I7Feb.|6||. 


Joan  Colttrhey 
f  apt: at  Thatcham  6  May  1571. 

1  Elizabeth 


hopS  at 
Thatcham 

I  March. 1614. 


possibly  the  a  rices  loro/ 

GloRCE  ODRDEROYcr  CORDERY  .  ,  .  ^ 

ilfTT'tfft  AT 0  yyat  thejalheroj George  Corbe- 
KOY  ej/jC:  Ftli  1730  tv/io  came  tcTHACCHAM  I'lvdS  ?jarl5MAR.I80b 


Ciiieveley  Parish  Registers. 

Marriages,  1651-1744.  None. 

Baptisms,  1683-1744  : 

17Jr-  19  Sept.  Sarah,  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  Corderoy. 

I7JJ-  J7  Feb.  George,  son  of  George  Corderoy. 

173^-  25  June.  Anne,  daughter  of  George  Corderoy. 


Burials,  1647-1747  : 
1742.  26  May. 


George  Corderoy,  of  Hermitage,  Parish  of  Ciiieveley. 

(hole.  Originally  this  parish  was  a  portion  of  the  parish 
ol  Hampstead  Norris.)' 


Geohge  Cordery  or  Corderoy  of  Hermitage,  in  the  parish  of  Ciiieveley,  was  a 
kinsman  of  Imomas  Douglas  of  Barktiam,  Co.  Berks,  as  is  proved  from  the  will  of 
DOMAS  Douglas  dated  22  May,  1710,  and  proved  25  September  in  that  year  (‘Arch, 
er ks  ,  20/22).  1  homas  Douglas  was  a  blacksmith,  and  apparently  his  brother  Richard 
ouglas  succeeded  to  his  business  and  George  Cordery  or  Corderoy  of  Ciiieveley 
was  apprenticed  to  him,  and  Thomas  Douglas  willed  to  him  his  anvil. 

George  Corderoy  of  Ciiieveley  followed  this  trade  at  Hermitage,  and  by  his  will 
proved  m  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Berkshire  23/276,  29  June,  1742  (by  Francis  Ball 
at  Oxford),  he  left  twenty  pounds  to  apprentice  his  son  George  “  To  such  trade  as  to 
lum  and  my  executors  shall  think  proper  ”.  He  became  a  builder  and  carpenter  at 
lhatcham,  and  his  son  George  followed  the  trade  in  Lambeth,  London. 


MtoVf  H  I1"  ? “■  .*■'  ^ 
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BRAD  FI  ELD. 

I' 10m  the  parish  registers  of  Bradfield  it  is  evident  that  a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family 
was  settled  in  this  Berkshire  parish  at  an  early  date. 

A  list  of  the  Higgs  marriage  entries  here  will  be  found  at  the  close  of  Chapter  VI. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BUCKLEBURY  OR  BURGHULBURY,  CO.  BERKS. 

Bucklebury,  or  as  it  was  anciently  spelt,  Burghulbury,  is  a  Berkshire  village  situated 
about  two  miles  north  from  lhatcham.  A  Wii.i.iam  Higgs  was  living  in  this  place  in 
the  lattei  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  from  his  will,  which  was  proved  in  the  Arch¬ 
deaconry  Court  of  Berks  in  1608  (ref.  K.,  fo.  483),  it  will  be  found  that  this  family  of 
Higgs  were  related  to  those  in  Ashampstead  in  the  same  county.  William  Higgs  of 
Bucklebury  specifically  makes  mention  of  his  “cousins  ’’  William  Higgs  and  Ann 
Higgs,  the  children  of  John  Higgs  of  Giles  Court,  Ashampstead,  and  Christopher,  the 
son  of  William  Higgs  of  Ashampstead,  was  “a  godson”  of  this  William  Higgs  of 
Bucklebury.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  will  that  this  William  Higgs  of  Bucklebury 
had  any  children  of  his  own. 

In  the  next  century  we  find  one  Richard  Higgs  and  his  wife  Mary  living  in  this  place, 
and  on  20  September,  1701,  they  had  a  daughter,  Joan,  baptized  at  Bucklebury  Parish 
Chinch.  1  he  iegisters  of  this  parish  have  not  been  searched  for  all  Higgs  family  entries, 
and  might  yield  some  interesting  information  as  to  the  family  in  this  locality,  and  also 
in  connection  with  the  adjoining  parish  of  Lhatcham;  they  commence  in  1538,  whilst 
those  of  lhatcham  commence  in  1561.  In  1725  (25  February)  the  following  entry  is  to 
be  found  in  the  Bucklebury  Parish  Register  :  “  Mary  Higgs,  buried  in  woollen  ”,  and 
two  years  later,  29  July,  1728,  “  Ann  Higgs  was  buried  in  woollen’’.  It  may  be 
interesting  to  give  the  reason  for  the  statement  “  buried  in  woollen  By  a  singular 
sumptuaiy  law  in  regard  to  the  burying  of  the  dead  devised  by  the  Parliament  of  1666 
(18  and  19  Charles  II),  it  was  enacted  1  hat  after  25  March,  1667,  no  person  should  be 
butted  in  any  shirt,  shift  or  sheete  other  than  should  be  made  of  wool  only  ”,  The  provisions 
of  this  Act  were  so  strict  that  even  the  quilting  round  the  inside  of  the  coffin  and  the 
ligatme  round  the  feet  of  the  corpse  were  required  to  be  oi  woollen.  This  law  was  enacted 
loi  the  encouragement  ol  the  woollen  manufactured,  and  prevention  of  the  exportation 
of  moneys  for  the  buying  and  importing  of  linen.  The  statute  was  generally  disobeyed 
and  the  penalty  could  seldom  be  enforced,  because  an  information  could  only  be  laid  by 
those  who  were  most  interested  in  concealing  the  offence.  To  remedy  this  a  more 
stiingent  Act  was  passed  in  1878  (30  C  harles  II),  which  obliged  the  clergy  to  make  an 
entry  within  eight  days  after  the  burial  certifying  that  the  requirements  of  the  law  had 
been  complied  with.  1  he  statutes  were  finally  repealed  in  1814. 

1  he  Bucklebury  Parish  Registers  commence  in  I53l\  and  in  them  the  following  entries 
are  found  : 


M  a  tr  iages 

1610. 

— 

1  ( >  1 2 . 

30 

Mar 

1(141. 

22 

Nov 

iOfio. 

10 

Feb. 

I7-.f 

Baptisms  : 

1614. 

12 

Mar. 

1614. 

8 

May 

Richard  Higgs  and  Joan  .  .  .  (indecipherable). 

Thomas  Brown  and  Christine  Higgs. 

Richard  Higgs  and  Joan  Swaink. 

William  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  March. 

George  'Litmus  and  *Anna  Higgs. 

( *Note . — Was  this  Anna,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higgs  of 
Henwick  by  Ann  Dibley  his  wife  ?  W.  M.  H.) 


Ann,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  Higgs. 
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1 620. 

1 

Nov. 

1621. 

1 

July- 

1622. 

2 

Mar. 

1 623. 

7 

Mar. 

1624. 

11 

April 

1625. 

29 

April 

*l()27- 

2 

April 

1627. 

29 

April 

1629. 

26 

Nov. 

1632. 

9 

Sept. 

B>55- 

— 

26 

Jan. 

1701. 

20 

Sept. 

I7°3- 

ro 

Mar. 

Edward,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Richard,  son  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Christian,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Margaret,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Hknky,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Raynolde,  son  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Roger,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Robert,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Joan,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Roger,  son  of  Roger  Higgs. 

Joan,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Jane,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

(*Note. — Vide  Chapter  V,  re  Ancestry  of  Roger  Higgs  of 
Thatcham.  The  above  William  Higgs  lived  at  the  Lodge, 
Bucklebury,  whilst  Richard  Higgs  resided  at  Chapel  Row  — 
W.  M.  H.) 


Burials  : 
1654. 

24  April. 

Joan,  wife  of  Richard 

Higgs. 

1 685. 

2  Jan. 

Joan  Higgs. 

1690. 

25  Dec. 

Ann  Higgs. 

1  (>95. 

1  s  Mar. 

Richard  Higgs. 

17*5- 

25  Feb. 

Mary  Higgs,  buried  in 

woollen 

1728. 

29  July. 

Ann  Higgs,  buried  in 

woollen 

(Note. — In  the  Registers  of  St.  Lawrence  Church,  Reading, 
there  is  the  following  entry:  “  165b.  Dec.  11.  Roger  Higgs 
and  Ann  Carson  of  Btieklebury  had  their  banns  published  in 
the  Market  Place  of  Reading  ”.  This  marriage  did  not  take 
place  at  St.  Lawrence  Church,  Reading,  neither  is  there  any 
record  of  it  at  Bucklebury.  It  is  probable  that  they  were 
married  by  the  Mayor  of  Reading,  as  frequently  happened 
during  those  unsettled  times.  Roger  Higgs  baptized  ibbi 
was  no  doubt  their  son. — W.  M.  H.) 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  COLESHILL  AND  OF  RATCLIFFE,  LONDON. 

Coleshill  is  a  Berkshire  village,  close  to  the  Wiltshire  border  and  about  four  miles 
west  and  a  little  to  the  south  from  Earingdon,  and  but  four  miles  due  south  from  Lech- 
lade  in  Gloucestershire.  Coleshill  is  well  known  as  the  seat  of  a  branch  ol  the  ancient 
family  of  Pleydhll  ( vide  the  Pleydell  family,  Chapter  XV 1 1).  Thomas,  the  fifth  son  of 
William  Pleydell  of  Coleshill,  married  Anna,  daughter  of  Lhomas  Higgs  of  Cheltenham, 
Co.  Gloucester,  and  their  daughter  Fatherin'  (Pleydell)  married  at  Basildon,  Co. 
Berks,  24  June,  1588,  John  Buckeridge  of  that  place,  and  Thomas  Buckekidge,  the 
only  child  of  that  marriage,  married  Katherin,  the  daughter  of  John,  alias  “  Jenkin  ’ 
Higgs  of  Basildon.  The  Coleshill  Parish  Registers  commence  in  1559.  A  complete 
search  has  not  been  made  through t  these.  Such  a  search  would  no  doubt  decide  when 
a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  first  settled  here— in  all  probability  from  Lechlade,  or 
Northleach,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  or  from  Clanfield  in  Oxfordshire,  or  it  may  be 
from  the  family  long  seated  in  and  around  (  heltenham.  Prom  some  scanty  extracts  of 
the  eighteenth  century  taken  frrom  these  registers  it  is  apparent  that  a  branch  ol  the 
family  was  then  settled  in  the  place.  There  were,  for  certain,  two  men  ol  the  name  of 
“  Higgs  ”  living  in  Coleshill  towards  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century,  namely,  \\  H.liam 
Higgs  and  Henry  Higgs,  possibly  brothers.  William  was  born  here  in  1757,  and 
Henry  in  1771.  Henry  Higgs  married  at  Coleshill  in  1791  Elizabeth  Sayer,  by 
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whom  he  had  a  son,  William  Sayer  Higgs,  baptized  at  Coleshill  n  June,  1798,  and 
two  daughters,  Catherine  (baptized  24  October,  1792)  and  Mary  (baptized  12  July, 
I795)- 

Of  the  subsequent  descendants  of  Henry  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Sayer,  his  wife, 
no  trace  has  been  made,  but  the  following  is  an  account  of  the  descendants  of  William 
Higgs  of  Coleshill  born  in  1757.  In  1778  he  married  Miriam  Leuker,  who  was  born 
at  Coleshill  in  1760,  and  who  died  and  was  buried  there  in  September,  1827.  William 
Higgs  followed  the  trade  of  shoe-making,  and  when  he  died  in  1836  was  buried  at  Coleshill 
4  August  of  that  year.  By  Miriam,  his  wife,  he  had  five  sons  and  five  daughters,  as 
follows  : 

1.  James  Higgs  (of  whom  later). 

2.  William  Higgs,  baptized  at  Coleshill  28  October,  1787. 

3.  Richard  Higgs,  baptized  at  Coleshill  10  April,  1792. 

4.  Henry  Higgs,  baptized  at  Coleshill  30  July,  1793.  He  married,  and  by  his  wife, 

Mary,  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Richard  Higgs,  baptized  at  Coleshill  1  June,  1828. 

2.  James  Higgs,  baptized  at  Coleshill  b  June,  1830. 

(1)  Catherine,  baptized  at  Coleshill  6  July,  1834. 

5.  Thomas  Higgs,  baptized  at  Coleshill  18  November,  1803  (born  17  November). 

(1)  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  Coleshill,  15  January,  1780. 

(2)  Mary  Ann,  baptized  at  Coleshill  8  November,  1784. 

(3)  Lucy,  baptized  at  Coleshill  28  December,  1794. 

(4)  Sophia,  baptized  at  Coleshill  30  October,  179b. 

(5)  Harriet,  baptized  at  Coleshill  ib  February,  180b. 

The  eldest  son,  James  Higgs,  went  into  the  service  of  the  East  India  Company.  He 
was  born  at  Coleshill  22  February,  1784,  and  settling  at  Ratcliff,  London,  married  Sarah 
(Deal  ?),  who  came  from  Lymington  in  Hampshire.  James  Higgs,  dying  20  May,  1838, 
at  the  early  age  of  tifty-four,  left  by  Sarah,  his  wife,  a  number  of  children.  The  eldest 
son,  William  Higgs,  named  after  his  grandfather  William  Higgs  of  Coleshill,  was  born 
in  London  28  May,  1804.  He  was  baptized  at  St.  Ann’s  Church,  Westminster,  and,  like 
his  father,  lived  at  Ratcliff.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Robert  Fuller  at 
St.  Mary’s  Church,  Whitechapel,  25  December,  1829.  She  was  then  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  only  lived  until  she  was  thirty,  dying  8  April,  1838,  and  was 
interred  in  the  little  graveyard  belonging  to  Stepney  Green  Meeting  House,  one  of 
the  historic  Nonconformist  Churches  in  London.  William  Higgs  died  in  July,  1880, 
and  by  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  left  a  son,  William  Higgs,  also  of  Ratcliff,  London, 
who  was  born  29  October,  1830,  and  was  baptized  at  St.  Dunstan's  Church,  Stepney. 
He  married  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  Capt.  Frederic  William  Dalston  (a  son  of 
John  and  Susannah  Dalston)  by  Ann  Ward,  his  wife,  a  sister  of  John  Ward, 
Steward  to  the  estate  of  the  Baroness  Ashby-de-la-Zouchc  (Ann  Ward  was  born  April, 
1791,  and  died  May,  1881).  She  belonged  to  an  old  family  of  Ward  in  the  county  of 
Kent).  Sarah  Ann  Higgs  (nee  Dalston)  was  born  3  March,  1825,  and  was  baptized 
at  Old  Greenwich  Church,  it  was  at  St.  George’s  in  the  East  that  she  married  William 
Higgs  2  September,  1852.  She  died  8  January,  1882,  and  was  interred  in  the  Lower 
Hamlets  Cemetery,  where  William  Higgs  had  a  family  grave.  Her  father,  Capt. 
Frederick  William  Dalston,  was  laid  to  rest  in  1849  in  the  old  Stepney  Green  burial 
ground. 

William  Higgs  died  7  December,  1892,  and  left  by  his  wife  Sarah  Ann  four  sons 
and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Frederick  William  Dalston  HigGs,  born  16  June,  1853. 

2.  John  Fuller  Higgs,  born  27  January  1855.  He  married  at  Limehouse  Wesleyan 
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Chapel  25  December,  1880,  Catherine  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Silvester  Dowling 
and  Mary  W atkin,  his  wife  (who  was  born  20  April,  1855),  and  by  her  has  two 

1.  John  Dalston  Higgs,  born  at  Limehouse  2  October,  1881.  He  married  Hilda 

Christine  Squire  29  May,  1910,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons,  both  born  at 
Buckhurst  Hill,  C  o  Essex  : 

1.  Graham  Ward  Higgs,  born  27  March,  1915. 

2.  David  Malcolm  John  Higgs,  born  17  July,  1921. 

2.  Edward  William  Higgs,  born  at  Limehouse  6  April,  1883,  died  10  March,  11)14. 

3.  William  Edward  Higgs,  born  —  October,  1862. 

4.  Ebenezek  Alfred  Higgs,  born  21  January,  1865. 

(1)  Ann  Elizabeth,  born  22  September,  1858. 

(2)  Rose  Sarah,  born  19  October,  i860. 


Eighteenth  Century  Notes  from  the  Colesiiill  Parish  Registers. 


Marriages  : 

1755- 


1778. 


179E 


1 795- 


1829. 

Baptisms  : 

i784- 

1786. 

!787- 

1789. 

1792. 

1792. 

1 793- 

1794- 

1795- 
1796. 
1798. 
1804. 
1806. 


“  Banns  of  Marriage  between  Thomas  Moss  of  the  parish  and  Sarah  Higgs 
of  Clan  field  in  Oxfordshire  were  published  in  Coleshill  Church  on  the 
12th,  19th  &  26th  January  1755  by  me  J.  W.  Newton  Vicar." 

“  Banns  of  Marriage  between  William  Higgs  and  Miriam  Leuker,  both 
of  this  parish  were  published  in  this  parish  church  May  17^6  -4^J  ^  3ISL 

( Signed )  Wm.  Coates  for  Mr.  Swyne." 

“  Banns  of  Marriage  between  Henry  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Sayer,  both  of 
this  parish  were  {published  in  this  church  April  3rd,  10th  A  1 7 1 1 1  I79I  by 
me  Richard  Lawrence  Vicar." 

“  Banns  of  Marriage  between  Jeremiah  Higgs  and  Anne  Allen,  both  of 
this  parish  were  published  in  this  church  8th,  15th  A  22nd  February  1795  ” 

“  Banns  of  Marriage  between  William  Higgs  and  Phillis  Martin  were 
published  May  nth  1829.” 

22  Feb.  James  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs,  shoemaker,  and  Miriam, 
his  wife,  formerly  Miriam  Leuker. 

15  Jan.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

28  Oct.  William,  son  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

8  Nov.  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

10  April.  Richard,  son  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

24  Oct.  Catherine,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

jo  July.  Henry,  son  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

28  Dec.  Lucy,  daughter  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

12  July.  Mary,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

30  Oct.  Sophia,  daughter  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

u  julle.  William  Sayer,  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

18  Nov.  (Aged  one  day)  Thomas,  son  of  William  and  Miriam  Higgs. 

16  Feb.  (Aged  six  weeks)  Harriet,  daughter  of  William  and  Miriam 

Higgs. 

(Note. — These  entries  were  made  by  a  former  vicar  from 
a  Register  which  has  since  been  unfortunately  either  lost  or 
destroyed.) 


From  a  later 

1828. 

1830. 

i«34- 


Register  of  Baptisms  : 

1  June.  Richard,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Higgs. 

6  June.  James,  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  Higgs. 

6  July.  Catherine,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Higgs. 


Burials  from  1813  : 


1823. 

10 

Mar. 

1827. 

29 

Sept 

1836. 

4 

Aug. 

1843. 

2,2 

Feb. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  aged  59  years. 
Miriam  Higgs,  aged  67  years. 
William  Higgs,  aged  79  years. 
Henry  Higgs,  aged  72  years. 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  EAST  HAGBOURNE  : 

With  Scanty  Notes  upon  a  Family  of  Higgses  in  Chelsea,  London. 

The  parish  registers  of  Hagbourne  commence  in  1662.  These  have  not  been  examined 
for  references  to  the  Higgs  family,  but  according  to  the  marriage  register  ol  South  Stoke 
in  Oxfordshire  one  William  Higgs  of  Goring  married,  12  April,  1665,  Anne  Harwood 
of  East  Hagborn,  Co.  Berks,  and  settled,  with  his  wife,  in  her  native  place. 

Apparently  this  William  Higgs  died  about  1680,  as  the  goods  and  estate  of  a  William 
Higgs  of  Hagborne  were  administered  in  that  year  ( vide  Arch.  Berks,  Admons.). 

From  this  marriage  descended  a  family  of  Higgses  in  this  Berkshire  village,  yeomen 
and  local  tradesmen,  and  it  is  evident  from  the  above  that  these  Higgses  came  from  Goring 
and  were  one  and  the  same  stock  as  those  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.  In  the  list  of  Auh. 
Berks  Wills  will  be  noted  one  of  “  William  Higgs,  yeoman,  of  East  Hagbourne  in  1745  ” 
(Reg.  “24”,  fo.  68) — in  all  probability  a  son  of  the  above  marriage,  and  the  father  of  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  one  daughter — John  Higgs,  Richard  Higgs  and  William 
Higgs,  and  Mary  Higgs— from  whose  will,  proved  in  1797  (P.C.C.  Exeter  ,  fo.  93) 
the  following  information  is  gathered.  She  left  to  each  of  her  three  bi  others  £100.  Hei 
brother  William  Higgs,  yeoman,  had  by  His  wife  Sarah  the  following  family  : 


1.  John  Higgs,  eldest  son. 

2.  Nathaniel  Higgs,  to  whom  his  Aunt  Mary  Higgs  left  £100, 

3.  Richard  Higgs,  to  whom  his  aunt  Mary  Higgs  likewise  left  £100. 

4.  Thomas  Higgs. 

5.  William  Higgs. 

(1)  Sarah. 

(2)  Mary. 


There  was  a  Nathaniel  Higgs  of  East  Hagborn,  probably  an  uncle  of  the  above 
seven  children,  who  died  in  1765-  His  will  was  proved  in  that  year  (vide  Arch.  Berks 
“  25  ”,  fo.  240). 

The  Higgs  family  of  Blewbury,  Co.  Berks,  were  related  to  the  Higgs  family  of  East 
Hagborn,  and  about  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century  one  \\  illiam  Higgs  of  Blewbmy, 
said  to  have  been  an  only  child,  and  probably  a  descendant  of  the  East  Hagborn  Higgses 
— for  he  had  an  estate  in  that  place— upon  his  death  left  his  East  Hagboin  propeity 
to  his  son  Thomas  Higgs,  who  had  been  born  there.  1  his  1  homas  Higgs  mairied  Mar\ 
Lousley,  and  by  her  had  a  son,  Augustus  William  Higgs,  who  settled  in  London, 
took  his  medical  degrees,  and  practised  as  a  doctor  at  Wellington  Squaie,  Chelsea.  He 
married  and  has  a  son,  who  also  follows  his  father  s  profession,  and  was  House  Surgeon 
at  St.  George’s  Hospital,  London,  in  1905.  Augustus  William  Higgs  had  a  brother 

who  resided  at  Weybridge  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  upon  some  ancient  spoons  in  the  possession  of  I)r. 
Augustus  William  Higgs  of  Chelsea  was  engraved  this  crest  :  A  boai  s  head  with  a 
pine-apple  in  its  mouth”,  with  the  motto  ”  hide  et  hortitudine  .  Ihese  spoons  had 
descended  to  him  from  his  grandfather  William  Higgs  of  Blewbury,  but  110  crest  of 
such  a  nature  has  ever  been  legally  borne  by  any  one  ol  the  name  of  Higgs.  Ihese 
spoons  probably  came  into  this  family  by  marriage.  Strangely  enough  the  motto  is  that 
used  by  the  Higgs  family  of  Gloucestershire  and  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  also  by  the 
Barton  family.  An  Irish  branch  of  the  Barton  family  use  foi  ciest  A  boa)  s  head 
erased  p-pr.” ,  and  it  would  seem  as  though  the  pineapple  in  the  mouth  had  been  used  as 
a  mark  of  difference.  This  crest  upon  these  ancient  spoons  rather  points  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  a,  descent  from  the  marriage  of  Nicholas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  with 
Mary,  a  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Griffin  Barton,  Esqre.,  in  i55^>  though  the  Higgs 
family  of  South  Stoke  never  quartered  the  arms  of  Barton,  which  they  would  have  been 
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entitled  to  do  if  Griffin  Barton  had  been  armigerous.  He  was  a  large  landed  pro¬ 
prietor  in  Herefordshire,  Oxfordshire  and  Berkshire,  always  termed  either  “  Gentleman  ” 
01  Esquire  ,  and  through  his  grandmother  Barton  was  of  Royal  descent,  and  yet  no 
trace  of  this  family  of  Barton  having  used  armorial  bearings  has  been  found  by  the 
writer. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WEST  IIANNEY. 

lhe  villages  of  West  Hanney  and  East  Hanney;  in  this  Berkshire  parish,  lie  about 
four  miles  to  the  north  of  Wantage,  about  six  miles  to  the  south-west  from  Abingdon, 
and  about  twelve  miles  north-west  from  South  Stoke,  Oxon.  The  parish  registers  of 
West  Hanney  date  from  1565.  These  have  not  been  examined  for  Higgs  entries, 
with  the  exception  of  marriages,  which  have  been  printed  by  Messrs.  Phillimore  &  Co., 
Ltd.,  of  124,  (  hancery  Lane,  London  (1914),  and  the  following  members  of  the  Higgs 
family  were  married  at  West  Hanney  Parish  Church  : 

1565-1837  : 


1761. 

25  Jan. 

Richard  Higgs  and  Ann  Hall. 

1765- 

3 

Jan. 

John  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Hearth. 

1767. 

3 

J  tine. 

William  Higgs  and  Mary  Prior. 

!78  5- 

4 

Dec. 

Richard  Higgs  and  Mary  Belciier.  (In  pencil :  "  She  came  from 
Farringdon.”) 

J7«7- 

22 

Feb. 

Thomas  Orpwood  and  Martha  Higgs. 

1791. 

4 

Nov. 

Thomas  Hic.gs  and  Elizabeth  Witcher. 

1704. 

3 

Nov. 

John  Higgs  and  Ann  Bernard. 

1 794- 

15 

Dec. 

Robert  Higgs  and  Martha  Morgan. 

1801. 

T4 

Nov. 

Richard  Lambortii  and  Martha -Higgs. 

1820. 

26 

Nov. 

Charles  Higgs  of  West  Hanney  and  Hannah  Hatton  of  East 
Hanney.  (Note  written  in  pencil  :  “  Went  to  America.”) 

1832. 

6 

Aug. 

William  Dunsdon  and  Eliza  Higgs. 

1836. 

23 

July. 

James  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Tombs  of  East  Hanney. 

lhe  above  comprise  all  the  Higgs  family  marriages  in  West  Hanney  between  1565 
and  1837. 

It  is  evident  from  the  (  alendar  of  Wills  for  the  Archdeaconry  of  Berkshire  that  this 
branch  of  the  family  was. settled  in  Hanney  prior  to  1.761,  for  in  1718  the  will  of  Richard 
Higgs  of  W  est  Hanney  was  proved  in  this  t  uni  t  (Book  “21  ”,  to.  0),  and  is  apparently 
the  oidy  will  of  administration  of  any  Higgs  of  this  parish  proved  or  administered 
through  this  Court.  It  is  more  than  likely  that  this  Richard  Higgs,  who  died  about 
17*8,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  this  place.  A  search  of  the  parish  registers 
would  decide  this.  It  will  be  noted  that  Chari. ks  Higgs,  in  all  probability  the  great- 
great-grandson  of  this  Richard  Higgs,  settled  in  America”  with  his  wife  Hannah 
(nee  Hatton),  and  they  are  no  doubt  the  ancestors  of  many  Higgses  in  the  United  States 
to-day. 

In  the  Calendar  of  Wills  proved  in  the  Consistory  Court  of  Sarum  for  Berkshire,  the 
will  of  one  Richard  Higgs  of  West  Hanney,  proved  1  June,  1753,  will  be  found. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  a  descendant  of  this  family,  Arthur 
Edward  Higgs,  married  at  West  Hanney  Parish  Church,  in  September,  1904,  Kate 
Louisa,  daughter  of  Silas  Buckingham  of  this  village.  Arthur  Edward  Higgs  was 
born  in  the  little  village  of  East  Hanney,  where  his  parents  lived  in  1878.  At  the  time 
of  his  marriage  his  father  had  died,  and  his  mother  had  married  a  second  time  to  one 
named  Pullen.  Arthur  Edward  Higgs  had  one  sister,  named  Alice,  who  became 
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the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Horne,  and  went  to  live  in  Cambridge  Gardens,  Notting  Hill,  London. 
Bor  some  eight  years  after  Arthur  Edward  Higgs  married,  he  and  his  wife  lived  at 
East  Hanney,  and  two  sons  were  born  to  them,  namely  : 

1.  Arthur  Ambrose  Beckingiiam  Higgs,  born  at  East  Hanney  2  February,  1906. 

2.  Orice  Clifford  Silas  Higgs,  born  17  January,  1908,  at  East  Hanney. 

In  1912  this  family  settled  in  Ingersoll,  Canada,  and  later  moved  to  Revelstoke, 
British  Columbia,  but  they  had  scarcely  settled  in  this  place  three  weeks  when  the  father 
was  taken  ill  with  pneumonia  and  died,  leaving  his  widow,  and  two  young  sons  in  some¬ 
what  straitened  circumstances,  with  the  two  little  lads  aged  seven  and  live.  However, 
the  widow  bravely  carried  on,  and  these  two  lads,  after  leaving  school,  secured  any  woik 
they  could  obtain  and  are  devoted  sons.  The  elder  looks  after  his  mother  and  works 
locally,  “  a  lover  of  home  and  a  ‘  bookworm  whilst  the  younger  secured  employment 
with  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  on  the  Revelstoke  Division,  a  very  popular  young 
man  locally  in  sports,  and  during  the  winter  of  1929  went  to  (  hateau  brontenac,  Quebec, 
the  well-known  C.P.R.  resort,  where  he  was  ski  instructor.  11ms  this  branch  of  the 
family,  long  seated  at  Hanney  in  Berkshire,  is  “  making  good  ”  in  British  Columbia. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  KINGSTON  LISLE. 

This  is  now  a  chapelry  in  connection  with  the  parish  of  Sparsholt.  Between  the  years 
1560  and  1837 — -only  one  Higgs  family  marriage  is  recorded  as  having  taken  place  in 
connection  with  this  chapelry,  namely,  that  of — 

Richard  Higgs  and  Ann  Rowe,  which  took  place  2  March,  1766. — ‘  Phillimore’s  Parish 
Register  Series  ’). 


THE  IIIGGS  FAMILY  OF  NEWBURY. 


The  parish  registers  of  this  ancient  Berkshire  town  commence  in  1538,  and  from  a 
careful  examination  of  these,  made  for  the  compiler  of  this  work  in  1930,  by  the  late  Mr. 
W.  G.  Stillman  of  the  Church  1  louse,  Newbury,  it  is  found  that  the  first  record  of  any 
Higgs  in  this  place  was  7  May,  1768,  when  one  John  Higgs  was  buried,  and  in  the  register 
is  designated  “a  stranger”.  A  little  more  than  three  years  later  a  William  Higgs 
married  Elizabeth  Bachelor  25  February,  i(>8i.  The  family  of  Bachelor  (or 
Batchelor)  had  long  been  seated  at  Newbury,  and  also  in  the  not  far  distant  town  of 
Kingsclere,  in  the  adjoining  county  of  Hants.  As  early  as  I5b8  we  find  one  Nicholas 
Bachelor  recording  his  children  by  baptism  in  the  Parish  Church  at  Newbury  and  the 
following  entries  have  been  noted  : 


Bachelor,  William,  son  of  Nicholas,  baptized  9  August,  15^8  ; 

Bachelor,  Jone,  daughter  of  Nicholas,  baptized  28  April,  1577  1 
Bachelor,  Christian,  daughter  of  Nicholas,  baptized  9  February,  1584-5; 
Bachelor,  Nicholas,  son  of  Nicholas,  baptized  18  October,  1588; 


whilst  one  hundred  years  later  one  Margaret  Bachelor  was  married  at  Newbury 

18  August,  1678,  to  “  Nicholas  -  of  the  Parish  of  Thatcham  She  is  described 

as  “  Of  Kingsclere”,  Co.  Hants,  and  the  surname  of  her  husband  is  curiously  omitted, 

and  it  is  a  matter  for  decision  who  this  “  Nicholas - of  the  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co. 

Berks”,  could  have  been.  There  were  Nicholas  Higgses  of  Thatcham  prior  to  this 
date,  Nicholas  Busiinells,  etc.  Were  it  to  be  proven  that  this  ”  Nicholas 
of  the  Parish  of  Thatcham  ”  was  one  of  the  Higgses  of  that  place,  this  would  be 
decidedly  interesting  in  the  matter  of  the  mystery  of  the  line  of  the  descent  of  the 
Higgs  family  of  Thatcham  at  this  time. 
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Another  marriage  between  the  families  of  Higgs  and  Bachelor  took  place  in 
Newbury  in  1725,  when  on  6  June  of  that  year  one  William  Higgs  of  the  parish  of 
Bur  veil  (Burghfield),  Co.  Berks,  married  Elizabeth  Bachelor  of  Kingsclere,  Co.  Hants, 
both  parties  in  this  marriage  bearing  the  same  names  as  the  parties  in  the  first  marriage 
of  a  1 1  iggs  in  Newbury  forty-four  years  previously.  No  baptisms  of  children  of  the 
second  marriage  between  these  families  are  recorded  at  Newbury,  but  of  the  first 
marriage  we  find  the  following  baptisms  recorded  and  the  burials  of  those  who  died  : 


1682-3.  29  Jan. 

1684.  17  Dec. 

r685.  17  Sept. 

1688  9.  8  .Feb. 

1691.  29  June. 

1693.  7  Dec. 


1696.  9  Sept. 

1699-1700.  6  Jan. 

1701.  4  July. 

1705.  4  Dec. 


William,  son  of  William  Higgs,  by  Elizabeth  Bachelor,  his 
wife,  baptized. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  above,  baptized  and  buried  2  January, 
1684-5. 

John,  son  of  above,  baptized  and  buried  21  October,  1691. 

Richard,  son  of  above,  baptized. 

Batchelor,  son  of  above,  baptized. 

William,  son  of  above,  baptized.  He  was  apparently  the  second 
son  of  this  name,  as  the  name  of  “  William  Higgs,  a  child 
buried  28  March,  1691  2  ”,  appears  in  the  burial  entries,  and 
this  burial  no  doubt  refers  to  the  former  William,  son  of  this 
marriage. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Bachelor, 
his  wife,  baptized  and  buried  18  March,  1697-8. 

Joseph,  son  of  above,  baptized,  and  he  was  buried  24  January 
of  that  same  year. 

Benjamin,  son  of  above,  baptized. 

Ann,  daughter  of  above,  baptized. 


In  the  next  generation  of  Higgses  in  Newbury  we  find  the  marriages  of— 

(1)  John  Higgs  to  Amy  Cook,  17  December,  1712. 

(2)  Bachelor  Higgs  to  Mary  Morrill,  29  October,  1716. 

What  John  Higgs  this  was  who  married  Amy  Cook  is  not  known.  John,  the  son 
of  William  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Bachelor,  died  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and  apparently 
there  was  no  second  son  of  this  name  baptized,  as  in  the  case  of  their  son  William. 

Of  the  marriage  of  John  Higgs  and  Amy  Cook  the  following  children  were  baptized 
in  Newbury  Parish  Church  : 

1717.  17  Sept.  Ann,  daughter  of  John  and  Amy  Higgs,  baptized. 

1719.  15  Nov.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  and  Amy  Higgs,  baptized. 

1721 -2.  4  Mar.  John,  son  of  John  and  Amy  Higgs,  baptized. 

1724-5.  14  Feb.  Richard,  son  of  John  and  Amy  Higgs,  baptized.  He  was 

married  to  Elizabeth  Purdue  8  Feb.  1747-8. 

1732.  28  May.  Joseph  and  Mary,  twin  children  of  John  and  Amy  Higgs, 

baptized. 


Of  the  marriage  of  Bachelor  Higgs  and  Mary  Morrill  on  29  October,  1716,  the 
following  children  were  baptized  in  Newbury  Parish  Church  : 


1717.  6  Oct. 

1718.  30  Oct. 

1 7 19-0.  8  Feb. 
1721.  -24  Oct. 
1723.  12  July. 

1723.  20  Sept. 

1724.  21  Oct. 


William  Higgs. 

Mary. 

Sarah. 

Sarah  (second  daughter  of  this  name). 
John  (baptized  when  about  one  year  old). 
Elizabeth. 

Joseph. 


Bachelor  Higgs  (or  Higs)  was  buried  23  May,  1768,  he  having  outlived  his  wife 
some  thirty-two  years,  as  she  was  buried  21  November,  1736. 
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Of  the  marriage  of  Richard,  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Amy  Cook,  his  wife,  to  Elizabeth 
Purdue,  8  February,  1747-8,  the  following  children  were  baptized  in  Newbury  Parish 

Church  : 


1748-9. 

3 

Jan. 

1752. 

14 

Nov. 

1753- 

25 

Dec. 

1756. 

25 

Aug. 

1759- 

22 

July. 

1760. 

25 

Dec. 

Elizabeth. 

John.  He  was  buried  29  May,  1753- 

John,  second  son  of  the  name.  He,  too,  died  and  was  buried 
6  January,  1760. 

Sarah.  She  was  buried  1  March,  1760-1. 

Mary.  - 

Sarah,  second  daughter  of  this  name.  She,  too,  was  buried 
20  April,  1763. 


Another  child  of  this  marriage  whose  baptism  is  not  recorded  was  Ann,  who  died 
and  was  buried  25  June,  1752. 

Elizabeth  (the  wife  of  Richard  Higgs)  died  in  1763,  and  was  buried  6  December. 

Richard  Higgs’s  death  and  burial  not  recorded.  Unless  Richard  Higgs  married 
a  second  time  and  left  issue,  and  his  brother  Joseph,  the  twin  child  of  John  Higgs 
and  Amy  Cook,  his  wife,  married  and  had  issue,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  descendants  of 
the  marriage  of  John  Higgs  and  Amy  Cook  died  out  in  the  male  line.  There  were, 
however,  recorded  three  children  of  a  Richard  and  Sarah  Higgs  baptized  after  the 
decease  of  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Richard  Higgs  in  1763,  and  in  all  probability 
Richard  Higgs  married  a  second  time  in  some  other  parish  to  Sarah,  the  mothei  of 
these  children,  who  were  baptized  as  follows  : 


1760-1.  3  Feb.  Elizabeth. 

ij6$-6.  27  Mar.  Mary.  She  was  buried  27  January,  1767. 
1769.  9  July.  Richard. 


Against  this  possibility  is  the  fact  that  he  already  had  a  daughter  Elizabeth, and  a 
daughter  Mary  by  his  first  wife  if  this  Richard  Higgs  was  the  same  Richard  who 

married  Elizabeth  Purdue  8  hebruaiy,  1747- 

Another  marriage  recorded  at  Newbury  about  this  time  was  that  of  John  Higgs 
and  Sarah  Winbow  (or  Winboult),  9  April,  1750,  and  of  this  marriage  the  following 
children  are  mentioned  as  having  been  baptized  : 


1754-5 

1762. 

i765- 

^69. 


16  Feb.  Sarah. 

15  Oct.  Ann.  She  was  buried  28  March,  1764-5. 

9  April.  John.  He  was  buried  23  March,  1770-1. 

9  July.  Ann,  second  daughter  of  the  name,  who  also  was  buried  2  June, 
1771. 


This  John  Higgs  may  have  been  the  son  of  John  Higgs  and  Amy  Cook,  who  was 
baptized  4  March,  17*1-2,  or  he  may  have  been  the  John  Higgs,  son  of  Batchelor 
Higgs  and  Mary  Morrill,  his  wife,  who  was  baptized  “  when  about  one  yeai  old  , 

on  12  July,  1723. 

Another  John  Higgs  who  was  baptized  at  Newbury  was  John,  son  of  William  and 
Hannah  Higgs,  17  May,  1766.  The  marriage  of  his  parents  is  not  recorded  at  Newbury. 


1747.  28  Dec. 

1676-7.  15  Jan. 
1678-9.  2  Mai. 


Richard  Chalk  and  Amy  Higgs  were  married  at  Newbury. 

(Possibly  this  Amy  Higgs  was  the  widow  of  John  Higgs.) 
John  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Timberland  were  married  at 
Newbury. 

Thomas  Dod  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  the  Parish  of  Ashamp- 
stead,  Co.  Berks,  were  married  at  Newbury. 
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The  following  early  baptismal  entries  are  recorded  : 


1768.  24  Jan. 

1774.  28  Dec. 

1774.  1  April. 

r 7 7 7 •  5  July. 

1780-1.  20  Feb. 

1793.  30  Mar. 

1793-  28  July. 

1799.  25  Aug. 

1800.  25  Dec. 


Elizabeth,  base-born  daughter  of  Lucy  Higgs. 

Thomas,  base-born  son  of  Mary  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (?  Hannah)  Higgs. 
Benjamin,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (?  Hannah)  Higgs. 
Benjamin,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  (?  Hannah)  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  (parish  paupers). 
(Note. — There  is  no  record  of  their  marriage  or  of  any  other 
children  baptized.) 

John  Benson,  son  of  James  and  Ann  Higgs.  (No  other  child 
of  this  marriage  recorded.) 

James,  son  of  James  Higgs  and  Hannah  Holmes. 

Amy,  daughter  of  James  Higgs  and  Hannah  Holmes. 


The  following  early  Burials  not  previously  mentioned  are  recorded  : 


1682. 

26 

Dec. 

Young  Higgs. 

1686. 

26 

July. 

Joane  Higgs. 

1691-2. 

28 

Mar. 

William  Higgs  (a  child). 

1694-5- 

19 

Feb. 

John  Higgs. 

1699. 

28 

Nov. 

Young  Higgs. 

1699-1700. 

5 

Jan. 

Tobias  Higgs. 

1703- 

10 

July. 

“  A  child  of  William  Higgs.” 

1714. 

12 

Oct. 

“  John  Higgses  child.” 

1723- 

14 

Mar. 

“  A  child  of  Batchelor  Higgs 

1731- 

5 

Nov. 

“  A  child  of  Batchelor  Higgs 

1732. 

5 

June. 

“  A  child  of  John  Higgs.” 

1736. 

29 

Nov. 

Ann  Higs. 

1741. 

N 

Feb. 

William  Higs. 

There  is  a  Memorial  Tablet  in  St.  Mary’s  Church,  Speenhamland  (one  of  the  three 
churches  in  connection  with  the  town  of  Newbury)  to — 

BENSON  HIGGS 
Died  23rd  April  1837 
Aged  60  years 

There  is  a  Tombstone  in  the  graveyard  of  the  Wesleyan  Church  of  Newbury  as 
follows  : 

BENIAMIN  HIGGS 
Died  July  X 7th  1850 
in  his  100th  Year 

also  of 

ELIZABETH 

his  wife 
who  died 
June  1 1th  1851 
Aged  79  years 

(Note. — Benjamin  Higgs  married  twice,  as  the  marriage  of  a  Benjamin  Higgs  and 
Nanny  Mills  is  recorded  1  December,  1777,  and  again  Benjamin  Higgs  (widower)  and 
Elizabeth  Lawrence  married  12  August,  1799.  No  issue  of  either  marriage  is  recorded 
in  the  Parish  Registers.) 
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M  ar  ridges — con  t . 

1 795.  ij  April.  James  Higgs  and  Hannah  Holmes. 

1823.  18  Dec.  William  Higgs  (coachbuilder)  and  Elizabeth  Willis. 

1836.  15  Aug.  William  Higgs  (coachbuilder  and  a  widower)  and  Hannah 

Smith. 

Hy  Elizabeth  Wii.lis,  the  first  wife  of  William  Higgs,  the  coachbuilder  of  Newbury, 
the  following  family  were  born  and  baptized  : 

182b.  1 7  Dec.  Benson  Higgs. 

1828.  30  Nov.  William  Willis  Higgs. 

1830.  1  Aug.  James  Higgs. 

- Anne  (the  only  daughter.  She  never  married,  but  kept  the 

home  of  her  brother  Benson). 

By  Hannah  Smith,  the  second  wife  of  William  Higgs,  the  coachbuilder  of  Newbury, 
the  following  family  were  born  and  baptized  : 

183b.  b  June.  Jane  (her  father  described  as  a  “  bacon-factor  ”  at  her  baptism). 

183b  (?).  27  Nov.  Elliott  Higgs. 

1839.  20  Jan.  John  Higgs  (his  father  described  as  a  “  coachbuilder  ”  at  his 

baptism). 

1843.  24  Sept.  Joseph  Higgs  and  Mary,  twins  (their  father  described  as  a 

bacon-factor  at  their  baptism). 

1846.  25  Jan.  Tabitha  (her  father  described  as  a  bacon-factor  at  her 

baptism). 

1850.  31  Mar.  Henry  Higgs  (father  described  as  bacon-factor). 

1852.  29  Aug.  Albert  Higgs  (father  described  as  bacon-factor). 

1854.  24  Sept.  Sarah.  She  migrated  to  America,  and  her  subsequent  history 

is  unknown. 

Through  William  Higgs,  coachbuilder  and  afterwards  bacon-factor  and  provision 
merchant  of  Newbury,  marrying  twice  there  was  an  estrangement  between  the  two 
families.  The  first  family  all  left  Newbury  and  settled  in  Southampton,  Co.  Hants. 
Benson  Higgs,  the  eldest  son  (baptized  at  Newbury  17  December,  182b),  was  apprenticed 
to  the  cabinet-making  trade,  but  later  joined  his  youngest  brother  in  one  of  the  largest 
provision  businesses  in  Southampton.  Benson  Higgs  did  not  marry,  and  died  at  Tot  ton 
about  the  year  1894. 

William  Willis  Higgs,  the  second  son,  who  was  baptized  at  Newbury  30  November, 
1828,  had  a  watch-maker’s  business  at  Shirley,  a  district  of  Southampton,  for  many 
years.  By  his  wife  Charlotte  he  had  two  children,  a  son  Frederick,  who,  it  is  said, 
died  a  bachelor,  and  a  daughter  Annie  Florence:  Lilian,  who  was  baptized  at  Newbury 
29  October,  1854. 

James  Higgs,  the  youngest  son  of  William  Higgs,  the  coachbuilder,  and  later 
provision  merchant,  of  Newbury,  born  14  May,  1830,  and  baptized  at  Newbury 
Parish  Church  1  August  of  that  year,  was  apprenticed  to  Alfred  Burling  A  Son, 
provision  merchants  of  Southampton,  Co.  Hants,  on  3  July,  1844,  at  the  age  of  fourteen 
years.  He  later  went  into  this  business  for  himself  and  was  joined  by  his  eldest  brother, 
Benson  Higgs,  and  their  business  became  one  of  the  largest  in  Southampton.  They 
later  acquired  an  old-established  grocery  and  bakery  business  at  Totton,  five  miles  from 
Southampton.  It  was  on  1  May,  1877,  that  James  Higgs  married  Ellen  Seward 
Pearce,  at  Pear  Tree  Green  Chapel,  Woolston,  Co.  Hants.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Robert  Pearce,  Trinity  Pilot  of  the  Port  of  Southampton,  and  a  grand-daughter  of 
Dr.  Seward  of  Lichfield,  Co.  Stafford.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  a  Seward  was  Preben¬ 
dary  of  Lichfield  Cathedral  from  1708  to  1790,  and  of  interest  to  remember  that  a  member 


' 


4 < J^rr  yn;dmd  H  d  il<  {lime)  l  id  ;>ilT 

j.i  mod  !o  .liiikii  mm  iiui^r/ v/iq 

j" 

*  >  ,UOJrl*  >« 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BERKSHIRE  ANI)  BUCKS 


245 


PEDIGREE*/*  a  FAMILY  */ HIGGS  in  NEWBURY.BERKS. 


. HIGGS 

Uf . 


"JAMES  HIGGS 

of  Cavlrsham ,  OxoN 


'BENSON 

mentioned 


H  I GGS  =r= 

in  his 
Uncle  JOMIM  HIGGS'S/^// 


‘JANES  HIGGS 

of  ABwbl/ry 
Co  Berks 


'JOHN 
I3ENS0N 
HIGGS 
hafts  dt 
Ben  bury 
28  JULY 
1 7  93 
1 


ANN  ELLIOTT 

mar  ail  Skeen  Co.  Barks 
26  May  1792 


WILLIAM  HIGGS  =j=  IshELIZABETH 


of  Newbury  Co  Berks 
Coach  -hui Me r  cu  later 
Went  into  business  as 
3  bacon  factor 


MARTHA  Note-.'Jhc  Plumer  ’JOHN  H  I  GGS W 

PLUMER  family  yeas  an  HEADING 
of  St  an  1  kg  '  old  one  in  Reah/nq  Will  dated  II  JULY 

Ci)  Barks.  Jls  early  as  1 4  40  1 74  8 ft:  al  fe rising 

. .  a  JOHN  PLUMER  1 1  MAY  1749  Ay 

subscribed  to  the,  TlAlPH  House,  Gear. 

Church  oj S.  Laurence Wi  biessesS ho  vies 

ZB  REVVING 

~_1  BE  NS  ON  HIGGS 

°f  LlS  BETH 

oPEEN  HAN!  IAN3JA/Ed'BURY.  TRUP, 

lom:  1771. 

died.  25APRILI837.  a<?ed66j/r$ 

c7here  is  a  mural  hah  lei  So  his 
memory  in  S  A/ary s  Church 
Speens/amu  a  no. 


HIGGS 
baht.  I7JJLC 
1826 
at  Nlwbcry 
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of  the  Higgs  family,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  was  Dean  of  that  ancient  edifice 
from  1638  until  1643,  during  which  years  he  spent  much  of  his  personal  means  in  the 
adornment  of  this  Cathedral,  which  was  doomed  to  destruction  by  the  forces  of  the 
Parliament.  One  branch  of  the  Seward  family  owned  large  sugar  plantations  in  Jamaica 
and  sugar  mills  in  Scotland.  Robert  Pearce,  before  becoming  a  Trinity  Pilot,  was 
offered  a  settlement  in  Jamaica  upon  one  of  his  visits  to  that  island,  but  did  not  accept. 
The  Pearce  family  had  a  long  record  of  service  as  naval  officers.  Three  grandsons  of 
Robert  Pearce  are  at  present  Trinity  Pilots  at. Southampton,  as  was  their  father  for 
fifty  years.  James  Higgs  died  about  1902,  and  was  buried  at  Southampton.  By  his 
wife,  who  died  at  Bristol  16  March,  1925,  he  had  the  following  family,  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  : 

1.  James  Benson  Cecil  Higgs,  the  eldest  son,  was  born  23  March,  1878,  and  baptized 

at  Fling  Parish  Church,  Co.  Hants.  He  emigrated  to  South  Africa  about  the  year 
1905,  where  he  married  a  Miss  Richmel  Higgs  in  Pretoria  about  1923,  and  by  her 
has  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Edward  George  Clepiias  Higgs,  born  8  May,  1925. 

(1)  Florence  Lucia  Seward,  born  31  October,  1922. 

(3)  Victoria  Winifred  Siiereen,  born  28  April,  1928. 

During  the  World  War  James  Benson  Cecil  Higgs  served  in  the  German  Fast 
African  Campaign,  and  contracted  blaekwater  fever,  which  left  him  in  a  very  poor  state 
of  health. 

2.  The  second  son  of  James  Higgs  by  Ellen  Seward  Pearce,  his  wife,  Harry  Albert 

Seward  Higgs,  was  born  19  November,  1880,  and  was  baptized  at  Fling  Parish 
Church,  Co.  Hants.  He  was  trained  as  a  teacher,  but  one  year  prior  to  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  the  South  African  War  he  joined  the  South  African  Constabulary,  and 
after  completing  his  term  of  live  years  he  left  South  Africa  and  settled  in  Vancouver, 
British  Columbia,  where  lie  remained  until  after  the  outbreak  of  the  World  War, 
when  he  joined  the  231st  Batt.  C.F.F.  in  March,  1916,  and  saw  active  service  until 
the  termination  of  the  war,  being  twice  wounded.  He  now  lives  at  Berkeley, 
California,  where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway.  He  married 
Winnifred  Osborne,  at  Christ  Church,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  31  August,  1911,  and 
4  December,  191 3,  twin  girls  were  born  : 

(1)  Elsie. 

(2)  Florrie. 

3.  The  third  son  of  James  Higgs  and  Ellen  Seward  Pearce,  his  wife,  Arthur  William 

Robert  Higgs,  was  born  11  September,  1882,  and  likewise  baptized  at  Fling  Parish 
Church,  Co.  Hants.  He  emigrated  to  Canada  in  March,  1904,  and  settled  at  Van¬ 
couver,  British  Columbia,  in  November  of  that  year,  where  lie  resided  until  his 
decease  in  1932.  lie  was  on  the  staff  of  the  Dominion  Government  Income  Tax 
Department.  During  the  World  War  lie  enlisted  for  overseas  service  with  the 
196th  Western  Universities  Battalion  in  March,  1916,  but  was  prevented  from 
active  service  on  account  of  medical  unfitness.  He  married  at  Christ  Church, 
Vancouver,  13  February,  1911,  Helen  Margaret,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Mr. 
William  C.  Banham,  of  Norwich  (who  came  to  Canada  in  1906  and  resided  in 
Vancouver  until  his  death),  by  Helen  Appleton,  his  wife,  and  granddaughter  of 
Charles  Banham,  of  Haddiscoe,  Co.  Norfolk,  by  Fi.len  Taylor,  his  wife.  She 
was  born  at  New  Cross,  Co.  Kent,  16  January,  1889.  Arthur  William  Robert 
Higgs  died  in  1932.  There  have  been  two  daughters  of  this  marriage,  namely  : 

(1)  Helen  Margaret  Seward,  born  27  July,  1913. 

(2)  Dorothy  Evelyn,  born  16  November,  1914. 

Both  daughters  were  born  in  Vancouver. 

The  only  daughter  of  James  Higgs  by  Ellen  Seward  Pearce,  his  wife,  was  named 
Ellen  Seward  Florence.  She  was  born  10  June,  1879,  and  baptized  at  Fling  Parish 
Church,  Co.  Hants.  She  was  a  teacher  in  the  Southampton  public  schools  for  a  number 
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James  Higgs  of  Totton  and  Southampton,  Co.  Hants,  1830-1902, 

YOUNGEST  SON  OF  THE  FIRST  MARRIAGE  OF  WILLIAM  lllGGS 

of  Newbury,  Berks. 


Arthur  William  Robert  Higgs  of  Vancouver,  B.C.,  and  Helen  Margaret, 

HIS  WIFE,  DAUGHTER  OF  WlLLI AM  C.  BaNHAM  OF  VANCOUVER. 
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of  years.  She  is  unmarried,  and  resides  at  Westbury  Park,  near  Bristol,  England,  where 
she  is  still  engaged  in  the  same  profession. 

Such  is  the  account  of  the  first  family  of  William  Higgs  of  Newbury  by  Ei  izabfth 
Willis,  his  wife. 

Returning  to  the  subsequent  history  of  the  second  family  of  William  Higgs  of 
Newbuiy  by  Hannah  Smith,  his  wife,  it  is  in  part  as  follows  : 

Ellioti  Higgs,  the  eldest  son  (baptized  at  Newbury  27  November,  1836  ?),  was  in 
business  as  a  watchmaker  in  Newbury.  By  his  wife  Elizabeth  Jane  he  had  three 
sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  1’Rederick  Elliott  Higgs,  baptized  24  July,  1864. 

2.  William  Austin  Higgs,  baptized  20  December,  1867. 

3.  Edward  James  Curtis  Higgs,  baptized  11  June,  1873. 

(1)  Louisa  Annie  Eliza,  baptized  7  March,  1866. 

(2)  b  ranges  Helena,  baptized  2  February,  1870. 

(3)  Emily  Mary,  baptized  2  August,  1871. 

Joseph  Higgs,  the  third  son  of  William  Higgs  by  Hannah  Smith,  though  born  in 
I&43>  is  still  living  (1930),  and  states  that  his  father  relinquished  the  coachbuilding  business 
and  became  a  bacon-factor  in  a  large  way  of  business.  Joseph  Higgs  married  Annis 
Burton  of  Guildford,  Co.  Surrey,  and  by  her  has  issue  a  son  and  a  daughter  : 

1.  Joseph  William  Cecil  Higgs,  baptized  4  June,  1870. 

(1)  Annie  Florence  Lilian,  baptized  9  February,  1874. 

Both  living  in  1930. 


Henry  Higgs,  the  fourth  son  of  William  Higgs,  by  Hannah  Smith,  was  in  business 
as  a  watchmaker.  He  married  and  has  issue  one  son  and  three  daughters  : 

1  Ernest  Vincent  Higgs,  baptized  29  July,  1881  (twin  with  his  sister  Ada  Beatrice). 

(1)  Kate  Louisa,  baptized  11  August,  1876. 

(2)  Elizabeth  Nellie,  baptized  8  May,  1878. 

(3)  Ada  Beatrice,  baptized  29  July,  1881. 


A  John  Higgs  of  Newbury,  a  descendant  of  William  Higgs  ivho  married  Elizabeth 
Bachelor  25  February,  1681  (vide  Pedigree  of  Higgs  Family  of  Newbury),  was  the  owner 
of  a  paper  mill  in  this  town  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century.  He  married  Ei.iza- 
BEiu  Lark,  of  Whitchurch,  Co.  Hants,  and  by  her  had  two  sons,  one  of  whom  died. 
Hie  surviving  son,  Thomas  Higgs,  married  Mary  Gaklick  18  December,  1847,  and  by 
her  had  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  one  daughter.  Thomas  Higgs  carried  on  his  father’s 
pupei  mill  tor  some  years,  but  the  mill  being  water-driven,  some  dispute  arose  over 
vatei  lights,  and  he  was  compelled  to  relinquish  the  old  business.  He  then  set  up  in 
business  as  a  stationer.  The  names  of  his  children  are  as  follows  : 


1.  Thomas  Farr  Higgs. 

2.  John  Higgs. 

3.  William  Henry  Higgs. 

4.  Walter  Higgs. 

5.  Frederick  Higgs. 
b.  Hubert  Higgs. 

7.  Arthur  Higgs. 

8.  Brice  Edward  Higgs. 

(1)  Elizabeth  Ann,  the  only  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Higgs,  is  still  living  in 
Newbury,  and  is  in  receipt  of  a  pension  from  Christ’s  Hospital.  The  fact  that 
s  le  is  in  receipt  of  this  pension  is  proof  that  she  is  one  of  the  descendants  of  the 
muniage  of  Bachelor  Higgs  and  Mary  Morrill  (29  October  1716),  and  through 
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Mary  Morrill  is  related  to  John  West  and  Frances  his  wife,  who  founded  this 
Newbury  Charity  in  1717.  (For  full  particulars  regarding  this  Charity  see  Higgs 
Family  of  Speen,  Co.  Berks.) 

(Note. — The  Higgs  family  of  Speen  anti  the  Higgs  family  of  Newbury  were  closely 
related.) 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  PURLEY. 

(Note. — The  Registers  of  this  Parish  do  not  commence  until  1662.) 


Marriages  : 

174b.  12  Oct.  William  Higgs  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  and  Mary  Sawyer  of 

Mapledurham,  Co.  Oxford. 

(Note.  — This  is  the  only  marriage  of  any  Higgs  recorded 
here  between  1662  and  1840.  ‘  Phillimore’s  Parish  Registers’, 
Vol.  II,  fol.  112. 


Baptisms  (not  examined). 


Burials  : 

1069. 

1684. 

1708. 

1716. 

1725- 

1728. 

i73u- 

1742. 

*743. 


George  Higgs  (vide  ‘  Admon.  Berks.  Act  ’,  Bk.  Ill,  fo.  31). 
James,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Griffin  Higgs. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Dorothy  Higgs,  widow. 

William  Higgs. 

Susan  Higgs. 

William  Higgs. 

Dorothy  Higgs. 

Dorothy  Higgs. 


These  Higgses  are  undoubtedly  a  branch  of  the  South  Stoke  Higgs  Family. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  READING. 


St.  Mary’s  Church,  Reading. 


Marriages,  1605-1809  (these  Registers  commence  in  1538)  : 


1605. 

I  )ec. 

1620. 

21 

Jan. 

l()22. 

May. 

1643. 

29 

Jan. 

1683. 

2? 

Nov. 

1 684. 

I(4 

July. 

1696. 

24 

Dec.. 

1 700. 

2b 

1  )ec. 

1708. 

5 

April. 

1709. 

24 

April, 

1712. 

21 

Oct. 

1713- 

5 

July. 

I7I5- 

12 

1  )ec. 

1718. 

4 

Nov. 

1724. 

2 

Sept. 

I73<>- 

28 

Feb. 

1736. 

7 

June. 

1745- 

25 

Aug. 

174b. 

3 

April 

174b. 

8 

Nov. 

I7b2. 

1 6 

May. 

1766. 

20 

May. 

George  Higges  and  Agnes  Uttekidge. 

John  Higgs  and  Katherine  Parre. 

Richard  Bennet  and  Anne  Higgs. 

Robert  Fruin  and  Margaret  Higgs. 

Henry  Higs  and  Elizabeth  Cooler. 

William  Higgs  and  Sewsan  Elsley. 

Owen  Higgs  and  Jane  Adams,  both  of  Pangbourne. 

John  Higgs  and  Mary  Range,  both  of  Barkham. 

William  Due  and  Anne  Higgs. 

John  Wright  of  Mapledurham  and  Mary  Higgs  of  Parley. 
John  Knar  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  both  of  Parley,  by  licence. 
John  Lessee  of  Tylehurst  and  Ann  Higgs  of  St.  Mary’s. 
Francis  Higgs  and  Deborah  Knotts  (licence). 

John  White  and  Hanna  Higgs,  both  of  St.  Mary’s,  by  licence. 
Richard  Sutton  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

John  Higgs  and  Mary  Marlow. 

Henry  Hall  and  Mary  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead  Bannister,  by 
licence. 

Henry  Slawtek  of  Caversham,  Oxon,  and  Ann  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs  and  Ann  Browne. 

Francis  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Mary. 

Henry  Meeks  and  Mary  Higgs  (licence). 

George  Higgs  and  Anne  Ward  (by  licence). 
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1770.  5  Feb. 

1774.  31  Oct. 

1783.  21  Aug. 

1808.  14  Aug. 

1809.  1  June. 


Joseph  Coal  and  Mary  Higgs. 
Planner  Cooper  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Edward  Osborn  and  Elizabeth  Higgs 
William  Higg  and  Anne  Leaver. 
Robert  Carter  and  Susannah  Higgs. 


Baptisms,  1538-1812  : 


1  bob. 

14 

Dec. 

1(117/18. 

18 

Feb. 

i()i  9. 

18 

April 

l()20. 

18 

Oct. 

i62I/22. 

7 

Mar. 

Ib23- 

7 

Sept. 

1623. 

20 

April 

1625. 

28 

Sept. 

1627. 

3i 

Oct. 

1725/26. 

27 

Jan. 

1 7T 1  / A— - 

8 

Mar. 

i73k 

5 

Oct. 

1740. 

■23 

June. 

x783- 

21 

Feb. 

x7«4- 

27 

Dec. 

178b. 

8 

Dec. 

1788. 

20 

Aug. 

1789. 

1 1 

Mar. 

i79°. 

11 

J  une 

1792. 

6 

Jan. 

1793- 

21 

May. 

r8oi. 

22 

Aug. 

1804. 

J7 

Feb. 

1:805. 

13 

Oct. 

1809. 

18 

J  une 

1812. 

26 

Jan. 

Margaret,  daughter  of  George  Higgs. 

Henri,  son  of  George  Higgs  (born  at  Southcott). 

John,  son  of  George  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  George  Higgs. 

Margaret,  daughter  of  George  Higgs. 

Anne,  daughter  of  George  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

Richard,  son  of  George  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  George  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Charlotte,  daughter  of  William  Simmonds  and  Jane  Higgs, 
registered  here,  being  an  inhabitant,  baptized  at  St.  Law¬ 
rence  Church. 

Henry,  son  of  William  Simmonds  and  Jane  Higgs. 

William  James,  son  of  William  Simmonds  and  Jane  Higgs. 
Harvey,  son  of  William  Simmonds  and  Jane  Higgs. 

Anne,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  Higgs. 

Jane,  daughter  of  William  Simmonds  and  Jane  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  William  Simmonds  and  Jane  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  William  Simmonds  and  Jane  Higgs. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Higgs. 
Charlotte,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Mary  Anne,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Higgs. 
Charles,  son  of  William  and  Saraii  Higgs. 

Louisa,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  Higgs. 


Burials,  1538-1812  : 


J574- 

30  April. 

Francis  Higgs. 

1615. 

20  Mar. 

John  Higges.  Gentleman,  died  in  the  gaol,  buried  at  Waltham 

1 0 1 8. 

4  April. 

Henri,  son  of  George  Higges. 

1 62b. 

4  May. 

John  Higges. 

1626. 

13  May. 

Katherine,  wife  of  John  Higges. 

1632. 

21  April. 

George  Higges  of  Southcot  (butler). 

1657. 

27  Aug. 

Elizabeth  Higs. 

1661. 

18  Aug. 

Ann  Higges. 

1(170. 

31  Aug. 

John  Higgs,  and  his  wife,  servants  to  ye  Lady  Blagrave. 

167(1. 

18  May. 

Alice  Higgs  (widow). 

1678. 

7  April. 

John,  son  of  John  Higs. 

1684. 

30  Aug. 

William  Higgs. 

T73x- 

13  Mar. 

Mary  Higgs. 

x733- 

18  Aug. 

Martha  Higges. 

T739- 

12  June. 

John  Higges  (a  child). 

L740. 

30  June. 

In 

r— 

L74b. 

b  Aug. 

Deborah  Higgs. 

T747- 

27  Mar. 

Jone  Higgs. 

x748- 

17  July- 

John  Higgs. 

i75o. 

13  JUIie- 

Ann  Higgs. 

1 755- 

12  Jail. 

Ann  Higgs. 

1757- 

25  Jan. 

William  Higgs. 

1 759 

18  May. 

John  Higgs. 

.,wo  f.)  u>  not  .(1/  'Hm!| 

■if  Y51A I  1*1  HIU>|  ><  I  M<  , 

(  utu  vm<  )«>  i-i ij!  j,m 


lo  i  'ho-H.' 
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1768. 

11  Sept. 

James  Higgs. 

1 776. 

4  Fel>. 

Edward 

Higgs. 

1786. 

0  Jan. 

William 

Higgs. 

I79I- 

23  Oct. 

Thomas 

Higgs. 

I794- 

24  Oct. 

Ann  Hic 

;gs. 

St.  Lawrence  Church 

Marriages, 

i()05  1788 

1G06. 

Anthony 

Higgs  to 

■ — - . 

1675. 

Samuel  H 

IGGS  to  - 

- - 

1710. 

Willey  m  1 

llGGS  to 

I7'2(). 

Richard 

1  IGGS  of 

Hurst  t 

1739- 

Thomas  H 

IGGS  to 

- . 

1788. 

James  Hu 

.GS  to  - 

- • 

PEDIGREE  of  HIIGGS  JR£ APING  » MIM&T.  GJ2MML 

J  J  (rlcH  cm  awXFtt/  ddri/f 


Show)  no  -Marriage  SHliance  with  ihejamihes  Mv.  h^fRIhRpdRf^ffMflYf/' 

GEORGE  HIGGS, ^ 

fffSe-  /Uurv  a/  wmxcA ftmrv  fuh  llalCeE  RdZOeoro 
Re. no/ wo  9f  Condon  fold  fadei  juur  t  it Me  / Eoe&ru 
OxrpRD  9k  Condon  ohu/i/Cnf-  hut  sum  tta/rnl  2t  She 
MicSt  tne.  /Lcund  fot  Mit  foulest cyxxd  an  the, 

/lord.  ct?e.  -rruxte  cm lOude.’Lotta  many  ctduUoruj  -the 
Itmcte/UpUxducdes ,  to  frporn  / ondon.  SLfe  do.  iMll  & 

od  fEkzuct/to  ti-asve.  Me&n  CuXiddcut  S (  It ixifiycrAcmS ■ 


fecuM 

_ _ _ _ _  Che  livL 

William  sinonds HiQcs&^^rFR.s^s.A.y- jan l dau, of. .... .simonds 


Elizabeth  cNauoj  RTBCRTVAOXTs^ive 

ofJto  ref  Cell,  Co..  /JtiototRsoso, 

tf/ie  fyistine t Georg e  Higgs  of  the  occifuS 
oh  m,Bpx*&tof, A  us  CdchoheJofiUc ina 
■Eeddivnv  Had  tie  ooTnficeifufediyrhgtooE 
9r.tCd  ,tf  rurpp  Tyiutud  hie ydfeyif/nC /  hucC.t 

chum  horn  M/wle/ed  mm  kstfs 
with  Turn  in  MAA'YlEgofEpftL 


0/  C/nr  ee/eld  ,  Sr  Johns  Wood.  London 
„  t/t'PSE  9c  Read /NO.  Co.  Bears. 
horn  ,  in  Maryle8one ,  Lonexon  in  1759 
died'.  13, Oct.  1829  agedfo. 
hivr.  -yell  f/t/fitSr  Co  .Beans  . 

He  cvucccyfi  hfit  ctfutcA  cf  CuouhlcCs. 


Igeorgc  Higgs  at-. 


ted  in 
nth. 


sailing  - 

Senas 


Clt  _ 


— . .  - .  .  ,  I78ij 

772ch/or  0/  Read/ no  1826 
Oil  tfusi  tic  as  as  a  tan  ner  J  m  1 83. 
he  was  c?  oh  rector  0/ the  Berks. 
01 OUC ESTERS  HIRE  &  RvaNC/AL 
f RE  INSURANCE  Cb  ofREAD/Nu  8 
Cheltenham  tied  JOct  I860 

bar.  ot  PCEEARE)  OK. on 

Waiter  May,  Ssmire 

of  ScMWMi  Co  Berks. 

kuned  at  Rarley  Berks. 

r 7 


0/ Mrbore/eld  Berks,  horn  1750  .died  3  Oct.  1849 

O  ^tyo. 

JCote '.  Silhwiiette  portraits  of  JANE  HlGGS 
nte  Si  MOIMDS  df  tier  mother  are 
in  the. possession  0/  Leonard  MorganMaY, 
the.  icurrcCsorv . 

3.  A  5.  6.  (p _ 

"  JOHN  'jAMtS'CHARWTTE 


'HENRY  ‘WlLUAM’HARVEYr 
IGGS  H  IG65 


or 


tjabt. , 


hopt  at  HERVEY 
ysSt Clary's  HlGfiS 


MARY  ANN 
dm  oj Luke 
Qoddarb 
oj  Met  pa  rot.  0 

Rut  whiswle  Ch  dc/uuNsCh  Schd/ng  dipt  at  _ 
horn\'[9\.  2.7'DEx  8J)cc  St. Mary's 

(YzrAl/l July  1 867  178A..  1786.  Chfe/tom 

hur.at  Pep/vhed  20AugJ788L — 

Oxo/v.  Milled  nuntiniA 

IS  AUG  IH2.3  1 


H  IGGSH  1G(j5  txjfilcih 

Txipt.at  fia/itat  Ct  ls/wcNd 
StttlarysStJThnjs  Ch.,  tut  also 
Ctl  TIerdies Church  enJered at 
6  Tan  Be  muss  St  ICbrysth. 
1792  2 1  May  TCeew/mo 

^  dmsit 

jAuq  IB2A  ""i-s - 2I7eb1783 

- - 1 - - - »  J&uA  gI-hOk&T Ch BLRKS\  cliod  \A  f  t  B 

’MARYANN  1 1  ( cWs r  RTTza  7  H  A  R  RIOT  1 . :  Rlv.Dr  Charles  ffffp 


BETH  h  1813 

dud  cl  2  6  Ui  1 
l  Sept  ih32 
1828 


higgs  Strickland  HlGGS 
died 
I30ct 
182 3(?) 

bur.  at 


r\:x  Llh\  at- 
Ciut-iST 


Morgan  may  ss*ul 

horn  at  Srote lands 
CRe/w/mg  Co.  Berks 


ire 


=Sarah  Charlotte, 

dmi  o/dheRev. THOMAS  LYON 
of  Cb.  T/pperery ,  Ireland 

mar.  at  St Shvrges  Church  //inner  Sana  re 

Condon. 

^/7MayI93! 


(5) 


(3) 


hurst 

Co  BUCKS. 


'JANE 

haft 
II  June 
1790 

atSt  Clary s 
Ch  Seed/ no 


'HARR  ILL 

H  l  G  0  Ci 


Leonard  Morgan  may 

f  ssuire  IBarnster  at  law 

if  I  1  StonduddinQS Lincoln s9nn 

d  6o Shooters  Hill  RoooTBl hekhl d th  Co  Kent 

in  whose  fossess  ton  are~t)Rn  oil  portrait  of 

WilliamSimonbs  Higgs  rRS,f5.A  oCdheNnly 

desk i/nkbtcund  f  Wi lli am S i monds Migos 
EO>)jl portrait  of  Harvey  iIiggs 


John 

RflCMARffiS 

l&auirc. 


formuH  fol  dt/Huxc 
I QOQ~\‘o\t> .  fon  of 
Tichard  Ricmariis 
( TTlaiforof  Rent /no  I  dH) 
M, indson  ofS\\NtSK\  R 
_ _  KlChARTS(0b)75i)anci. 

!  FAN  NY  £  red  grandson,  of  . 
dauof  Richard Ri charts 
JOHN  thriee.  IftayonfftEMM 

TlJZABFTH  .  1  ’  ^  '73S 

Richards  MAY 


'JOHN ‘RICHARDS  = 

l he f ounger  f Blsv/no 
FSA 
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the  higges  family  of  sonning. 

Sonning  is  a  beautiful  Berkshire  village,  lying  between  Caversham  and  Shiplake 
At  an  early  date  a  Higgs  family  was  settled  here.  From  the  Will  of  Richard  Higges 

!  !'rV“,tblS  P-wh'  du‘ed  5  April'  l6oi>  and  proved  in  the  P.C.C.  20  April  of  that 
>  .  (  Montague  ,  fo.  25),  and  from  the  parish  registers,  some  information  as  to  this 

family  can  be  gathered.  This  Richard  Higges  was  buried  in  Sonning- Parish  Church 

7  April  1602,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth  (who  was  sole  executrix  of  his  Will)  was  likewise 
intei red  theie  8  September,  1605. 

1  o  his  son  William  Higges,  Kichari>  left  his  lands  and  a  tenement  called  “  Kembers  " 
m  .  wa  owfield,  o.  Berks,  and  land  in  other  places  in  both  Berkshire  and  Wiltshire 
which  he  had  purchased  from  one  Thomas  Bukrington  (Buryton  or  Berrington)’ 
which  strongly  suggests  that  this  Higgs  family  was  closely  related  to  those  in  South 
SOke,  Oxon,  and  Streatley,  Co.  Berks,  for  the  family  of  Bukrington,  or  Berington 
which  was  an  ancient  family  in  Hereford  and  Stoke  Lacy,  intermarried  with  the  family 
ol  Barton  of  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford,  through  which  family  the  Higgses  in  South  Stoke 
)ecame  possessed  of  “  Barre  Place  ”  and  its  lands  in  that  place.  In  fact,  Margaret  the 
Mife  ol  Robert  Beryton,  or  Berington,  of  Hereford  Este,  was  the  sister  of  Harry 
art  on  of  Streatley,  the  grandfather  of  Mary  Barton,  who  married  Nicholas  Higges  of 
South  Stoke,  Oxon  ( vide  Pedigree  of  Barton,  Chapter  I).  Thomas  Buriton,  Gent,  of 
“  ie^ Yy  was  son  01  William  Buriton  or  Berington,  Mayor  of  Reading  in  1547  who 
was  first  cousin  of  Griffin  Barton,  Gent.,  of  “  Barre  Place  ",  South  Stoke.  In  all  proba¬ 
bility  therefore,  this  Richard  Higges  of  Sonning  was  one  of  the  numerous  family  of 
sons  born  to  Nicholas  Higges  of  South  Stoke  by  Mary  Barton  his  wife.  William 
son  of  Richard  Higges  of  Erlye  (Yeoman),  married  Anne,  the  daughter  of  Robert 
Cooper  and  Ellen  Siiekford,  his  wife,  21  September,  1629  (she  was  baptized  at  Sonning 
3  ov ember,  1605)  Whether  this  family  of  Cooper  was  the  same  family  into  which 
ie  Iiggs  family  of  Bradfield,  Berks,  had  married  is  not  certain,  but  it  is  a  fact  worthy 

o  "h  !  Klt  }\1LiIAM  ,Il(,(;s  ()1  Bradfield  married  one  Alice  Cooper  8  May,  1572  at 
Bradfield,  and  likewise  a  John  Higgs  of  Bradfield  married  Anne  Cooper  0  July  1374. 
Another  Higgs-Cooper  alliance  is  also  recorded  in  the  registers  of  St.  Mary’s,  Reading 
(  o.  Berks,  when  Henry  Hies  married  Elizabeth  Cooper  27  November,  1683.  William 
1  goes,  who  inherited  “  Kembers"  in  Swallowfield,  and  Anne  Cooper,  his  wife  were 
the  probable  ancestors  of  Nicholas  Higges  of  Swallowfield,  who  died  there  in  1665. 

v  1  (  and  Elizabeth  Higges  of  Erlye,  in  Sonning,  had  another  son,  Thomas 

HiGGHS,  who  inherited  Ins  father’s  lands  in  that  place,  and  was  the  father  of  Richard 
and  Ihomas  Higgs,  twin  sons  born  in  1596,  and  baptized  3  April  and  6  March  respec¬ 
tively  in  that  year  at  Sonning  Parish  Church.  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Higges  had 
two  daughters,  one  Mary,  who  married  10  June,  1593,  Garrard  Lytton,  and  Ei  izabetii 
who  married  \\  illiam  Whate  (or  Wheate).  There  was  probably  a  close  relationship 
between  the  Higges  family  of  Sonning  and  the  family  settled  at  Sulhampstead  Abbots 
Co.  Berks,  as  Richard  Higges  of  that  place  married  Elizabeth  Wheate,  and  the  Higgs 
family  ol  Sulhampstead  Abbots  were  related  to  the  Higgs  family  of  Streatley  Co 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Higcs  entries  recorded  in  the  Parish  Registers  of  Sonning 
which  commence  in  1592  :  h 


Sonning  Parish  Registers,  Co.  Berks. 


A I  nr  ri  ages  : 

!593-  10  June.  Mary  Higges  and  Gerard  Lytton  or  Litten. 

I(,15-  19  June.  Jane  Higges  and  Robert  Westmkrland. 

1O.19.  21  Sc‘pt.  William  Higges  and  Anne  Cooper. 


’ 

iIaH 

j. 

' 

.  ri(.<  i  \/.v 

’  1H/  SI  bm:  u>»/  j  >1 

■  ,  i  ■  1  '  ‘‘it  (•'  •  •  '  i»‘w/r 
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1680. 

J4 

Oct. 

1708. 

20 

April. 

1716. 

1 

Jan. 

1723- 

12 

Oct. 

1730. 

7 

July. 

1742. 

14 

Aug. 

1788. 

23 

Mar. 

Baptisms  : 

I596- 

3 

April. 

159b. 

6 

Mar. 

1  bo  1. 

12 

June. 

1  (>05. 

22 

I  )ec. 

1  ( >  1 2 . 

14 

Mar. 

ibi5. 

10 

Mar. 

l()20. 

24 

Aug. 

I(>23. 

25 

Sept* 

1709. 

13 

Nov. 

1739- 

11 

June. 

1742. 

30 

June. 

r744- 

1 

July. 

1753 

31 

May. 

1782. 

7 

Feb. 

1790. 

3 

Jan. 

1792. 

8 

July. 

Burials  : 

1  bo2. 

7 

April 

1  (>05. 

8 

Sept. 

1(107. 

12 

July. 

lbi9. 

20 

Sept. 

1734- 

2 

Dec. 

1737- 

12 

Nov. 

1740. 

29 

May. 

1753- 

23 

June 

Anne  Higges  (widow)  and  John  Savage. 

Richard  Higgs  and  Margaret  Shepherd. 

John  Higgs  and  Jane  Milome  (both  of  Hurst). 
Mary  Higgs  and  Ephraim  Smith  (both  of  Hurst). 
John  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Cohn  Brown. 

George  Higgs  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  Dorchester. 
Edward  Higgs  and  Ann  White  (of  Hurst). 


Richard,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

John,  son  of  John  Higges. 

Ellenor,  daughter  of  John  Higges. 

Thomas  and  Marie,  son  and  daughter  of  Richard  Higges. 
Richard,  son  of  Richard  Higges. 

W  illiam ,  son  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Bartholomew  Higgs  and  Ann,  his 
wife. 

George,  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

John  and  Martha,  son  and  daughter  of  Anne  Higgs  (base-born). 
George,  son  of  William  and  Jane  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Edward  and  Ann  Higgs. 

Anne,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Ann  Higgs. 


Richard  Higges. 

Elizabeth  Higges  (widow). 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Christian  Higges  (widow). 

Johnson,  son  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Dorothy,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

John  and  “  Anne  ”  (sic),  son  and  daughter  of  Anne  Higgs  (base). 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SPARSHOLT. 

1559-1812.  Only  one  Higgs  marriage  is  found  in  the  Register  of  Marriages  at  Spar- 
sholt  Parish  Church  between  these  dates,  namely  : 

1616.  7  Oct.  Thomas  Walter  and  Martha  Higgs. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SPEEN.  (Vide  Pedigree  of  Higgs  Family  of  Newbury.) 

The  little  village  of  Speen  came  into  prominence  during  the  Civil  War.  It  lies  to  the 
North-west  of  Newbury  about  one  mile,  and  likewise  about  one  mile  from  the  village  of 
Shaw,  and  is  also  about  four  miles  to  the  west  of  Thatcham.  It  was  here  on  16  October, 
1644,  that  Prince  Maurice  of  Bohemia,  commanding  a  brigade  of  Cornish  Ilorse  and 


* 


' 


. 
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two  brigades  of  foot  and  artillery,  was  posted  during  the  second  Battle  of  Newbury. 
The  parish  register  here  begins  in  1629.  No  thorough  search  of  these  registers  has  been 
made  for  Higgs  entries,  but  there  was  a  family  of  the  name  settled  in  this  parish  in  the 
early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  and  in  the  latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century 
Elizabeth  Higgs,  a  sister  of  John  Higgs,  and  also  of  William  Higgs  of  Newbury, 
married  William  Head  of  Speen  at  Thatcham,  19  January,  1690  (vide  Thatcham  Parish 
Register,  also  ‘Arch.  Berks’,  Will  of  John  Higgs  of  Newbury,  proved  by  Elizabeth, 
his  widow,  3  November,  1691,  and  dated  22  September  of  that  year).  The  marriage,  of 
a  John  Higgs  took  place  at  Speen  in  1747,  of  a  James  Higgs  in  1792,  and  of  a  William 
Higgs  in  1794.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  these  Higgses  were  related  to  those  in 
Newbury.  In  connection  with  Newbury  there  is  a  Charity  known  as  that  of  John  and 
Frances  West,  1717,  the  details  of  which  Charity  are  given  in  Money’s  '  History  of 
Newbury  '  (1887),  fo.  330,  and  are  given  in  this  work  because  the  descendants  of  one 
William  Higgs  of  Speen — through  his  kinship  with  the  founders  of  this  Charity — are 
entitled,  under  circumstances  of  extreme  poverty,  to  a  free  education  and  a  small  pension 
in  connection  with  the  Bluecoat  School  (otherwise  Christ’s  Hospital,  London),  and  this 
kinship  is  clearly  shown  from  the  claim  made  by  one  William  Higgs  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Lawrence  in  Reading  in  1825. 

Charity  of  John  and  Frances  West  of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  1717. 

“  John  West  &  Frances,  his  wife,  by  deed  dated  1717,  gave  to  the  poor  of  the  Parish 
of  Newbury  (three  of  whom  must  have  been  inhabitants  within  thirty  years  prior  to  tin1 
date  of  the  grant)  £5  each  from  certain  houses  and  lands  vested  in  the  Corporation  of 
the  City  of  London,  Governors  of  Christ’s,  Bethlehem,  and  Bridewell  Hospitals,  with 
preference  to  the  kindred  of  the  said  John  and  Frances  West.” 

Also  by  deed  bearing  date  1718  : 

“  To  poor  blind  people  £5  per  annum  each,  with  preference  to  their  kindred,  and 
next  to  the  blind  of  Reading  and  Newbury,  vested  in  the  Clothworkers’  Company  of 
London  ”. 

Also  by  deed  bearing  date  1720  : 

“  For  maintaining  and  presentations  of  children  to  Christ’s  Hospital,  London,  more 
than  three-fourths  to  be  boys  (to  per  annum  each,  and  for  apprenticing  the  boys  £20 
each  ;  and  the  girls  £5  each,  with  preference  to  their  kindred.  Vested  in  the  Governors 
of  Christ’s  Hospital.” 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  the  parish  is  regularly  informed  of  it  from  Christ’s  Hospital  ; 
notice  is  then  given  of  a  parish  vestry,  to  be  held  on  the  Monday  “  se’nnight  ”  after  the 
notice  for  the  purpose  of  tilling  up  the  vacancy  ;  ami  the  election  takes  place  accordingly 
by  the  vote  of  the  vestry. 

The  Claim  of  Kinship  established  by  one  William  Higgs,  late  of  Speen,  and 

AFTERWARDS  OF  THE  PARISH  OF  Sr.  LAWRENCE,  READING,  TO  THE  ABOVE  CHARITY 
IN  1825. 

"  Frances  Steward  (whose  maiden  name  was  Cox,  late  mother  of  Mrs.  Frances 
West)  had  a  brother  Alexander  Cox,  which  said  Alexander,  by  Dorothy,  his  wife, 
had  issue  Bridget,  which  said  Bridget,  by  William  Crabb,  had  issue  Eleanor,  which 
said  Eleanor  by  Joseph  Morrill,  had  issue  Mary,  who  married  Bachelor  Higgs 
and  had  issue  William,  who  by  Hannah,  his  wife,  had  issue  William  Higgs,  who  is 
the  present  (1825)  humble  petitioner.” 

Sworn  at  the  Borough  of  Newbury  in  the  county  of  Berks,  before  A.  Sloecock,  Esq., 
].P.,  21  February,  1825. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  HIGGS. 

This  William  Higgs  was  very  greatly  reduced  in  circumstances,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  record  when  he  made  his  application  for  assistance  from  the  aforesaid 
Charity. 


' 

' 
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“  Borough  of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks  : 

10  WI I  :  1  homas  Attwicks  of  the  Parish  of  Speen,  in  the  County  aforesaid 

Iailor  ;  maketh  Oath  that  the  Certificate  of  Age  of  William  Higgs  late  of  the  Parish 
aforesaid,  now  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Lawrence,  Reading,  in  the  county  of  Perks  aforesaid, 
hereunto  annexed  is  a  just  and  true  certificate  and  duly  signed  by  several  persons  who 
have  subscribed  their  names  thereto  and  the  said  William  Higgs  also  maketh  Oath  that 
he  this  Deponent  is  related  by  consanguinity  to  Mrs.  Frances  West  deceased  who  was 
the  wife  of  John  West,  deceased,  late  of  London,  Gentleman,  in  such  manner  as  by  the 
Pedigree  (or  account  of  same  hereunto  also  anexed)  appears  as  Deponent  William 
Higgs  verily  believes  and  the  said  Deponent  saith  that  lie,  the  said  William  Higgs,  is 
not  at  this  time  seized  or  possessed  of  any  real  or  personal  Estate  of  the  value  of  Twenty 
pounds  per  annum,  neither  does  any  such  Estate  to  him  belong.” 

84  ”  Newbury,  Berks — Baptisms,  December,  1772  : 

”29”  William,  son  of  William  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

1  he  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  Baptism  belonging  to  this  Parish  taken  this  21st  day 
of  February  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-five  by  me — 

“  JAMES  ROE,  Rector  of  Speen,  Berks.” 

“  Witnesses  THOMAS  ATTWICKS, 

SAMUEL  PURDUE,  parish  clerk.” 

Marriages,  1794  : 

William  Higgs  and  Sarah  Attwickes,  July  7th. 

“  The  above  is  an  exact  copy  from  the  Register  belonging  to  the  Parish  of  Speen 
taken  this  eighteenth  day  of  March  One  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  twenty  five  by  me — 

P.  W.  COTTON,  Officiating  Minister.” 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  STREATLEY. 

Streatley  is  a  village  situated  011  the  Berkshire  bank  of  the  River  Thames  opposite 
Goring  on  the  Oxford  side.  Families  of  Higgses  were  settled  here  from  Basildon,  Berks, 
and  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  two  miles  further  up  the  river  at  an  early  date.  A  complete 
search  has  not  been  made  through  the  parish  registers,  but  the  following  notes  gathered 
from  wills  and  the  parish  registers  may  prove  of  interest  and  value  : 

As  early  as,  and  before,  1573  Richard  Higge  was  settled  at  Westridge  in  this  parish, 
for  he  was  buried  at  Streatley  in  that  year.  From  his  will  he  was  a  cousin  of  John 
Clarke  of  Aldington,  Co.  Berks  ( vide  Berks  Will,  1573  I7.,  fo.  352).  The  Clarkes  of 
Ardington  were  an  old  armorial  family  in  Berkshire  and  quartered  in  their  arms  those  of 
Champeney  and  Pikeman  of  Basildon,  John  Clarke  of  Basildon  marrying  Elizabeth, 
an  heiress  of  the  family  of  Champeney,  whilst  his  grandson  Johannes  Clarke  of  Arding¬ 
ton  married  Alicia,  daughter  and  heiress  of - Pikeman  or  Pickman  of  Basildon 

{vide  MS.  ‘Ashmole  ’,  852,  p.  331,  “  Heralds  Visitation  of  Berks  ”,  1665-6).  This  Richard 
Higge,  or  Higges,  had  a  brother  Thomas  Higges,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  either 
he  or  his  brother  Thomas  was  the  father  of  Richard  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead,  Co.  Berks, 
who  married  Margaret  Littlewokk  in  1573.  Richard  Higge  also  speaks  in  his 
will  of  his  ”  kinsman  ”  1  homas  Higgs  of  Whitchurch,  Oxon.  The  eldest  son  of  Richard 
Higge  of  Westridge  was  William  Higgs,  whose  will  was  proved  in  1626  (P.C.C. 
“  Skynner  ”,  fo.  30),  and  his  daughter  Elizabeth  married  Thomas  Clarke  of  Southridge, 
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in  the  same  parish.  His  son  Thomas  Higgs,  as  already  recorded,  became  the  ancestor 
of  the  Higgs  Family  of  Upton  and  Blewbury,  Berks.  One  Henry  Clarke  of  Goring,  Oxon, 
in  all  probability  a  son  of  John  Clarke  of  Ardington  by  Alicia  Pikeman,  his  wife  (of 

Basildon),  had  a  daughter  Alice  (Clarke),  who 
became  the  wife  of  Richard  Allen  of  Streatlcy. 
The  family  of  Allen  was  one  closely  associated 
with  Basildon,  Berks,  and  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 
John  Allen,  son  of  Richard  Allen  of  Streatley 
and  Alice*  Clarke,  his  wife,  married  Ann, 
daughter  of  Ralph  Whistler  of  Fulscot,  Berks, 
another  family  which  had  marriage  alliance  with 
the  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  whilst  in  the  eighteenth 
century  Moses  Allen,  Gent.,  married  Mary  the 
daughter  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke. 
(Moses  Allen  died  31  October,  1770,  aged  sixty- 
three;  vide  Mural  Tablet  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church, 
South  Stoke.)  For  further  information  about 
the  family  of  Allen — who  intermarried  with  the 
Higgses,  Clarkes  and  Whistlers — vide  ‘  Had. 
MSS.’,  1483,  fo.  72 b,  and  1530,  fo.  526.  John 
Higgs  of  Westridge,  Streatley,  whose  will  was 
proved  in  1665  (P.C.C.  “  Hyde  ”,  fo.  40),  a 
grandson  of  Richard  Higge  of  Westridge, 
mentions  his  “  kinsman  ”  Richard  Higgs  of 
Sulhampstead,  thus  definitely  establishing  the 
relationship  between  these  families,  whilst  his 
brother  William  Higgs,  yeoman,  of  Westridge 
(will  proved  1651,  P.C.C.  “Grey”,  fo.  25), 
mentions  his  “kinsman”  William  Higgs  of 
Hampstead  Norris,  Berks,  who  was,  in  fact,  his 
uncle  or  his  cousin,  as  in  the  will  of  his  father  William  Higges  ol  Westiidge  (proved 
P.C.C.  “  Skynner  ”,  fo.  50,  1627)  he  mentions  his  “  Brother  William  Higgs  of 
Hampstead  Norris  The  following  is  an  abstract  made  from  this  will  . 
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Clarke  of  Arlington,  Co.  Berks 

QUARTERING 

1.  Champeney.  3.  Pikeman  of 
Bash. don,  Berks. 

(‘Hail.  MSS.’,  1081,  l'o.  17 b.) 


ABSTRACT  OF  THE  WILL  OF  WILLIAM  HIGGES  OF  WESTRIDGE  IN  THE 

PARISH  OF  STREATLEY,  CO.  BERKS,  1627. 

(P.C.C.  “  Skynner  ” ,Jo.  30.) 

William  Higges  of  Westridge,  purchased  his  land  in  that  place  from  John  Thorold, 
and  left  it  to  William  his  son,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  lie  owned  land  at  Upton,  in  the 
Parish  of  Blowberry,  Berks,  which  he  purchased  from  William  Stanton,  and  left  it  to 
his  son  Thomas  Higgs,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  and  ten  pounds  of  good  and  lawful  money. 
To  his  son  John  Higgs,  the  younger,  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  he  left  “A  little  coppice  pur¬ 
chased  from  Mr.  Elston,  lying  betwixt  Colledgewood  and  Mr.  Sambourne’s  grounds  , 
and  i  100.0.0.  To  his  eldest  son  John  Higgs  £40.0.0,  and  to  his  live  children  20/-  each. 
To  his  son-in-law  John  Bird  his  debt  to  him.  To  his  two  daughters  Millicent  Payne 
and  Susan  Bird  20  j-  each,  lo  his  brother  William  Higgs  of  Hampstead  Norris  a  legacy. 
To  John  Clarke,  son  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Clarke,  wife  of  Thomas  Clarke  of 
Southridge  £10.0.0. 

His  sons  William  Higgs,  and  Thomas  Higgs,  were  executors. 

He  also  mentions  his  cousin  William  Fruen,  and  his  cousin  Francis  Anstell. 
Witnesses  to  the  will  were  John  Grace,  Francis  Astell,  William  Fruen  and  1  homas 
Cullens. 
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Abstracts  from  the  Parish  Registers  of  Streatley,  Co.  Berks. 
Marriages,  1695-1787  : 

1695.  29  Sept.  Henry  Bayly  and  Martha  Higgs,  both  of  this  parish. 

1749.  16  Dec.  James  Higgs  of  Basildon  and  Martha  Warner  of  this  parish. 

1786.  20  April.  Richard  Child  and  Mary  Higgs. 

1787.  22  Jan.  John  Greenaway  and  Mary  Higgs,  widow. 

(Note. — “  There  is  no  record  of  any  marriage,  baptism  or  burial  in  Streatley  prior  to 
1679.  Ihe  Higgs  in  Streatley  seem  to  have  intermarried  with  the  Bayly  family,  the 
Baylys,  or  Baileys,  with  the  Cheneys,  and  then  to  have  passed  away  from  this  parish 
a  century  or  so  ago.”— Rev.  John  Izat,  Vicar  of  Streatley. 

There  was,  however,  a  John  Higgs  of  Streatley  whose  will  was  proved  10  May,  1665 
(see  Calendar  of  Original  Berks  Wills),  also  the  estate  of  one  Richard  Higgs  of  West- 
ridge  in  this  parish  was  administered  in  1575. — W.  M.  II.) 


Baptisms, 

1679-1780  : 

i(>79- 

8  Feb. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Higgs. 

1695. 

9  June. 

William,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs 

1762. 

17  Oct. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Higgs. 

177-2. 

20  July. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Higgs. 

I773- 

21  Sept. 

William,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Higgs. 

1 774- 

28  Nov. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Higgs. 

1780. 

19  Nov. 

Sophia,  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  Higgs. 

Burials,  1 

679-1784  : 

1680. 

26  Feb. 

Anne,  wife  of  Robert  Higgs. 

1702. 

9  Sept. 

William  Higgs. 

I7T3- 

28  Jan. 

Francis  Higgs. 

1711. 

17  Nov. 

Mary  Higgs,  widow. 

1721. 

31  Dec. 

Anne  Higgs. 

1771. 

5  Sept. 

William  Higgs. 

1772. 

20  April. 

William  Higgs. 

i783- 

16  Jan. 

John  Higgs. 

1784. 

1  J  une. 

Thomas  Higgs,  aged  66  years. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SUITIAM. 

The  parish  registers  at  Sulham  commence  in  1720,  the  marriage  entries  of  which 
have  been  printed  by  Messrs.  Phillimore  &  Co.,  and  show  that  only  two  Higgs  family 
weddings  took  place  here  between  their  commencement  and  1S36,  namely  : 

1733.  16  July.  Peter  Payne  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

1743.  10  Oct.  John  Emmunds  and  Sarah  Higgs. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SULHAMPSTEAD,  Co.  BERKS. 

About  six  miles  south-west  of  Reading,  and  about  double  that  distance— almost 
due  south — from  South  Stoke,  the  villages  of  Sulhampstead  Abbots  and  Sulhampstead 
Banister  lie.  It  is  stated  that  the  name  “  Sulhampstead  ”  meant  in  Saxon  times  “  South 
Homestead  ”,  in  later  times  becoming  ”  Chilhamstead  ”,  “  Southstede  ”  and  ”  Sul- 
hamstead  ”.  “  Abbots  ”  was  no  doubt  appended  because  of  the  place  having  been 

granted  by  Henry  I  to  the  Abbey  of  Reading,  and  there  are  reasons  for  believing  that 
this  property  may  have  belonged  in  earlier  times  to  the  ancient  Saxon  Monastery  prior 
to  the  Norman  Invasion.  I  he  parish  registers  ol  Sulhampstead  Abbots  commence  in 
1602,  whilst  those  of  the  adjoining  settlement  of  Sulhampstead  Banister  begin  hfty-two 
years  later  in  1654. 

17 


10  ^ireiaaX  ifr  .iHT  -H  !  81  r.JTfr'BA 


1  /.htm/K  hn:  yjy/  I  ?&>  i’l  j<  ^  n 


' 


. 


1  <  >i  f  ■ 


•  U  >ii 


i»  Ihijb  nuinrtA  lo  suit  oj  I  tit i  H  y<l  bolni.t'* 

.  •«!  *  I 


258 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


As  early  as  1596  one  John  Higgs  was  settled  in  Sulhampstead  Banister,  he  having 
married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  John  Wilder  of  Nunhide,  in  Sulham,  by  Agnes  (or 
Alice),  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Keats,  Fsqre.,  of  Sulham  House.  Eleanor 
was  a  grand-daughter  of  John  and  Agnes  Wilder,  and  great-grand-daughter  of  one 
Nicholas  Wilder,  an  officer  at  the  Battle  of  Bosworth  in  1485  (when  Richard  III  was 
defeated  and  slain  by  Henry,  Duke  of  Richmond),  who  is  said  to  have  settled  in  England 
from  Germany,  and  in  1497  to  have  been  granted  an  estate  and  armorial  rank.  This 
family  seems  to  have  spread  rapidly  over  Berkshire  and  Oxfordshire,  and  there  are  a 
number  of  instances  of  the  families  of  Higgs  and -Wilder  becoming  united  by  marriage. 
At  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  one  John  Higgs  married  an  Elizabeth  Wilder  5  June, 
1:563,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  have  resided  in  Thatcham- — at  least  no  issue  of  this 
marriage  are  recorded  in  the  baptismal  entries  of  that  parish.  Magdalen,  daughter  of 
Griffith  Higgs  by  Sara  Payn,  his  wife,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  married  one  Nicholas 
Wilder  of  Goring,  Oxon  (about  1615),  in  all  probability  a  son  of  Nicholas  W  ilder, 
the  brother  of  Eleanor,  who  married  John  Higgs  ol  Sulhampstead,  in  which  case 
John  Higc.s  would  be  the  uncle  of  the  aforesaid  Magdalen  Higgs,  baptized  at  South 
Stoke  30  June,  1594. 

The  will  of  John  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead  Banister  (with  little  doubt  one  ol  the 
numerous  sons  of  Nicholas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  by  Mary,  daughter  and  co-heir  of 
Griffith  Barton,  Esqre.,  his  wife)  was  proved  3  March,  1598/9,  having  been  dated 
4  December,  1596  (Arch.  Berks.  J.,  389).  In  it  he  mentions  his  son  John,  his  daughter 
Mary,  the  wife  ol  one  Phillips,  and  his  daughter  Alice  Higgs.  It  would  appear  from 
the  Will  of  this  son  John  Higgs,  also  of  Sulhampstead  Banister — (pr.  1604,  Arch. 
Berks.  J.,  1353) — that  this  male  line  died  out,  as  he  makes  mention  of  no  children  by 
his  wife  Joane.  His  will  was  witnessed  by  Thomas,  Eleanor,  John  and  Elizabeth 
Moreland,  and  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  in  1625  the  Rev.  \  homas  Moreland  occupied 
the  Rectory  which  adjoins  Brazen  Head  Cottage.  This  picturesque  cottage-home  was 
built  in  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  became  the  property  of  William 
Wilder,  who  sold  it  to  a  William  Parr,  who  in  turn  sold  it  in  1639  to  the  Kendrick 
Charity.  In  1774  Brazen  Head  Cottage  (which  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth 
century  was  destined  to  become  the  home  of  another  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  settling 
in  Sulhampstead  from  Thatcham  in  Berkshire),  was  sold  by  one  Joel  Stephens  to 
William  Tiioyts,  Esqre.,  and  it  remained  in  the  Tiioyts  family  of  Sulhampstead  House 
until  1910,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  late  Sir  William  Watson.  T  he  celebrated  engineer 
in  his  day,  Samuel  (afterwards  Sir  Samuel)  Moreland  or  Mokland,  who  for  some  time 
acted  as  assistant  to  John  Thurloe,  the  confidential  secretary  to  Oliver  Cromwell, 
was  a  son  ol  the  aforesaid  Rev.  Thomas  Moreland,  of  the  Rectory. 

There  was  at  this  time,  however,  another  family  of  Higgs  in  this  locality,  who 
flourished  for  at  least  three  generations  at  Sulhampstead  Abbots,  namely  that  of 
Richard  Higgs  and  his  descendants.  This  Richard  Higgs  may  have  been  a  brother 
of  John  Higgs  the  elder  of  Sulhampstead  Banister,  and  also  another  of  the  sons  of 
Nicholas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  and  Mary,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Griffith  Barton, 
Esqre.,  his  wife,  or  possibly  a  descendant  of  William  Higgs  of  Shinfield,  a  village  three 
miles  to  the  south  of  Reading,  and  lying  about  six  miles  to  the  east  ol  Sulhampstead,  as 
Richard  Higgs's,  grandson  Richard  Higgs  owned  land  at  Burghlield,  a  village  lying 
between  Sulhampstead  Abbots  and  Shinfield,  and  too  in  1761  one  Samuel  Higgs  of 
Shinfield,  who  was  the  school-master  there,  died,  and  desired  by  his  Will  to  be  buried 
“  in  the  chancel  of  Sulhampstead  Abbots'  Church,  in  a  lead  coffin,  near  to  my  Grand¬ 
mother  Higgs  ".  (He  may  have  been  a  descendant  of  Samuel,  the  grandson  of  Richard 
Higgs.)  Richard  Higgs  the  first  of  Sulhampstead  Abbots  married  one  Margaret 
Littlework  (probably  of  Englefield),  and  by  her  had  at  least  two  sons — James  Higgs 
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and  Richard  Higgs  and  was  father  also  of  Agnes,  who  became  the  wife  of  William 
Wheate  in  1604  (the  first  entry  in  the  Sulhampstead  Abbots  Register  of  Marriages). 

James  Higgs  married  and  became  the  father  of  Richard  Higgs,  a  much  respected 
man  in  the  parish.  I  his  Ric  hard  Higgs  was  in  business  as  a  turner  and  cooper.  In 
1:654,  during  the  days  of  confusion  ’  ,  he  was  chosen  by  the  parishioners  as  Registrar  in 
compliance  with  the  Act  of  Parliament  ordering  such  appointments  to  be  made,  which 
Act  was,  passed  in  1653.  Apparently  he  wras  Registrar  for  both  Sulhampstead  Abbots 
and  Sulhampstead  Banister.  He  was  C  hurchwarden  of  Sulhampstead  Abbots  in  1681, 
and  also  in  1(182,  the  year  of  his  death,  when  he  was  buried  at  Sulhampstead  Banister 
5  Jlll>r  that  year.  In  the  (  hurch  wardens'  Accounts,  which  were  kept  at  Sulhampstead 
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House,  and  which  date  from  i66(),  Richard  Higgs’s  name  appears  among  the  names  of 
subsea  ibeis  (as  was  required  by  Act  of  Parliament)  to  a  fund  for  “  Redeeming  the  English 
captives  in  Turkey”  in  the  year  1670,  Richard  Higgs  contributing  is.,  John  Brown, 
his  servant,  6 tl,  and  Catherine  Hannington,  likewise  his  servant,  6 d.  Only  tw'o 
persons  contributed  more  than  is.,  namely  the  Rector,  the  Rev.  James  Eayser,  5s.,  and 
b ranges  Eayser,  his  wife,  2s.  The  total  amount  raised  by  the  parishioners  for  this 
purpose  was  £1  2 s.  10 d.  By  his  wife  Jane,  Richard  Higgs  had  two  children  — one  son, 
James,  baptized  at  Sulhampstead  Banister  18  December,  1(172,  and  who  died  intestate 
at  the  age  of  twenty  (administration  granted  to  his  father  12  April,  1692— Archdeaconry 
of  Berks),  and  one  daughter,  Anne,  baptized  b  January,  1661,  also  at  Sulhampstead 
Banister,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Mungee  or  Monger,  by  whom  she  had  five 
childien.  I  heir  home  is  thought  to  have  been  the  cottage  just  over  the  Burglffield 
Parish  Boundary,  behind  Whitehouse  Green,  in  the  Manor  of  Sheffield.  There  is  a  local 
charity  known  as  “  Monger’s  Charity  ",  the  history  of  which  is  as  follows  : 


' 

1  IH  (li't  £ 


f  1 


26o 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


“  In  1626,  Richard,  son  of  William  Marshe,  was  buried  at  Sulhampstead  Abbots. 
His  will  was  proved  at  Reading  ;  he  gave  to  Richard  Higgs  his  messuage,  etc.,  in  Sul¬ 
hampstead  Abbots  and  Sheffield  to  provide  5s.  yearly  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  to  be 
paid  every  Ascension  Day  until  the  World’s  End.  The  first  entry  in  the  Churchwarden’s 
Books  is  1706.  This  Charity  is  still  paid.  Richard  Higgs  was  a  turner  ;  his  daughter 
Anne  married  John  Monger  ;  from  this  the  Donation  became  known,  as  it  still  is,  as 
‘  Monger’s  Charity  — ‘  History  of  Sulhampstead,'  by  Mrs.  E.  E.  ihoyts. 

So,  with  the  death  of  James,  the  son  of  Richard  Higgs,  the  Registrar  in  1672,  the 
male  line  from  him  apparently  died  out. 

Returning  to  the  second  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Margaret  Littlework  his 
wife,  Richard  by  name.  He  was  evidently  from  his  will  (proved  in  the  Archdeaconry 
Court  of  Berkshire,  14  June,  1665)  a  man  of  learning  as  well  as  being  a  considerable 
land-owner  in  the  counties  of  Berks  and  Hants.  In  his  will  he  mentions  his  kinsman 
William  Higgs  of  Westridge  and  Streatley,  which  rather  strengthens  the  supposition 
that  his  father  Richard  was  one  of  the  sons  of  Nicholas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke.  It  has 
been  stated  that  Agnes,  the  daughter  of  Richard  the  elder  of  Sulhampstead  Abbots, 
married  William  Wheate,  and  it  would  seem  from  the  will  of  her  brother  Richard 
Higgs  the  younger  that  he,  too,  married  into  the  same  family,  as  he  mentions  “  My  loving 
brother  Samuel  Wheate  ”.  By  Elizabeth  his  wife  he  had  at  least  three  sons — John 
Higgs,  Richard  Higgs  and  Samuel  Higgs  and  a  daughter  Anne,  who  was  baptized 
at  Sulhampstead  Banister  in  1636,  and  was  buried  there  18  November,  1670.  To  John 
Higgs,  his  eldest  son,  he  left  all  his  land  at  Sherborne,  Southampton  (Co.  Hants),  property 
which  Richard  Higgs  had  purchased  from  one  Joseph  Bi.aynaue,  anti  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  in  the  occupation  of  Widow  Corderoy.  To  his  second  son,  Richard 
Higgs,  he  bequeathed  all  his  land  in  Sulhampstead  Abbots  and  in  Burghfield  in  the 
occupation  of  John  Norman,  and  to  his  son  Samuel  Higgs  he  demised  land  at  West 
Sherborne  in  the  possession  of  one  William  Reade.  All  his  books  in  “  Hebrew,  Greek, 
Latin  and  English  ”  were  to  be  divided  equally  among  his  children.  He  makes  mention 
of  his  “  cousins  ”  Edward  and  Eleanor  Chennell.  His  Will  was  witnessed  by  one 
Stephen  Kent,  and  was  proved  14  June,  1(165.  It  is  sealed  with  an  armorial  seal  in 
wax,  showing  three  eagles  displayed  upon  the  field  with  his  initials  H.1I.  This  is  curious, 
as  these  Arms  are  those  of  Queen’s  College,  Oxford.  He  was  buried  at  Sulhampstead 
Banister  5  May,  1665.  It  may  be  that  after  Richard  Higgs’s  decease  his  sons  moved 
away  from  Sulhampstead,  with  perhaps  the  exception  of  Richard,  to  whom  the  Sul¬ 
hampstead  property  was  bequeathed.  Apparently  his  widow  moved  to  Reading,  for 
the  following  entry  appears  in  the  Register  of  Sulhampstead  Banister  : 

“  1691.  9  Sept.  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Reading  was  buried  ”. 

There  are  remarkably  few  Higgs  entries  in  the  registers  of  either  parish.  Possibly 
the  Francis  Higgs  who,  by  Ann  his  wife,  had  a  son  Francis,  who  was  baptized  20 
March,  1692,  was  a  son  of  Richard,  the  second  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
It  would  also  seem  that  the  younger  Francis  Higgs  had  a  son  John  Higgs,  who  by 
his  wife  Ann  had  two  sons — Francis,  baptized  at  Sulhampstead  Abbots  15  April, 
1742,  and  William,  baptized  30  June,  1745  -after  which  time  the  parish  records  throw 
no  light  upon  then  descendants.  About  the  year  1765  one  James  Higgs  settled  in 
Sulhampstead  from  the  parish  of  Thatcham  in  the  same  county.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  son  of  James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash  by  Henwick  in  the  parish  of  Thatcham,  by 
Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Coggs  of  Henwick.  He  left  Thatcham  “  under  a  cloud  ” 
according  to  family  tradition  with  his  descendants,  and  also  according  to  a  similar 
tradition  among  the  descendants  of  Adam  Higgs,  another  son  of  James  and  Hannah 
Higgs  of  Cold  Ash.  Just  what  the  trouble  in  the  family  was  has  not  come  to  light,  and 
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perhaps  it  is  just  as  well  that  such  family  disagreements  and  troubles  should  be  buried. 
By  his  wife  Elizabeth  he  had  several  children,  and  Berry  Higgs,  his  son,  who  was 
baptized  at  Sulhampstead  Abbots  27  February,  1 773,  was  engaged  for  some  time  in  the 


Ann,  wife  of  Berry  Higgs  of 
Sulhampstead, 

Co.  Berks,  at  the  age  of  86. 


Mary,  wife  of  James  Higgs  of 
Sulhampstead,  Co. 

Berks,  and  daughter  of  Nicholas 
Paice  of  Aldkrmaston. 


Brazen  Head  Cottage,  Sulhampstead,  Co.  Berks,  the  Birthplace  of  William 
Higgs,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of  Park  Close,  Basingstoke,  Co  Hants 

early  part  of  his  life  in  some  capacity  upon  the  construction  of  the  Bath  Road  between 
Reading  and  Newbury.  He,  however,  eventually  settled  in  his  native  village  and  turned 
his  attention  to  farming.  James  Higgs,  his  father,  died  at  Sulhampstead,  according  to 
the  Sulhampstead  Abbots  register,  and  was  buried  2  July,  1809,  at  the  age  of  69,  so 
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Aldlrmaston  Villagh  Strkkt,  showing  Cottagk  ok  Nicholas  I'aki 


Aldlrmaston 


‘a kish  Church  and  Churchyard,  Co.  Burks 
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that  he  was  born  at  Thatcham  about  the  year  1740,  and  must  have  been  one  of  the 
younger,  if  not  the  youngest,  child  of  his  parents.  Berry  Higgs  married  Ann,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Sharis  by  Mary,  his  wife,  and  from  a  careful  search  made  through  the 
registers  of  both  Sulhampstead  Abbots  and  Sulhampstead  Banister,  it  would  appear 
that  her  parents  settled  in  this  locality  shortly  before  she,  their  eldest  child,  was  born — 
about  the  year  17 74.  The  surname  is  an  uncommon  one,  and  is  found  variously  spelt 
in  the  registers  in  connection  with  the  baptism  of  children  of  the  same  parentage  as 
Surrs,  Sekrs,  Sceare,  Seary,  Sikres  and  Sharis.  Thomas  Sharis  was  buried  in 


William  Higgs,  Eso.,  J.]\,  of  Pakk  Close, 
Hasingstokk,  Co.  Hants. 


Sulhampstead  Abbots  Churchyard  in  1831,  aged  eighty  years,  whilst  the  remains  of  his 
wife  Mary  were  also  laid  to  rest  there  in  1833,  when  of  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
After  Berry  Higgs’s  decease  his  widow  conducted  a  Dames’  school  in  Brazen  Head 
Cottage,  where  she  lived.  She  was  much  beloved  and  respected  in  the  village.  She 
died  in  1858  or  ’59,  and  was  eighty-six  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death.  As  will  be 
seen  from  the  tabulated  pedigree  given  of  this  branch  of  the  family,  Berry  and  Ann 
Higgs  left  live  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  James  Higgs,  the  second  son,  lived  at 
Brazen  Head  Cottage.  He  was  baptized  at  Sulhampstead  Abbots  10  January,  1808, 
and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Paice  of  Aldermaston  in  the  county  of  Berks. 
The  Paice  family  had  been  long  seated  in  that  village,  and  the  name  is  found  in  many 
places  in  the  county  from  quite  early  times.  Nicholas  Bak  e  was  forester  and  paik 
keeper  at  Aldermaston  Park,  and  lived  in  a  cottage  about  midway  of  the  village  street,  a 
view  of  which  is  given  here,  this  was  the  birthplace  of  Mary  Paice.  Many  geneiations 
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of  the  Paice  family  lie  buried  in  Aldermaston  Churchyard,  and  Nicholas  was  interred 
at  a  spot  near  to  the  old  yew  tree  seen  in  the  picture  here  reproduced,  on  the  left  side 
of  the  picture.  A  sister  of  Mary  Paice,  Martha  by  name,  left  Aldermaston  and  went 
to  live  in  London,  and  it  was  many  years  before  the  two  sisters  again  met.  The  unusual 
coincidence  in  connection  with  these  two  daughters  of  Nicholas  Paice  of  Aldermaston 
is  that  when  they  did  meet  each  of  them  was  a  Mrs.  Higgs,  Martha  having  met  in 
London  one  Edward  Higgs,  a  clerk  in  some  Government  office,  whom  she  married, 
whilst  Mary  had  become  the  wife  of  James  Higgs,  of  Prazen  Head  Cottage,  Sulhamp- 
stead.  To  what  branch  ol  the  Higgs  family  this  Edward  Higgs  belonged  is  not 
known. 

The  fourth  son  of  James  Higgs  of  Brazen  Head  Cottage,  by  Mary  Paice,  his  wife, 
was  William  Higgs,  who  was  born  in  that  old  home  11  June,  1852.  At  an  early  age 


Park  Close,  Basingstoke,  Co.  Hants,  the  Residence  oe 
William  I  lions,  Kso.,  J.P. — Designed  hy  Himself. 


he  was  sent  to  the  parish  school  in  Sulhampstcad  Abbots,  founded  and  endowed  by  the 
Misses  1  hoyts  in  1817.  On  leaving  school  at  the  age  of  twelve  he  obtained  work  in 
Heading  at  the  biscuit  factory  of  Messrs.  Huntley  &r  Palmer,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen 


gas  engineer.  In  1874  he  became  an  assistant  to  the  Secretary  and  Manager  ol  the 
Exeter  Gas  Company,  and  in  1883  was  appointed  secretary  and  manager  to  the  Basing¬ 
stoke  Gas  Company.  His  public  work  in  this  Hampshire  town  has  been  mainly  in  the 
interest  of  educational  affairs.  As  a  member  of  the  school  board  he  served  for  a  period 
of  nine  years  until  the  Education  Act  of  1902,  when  he  was  appointed  a  selected  member 
of  the  Hampshire  Education  Committee,  and  has  served  on  this  committee  continuously 
for  twenty  years. 

At  varying  periods  Mr.  William  Higgs  has  acted  as  Chairman  of  the  Governing 
Body  of  Queen  Mary’s  Grammar  School  for  Boys,  and  the  Basingstoke  County  High 
School  for  Girls.  On  18  October,  1915,  he  was  made  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Hampshire.  On  3  June,  1880,  he  married  Laura  Celia,  daughter  of  George  (  ol- 
dkidge,  of  Exeter,  Devon,  by  whom  he  had  live  sons.  She  died  20  August,  1920.  He 
married  secondly  Susannah  Jane  Wood  of  Paignton,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  who  is 
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PEDIGREE  cy*  H IGGS  ^  SULHAHPSTCAD.GTB  ER  KS.,  <2  branch  of those  cf  7  HATCH  AM 


JAMES  HIGGS 

of  Cold  Ash  ,  Thatcham. 

In  business  as  a  Cooferfy 
Tnanufaclurrer  of/tgTicu.1- 
tura L  i  mflemerus . 

bar,  ab  Thatch  am  Co. Berks 
I  9  July  1763. 


HANNAH^**/ 

William  COqgs 

of  Hen  wick  hy  cold  ash 
Parish  of  Thatch  an.  Go  "Berks 

Joabl':  a  I-  Thatch  AM-  JjJAN.  /(q6 
2  NOV.  /  72/. 


man 


iJOHN  Higgs  Joseph  ‘ADAMI^Mary 


°Tk,ZTt"*  Higqs  Higgs 

died  there  inkslale  jfCbLvAsH.  cJColdM 
Without  issue.  Hi  s  Coofer-  Confer, 
hei  ratio  w  was  a  A  -  t 

verb sedjor and  family  tradition  with  > 

Jos hu a  H/g  os.  of  the  descendants  of  AltfiCl 

Colo  Ash.  the  eldest  /f/6GS  is  that/) 'brother  left 

grandson  of  /ban  Thatcham  andWas  not 

Higgs  made  an  -un  ■  heard  <3/ ayain  f 
Successful  daunts 
the  £s l ate  at  S/l  Chester 


DC 


;  James  HiggstEliza-+  4 

BETH 


I^WRENCE^feW^ 


MARY 

WELLS. 


this  tr radii ion  has 
been  handed  clown 
to  his  descendant- s 
he  settled,  air 

Sul  HAHPAT£/ldr%ks 

PonrabouP  174-0 
Fur:  at  Sul  pan  fits  ad 

JA30752loa\QOg. 

aged  69. 


James  Higgs  'William  LBerryHiggs-j 

tan  ah  Higgs  p  Yeoman. 

Sul hah  pete  at Bahh/ster  t  ir.M  -1  ~ 

6  Se|ah  1769  ban l^rlarcb.  foajat  there  J^Feb.  1773 

*7’  ITS  5  Tor  sometime  in  his 

early  life  he  was  oc¬ 
cupied  in  some  cahacif 
on  the  construction  of  the  Bath 
Boat  heSwemTEHn/HG^dcwauRr' 


John_Ann 

Higgs  ^ 
of  Sul  ham t 
StfadJBah 

ULSTER 
?  Later  if 
S/LCH ESTER 


Ann 

bafeh  at 

Sul  HAMPSTEAD 
SBawh/ster. 


:  /\N  N  dau.f  '  ELlZA- 

Thonas^IHaky?  [I H 

SUAE  IS  of  SKb 

O  UL  HARPS  TEAS)  I  77  |  ’ 

bom: about  1 7  72 

died  !858/{)a£ecl86 

bur.,  at"  SuchahpsteadBah/v/s  ter 

for  some  nears  when  a  Widow  shekeht  a. 
ZDathe.  s  ^ school  aizs  ratehhead  ' 


2 1  Sept.  1777 

died  ■ 


^WlLLIAH  'JAMES  HIGGSt^IARY^.u/ThOMAS  YHARLES'jOHhi  .V  ^ 


H I G  GS  of Tpazen  Head  Cottage 

Pa^E  ahbx-  Sul  names  ieaTRanhister 

HAMPSTEAD  ba)>I  10 Jan  1508 
Abbots  1 2  Jan  at 

ISO 6  Sulhahpsteeed  Abbots 


cpTTViOJZS 

3 


IICHOLAS  HIGGS  HIGGS  HlhG'S^APY W'TsoNov. I 802 


ALUTRNpfrm  hBesnmahf  these  three 
CoCBerks  Scms  were  all  horn  at 

hur.SuLHAMASTESW  SuLHHKRSTEVW  BatVHK 
3anh,ster  FtB.18787**- 


Henry  'Thomas 'Edward ^William Higgs  .Esa.JBr  Laura  'rebeckah 


a \SuL HAMPSTEAD  ABBOTS  cH 

burthen?  _  |  ID  etc  1 80% 

LlZABETHTaJaV  ab 
Sulhhmps  te/w  .Abbots 
23  Oct.  1 8  03  _ 

@)/\N  N  bajat  1 8  Feb 

(810  a  XSuu/bmhs  tead 

jBahphstep 

(T) 

D 


Higgs  higgs  higgs  close. 

born  1856  of  borR.l848  s-£?*f  .§«>?• 

man  and  by  Ma  we  ahead  FeGHome  Arr2:  ' '  at" 

his  wife  MNE  tlRAn  ahaWy  Frazer  Herd  Cottage  in 
he  had  5  sons  “a  m,l?4Utrtc Sulraalastead  Bawhister 
Of z  J-,,.A'Lte^c  CiieolTDtcIQ/iA-.norhtoiJ  Co  Berks 

AHE‘M^rn^  .  . 

uj  IAUD.  /Vote:  JBoth  he Ndrer  m om a  s  were  Veterans  o{  the  Crimean  War. 
di.ed.30  OctI^GQ  CdlHO/wfOH  HEATH  t. Surrey. 


William  'Herbert  =  Mabel  'Sidney  jarvis  Higgs 


Nicholls  Color  idse 


HAAS  t  oDccisss  <w  aS«u6 


Loral9APR 

I  88  I  Veiled,  bom 2b MaY 
a$ecl  1  Ujrs.  1885 


CARTER  bom  18  88 


to  1 5  July  ioi  i 


IWl  LL I  AM -CARTERH.I  OLIVE  FRANCES-  , 
bom  l5Auc  1912  MABELb.9FE6.l9l6 


ICELIA  . . 

born .  1 1  July  1 924-  born  I  Oct  1 929 


GEORGE 
_  HIGgsh 
Salisbury,  co.  w/ds 
horn  Tan  189'T 

1  MARION 


Celia  cd  Sarah 

dau.of 

George 

COLDRIDGE 

of  Txetep 

ohed.20  Aug  IC)20 

=  SCidG  :S  US  ANISIA  JaNElWOOD 
cy  Pa  /okto/v  Co  JLe  vow,  ei  di  nee  tr 
ureal  descendant oflheBEvB 
/tSAViH/W  Ga v 7. m wo/)  JBaf  hsl 
TTPl  bister dtSBBHTV AT  oh  //UA7BV  /:’ 
IP  17-^7 f  orze  °f  Ike  founders  f 
1  tie  Soft  isl  772issiODary  Sod 

"TlOHNnbERTRUDE 

N  1C  NOLLS  {."Lovey) 


WrmoS 


Dhve 
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HIGGS  GREEN 
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a  lineal  descendant  of  the  Rev.  Abraham  Greenwood,  who  was  Baptist  Minister  at 
Barton-on-Humber  in  1797,  and  who  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Baptist  Missionary 
Society. 

In  the  Lower  Lane,  Sulhampstead,  there  lived  the  widow  of  one  Thomas  Higgs. 
She  died  of  influenza  on  Sunday,  10  January,  1892,  according  to  the  MS.  notes  upon  the 
parish  by  Mrs.  E.  E.  Thoyts,  preserved  in  the  Library  at  Reading.  This  Thomas  Higgs 
was  an  uncle  of  the  aforesaid  William  Higgs,  J.P.,  of  Park  Close,  Basingstoke.  lie  had 
live  sons—  1  homas,  Frederick,  Charles,  George  and  Manasseh  ;  the  last-named  was 
living  in  one  of  Biddle’s  (  ottages  in  1892,  and  then  working  for  a  Mr.  Few.  J  Imre 
were  also  three  daughters — Elizabeth,  Mary  Matilda  and  Helen.  Thus  ends  the 
account  of  the  family  of  Higgs  of  the  Sulhampstead  district  of  Berkshire. 


Higgs  Entries  in 


Marriages  : 


1604. 

24 

Oct. 

If  >84. 

12 

May 

17(10. 

16 

Nov. 

Baptisms : 

1606. 

27 

July. 

1842. 

15 

Apr. 

1745- 

30 

)  line 

1771. 

10 

Feb. 

I773- 

27 

Feb. 

1802. 

30 

Nov. 

1804. 

2  3 

Oct. 

1 806. 

12 

Jan. 

1808. 

10 

Jan. 

1810. 

18 

Feb. 

Burials  : 

it)  40. 

10 

Oct. 

I7<>3- 

12 

Mar. 

17«5- 

J9 

Mar. 

1802. 

1 1 

Dec. 

1809. 

2 

July 

the  Parish  Registers  of  Sulhampstead  Abbots. 

From  1602-1810. 

William  Wheate  and  Agnes  Higges. 

William  Holloway  and  Jane  Higgs  (widow).  (No  doubt  the 
widow  of  Richard  Higgs,  the  Registrar.) 

John  I'ayi.ok  and  Ann  Higgs. 


Ales,  daughter  of  Francis  Hies  (?  Hicks  or  Higgs). 

Francis,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Berry,  or  Bekkey,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs.  (In 
brackets  (From  Thatcham.).) 

Mary,  daughter  of  Berry  and  Ann  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Berry  and  Ann  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  Berry  and  Ann  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Berry  and  Ann  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  Berry  and  Ann  Higgs.  (Baptized  at  Banister.) 


Else,  wife  of  Francis  IIickes  (possibly  Higges). 
James  Higgs,  an  infant  from  Burfield. 

William  Higgs. 

Mary  Higgs,  an  infant  (born  1802). 

James  Higgs,  aged  69. 


S  U L 1 1 A  M  PST  1:  A I )  1  J.\  N 1  STL.  1< . 


Marriages  : 

1792.  24  May. 


From  1654-  1784. 

George  Shepherd,  of  Tilehurst,  and  Mary  Higgs 


Baptisms : 

1646 . 

1O72.  18  Dee. 

1692.  20  Mar. 

1769.  6  Sept. 

1777.  21  Sept. 


Anna,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs,  Jim. 
James,  son  of  Richard  and  Jane  Higgs. 
Francis,  son  of  Francis  and  Ann  Higgs. 
James,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs 
Anne,  daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Higgs. 
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Burials  : 

Richard  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Richard  Higgs  (turner). 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  of  Reading  (probably  widow  of  Richard 
Higgs. 

Francis  Higgs. 

Samuel  Higgs  from  ShinTield. 

-These  registers  appear  to  have  been  very  indifferently  kept  both  at  Sulhamp- 
stead  Abbots  and  Sulhampstead  Banister. — W.  M.  H.J 


1665. 

5 

May. 

1670. 

18 

Nov. 

1(182. 

5 

July 

1 69 1 . 

9 

Sept. 

1732. 

24 

July. 

1758. 

3 

Dec. 

(Note.— 

-These  rq. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SWALLOWFIELI). 

As  recorded  in  the  notes  upon  Higgs  of  Sonning,  Co.  Berks,  Richard  Higges  of 
that  place  willed  his  tenement  and  land,  called  “  Kembers,”  at  Svvallowfield,  Berks,  to 
his  son  William  Higges  in  1602. 

The  village  of  Swallowfield  lies  about  six  miles  south  of  Reading  and  about  twelve 
miles  from  Thatcham  “  as  the  crow  flies  From  the  parish  registers  of  this  place 
William  “  Hec.es”,  a  son  of  William  ”  IIiges”,  was  buried  at  Swallowfield  24  October, 
1687.  The  burial  of  the  father  does  not  seem  to  have  been  recorded  there.  'Hie  registers 
commence  in  1539,  and  the  first  record  of  a  Higgs  being  buried  in  this  parish  is  that  of 
Si  hell,  the  wife  of  one  Nicholas  Higges,  on  3  July,  1(157.  However,  there  was  another 
Nicholas  Higges,  other  than  her  husband,  who  was  buried  on  12  September,  1669, 
namely  Nicholas  Higges  of  Swallowfield,  whose  estate  was  administered  by  his  widow 
Mary  in  1665,  and  he  may  have  been  the  father  of  the  Nicholas  who  died  in  1669  and 
a  son  of  William  Higges,  who  inherited  “  Kembers  ”  from  his  father  Richard  Higges 
of  Sonning. 

The  following  are  the  abstracts  of  Higgs  burials  at  Swallowfield  up  to  1704  : 


Sibell  Higges,  the  wife  of  Nicholas. 

Nicholas  Higges. 

Jane  Higgs. 

Widow  Higges. 

Jane  Higs,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higs. 

Widow  Higs. 

Richard  Urges. 

William  '  Urges,  son  of  William  Higes. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

William  Higgs. 

Jane,  wife  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

ily).  Note. — The  Swallowfield  Registers  commence  in  1539  : 
John  Higgs  and  Alice  Cane. 

IIenery  Lonch  of  Frilsham,  Berks,  and  Ann  Higgs  of 
Donington,  Co.  Berks. 

John  Alexander  and  Margaret  Higgs. 

Henry  Reading  and  Mary  Higes. 

William  Wyat  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John  Sadgrove  and  Ann  Higgs. 


Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

Ann  Higgs,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

*  Nicholas  11  kicks  auil  Sihihll  Cock  were  married  30  November,  1007,  at  1‘yrton,  in  Oxfordshire. — Extract 
from  ‘  Phillunore’s  Marriage  Registers' 


*1(157. 

3  July. 

*1669. 

12  Sept. 

1(170. 

12  July. 

di75/(>- 

27  Jun. 

i()8o. 

21  June. 

1(182. 

27  Sept. 

1(184. 

5  June. 

1(187. 

24  Oct. 

1(185  /(>. 

14  Fell. 

.1688. 

20  Oct. 

]7(,4- 

12  Apr. 

Marriages, 

1(150-1710 

1  (>5-1/5  ■ 

22  Mar. 

1(158. 

20  June. 

1(172. 

6  May. 

1681  j  2,. 

4  Jan. 

1(190. 

20  Apr. 

1708. 

30  May. 

Baptisms,  1650-1710  : 

Bi53/3. 

3  Mar. 

1(154- 

31  Dec. 

1(156. 

3  April. 

1(160. 

8  April. 

, 


' 
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1679.  5  Nov. 

1681.  12  June. 

1683.  1  Dec. 

1 085/6.  3  Feb. 
1687.  29  Mar. 

1689.  28  Oct. 


Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higs. 

Hanna  Higes,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higes  and  Jane,  his  wife. 
Elizabeth  Higes,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higes. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Ann,  his  wife. 

William,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Ann,  his  wife. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  THATCHAM. 


Marriages,  1561-1837 

1690.  19  Jan. 

1722.  2  Nov. 

1 747-  IQ  °<'t. 

1753.  23  Dec. 

1764.  20  Aug.. 

17O6.  30  Dec. 

1 77 1  •  5  Dec. 

1813.  24  Dec. 


Thatciiam  Parish  Registers. 

William  Head  of  Speen  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Speen. 

James  Higgs  and  Hannah  Coggs. 

William  Morss  of  Thatciiam  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  New¬ 
bury. 

Adam  Higgs  and  Mary  Lawrence. 

John  Goodey  of  Woolhampton  and  Charity  Higgs  of  Thatcham. 
James  King  and  Ruth  Higgs. 

Adam  Higgs  and  Mary  Wells. 

James  Roads  and  Martha  Higgs.  Witnesses:  Caleb  Higgs 
and  Esther  Corderoy. 


Baptisms,  1561-1837  : 


P>53- 

— 

1656. 

5 

April 

1657. 

16 

Dec. 

1663. 

15 

Sept. 

1690. 

12 

June. 

1(191. 

26 

July. 

1694. 

1 

June. 

1722. 

(?) 

Dec. 

1724. 

1 

May. 

J75  4- 

28 

Dec. 

1756. 

3i 

May. 

I758- 

17 

Sept. 

1760. 

3 

Aug. 

17(10. 

9 

Nov. 

1762. 

27 

J  une 

17(14. 

20 

July. 

1800. 

28 

Dec. 

1803. 

9 

Jan. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higgs. 

Margaret,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higgs. 

A  daughter  of  Katherine  Higgs  (reputed  father  George  Paice). 
Anne,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higgs. 

Roger,  son  of  Roger  “  Hicks  ”  (Cowper). 

Mary,  daughter  of  Roger  “  Higgs  ”  (Cowper). 

“  A  son  of  Roger  Higgs.” 

Henry  (?),  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Hannah,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Adam  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Phoebe,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Hannah,  daughter  of  Elizabeth  Hegis. 

Samson,  son  of  Adam  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Patience,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Higgs. 

William, son  of  John  and  Charlotte  Higgs,  born  16  November. 
Charles,  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  (born  4  December 
1802). 


Burials,  1561-1837  : 


I(\57- 

5 

June. 

Nicholas  Higges. 

1657. 

22 

I  )ee. 

Base  child  of  Katherine  Higges. 

1660. 

12 

Mar. 

Anne  Higges  (widow). 

1665. 

12 

April. 

Anne,  wife  of  Nicholas  Higges. 

1(165. 

23 

Aug. 

Nicholas  Higges. 

16(15. 

20 

Sept. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higges  (senior,  deceased) 

1(169. 

26 

Mar. 

Thomas  Higges. 

1669. 

2 

Oct. 

Walter  Higges. 

1673- 

18 

June. 

Margaret  Higgs  (spinster). 

1690. 

14 

J  une. 

Roger,  son  of  Roger  “  Hicks  ”  (cowper). 

1(194. 

14 

July. 

William,  son  of  Roger  Higgs. 

I7TP 

8 

July. 

Thomas,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

1730. 

2  7 

Oct. 

Roger  Higgs  (bucket  maker). 

1743- 

19 

Mar. 

John,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Hegis, 

I755- 

23 

July. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Adam  and  Mary  Higgs. 

*7(K1- 

19 

July. 

James  Higgs  (bucket  maker). 

176(1. 

9 

Sept . 

Mary,  wife  of  Adam  Higgs. 

1 7(1(1. 

10 

Nov. 

A  child  of  Adam  Higgs.” 

Mil  moh!  )o  nm  m#  h»  ti 
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1776. 

23 

Jan. 

1782. 

5 

Aug. 

1786. 

J9 

May. 

1786. 

15 

June 

1797. 

6 

Jan. 

1803. 

25 

Mar. 

1804. 

5 

Nov. 

1806. 

8 

Jan. 

1807. 

27 

Feb. 

1808. 

26 

Aug. 

1812. 

24 

Dec. 

1813. 

9 

Aug. 

1829. 

25 

April 

1833. 

20 

Nov. 

1834. 

7 

Mar. 

1836. 

4 

July. 

1834. 

28 

Feb. 

Mary  Higgs. 

Phoebe  Higgs. 

Richard  Higgs. 

James  Higgs. 

George  Higgs  (infant). 

Mary  Higgs  (infant). 

Charity  Higgs  (infant). 

Cornelius  Higgs  (infant). 

Adam  Higgs. 

Hester  Higgs  (infant). 

Mary  Higgs,  aged  79  years.  • 

Ann  Higgs  (infant)  of  Cold  Ash. 

Samson  Higgs,  aged  Ob  years. 

Prudence  Higgs,  aged  32  years. 

Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Newbury,  aged  22  3rears. 

James  Higgs  of  Thatcham,  aged  1  year. 

Hephziba  Higgs,  daughter  of  Samson  and  Ann  Higgs,  aged 
22  years. 


I  he  following  members  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Thatcham  were  baptized  at  the  Lower 
Meeting  House  at  Newbury,  Berks  (‘  Independent  ’,  founded  a.d.  1686). 

Baptisms,  1695-1771  (vol.  i)  : 

1 735-  8  Oct.  Joseph,  son  of  James  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

1738.  24  Nov.  Ruth,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

I74I-  T5  June.  Charity,  daughter  of  James  and  Hannah  Higgs. 

(Note.—  I  liese  are  all  the  references  to  Higgses  in  this  volume 
of  baptisms  |  Registrar-General's  Office,  London.  Non-Parochial 
Registers,  Berks,  No.  13J.) 


THE  BAILY  FAMILY  OF  THATCHAM  AND  NEWBURY. 

Mi.  Richard  Baily,  a  native  ol  lhatcliam,  went  to  live  at  Newbury,  and  resided  in 
the  house  on  the  west  side  of  Northbrook  Street  now  known  as  “  Cambridge  House  ”. 
He  became  established  as  a  banker  in  Newbury,  and  married  Sarah  Head,  of  an  old 
family  in  the  town,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  The  family  of  Head 
was  long  resident  both  in  Newbury  and  the  adjoining  village  of  Speen.  In  1682  one 
Joseph  Head  was  Churchwarden  at  the  Parish  Church  of  Newbury,  and  became  Mayor 
of  the  town  in  1692.  His  son  Joseph  also  succeeded  him  in  this  office  in  1713.  A 
William  Head  of  Speen  married  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  that  place  at  Thatcham  19  January, 
1690.  Others  of  the  Head  family  were  mayors  of  Newbury — Benjamin  Head  in  1721, 
John  Head  in  1738,  Lawrence  Head  in  1750— and  James  Head  was  town  clerk  for 
Newbury  from  1757  until  1779,  when  he  resigned. 

Richard  Baily  became  mayor  of  Newbury  in  1773.  On  13  October,  1813,  a  “  Licence 
of  Alienation  ”  (which  was  leave  from  the  Crown  to  transfer  property  in  land  held  in 
chief— i.  e.  directly  from  the  King)  was  granted  by  Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  to 
Richard  Baily  of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  banker,  to  lease  certain  lands  in  Newtown, 
Newbury,  in  the  county  of  Southampton  (Hampshire),  to  Robert  Brookman  and 
Frances,  his  wife,  and  to  Thomas  White,  rake-maker,  of  Newtown. 

Francis  Baily,  D.C.L. (Oxford  and  Dublin),  F.R.S.,  etc.,  etc.,  was  the  third  son  of 
Richard  and  Sarah  Baily  of  Newbury.  Born  28  April,  1774,  he  sailed  for  America  in 
1795.  crossing  2000  miles  of  land  upon  that  continent  then  uninhabited  except  by  Indians. 
He  returned  to  England  in  1798  and  settled  down  as  a  stockbroker.  In  1820  he  helped 
to  form  the  Astronomical  Society,  and  was  twice  the  recipient  of  that  Society’s  Gold 
Medal.  He  died  30  August,  1844,  and  an  offer  was  made  by  the  authorities  to  inter  his 
remains  in  Westminster  Abbey,  but  his  relatives  preferred  his  resting  with  his  father 
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and  mother  in  Thatcham  Church,  where  there  is  a  stained  glass  window  to  his  memory, 
also  a  mural  tablet. 

It  was  Miss  Hannah  Gooday  (or  Goodey),  sister  of  John  Gooday  of  Woolhampton, 
Co.  Berks  (who  married  Charity,  the  younger  .daughter  of  James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash, 
Ihatcham),  who  became  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Baily  family  shortly  after  the  death  of 
Joseph,  son  of  James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  which  occurred  between  1795  and  1805,  and 
the  money  which  he  left  to  her,  his  kinswoman  (because  he  resented  his  brother  Adam 
Higgs  encouraging  the  Nonconformist  cause  in  Thatcham),  became  used  by  her — as  Mrs. 
Hannah  Baity — in  the  interests  of  the  Nonconformists.  It  was  on  17  August,  1803, 
that  Mrs.  Hannah  Baity  licensed  her  house  for  the  meeting  of  Protestant  Dissenters  for 
religious  worship  in  1'hatcham,  and  this  certificate  was  witnessed  among  others  by 
Wiltiam  Higgs  and  Samson  Higgs,  the  last  named  being  a  nephew  of  the  aforesaid 
Joseph  Higgs  ( vide  Chapter  V). 

(Note.  —  In  connection  with  the  Higgs  family  of  Streatley,  Co.  Berks  (just  across 
the  river  from  Goring,  Oxon,  and  South  Stoke,  a  mile  or  so  further  upstream),  they  inter¬ 
married  with  the  Baity  family  :  vide  Higgs  Family  of  Streatley,  Co.  Berks.) 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WHITE  WALTHAM  AND  LAWRENCE  WALTHAM. 

1  he  villages  of  White  Waltham  and  Lawrence  Waltham  lie  about  two  miles  apart, 
being  about  ten  and  eight  miles’  distance  in  a  north-easterly  direction  from  Reading. 
The  parish  registers  of  White  Waltham  commence  in  1563,  whilst  those  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  village  of  Lawrence  Waltham,  or  Waltham,  commence  in  1559. 

These  registers  have  not  been  examined  for  members  of  the  Higgs  families  which 
were  settled  at  an  early  date  in  these  parishes,  but  certain  it  is  that  one  Roger  Higgs, 
who  according  to  a  record  found  in  the  Court  of  Requests  Proceedings  (Public  Record 
Office,  London,  Higgs  v.  Simons  72 fyy — vide  Chancery  Proceedings  in  this  work),  son  of 
John  Higgs  of  Basildon,  in  the  same  county,  was  living  in  White  Waltham,  in  the  32nd 
year  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Fuzaheth  (1590).  His  sister  Katherine,  the  wife  of  one 
1  iiomas  Simons,  lived  here  with  him  lor  a  while,  and  her  husband  being  in  pecuniary 
circumstances  Roger  Higgs  appointed  him  his  bailiff  at  Basildon,  as  he  held  the  property 
in  connection  with  the  Parsonage  in  that  place.  This  record  therefore  clearly  shows 
that  the  Higgses  ol  White  Waltham  settled  herefrom  Basildon,  Berks.  Roger  Higgs’s 
will  was  proved  in  1 G 1 3  (P. “  Capel  ”,  io.  20).  I11  all  probability  John  Higgs, 

Gentleman,  who  died  whilst  imprisoned  in  Reading  Gaol  20  March,  1615,  and  who  was 
buried  at  Waltham,  was  a  brother  of  Roger  Higgs,  the  elder,  of  White  Waltham  -desig¬ 
nated  as  “  Gentleman  ”  in  his  will  (1613)— and  likewise  a  son  of  John  Higgs,  Yeoman 
of  Basildon,  who  died  there  about  February,  1583  (25  Elizabeth).  ( Vide  Pedigree.) 

John  Higgs  of  Waltham,  buried  March,  1615,  had  two  sons  :  the  elder,  John  Higgs, 
yeoman  of  Lawrence  Waltham,  who  borrowed  money  from  his  brother  Richard  Higgs 
of  that  place,  and  from  his  wife’s  brother  Ratph  Smith  (vide  suit  in  Chancery,  Smith  v. 
Higgs,  4  November,  ib 22,  Series  II,  383/80).  By  Fuzaheth  Smith,  his  wife,  he  had 
a  son  Rai.ph  Higgs,  who  became  a  carpenter  and  builder  in  the  village  of  Lawrence 
Waltham.  He  married,  and  by  his  will  proved  in  ibbi  (P.C.C.  “  May  ”,  lo.  25)  he  had 
at  least  three  children — a  son  Ralph  Higgs  and  two  daughters,  Anne  and  Mary. 

Richard  Higgs  of  Lawrence  Waltham,  who  filed  the  suit  against  his  brother  John 
for  the  recovery  of  his  loan,  had  one  daughter,  Ftizabetii,  who  administered  her  father’s 
estate  upon  his  decease  in  1676  (‘  Arch.  Berks  ’,  1  November,  1576).  She  became  the 
wife  of  one  named  Newborough. 

Such  is  the  fragmentary  account  of  the  Higgs  family  of  White  and  Lawrence 
Walthams.  No  doubt  the  parish  registers  of  these  villages  would  yield  a  good  deal 
more  information  about  these  families  and  their  descendants. 
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PEDIGREE  of  HIGGSES 

of  W///7T  IVAL  THAT!  9t/./}W/1EMC£ 
Waltham  m  the  county  f  /ierks 
Jixrm  the 

HIGGS  RAM  >  q  of MS/LDOM 


"RICHARD  HICCS^ 

of  Bas/lb  on 
co  Be  rk s 
tour there  6JolyI54^> 

John  HiGcs^=r . 1525. 

//ooaLna  tS/is/tooN 


T/hcWd/of  JohnBuckcr  idcv 
0/ Basildon  wo  s  wi  tnessed 

/6y  (l R 1  c ."or  'IN  1  c'H 1 6 GS in 


Y 


Nicholas  ^jane 

HlGCS  of 
Basildon 

/5nr  o.)anI582 
V\ till  fir.  IS 85 
Jlrch  Be  rks 
Cr  fo  377 


Witt  fin  I  sHVBt't/fiu./issFfi  S 


rJOHN  HUKiS  =f . 


(•)(*> 


’ROGLR  'RICHARD 
HIGGS  mentioned 

ba|iljNov.  in  the  Witt  LB  as  neb  oh  Co  Berks 
I  S/|  ’[  oj  /ns /other  <7/eoman\ 

si  Basildon  "  huj'  2 4 FL h  1 5 8 1 

Estate  aa/inni  LySonROCER  js 
Vi  ole :  chancery  Sin  h  CoutoJfttaut: 
_ _  _ _ _ HIGGS  V~S| mows Q5S8 -1603) 

JOHN  h IG G S , dent  lemon ,  =p . ^ROGER  H  IGGS Sentlemomf 

bn  fat  S  Fed  1564  Sclliect 
m  Wm  TE  WaL  THEM  twin  Bas/ld  on 


ifn 


.  Mi um o'  Little1  1 
JOHN” JOHN" 

.Vo  nientiorieoL 
in  their fathers Will. 

G)  Emiwa 

(2)  Elizabeth 


died  in  Reading  Gaol 
20  March  16  IS 

<f Lie  reason  Jor  his  inif  risen 
ment  is  not  known , 
he  was  'hmr ted  at  Wal  T//AM 

'Vide.  A  CO  t.  S  Ce  rj  CCS!  Marys  /‘or 

J  /i£CUJ/\C' 


l 

'JOHN  h'llGGS.K.'oma^ 

of  Lawrence.  Waltham. 
borrowed  money  fom 
his  brother  Richard  ana/also 
held  money  due  to  7?i  chard 
{or  wort  he  had  done  - 

also  borrowed  from  h is  brother  ■ 
/7?/av'RALPH  SMITH 

'RALPH  HIGGS,  Car  fieri  ter 


about  I  b  80  9n  that  year  he, 
fare  based  Waltham  Place  <2* 
the  AIawor  0/  Windsors  { Bute 

Count, LL/s  r  \  f Berks)  .tie  died  1 6 1 2 
fin  w  AN..  aiso  Wt/lfir.\{jh(f.CC.' 'Cafx:l  Jacj) 

ic 


'KATHERINE ‘TAMS 

rr?.TH0MAS  SIMONS 
—  ALICEjCerCJAMES 
T"RLDFFRN<&mrtW  of 

■Robert  Higgs 

(Arch  BCtKJl  L  Jo  6SX) 


of  Lawrence  Waltham. 

Will  hr.  1661.  PC.CMAYT0.2s;) 

( damer^Son  died  l  fie  same ymi ) 

Pal 


;  ELIZABETH  'RICHARD  HIGGS  of  Lawrence 
sister  oj  Wal  than  Co  Bears  Ctar/benter 

HEN  KY'B  lie  was  obliged,  to  take  f>w  - 
RALPH  Ceccti  rigs  Against  lus  hivther 
tS  M  I’  P  H  for  tin  recovery  fa  loan  and 

)heu  (hancenf  /or  Bayes  amounting  tof 58  // 6 

Pro  S'erlLNov  in  7/cn  LL>27.  MdeTmnce/i)  .do 
l6'22SMITHvHlfifGty/:c/A'<5o  SER/ES  IL  A  o s. , 0 

Ah  A/gn.  - . —  - - -  ■  —  - 

'ELIZABETH 


_ O)  (2) 

TR06EiriANNP 


GGS  'ANNE 

of  Lawrence  Waltham  do  whom  her 

Co. Berks  .  brother  le/tall  his 
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CALENDAR  OF  W  ILLS  IN  THE  ARCHDEACONRY  COURT  OF  BERKSHIRE 

(1 35b  U08)- 

{Arranged  alphabetically  under  Baptismal  name.) 

{dole. -—Those  marked  with  an  asterisk  have  been  examined  in  the  preparation 
of  this  work. — \Y.  M.  II.) 


1722 

I  (>2 1 

*1555 

I5<>2 

1712 

*l()09 

I557 

*1718 

1709 

*  1 566 
*1577 
3585 
15SC1 
*1588 
*1598 


Anne  Higgs,  sjiinster  of  Basildon 
Apr.  11.  Hkiik.i  i  Higgs  of  Lawrence  W  altham 
Eliza  he  th  Higgs  (widow)  of  Shinl'udd 
Elkanok  Higges  of  Bradlield  . . 
ItnwAKii  Higgs,  yeoman,  of  Basildon 
( I  gorge  Higges  of  Basildon 
Isa  eel  Higg  (afterwards  Cates)  of 
W’inglield 

James  Higgs  of  Alderniaston 
Joane  Higgs  of  Bradlield 
John  Higgs  of  Bradlield 
John  Higgs  of  Hookend,  Basildon 
John  Higgs  of  Oiles  Court,  Ashampstead 
John  Huiges  of  Hampstead  Norris 
—  John  Higges  of  Wellhouse,  par.  of  Shaw 
John  Higgs  (senior)  of  Hookend,  Basildon 
—  John  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead  Banister.  . 


Kl’flTUIHT 

“  21  ”  fo.  164. 
W  ill  and  Inv. 
I).  fo.  10(1. 
Hand.  fo.  24. 
20  ”  fo.  80. 

K  ”  fo.  559. 
Hand.  fo.  22(1. 

“  20  ”  fo.  323. 
“  19  ”  fo.  207. 
Hand.  fo.  237. 

“  1’  ”  fo.  5. 

“  C  ”  98. 

“H"  37- 
“II”  (1(1. 

“II”  297. 

“  J  "  3«9- 


niMA'i  aaam 
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*1598. 

— 

John  Higgs  ( alias  Jenkin  Higgs)  of 
Basildon 

“  J  "  388. 

*1604. 

— • 

John  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead  Banister 

“  J  "  1353- 

1612. 

— 

John  Higgs  of  Lawrence  Waltham 

L  232. 

*1617. 

John  Higges  ( alias  Redferne),  Gentle¬ 
man,  of  White  Waltham. 

“  L  ”  692. 

1(119. 

— - 

John  Higgs  of  Lawrence  Waltham 

Will. 

1625. 

— 

John  Higgs  of  Ashampstead 

Will. 

1639. 

— 

John  Higgs  of  Hampstead  Norris 

Will. 

I73I- 

John  Higgs  of  Wallingford  (and  of  Crow- 
marsh  Gifford,  Oxon) 

“  22  ”  189. 

*1749. 

— 

John  Higgs  of  Reading  . . 

“  24  ”  190. 

H752. 

— 

John  Higgs  of  Basildon 

“  24  ”  259. 

*1725. 

—  - 

Katherine  Higgs  (widow)  of  Basildon 

“  21  "  281. 

— 

Mary  Higgs  of  Basildon 

Will. 

1710. 

■ — -  _ 

Mary  Higgs  of  Wallingford 

“  20  ”  33. 

1722. 

— 

Mary  Higgs  (widow)  of  Basildon 

“  21  ”  166. 

I7^)5- 

— 

Nathaniel  Higgs  of  East  Hagbourn  . . 

“  25  ”  240. 

*1583- 

—  ' 

Nicholas  Higges  of  Basildon 

“  G  ”  377. 

*I573 

Richard  Higges  of  Westridge,  parish  of 
Streatley 

“  F  ”  352. 

1718. 

— 

Richard  Higgs  of  West  Hanney 

“  21  ”  fo.  6. 

L523 

— 

Robert  Higges  of  St.  Nicholas  Hurst  .  . 

“  A  ”  fo.  78. 

*1540. 

— 

Roger  Hyggs 

Will  and  Inv. 

1733- 

— 

Sarah  Higgs  (widow)  of  Wallingford  .  . 

“  23  ”  fo.  1. 

*1530. 

— 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Wingfield 

A  143- 

— 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Ashampstead 

D  1 19. 

*1598. 

— 

1 110MAS  Higgs  of  Ashampstead 

J  197- 

*1637. 

— 

I  homas  Higgs  of  Maidenhatch  . . 

M  454. 

1 637. 

— 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Bradlield 

Will. 

T>43- 

— 

1  homas  IIiggs  of  Long  Whittingham  .  . 

Will. 

1766. 

— 

I'ii om as  Higgs  of  Lambourn 

“  25  ”  fo.  285. 

*1633. 

— 

Walter  Higgs  of  Basildon 

Will. 

L554- 

Nov.  5 

William  Higgs  of  Shinfield 

2  Inventories. 

L573- 

■  — 

\\  ill  1  am  Higges  of  Lawrence  Waltham 

“  F"  fo.  39  3. 

1589. 

— 

William  Higgs  of  Bradlield 

“  H  ”  fo.  293. 

*I59<)- 

— 

William  Higgs  of  Basildon 

“  H  ”  fo.  31s 

*1608. 

William  Higgs  of  Bucklebury  (Burghul- 
biiry) 

K  483. 

1613. 

— 

William  Higgs  of  Swallowfield 

L  422. 

*J()2(). 

— 

William  Higgs  of  Westridge,  parish  of 
Streatley 

“  M  ”  105. 

1738. 

— 

\\  iLi.iAM  Higgs  of  Basildon  (carpenter) . . 

23  fo.  140. 

1745- 

— 

William  Higgs  of  East  Hagbourne 

“  24  ”  fo.  68. 

CALENDAR 

OK  ORIGINAL  UNREGISTERED  WILLS  IN  THE  ARCHDEACONRY 
COURT  FOR  BERKSHIRE,  1644-1710. 

1684. 

Dated 

28  April.  Edward  Higgs  of  Bradfield  .. 

_ 

1686. 

Proved 

12  Jan.  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Abingdon 

— 

1  (>89. 

t ) 

5  Tel).  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Abingdon 

— 

I  ()()2. 

f  1 

26  May.  John  Higgs  of  Tilehurst 

— 

I  (>65. 

if 

10  May  j on n  Higgs  of  Streatley 
(P.C.C) 

— 

1667. 

i  ) 

16  April.  John  Higgs  of  Basildon 

— 

*1(191. 

>  t 

23  Nov.  John  Higgs  of  Newbury 

— 

*l(>74. 

)  ) 

Joane  Higgs  of  Reading 

— 

*1709. 

)  > 

Jane  Higgs  of  Bradlield 

Registered  fo.  208. 

*1662. 

i  t 

Nicholas  Higgs  of  Thatcham 

Ad.  Will  25  Nov.  and  Bond. 

*1665. 

f  > 

14  June.  Richard  Higgs  of  Sulhamp¬ 
stead  Bannister 

— 

I705- 

» » 

—  William  Higgs  of  Streatley  . . 

— 

r  . 
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ADMINISTRATIONS 

SHIRE. 


1571- 

1637. 

1609 
1  (.23 
*1708 

1632 

l()()Q 

J725 
*1(192 
I()  m 

I(,74 
U43 
1580 
*l66  5 

U4i 

*1669 

I575 

1676 

1682 

1612 

1624 

1F77 

1736 

1680 

1660 

l()()0 

*1685 

1728 


IN  THE  ARCHDEACONRY 
1555-I767- 

Alice  Higgs  of  South  Moreton 
19  April.  Alice  Higgs  and  Bartholomew  Higgs 
of  Bradlield  (husbandman) 
lii) war i)  Higgs  [alias  Ciieyney)  of  Shaw 
Edward  Higgs  of  Basildon 
Iilianor  Higgs  (alias  Weub)  of  Abing¬ 
don 

— ■  Geokgis  Higgs  of  Reading 

George  Higgs  of  Burley 
Henry  Higgs  of  Tidmarsh 
James  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead  Abbott 
—  John  Higges  of  Tilehurst 

—  John  Higgs  of  Reading. . 

Jonathan  Higgs  of  Bangborne 
Merrei.l  Higgs  of  Binheld 
Mary  Higgs  of  Thatchani 
Mary  Higgs  of  West  Hanney 
Nicholas  Higgs  of  Swallowfield 
Richard  Higgs  of  Westridge,  parish  of 
Streatley 

Richard  Hic.gs  of  Lawrence  Waltham 
Samuel  Higgs  of  Reading 
I  homas  Higgs  of  Basildon 

—  I  homas  Higgs  of  Aldermaston 

—  I  homas  Hic.gs  of  Bisham 
Thomas  Higgs  of  Bradlield 

April.  W  illiam  Higges  of  Hagborne 
W  illiam  Higgs  of  Basildon 
W  illiam  Higgs  of  Wargrave 

—  W  illiam  Higgs  of  Midgham 
William  Higgs  of  Reading 


COURT  OF  BERK- 


Adm. 

Ad.  and  Inv. 

Ad. 

Ad. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk.  Ill.  fo. 


Ir4- 


Ad.  Act.  Bk. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk.  (1  215. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  HI  52. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  IV  89. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  Ill  33. 
Ad. 


n  235. 

m  33. 

1 1 1 129. 
HI  37- 
II  188. 

HI  34- 
IV  89. 


Ad.  Act.  Bk.  Ill  34. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  Ill  35. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  II  93. 
Ad. 

Ad  Act.  Bk.  Ill  34. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  Ill  130. 
Account. 

Ad.  Act.  Bk.  HI  31. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  Ill  31. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  Ill  35. 
Ad.  Act.  Bk.  1 1 1  129. 


CALENDAR  OF'  W  ILLS  IN  THE  CONSISTORY  COURT  OF  SARUM  FOR  BERKSHIRE, 

1602-1763. 


1606. 

26  May. 

Henry  Hyges  or  Higge  of  Basildon  . . 

*1763. 

22  July. 

Jami-:s  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  parish  of 
Thatchani 

1625. 

27  May. 

Julian  Higgs  (widow)  of  Swallowfield 

1692. 

14  Nov. 

Lettice  Higgs  of  Bisham 

1753- 

1  June. 

Richard  Higgs  of  West  Hanney 

1602. 

26 'April. 

Stephen  Higgs  of  Tilehurst 

1616. 

16  July. 

I  homas  Heges  of  Wrought  on 

1661. 

6  July. 

Thomas  Highs  (or  Hedges)  of  Clatford, 
bachelor 

*1717. 

6  May. 

William  Higgs  of  Basildon 

Jno.  Will. 
Will. 

Jno.  Will. 

Jno.  WML 
Jno.  Will. 

Jno.  Will. 

Jno.  Will, 
jno.  Will. 

Jno.  Bd.  Will. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Over  the  Chiltern  Hills  from  Oxfordshire,  between  Chesham  and  High  Wycombe,  he 
the  parishes  of  Great  and  Little  Missenden,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham.  The  registers 
of  Little  Missenden  commence  in  the  year  1559,  whereas  those  of  Great  Missenden  do 
not  begin  until  1678,  so  that  the  ancient  parish  is  that  of  the  former  village.  It  was  in 
Little  Missenden  that  a  Mi.  S.  Higges  (so  described  in  the  register)  was  living  111  the 
sixteenth  century,  and  baptized  his  son  Nicholas  in  April,  1598.  At  Spurling  in  this 
parish  was  also  living  at  this  time  one  Nicholas  Higges,  a  yeoman  who  probably 
18 


was 
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a  brother  of  this  "Mr.  S.  Higges",  and  who  had  another  brother  John  Higges,  whose 
son  William,  Nicholas  Higges  mentions  in  his  Will,  which  was  proved  in  the  year 
1505  (P.C.C.  "  Scott  ",  fo.  78).  It  is  possible  that  Mr.  S.  Higges  was  not  a  brother,  but 
a  son  of  the  Nicholas  Higges  who  died  in  1595-  Nicholas  Higges  had  a  son  Zacchaus, 
and  a  daughter  Joane,  who  became  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Bigge.  1  he  S  in  the 
church  register  may  have  been  "  Sacciiaus  ".  Nicholas  Higges  of  Spurling  also  makes 
mention  in  his  will  of  Elizabeth  Higge,  Judith  Higge  and  Alice  Higge,  who  possibly 
were  also  daughters  and  sisters  to  Joane  Bigge.  No  search  of  the  registeis  has  been 
made  for  further  details  about  this  family  or  their  descendants. 

The  following  abstracts  have  been  taken  from  ‘  Phillimore  s  Marriage  Registeis,  being 

Buckinghamshire  entries  : 


16  09. 
1G39. 
1643. 
1646. 
1648. 
1  (>85. 
1701. 

1716. 
1 730. 
i/45- 
1 766. 
1804. 


27  Nov.  Richard  Higges  and  Jane  Lewen  married  at  Pitstone. 

21  Nov.  William  Higs  and  Joane  Hodman  married  at  Soulbury. 

20  Feb.  William  Brokes  of  Wingrave  and  Ann  Higs  at  Mentmore. 

6  Feb.  Timothy  Turkey  and  Elizabeth  Higs  of  Ascot  at  Mentmore. 

30  Oct.  William  Higgs  and  Susan  Fountains  at  Cheddington. 

21  Sept.  John  Higs  and  Frances  Collings  at  Pitstone. 

9  Oct.  Thomas  Brackley  and  Sarah  Higgs  both  of  Buckland  mairied  at 
Cholesbury. 

10  Mar.  Edward  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Varney  at  Masworth. 

12  Nov.  William  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Smith  of  Wing  married  at  Cheddington. 
10  Feb.  John  Norwood  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  at  Masworth. 

2  fan.  William  Higgs  of  Wing  and  Martha  Watkins  married  at  Mentmore. 

17  May.  William  Higgs  and  Esther  Sa.mms  at  Pitstone. 


.  * 
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CHAPTER  XVI 

The  Higgs  Family  of  Cornwall,  Derbyshire  and  Devonshire 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  CORNWALL  (LANIVET  AND  LANLI VERY). 

In  or  about  the  year  1670  one  Wiu.iAM  Higgs  was  fined  for  allowing  a  Noncon- 
fornnst  service  to  be  field  in  Ids  hall,  in  Cornwall,  near  Bodmin,  contrary  to  the 
<  onventicle  Act.  I  lusts  no  surprising  fact,  for  the  family  in  all  its  branches  has  stood 
01  iehgious  libei  ty.  1  Ins  \\  illiam  Higgs  had  no  doubt  sprung  from  the  old  Gloucester- 
snre  stock,  for  the  patronymic  of  Higgs  is  by  no  means  a  common  one  in  Cornwall, 
and  must  not  be  confused  with  the  far  more  common  surname  of  Hicks,  Hickes,  Hykkes' 
ex  IlExr,  etc.  Occasionally,  from  the  similarity  in  sound  the  name  has  been  misspelt’ 
ut  the  families  of  Higges  and  Hickes  are  ol  distinct  origin. 

In  looking  through  the  Calendar  of  Higgs  Wills  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of 
Canterbury,  not  a  single  instance  of  a  Higgs  is  to  be  found  in  Cornwall  prior  to  about 
1797.  so  that  tins  county  was  not  a  home  of  the  family,  though  a  family  of  Heigs 
who  a  century  later  spelt  their  name  Higgs,  were  settled  at  Egloshaile,  a  village  on  the 

banks  of  the  River  (  amel  in  the  Hundred  of  Trigg,  near  Bodmin,  in  the  latter  part 
ot  the  seventeenth  century.  1 

A  family  of  Higgs  came  to  settle  near  to  Bodmin  early  in  the  eighteenth  century 
possildy  descendants  of  the  above-named  William  Higgs,  or  of  those  at  Egloshaile! 

11s  branch  became  landowners  in  the  parish  of  Eanivet,  and  have  continued  in  this 
district  down  to  the  present  time.  From  the  parish  registers,  which  commence  in  1608 
(and  have  been  searched  from  1670-1904),  the  earliest  Higgs  entry  is  in  1784  when  one 
Joseph  Higgs  married  Catherine  Bennett  on  21  June.  This  Joseph  Higgs,  whilst 
nJ anymg  at  Eanivet,  was  “  of  Crift  ”,  in  the  nearby  parish  of  Lanlivery,  and  it  is  evident 
also  from  the  Lanlivery  registers  that  the  family  was  not  settled  there  prior  to  this  time. 

I  he  Lanlivery  parish  registers  commence  in  1600,  and  the  earliest  Higgs  mentioned 
here  was  the  burial  of  one  Elizabeth  on  20  December,  1779.  In  all  probability  the 
Higgs  of  Eanivet  and  also  ol  Lanlivery  settled  in  these  villages  from  Bodmin,  into  which 
place  they  had  come  with  little  doubt  out  of  Gloucestershire,  and  possibly  from  Devon¬ 
shire,  as  a  John  Heyggs  died  at  Bishops  Lawton  in  1540,  or  from  Wales.  One  Richard 
Higgs  of  Lanhydr.ock  was  buried  at  Lanlivery  19  May,  1795.  There  is  no  doubt  that 

the  Higgs  family  of  Eanivet  and  those  of  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Lanlivery  were 
one  and  the  same. 

William  Higgs  of  Whistow,  in  the  parish  of  Lanlivery,  where  he  farmed,  owned  an 
estate  at  henton  Pitts  or  Pits  (in  fee  simple)  in  the  parish  of  Eanivet.  This  William 
Higgs  was  buried  at  Lanlivery  on  24  April,  1840,  aged  eighty-seven,  and  therefore  was 

boin  about  the  year  1753.  He  married  Elizabeth  - ,  and  had  a  son  William,  who 

succeeded  him  in  his  lands,  in  Fenton  Pits,  whilst  his  second  son  Samuel  Nicholas 
Higgs  inherited  the  Whistow  property.  This  son  William  Higgs  married  Nancy 
(Brewer  i)  who  was  buried  at  Lanlivery  19  February,  1856,  aged  sixty-nine,  and 
by  her  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters.  He  mortgaged  his  estate  at  Fenton  Pitts  in 
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the  parish  of  Lanivet  to  Lord  Robartes,  which  ultimately  was  sold  to  his  lordship 
by  William  Higgs’s  sons.  The  children  of  William  and  Nancy  Higgs  are  as  follows  : 

1.  John  Brewer  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  Parish  Church  17  August,  1817  buried 
there  4  February,  1891, 

2  Wn  Liam  Higgs  baptized  at  Lanivet,  14  February,  1819. 

o  Sam  or  1  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Fenton,  parish  of  Lanivet,  farmer,  baptized  at  Lanivet 

"  M  hme  1822  ;  he  married  Jane  Julian  at  Lanivet  8  June,  1846,  by  whom  he  had 
ten*  sons  and  two  daughters.  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  predeceased  his  wife  by 
fifteen  years.  He  was  buried  at  Lanivet. 13  March,  1885,  whilst  she  was  likewise 
buried  there  7  March,  1900.  The  family  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  and  Jane 
his  wife  are  as  follows  : 

1  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  30  December,  1047. 

2[  Thomas  George  Julian  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  14  August,  1850;  buried 

there  2  July,  1851.  .  on  •  A 

3.  Thomas  Julian  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  14  June,  1852.  He  married  Mara 

Williams  2(1  November,  1881,  and  by  her  had  tin ee  daughters  . 

(1)  Mary  Jane,  baptized  18  November,  1883. 

(2)  Annie  Elizabeth,  baptized  8  November,  1885. 

(3)  Beatrice  Emma,  baptized  31  July,  1887. 

4  Wit  i  iam  George  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  8  October,  1857- 

Philip  Ci.emow  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  13  June,  i860,  and  buried  there 

is  November,  1885.  .  _  .  c, 

6.  James  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  18  May,  1863,  and  buried  there  14  October,  1871. 

7.  John  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  29  February,  1865  ;  buried  there  9  February, 

8.  John  LIiggs,  second  son  of  the  name,  baptized  at  Lanivet  11  July,  1866,  and 

buried  there  3  February,  1868.  '  , 

9.  Richard  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  27  July,  1868  ;  buried  there  3  September, 

10.  Charles  Brewer  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  19  March.  1872;  buried  there 

20  June,  1875.  . 

(1)  Elizabeth  Jane  Rescorla,  baptized  at  Lanivet  9  January,  1050. 

(2)  Nancy  Sarah  Ann,  baptized  at  Lanivet  18  October,  1855. 

4.  Pm  up  Ci.emow  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanivet  10  April,  1825;  buried  at  Lanhvcry 

23  January,  1844.  .  .  .  ,  ,  T  r 

(1)  Elizabeth  Ann  Brewer,  baptized  at  Lanivet  21  April,  1827  ;  buried  at  Lanlixery 

27  February,  1828. 

(2)  Nancy  Sarah  Ann,  baptized  at  Lanivet  18  October,  1855. 

The  Lanlivery  Branch. 

William  Higgs  of  Whistow  (i753-^4°)>  the  father  of  these  two  brothers,  is  said 
to  have  been  a  son  of  one  Philip  Higgs  of  the  parish  of  Lanlivery.  There  is  no  record 
of  Philip  Higgs  as  father  of  William  Higgs  of  Whistow  (1753  i84°)<  either  at  Lanliveij 
or  Lanivet.  As  far  as  the  compiler  of  this  work  can  recall,  this  is  the  only  family  of 
Higgs  wherein  this  baptismal  name  occurs  in  the  Higgs  family  in  general  prior  to  the 
nineteenth  century,  with  the  one  exception  of  Philip  Higgs  of  Leehladc,  in  the  count) 
of  Gloucester,  and  this  is  worthy  of  note  in  endeavouring  to  discover  the  ancestors  of 
the  Higgs  of  Lanlivery  and  Lanivet.  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  other  baptismal 
names,  such  as  “  Arthur  ”,  “  James  ”  and  ”  Leonard  ”  appear  111  use  in  both  these 
families,  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  the  Higgs  family  of  Lechlade  were  from  the  old 

Cheltenham  stock.  . 

From  the  parish  register  of  Lanlivery,  therefore,  the  second  son  of  William  and 

Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Whistow,  in  the  parish  of  Lanlivery,  and  also  of  Fenton  its,  in 
the  parish  of  Lanivet,  was — 

Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Whistow,  born  in  1796.  He  farmed  a  number  of  acres 
in  the  parish  of  Lanlivery,  which  he  leased,  and  he  was  a  tenant  during  three  lives.  He 
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married  Maria  Olvkr  of  Morval  and  Tregalon,  and  dying  in  May,  1875 — being  buried 
at  Lanlivery  on  the  18th  day  of  that  month — left  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  three 
daughters  : 

1.  John  Olver  Higgs  of  (  rift,  in  the  parish  ot  Lanlivery,  baptized  in  Lanlivery  Parisli 

Church  11  November,  1823  ;  he  married  Mary  Ann  Treliving,  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  Mary  Ann  Higgs  was  buried  at  Lanlivery  4 
January,  1903,  and  her  husband  only  survived  her  by  three  months,  as  he  was 
buried  there  23  March,  1903.  Their  family  is  as  follows  : 

1.  John  Oi.ver  Higgs. 

2.  1  homas  Nicholas  Higgs,  baptized  22  February,  1852,  at  Lanlivery. 

3.  Arthur  Higgs,  baptized  24  January,  1858,  at  Lanlivery,  and  buried  there  3 

January,  1872. 

(1)  Mary  Ann  Bolterell,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  17  May,  1845. 

(2)  Amelia  Jane,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  14  January,  1854. 

(3)  Emma  Jane,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  4  November,  1861.  She  married  one  named 

Herring. 

2.  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs,  R.N.  He  was  baptized  at  Lanlivery  9  May,  1825,  and 

bravely  served  his  country  in  the  Baltic  War  with  the  Royal  Navy,  lie  married 
Anne  Oegh  ol  Sandplace,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and  six  daughters  : 

1.  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs,  born  in  1846  ;  he  married  Margaret  Huksi  and  died 

in  1907. 

2.  Joseph  Inkerman  Higgs.  He:  settled  in  the  United  States  of  America  and 

became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  that  country  and  a  member  of  the  American 
Bar.  IK1  married  Kate  Pentreath  ( nee  Knock),  by  whom  he  had  one 
son  : 

Henry  Joseph  Higgs,  O.B.E.,  A  M.,  J.P.,  B.A.,  M.I.Mech.E.,  and  A. M  I  CE., 
educated  at  St.  Paul’s  School,  London,  and  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge. 
He  won  distinction  during  the  World  War  from  which  he  was  demobilized 
with  the  rank  of  Lieut. -Colonel.  He  is  now  (1933)  managing  director  of 
Kansome  cV  Maries  Bearing  Co.,  Ltd.,  Newark-on-Trent,  and  is  also  a  director 
ol  the  Projectile  81  Engineering  Co.,  Ltd.,  etc. 

3.  Thomas  Higgs,  born  1898. 

4.  J  ames  Higgs  ;  lie  married  Frederica  Snell,  and  became  a  master  of  the  London 

School  Board.  He  had  at  least  one  son  : 

1.  Arthur  Joseph  Higgs. 

5.  Henry  Higgs,  t  .B.,  born  1864,  educated  University  College,  London  (Scholar)  ; 
University  of  Berlin  ;  and  Senior ’Student  of  the  Four  Inns  of  Court.  Barrister, 
Middle  Temple,  1890;  Entered  Secretary’s  Office  G.P.O.  (('lass  1  competition), 
1884  ;  translerred  to  I  reasury,  18(19  ;  private  secretary  in  turn  to  Sir  Spencer 
Walpole,  K.C.B.,  Rt  .  Hon.  R.  W.  Hanhuky,  Rt.  Hon.  Austen  Chamberlain, 
the  Duke  oe  Devonshire,  and  Sir  H  Campbell-Bannerman,  Prime  Minister 
(1905-8).  Secretary  to  the  Royal  Economic  Society  and  joint-editor  of  the 
Economic  Journal  ’,  1S92  190(1  ;  Fellow  of  University  College  ;  Newmarch 
Lecturer  in  Statistics,  1892,  1893,  191(1  18,  and  1923  2b;  President  of  section 
L,  British  Association,  Dover,  1899  ;  Special  Commissioner  to  Natal,  1902  3  ; 
Inspector-General  of  Finance,  Egypt,  1912-15  (Grand  Officer  of  the  Order  of 
the  Nile);  contested  Putney  as  an  Independent  Liberal,  1922  ;  Lecturer  in 
Economics,  University  of  Wales  (Bangor),  1925  29.  Publications:  ‘The  Physio¬ 
crats  (1897)  (Russian  translation  1899)  ;  ‘  Financial  System  of  United  Kingdom  ; 
(1914),  ‘  National  Economy’  (1917),  ‘A  Primer  of  National  Finance  (1919)  ’, 
‘Financial  Reform’  (1925),  ‘Life  ami  Work  of  Richard  Cantillon  ’  (1931), 
Edited  Jevons’s  '  Principles  of  Economics’  (1905),  ‘  Palgraves’  Dictionary  of 
Political  F'conomy  ’  (1923-26)  ;  ‘  Family  Budgets  ’  (with  C.  Booth  and  F. 
Aves)  (1898),  and  (with  G.  U.  Yule)  ‘  Giffen’s  Statistics’  (1913).  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Saville  Club,  London,  W.  By  his  wife  WINTERED,  daughter  of 
the  late  1.  J.  South,  whom  he  married  at  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Kew  Gardens, 
i(>  July,  1908,  he  has  one  son  Henry  Owen  Higgs  (an  Old  Bodleian),  born  13 
September,  1912,  educated  at  Radley  College.  He  took  the  name  of  Owen 
from  his  godfather,  Sir  Owen  Seaman. 
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6.  Arthur  Higgs.  He  married  Ada  Newman,  by  whom  he  had  a  daughter  : 

(i)  Ada. 

(1)  Maria  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs,  R.N.,  by  Anne 

Ough  his  wife.  She  died  in  1866. 

(2)  Elizabeth,  married  J.  Crocker.  She  died  in  1897. 

(3)  Mary,  died  in  1863. 
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Henry  Higgs,  Esq.,  C.B.,  LL. IT,  F.S.S.,  of  Richmond, 

Co.  Surrey. 


V 
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A 
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A  Jug  made  in  Staifordshire  in  1824  for  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs, 
grandfather  of  the  above  Henry  Higgs,  is  in  the  possession  of  this 
grandson.  This  Jug  holds  two  gallons. 


(4)  Bessie  Maria,  died  in  1884. 

(5)  Minnie,  who  became  the  wife  of  K.  Sowman. 

(6)  Polly,  who  married  J.  Dudin. 

].  The  third  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  and  Maria  Giver  his  wife  was  William 
Henry  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  11  July,  1827.  He  married  Mary  Ann 
Kocke,  by  whom  lie  had  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Emma. 

(2)  Edith. 
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4.  Joseph  Higgs  of  Rill  Farm,  Lanlivery  was  the  fourth  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs 

anti  Maria  Olver  his  wife,  and  was  baptized  at  Lanlivery  30  December,  1829.  He 
married  his  cousin,  Ann  Luxton  (who  was  buried  at  Lanlivery  5  October,  1863), 
and  by  her  had  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Edith,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  26  July,  i860.  She  married  W.  Sandy. 

(2)  Amelia  Annie,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  2  November,  1863. 

5.  Richard  Olver  Higgs  of  Lostwithiel,  Co.  Cornwall,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  30  Sep¬ 

tember,  1831  ;  he  married  his  cousin  Lizzie  Olver,  and  by  her  had  two  sons  : 

1.  Henry  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanlivery,  1  May,  i860. 

2.  Bernard  Higgs  of  Lostwithiel. 

6.  Fhomas  Higgs  ol  Higher  Pennant,  Lanlivery,  was  baptized  at  Lanlivery  14  October, 

1835.  He  married  (name  unknown)  and  had  issue  three  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Charles  Higgs,  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Higher  Pennant,  Lanlivery, 

was  born  in  1868,  and  was  baptized  at  Lanlivery  12  May  that  year. 

2.  Albert  Nicholas  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  9  May,  1809. 

3.  Francis  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  6  September,  1884. 

(1)  Emma  Jane,  who  was  buried  at  Lanlivery  6  September,  1884. 

7.  James  Higgs,  the  seventh  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  by  Maria  Olver  his 

wife,  was  baptized  at  Lanlivery  11  July,  1837,  and  married - 'Prevail  (?). 

He  emigrated  to  New  Zealand,  where  he  took  a  farm. 

8.  Philip  Higgs  of  Whistow  was  the  eighth  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Whistow 

and  Maria  Olver  his  wife.  By  his  wife  Selina  (surname  unknown)  he  had  a 
daughter : 

(1)  Anna  Maria,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  6  January,  1882. 

Philip  Higgs  married  secondly  (name  unknown)  and  had  issue  a  son  and  two 
daughters  by  this  marriage  : 

1.  Leonard  Philip  Higgs,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  3  July,  1886. 

(2)  Helena  Jane,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  22  November,  1885. 

(3)  Florence  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  Lanlivery  1  December,  1889. 

(1)  Mary  Maria  was  the  eldest  of  the  three  daughters  born  to  Samuel  Nicholas 

Higgs  by  Maria  Olver  his  wife.  She  was  baptized  30  September,  1833,  and 
became  the  wife  of  James  Hick. 

(2)  Amelia,  the  second  daughter,  was  baptized  27  September,  1839  ;  buried  18  October, 

1839. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  the  third  daughter,  was  baptized  18  June,  1832.  .She  married  Stephen 

Goldsworthy,  who  emigrated  to  Curramulka,  South  Australia.  She  is  said  to 
have  been  one  of  the  first  white  women  to  settle  in  Yorke  Peninsula,  and  died  in 
1904. 

The  six  daughters  of  William  Higgs  of  Whistow  and  Fenton  Pits  by  Elizabeth, 
wife,  were  : 

(1)  Grace,  who  married  a  farmer  named  Pound  of  Withiel,  Co.  Cornwall. 

(2)  Sarah,  who  married  a  farmer  named  Gilbert,  of  Mangass,  and  by  him  had  a  son, 

John  Gilbert,  who  farmed  at  Restonnel  Castle. 

(3)  (Name  unknown),  who  became  the  wife  of  a  farmer  named  Willcock  of  St.  Veep. 

(4)  Betsy,  who  married  one  named  Gilbert. 

(5)  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of - -  Luxton,  a  farmer,  and  by  him  had  a  son, 

W.  1  .uxton,  who  fanned  at  Dymonds,  and  a  daughter  Ann,  who  married  her 
cousin,  Joseph  Higgs  of  Kill  Farm,  Lanlivery. 

(6)  Catherine,  baptized  5  May,  1792,  and  was  buried  at  Lanlivery  27  October,  1809. 

(AW.— Philip,  son  of  William  Higgs  of  Northleach,  Co.  Gloucester,  and  grandson 
of  Isaac  Higgs  of  Northleach  |who  was  probably  a  son  of  Isaac  Higgs  of  Cheltenham, 
Co.  Gloucester  buried  there  2  September,  1741 1,  had  a  grandson  Leonard  Higgs. 
He  also  had  a  brother  Arthur  Higgs.—  Vide  “Higgs  Family  of  Northleach,  Co. 
Gloucester". — W.  M.  H.) 
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HIGGS  WILLS  AND  ADMINISTRATIONS  IN  THE  PROBATE  REGISTRY. 

AT  EXETER. 


Consistory  Court,  1532-1857  (8  only)  : 

John  Heyggs  of  Bishops  Tawton.  No.  84  Will. 
i54,Y  Hugh  Heyggs  of  St.  Marie  Mychall  Exon.  No.  239  Will. 

I57->-  Robert  Heyggs  of  Buckland  Fi lleigh.  No.  226  Will. 

1O22.  John  Higge,  alias  Raynolds,  of  Plympton  St.  Mary.  No.  282  Will. 
Joan  Higgs  ( alias  (xREEne)  of  Gt.  Torrington.  T.  Ad. 

John  Heigs  of  Egloshaile  (Cornwall).  Will. 

1 735  John  Higgs  of  Egloshaile  (Cornwall).  Will. 

John  Higgss  (Mariner)  of  Penryn  (Cornwall).  T.  Ad. 


Probate  Reg.  Bishop  of  Exeter,  1571-1799  (3  only)  : 

1O47.  Elizabeth  Higge  ( alias  Reynolds)  widow  of  Plympton.  T.  Ad. 
17O8.  Samuel  Higgs  of  St.  Kewe.  Ad.  VV. 

1787.  (iKace  Higgs  of  Egloshaile.  Will. 


The  Parish  Registers  of  Lanivet. 
Marriages,  1608-1904  : 

1784.  21  June.  Joseph  Higgs  and  Catherine  Bennett. 

1792.  8  Oct.  Richard  Higges  and  Elizabeth  Bray. 

1830.  1  Nov.  Samuel  Pedlar  and  Susan  Higgs. 

1846.  8  June.  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  and  Jane  Julian. 

1847.  28  Oct.  John  Davis  and  Jane  Higgs. 

1881.  26  Nov.  I  homas  Julian  Higgs  and  Mary  Williams. 


Baptisms,  1656-1904 


1802. 

3 

May. 

1817. 

17 

Aug. 

1819. 

14 

Feb. 

1822. 

23 

J  line. 

1825. 

10 

Apr. 

1827. 

21 

Apr. 

1829. 

28 

Oct. 

1831. 

1 

May. 

1834- 

2 

Oct. 

1837- 

1 

Jan. 

1847. 

30 

Dec. 

1:850. 

9 

Jan. 

1850. 

14 

Aug. 

1852. 

14 

June. 

1855. 

18 

Oct. 

1857. 

8 

Oct. 

i860. 

13 

J  une. 

1863. 

18 

May. 

1865. 

29 

Feb. 

i860. 

11 

July. 

1868. 

27 

July. 

1872. 

19 

Mar. 

William  Bray,  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

John  Brewer,  son  of  William  and  Nancy  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Nancy  Higgs. 

Samuel  Nicholas,  son  of  William  and  Nancy  Higgs. 

Philip,  son  of  William  and  Nancy  Higgs. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Brewer,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy 
Higgs. 

Charlotte  Ann,  daughter  of  William  and  Nancy  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Higgs  of  Cadwin. 

Kitty,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Higgs  of  Cadwin. 

William,  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine  Higgs  of  Cadwin. 

Samuel  Nicholas,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs 
of  Fenton. 

Elizabeth  Jane  Rescoria,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and 
Jane  Higgs  of  Fenton. 

1  homas  George  Julian,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane 
Higgs  of  Fenton. 

1  homas  Julian,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs  of 
Fenton. 

Nancy  Sarah  Ann,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane 
Higgs  of  Fenton. 

William  (Ieorge,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs 
of  Fenton. 

Philip,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs  of  Fenton. 

James,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs  of  Fenton. 

John,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs  of  Fenton. 

John,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs  of  Fenton. 

Richard,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs  of  Fenton. 

Charles  Brewer,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higgs  of 
Fenton. 
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1883.  18  Nov. 

1885.  8  Nov. 

i887-  3i  July. 
Burials,  1670  1904  : 


1729. 

5 

Apr. 

1829. 

15 

Mar. 

1830. 

1  r 

July. 

1840. 

W 

Oct 

1842. 

27 

Jan. 

1842. 

2 

Oct. 

1851. 

9 

June 

1 85 1 . 

July. 

l853- 

7 

Sept. 

1866. 

9 

Feb. 

i8(>8. 

3 

Feb. 

1 868. 

3 

Sept. 

1871. 

14 

Oct. 

1875. 

20 

J  une 

1885. 

13 

Mar. 

1885. 

15 

Nov. 

1891. 

4 

Feb. 

1893. 

19 

Feb. 

1900. 

7 

Mar. 

Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas  Julian  and  Mary  Higgs  of 

Fenton  Pits. 

Annie  Ellzabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Julian  and  Mary  Higgs 
of  Fenton  Pits. 

Beatrice  Emma,  daughter  of  Thomas  Julian  and  Mary  Higgs 
of  Fenton  Pits. 

John,  son  of  Samuel  Riggs  (possibly  Higgs). 

Joseph  Higgs  of  Mulberry  Downs,  aged  32  years. 

William  Higgs  of  Mulberry,- aged  28  years. 

William  Higgs  of  Cadwin,  aged  4  years. 

Joseph  Higgs  of  Higher  Cadwin,  aged  57  years. 

Joseph  Higgs  of  Higher  Cadwin,  aged  22  years. 

Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Church  Village,  aged  85  years. 

1  homas  (iEORGE  Julian  Higgs  of  Fenton,  aged  I  year. 
Richard  Higgs  of  Bodmin,  aged  87  yeais. 

John  Higgs  of  Fenton,  aged  1  year. 

John  Higgs  of  Fenton,  aged  2  years. 

Richard  Higgs  of  Fenton,  aged  4  months. 

James  Higgs  of  Fenton  Pits,  aged  7  years. 

(  iiari.es  B.  Higgs  of  Fenton  Pits,  aged  3  years. 

Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Fenton  Pits,  aged  62  years. 

Philip  Clyma  Higgs  of  Fenton  Pits,  aged  25  years. 

John  Brewer  Higgs  of  Fenton  Pits,  aged  73  years. 

William  Oilhert  Higgs  of  Fenton  Pits,  aged  35  years. 

Jane  Julian  Higgs  of  Fenton  Pits,  aged  72  years. 


Ini'.  Parish  Registers  or  Lani.ivery,  Co.  Cornwall. 


(Kindly  extracted  by  Mr. 

I 


Baptisms  : 


Philip  Higgs  of  W  histow,  parish  of  Lanlivery, 
baptisms  and  burials  only.) 


1905. 


1792. 

5 

May. 

1822. 

18 

J  une 

1:823. 

1 1 

Nov. 

1825. 

9 

May. 

1827. 

1 1 

July. 

1829. 

20 

Dec. 

1 830. 

23 

May. 

1 83 1 . 

3<> 

Sept. 

i838. 

3° 

Sept. 

1835- 

M 

Oct. 

1837. 

1 1 

July. 

1839. 

27 

Sept. 

1841. 

1 7 

Aug. 

i«45- 

17 

May. 

1852. 

22 

Feb. 

1854- 

m 

Jan. 

1858. 

24 

Jan. 

i860. 

1 

May. 

i860. 

26 

July. 

1861. 

4 

Nov. 

1863. 

2 

Nov. 

1868. 

12 

May. 

1869. 

9 

May. 

1872. 

10 

Apr. 

1882. 

6 

July. 

1885. 

22 

Nov. 

Catherine  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
John  Olver,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
Samuel  Nicholas,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
William  Henry,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
Joseph,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 

(  iiari.es,  son  of  William  and  May  Higgs  of  Ponsmill. 

Richard  Olver,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
Mary  Maria,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
Thomas,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 

Amelia,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
Philip,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 

Mary  Ann  Boltekell,  daughter  of  John  Olver  and  Mary  Ann 
Higgs. 

1  homas  Nicholas,  son  of  John  Olver  and  Mary  Ann  Higgs. 
Amelia  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Olver  and  Mary  Ann  Higgs. 
Arthur,  son  of  John  Olver  and  Mary  Ann  Higgs. 

Henry,  son  of  Richard  Olver  Higgs. 

Edith  Alma,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Rill  Farm. 
Emma  Jane,  daughter  of  John  Olver  and  Mary  Ann  Higgs. 
Amelia  Annia,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Rill  Farm. 
Charles,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Higher  Penant,  Lanlivery. 
Albert  Nicholas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Higher  Penant, 
Lanlivery. 

Lrancis,  son  of  1  homas  Higgs  of  Higher  Penant. 

Annia  Maria,  daughter  of  Philip  Higgs. 

Helena  Jane,  daughter  of  Philip  Higgs  by  second  wife. 
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1886. 

3  July. 

1889. 

1  Dec. 

Burials  : 

1779. 

20  Dec. 

1795- 

19  May. 

1804. 

19  Aug. 

1809. 

27  Oct. 

1827. 

27  Feb. 

1830. 

25  May. 

i«37- 

27  May. 

1839. 

18  Oct. 

1840. 

24  Apr. 

1843. 

20  Aug. 

DS44. 

2 3  Jail. 

1849. 

17  Oct. 

1856. 

19  Feb. 

1872. 

3  Jan. 

1872. 

21  Feb. 

1875. 

18  May. 

1882. 

6  Apr. 

1884. 

6  Sept. 

1902. 

23  Mar. 

1903. 

4  Jan. 

Leonard  Philip,  son  of  Philip  Higgs  by  second  wife. 
Florence  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Philip  Higgs  by  second  wife. 


Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Richard  (son  of  Elizabeth  Higgs)  of  Lanhydrock. 

Sarah  (daughter  of  Elizabeth  Higgs),  aged  81  years. 
Catherine  Higgs. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Brewer  Higgs,  aged  1  year,  died  Lanivet. 
Charlotte  Ann  Higgs  of  Lanivet,  aged  1  year. 

Joseph  Higgs  of  Cri ft,  aged  77  years  (b.  17(10). 

Amelia,  daughter  of  Samuel  Nicholas  and  Maria  Higgs. 
William  Higgs  of  Whistow,  aged  87  years  (b.  175}). 

Maria,  wife  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs,  aged  44  years. 

Philip  Clemow  Higgs  of  Lanivet,  died  aged  18  years. 

Mary  Ann  Bolterell  Higgs,  daughter  of  John  Olver  Higgs, 
aged  4  years. 

Nancy,  wife  of  William  Higgs,  aged  69  years. 

Arthur,  son  of  John  Olver  Higgs,  aged  14  years. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  aged  82  years. 
Samuel  Nicholas,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  aged 
79  years. 

Selina,  wife  of  Philip  Higgs,  aged  23  years. 

Emma,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Higher  Pennant,  Lanlivery, 
aged  22  years. 

John  Olver  Higgs,  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  and  Maria 
hL  wife,  aged  79  years. 

Mary  Ann,  widow  of  John  Olver  Higgs,  aged  83  years. 


The  Higgs  Family  of  Trematon. 

The  family  of  Higgs  owning  a  small  estate  in  this  place  is  one  of  the  Berkshire 
branches.  Ihis  estate  originally  belonged  to  one  Nicholas  Roberts,  an  official  of 
1LM.  Customs.  Ihis  Nicholas  Roberts  had  a  son  William,  who,  dying  childless, 
left  Frematon  Farm  to  his  cousin  Cart.  Frederick  William  Ralston,  whose 
daughter  Sarah  Ann  married  William  Higgs  of  Ratcliff,  London,  who  was  the  direct 
descendant  of  William  Higgs  of  Coleshill,  Co.  Berks,  and  so  Trematon  Farm  came'  into 
the  Higgs  family  {vide  “  Higgs  Family  of  Berkshire  :  Coleshill  ”).  The  farm  is  known 
as  “  The  Manor  Farm  ”.  It  is  now  owned  by  John  Fuller  Higgs  of  Clapton,  London. 
Hie  farm  house  is  very  old  and  was  built  up  from  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  manor  house 
which  originally  stood  upon  the  site,  parts  of  which,  with  walls  more  than  three  feet 
thick,  dating  back  about  300  years.  The  oldest  deed  goes  back  to  the  time  of  Charles  11. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  DERBYSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  GROXALL. 

There  was  a  family  of  Higgses  settled  in  Croxall,  on  the  River  Trent,  just  over  the 
Staffordshire  border,  in  the  county  of  Derby,  and  but  a  few  miles  from  Lichfield,  at  an 
early  date.  Among  the  wills  preserved  at  Lichfield  are  those  of  John  Hyggs  and 
Nicholas  Higges  of  this  place,  the  former  under  date  of  1535  (Ref.  yb)  and  the  latter 
1559  (Kef.  169). 

An  interesting  historical  sketch  of  Croxall  was  written  and  published  in  1881  under 
the  name  of  Richard  Ussher,  and  among  the  list  ol  vicars  therein  given  is  the  name  of 
one  George  Higges  between  the  incumbencies  of  Richard  Standynought,  1538,  and 
John  Bentley,  8  May,  1617,  the  patron  of  the  living  being  Sir  George  Curzon.  From 
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the  parish  registers  it  is  found  that  in  1616  “  Georgius  Higgs,  Vicarius  de  Croxall, 
sepultus  fuit,  octavo  die  Junii  ",  or  in  other  words  that  the  Rev.  George  Higgs,  Vicar 
of  Croxall,  was  buried  8  June,  1616,  though  in  the  list  of  Vicars  he  is  recorded  as  having 
been  buried  at  Alrewas  4  May,  1617  (possibly  re-interred).  Alrewas  is  about  three 
miles  west  of  Croxall,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  close  to  Yoxall,  and  only  a  few  miles  from 
Tatenhill,  where  upon  reference  to  the  Higgs  Family  of  Staffordshire  it  will  be  found  that 
families  of  the  name  were  settled  at  this  time.  In  1631  the  following  entry  appears  in 
the  Marriage  Register  of  Croxall  :  "  Franciscos  Hewgill,  alias  Bun. son,  de  Edingale 
et  Fi.inora  Higgs  de  Edingale  matrimonium  contraxenint' duodecimo  die  Novcmbris  " .  We 
find  John  Higges,  in  tenure  of  land,  in  Croxall  in  1581,  and  mentioned  in  the  Marriage 
Settlement  of  George  C'urzon  and  Mary  Leveson  (‘ Wolley  Charters’,  XI 1,  139, 
6  February, 1581)  : 

» 

“  Two  cloves  in  Croxall  aforesaid  whereof  tlione  is  called  the  ‘  Pingle  Meadowe  ’  now 
in  the  tenure  of  Roger  Kensall,  or  his  assigns  not  exceedinge  the  nombre  of  Twelve 
yeares  yet  to  come,  and  thother  is  called  the  '  Longe  Close  '  at  Croxall  Lane,  now  in  the 
tenure  of  John  Higges,  or  his  assigns  the  lease  whereof  exceadeth  not  the  nombre  of 
Fyve  yeares  yet  to  come.” 

Another  reference  to  a  John  Higgs,  possibly  the  last-named  or  his  father,  is  found  in 
a  Latin  document  of  this  parish,  which  is  a  grant  in  1530  by  William  Large,  of  Newebold 
Vordene,  Leycestershire,  to  Thomas  Serott,  and  his  heirs,  for  the  sum  of  £6.6.8  paid 
down,  of  a  messuage,  garden,  two  crofts  and  half  a  virgate  of  land  in  Catton,  now  in 
the  tenure  of  John  Highs,  and  which  he  inherited  on  the  death  of  Thomas  Large,  his 
father  (probably  means  step-father],  together  with  all  the  charters,  writings,  and 
muniments  concerning  the  same  ".  The  deed  also  contains  a  power  of  attorney  by 
William  Large,  which  authorizes  Rouert  Hyli.e  and  William  Aston  of  Catton, 
jointly,  or  severally,  to  deliver  possession  of  the  aforesaid  messuage,  etc.,  according  to 
the  effect  of  the  deed. 

From  the  will  of  one  Walter  Horton  of  Croxall,  dated  19  December,  1626,  the 
following  item  shows  one  Francis  Higgs,  connected  with  Croxall: — “  Debts  owing  to 
me  Walter  Horton  :  Ferauncis  Higgs  £35.0.0".  The  parish  registers  of  Croxall 
have  been  printed  in  the  historical  sketch  by  Richard  Ussiirk,  1881,  Baptisms  and 
Burials  from  their  commencement  in  1586-1753  and  Marriages  from  1586  1753. 


The  Higgs  Family  of  Exeter. 

Prior  to  1624  one  Nicholas  Higge,  or  Higgs,  alias  Reynolds,  was  a  merchant  of 
this  city.  I  bis  we  find  from  a  case  in  Chancery — Higge  versus  IIigge— -when  on  23 
November  of  that  year  Nicholas  Higge,  alias  Reynolds,  brought  a  case  against  his 
step-mother  Flizaueth,  the  second  wife  of  his  father  John  Higge,  alias  Reynolds, 
and  other  of  her  relatives  because  they  endeavoured  to  defeat  and  defraud  him  as  executor 
of  his  father’s  estate,  of  his,  the  greatest  interest  in  same,  of  money,  and  of  household 
goods  ( vide  ‘  Chancery  Proceedings  ’,  James  I,  H.  30/29).  His  own  mother  was  in  all 
probability  one  of  the  family  of  Hhlh,  or  Healh,  of  Devon,  for  he  mentions  his  uncle 
Simon  Hele  in  this  case.  There  were  several  armigerous  families  of  this  patronymic  in 
the  county.  His  father,  John  Higge,  alias  Reynolds,  had  married  this  Flizahhth 
Warring  (a  widow)  some  little  time  previous  to  his  decease.  W  hy  he  assumed  the  name 
of  Reynolds  in  lieu  of  his  own  has  not  come  to  light.  There  was  an  armigerous  family 
of  the  name  of  Reynolds  in  the  county  of  Devon  (vide  ‘  Marl.  MS.’  4632).  It  is  worthy 
of  note  that  one  Dr.  Reynolds  was  one  of  the  overseers  of  the  Will  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
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Griffith  Higgs  in  1659,  a  grandson  of  Nicholas  Higges  and  Mary  Barton,  his  wife, 
but  whether  he  was  any  connection  of  the  Devonshire  family  of  Reynolds  is  not  known. 
Nicholas  Higgi-;,  alias  Reynolds,  had  land  at  Plympton  St.  Mary  in  the  county  of 
Devon. 


John  Hurts  ok  St.  Kicrkian's,  Kxktkr,  Co.  Dkvon. 

The  lifth  son  ami  tenth  child  of  John  Higgs  of  Upton  St.  Leonards, 
formerly  ol  (.  harlton  Kings,  Co.  Cdoncester.  (From  an  oil  portrait.) 
(J  757  itfiO.)  Younger  brother  of  Jamks  Hurts  of  Upton  St.  Leonards, 
Co.  Gloucester  (born  1730),  and  uncle  of  William  Higgs  of  that  place 
(1778—1863).  (I  ide  Illustration,  Higgs  lamily  of  Upton  St.  Leonards  ami 
Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Cdoncester.) 

It  was  this  John  1  Juris  who  wrote  the  interesting  “  Sketch  on  the  Career 
of  Napolkon  Honai’akii  ”  about  1813. 


(Note. — Annk  Higges  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  mentions  “  John  Reynolds 
and  his  wile  ”  in  her  will  dated  15  June,  1620,  proved  at  Gloucester  3  September.) 
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The  Higgs  Family  of  Holsworthy. 

Midway  between  the  ancient  towns  of  Bideford  in  Devonshire — where  Kingsley 
wrote  part  of  his  ‘  Westward  Ho  !  ’—and  Launceston  in  the  county  of  Cornwall  lies 
the  picturesque  old  town  of  Holsworthy.  Here  it  was  that  Horatio  Symons  Higgs, 


Horatio  Symons  liioos  or  Holswoktuy,  1798-1871. 


the  second  son  ol  John  Higgs  of  St.  Kerrian’s,  Exeter,  by  Margaret  (  oi.lihall,  his 
wife,  settled  in  the  year  1820.  He  had  been  born  in  Exeter,  whilst  the  bells 
from  the  massive  towers  of  Norman  architecture  ot  the  ancient  cathedral  church  were 
pealing  forth  the  glad  tidings  of  Nelson’s  great  victory  at  the  Battle  of  the  Nile, 
which  reached  the  City  of  Exeter  upon  the  day  of  his  birth,  namely  2b  September, 
171)8,  and  so  it  was  that  his  parents  named  him  “  Horatio  ”.  His  father,  John  Higgs, 
was  the  fifth  son  and  the  tenth  child  of  John  Higghs  (or  Higgs)  who  lived  at  Charlton 
Kings,  near  Cheltenham,  in  the  county  of  Gloucester,  and  who  later  settled  at  Upton 
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St.  Leonards  in  the  same  county,  where  he  was  buried  in  1786.  This  fifth  son  of 
John  Higgs,  of  Upton  St.  Leonards,  and  formerly  of  Charlton  Kings,  Gloucestershire 
— John — was  born  in  the  year  1757  ;  settling  in  the  parish  of  St.  Kerrian,  Exeter, 
he  carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  the  hat  manufacturing  trade  (see  “Higgs 
Family  of  Charlton  Kings”).  On  26  July,  178b,  he  married  at  St.  Petrock’s  Church  in 


James  Higgs,  Esq.,  J.l\  and  C.C.  for  Devonshire,  of  Elm  Irek 
House,  Holsworthy,  1823-1905. 

that  city  Margaret  Collihall,  and  by  her  he  had  a  family  of  three  sons  and  fom 
daughters,  namely  : 

1.  John  Symons  Higgs,  born  9  February,  1797,  and  dying  in  1857,  left  by  his  wife 
Betsy,  daughter  of  William  and  Jane:  Snell,  two  daughters,  co-heirs  of  their 
father  : 

(1)  Eliza  Tonkin  (Higgs)  married  Henry  Vatchkr  of  Rosemount,  St.  Holier 's, 

Jersey,  Channel  Islands. 

(2)  Mary  Jane  Snell  (Higgs),  born  27  November,  1826  ;  she  became  the  wife  of 

her  first  cousin  James  Higgs,  Esq.,  J.P.,  C.C.,  of  Holsworthy,  the  elder  son  of 
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Horatio  Symons  Higgs.  She  was  also  first  cousin  of  Lieut. -Col.  Snell,  who 
was  for  many  years  the  private  secretary  to  Baron  Rothschild.  The  Snells 
were  an  old  Devonshire  family. 

Horatio  Symons  Higgs,  born  at  Exeter  26  September,  1798,  as  previously  related, 
was  the  lirst  of  the  family  to  settle  at  Holsworthy.  He  married  Phyllys  C. 
Trelevan  of  a  Cornish  family,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  James  Higgs  of  Holsworthy,  J  P.  and  C.C.  for  the  County  of  Devon,  born  in  1823 
and  baptized  on  27  August  of  that  year.  He  married,  as  previously  given, 
Mary  Jane  Snell  Higgs,  one  of  the  two  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  his  uncle 
John  Symons  Higgs  of  Exeter,  by  Betsy,  daughter  of  William  and  Jane 
Snell,  by  whom  he— dying  7  June,  1905 — left  one  son  and  three  daughters  : 


Horatio  (Horace)  Higgs,  Esy.,  J.P.  and  C.A.  for 
Devonshire,  of  Holswouthy,  N.  Devon,  born  1859. 


1.  Horatio  Higgs  of  Watcrpark,  Holsworthy  (of  whom  later). 

(1)  Bessie,  born  29  May,  1855.  She  married  E.  R.  Bury  Torr,  Esq.,  of  West- 

leigh  House,  near  Bideford. 

(2)  Mary,  born  3  May,  1857.  She  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Tierney  Elton, 

Esq.,  C.E.,  of  Whitestaunton,  Co.  Somerset,  and  by  him  had  a  son  Henry 
Elton,  born  18  August,  1882.  He  studied  medicine  and  became  M  l).,  with 
a  practice  at  Crewkerne,  Co.  Somerset. 

(A ole. — Charles  Tierney  Elton  is  the  fifth  son  of  the  Rev.  William 
Tierney  Elton  of  Whitestaunton,  descended  from  Jacob,  the  third  son  of 
Sir  Abraham  Elton,  Bart.,  and  M.P.  for  Bristol  in  1710  by  his  wife  Lucy 
Caroline,  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Abraham  Elton,  the  sixth  baronet  of 
Clevedon  Court.) 
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(3)  Fanny,  born  8  October,  i860  ;  married  the  Rev.  H.  L  Thrupp,  M.A.,  by 
whom  she  has  one  son — John  Ihrupp. 

2.  Horatio  Higgs.  Died  young. 

(1)  Margaret,  married  Edward  How. 

(2)  Julia,  married  W.  How. 

3.  Robert  Higgs,  born  16  July,  1805  ;  emigrated  to  Australia. 

(1)  Mary  Symons,  horn  10  June,  1787. 

(2)  Margaret,  born  19  August,  179°  i  married  one  named  \\ .  1  roctor  ot  isatn,  Go. 

Somerset.  ^ 

(3)  Anna,  born  28  January,  1793  ;  married  William  Spriggs  of  Rath.  ' 

(4)  Eliza,  born  29  April,  1795  ;  married  William* Bicki.e  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada. 


1’hyllys  Mary  Higgs,  M. A. Cantab. 

Horatio  Higgs,  Fsq.,  J.P.,  C.A.  for  Devon,  of  Waterpark,  Holsworthy,  and  of 
“The  Hermitage”,  Welcombe,  North  Devon,  was  born  on  3  January,  1859.  Like 
his  father  James  Higgs,  he  became  both  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  a  County  (  ouncilloi 
for  the  county  in  1905,  and  in  1908  was  elected  County  Alderman.  He  has  taken  a 
very  active  interest  in  the  Wesleyan  Church  in  Holsworthy,  worthily  following  in 
the  footsteps  of  his  greatly  esteemed  father  and  grandfather  in  this  connection.  On 
26  July,  1894,  he  married  Sarah  Louisa,  daughter  of  Alexander  Greet,  Fsq.,  of 
Bradninch,  Co.  Devon,  and  by  her  has  an  only  daughter  and  heir: 

(1)  Phyllys  Mary  Higgs,  born  27  June,  1895,  M. A. Cantab.  She  has  devoted  her  life 
to  teaching  and  in  1932  was  appointed  Head  Mistress  of  South  Park  High  Schoo  , 
Lincoln,  being  selected  out  of  no  less  than  78  applicants  by  the  Governors. 

Sarah  Louisa  Higgs  (nee  Greet)  was  born  2  April,  1858,  and  died  19  July,  19M- 
Horatio  Higgs  married  a  second  time  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Barclay  of 
Birmingham,  by  whom  he  has  no  issue. 
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Thus  for  four  generations  this  family  has  been  connected  with  Holsworthy.  Upon 
the  death  of  Horatio  Symons  Higgs  (the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  in  this  place), 
which  took  place  on  io  July,  1871,  the  local  press  wrote  of  him  : 

“  Saturday  was  a  day  of  general  sorrow  in  this  place.  The  occasion  was  the  funeral 
of  the  late  II.  S.  Higgs,  Esquire,  of  this  town.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan 
Society  and  for  more  than  fifty  years  it  was  his  pleasure  and  privilege  to  act  as  a 
local  preacher.  His  chief  enjoyment  seemed  to  consist  in  doing  good.  Not  content 
with  readily  relieving  when  want  raised  its  voice,  he  anxiously  sought  out  silent 
need,  the  further  pleasure  of  affording  comfort  to  his  fellow  creatures.  Nor  was  his 
kindness  and  liberality  limited  to  mere  cases  of  extreme  want,  for  object  worthy  of 
regard  was  sure  with  him  to  find  a  favourable  hearing  and  a  helping  hand  ;  thus  the 
response  of  Mr.  Higgs  became  a  thing  quite  free  from  doubt  in  every  case  worthy 
the  notice  of  the  virtuous  and  good  ;  Butchers,  Fishdealers  and  Fruit-sellers  had  only 
to  say  on  market  days  '  Our  goods  lay  on  our  hands  ’,  and  very  soon  he  would 
relieve  their  stalls  by  giving  relief  to  the  poor.  His  liberality  was  not  confined  to 
the  members  of.  the  Wesleyan  Society,  or  the  poor  of  his  own  Parish,  but  extended  to 
many  parishes  without  any  respect  to  sect  or  party.  Although  the  Divine  Disposer  of 
Life  has  favoured  him  with  length  of  days,  even  three  score  years  and  twelve,  yet  the 
loss  comes  far  too  soon.  Since  the  death  of  his  amiable  wife  some  four  years  since,  the 
extent  of  his  liberality  is  not  known,  as  he  ‘  did  not  let  his  right  hand  know  what  the 
left  hand  did  '.  Of  very  few  men  can  it  be  more  truly  said,  ‘  He  never  lost  a  friend  or 
made  an  enemy  All  the  shops  of  the  town  were  partially,  or  completely  closed  during 
the  whole  day.  The  funeral  took  place  at  11  a.m.,  and  proved  truly  affecting,  both  from 
the  extent  and  character  of  the  procession,  which  was  one  of  the  largest,  if  not  the  very 
largest  that  has  been  seen  in  this  place  for  the  last  fifty  years.  His  death  occurred  only 
after  a  few  days’  illness.  Hie  coffin  was  preceded  by  the  clergyman,  the  medical  attendant 
of  the  deceased,  the  two  Wesleyan  ministers  of  the  circuit  with  several  other  ministers 
and  members  of  his  Society.  The  bearers  were  six  local  preachers.  His  only  surviving 
son  and  daughter  with  their  children  were  the  chief  mourners.  A  long  train  of  servants, 
workpeople,  and  almost  all  the  respectability  of  the  neighbourhood  with  the  townspeople 
generally,  mourned  the  loss  of  a  discreet  adviser,  and  a  kind  and  sincere  friend.  The 
organist  played  some  very  appropriate  funeral  music  while  the  corpse  was  carried  in  and 
out  of  the  Church.  The  minister  read  the  service  with  deep  emotion  and  many  a  tear 
was  shed  for  one  sincerely  mourned  by  all.” 

This  obituary  of  sixty  years  ago,  whilst  being  an  example  of  such  press  writings  of 
that  period,  and  not  written  as  obituaries  would  be  worded  to-day,  clearly  shows  the 
high  esteem  in  which  the  life  and  character  of  Horatio  Symons  Higgs  was  held  by 
all. 

Typical  of  many  who  have  borne  this  patronymic,  whilst  being  a  strong  Noncon¬ 
formist  by  conviction,  he  was  an  example  of  true  Christianity,  kind,  liberal  and  thought¬ 
ful  for  all  in  need  of  help  and  succour  of  no  matter  what  party,  race  or  creed,  yet  ever 
desiring  that  such  acts  of  his  should  not  be  lauded. 

The  Higgs  family  of  Holsworthy  are  descended  from  the  Higgs  family  of  Charlton 
Kings  and  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire.  The  present  Horatio  Higgs,  Esq.,  J.P., 
C.A.  for  Devon  has,  at  Waterpark,  a  much  treasured  family  heirloom,  namely  a  Bible 
which  bears  the  signature  of  John  Higgs  of  Gloucester,  and  in  which  he  entered 
the  name  of  his  son  John  Higgs  upon  the  day  of  his  birth  in  1608.  All  the  old 
silver  in  the  family  bears  the  stag’s  head  pierced  through  the  neck  by  an  arrow  in 
bend — the  same  crest  as  was  in  use  by  the  Higgs  family  of  Cheltenham,  Charlton 
Kings,  Colesbourne,  Westhall,  Sandford,  and  other  places  in  the  county  ol  Gloucester, 
of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks.  Mr.  Horatio  Higgs,  however,  is 
descended  from  John  Higgs  of  Sandford,  Gentleman,  who  married  in  1563  Elizabeth 
Machen  or  Machyn,  and  who  is  mentioned  in  a  deed  17  O.  Eliz.  Sandford  is  in  the  parish 
of  Cheltenham,  and  the  line  of  descent  is  given  in  the  account  of  the  Higgs  family  of 
Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings  in  this  work  (vide  “  Higgs  Family  of  Gloucestershire”). 
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Skeich  on  the  Career  oi<  Napoleon  Bonaparte  by  John  Higgs  of  Exeter  (who  was 
Born  1757  and  Died  1816),  Written  about  a  Year  Previous  to  His  Death.* 

In  the  year  in  which  Bonaparte  began  his  career  of  Victory  the  great  and  good 
Washington  closed  his  career  of  solid  glory,  by  voluntarily  retiring  from  power.  The 
period  when  this  once  mighty  potentate  first  appeared  in  the  fields  of  Victory  was  in 
the  spring  of  170b,  that  the  revolutionary  government  placed  him  at  the  head  of  their 
Italian  army,  when  not  27  years  of  age.  They  had  previously  seen  him  on  several 
occasions  displaying  great  military  skill  and  intrepidity,  and  at  a  time  when  rank  and 
intuest  gave  way  to  personal  cpialities,  he  was  made  a  General.  His  new  elevation 
was  the  commencement  of  his  military  career  which  had  been  distinguished  by  a  train 
ol  success  unparalleled  in  history.  Like  a  blazing  meteor  he  burst  instantaneously 
on  the  eyes  of  the  world  ;  and  from  that  period  became  the  wonder  and  the  terror  of 
Europe.  It  appears  that  he  was  always  of  a  thoughtful  turn  of  mind  fond  of  solitude 
and  ardently  devoted  to  the  study  of  History  and  Military  science.  Enterprising  steady 
and  fiee  from  eveiy  excess  the  allurements  of  pleasure  could  never  cause  him  to  deviate 
foi  a  moment  from  the  paths  of  Ambition.  Had  his  ambition  been  well  directed  he 
might  have  been  the  benefactor  of  mankind  ;  but  Providence  had  appointed  him  to 
inflict  its  punishments  upon  the  ambition  and  selfishness  of  other  potentates  and  then 
to  fall  by  his  own.  About  two  years  after  his  appointment  to  the  Command  in  Italy  we 
find  him  conquering  in  Egypt  ;  and  with  a  degree  of  duplicity  which  throws  doubts 
over  the  sincerity  of  his  most  honorable  declarations  proclaiming  that  he  and  his  Nation 
were  favourable  to  the  religion  of  Mahomet.  I11  Palestine  his  career  received  a  signal 
check  ;  and  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1799  having,  by  a  daring  effort,  escaped  from 
an  English  Squadron,  he  returned  to  1 'ranee,  accompanied  by  a  few  of  his  Officers. 
His  rise  had  begun  with  success  of  the  republican  armies  ;  their  reverses  contributed 
to  accomplish  it.  The  Government  of  France  was  changed  and  the  General  was  raised 
to  the  rank  of  First  Consul.  In  the  struggle  which  accompanied  this  change  a  Corsican 
endeavoured  to  dispatch  him  with  a  dagger  ;  and  about  a  year  after  a  deep  laid  and 
horrid  plot  was  formed  to  take  away  his  life  but  he  was  preserved  for  purposes  of  Provi¬ 
dence  not  yet  accomplished.  In  the  next  year  (1800)  he  made  a  declaration,  which  had 
he  taken  it  as  his  invariable  guide  would  have  procured  for  him  a  degree  of  solid  glory, 
as  well  as  power,  which  few  Monarchs  have  attained,  that  ‘  he  would  light  for  the  happi¬ 
ness  of  France  and  the  repose  of  the  World  ’  but  ambition  was  the  leading  spring  of 
all  ;  and  from  the  appointment  of  first  Consul  we  find  him  advancing  to  the  rank  of 
Consul  for  life;  and  shortly  after  was  made  Emperor  ;  and  that  nothing  might  be 
wanting  to  render  his  accession  as  august  and  imposing  as  possible  the  Roman  Pontiff 
was  brought  to  the  French  Capital  (a  circumstance  unexampled  in  the  history  of  Sove¬ 
reigns)  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  his  Coronation.  This  was  at  the  close  of  the  year 
1804.  During  the  next  year  in  the  short  space  of  three  months  he  completely  vanquished 
the  Austrian  and  Russian  Monarchs  and  compelled  the  former  to  submit  to  a  disgraceful 
peace  by  which  two  new  Kings  of  his  appointment  were  acknowledged  and  from  that 
period  he  was  for  several  years  to  be  regarded  as  the  sole  source  of  the  German  Power. 
The  succeeding  year  (180b)  he  dethroned  the  Neapolitan  Monarch  declaring  his  dynasty 
was  incompatible  with  the  repose  of  Europe.  He  placed  one  of  his  own  Brothers  upon 
the  Vacant  Throne  and  shortly  after  he  made  another  of  them  King  of  Holland,  des¬ 
troying  its  constitution  for  that  purpose.  The  same  year  the  Prussian  Monarch  (whom 
jealousy  appears  to  have  kept  aloof  from  the  former  confederation)  made  a  futile  effort 
to  resist  his  power  ;  and  in  less  than  a  month  he  was  crushed  with  that  rapid  impetu¬ 
osity  which  marked  all  the  movements  of  the  Conqueror  and  bore  down  all  opposition 
and  he  soon  entered  the  conquered  Capital  in  triumph.  In  the  following  year  (1807) 
after  a  series  of  dreadful  engagements  in  which  human  life  was  sacrificed  by  myriads, 
the  Sovereigns  of  Russia  and  Prussia  were  compelled  to  make  a  peace  with  him  which 
deprived  the  latter  of  nearly  half  his  territories  and  his  subjects  and  of  more  than  half 
the  revenues.  The  manifesto  of  Berlin  had  declared  ‘  that  there  is  a  degree  of  ambition 
which  nothing  can  satisfy  which  proceeds  without  intermission  from  usurpation  to 
usurpation  '.  The  discovery  was  made  too  late  but  succeeding  events  contributed  to 
prove  the  truth  of  the  remark  in  the  most  striking  manner.  In  the  year  in  which  he 
thus  humbled  the  Powers  of  the  North  another  of  his  Brothers  was  raised  to  the  Royal 

*  From  the  original  manuscript  in  the  possession  of  Hokatio  Higgs,  Esq.,  of  Waterpark,  Holsworthy, 
N.  Devon. 
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dignity  ;  he  himself  began  his  warfare  on  British  commerce  ;  and  he  declared  that  the 
House  of  Braganza  should  cease  to  reign  (Spain)  and  he  declared  ns  proc  amu  < 

Spain  that  ‘  God  had  given  him  Power  and  inclination  to  surmount  all  obstacles  .  .he 
next  year  1808  he  deprived  the  Roman  Pontiff  of  his  temporal  power;  compelled  the 
Royal  Family  of  Spain  to  abdicate  the  Throne  set  up  in  their  stead  his  Brother  whom 
he  had  before  placed  on  the  Throne  of  Naples  ;  and  Idled  with  Ins  Brothei -in-law,  who 
had  been  one  of  his  Generals.  In  this  year  he  declared  in  a  Proclamation  which  he  issue 
at  Madrid  that  God  had  given  him  the  ability  and  the  disposition  to  overcome  all  ob¬ 
stacles  and  indeed  it  did  almost  appear  as  if  Providence  had  for  its  unsearchable .  pu  pose, 
given  him  a  kind  of  human  omnipotence.  But  this  was  known  only  to  Hnn ^  w  o  orMereth 
all  things.  To  human  estimation  it  seemed  as  it  he  had  not  ye  reae  c  1 

of  his  worldly  greatness.  Hie  next  year  (1809)  the  Austrian  Emperor  endeavou re 
to  free  himself  from  his  yoke  but  in  vain.  After  having  been  again  preserved  from  dc  a  h 
by  tkat  invisible  hand  which  had  not  yet  enough  chastised  the  Nations  of  Etim  he 
declared  that  within  two  months  lie  should  be  at  the  Austrian  Capital  He  accomplish 
his  threat  in  less  than  three  weeks  and  before  three  Months  from  the  commence  me 
of  the  War  it  was  concluded  by  a  Peace  which  materially  increased  the  supenonty  of 
the  Conqueror  and  subjugation  of  the  conquered  Monarch.  At  the  close  of  the  same 
year  theVarious  sovereigns  of  his  family  and  other  dependent  Kings  and  1  rinces  being 
present  he  dissolved  his  first  marriage  and  in  a  few  months  after  (just  four  years  be  fore 
the  eventful  period,  when  his  power  was  finally  destroyed)  he  solemnized  Ins  maniage 
with  a  daughter  of  the  Austrian  Emperor  with  all  pomp  and  splendour  which  power 
could  devise.  From  that  time  we  heard  little  of  him  but  encroachments  on  the  liberty 
of  his  subjects  and  the  rights  of  allied  States:  the  freedom  of  the  Press  was  violated 
state  prisoners  were  placed  out  of  the  protection  of  the  law  ;  the  executive  and  judieia 
powers  were  made  to  depend  absolutely  upon  his  Will,  unheard 1  of .restraints  were  placed 
upon  private  intercourse,  in  short,  he  appears  to  have  considered  himself  as  aide  t« » 

everything,  as  independent  of  everyone  and  accountable  to  none.  no  ■  1 

events  often  marked  by  Victory  but  most  commonly  by  the  d^l^m^nc^ 
projects  and  the  defeat  of  his  armies  it  is  unnecessary  to  enter  1  rom  the  comm  ce 
nent  of  his  expedition  to  Russia  the  circumstances  must  be  fresh  in  evei  yone  s  ieeo 
Uon  If  anting  short  of  unrestrained  sovercig, tty  would  have  sat, shed  ns  ,nnul  he 
mi'dit  still  have  been  a  great  Monarch  but  adversity  did  not  teach  him  wisdom.  lla\mg 
become^ careless  < >f  the  happiness  of  others,  profusely  lavish  of  human  life  and  ceasing 
to  take  into  account  anything  but  the  promptings  of  selfish 

to  have  reached  that  pitch  of  infatuation  111  which  he  could  not  e  ui  a  th< 2  J aHmcst 
dictates  of  common  prudence  ;  he  forgot  that  the  nation  ovei  whic  1  1  ,  Y  1  p 

pressed  down  by  his  power  ;  and  wildly  rejected  terms  of  peace  which  would  have,  eft 
him  in  the  undisturbed  possession  of  one  of  the  mightiest  thrones  of  ^^ope^  In  less 
than  three  weeks  from  that  decisive  determination,  he  ceased  to  be  a  soxeieig 
those  Monarchs  whom  he  had  humbled  were  the  spectators  of  Ins 

Bonaparte  landed  in  the  Gulf  of  Juan  111  France;  from  Elba  on  the  1st  Mulch  1M5, 
mid  entered  Paris  in  triumph  on  the  20th.  He  left  for  the  army  on  the  12 h  une  fought 
the  Allies  on  the  15  and  if)  and  was  defeated  on  the  18th  returned  to  1  ans  on  the  -u 

and  abdicated  the  throne  on  the  22nd. 

“  ‘  The  London  Gazette,’  21  July,  1815. 

“Second  Edition. 

“  Bonaparte  Taken. 

“  We  are  happy  to  answer  the  oft-repeated  question  of  ‘  Where  is  Bonapaite  .'  by 

the  following  ‘  London  Gazette,  Extraordinary  ’  dated  July  21st  1 8 ^received 
July  21.  A  dispatch  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract  has  been  this  day  iccuud 

from  Viscount  Castlereagh  dated  Lai  is  July  17  • 

“  [Translation.) 

1  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Lordship  that  Napoleon  Bonaparte  not 
being  able  to  escape  from  the  English  cruisers,  or  from  the  guards  kept  on  the 
coast  has  taken  the  resolution  of  going  on  board  the  English  sup  <■  c  1  ‘H’  0  ■ 


Cajit.  Maitland. 

“To  Viscount  Castlereagh 


I  have  &c.  ,  A  ,, 

“  (Signed)  LE  DUCE  IVOR  IRAN  10. 


•  •  ;  ,  '  1  ’  :  ■  *w  -  ,  -  ,  ,  ,v 
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CHAPTER  XVII 


The  Higgs  Family  of  Gloucestershire 


THE  IIIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BEVERSTONE. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BRISTOL. 

I  here  was  a  family  of  Higgses  in  the  nineteenth  century  living  at  Eastville,  Bristol, 
of  which  family  is  the  present  curate  of  St.  Augustine’s  Church,  Even  Swindon,  assisting 
there  the  Rev.  Canon  II.  B.  Harvey,  namely  the  Rev.  Samuel  Higgs.  He  was  born 
at  Eastville,  and  received  his  early  education  at  the  Ridgeway  Church  Schools,  Bristol. 
His  lather  was  Mr.  Henry  Higgs,  who  was  a  son  of  Mr.  Charles  Henry  Higgs.  Of  his 
ancestry  no  definite  information  has  been  gathered.  It  may  be  that  Charles  Henry 


Tim  Ki  v.  Samuel  I  lions,  son  of  Henry  limns,  Kso., 
of  Eastville,  Bristol. 


Higgs  was  a  son  of  (  iiarles  Higgs,  who  succeeded  to  the  old  mill  at  Upton  St.  Leonards, 
Gloucestershire  (born  uSij),  or  of  his  brother  Samuel  Higgs,  born  in  1816  {vide  Higgs 
f  amily  of  Upton  St.  Leonards  and  Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester). 

1  he  Rev.  Samuel  Higgs  was  ordained  deacon  at  the  Temple  Church,  Bristol,  by  the 
bishop  of  that  place  ib  March,  1930.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  carried  on  a  very  successful 
business  as  an  accountant  in  the  c  ity  of  Bristol,  but  felt  constrained  to  give  up  his  business 
career  and  to  devote  the  remainder  of  his  life  to  church  work.  He  is  the  first  business 
man  to  be  ordained  for  the  ministry  of  the  Church  in  the  Bristol  Diocese.  When  he  left 
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school  he  entered  an  office  and  subsequently  took  up  accountancy.  He  then  became  a 
member  of  the  Corporate  Accountants  and  Vice-President  of  the  Certified  Public  Accoun¬ 
tants.  Shortly  before  the  World  War  he  opened  a  private  practice,  then  upon  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  offered  himself  for  service,  but  was  rejected  for  active  war  service, 
and  then  devoted  himself  to  the  organization  of  scouting  patrols  at  vital  points  in  and 
around  his  native  city.  Before  the  Boards  of  Guardians  were  dispensed  with  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Bristol  Board.  For  many  years  he  was  a  representative  upon  the  Bristol 
Trades  Council,  and  during  the  time  when  Mr.  (now  Sir)  James  O'Grady,  Governor  of 
Tasmania,  was  the  Chairman  of  that  Board.  After  the  war  Mr.  Higgs  made  a  very 
careful  study  of  the  Rents  Restriction  Act  and  became  an  authority  upon  that  compli¬ 
cated  measure.  For  many  years  Mr.  Higgs  not  only  took  a  most  active  interest  in 
civic  affairs,  but  was  an  earnest  church  worker,  being  a  lay  helper  at  St.  ihomas’s  Church, 
Eastville  ;  St.  Michael's  Church,  City  ;  St.  Paul’s,  Portland  Square,  and  St.  Silas’s 
Churches,  and  latterly  at  St.  Bede’s  Church,  Fishponds.  He  was  one  of  Baden-Powell’s 
first  scout-masters,  just  after  the  movement  was  started  over  twenty-one  years  ago, 
besides  being  a  leading  spirit  in  the  work  of  the  Church  Lads’  Brigade  in  Bristol,  in  which 
organization  he  held  a  cadet’s  captaincy.  The  Archdeacon  of  Swindon,  in  the  ‘  Diocesan 
Gazette  ’,  refers  to  Mr.  Higgs’s  thirty  years  of  church  work  and  says  : 

“  Those  qualities  which  have  gained  Mr.  Higgs  such  success  in  his  profession  will, 
I  believe,  prove  equallv  valuable  when  engaged  in  work  for  the  church  in  Swindon.’ 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  more  detail  about  this  branch  of  the  old  Gloucestershire 
stock  can  be  given. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  CHELTENHAM  AND  CHARLTON  KINGS. 

Cheltenham,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  towns  in  the  county  ol  Gloucester,  and  but 
nine  miles  E.N.E.  from  the  county  city,  is  noted  for  its  medicinal  springs  and  fine  schools. 
It  anciently  was  a  parish  consisting  of  the  village  of  Cheltenham  and  its  five  surrounding 
hamlets,  viz.  Arle,  Alston,  Westall,  Naunton  and  Sandford.  Its  name  is  said  to  be 
derived  from  the  Saxon  word  “  Chilt  ”,  meaning  ”  an  elevated  place  '  or  1  a  place 
rising  to  an  eminence”,  and  the  German  word  ”  Ham”,  “  Haam  or  “  Heym  ,  meaning 
a  ”  1  lome  ”. 

The  ancient  village  and  fine  town  of  the  present  day  might  well  be  so  designated, 
for  the  beautiful  Cotswold  Hills,  rising  behind  the  place,  shelter  it  from  the  north-east 
winds.  These  hills,  the  watershed  of  the  River  Severn,  are  renowned  for  the  fine  breed 
of  sheep  which  bear  this  name,  and  horn  the  earliest  times  have  been  the  home  ol  the 
yeoman  farmer  and  husbandman.  It  was  in  these  hills  that  early  tribes  of  brisians  are 
said  to  have  settled  in  the  fifth  century,  about  the  same  time  as  the  Angles  and  the 
Saxons  came  into  England. 

A  striking  name  of  one  ol  these  tribes  was  ”  Iggs  ”,  whilst  another  similar  in  sound 
was  that  of  the  "  Hw’iccAS  ”,  and  whilst  we  have  no  proof,  it  requires  no  great 
stretch  of  imagination  to  conjecture  a  possible  origin  of  the  patronymics  Higgs 
and  Hicks,  both  of  which  families  were  settled  in  this  locality  at  an  early  date. 
From  their  likeness  in  sound  the  two  patronymics  have  frequently  become  confused 
and  misspelt,  though  the  tamilies  are  generally  conceded  to  be  of  quite  distinct  otigin. 
Among  the  earliest  forms  ol  the  name  of  Higgs,  which  before  the  sixteenth  centuiy 
was  of  double  syllable,  are  Higgis,  Hyggys,  Higgks,  Hegges,  Heggys,  Heyghez, 
Hugges,  etc.,  whilst  the  patronymic  of  “  Hicks”  is  found  as  Hickes,  Hyckes,  Hykkes, 
Hykkas,  Hykkis,  etc.  Some  authorities  claim  that  “  Higgs  is  derived  from  a  Saxon 
word  meaning  "  a  wild  ash  tree  ”,  and  that  “  Hicks  comes  from  the  name  Isaac 
The  surname  of  Heggs  is  found  in  Scandinavia  at  the  present  time,  and  the  origin  of 
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Higgs  may  therefore  be  Norse.  Mr.  L’Estrange  Ewen,  in  his  recent  and  clever  work 
upon  British  surnames,  gives  “  Higgs  ”  as  coming  from  an  old  English  personal  name 
Hyge  meaning  “  Courage  ". 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Higgs  Family  of  South  Stoke,  Oxfordshire,  are  stated  to 
have  been  “  descended  from  a  noble  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  living  near  Gloucester  ", 
and  the  mural  tablet  to  the  Rev.  I)r.  Griffith  Higgs  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South 
Stoke,  bears  witness  to  this  fact.  There  was  undoubtedly  a  family  of  Higgs  living  in  and 
aiound  Cheltenham  at  an  early  date  possessed  of  considerable  lands  and  wealth,  and  as 
will  be  seen  later,  the  Higgs  Family  of  Colesbourne,  a  parish  six  miles  from  Cheltenham, 
descendants  of  the  Cheltenham  stock,  were  of  armigerous  status,  and  the  Arms  in  use 
by  the  family  were  in  1623  confirmed  to  Thomas  Higges,  Esqre.,  of  that  place.  The 
Cheltenham  Higges  were  allied  by  marriage  to  such  well-known  Gloucestershire  families 
as  the  Sanfords  or  Sandfords,  the  Stephens  of  Eastington,  the  Pates  of  Charlton 
Kings,  the  Machens,  Cartwrights,  Atkins,  Packers,  Lanes,  etc.,  and  much  of  the 
Higges  estate  in  Cheltenham  is  stated  to  have  come  into  the  family  by  the  marriage  of 
John  Higges  with  Juliana  de  Sandford,  an  heiress  of  that  family. 

As  with  all  families,  not  every  branch  is  of  the  same  social  status,  either  in  land, 
wealth  or  occupation ;  so  with  the  Higgs  family  of  Cheltenham,  and  the  many  branches 
which  have  sprung  from  the  one  and  the  same  stock,  we  find  the  landed  proprietor,  the 

clergyman,  the  yeoman  farmer,  the  husbandman,  the  tradesman,  the  artisan  and  the 
farm  labourer. 

In  (  heltenham  churchyard  is  a  nineteenth  century  tombstone  to  one  member  of  this 
ancient  stock,  a  local  butcher,  which  reads  : 

“  Here  lies  John  Higgs 
A  famous  man  for  killing  pigs, 

For  killing  pigs  was  his  delight 
Both  morning,  afternoon  and  night. 

Both  heats  and  colds  he  could  endure, 

Which  no  physician  could  e’er  cure  ; 

His  knife  is  laid,  his  work  is  done, 

I  hope  to  Heaven  his  soul  is  gone.” 

John  Higgs  died  in  1S25. 


I11  this  we  have  an  amusing  epitaph  to  the  village  tradesman.  In  Charlton  Kings’ 
C  hurchyard,  just  a  mile  away  from  Cheltenham,  the  seventeenth  century  tomb  of  Walter 
Higgs,  an  officer  in  the  army  of  King  Charles  /,  whose  second  wife  was  Elizabeth 
Pate,  of  a  prominent  family  upon  the  Royalist  side  in  the  Civil  War,  forms  a  striking 
contrast  in  the  fortunes  of  members  of  the  same  family  in  different  periods  (vide 
illustration,  Chapter  II). 

1  he  paiish  chuich  of  Cheltenham  was  built  in  1011.  Hi  ere  was  formerly  a  chantry 
in  this  church,  dedicated  to  the  \  irign  Mary,  which  has  now  fallen  to  decay.  From  the 
‘  History  of  Cheltenham  ’,  published  in  1803  by  H.  Ruff,  it  is  stated  that  the  benefice 
of  the  Rectory  is  an  endowed  curacy  : 


Jn  1  *33  the  impropriation  was  vested  in  the  Abbey  of  Cirencester.  At  the  dis¬ 
solution  of  the  monasteries  it  reverted  to  the  Crown,  and  was  granted  in  lease  to  Sir 
Henry  Jerningham,  May  22,  1580.  On  the  10th  day  of  May  1592  to  William  Green- 
well  .  on  the  15th  day  of  hebruary  following  to  Richard  Stephens  (of  Eastington)  and 
on  the  17th  day  of  February  1597  to  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  knight,  in  consideration  of 
£75  13 -4-  Elizabeth  Badger,  or  Bagiiott  (or  Bagot),  widow,  became  lessee  of  the 
Rectory.  She  was  the  former  wife  of  Thomas  Higges,  Lessee  of  the  Rectory,  and  later  the 
wife  of  H.  Bagot.  In  1609,  on  information  of  Henry  Parry,  Lord  Bishop  of  Gloucester, 
that  the  stipend  allowed  to  two  reading  ministers,  and  two  lay  deacons,  was  but  ten 
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pounds,  and  forty  shillings  and  eight  pence  a  year  to  each,  the  bishop  came  to  Cheltenham 
and  preached  ;  but  the  impropriatrix  continuing  obstinate,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
Lord  Salisbury,  then  secretary  of  State,  that  a  chaplain  might  be  appointed  to  either 
paiish.  By  the  mediation  of  1  homas  Stephens,  Esquire,  attorney-general  to  Prince 
Cluiiles,  it  was  compromised  for  the  time,  the  sub-lessee  allowing  the  privy  tithes  for 
the  payment  of  the  stipends.  But  the  covenants  being  again  infracted,  the  parishioners 
petitioned  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  the  lessee  of  the  Crown,  stating  that  by  the 
allowing  only  of  twenty  pounds  to  two  chaplains,  and  refusing  to  supply  the  sacramental 
bread  and  wine,  6000  communicants  were  deprived.  The  attainder  of  the  Chancellor 
prevented  the  due  effect  of  the  remonstrance  and  a  further  application  was  made  to 
the  King,  with  reference  to  the  Diocesan,  and  Lord  Keeper  Williams.  In  1624,  when 
the  appropriation  was  granted  to  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  a  decree  in  Chancery  was  obtained, 
by  which  the  impropriator  is  bound  to  allow  a  salary  of  £40.0.0  each  to  the  officiating 
minister  of  either  parish.  1  his  arrangement  being  made,  Sir  Baptist  Hicks  invested 
the  Principal  and  bellows  of  Jesus  College,  Oxford  with  the  nomination,  subjected  to 
definite  restrictions.” 

There  have  been  a  number  of  suits  in  Chancery  over  the  Cheltenham  Rectory  and 
the  (  hapelry  of  Charlton  Kings,  in  which  the  Higges  family  have  been  participants  ( vide 
‘  Chancery  Proceedings  ’,  Series  II). 

from  the  Memoirs  of  old  Charlton  Kings  ”,  which  were  written  in  1896  for  the 
Charlton  Kings  Parish  Magazine  ’,  by  Clarence  M.  Dobell,  a  printed  copy  of  which, 
in  book  form,  was  published  in  1898  by  Messrs.  Norman  Sawyer  &  Co.,  St.  George’s 
Hall,  Cheltenham,  the  following  fuller  information  about  the  church  property  of  which 
the  Higges  family  were  lessees  has  been  gathered  : 

On  the  Dissolution  of  the  Monasteries,  the  Church  property  was  divided  in  various 
ways  ;  some  went  to  endow  new  churches,  hospitals  and  schools,  but  by  far  the  greater 
portion  of  it  was  divided  between  the  great  Nobles  and  the  King,  and  in  many  cases — 
as  at  I  ewkesbury — the  Abbey  churches  were  actually  sold  back  again  to  the  congre¬ 
gations  who  had  been  accustomed  to  use  them  as  churches.  The  Church  property  at 
Cheltenham  and  Charlton  reverted  to  the  Crown,  and  after  being  held  by  Henry  VIII, 
Edward  VI,  Mary  and  Elizabeth,  it  was  in  February  1597  given  by  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  to  h ranciS  Bacon,  Lord  Verulam,  the  great  philosopher  and  Lord  Chancellor, 
subject  to  various  conditions  and  charges,  and  he  sub-let  it  to  the  family  of  Higgs.” 

Under  this  complicated  system  great  complaint  was  made  that  the  sub-lessees  were 
realizing  a  large  income  from  the  land,  etc.,  but  were  underpaying  the  clergy.  Letters 
were  written  on  behalf  of  the  parishioners  asking  for  more  curates,  and  that  the  existing 
clergy  should  be  better  paid  ;  but  Lord  Bacon  in  some  rather  amusing  letters  referred 
the  people  back  to  the  sub-lessees,  who,  he  said,  had  paid  him  very  little  for  their  rights, 
and  were  said  to  be  making  a  large  profit.  Proceedings  in  Chancery  were  taken,  the  case 
lasting  over  twenty  years,  and  resulting  in  an  order  that  £80  per  annum  should  be  equally 
divided  between  the  Rectory  of  Cheltenham  and  the  Chapelry  of  Charlton.  Meanwhile, 
on  the  fall  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon,  the  Church  property  and  impropriation  were 
granted  by  the  Crown  to  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  afterwards  Viscount  Campden,  and  ancestor 
of  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach,  Bt. 

The  property  had  evidently  been  a  very  large  one,  as  its  vague  description  tills  a  page 
of  the  conveyance  :  Messuages,  granges,  houses,  barns,  meadows,  orchards,  gardens, 
enclosures,  fishings,  stock  and  cattle  of  all  kinds  are  enumerated,  but  not  specified,  besides 
tithes  of  wool,  hay,  grain  and  innumerable  rights  of  fines,  heriots,  and  profits,  as  well  as 
spiritual  and  temporal. 

But  all  this  seems  to  have  been  allowed  to  slip  away,  probably  into  the  hands  of 
local  tenants,  who,  having  settled  on  the  grounds,  could  not  be  dispossessed. 

The  fact  was  that  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  previous  to  its  fall,  had  so  misused  its 
great  privileges  and  possessions  that  the  reaction  caused  the  bulk  of  the  people  to  be 
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entirely  indifferent  to  the  Church  endowments.  At  this  period,  1612  to  1635,  not  only 
most  of  the  middle  classes,  but  quite  half  of  the  House  of  Lords,  were  what  we  should 
now  call  “  Dissenters  The  great  Lords  had  taken  the  large  estates,  and  the  Squires 
followed  their  example  and  took  the  small  farms,  and  110  one  cared  to  interfere. 

Throughout  England  the  system  of  spoliation  thus  begun  was  continued  into  the 
nineteenth  century,  as  a  matter  of  legal  course  by  landowners  and  lawyers  who  were  also 
professed  churchmen.  It  is  probable  that  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  if  the  church 
property  at  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings  had  been  preserved  for  its  original  purposes, 
the  combined  income  would  now  amount  to  at  least  £10,000  a  year. 

On  24  March,  1635,  the  decree  in  Chancery  was  at  last  agreed  to  and  confirmed  by 
Lord  Campden,  who,  to  prevent  further  dispute  as  to  the  appointment  of  the  clergy, 
granted  to  the  Fellows  of  Jesus  College,  Oxford,  an  annual  rent  of  £80  from  the  Rectory 
hands  to  be  equally  divided  between  Cheltenham  and  Charlton.  Jesus  College  was  to 
nominate  three  Masters  of  Arts,  who  were  Fellows  of  that  College,  for  any  vacancy  that 
occurred,  from  whom  Lord  Campden  and  his  heirs  were  to  select  one.  The  ministers 
were  to  remain  unmarried,  and  to  hold  the  appointment  for  six  years.  The  consequence 
of  this  arrangement  was  that  as  Jesus  College  is  the  Welsh  College  of  Oxford,  a  succession 
of  unmarried  Welsh  clergymen  ministered  in  the  churches  at  Charlton  and  Cheltenham 
from  1635  to  a  few  years  ago.  It  may  be  ol  interest  here  to  note  that  later  the  Rev. 
Albert  Charles  Higgs  (son  of  Charles  Powell  Higgs,  Esq.,  of  Charlton  Kings), 
who  was  born  22  August,  1851,  and  died  1  June,  1883,  was  Curate-in-charge  of  the  Church 
of  the  Holy  Apostles  at  Charlton  Kings.  Charles  Powell  Higgs,  his  father,  was  born 
in  1808  and  died  in  1890. 

From  the  Hicks  family  the  Impropriation  passed  to  Lord  Essex  and  John  Delabere, 
and  their  representatives,  in  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  sold  the  Rectory 
of  Cheltenham  to  Mr.  Joseph  Pitt,  and  the  impropriate  Chapelry  and  Tithes  of  Charlton 
to  Mr.  John  Whithorne,  who  by  his  will  devised  them  to  Conway  Wiiithorne  Lovesy. 
Mr.  Pitt,  by  an  exchange  of  another  living  with  Jesus  College,  Oxford,  secured  the  sole 
nomination  of  Cheltenham  and  resold  it  to  the  Simeon  Trustees.  Mr.  Lovesy,  on  the 
contrary,  sold  to  Jesus  College  the  right  to  select  as  well  as  to  nominate  the  clergy  for  Charlton 
Kings.  The  arrangement  to  secure  a  fairer  payment  to  the  clergy  of  Charlton  and 
Cheltenham  was  mainly  due  to  the  strenuous  exertions  of  Mr.  John  Stubbes,  who  was 
Steward  of  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  and  who  lived  at  Charlton  Kings.  This  man 
appears  to  have  been  a  leading  resident  at  Charlton  Kings  and  to  have  been  engaged  in 
frequent  correspondence  with  Charles  /  and  his  ministers. 

During  the  great  Civil  War,  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings  were  held  as  Royal 
property.  These  places  were  then  crowded  with  Royalists,  and  by  Prince  Rupert's 
cavalry.  Leaning  against  the  south  porch  of  Charlton  Church  there  is  still  a  gravestone 
bearing  an  epitaph  to  “  Nicholas  Vaux  1643  ”,  who  is  said  to  have  been  killed  at  the 
light  on  Battledown,  and  there  is  a  tradition  that  Walter  Higgs  (son  of  Walter  Higgs 
of  Charlton  Kings),  an  officer  in  the  Royalist  Army,  and  Conway  Wiiithorne  were 
both  present  at  that  battle  {vide  illustration  of  the  tomb  of  Walter  Higgs  in  Chapter  II). 

The  following  references  to  the  Higgs  Family  from  the  Court  Rolls  of  the  Manors  in 
Cheltenham  are  decidedly  interesting  as  proof  of  the  settlement  of  this  family  in  this 
locality  in  the  early  part  of  the  fourteenth  century  : 

Court  Roll  175/25,  Mem.  6  :  Cheltenham — Westhall  or  Westale. 

Court  held  on  Saturday  after  St.  Augustine  (7  Edward  III),  1333. 

“  The  tithing  man  presents  that  John  Hugges  drew  blood  from  Margery 
Schot  and  was  lined  yl.” 

“  John  Goi.de  is  at  his  law  against  John  Hugges  to  prove  that  he  did  not 
trample  down  his  grass  at  Westhall.” 
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Court  held  an  Saturday  after  St.  Matthew  the  Apostle  (7  Edward  III). 

1  lie  tithing  man  presents  that  Alice  Hugc.es  and  others  have  brewed 
against  the  assize  and  were  lined  4 d.” 

'1  he  spelling  ol  the  name  “  I  Iugges  "  is  unquestionably  an  ancient  form  of  the 
name.  The  village  of  Higford  in  Shropshire  was  anciently  spelt  Huggeford. 

In  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VII,  namely  1495,  we  find  that  at  a 
Court  held  at  Cheltenham  with  a  view  to  frankpledge  on  the  Monday  after  the  Feast  ol 
St.  Mark  the  Evangelist,  the  twelve  jurors  then  present  stated  upon  their  oath  that 
“  Willi  am  Hyckes  and  other,  common  fishers  there  broke  the  assize  and  was  in  mercy 
2 d  ”.  This  form  of  spelling  may  refer  to  one  of  this  family  of  Higgs,  but  it  is  far  more 
likely  to  be  an  early  spelling  of  one  ol  the  Hicks  family  found  frequently  in  the  county, 
and  quite  distinct  as  a  family  from  the  Higgs.  It  is  not  until  1520  that  we  again  find 
the  name  “  Higgs  ”  mentioned  in  the  Court  Rolls,  when  in  that  year  and  on  to  1529 
the  names  of  John  Hygges  (Higges)  and  Walter  Higges,  also  Thomas  Higges  appear. 

Court  Roll  175/27  (now  in  the  Public  Record  Office,  London). 

Mem.  2,  d:  Cheltenham,  Westall  (12  Henry  VIII):  “View  of  Frankpledge  with 
court  held  1  October,  1520.’’ 

John  Hygges  was  one  of  the  Jurors  ;  and  “  John  Hygges  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  Tithing  man  and  sworn 

Mem.  7  :  At  a  Court  held  17  January,  1521  (12  Henry  VIII). 

John  Hygges,  one  of  the  tenants  witnessing  a  transfer  of  copyhold  land.’’ 

Mem.  8,  d  :  At  a  Court  held  8  August,  1521  (12  Henry  VIII). 

John  Hygges  again  a  witness. 

Mem.  9  :  At  a  Court  with  view  of  Frankpledge  held  28  November,  1527  (19  Henry  VII I). 

John  Hygges  again  a  Juryman. 

Mi  .‘in.  10  :  At  a  Court  held  with  view  of  Frankpledge  4  June,  1528  (20  Henry  VIII). 

John  Hygges  again  on  the  Jury. 

Halford  Tithing  :  A  stray  was  mentioned  as  in  the  keeping  of  John  Hickes.  (Here 
the  name  it  would  appear  was  misspelt  and  should  have  been  Hygges.)  Halford 
is  still  the  name  of  a  house  at  Charlton  Kings. 

Westhall  lithing:  “  John  Higges  was  lined  (ui.,  for  keeping  beasts  in  a  cornfield 
called  ‘  Samfordes’  Fields  ’  at  large  and  untethered." 

John  Higgs  is  mentioned  as  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  tenants  appointed  to 
view  the  bounds  of  a  certain  field  at  Kyngeshame  in  the  tithing  of  Sanford. 

Mem.  11  :  At  a  Court  held  of  the  Abbess  of  Cheltenham  15  September,  1528  (20 
Henry  VIII). 

“Attended  John  Lovkar  and  John  Gifford  tenants  of  the  Manor  saying  that 
Walter  Mathewe  gave  to  John  Hygges  one  close  in  Naunton  and  43  ‘  rugges  ’ 
uf  land  in  Kaitnlon  hield,  in  the  Hilling  of  Westall  to  be  held  by  him  for  the  term 
of  the  life  ol  the  said  Walter  Mathewe  and  for  12  years  after  his  death  he  paying 
5/-  yearly  during  Walter  Mathewe’s  life  and  nothing  afterwards.” 

A  Walter  Hygges  is  one  of  the  witnesses  to  another  conveyance  of  land. 

Mem.  12  :  “  View  of  frankpledge  with  Court  held  9  October,  1528  ”  (20  Henry  VIII). 

John  Hygges  again  on  the  Jury. 

Mem.  12,  d  :  At  a  Court  held  22  November,  1528  (20  Henry  VIII). 

Richard  Fynciie  sued  Thomas  Hygges  of  Westhall  in  a  plea  of  trespass 
viz.  :  For  breaking  Richard’s  close  at  Sanford  on  the  12th  day  of  September 
in  that  year. 

Mem.  13  :  At  a  Court  held  at  Cheltenham  6  May,  1529  (21  Henry  VIII). 

Walter  Higgs  was  on  the  Jury. 

Thus  from  the  early  Court  Rolls  we  get  an  insight  into  the  character  and  occupations 
of  the  early  Higgs  Family  of  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings. 
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THE  CHELTENHAM  WATERS. 

It  is  of  particular  interest  to  relate  that  the  medicinal  spring  which  has  made 
(  heltenham  so  famous  from  the  eighteenth  century  was  in  a  meadow  a  few  furlongs 
distant  from  the  town  on  the  south  side,  about  six  feet  beneath  the  surface  of  the  ground, 
and  that  this  was  a  part  of  the  Higgs  estate  in  Cheltenham.  Mr.  Higgs  of  Sandford, 
not  knowing  that  such  a  spring  existed,  sold  this  meadow  with  the  adjoining  land  to  a 
Mr.  Mason  in  1716.  Soon  after  the  purchase  Mr.  Mason  discovered  the  spring,  and  for 
some  time  after  its  discovery  the  people  of  the  town  came  and  drank  from  it.  In  1718 
it  was  railed  in,  locked  up,  and  a  little  shed  built  over  it,  as  upon  an  analysis,  made  by 
l)rs.  Grevii.le  and  Baird,  the  water  was  found  to  he  highly  beneficial  as  a  medicine, 
and  it  was  sold  as  such  till  the  year  1721,  when  the  well  was  let  to  a  Mr.  Spencer  at  £(n 
per  annum.  After  the  decease  of  Mr.  Mason  and  his  son,  Capt.  H.  Skillicorne,  father- 
in-law  of  the  late  landlord,  becoming  proprietor  of  the  spring  and  the  premises  (in  right 
of  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Mason),  in  the  summer  of  1738,  not  only  built  the  old 
room  on  the  west  side  for  drinkers,  with  other  necessary  conveniences,  but  protected 
the  spring  from  all  extraneous  matter,  and  “  Erected  a  square  brick  building,  on  four 
arches,  as  a  dome  over  it,  with  a  pump  on  the  east  side,  rising  in  form  of  an  obelisk 

Mr.  Thomas  Higgs  of  Sandford,  who  sold  this  valuable  property  to  Mr.  Mason  in 
1716,  was  born  in  1660,  and  was  buried  at  Cheltenham  25  August,  1727.  He  is  the 
ancestor  of  the  late  Charles  Cook  Higgs,  Esqre.,  of  Charlton  Kings,  who  died  a  bachelor 
in  1885. 

To  attempt  to  give  a  complete  account  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Cheltenham  and 
Charlton  Kings  in  this  work  would  be  far  too  great  a  task  and  too  large  a  field  to  cover. 
The  aim  of  the  writer  in  this  Appendix  to  the  Higgs  Family  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and 
Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  is  rather  to  give  an  outline  of  the  various  branches  of  a  very  large 
family  which  have,  in  the  course  of  the  centuries,  settled  in  the  various  counties  of  England, 
in  the  Dominions  “  beyond  the  seas  ”  and  other  lands,  so  that  those  descendants  of  an 
ancient  stock  may  be  assisted  in  tracing  out  their  ancestry. 

In  1865  the  late  Sir  Thomas  Phillips,  who  devoted  his  life  to  much  genealogical 
research  work,  drew  up  a  pedigree  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire, 
a  record  of  which  is  preserved  in  the  British  Museum.  Sir  Thomas  makes  no  claim  that 
his  work  is  fully  accurate,  for  he  notes,  “  To  be  verified  T.P.  1865”,  and  in  fact  several 
inaccuracies  have  been  discovered  in  the  preparation  of  this  book.  Some  account  from 
this  pedigree  is  here  given  with  additional  notes,  which  may  be  of  service  to  those 
interested.  The  pedigree  commences  with  a  Higges  of  Gloucester  (no  place  given), 
namely  one  Simon  Higges,  living  in  1327,  and  a  John  Hugges  or  Higges  of  Westhall  is 
mentioned  in  a  Court  Roll  of  the  Manor  of  Cheltenham,  7  Edward  III,  1333.  The  pedigree 
then  proceeds  with  John  Higges  of  Sandford,  in  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  who  probably 
married  Juliana,  an  heiress  ol  the  family  of  Sandford,  Co.  Gloucester.  The  family  of 
Sandford,  Sontford,  Sanford,  etc.,  was  of  ancient  lineage  in  the  county  of  Salop,  where 
Thomas  de  Saundford,  a  Norman,  held  the  Manor  of  Sandford,  in  that  county  under 
Gerard  de  Tournay,  a  powerful  Baron,  whose  name  is  in  Doomsday  Book.  It  was 
through  the  marriage  of  Juliana  de  Sandford  with  John  Higges  that  the  Higges  of 
Cheltenham  became  large  land-owners  in  this  locality.  Sir  Thomas  Phillips  gives  one 
William  Higges  of  Westall,  one  of  the  five  hamlets  forming  the  Cheltenham  parish,  as 
a  brother  of  John  Higges  who  married  Juliana  de  Sandford,  and  the  ancestor  of  the 
Higges  of  Charlton  Kings  (of  whom  later).  It  would  appear  that  he  was  more  likely 
to  have  been  a  son.  John  Higges  of  Sandford,  in  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  had  a  son 
Thomas  Higges,  who  was  Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant  for  Cheltenham  in  1501 
(3  Eli/..).  This  Thomas  Higges  married  (possibly  one  of  the  family  of  ffifield,  alias 
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Lowe,  of  Bromley,  Co.  Kent),  and  became  the  father  of  at  least  five  sons  and  five 
daughters,  recorded  as  follows  : 

1.  THOMAS  HIGGES,  who  succeeded  his  father  as  Lessee  of  the  Cheltenham  Rectory. 
He  married  8  June,  1568,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  Stephens  of  Easting- 
ton,  Co.  Gloucester  (which  manor  he  purchased  from  Henry  Lord  Staeeord  in 
1573),  by  Jane,  daughter  of  Richard  Fowler  of  Stonehouse,  Co.  Gloucester,  by 
Judith  (or,  as  one  record  gives,  Margery),  daughter  of  Gilbert  Bennet  of  Stone- 
house.  Edward  Stephens  was  the  elder  son  of  Henry  Stephens  of  Frocester, 
who  married  the  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Edward  Lugg,  a  Herefordshire  family. 
By  Elizabeth  Stephens  his  wife,  Thomas  Higges— whose  will  was  proved  in 
1581)  (B.C.C.  “  Leister”,  38) — he  had  seven  sons'and  three  daughters,  two  of  whom 
predeceased  their  father,  and  according  to  a  suit  in 
Chancery,  Bacon  versus  Higgs  (Ser.  II  257/13),  the  eight 
children  living  at  the  time  of  Thomas  Higges’s  decease 
were  “  Most  of  them  small  and  yonge  ”  (in  1589). 

Elizabeth  Higges  their  mother  married  a  second  time 
to  one  “  H.  Badgiiott  ”  (Bagot,  or  Badger).  The 
children  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higges  were  as 
follows  : 

1.  Thomas  Higges,  born  at  Cheltenham  1570  and  died 
there  8  December,  1637.  He  married  and  left  three 
daughters  : 
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(1)  Margaret,  born  1589. 

(2)  Alice,  bom  1591. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  born  1593. 

His  father  bequeathed  to  him  his  “  Great  Goblet 
and  ( ireat  King  ”. 

2.  Richard  Higges,  born  at  Cheltenham,  1573  (of  whom 

later). 

3.  William  Higges,  born  1575,  mentioned  in  his  father’s 

will. 

4.  Robert  Higges,  born  at  Cheltenham,  1578.  He 

married  in  1607  Alice,  daughter  of  Timothy  Cart¬ 
wright  of  Washborne,  Co.  Gloucester,  by  El - , 

daughter  of  Sir  Jo.  Tiiexton  of  London,  Knight. 

She  married  secondly  Anthony  Partridge,  son  of 
Robert  Partridge  of  Wishanger  [vide  '  Harl.  MSS.’, 

1041,  fo.  104  ;  1543,  fo.  1 37).  Robert  Higges’s  will, 
dated  28  April,  ibi2,  was  proved  at  Gloucester  by  his 
brothers  Thomas  Higges  and  John  Higges — his 
executors.  His  father-in-law  Timothy  Cartwright, 
and  his”  kinsman  ”  Richard  Pates,  Gentleman,  were  appointed  overseers,  and 
the  will  was  witnessed  by  Thomas  Atkins,  Anne  Higges  and  Richard  Pate  (or 
Pates).  He  left  to  his  brothers  in  trust  for  his  wife  all  his  estate  “  right  by  the 
terms  of  years  and  demands  whatsoever  ”  he  had  ”  or  by  any  means  ought  to 
have  had  in  and  to  all  the  third  part  of  the  tithes,  glebe  land,  fruits,  pilts,  and 
commodities  whatsoever  of,  or  in  any  wise  belonging  to  the  Rectory  or  Parsonage 
—of  Cheltenham  or  to  any  part  or  member  thereof  for  a  jointure,  or  dowerie, 
unto  Alice  his  beloved  wife  and  her  assigns  during  the  term  he  had,  or  ought  to 
have  had,  in  the  said  third  part  of  the  tithes  etc.”  {vide  also  Chancery  Suit,  1622, 
28  May,  Partridge  versus  Higgs,  Ser.  II,  374/9). 

5.  Henry  Higges,  born  1580  (a  clerk  in  Holy  Orders),  mentioned  in  his  father’s  will. 

6.  John  Higges,  born  at  Cheltenham  in  1581.  He  married  (according  to  Chancery 

Deposition,  English  versus  Higgs  and  Atkins,  350/13,  1G34)  Jane,  daughter  of 
Sir  Edwin  Sandys  of  Latvmers  and  maternal  grand-daughter  of  William, 
third  Lord  Sandys,  of  the  ”  Vyne  ”  (near  Silchester),  Co.  Hants,  who  enter¬ 
tained  Queen  Elizabeth  there  in  15(H).  Jane  Sandys  was  also  sister  of  Mary, 
who  married  Richard  Atkins  of  Tuffley,  Co.  Gloucester.  Jane  married 
secondly  the  Rev.  Dr.  English.  He  was  buried  at  Cheltenham  26  November, 
1647.  John  Higges  had  by  his  wife  Jane  Sandys  one  son  : 
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i  Henry  Higges,  who  through  his  mother  was  thirteenth  in  descent  from 
King  Edward  III  (vide  Royal  Descent  of  Henry  Higges  of  Cheltenham). 
Edward  Higges,  born  1593,  Bailiff  of  Cheltenham,  to  whom  his  father  willed 
his  “  Great  Saulte 
Rose,  born  in  1582  and  died  in  1587. 

Joan,  mentioned  in  her  father’s  will.  She  married  22  October,  1604,  Thomas 
Atkins,  by  whom  she  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Thomas. 

2.  Henry. 

(1)  Mary. 

(2)  Elizabeth. 

Anne,  buried  at  Cheltenham  1  August,  1620.  Her  will  was  dated  15  June  and 
proved  3  September  of  that  year  at  Gloucester.  She  mentions  her  brother-in-law 
Thomas  Atkins  and  nephew  Henry  Atkins,  and 
“  cousins  ”  Daniel  Fowler  and  Richard  Bates. 

JOHN  IIIGGES  of  Sandford,  in  the  parish  of  Chel¬ 
tenham  (mentioned,  according  to  Sir  Thomas 
Phillips’s  pedigree,  in  a  Deed  17  Elizabeth)  married 
at  Cheltenham  31  January,  1563,  Elizabeth 
Machyn,  or  Maciien  (she  was  buried  at  Cheltenham 
in  July,  ibi7).  The  Machin  family  was  long  seated 
in  Gloucestershire,  and  bore  arms  “  Gules,  a  fess 
vaire,  between  three  pelicans’  heads  erased  Or, 
vulning  themselves  ”  {vide  ‘  Harl.  MSS.’,  fo.  88  ;  and 
1543,  f°-  91b).  By  his  wife  Elizabeth,  John  Higges 
left  three  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  1'homas  Higges,  of  Alston,  in  the  parish  of  Chel¬ 

tenham,  born  1565. 

2.  Walter  Higges,  born  1566  and  died  1573. 

Anthony  Higges,  born  at  Cheltenham  1571.  He 

was  a  land-owner  at  the  time  of  the  Cheltenham 
Survey  (1617).  He  was  buried  at  Cheltenham  17 
April,  1626.  He  married  and  had  three  sons  : 

1.  Thomas  Higges  of  Sandford,  who  died  in  1645 
and  by  his  wife  Margaret  had  three  sons  : 

1.  Thomas  Higges  of  Sandford,  who  died  in 
1678/9,  and  by  his  wife  Elinor  (who  died 
in  1719)  left  five  sons  and  five  daughters  : 

1.  Thomas  Higges  of  Sandford,  born  1660, 
the  ancestor  of  Charles  Cook  Higgs, 

Esqre.  (of  whom  later). 

2.  John  Higges  of  Westall,  who  by  his  wife 
Mary  Browne  had  a  son  John  Higgs, 
who  settled  at  Charlton  Kings  and 
afterwards  at  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Co. 

Gloucester,  and  became  the  ancestor  of 
the  Higgs  family  of  that  place,  the 

Higgs  family  of  Holsworthy,  Co.  Devon,  and  the  Higgs  family  of 
Pender  Island,  British  Columbia  {vide  Higgs  family  of  Suffolk). 

3.  Robert  Higgs  of  Gloucester. 

4.  William  Higgs  of  Sandford,  born  1676,  died  1710. 

5.  Walter  Higgs. 

(1)  Margaret. 

(2)  Elinor. 

(3)  Mary. 

(4)  Elizabeth. 

(5)  Anne. 

2.  John  Higges,  second  son  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  Higges  of  Sandford, 
born  1629. 

3.  Anthony  Higges,  born  1645. 

2.  The  second  son  of  Anthony  Higges,  the  land-owner  in  Cheltenham  at  the  time 
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of  the  Survey  in  1617,  was  Walter  Higges,  who  was  baptized  at  Cheltenham 
in  July,  1609.  He  married  one  Elizabeth  — • — ,  who  was  buried  at 
Cheltenham  30  July,  1698. 

3.  The  third  and  youngest  son  of  Anthony  Higgs  was  Samuel  Higgs,  who  was 
baptized  at  Cheltenham  in  October,  1622.  By  bis  wife  Mary,  who  was 
buried  at  Cheltenham  ifi  October,  1719,  he  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  John  Higgs,  baptized  1  June,  1(146. 

2.  Joseph  Higgs,  buried  at  Cheltenham  16  June,  1693. 

3.  Isaack  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  who  married  2  March,  1715,  Mary  Bloxum, 

by  whom  he  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  John  Higgs,  baptized  at  Cheltenham  13 
August,  1716.  Buried  there  28  May, 
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2.  Samuel  Higgs,  baptized  at  Cheltenham 

29  December,  1717. 

3.  John  Higgs,  baptized  at  Cheltenham  1 

March,  1721. 

4.  Isaack  Higgs,  baptized  at  Cheltenham 

14  January,  1725.  Married  Sarah 
— — ,  who  was  buried  at  Cheltenham 
10  October,  1741.  He  was  buried  at 
Cheltenham  2  September,  1741.  There 
is  little  doubt  that  from  this  marriage 
are  descended  the  Higgs  family  of 
Northleach  and  Kempsford,  Co.  Glou¬ 
cester  {vide  record  of  that  family). 

4.  Walter  Higgs. 

(1)  Mary,  baptized  at  Cheltenham  27  November, 

1(152  ;  buried  there  22  December,  1711. 

The  three  daughters  of  John  Higges. of  Sand- 
ford  by  Elizabeth  Machen,  his  wife,  were  : 

(1)  Edith,  born  1565. 

(2)  Susan,  born  1573. 

(3)  Margaret,  born  1576. 

WILLIAM  HIGGES,  who  settled  at  Colesbourne,  Co. 

Gloucester,  and  became  Lord  of  the  Manors  of  Coles¬ 
bourne  and  Chedworth  (the  third  son  of  Thomas 
Higges,  the  foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant  for  Chel¬ 
tenham  in  1561)  {vide  Higgs  family  of  Colesbourne, 

Co.  Gloucester). 

WALTER  HIGGES,  the  fourth  son  of  Thomas 
Higges,  married  twice;  first  Margaret  Clark,  or 
Clarke,  in  1565  (possibly  one  of  the  Clarkes  of 

Basildon,  Co.  Berks),  and  secondly  Joan  White  (“  Olim  Smyth")  27  November, 
1570,  at  Cheltenham  Parish  Church,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  :• 


Packer  Hi^es. 


1.  William  Higges. 

2.  John  Higges,  sole  executor  of  his  father’s  will,  proved  at  Gloucester  2  May,  1572. 

3.  Thomas  Higges,  mentioned  in  his  father’s  will. 

5.  RICHARD  HIGGES,  the  fifth  son  of  Thomas  Higges.  He  is  mentioned  in  the  wills 
of  both  Thomas  Higges  and  Walter  Higges  his  brothers. 

(1)  ANN,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges,  Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant  for 
Cheltenham  in  15(11,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Pleydell  of  Shrivenham,  Co. 
Berks,  and  an  ancestress  of  the  present  Eari.  of  Radnor.  Their  daughter 
Fatherin'  (Pleydell)  married  at  Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  24  June,  1588,  John 
Buckeridge  of  that  place,  and  Thomas  Buckeridge,  their  only  child,  who  was 
baptized  at  Basildon  4  May,  1589,  married  Katiierin,  daughter  of  John  {alias 
Jenkin)  Higges  of  Basildon,  and  grand-daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Jane  Higges 
of  that  place  {vide  Higgs  family  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  and  pedigree  showing 
the  connections  between  the  families  of  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  Higgs  of  Basildon, 
Buckeridge  of  Basildon— of  which  family  was  descended  the  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Buckeridge,  Bishop  of  Ely— and  Keblewhite  of  South  Eawley,  Co.  Berks). 
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MAR?ARET<  tde  third  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges,  married  at  Cheltenham 
I5iK!’  1  »OMAs  Packer  of  a  Cheltenham  armigerous  family  (vide  ‘  Harl. 
MS.  .  ,  1041,  fo.  89,  and  1543,  fo.  95  ;  also  Chancery 
Suit,  1623,  Packer  versus  Higgs,  ser.  II  372/14). 

ELIZABETH,  the  fourth  daughter,  married  at  Chel¬ 
tenham  12  October,  1563,  Thomas  Bknnet  (in  all 
probability  of  the  Bennet  family  living  at  Stone- 
house,  Co.  Gloucester). 

EDITH,  the  fifth  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges, 
married  at  Cheltenham  11  July,  1588,  to  Henry 
Lane,  lhe  Lanes  were  another  old  'Gloucester 
family  whose  descendants  came  into  considerable 
prominence  in  the  Royalist  Cause  during  the  Civil 
War.  1  iiomas  Lane  (will  dated  4  October,  36 
Henry  VIII,  proved  P.C.C.,  19  December,  1544,  by 
Matilda,  the  relict  and  Anthony  Huse,  for  Thomas 
Lane  the  son)  was  Recorder  of  Gloucester,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Cathedral,  near  to  the  spot  where  his  father  and  mother  were  also 
mteried.  1  his  family  bore  arms  “  Per  pale  azure  and  gules,  three  saltires  Or  a 
mullett  argent  for  difference”  (vide  ‘  Harl.  MSS.’,  1543,  fo.  91.) 


THE  PLEYDELL  FAMILY. 

A  few  notes  regarding  this  family  may  be  of  interest,  as  not  only  did  Ann  (or  Anna), 
the  daughter  of  I  iiomas  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  marry  into  this  family  in  the  sixteenth 
century,  but  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  of 
Abingdon,  Co.  Berks,  and  of  Crowmarsh  Gifford,  Oxon  (son  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke  by  Mary  Combe,  his  wife,  and  grandson  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  by 
Eleanor  Whistler,  his  wife)  married  into  the  family  of  Pleydell,  or  Pleydall 

(vule  Pedigree  of  the  descendants  of  Barton  and  Eleanor  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
Chapter  III). 

Oiiginally  of  the  village  of  Coleshill,  Co.  Berks,  this  family  claimed  descent  from 
I  iiomas  de  Coleshill,  who  on  2  March,  1275,  held  the  Lordship  of  Coleshill  from  the 
Crown  by  King’s  service.  Of  this  family  was  William  Pleydell  of  Coleshill  (born  about 
1425),  whose  will  bears  date  6  November,  1494.  He  died  in  1495,  leaving  by  Isabella, 
Ins  wife,  a  son  and  heir,  Thomas  Pleydell,  who  died  in  1527  possessed  of  a  considerable 
estate,  and  was  interred,  together  with  Agnes,  his  wife,  in  a  chapel,  which  for  that 
purpose  he  had  in  his  lifetime  caused  to  be  erected  on  the  south  side  of  the  church  at 
Coleshill.  His  son  and  heir,  William  Pleydell  of  Coleshill,  married  Agnes,  the 
daughter  and  co-heir  of  Robert  Reason  of  Corfe  Castle,  Co.  Dorset,  which  castle  came 
into  great  prominence  during  the  Civil  War  by  its  remarkable  defence  aganst  the  forces 
of  the  1  arliament  by  Brave  Dame  Mary  Bankes  ”,  the  wife  of  its  Governor.  William 
and  Agnes  Pleydell  became  the  parents  of  no  less  than  seven  sons  :  (1)  Anthony, 
(2)  Tiiobye,  (3)  Vyrgill,  (4)  Gabryell,  (5)  Zacherie,  (6)  Thomas,  (7)  John,  and  two 
daughters,  Susan  and  Elizabeth  (‘  Harl.  MSS.’,  5867,  fo.  161).  Some  records  give 
Thomas  as  the  fifth  son.  This  son  Thomas  Pleydell  married  Ann  (or  Anna),  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester.  William  Higgs,  Lord  of 
the  Manor  of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  was  this  Ann  Pleydell’s  brother,  and  as  he 
mentions  his  cousin  Arthur  Lowe  in  his  will,  it  may  be  that  their  mother  was  one  of 
the  family  of  Lowe  alias  Tifield  of  Bromley  in  Kent.  The  wife  of  William  Higgs  of 
Colesbourne  was  buried  at  Bromley.  ThoMAS  Pleydell  and  Ann  Higgs,  his  wife,  had 
two  sons,  John  Pleydell  of  Shrivenham,  Co.  Berks,  who  married  Anna,  daughter  of 
Oliver  Ayshgombe  of  Lyford,  Co.  Berks,  and  Edward  Pleydell  of  Cricklade,  Co. 
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Wilts,  who  married  Anna,  daughter  of  William  Stephens,  of  the  county  of  Berks. 
Ihomas  Pleydell  and  Ann  Higgs,  his  wife,  also  had  four  daughters:  (i)  Edith,  (2) 
Margaret,  (3)  Katherin — who  became  the  wife  of  John  Buckeridge  of  Basildon,  Co. 
Berks,  on  24  June,  1588,  and  had  an  only  child,  Thomas  Buckeridge,  whom  they 
baptized  at  Basildon  4  May,  1584.  It  has  been  stated  that  he  married  Katherin, 
daughter  of  John  Higges  (alias  Jenkin  Higges)  of  Basildon,  son  of  Nicholas  and  Jane 
Higgs  of  that  place,  but  Mr.  A.  Stephens  Dyer,  an  authority  upon  the  Buckeridge 
family,  says  this  is  incorrect  and  that  this  Thomas  Buckeridge  married  at  Chieveley, 
(  o.  Berks,  3  February,  1608,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Pocock  of  Bradley  Court,  in 
which  case  the  petligree  given  is  at  fault  and  does  not  show  the  close  relationship  indi¬ 
cated  (vide  Pedigree  showing  relationship  between  the  families  of  Higgs  of  Cheltenham, 
Higgs  of  Basildon,  Keblewhite  of  South  Pawley,  Co.  Berks,  White  of  Reading,  Co. 
Berks,  and  Buckeridge  of  Basildon,  given  with  Higgs  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks) — and 
(4)  Mary  Pleydell.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  Thomas  Pleydell  ever 
took  his  wife  to  visit  his  grandfather  Robert  Reason  at  the  historic  old  castle  at  Corfe  ; 
and  also  if  in  the  next  century  the  husband  of  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgs 
of  South  Stoke  by  Eleanor  Whistler,  his  wife,  who  married  a  Bankes,  married  one 
of  the  same  family  as  Sir  John  Bankes  of  Corfe  Castle,  whose  wife  Dame  Mary  withstood 
two  prolonged  sieges  of  the  castle — the  first  in  1643,  which  lasted  six  weeks  and  ended 
in  the  flight  of  the  besiegers,  and  the  second  in  1645,  of  eight  weeks’  duration,  which 
terminated,  through  the  treachery  of  one  of  the  garrison,  in  the  fall  of  the  castle  to 
the  1  ailiamentary  forces.  Sir  John  Bankes  and  Dame  Mary,  the  (laughter  of  Ralph 
Hawtrey,  of  Ruislip,  (.0.  Middlesex,  had  four  sons  and  six  daughters.  Corfe  Castle  is 
still  in  the  Bankes  family. 

It  was  to  the  above  Elizabeth  Bankes  (nee  Higgs)  that  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs  left  a  picture  of  the  Queen  of  Bohemia’s  eldest  son  Henry  Frederick,  who 
was  di owned  one  of  the  Royal  gifts  which  he  brought  from  Holland  on  the  termination 
of  his  chaplaincy  to  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia  at  The  Hague. 


Returning  to  William  Higges  of  Westall,  or  Westhall,  whom  Sir  Thomas  Phillips 
places  as  “  a  brother  ”  of  John  Higges  of  Sandford  (?),  he  was  married  at  Cheltenham 
6  August,  1576,  to  Margery,  sister  and  heiress  to  Richard  Brevell,  and  by  her  had 
a  son  : 


1.  Walter  Higges,  who  settled  at  Charlton  Kings,  and  is  recorded  as  a  land-owner 
there  at  the  time  of  the  Survey  made  in  if)  17.  He  married  and  had  issue  three 
sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Walter  Higges,  baptized  at  Charlton  Kings  3  September,  1614.  He  became  a 
Commissioned  officer  in  the  army  of  King  Charles  l,  and  was  probably  of 
Col.  Harvey  (or  Hervey)  Bagots  regiment  of  horse.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  present  at  the  Battles  of  Naseby  and  Battledown  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
live  he  married,  30  November,  at  Charlton  Kings,  Elizabeth  Watts,  and  it  is 
evident  from  the  parish  registers  that  she  died  at  the  birth  of  their  daughter 
Elizabeth,  as  both  mother  and  daughter  are  entered  on  25  August,  1(140,  the 
former  in  the  Burials  and  the  latter  under  Baptisms.  This  daughter  Elizabeth 
became  the  wife  of  one  Thomas  Gabb.  Walter  Higges  married  secondly,  it 
is  said,  to  one  of  the  family  of  Pate,  or  Pates,  a  family  active  in  the  Royalist 
cause,  and  in  all  probability  to  a  daughter  of  Richard  Pates,  Esquire,  who 
founded  both  the  hospital  and  the  free  school  in  Cheltenham  in  1574.  Richard 
Pates  was  Recorder  of  Gloucester  in  155b,  and  confirmed  by  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth's  Charter  in  1561.  He  represented  the  City  of  Gloucester  in  five  Parlia¬ 
ments,  and  was  the  Richard  Pates  appointed  by  Henry  VIII  and  Edward 
1  /  to  take  a  survey  of  all  religious  foundations  in  Gloucester,  Bristol,  etc., 
which  were  then  suppressed  and  vested  in  the  Crown.  By  his  second  wife 
Walter  Higges  had  two  daughters  : 
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(2)  1*  ranges,  who  was  buried  a  spinster  at  Charlton  Kings  10  April,  1702. 

(3)  Annk,  who  was  buried  with  her  father  in  the  family  tomb  in  Charlton  Kings 

(  hurehyard  29  August,  1684,  aged  4  years. 

2.  Ihomas  Higges,  baptized  11  August,  1616,  buried 

8  January,  1617. 

3.  William  Higges,  baptized  29  June,  1623. 

(1)  Margaret  Higges,  married  Robert  Gale,  28 

December,  1655. 

(2)  Anne  Higges.  She  married  Walter  Mansell. 

Returning  to  Thomas  Higges  of  Sandford,  the  eldest  son 
of  Ihomas  and  Elinor  Higges  of  that  place,  who  was  born 
in  1  bbo,  he  married,  and  by  his  wife  Joyce,  who  died  in  1711, 
had  a  son  Samuel.  1  homas  Higges  died  in  1727  at  the  age 
of  sixty-seven. 

Samuel  Higges,  his  son,  married  Katherine,  daughter 
and  co-heir  of  Edmund  Harris,  alias  Prickley,  of  Deerhurst  Walton,  of  an  old 
Gloucestershire  and  Worcestershire  family.  Edmund  Harris  was  an  attorney-at-law, 
and  owned  a  third  part  of  Deerhurst  Walton  in  1713.  Samuel  Higgs  and  Katherine, 
liis  wife,  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters.  (Katherine  Higgs  was  buried  at 
(  heltenham  20  February,  1760.) 


1.  (  hari.es  Higgs  of  Sandford,  parish  of  Cheltenham,  and  of  Alcester,  Co.  Warwick, 
was  baptized  at  Cheltenham  21  July,  1718,  and  married  at  Charlton  Kings  31 
December,  1758,  Susanna,  daughter  of  Samuel  Cook  of  that  place,  and  dying  in 
1781,  aged  (>3  years,  left  two  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  Charles  Higgs  of  Charlton  Kings,  born  30  September,  1759,  and  dying  17 

November,  1809,  left  by  his  wife  Rupertia  (widow  of  the  Rev.  Henry  Brown 
and  daughter  of  Mr.  Collier  of  Blockley,  Co.  Worcester)  one  son  and  one 
daughter : 

1.  Charles  Cook  Higgs,  Esquire,  of  Charlton  Kings,  who  at  the  age  of  18 
matriculated  from  Worcester  College,  Oxford.  He  died  a  bachelor  in  1884, 
and  was  buried  at  Charlton  Kings  on  12  August,  aged  87  vears. 

(1)  Rupertia,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  Sandes. 

2.  Samuel  Higgs  of  Charlton  Kings,  baptized  there  25  September,  1761,  died  with- 
,  °J^  issue  19  January,  1824,  aged  63  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  nave  of  Charlton 

Kings  Parish  Church,  where  there  is  a  monumental  inscription  to  his  memory. 

(1)  Susanna,  baptized  3  January,  1774.  She  married  John  Gale  of  Charlton  Kings 

22  August,  1805,  by  whom  she  had  a  son  : 

1.  Samuel  Higgs  Gale,  a  barrister,  whose  pedigree  is  entered  in  the  books  of 
the  College  of  Arms. 

(2)  Elizabeih,  baptized  12  October,  1763,  at  Charlton  Kings;  she  married  there 

3  May,  1792,  the  Rev.  William  Pickering  Reid  of  Winterborn,  Co.  Dorset, 
and  died  without  issue. 

(3)  Jane.  She  married  Giles  Greenaway  of  Gloucester. 

2.  Thomas  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  baptized  there  17  June,  1720  (of  whom  later). 

3.  Harris  Higgs  of  the  Leigh,  born  in  1724  and  baptized  at  Cheltenham  12  May  that 

year,  married  and  left  a  son  : 

1.  Adam  Higgs. 


The  two  daughters  of  Samuel  Higges  of  Sandford,  in  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  by 
K  atherine,  the  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Edmund  Harris  (alias  Prickley)  of  Deerhurst 
Walton,  were  ; 

(1)  Esiher,  baptized  14  June,  1718,  and  buried  8  September  in  that  year. 

(2)  Sarah,  baptized  31  July,  1719*  At  Cheltenham  and  buried  17  August,  1719  both 

dying  in  infancy. 
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As  stated,  Thomas  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  Samuel  Higges,  or  Higgs,  of  Sandford, 
in  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  by  Katherine,  the  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Edmund 
Harris  (alias  Priokley)  of  Dcerhurst  Walton,  was  baptized  at  Cheltenham  Parish 
(  hint'h  17  June,  1720.  By  his  wife  Ann,  who  was  buried  at  Cheltenham  14  January, 

1  7<s4,  left  a  son  Samuel  and  a  daughter  Ann.  She  was  baptized  28  December  1768 
and  died  1806.  .  /  , 

Samuel  Higgs  was  baptized  at  Cheltenham  24  November,  1753,  and  married  25 
Januaiy,  1774,  Mary  Warder  of  Hayles,  and  dying  in  1800,  being  buried  at  Cheltenham 
<'  Octobei  that  year,  left  the  following  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Simeon  Higgs  of  Charlton  Kings,  baptized  at  Cheltenham  20  August  1777  He 
married  Sarah  Brint  27  October,  1802,  at  Charlton  Kings,  lb'  was  buried  at 
Cheltenham  10  November,  1824. 

3.  1  homas  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Higgs  of  Cheltenham  was 
baptized  r2  April,  1780. 

3-  Samuel  Higgs,  the  third  son,  was  baptized  15  February,  1792. 

(1)  Sarah,  baptized  6  January,  1775,  at  Cheltenham. 

(2)  Mary,  baptized  7  August,  1780,  at  Cheltenham. 

Returning  to  Richard  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  Thomas  Higgs,  lessee  of  the  Chel¬ 
tenham  Rectory,  by  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Stephens  of  Eastington, 

(  o.  Gloucester,  who  was  baptized  as  stated  at  Cheltenham  in  1573,  he  married  Elizabeth 
~ >  an(l  settled  at  Norton,  (  o.  Gloucester,  as  a  yeoman  farmer.  By  his  will  proved  in 
1612  (P.C.C.  “  Tenner”,  fo.  43)  he  left  ten  pounds  to  the  poor  of  Norton  and  legacies  to 
the  following  children  : 


1.  Richard  Higgs. 

2.  Rowland  Higgs,  to  whom  his  father  left  £100. 

(Xotc. — “  Rowland  ”  is  an  unusual  name  in  the  Higgs  family,  and  it  would 
seem  that  the  descendants  of  this  man  settled  in  Wales,  as  in  1930  a  Miss  Gwendo¬ 
line  Higgs,  whose  father  was  a  Mr.  Rowland  Higgs,  who  emigrated  to  Canada 
from  W  ales,  and  settled  at  Old  Battleford,  Saskatchewan,  where  she  was  born,  is 
a  nurse  at  the  Vancouver  General  Hospital.  From  Old  Battleford  this  family 
moved  to  the  small  town  of  Maidstone,  in  the  same  Province.  This  Mr.  Rowland 
Higgs  married  a  Miss  Elizabeth  Stone,  and  besides  the  daughter  Gwendoline 
had  a  son  also  named  Rowland.) 

3.  Baknaby  Higgs,  Gentleman,  buried  at  Cheltenham  27  January,  1(148,  having  died 

two  days  previously  according  to  the  monumental  inscription  in  Cheltenham 
Parish  Church,  where  his  name  is  given  as  “  Bernard”,  though  ”  Baknaby  ” 
in  the  register.  He  married  Elizabeth,  who  died  29  June,  1672,  and  was  likewise 
buried  at  Cheltenham.  Her  will  was  proved  at  Gloucester  in  that  year.  'The  will 
of  her  husband  was  proved  at  Gloucester  in  1849,  but  in  the  Calendar  of  Gloucester 
Wills  is  given  as  ”  Missing”.  His  name  there  appears  as  ”  Barbabus  ”.  His 
father  Richard  Higgs  left  him  the  sum  of  £200. 

4.  W  illiam  Higgs  was  the  fourth  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Elizabeth,  his  wife.  He 

married  a  daughter  of  Basely  and  Mary  Woodroeee. 

5.  Lawrence  Higgs  of  Cheltenham  was  the  fifth  son.  He  married  and  had  the  following 

issue  : 

1.  Richard  Higgs,  baptized  at  Cheltenham  18  February,  1649. 

2.  Lawrence  Higgs,  who  married  Jone  or  Joan - .  He  was  buried  at  Chelten¬ 

ham  2  August,  1717.  His  wife  was  also  buried  there  15  March,  1706. 

(1)  Frances,  baptized  at  Cheltenham  4  May,  1(152. 

(2)  Sarah,  who  married  20  October,  1(189,  William  Howlett  of  Winchcomb.  She 

died  22  December,  1694  (mural  tablet  in  Cheltenham  Parisli  Church).  Their  son 
John  Howleti  died  17  May,  1708,  aged  fifteen,  and  was  buried  at  Cheltenham. 
Richard  Higgs  of  Norton  had,  by  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Elizabeth. 

(2)  Anne,  who  married  Edmond  Ethridge. 
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In  connection  with  gifts  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Cheltenham,  one  “  Mistress  Anne 
Higgs  ”,  who  was  buried  2  August,  1620,  gave  by  will  "diverse  ornaments  to  ye  Church 
of  a  greene  caipet  for  the  Communion  I  able,  a  flaxen  table  cloth,  and  two  pairs  of  sheets  \ 
a  red  needlework  cushion  for  the  pulpit  and  bountiful  alms  and  legacies  to  ye  poore  ” 
(from  the  Parish  Records).  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges,  Gentleman,  "  some¬ 
time  of  Cheltenham”  according  to  a  monumental  inscription  in  Cheltenham  Parish 
Church. 


MONUMENTAL  INSCRIPTIONS  IN  CHARLTON  KINGS  CHURCH, 

NEAR  TO  CHELTENHAM. 


1.  North  aisle  : 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of  CHARLES 
son  of  ChaR1.ES  and  SUSANNAH  HlGGS 
born  :  Sept.  30th.,  1759  ;  died  :  November  17th.,  1809 

also  of 

RUPERHA,  wife  of  above 
born  :  January  9th.,  1768  ;  died  :  August  5th.,  1849 

2.  West  end  : 

Underneath  lie  the  remains 
of 

JOHN  GALE  Senior  and  of  ANN,  his  wife 
He  died  on  the  3rd.,  of  February  1765 
She  died  on  the  13th.,  of  September  1766 
each  aged  46  years. 

Also  of  JOHN,  son  of  the  above 
John  &  Ann  Gale 
who  died  on  the  19th.,  of  February  1812 
aged  64  years. 

Also  of  SUSANNAH  his  wife,  dau.  of 
Charles  and  Susannah  Higgs 
She  died  8th.,  February  1851  aged  76  years. 

3- 

Sacred  to  the  memory  of 

SAMUEL  COOK 

and  his  nephew 

SAMUEL  HIGGS 

both  of  this  parish,  Gentlemen. 

The  former  died 
on  the  12th.,  day  of  July  1804 
aged  81  years, 

and  was  buried  in  the  chancel. 

The  latter  died 

on  the  19th.,  day  of  January  1824 
aged  60  years 

and  was  buried  in  the  nave  of 
this  church. 

Also  to  the  memory  of  JOHN 
eldest  son  of  John  Gale 
late  of  this  parish,  Gentleman. 

He  died  at  Milan 
on  the  I  I  th . ,  day  of  January  1829 
aged  22  years. 
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MONUMENTAL  INSCRIPTIONS  TO  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HIGGS  FAMILY 

IN  CHELTENHAM  PARISH  CHURCH 

on  Flat  Stones  before  hidden  by  the  Modern  Tiling. 

1. 

BERNARD  HIGGES,  Gentleman 
who  died  January  ye  25th.,  1 648 

and 

ELIZABETH,  his  wife, 
who  died  June  29th.,  1672.  „ 

(Note. — This  Bernard  Higges  was  with  little  doubt  the  same  man 
as  “  Barnaby  ”  Higges,  son  of  Kichard  and  Elizabeth  Higges  of 
Cheltenham. — W.  M.  H.) 

2# 

Mrs  (Mistress)  ANNE  HIGGES 

daughter  of 

I  HOMAS  HlGGES,  Gentleman 
sometime  of  Cheltenham 
who  deceased  ye  1st.  day 
of  August  1620. 


SARAH,  the  widow  of  William  Howlett 
of  Winchcombe  (Gloucestershire) 
daughter  of 

Lawrence  Higgs  of  this  town 
departed  this  life 

December  22nd.,  1694. 

also  of 

JOHN  HOWLETT,  son  of  William  and 
Sarah  Howlett 
died  May  17th.,  I  708  aged  15. 


4- 

THOMAS  HIGGES 

of 

Sandford  (Cheltenham) 
was  buried 

March  ye  2  I  st.,  1 679. 

As  previously  recorded,  Thomas  Higges  of  Sandford,  in  the  parish  of  Cheltenham, 
who  died  in  March,  1(179,  eldest  grandson  of  Anthony  Higges — a  landowner  in 
Cheltenham  at  the  time  of  the  1617  Survey — left  by  his  wife  Elinor  (who  died  in  1719) 
five  sons  and  live  daughters — and  the  second  son  John  Higges  of  Westhall,  in  the  parish 
of  Cheltenham,  married  Mary  Browne.  By  her  John  Higges  had  at  least  two  children, 
John  Higges  and  a  daughter  Susan.  It  was  this  John  Higges  who  settled  at  Charlton 
Kings,  where  he  farmed,  and  also  carried  on  a  local  blacksmith's  business.  He  married 
Ann e  the  daughter  of  a  local  farmer  named  Smith,  and  by  her  had  a  large  family  of 
sons  and  daughters,  at  least  ten  of  whom  are  known  : 

1.  Thomas  Higgs,  the  eldest  son,  married  and  had  three  sons  : 

1.  Thomas  Higgs. 

2.  \\  ill l am  Higgs,  who,  by  liis  wife  Sarah,  had  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Thomas  Higgs. 

(1)  Mary. 

(2)  Elizabeth. 

3.  John  Higgs. 
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Daniel  Higgs  (vide  Higgs  family  of  Chipping  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester). 

James  Higgs  bom  1739  (of  whom  later),  the  ancestor  of  the  Higgs  Family  of 
bud  bury,  Suffolk,  and  of  those  who  settled  at  Pender  Island,  B.C. 

William  Higgs,  who  settled  in  London,  from  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Co.  Gloucester, 
to  which  place  Ins  parents  had  removed  from  Charlton  Kings,  where  in  the  Metro¬ 
polis  he  became  very  successful  in  the  iron  trade,  carrying  on  business  in  South¬ 
wark.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Pike  of  Oxford,  by  whom  he 
had  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

j.  Hiomas  Higgs,  born  19  December,  1804.  He  resided  on  Streatham  Hill  at 
Claverton  Lodge",  and  died  iSth  May  1886,  and  was  buried  in  Norwood 
Cemetery.  He  married  Sakah  Shunn,  who  was  bom  in  1804  (23  March),  and 
tied  23  December,  1874,  and  was  buried  in  Norwood  Cemetery.  Thomas  and 
Sakaii  Higgs  had  one  son  : 

1.  Ihe  Rev.  William  Henry  Higgs,  M.A.,  bom  in  1839.  He  matriculated 
liom  1  embroke  College,  Oxford,  21  October,  1859,  aged  twenty,  took  his 
H  A-  degree  in  1864  and  his  M.A.  in  1866,  and  became  Curate  of  Harrow 
Green  Church,  Leytonstone,  in  the  county  of  Essex  in  1885.  He  died 

9  November,  1897,  aged  fifty-eight  years,  and  was  buried  in  Norwood 
Cemetery. 

(1)  Mary,  born  1809.  She  became  the  wife  of  John,  son  of  John  George  of  Kent, 

.md  by  him  had  a  son  Ernest  George  of  Streatham  Common,  Co.  Surrey, 
who  became  a  well-known  London  architect  (F.R.I.B.A.),  practising  with  a 
partner  under  the  name  of  Ernest  George  A  Peto. 

(2)  Elizabeth,  who  married  Thomas  Purdue. 


William  Higgs  eventually  took  into  partnership  one  of  the  George  Family, 
and  the  business  founded  by  him  in  Southwark  became  known  as  Higgs  lS: 
George  and  then  as  George  tv  Sons.  Among  the  endowed  Charities  of  the 
1  ansh  of  Lambeth  is  one  known  as  “William  Higgs's  Charity”,  and  was 
founded  by  this  William  Higgs  who  must  not  be  confused  with  Wiiliam  third 
SOU  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  his  wife,  who  was  born  in  Lambeth  hi  1824 
(two  to  three  generations  later).  This  charity  reads  as  follows  : 


WILLIAM  HIGGS'S  CHARITY. 

By  an  indenture  dated  the  10th  day  of  October  1845.  made  between  Wiiiiam 
Higgs  of  the  one  part  and  James  Hooker  and  three  others  of  the  other  part,  Reciting 
that  the  said  W  illiam  Higgs  had  placed  the  sum  of  £125,  in  the  hands  of  the  said  parties 
ol  the  second  part  upon  the  trusts  thereinafter  mentioned,  it  was  declared  that  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part  would  invest  the  same  in  public  funds,  or  lend  the  same 
at  interest  to  the  trustees  of  any  Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel,  on  their  note  of  hand,  as 
t  le  tiustees  should  think  expedient,  and  would  stand  possessed  of  the  investments  upon 
trust  to  distribute  the  dividends  equally  amongst  live  of  the  most  deserving  members 
<»i  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Society  at  Lambeth  to  enable  them  to  provide  a  comfortable 
dinner  on  Christmas  Day. 

Ihe  deed  diiects  that  the  trust  is  to  be  carried  out  in  accordance  with  regulations 
therein  set  forth  which  provide  (inter  alia)  that  the  trustees  are  in  December  of  every 
year,  at  least  live  days  before  Christmas,  to  convene  a  meeting  of  the  leaders  of  classes 
connected  with  Lambeth  Chapel,  at  which  the  preacher  if  present  is  to  be  Chairman,  and 
that  at  such  meeting  live  persons  being  members  of  the  Society  in  connection  with 
Lambeth  Chapel  are  to  be  chosen  to  receive  the  bounty  of  the  said  William  Higgs 
piefeience  being  given  to  poor  persons  being  class  leaders,  eminent  for  piety  and  for 
tin  11  industi y  in  the  cause  of  the  Gospel.  Provision  is  made  for  the  appointment  of  new 
trustees  by  the  survivors,  such  new  trustees  being  members  of  the  Society  connected 
with  the  Chapel. 

Ihe  (lilt  was  foi  some  years  lent  out  at  4  per  cent,  interest,  and  was  afterwards 
invested  m  £110  Capital  Stock  of  the  Scinde,  Punjaub  and  Delhi  Railway  Co  which  sum 
is  now  represented  by  a  “  B  Annuity”  of  £5  12s.  cjd.  in  the  same  railway  company 
standing  in  the  names  of  John  Corderoy  (alleged  deceased),  Joseph  Simmons  and 
1  hom as  Sharpley.  1  his  Annuity  is  paid  less  sums  amounting  to  14s.  6 d.  for  Income 
ax  (which  is  not  recovered),  pensions  and  sinking  fund  making  the  amount  actually 
received  £4  18s.  3 d. 
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The  income  is  received  by  Mr.  Thomas  Shakpley,  one  of  the  trustees  and  treasurer 
of  the  Chapel,  and  is  divided  among  five  poor  members  of  the  Lambeth  Chapel  who  are 
elected  at  a  meeting  of  the  minister  and  class  leaders  of  the  chapel  held  shortly  before 
Christmas.  The  recipients  are  usually  women. 

No  accounts  of  the  Charity  have  been  rendered  to  the  Charity  Commissioners.  A 
book  is  kept  by  Mr.  Siiahpley  showing  the  net  amount  received  each  year,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  awarded  at  the  leaders’  meeting,  with  amount  in 
each  case.  '1  he  last  entry  dated  Christmas  1897  shows  £4  18s.  2 d.  received  and  the  same 
sum  awarded  in  four  sums  of  £ 1  and  one  sum  of  18s.  id.  to  five  persons  whose  names  are 
given. 

{Note. — It  is  of  particular  interest  to  note  that  the  name  of  John  Cokdkkoy,  a 
kinsman  of  William  Higgs,  son  of  Caleb  Higgs  and  Sarah  Nash,  his  wife,  of 
the  Berkshire  branch  of  the  Higgs  family,  was  a  trustee  of  this  Charity  at  one  time 
in  connection  with  Lambeth  Chapel.  It  would  be  of  interest  to  know  if  this 
(  harity  is  still  in  existence,  as  this  report  was  made  in  1897. — \V.  M.  11.) 


THE  ROYAL  DESCENT  of  HENRY  HIGGS  f  CHELTENHAM. 

A  LSD  OF'  ALL  WHO  CAN  SHOW  DESCENT  FROM  HIM. 


E  DWARD  HI  King  ofGncjQncbf  PH  I L  LI  P  PA  of  HAINAULT 

(born  1312)  "1527-1377  [  h.  circa  1309  77?.  1328  d  1 3 09. 
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UtBURfiH 


■•■..■J 

ff; 

\  J 

41 

V 

ROGER  MORTIMER^  LADY  ELEANOR 
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2nd.  husband. 


t  Sir  George  Manners 
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6. 


John  Higgs  was  also  another  son  (said  to  have  been  the  fifth  son  and  tenth  child 

vivl  n  IGGS'  T  an°ther  brother  of  WlLLIAM  Higgs  whose  “  Charity  ”  is  above 
feivcn.  He  was  born  in  1757  and  settled  at  St  Kerrian’s  Parish  Exeter  He 
married  Margaret  Colliiial l  at  St.  Petrock’s  Church,  Exeter,  26  July  i7S, 
and  they  became  the  ancestors  of  the  Higgs  Family  of  Holsworthy,  Co'  Devoir  ’ 

^St K l  eonard.^  WUS  an<)thcr  son  of  joI1N  Hi(:gs  of  Charlton  Kings  and  later  of  Upton 


Wn.MAM  Higgs,  1778-1865,  of  Upton  St.  Leonards  and  of  Gloucester, 

Co.  Gloucester. 

Second  son  of  James  Higgs  and  Ruth,  his  wife,  of  Upton  St.  Leonards 
C  o  (doucester,  and  grandson  of  John  Higgs  of  that  place  and  formerly 
ol  Charlton  Kings,  Gloucestershire,  and  nephew  of  John  Higgs  of  St. 
Kernan  s,  Exeter,  Co.  Devon. 

(hroin  a  fine  oil  portrait  in  possession  of  his  great-grandson,  William 
Newman  Higgs,  J.P.,  of  The  Close,  Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester.) 


JOHN  HIGGS  of  Charlton  Kings,  who  later  ipoved  to  Upton  St.  Leonards,  and  was 
mined  there  about  1786,  besides  the  sons  mentioned  had  at  least  three  daughters — 
Sarah,  Mary  and  Ann. 


Returning  to  his  third  son  James  Higgs,  he  was  born  in  1739  and  traded  in 
Upton  St.  Leonards  as  a  miller.  He  married  Ruth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Cox,  yeoman 
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farmer  of  Longford,  near  Gloucester,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  James  Higgs 
in  1762  she  was  the  widow  of  William  Hill  of  Leigh,  by  whom  she  had  two  children  — 
John  and  Maria.  Maria  fell  victim  with  her  father  to  the  smallpox,  and  both  were 
interred  in  the  same  grave  in  the  Churchyard  of  Leigh  about  the  year  1761.  Her  elder 
child,  John  Hill,  lies  buried  in  the  Churchyard  of  Upton  St.  Leonards,  where  he  is 
described  as  “  Of  Llaneravon,  in  the  parish  of  Llanvrechra,  Monmouthshire,  Yeoman,  aged 
40.  Departed  this  life  May  7,  1801  ”.  Ruth  Cox  was  born  in  1738,  and  by  her  second 
husband  James  Higgs  had  the  following  family  of  three  sons  and  three  daughters  : 


1.  James  Higgs,  born  1768. 

2  William  Higgs,  born  1778.  He  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  John 
Stangek  of  Bessels  Green,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  by  whom  he  had  five  sons  and 
one  daughter.  He  was  buried  at  Upton  St.  Leonards  in  1885.  The  family  of 
William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth  Stangek  his  wife  were  as  follows  : 

1.  John  Higgs,  born  1807  and  died  in  1808. 

2.  William  Higgs,  born  1810  and  died  in  1890.  He  married  Esther  Ann  Morris, 

and  they  became  the  ancestors  of  a  family  of  Higgs  of  the  city  of  Gloucester 
(of  whom  later). 

3.  Charles  Higgs,  born  1813.  He  succeeded  to  his  father’s  business  as  a  miller — 

founded  by  his  grandfather  James  Higgs.  He  died  in  1893. 

4.  James  Higgs,  born  1814,  and  died  in  1852. 

5.  Samuel  Higgs,  born  181b.  He  married  Maria  Hibble  and  from  this  marriage 

descend  the  Higgs  family  of  Sudbury,  Co.  Suffolk,  and  those  of  Bender  Island 
in  British  Columbia.  (Vide  “  Higgs  Family  of  Suffolk.”) 

(1)  Eliza,  born  1809  and  died  in  infancy. 

3.  Charles  Higgs,  born  1781. 

(1)  Sarah,  born  1772. 

(2)  Ruth,  born  1775. 

(3)  Ann,  born  1788. 


William  Higgs  of  Upton  St.  Leonards  and  Gloucester,  previously  mentioned  as  the 
second  son  of  William  Higgs  of  Upton  St.  Leonards  by  Elizabeth  Stangek,  his  wife, 
was  born  at  Gloucester  in  1810.  He  went  into  the  corn  trade,  in  which  business  he  was 
very  successful.  He  served  as  High  Sheriff  of  the  City  of  Gloucester  from  1885  to  188b, 
and  dying  in  1890  left  by  Esther  Ann  Morris,  his  wife,  one  son  and  three  daughters, 
as  follow  : 

1.  Franklin  Higgs,  born  at  Gloucester  1837.  He  married  Anne  Newman,  and  by 
her  had  issue  five  sons  and  one  daughter.  He  died  at  his  residence  in  Park  Road 
in  1923.  The  names  of  his  children  are  as  follows  : 

1.  William  Newman  Higgs,  born  1870,  and  for  many  years  of  the  Bury  St. 

Edmunds  Bank,  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  that  Borough.  Upon  his 
retirement  he  returned  to  his  native  county,  settling  at  The  Close,  Charlton 
Kings,  Gloucestershire,  111  the  locality  which,  for  over  600  years,  has  been  linked 
with  the  history  of  his  family.  He  married  Lilian  Mary,  elder  daughter  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  Wickham- Jones  of  Frocester  Lodge,  South  Norwood,  Co. 
Surrey,  by  whom  he  has  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Thomas  Wickham  Higgs,  born  1920. 

2.  Jasper  Higgs,  born  1925  and  died  in  1926. 

(1)  Marian,  bom  1913. 

(2)  Esther,  born  1916. 

2.  Martin  Stangek  Higgs,  born  1871.  He  emigrated  to  South  Africa,  where  he 

died  in  1908,  leaving  by  his  wife  Catherine  H.  Adams  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 
1.  William  Franklin  Stangek  Higgs,  born  1899.  During  the  World  War  he 
served  in  France,  was  severely  wounded  and  died  therefrom. 

(1)  Kathleen  Ada  Stangek,  born  1897. 

3.  Hubert  Leonard  Higgs,  born  1873.  He  was  in  the  Consular  Service  in  China, 

and  died  4  September,  1928.  lie  married  Alice  Stuart,  and  left  issue  by  her 
two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 
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1.  Patrick  William  Hubert  Higgs  of  Calgarv  Alberta  born  mm  w, 

married  Dorothy  Elsie  Smith,  and  has  by  hYr’a  son  ’  9°4' 

i.  1  a  trick  Higgs,  born  1929. 

2.  Leonard  Stuart  Higgs,  born  1905,  who  lias  the  family  peculiarity  referred 

.'.’f  ,he  "  we,)b«l  «•**  •••  His  Chinese  'nurse  uK ca 
min  l iie  Duck  inconsequence. 

(1)  Ada  Alice,  born  1908. 

4.  Arthur  Iranki.in  Higgs,  born  1877  and  died  in  192s. 

5‘  Nw  ^^NKL7  HJGGS;  b°rn  l88~  He  married  Mary  C.  White,  by  whom  he 

has  a  son  and  a  daughter  :  y 

1.  Noel  Gerard  Higgs,  born  1909- 
(1)  Ruth  Gerard,  born  1912. 

(')  l  lJcy  |,|<AN]<,IN>  thl-  only  daughter  of  I-ranklin  Higgs  by  Ann  Newman  his 

^iC^ghir;  She  w""“'  s™.  »y  wtrt 

(1)  l''s"i';,tl.Em,IIV<  !ST?UT)Lborn  ,lS97-  She  niarried  John  C.  Howard  of  Sinoia. 

Niuth  Rhodesia,  by  whom  she  has  two  children  : 

1.  Nigel  Iranklik  Howard. 

2.  Almaz  Henley  Howard,  born  1925. 

(2)  Margaret  Lilian  (Stout),  born  1898.  She  married  William  A.  R  Burgess 

of  Johannesburg,  S.  Africa,  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter  : 

(1)  Mary  Lucy  (Burgess),  born  1925. 

(a)  Nora  I  ranges  Emma  (Stout),  born  1906. 

Ihe  three  daughters  of  William  Higgs  and  Esther  Ann  Morris,  his  wife,  were  : 

(1)  Emily  Bowden,  born  1838,  She  died  in  1892. 

(2)  Kate,  born  1845.  She  died  in  1925. 

(3)  Ada  Gertrude,  born  1854  and  died  in  1916. 


HIGGS  ENTRIES 

Marriages  1558  1844 
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Nov. 
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17 
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Dec. 
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17 
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IN  THE  PARISH 


REGISTERS  OF  CHELTENHAM. 


Richard  Gregorie  and  Agnes  Higges. 

Thomas  Packer  and  Margaret  Higges. 

John  Higges  and  Elizabeth  Machin. 

Ihomas  Benet  and  Elizabeth  Higges. 

Walter  Higges  and  Margaret  Clarke. 

Ihomas  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Stevens. 

Walter  Higges  and  Jane  White. 

Henrie  Lane  and  Edik  Higges. 

Thomas  Etkines  and  Jone  Higges 
Humphrey  Laud  and  Julian  Higgs. 

Edward  Budding  and  Elizabeth  Higge. 

Ihomas  Beneield  and  Elizabeth  Higge 
Mr.  Thomas  Walters  and  Miss  Anne  Higgs. 

Mr.  \\  11  liam  Howlett  of  Winchcomb  and  Mrs.  Sarah  Higgs 
I  obi  as  Churches  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Robert  Hathokn  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Ihomas  Codding  and  Hester  Higgs. 

Isaac  Higgs  (day  labourer)  and  Mary  Bloxum. 

John  Arters  and  Racheli.  Higgs. 

Ihomas  Riddser  ol  Kings  Stanley  and  Mary  Higgs  (Hies) 
of  this  parish. 

John  Higs  and  Ann  Page. 

Samuel  Higgs  and  Mary  Warder  of  the  parish  of  Hayles. 
Robert  Higgs  and  Ann  Fuller. 

John  Higgs  and  Susannah  Stroud. 

William  Higgs  and  Esther  Page. 

James  Kearsey  and  Ruth  Higgs. 
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May. 

1652. 

~7 

Nov. 

1676. 

29 

Jan. 

1085. 

(i 

Feb. 

1(187. 

K) 

Feb. 

1 088. 

9 

Sept. 

1(191. 

6 

Jan. 

1(191 . 

17 

Oct. 

1702. 

18 

Aug. 

1704. 

14 

Nov. 

1708. 

17 

Nov. 

171(1. 

LI 

Aug. 

George  James  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

William  Everis  and  Mary  Higgs. 

John  Edwards  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Charles  Cox  and  Sally  Higgs. 

William  Hastings  and  Ann  Higgs. 

William  Higgs  and  Caroline  Fisher. 

John  Clements  and  Priscilla  Higgs. 

Thomas  Herbert  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Samuel  Higgs  and  Harriet  Drew. 

Walter  Higgs  and  Charlotte  Wood. 

William  Fletcher  and  Ann. Higgs. 

Emanuel  Higgs  and  Kiioda  Cossier. 
Alexander  Ai.len  and  Mary  Ann  Higgs. 

Joseph  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Richings. 
William  Wooley  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Charles  E inton  and  Esther  Higgs. 

Thomas  Higgs  and  Sarah  Phipp. 

CiEorge  Rapson  and  Charlotte  Higgs. 

Samuel  Higgs  (ostler)  and  Elizabeth  Clarke. 
Henry  Higgs  (poulterer)  and  Sarah  Cox. 
Thomas  Higgs  (tailor)  and  Sophia  Simpson. 
Thomas  Higgs  (grocer)  and  Mary  Cornish. 
Emanuel  Higgs  (poulterer)  and  Mary  Daniels. 
George  Higgs  (trunk-maker)  and  Jane  Helen. 


Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Antonie,  son  of  John  Higges. 

Edward,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Richard,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Susanna,  child  of  John  Higges. 

William,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Margaret,  child  of  John  Higge. 

Walter,  son  of  William  Higges. 

Elizabeth,  child  of  William  Higges. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

John,  son  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Margaret,  child  of  John  Higges. 

Anne,  child  of  Thomas  Higges  (farmer) 
Margaret,  child  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Elizabeth,  child  of  Thomas  Higges. 

Elinor,  child  of  Thomas  Higges  (under-bailiff). 
Walter,  son  of  Anthonie  Higgs. 

Samuel,  son  of  Anthonie  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Anthony,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Sandford. 
John,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

Richard,  son  of  Lawrence  Higgs. 

Frances,  daughter  of  Lawrence  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Sandford. 
Samuel,  son  of  Joseph  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Joseph  Higgs. 

Samuel,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Walter  Higgs  and  Alice,  his  wilt*. 
Mary,  daughter  of  Walter  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Walter  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  Isaack  Higgs. 


* 
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1716. 

Oct. 

1717. 

29  Dec. 

1718. 

14  June. 

1719. 

21 

July. 

1719. 

3i 

July. 

1720. 

17 

June. 

1721. 

I 

Mar. 

I7A3- 

1 

Jan. 

1724. 

12 

May. 

17-25- 

14 

Jan. 

1745. 

jo 

May. 

I753- 

2  4 

Nov. 

1768. 

18 

Mar. 

1768. 

28 

Dec. 

J7(>  9- 

25 

Nov. 

*775- 

6 

Jan. 

1777. 

19 

April. 

1 777- 

20 

Aug. 

1780. 

7 

Aug. 

1789. 

13 

June. 

I79I- 

25 

Sept. 

I792- 

15 

Feb. 

*794- 

17 

Jan. 

1796. 

24 

June. 

j798- 

16 

April. 

J79«- 

19 

Oct. 

1802. 

3 

Feb. 

KS05. 

10 

May. 

1805. 

17 

July. 

1805. 

11 

Sept. 

1807. 

16 

Mar. 

1808. 

25 

Sept. 

1810. 

13 

May. 

1812. 

20 

Mar. 

1 812. 

12 

July. 

1813. 

12 

Sept. 

1814. 

9 

Oct. 

1815. 

15 

May. 

1815. 

15 

Oct. 

1818. 

Feb. 

1819. 

11 

April. 

Joseph,  son  of  Walter  Higgs. 

Samuel,  son  of  Isaack  Higgs. 

Esther,  daughter  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

Charles,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

1'homas,  son  of  Samuel  Higges  of  Sandford. 

John,  son  of  I  sac  Higgs. 

Hanah,  daughter  of  Isack  Higgs. 

Harris,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

Isaack,  son  of  Isaack  Higgs. 

(born)  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  (chandler) 

(born)  Samuel,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  TIiomas  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

Simeon,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Samuel,  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Priscilla,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
John,  son  of  William  and  Esther  Higgs. 

William,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Walter  Sanders,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Samuel,  son  of  William  and  Hester  Higgs. 

Samuel,  son  of  Simeon  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

George,  son  of  John  and  Hester  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Esther  Higgs. 
Charles,  son  of  John  and  Esther  Higgs. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Hester,  daughter  of  William  and  Hester  Higgs. 

1  homas,  son  of  Simeon  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

Henry,  son  of  John  and  Hester  Higgs. 

\\  illiam,  son  of  William  and  Caroline  Higgs. 

Eliza,  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Sarah  Higgs  of  Alstone. 
William,  son  of  John  and  Esther  Higgs. 

Henry,  son  of  Simeon  and  Sarah  Higgs  of  Alstone. 

1  iiomas,  son  of  William  and  Caroline  Higgs. 


Burials,  1558-1824  : 


1568. 

April 

I5b9- 

Dec. 

I57°- 

July. 

J573- 

Jan. 

1 574- 

Mar. 

1617. 

July. 

1620. 

2 

Aug. 

1625. 

9 

Nov. 

1626. 

17 

April. 

il>37- 

8 

Dec. 

^45- 

25 

Aug. 

1648. 

27 

Jan. 

1678. 

21 

Mar. 

1683. 

21 

April. 

1693. 

16 

June. 

1698. 

30 

July. 

1703- 

1 

Aug. 

I  homas,  son  of  Walter  Higges. 

William,  son  of  Walter  Higges. 

Margaret,  wife  of  Walter  Higges. 

Jone,  wife  of  Walter  Higges. 

Walter,  son  of  John  Higges. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Higges. 

Mistress  Anne  Higges. 

Me.  Jo.  Higges,  probably  means  “  a  son  of  John  Higgf 
Anthony  Higges. 

1  homas  Higgs,  Gentleman. 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

Barnaby  Higgs,  Gentleman. 

1  iiomas  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

Elinor,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Sandford 
Joseph  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  wife  of  Walter  Higgs. 

Samuel  Higgs. 
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1706. 

15 

Mar. 

Joane,  wife  of  Lawrence  Higgs. 

1707. 

2 

Aug. 

Lawrence  Higgs. 

1710. 

12 

April. 

William  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

1711. 

22 

Sept. 

Joyce,  wife  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

1711. 

22 

Dec. 

Mary  Higgs. 

1717. 

28 

May. 

John,  son  of  Isaack  Higgs. 

1718. 

8 

Sept. 

Hester,  daughter  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

1719. 

22 

Feb. 

Elinor  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

1719. 

1 7 

Aug. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

1719. 

16 

Oct. 

Mary,  wife  of  Samuel  Higgs. 

1727. 

25 

Aug. 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

1728. 

23 

Oct. 

Walter  Higgs. 

1729. 

3 

April. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1741. 

O 

Sept. 

Isaac  Higgs. 

I74I- 

10 

Oct. 

Sarah,  wife  of  Isaac  Higgs. 

t758- 

18 

Nov. 

Mr.  Samuel  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

1760. 

20 

Feb. 

Mrs.  Higgs  of  Sandford. 

1765- 

3 

Sept. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

1766. 

1 

Jan. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

1780. 

23 

Mar. 

Hannah  Higgs. 

1784. 

14 

Jan. 

Ann,  wife  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

17 93- 

26 

July. 

Ann  Higgs. 

179 3- 

3 

Sept. 

Mary  Higgs. 

1804. 

9 

Oct. 

An  infant  of  John  Higgs. 

1805. 

21 

May. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

1806. 

12 

Dec. 

Ann  Higgs. 

1814. 

27 

July. 

Henry  Higgs,  aged  11  years. 

1815. 

22 

May. 

Eliza  Higgs  of  Alstone,  aged  3  weeks. 

1816. 

22 

May. 

William  Higgs,  aged  8  months. 

181b. 

7 

July. 

George  Higgs,  aged  11  years. 

1818. 

23 

Sept. 

Susannah  Higgs,  aged  66  years. 

1819. 

7 

Feb. 

Mary  Higgs  of  Alstone,  aged  67  years 

1820. 

4 

Oct. 

John  Higgs,  aged  78  years. 

1824. 

21 

Sept. 

John  Higgs,  aged  18  months. 

1824. 

10 

Nov. 

Simon  Higgs,  aged  45  years. 

HIGGS  ENTRIES  IN 
Marriages  (1538-1905) 


1627. 

17 

April 

1639. 

30 

Nov. 

170  3- 

27 

Jan. 

x758- 

3i 

Dec. 

T792- 

3 

May. 

1802. 

27 

Oct. 

1805. 

22 

Aug. 

1836. 

15 

Dec. 

THE  PARISH  REGISTERS  OF  CHARLTON  KINGS. 


Thomas  Higges  and  Marc, ret  Noel. 

Walter  Higges  and  Elizabeth  Watts. 

Thomas  Smith  of  Winchcomb  and  Mary  Higgs  of  Sandford  in 
the  parish  of  Cheltenham. 

Charles  Higgs  of  the  parish  of  Alcester  in  the  county  of  Warwick 
and  Susannah  Cook  of  ye  parish  of  Charlton  Kings. 

William  Pickering  Reid  of  the  parish  of  Prestbury  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Higgs  of  this  parish. 

Simeon  Higgs  of  Cheltenham  and  Sarah  Print  of  Charlton  Kings. 

John  Gale  and  Susannah  Higgs  (by  licence). 

William  Sandes  of  Cheltenham,  bachelor,  and  Rupertia  Higgs 
of  this  parish  (by  licence). - 


Baptisms  (1538-1905)  : 

15 87.  30  Nov.  Joanna,  the  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

1614.  3  Sept.  Walter,  son  of  Walter  Higgs. 

1616.  11  Aug.  Thomas,  the  son  of  Walter  Higgs. 

1623.  29  June.  William,  son  of  Walter  Higgs. 

1632.  26  Dec.  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

1640.  25  Aug.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Walter  Higgs. 

1690.  14  June.  Anne,  daughter  of  Walter  Higgs. 
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the  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


1761. 

16 

Jan. 

1761. 

25 

Sept. 

1763* 

12 

Oct. 

1 774- 

3 

Jan. 

T7^3- 

23 

June. 

1793- 

23 

Dec. 

1841. 

14 

Sept. 

1846. 

28 

Oct. 

1848. 

3 

Nov. 

1853. 

19 

April. 

1854. 

30 

July. 

1856. 

15 

Oct. 

John,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Higgs  of  Church  End. 
Samuel,  son  of  Charles  and  Susannah  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Susannah  Higgs. 
Susannah,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Susannah  Higgs. 
William,  son  of  Samuel  and  Hester  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hester  Higgs. 

Charles  Edward,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs  and  Ann  Gael. 
Samuel  Edward,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs  and  Anne  Gael. 
Alice,  daughter  of  Samuel  Higgs  and  Anne  Gael. 

John  De  i.a  Here,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs  and  Anne  Gael. 
Thomas,  son  of  .Samuel  Higgs  and  Anne  Gael. 

George  William,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs  and  Anne  Gael. 


Burials  (1538-1905)  : 


1584- 

29 

Mar. 

1587- 

27 

Dec. 

1596. 

17 

May. 

1617. 

8 

Jan. 

1621. 

Jan. 

1640. 

25 

Aug. 

1(>47- 

2 

Nov. 

1684. 

29 

Aug. 

I()94- 

11 

May. 

1698. 

14 

Dec. 

1702. 

10 

April 

1780. 

4 

June. 

1781. 

27 

Mar. 

1800. 

8 

Oct. 

1809. 

19 

Nov. 

1824. 

1 

J  an  • 

1835. 

24 

Jan. 

1849. 

18 

Aug. 

1884. 

12 

Aug. 

1887. 

2 

Mar. 

1890. 

6 

Mar. 

John,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Susannah,  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 

John,  son. of  William  Higgs. 

I  homas,  son  of  Walter  Higgs. 

Jane  Margery,  wife  of  William  Higgs. 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Walter  Higgs. 

Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Walter  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  Walter  Higgs. 

Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs. 

Walter  Higgs. 

Frances  Higgs  (spinster). 

Susanna,  wife  of  Charles  Higgs,  gentleman. 

(  harles  Higgs,  gentleman. 

Samuel  Higgs. 

Charles  Higgs,  aged  50  years. 

Samuel  Higgs,  aged  60  years. 

Easter  Chaplin  Higgs,  aged  67  years. 

Rupertia,  wife  of  Charles  Higgs,  aged  81  years. 
Charles  Cooke  Higgs,  aged  87  years. 

Emily  Rose  Higgs,  aged  70  years. 

Charles  Powell  Higgs,  aged  82  years. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  COLESBOURNE. 

About  live  miles  from  Charlton  Kings,  and  six  miles  from  Cheltenham,  and  about 
ten  miles  from  the  City  of  Gloucester  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  lies  the  village  and 
parish  of  Colesbourne.  It  was  there  that  William  Higges,  Esqre.,  a  son  of  Thomas 
Higges,  Gentleman  and  Yeoman,  lessee  of  the  Cheltenham  Rectory,  and  foreman  of  the 
Jury  of  Tenant  for  Cheltenham  in  1561  (3  Eliz.),  settled  with  his  family,  purchasing  the 
Manor  of  Colesbourne  from  Sir  Edward  Harewell,  Knt.,  and  lands  also  from  one 
John  Robinson  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century.  William  Higges  also  had  a 
iesidence  at  Stepney,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  then  a  country  suburb  of  the  City  of 
London.  He  married  Judith,  the  daughter  of  Anthony  Calthorpe,  or  Colthrop,  of 
London.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Mercers’  Company,  to  which  City  Company  he  left 
at  his  decease  by  his  will,  which  was  proved  in  1614  (F.C.C.  “  Lawe  ”,  fo.  90),  ”  a  nest 
of  gilt  potts  worth  about  £20  ”.  One  Arthur  Lowe  was  his  cousin. 

William  Higges,  besides  his  estate  in  Colesbourne,  was  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Ched- 
worth  in  the  same  county  and  also  owned  land  in  the  county  of  Kent,  which  accounts, 
no  doubt,  for  his  wife  Judith,  who  died  in  1646,  having  been  buried  at  Bromley  on  7 
1  ebruary  in  that  year.  Her  burial  is  also  entered  in  the  parish  register  at  Colesbourne. 

Ry  Judith,  his  wife,  who  survived  him  thirty-two  years,  he  had  two  sons  and  four 
daughters  : 
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.  Ihomas  Higges  of  Colcsbourne,  who  succeeded  his  father  as  Lord  of  the  Manor 
and  under  his  father’s  will  inherited  certain  lands  in  Little  Colcsbourne,  which 
during  the  life  of  his  father  were  in  the  occupation  of  one  Henry  Atkins.  It  is 
worthy  of  note  how  the  family  of  Atkins  seems  to  have  been  connected  by  marriage 
with  the  Higgs  family  of  Colesbourne,  and  of  South  Stoke,  in  Oxfordshire.  Besides 
this  mention  of  Henry  Atkins  in  1614,  we  find  that  Nicholas  Higges,  and  Mary 
Barton,  his  wife,  of  South  Stoke,  had  a  daughter  who  married  one  Henry  Atkins, 
though  there  is  no  record  of  the  marriage  at  South  Stoke.  Griffith  Higges,  their 
eldest  son,  however,  mentions  this  brother-in-law  in  his  will,  which  was  proved  in 
1 608  (L  OG  ‘  \\  indebank  ”,  fo.  11).  Again,  the  will  of  Robert  Higges,  Gentle¬ 
man,  of  (  heltenham,  dated  28  April,  1612,  nephew' of  William  Higges  of  Coles¬ 
bourne,  and  proved  at  Gloucester  by  his  executors,  Thomas  and  John  Higges,  his 
brothers,  in  that  year,  is  witnessed  by  a  Thomas  Atkins  whilst  we  find  from 
the  will  of  Anne  Higges  of  Cheltenham,  sister  of  Robert  Higges,  and  a  niece  of 
William  Higges  of  Colesbourne,  that  she  mentions  her  brother-in-law  Thomas 
Atkins  (or  Etkines)  and  her  nephew  Henry  Atkins.  Thomas  Atkins  married 
lu  1  sistei  Joan  at  Cheltenham  22  October,  1604,  and  besides  their  son  Henry, 
they  had  also  a  son  1  homas.  It  will  be  remembered  that  another  nephew  of 
William  Higges  of  Colesbourne — John  Higges  of  Cheltenham  (brother  of 
Robert,  Anne  and  Joan)— married  Jane,  daughter  of  Sir  Edwin  Sandys  of 
Latymers,  and  that  Jane  Sandys  had  a  sister  Mary,  who  married  Richard 
Atkins  of  Tuffiey,  Co.  Gloucester,  and  it  was  she  who  erected  a  handsome 
monument  in  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew,  Sherborne  St.  John,  Co.  Hants,  to  the 
memory  of  her  brother, ^  Col.  Henry  Sandys  (not  to  be  confounded  with  another 
"  Lol.  Henry  Sandys  ”  of  Kent— mentioned  by  Clarendon,  a  general  of  the 
Parliament,  who  bore  an  indifferent  character) — the  heir  of  William,  3rd  Lord 
Sandys  of  the  Vine— who  was  an  active  loyalist,  and  having  been  mortally 
wounded  while  fighting  for  the  King  at  Bramdene,  near  Arlesford,  29  March,  1644, 
died  6  April  that  year.  This  fine  monument  bears  a  shield  of  arms  showing 
Atkyns,  impaling  the  arms  of  Sandys  of  Latymers. 

It  is  very  probable  that  Henry  Atkins,  who  was,  during  the  lifetime  of  William 
Higges  of  Colesbourne,  in  the  occupation  of  his  land  at  Little  Colesbourne,  was 
the  Henry  Atkins  who  married  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higges  and  Mary 
Barton,  his  wife,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  that  Nicholas  Higges  of  South 
Stoke  was  an  uncle  of  William  Higges  of  Colesbourne,  a  brother  of  his  father 
Thomas  Higges,  Gentleman  and  Yeoman,  Lessee  of  the  Cheltenham  Rectory,  and 
Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant  for  Cheltenham  in  1561,  and  a  son  of  John  Higges 
of  Sandford,  in  the  parish  of  (  heltenham,  who  is  said  to  have  married  Juliana  de 
Sanford,  an  heiress  by  whom  the  Higges  estates  in  Cheltenham  came. 

1  homas  Higges  of  Colesbourne  married  Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Bludder  o  f  Planch  ford ,  in  the  county  of  Surrey,  and  sister  of  Sir  Thomas  Bludder. 
Flanchford  is  in  the  parish  of  Reigate.  She  died  in  1659,  in  London,  and  was 
buried  27  July,  1659,  at  Colesbourne,  having  survived  her  husband  some  ten  years, 
he  having  died  in  1649.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higges  had  four  sons  and  five 
daughters  : 

1.  Thomas  Higges,  born  in  1(117,  he  was  aged  six  at  the  time  of  the  Herald’s 

Visitation  of  Gloucestershire,  when  his  name  was  entered  upon  the  pedigree, 
and  the  Arms,  in  use  by  the  family — “  Argent,  a  chevron  between  three  bucks 
lodged  gules  ’’—were  confirmed  to  his  father  (of  whom  later). 

2.  Andrew  Higges,  whose  name  and  baptism  are  recorded  at  Colesbourne  27  April, 

1637  (ldde  Colesbourne  Parish  Registers  and  ‘  Visitation  of  Warwickshire  ’,  1683).’ 

3.  Clement  Higges,  to  whom  his  uncle  Clement  Higges  of  Colesbourne  left  the 

lease  of  his  land  in  that  parish.  ( Vide  will  of  Clement  Higges  of  Acton  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  proved  1614 — 
(P.C.C.  “  Russell  ”,  fo.  no.) 

4.  Rit  hard  Higges,  who  matriculated  at  Oxford,  aged  17  years,  February  1641-2, 

and  admitted  as  a  Doctor  of  Physic  9  July,  1657. 

(1)  Mary,  to  whom  her  uncle  Clement  Higges  left  £50.  She  married  at  Coles¬ 

bourne,  18  October,  1636,  Thomas  Bridges,  Esqre. 

(2)  Judith,  to  whom  her  uncle  Clement  Higges  left  £10. 

(3)  Ann,  to  whom  her  uncle  Clement  Higges  left  Lioo. 
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(4)  Elizabeth,  to  whom  her  uncle  Clement  Higges  left  £10. 

(5)  Susanna,  baptized  at  Colesbourne  19  July,  1632.  She  married  at  Colesbourne 

John  Middleton,  5  August,  1658,  who  was  a  witness  to  his  brother-in-law 
Thomas  Higges’s  will. 

2.  Clement  Higges  (the  second  son  of  William  and  Judith  Higges  of  Colesbourne), 
Gentleman,  of  Acton,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  of  Colesbourne  in  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  apparently  died  unmarried.  His  name  appears  upon  the  pedigree  in  the 
College  of  Arms,  and  he  is  mentioned  by  his  father  William  Higges  in  his  will 
(proved  1614,  P.C.C.  “  Lawe  ”,  fo.  90).  By  his  will,  which  was  proved  in  1634 
(P.C.C.  “Russell”,  fo.  no),  he  left  the  lease  of  his  lands  at  Colesbourne  to  his  nephew 
Clement,  son  of  his  brother,  Thomas  Higges,  Esquire,  and  other  legacies  to  his 
nieces.  He  mentions  also  in  his  will  his  “  cousin  ”  John  Onlibeare  and  a  niece 
Judith  Onlibeare. 

The  four  daughters  of  William  Higges  and  Judith  Calthorpe,  his  wife,  were  : 

(1)  Mary,  to  whom  her  father  left  £200  and  land  in  Kent.  She  married  George 

Conquest  of  London,  merchant,  to  whose  children  Clement  Higges  of  Acton 
left  £15  each. 

(2)  Susan.  She  married  first  Archibald  Hyder,  merchant,  of  London,  to  whose  son, 

Richard  Hyder,  Clement  Higges  of  Acton  left  all  his  books.  She  married 
secondly  John  Dunstar  (or  Dunster)  of  London,  mentioned  in  the  will  of  her 
father  William  Higges,  who  also  left  to  his  grandson  Richard  Hyder  £50,  and 
to  his  granddaughter  Judith  Hyder  £100. 

(3)  Judith.  She  married  8  October,  1604,  John  Bridges  (Bruges  or  Riggs)  of 

Stepney,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex  (vide  ‘  Harl.  MSS.’  1041,  fo.  75b,  and  1543. 
fo.  7b),  by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Thomas  Bridges,  and  a  daughter,  Judith, 
mentioned  in  the  will  of  Clement  Higges  of  Acton,  Co.  Middlesex. 

(4)  Deborah,  born  in  1591,  to  whom  her  father  left  £200  and  land  in  Kent.  She 

married  Nicholas  Bridges,  Mercer  and  Freeman  of  Gracechurch  Street,  London, 
8  May,  1615,  at  St.  Michael  Basisham  (vide  Bishop  of  London’s  Marriage  Licences). 
She  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Peter’s  Church,  Cornhill,  9  June,  1618,  “  Free 
of  the  Mercers  her  pitt  (grave)  in  the  chancell  ”  (vide  Registers  of  St.  Peter’s 
Church,  Cornhill,  London).  Their  son,  John  Bridges,  was  also  buried  in  St; 
Peter’s  Church,  16  November,  1617—“  Pitt  in  the  midell  lie  Vnder  ye  pew  No.  3  ” 
—whilst  Judith,  their  daughter,  to  whom  her  grandfather  William  Higges  left 
£100,  was  baptized  at  St.  Peter’s,  Cornhill,  9  November,  1617. 

(Note. — Anne  Higges  of  Cheltenham,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges  and  Elizabeth 
Stephens,  his  wife,  niece  of  William  Higges  of  Colesbourne,  and  therefore  first 
cousin  of  the  above  Deborah  Bridges  [nee  Higges],  mentions  in  her  will  [1620] 
a  Deborah  Higge  of  Norton,  Co.  Gloucester,  which  shows  the  blood  relationship 
with  the  Higgses  of  Norton,  and  those  of  Cheltenham  and  Colesbourne,  Co. 
Gloucester.) 

Returning  to  Thomas  Higges,  Esqre.,  of  Colesbourne,  who  was  born  in  1617,  and  who 
succeeded  his  father,  Thomas,  as  Lord  of  the  Manor,  and  whose  name  appears  upon  the 
pedigree  in  the  College  of  Arms,  as  being  of  the  age  of  six  years  at  the  time  of  the  Visitation 
of  1623  i  married  7  July,  1657,  Mary,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Sir  John  Bernard 
(or  Barnard)  of  Abington,  in  the  county  of  Northampton,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Sir  Clement  Edmonds  of  Preston  Deanery  in  the  same  county,  his  wife  ;  and  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Baldwin  Bernard  of  Abington  by  Eleanor,  daughter  of  John  Fullwood, 
Esqre.,  of  F'ord  Hall,  Co.  Warwick,  his  wife  (vide  ‘  Visitation  of  Northamptonshire  ’).  It 
may  be  of  interest  to  note  that  Sir  John  Bernard  married  secondly  the  grand-daughter 
of  William  Shakespeare,  poet,  who  became  the  step-mother  of  Mary  Higges.  Ibis 
grand-daughter  of  the  poet  was  Elizabeth,  the  widow  of  Thomas  Nash,  and  daughter 
of  John  Hall,  who  married  Shakespeare’s  daughter  Susanna,  by  Anne  Hathaway. 

By  his  wife  Mary,  Thomas  Higges  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Bernard  Higges,  Gentleman,  baptized  at  Colesbourne  11  September,  1658. 

A  Bernard  Higges,  Gentleman,  died  at  Cheltenham  25  January,  1648, 
and  was  buried  there.  His  wife  Elizabeth  was  also  buried  there  29  June, 
1672.  This  Bernard  Higges  belonged  to  an  earlier  generation  of  Higgses. 

A  Bernard  Higges,  bachelor,  and  Mary  Simpson,  spinster,  were 
married  at  St.  James’s  Church,  Duke’s  Place,  London,  17  April,  1683,  and 
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the  marriage  was  witnessed  by  Edward  Edmonds.  There  is  every 
probability  that  this  Bernard  Higges  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Higges, 
Escpiire,  of  Colesbournc,  and  the  great-grandson  of  Sir  Clement  Edmondes 
of  Preston  Deanery. 

2.  John  Higges  buried  at  Colesbourne  3  April,  1668.  (There  is  no  entry  of  his 
baptism  in  the  register.) 

(1)  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  Colesbourne  4  September,  1660  ;  buried  there  18 
December,  1668. 

Thomas  Higges,  Esqre.,  of  Colesbourne,  besides  his  land  in  that  place,  owned  land 
at  Burford,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  as  shown  by  his  will  proved  in  1672  (P.C.C.  “  Eure  ”, 
fo.  i()),  of  which  the  following  is  an  abstract  : 

Dated  :  a.d.  15  Feb.  1671. 

Mr.  Higges  makes  his  wife  Mary,  sole  executrix,  and  after  his  debts  are  paid  gives 
her  his  personal  Estate  and  recommends  to  her  the  care  of  his  child.  He  gives  to  his 
wife  his  house  at  I'urford,  in  the  county  of  Oxford,  and  after  her  death  the  inheritance 
to  his  child  ;  and  in  case  his  child  die  before  he  attaineth  one  and  twenty  years  then  his 
wife  was  to  dispose  thereof  as  she  doth  please,  and  the  Three  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds, 
payable  to  Sir  John  Barnard  to  the  child  after  the  death  of  his  mother.  His  desire 
is  that  his  executrix  do  take  care  that  his  debts  be  paid,  especially  the  debts  for  with 
his  cousin  Henry  Pecke  stands  bound  to  Mr.  Davies  and  Mr.  Parker  and  a  debt  of 
£100  to  Mr.  John  Middleton.” 

Published  and  declared  to  be  the  last  Will  of  Thomas  Higges,  Esquire,  denouncing 
all  former  Wills  the  day  and  year  first  above  written  in  the  presence  of  us — 

EDMUND  KING. 

HENRY  PECKE 
JOHN  MIDDLETON 
EMANUEL  THOMAS. 

The  child  mentioned  in  this  will  was  unquestionably  Bernard  Higges,  as  both 
John  Higges  and  Elizabeth  Higges,  their  other  children,  died  in  1668.  There  is  no 
further  mention  of  him  in  the  Colesbourne  registers  after  his  baptism  in  1(158,  so  he 
probably  left  Colesbourne,  and  possibly  settled  in  London,  or  in  Burford  in  Oxfordshire. 
The  marriage  entry  in  the  registers  of  St.  James’s  Church,  Duke’s  Place,  London,  is 
most  suggestive  with  one  Edward  Edmonds  as  a  witness,  and  would  make  him  to  be 
twenty-five  years  of  age  when  he  married. 

The  names  of  King,  Pecke  and  Middleton,  all  witnesses  to  Thomas  Higges’s  will, 
strongly  point  to  the  relationship  which  existed  between  the  Higgs  family  of  Colesbourne 
and  Cheltenham  in  Gloucestershire,  and  those  of  South  Stoke,  Oxfordshire,  and  1  hatcham 
in  the  county  of  Berks.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Abingdon,  in  the 
county  of  Berks  (grandson  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon)  married  a  Francis 
King,  and  Ruth,  daughter  of  James  Higgs  of  Thatcham,  married  a  James  King.  The 
will  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Abingdon  just  mentioned  was  witnessed  by  a  Mary  Peck,  and 
one  George  Peck  of  Newbury  was  one  of  the  most  intimate  friends  ol  Joseph,  son  of 
James  Higgs  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks.  These  instances,  though  curious  and  worthy 
of  note,  may  of  course  be  just  coincidences,  as  the  periods  vary.  However,  the  name  of 
Middleton,  as  with  the  Atkins  family,  is  particularly  striking,  for  John  Middleton, 
who  witnesses  the  will  of  Thomas  Higges,  Esqre.,  of  Colesbourne  in  1(171,  was  his  brother- 
in-law.  William  Middleton  of  Brytwell,  Co.  Berks,  and  Sara  Higgs,  widow,  of 
South  Stoke,  were  married  at  Streatley,  Co.  Berks,  22  September,  1(173,  and  (  hristopher 
and  John  Middleton  are  both  mentioned  in  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higges 
of  South  Stoke,  proved  March,  1660  (P.C.C.  “  Nabbs  ”,  fo.  8). 

The  house  at  Burford,  in  Oxfordshire,  which  Thomas  Higges  left  to  his  wife  Mary, 
and  after  her  death  to  his  child  (Bernard  Higges),  he  may  have  inherited  from  one 
William  Higges  who  lived  at  Burford,  and  who  made  certain  bequests  to  the  Church 
in  that  place  in  1544  Higgs  Family  of  Burford,  Oxon). 
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AN  INTERESTING  TABULATION  show/  ng  /he  descent  of  BERNARD  HIGGS 

of  ColesbournlCo.  Gloucester  Xand  or  all  H  looses  who  caw  show  the /r  descent 

FROM  H/N  ) /-/?^/v(i)NIAL  MOR  126  ^  Monarch  of  Ireland 

(?)  KING  ALFRED  THE  GREAT  and  through  h/s  mother.  JUDITH eron 

(3)  CHARLES  ,  S  UNNAMED  N ARTEL  Dure  of  the  Franks  who  cLeol AD  74  I 
Grandrather  of  C HAR LE M AG N USnperor  of  the  West  * 


(HI  A  l  MIR  known  as  " N/al  or  the  Nine  Hostages 
_ 1  I  2  6 -Monarch  of  Ireland. 

LOG  HAN,  (.Owen) 


MUREDACH 


r. 


FERGUS  MOR  MAC  FARC  HA  /W/W  or  Scotland 

I  or  the  M /les/anRace 


'DON  ART, 

1  LOACH  AlpH 
•OABHR  A,N 


'ODHAM 


j 


•'EOCHAEpN  T3UIDHE 

Tonao)  brlach 

'DON  ART 

l  AOBH  or  HUGH  FlONN 


I  LOACH  A 115  H 


IALPI  N 


ICLUNNL 


H 


•CONSTANTINE 
rDONAL 


'JUDITH 


3 


Malcolm  i A,N4^t-%sND 


'CENNETH 


‘Malcolm  n MisZt 

'BEATRIX 


Frown 

CHAKLLMAGNI 

EGBERT  Ft  ng  of  Wfssex 

yrorn  ^’oa  ^  .... 

'Ethelwu  L.P 

Nino  of  W£-  Ss€  x  ‘FKLNT  — | — 

iSpo 

Co  £isricS;Q/ig.Sz70ci  901) 

'EDWARD-rlSi*  7 
IB0MUN1X^.94% 

'Edgars  975)4 


CHARLES6{WmmSs 

BE  PIN  “ The  Short'' King  of 

_ _ THE  Kr-anhs 

tHARLES  theGreat  Charlemagne. 
King oj the /fahn^76 8  died  814- 

TTUDW  l  G  (  LO(j/  S \tebonair 

'EARL  CH  ARLES  "The  Bald 

Rnperok  pA  the  West 


2 


'DUNCAN  I(or  Duimcand) 


'Ethel  red  %£wr 

9aaO-  1016  I 


‘EDM  LJNDlRONSIDE 


T 


MALCOLMIEt  'MARGARET, 09 


King  of  Scotland 
|Q54-  1095 


I 


77?  lo6;: 


THE 


Matt  lda  -t  Henry  x  King  oe Fngland  st  SON  or  W  ILL!  AL I  Conqueror. 

horn  at  Selby  Co  York  IO68  -Duke  of  Nohp/andy 

d.  1 135  at  Angers  Normandy  :  bur.  Re ad/ no  Abbey 

'iMAUDt  GEOFFREY  PLANfAGENET 


alias  Eadgyth 
oheot  I  I  l& 


3.T  102  TT3:ll28of:||57i 


T 


I  I  T  Count  K  /\NJ0U(per  2nd  husband) 


^HENRYIT-t  ELEANOR  of  Aquitaine. 
b:  1 133  ol:  116  9  T  ho-rro  112  8;  died :  IQ04. 


^  ■  ...s  i  i  ^ 

OM  iv  !  vjramoM  '*’<)'?  I  aOM.JAIU(lj*w 


JAM 

.CLWM  Va>  V\>**'At>Yv'}  U'a 


(n  jvvoj  ij/4  :;xn 


i 


i'L  A(LJ  UJM 


’■  InHlO1 


4 


THH  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


3*3 


JOHN  K,2f*  = 

Engl  and 


TfEN  R Y  III  =f= 

died  12  72 


ofdtfenri/y^  EDWARD  I 

died  1307 


Thomas 


BROTHERTON 
Where  he  was  horn  I  JUNE  1300 
Earl  of  Norfolk  1 312 

Marshal  of' /England.  1315 
died  1338 


ISABELLA 

of /I NGOLfL  E  ML 

Eleanor  of  Prove nce 
MARGARET  dan. of  nd 

PHILIP  III  King  of  France  (Z  Wife) 

ALICE  dau.  if  Sir  Roger 

HALEYS'  3eqr^ 


1  M  ARGAR  Duchess  cf Norfolk  j= 

Sole  dau  v- heiress  d\?\  Mar  1395] 

‘ELIZABETH  eveP 4= 

.'Baroness  SFCravf  SO(e  he  IFRSS 

m:  15  S  3  ci  13  7-S  _ \ 

Tleanor  Mowbray- 

Sister  of  Thomas,  \  %-LZJuke  oj 
Norfolk 


MARGARET  WELLES- 

died  2  9  May  14-22 


'SIR  JOHN  SCROPE 

4.$  Baron  Scrope  of 
MIAS  HAM  summoned  Id  L/ar- 
lia.Tnent\&fZ(t  until  his  death 
in  I4R5. 


JOHN  Lord  Seagrave 

died.  1 3  53 

John  $>l  ord  MOWBRAY 

of  dx. holme:  died  9  00  1368 

JOHN  Lord  WELLES  who  ms 

summoned  Id  Parliament  in 
137 6  until  his  death  in  14.21 

SIR  STEPHEN  SCROPE  of 

Mash  AM  v-  IJR5AL  L  .  who  died 
25  Jan  14-05/6 
E  LIZABETH  dau  f'SlR 

THOMAS  CHADWORTH*/ 

Wiverton  Co  /Votts  . 


Mowbray 


Welles 


Scrope; 


MARGARET  SCROPE 

died  1490 


ELI2ABETH  SCROPE  T  SIR  HENRY  SCROPE. 4^ 

BoLron  SCROPE  e/'Bolton 

Sir  JOHN  BARNARD, 

orB  ER  N  ART) ,  of  Iselham.  Co. , 

C RMS  R.'DQE 

MARY^au  wJohnDAUNDLLYN  1 

vhei  ress  of  her  co  ilsi  n  Wl  LLI  AM 
DAUNDELYN  Ann  wer  of  Darwins  ton 

•*  /  c»  /7oRf  H7\>n  P'rc 


John  bar  n  a  rd  es&u/re 

{or  Bernard) 


DAUNDELYN 


JOHN  BARNARD, 

died  1  54  9 


Muscote: 


FRANCIS  BARNARD, &***£. 

of  Ab/NGTVN.  Co  do  ft  THFIWIP  TON 


ClCELY.afeuVJOHN  MUSCOTE  R 

Gentleman  ,  died  1557 


ALICE  daufJom  HAZ  ELWOOj) 

of  M A /DWELL  Co  d OR.  THAN  ETON 


HAZLLy/ood 


BALDWIN  BARNARD/.^—  ELEANOR  dau  oj John  FDl LVYOOD 

Es&ulre  of  Ford  Hall  Co  Warw/ck 


cf  Hb/WCTon  2nd somthen 

died  |6lO  aged  56 


si" 


'Sir  JOHN  BARNARD, Knt-  ^Elizabeth 


ARMS  OfBeRNARDHiQCiS 


of Ab/wc7vw  he  become  head  of  the 
family  at  the  ope  of  Six.. 

TH £  77ft ND  6LU9R7LR/At6  /At  THL  AA/VS 

Of  Bernard  H/oos  is  UlL|N6  of 
Ab/NGTOW  Etd*3j>jtes. 


MARY  2nd daub'Co  heiiess 

( _ m  7  JULY  1657 _ , 

Bernard  h igges. hofi atcoFshowru:  1 1  sept  1658 


5 1  r  Clemlnt  tDMONDES 
of fkcsroN  Hefner)  G>  ffotnm 
2  rwlKj  Elizabeth  clou  of  John 
HAlb*SUSANNA'da«.</ 
Willi  am  Shakespeare 

f-THOMAS  HIGG.EsSS 

J  Of  'CbiesaouRNE  Co  Cl  os/tr 


, 


IWOMwA"*  4H01  ; 

».  A  i  1  iW  <»*A  MHOt  TVA  flfiW-)!'  HOH  'll' 
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A  PEDIGREE  of  HIGGSES  4e5.cered.si4i  of  H?e  HIGGS  family  of  C 0LES30 !//?//£ Co.(jL0’5T£fi  , 

2  rjolly 


Elizabeth 

i i?ic d  io  March  1830 

aged  39  Memorial 
JaUlel  in  Sea/ord  Parish 
Church  Co  Sussex, 

married  in  Ceyl on. 


Commander  JOSEPH  HlGGS, RN  =r 

/Isa  mid  shiftman  he  was  /resent 
c2 t  the  sbat fit  oft  C/rafta/gar 
Upon  retirement  he  was  for  many 
years /Harbour //Paster  at  the 


'Sidney  =7 


William 
H\  Q  G  S 
died  & 
Young  man 

in  an  old 
JYav-ylist 
7/JulyI856 
his  name 
appears 
as  ‘2nd. 

Master* 

of  tins 

A/ RLE  MON 
then  on  the 
S.  £  Coast 
oj America, 


Kev  EDWARD  - 
MOOD 
El  I  G  GS 
factor  0/  Over thorpe 
Ox  on 

horn  at  Sea  ford 
Co  Sussex  28  Hay 
1827  Tz  1857 he  was  a 

died  1904 


SPG 


HIGGS 


‘Alice 

magnificent  natural  harbour  oft  Higgs-Craven 
Tr/ncomal/ ,  a  strongly  /or tiftied  late  oft  Ceylon 
na  vat  stall  on  on  Hie  N.  /  coast  oft  Agent  of  the 
Ceylon.  ?  /,  .  Oriental iBank 

700  Corporation 

Jo/  v  /  7S  naval  in  Point  de dalle 

I  O  OO  3.0COL  /  J  medal  he  took  Inc aotchanai  7 -  _ 
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HURTS  ENTRIES  IN  THE  PARISH 


REGISTERS  OF  COLESBOURNE  (1632-1750). 


Marriages  : 


1636. 

18  Oct. 

1658. 

5  Aug. 

Baptisms  : 

1632. 

19  July- 

*1637. 

27  April 

1658. 

11  Sept. 

1660. 

4  Sept. 

Burials  : 

1646. 

7  Feb. 

1659. 

27  July. 

1668. 

3  April 

1668. 

18  Dec. 

Thomas  Bridges,  Esquire,  and  Mary  IIigges. 
John  Middleton  and  Susanna  Higges. 


Susanna,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges,  Esquire. 

Andrew,  the  sonne  of  Thomas  Higges,  “  Esquyre 
Bernard,  the  son  of  Thomas  Higges,  Esquyre,  and  Mary,  his 
wife. 

Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges  Esquyre  and  Mary, 
his  wife. 


Mrs.  Judith  Higges. 

Elizabeth  Higges,  ‘  widdow  ’  (“Dyed  in  London’’). 

Mr.  John  Higges,  ye  son  of  Thomas  Higges  and  Mary  his  wife. 
Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Higges,  Esquyre,  and 
Mary,  his  wife. 


*  There  is  every  probability  that  this  Andrew  Higges  emigrated  to  the  Barbadoes  and  there  married  the  widow 
of  a  planter,  finally  settling  in  Maryland,  N.  America,  where  one  Andrew  Higgs  with  this  record  died  in  1675  (vide 
“Higgs  Family  of  the  United  States  of  America”.  Chapter  XX,  and  ‘The  Heralds’  Visitation  of  Warwickshire, 
1683’). 


i  . 


. 

viV 

V 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


325 


A  STORY  DURING  THE  INDIAN  MUTINY. 

I  he  Rev.  Edward  Hood  Higgs,  son  of  Commander  Joseph  Higgs,  R.N.,  and 
traditionally  descended  from  the  Higgses  of  Colesbourne,  was  in  1857  a  chaplain  of  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  India  stationed  in  Upper  Assam.  Extracts 
from  a  letter  to  his  sister  Mary,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  George  Jackson — who  had  just 
been  appointed  Chaplain  at  Eermuda— -are  full  of  historical  interest  in  connection  with 
the  events  of  the  great  Mutiny  in  India,  and  are  therefore  given  in  connection  with 
the  record  of  this  branch  of  the  Higgs  Family. 


♦  •"IritSinrflf 


M  l  i  |a,  1 

*a  .  •  Sri  . 

Tiik  Ki:v.  Hdward  Hood  Higgs,  1827-1904. 


Upper  Assam.  Dated  :  “  August  24th,  1857. 

“  My  dearest  Mary  : 

“  Although  I  have  most  unusually  plenty  of  time  at  my  command  just  now  as  the 
time  for  writing  by  the  mail  comes  on,  yet  1  do  not  expect  to  be  able  to  write  you  more 
than  a  few  lines.  1  know  you  will  be  expecting  them,  otherwise  1  should  wish  to  deier 
writing  altogether  till  1  could  report  something  certain. 

“  We  are  still  safe  here,  though  far  from  quiet  ;  men’s  minds  are  quite  uneasy,  and 
the  whole  country  round  about  disturbed  ;  the  wave  of  the  great  rebellion  that  has 
nearly  unseated  our  authority  in  India  has  at  length  reached  us,  and  we  are  rather  learlul 
that  we  may  have  to  meet  lace  to  face  a  struggle  similar  to  those  which  have  assailed 
every  station  almost  in  India,  and  made  the  bravest  hearts  to  quail.  Yesterday  we 
thought  the  crisis  would  come.  When  1  say  “  We  ”  I  do  not  include  myself,  but  most 
of  the  people  in  the  Station  thought  so  N  made  preparations  accordingly,  remaining  up 
all  night,  keeping  watch  and  watch.  I  and  2  or  3  others,  however,  who  perhaps  pay  more 
attention  to  what  is  going  on,  and  know  more  of  what  is  being  done  by  the  natives, 
had  not  so  much  idea  of  this.  1  think  the  time  is  not  ripe  yet,  and  1  hope  we  shall  soon 
be  so  fully  prepared  that  when  the  plot  is  ripe,  no  one  will  be  found  bold  enough  to  pluck 
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the  fruit.  We  have  among  the  troops  here  about  150  or  200  men  whom  we  can  trust- 
all  Goorkas  or  Nepalese — these  were  formerly  scattered  in  different  places  at  out-posts, 
but  within  the  last  few  days  they  have  been  called  into  the  station,  and  gradually  we 
are  getting  them  on  to  the  principal  guards — such  as  the  Fort,  treasury,  jail.  1  he 
ammunition  among  the  Sepoys  has  been  reduced  to  the  least  possible  quantity,  and 
altogether  such  arrangements  are  being  made  that  if  the  worst  comes  we  may  make  sure 
of  holding  out  against  any  force  till  succour  can  reach  us — which  would  be  about  2  months 
after  we  were  beleagured.  For  mysell,  I  was  so  tired  yesterday  that  I  slept  sounder  at 
night  than  1  have  for  many  a  day,  and  was  not  awake  till  6  o’clock  this  morning,  my  usual 
time  for  rising  being  4.  Our  Church  has  a  most  substantial  tower  to  it.  It  is  so  high  as 
entirely  to  command  the  fort  ;  there  are  three  rooms  in  it,  one  over  the  other,  and  only 


William  IIicnry  IIigos,  K.N., 

Acting  2nd  Master  of  li.M.S.  “  Kiflrmon  ”  on  the  S.K.  Coast 
of  America,  1 H 5 ( > .  From  an  oil  portrait. 

(Son  of  Commander  Joskimi  Higgs,  K.N.) 


a  small  winding  staircase  as  the  means  of  communication,  and  on  the  Inst  signal  of  alaim, 
I  and  another  are  to  make  for  the  Church  with  all  speed  and  hold  the  tower— which  I 
have  no  doubt  we  shall  be  able  to  do  for  a  determined  man  with  a  spear  even  might 
keep  at  bay  hundreds  on  the  stairs,  lo  sum  up  :  We  are  still  safe.  No  gi eater  dangei 
than  we  have  been.  Almost  certain  to  be  attacked— yet  we  are,  or  shall  be  in  a  day  or 
so,  fully  prepared  and  hopeful  of  being  able  to  hold  out  lor  a  couple  of  months,  1.  e.,  if  we 
are  driven  to  take  refuge  in  the  Fort  and  Church,  but  if  our  Nepalese  Sepoys  stand  staunch 
we  shall  be  able  to  beat  the  rebels  in  open  light  and  drive  them  into  the  river.  We  are  in 
God’s  Hands,  and  we  all  trust  that  He  will  help  us,  or  else  call  us  to  I  lis  rest  in  that  happier 
land  where  sin  and  sorrow  shall  be  110  more,  where  all  is  at  peace  never  to  be  distmbed. 

“  \v e  only  number  i<S  Furopeans — all  told  and  we  have  some  to  women  and  7 
children  besides  to  look  after.  1  wish  indeed  they  were  away  somewlicie  in  sulety  ,  wu 
should  feel  more  easy — but  if  possible  all  the  bolder  for  their  being  with  11s. 

“  In  such  times  as  these  it  is  as  well  to  let  you  know  all  our  danger,  and  I  have  told  it 
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\V.  13.  Com  hick  Minus, 

Only  surviving  son  of  Rev.  K.  II.  II  100s  and  lather  of 
Kdwako  and  Iki.nk  Comiuck  Hic.os. 
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1st  Gloucestershire  Regiment. 
(Son  of  W.  13.  Com  hick  Minus.) 
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you,  and  make  nothing  less  than  is  really  the  case.  1  know  more  of  what  is  being  done 
by  the  natives  than  perhaps  any  one  else  here  ;  hosts  of  people  come  to  see  me  every 
day,  and  by  comparing  one  thing  with  another,  I  am  able  to  know  a  good  deal,  and  so  it 
is  that  I  can  wr.,  so  much  in  this  letter.  1  am  not  a  fighting  man  but  I  have  a  good  deal 
to  say  to  the  counsels,  and  being  one  of  the  elders  have  to  give  my  opinion.  I  think  we 
shall  be  quite  ready  before  the  outbreak  is  ripe,  and  if  so—  why,  we  are  all  safe,  and  shall 
most  probably  not  have  much  trouble.  So  much  about  sell.  I  will  write  again  by  next 
mail,  and  you  and  Sarah  (his  sister,  wife  of  Capt.  Henry  Rem  meet,  vide  Tabulation) 
shall  hear  from  me  constantly.  Don’t  be  alarmed  !  You  have  been  told  the  worst  ; 
we  have  no  fear  for  ourselves,  and  I  hope  next  mail  to  say  that  we  have  met  the 
crisis  and  conquered  it.  ...  I  can’t  say  that  I  feel  as  if  I  were  in  my  home.  I  still 
feel  as  it  1  were  only  making  a  temporary  stay,  and  yet  I  fancy  that  f  should  enjoy  a 
real  home  more  than  most.  1  am  fated  to  be  an  old  bachelor,  and  to  remain  so  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter  ” 

Relieve  me  always, 

Your  own  fond,  and  affectionate  brother, 
“Edward  H.  1  lions’’. 


1  he  circumstances  under  which  he  penned  this  letter  to  his  sister  no  doubt  were 
making  him  feel  depressed  .and  “  Fated  ”,  yet  he  was  but  thirty  years  of  age  at  the  time, 
and  passed  through  the  Mutiny  safely,  returning  to  England,  and  seven  years  later 
married  Frances  Julia,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  If.  G.  Wandesford  Comber,  a  direct 
descendant  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Comber,  D.J).  (1645-1699),  who  became  Dean  of  Durham, 
and  by  her  became  the  father  of  nine  children.  A  portrait  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Hood 
Hioos  taken  in  July,  1865,  one  year  before  his  marriage  is  here  reproduced,  together 
with  a  portrait  ol  his  brother  William  Henry  Higgs,  who,  like  their  father  Commander 
Joseph  Higgs,  R.N.,  led  a  seafaring  life  and  whose  name  appeared  as  “  Acting  2nd 
Master  of  the  Rillemon  ”  in  a  Navy  List  of  July,  1856,  and  then  “  On  the  S.E.  Coast  of 
America  ”.  (Note  the  striking  resemblance  there  is  between  this  William  Henry 
Higgs,  R.N.,  and  the  portrait  of  Henry  Frederick  Higgs  of  the  Thatcham,  Berkshire 
Branch,  given  in  Chapter  X. — W.  M.  H.) 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  CODRINGTON  AND  WAPLEY. 

The  following  account  is  from  a  tabulation  made  of  the  Higgs  family  settled  in 

these  two  villages  by  the  late  Mr.  Leo.  Culleton  from  tombstones  about  1900.  (To 

be  verified.— W.  M.  H.) 

MOSES  HIGGS  born  1649,  died  31  December,  1739,  aged  90  years,  from  whom 
no  doubt  descended  Josiah  Higgs,  born  in  1701,  and  who  died  20  April,  1771,  aged 

70.  This  Josiah  Higgs  was  with  little  doubt  the  father  of  twro  sons  : 

1.  Moses  Higgs,  born  1742,  married  Mary  — —  (born  1750  and  died  13  October,  1817, 
aged  (>7  years),  and  dying  18  January,  1826,  aged  84,  left  two  sons  : 

1.  Josiah  Higgs,  farmer,  born  1782,  and  died  10  December,  1833,  aged  51  years. 
By  his  wife  Elizabeth,  who  was  born  1785,  and  died  27  October,  1842  (aged 
57  years),  he  had  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  John  Higgs,  born  at  Wapley,  12  January,  182(1,  and  baptized  there  28  May, 
1826.  He  married  Louisa  — — . 

(1)  Hannah,  born  1817,  died  21  March,  1838,  aged  21  years. 

(2)  Mary,  born  1814,  died  June  24,  1842,  aged  28  years. 
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2.  Moses  Higgs,  born  1791.  He  married  twice.  By  his  wife  Ann  (who  was  born 
1810,  and  died  20  February,  1878,  aged  68  years)  he  had  a  son  : 

1.  Edward  Higgs,  born  1847,  died  in  infancy,  19  January,  1848,  aged  6  months. 

By  his  other  wife,  Harriet  Higgs,  the  widow  of  Moses  Higgs  of  Hamp¬ 
stead  1-arm,  Old  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester  (born  1794,  died  28  September,  1855), 
lie  had  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  William  Higgs,  born  1819,  died  30  March,  1837,  aged  years. 

(1)  Mary  Ruth,  born  1810,  died  20  February,  1878,  aged  68  years. 

2.  JosiAii  Higgs,  born  1733.  He  married  Elizabeth,  widow  of  Joseph  Higgs  of 
Chipping  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester  (she  was  born  1730  and  died  10  January,  1785, 
aged  55  years),  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  \\  11. liam  Higgs  of  Old  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  born  1767.  He  died  12  October, 

1848,  aged  81  years.  His  wife’s  name  was  Sarah.  She  was  born  in  1768,  and 
died  11  April,  1843,  aged  75  years. 

2.  Moses  Higgs,  born  1769,  and  died  22  April,  1794. 

(1)  Hannah,  born  1760,  died  12  March,  1782,  aged  22  years. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  CHIPPING  SODBURY  ANI)  OLD  SODBURY. 

Froin  the  foregoing  account  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Codrington  and  Wapley,  the 
intermarriages  between  these  Higgses  and  those  ol  Old  Sodbury  and  Chipping  Sodbury 
are  evidence  of  a  close  relationship  between  these  families.  Chippenham,  in  Wiltshire, 
a  town  lying  to  the  south-east  about  twelve  miles  from  Chipping  Sodbury,  is  also  another 
place  closely  to  be  identified  with  this  family,  as  well  as  the  village  of  Horton,  two  miles 
north  of  the  latter  place. 

The  registers  of  Chipping  Sodbury  commence  in  1661,  and  an  examination  of  these 
would  probably  show  when  the  family  first  settled  in  this  place,  combined  with  an 
examination  of  those  of  Old  Sodbury  which  begin  in  1684. 

From  the  list  of  Apprenticeship  Indentures  it  will  be  seen  that  in  1741  (14  July) 
George,  son  of  Christopher  Higgs,  was  apprenticed  to  Daniel  Higgs  of  ('hipping 
Sodbury,  who  was  in  business  there  as  a  cordwainer.  Now  John  Higgs  of  Upton  St. 
Leonards,  Co.  Gloucester,  who  was  formerly  of  Charlton  Kings,  about  eight  miles  east 
of  Gloucester,  and  about  one  mile  from  Cheltenham,  had  by  his  wife,  Anne  Smith,  a 
son,  Daniel  Higgs  (an  elder  brother  of  John  Higgs,  the  ancestor  of  the  Higgs  family 
of  Holsworthy,  Co.  Devon),  and  it  is  probable  that  this  son  Daniel  was  the  same  Daniel 
Higgs  of  Chipping  Sodbury,  the  cordwainer,  and  that  he  became  the  father  of  one 
Daniel  Higgs  of  Edge,  in  the  parish  of  Painswick,  who  was  born  in  1779,  and  married 
one  Susannah,  who  was  buried  at  Painswick  14  March,  1842.  This  Daniel  Higgs 
died  16  May,  1831,  and  was  buried  at  Painswick.  (Painswick  is  but  eight  miles  directly 
south  from  Chipping  Sodbury.)  It  is  conjectured  that  the  last-named  Daniel  Higgs 
was  the  father  of  Richard  Higgs  of  Chipping  Sodbury  (or  he  may  have  been  his  brother). 
Richard  Higgs  owned  a  tanyard,  and  as  a  tanner  was  a  very  successful  man  in  business. 
He  married  a  Miss  Harriet  Mitchell,  the  only  daughter  of  the  Principal  of  Hertford 
College,  and  dying  at  Haynes  Hill,  Taunton,  Co.  Somerset,  about  the  year  1870,  with 
personal  estate  valued  at  about  £20,000,  left  a  son  Richard  William  Higgs,  who  became 
a  Doctor  in  Divinity  and  Fellow  of  St.  John’s  College,  Oxford.  He  was  also  Rector  of 
Hanborough  in  Oxfordshire.  This  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  William  Higgs  was  born  in  1814, 
and  marrying  a  Miss  Pope,  left  by  her  at  his  death  in  1891  two  sons.  : 

1.  Richard  P.  S.  Higgs  of  Hidlington,  Co.  Oxon,  who  was  born  in  1870  and  married 
Miss  A.  L.  Headley,  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  A.  A.  Headley  of  Hardenhuish,  Co. 
Wilts,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  John  P.  Higgs,  born  in  1890,  and  who,  during  the 
World  War,  held  a  Commission  in  the  Queen’s  Own  Oxfordshire  Hussars,  and  saw 
service  in  France,  where  he  was  wounded  in  action  and  subsequently  succumbed 
to  his  wounds. 
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2.  Arthur  G.  Higgs  of  Woodstock,  Registrar  of  Oxfordshire,  who  married  about  1898 
Miss  L.  E.  Mona  Hawkins,  daughter  of  Mrs.  Hawkins  of  Fletcher’s  House,  Wood- 
stock,  Oxon. 

lhe  Rev.  Dr.  Richard  William  Higgs  used  the  same  crest  as  that  confirmed  in 
1623  to  Thomas  Higgks,  Esqre.,  of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester  (about  five  miles  from 
(  harlton  Kings),  but  differenced  by  five  drops  of  blood  at  the  arrow  head  (perhaps 
as  a  mark  of  descent  from  a  lifth  son).  There  is,  however,  no  record  at  the  College  of 
Arms  of  such  a  mark  of  difference  having  been  granted  to  any  branch  of  the  Higgs 
family,  lhe  Higgs  family  ol  Holsworthy,  Co.  Devon,  descended  from  John  Higgs  of 
Upton  St.  Leonards  (formerly  of  Charlton  Kings),  use  “  the  Stag’s  head  couped  gules 
and  pierced  through  the  neck  by  an  arrow  in  bend,  feathered  argent,  headed  Or  ”, 
without  the  drops  of  blood  at  the  point  of  the  arrow. 

lhe  name  Daniel  is  not  one  in  common  use  in  the  Hic.gs  family  in  general.  'The 
following  instances  have  been  noted  : 

(1)  Daniel  Higgs.  11  apprenticed  to  John  Skkatts  of  Chippenham,  Co.  Glos.  (Collar 
Maker),  20  Sept.  1755  ”. 

{Note. — Chippenham  is  a  village  just  on  the  Gloucestershire  border  in  Wiltshire. 

lhe  Church  Registers  commence  in  1578.  It  is  about  fourteen  miles  from  Chipping 

Sodbury.) 

(-)  Daniel  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  of  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Co.  Gloucester  (John 
Higgs  died  about  178b). 

(3)  Daniel  Higgs  of  Edge,  in  the  parish  of  l’ainswick,  Co.  Gloucester,  buried  there 
jC) 1  (died  ib  May),  aged  (>2.  Yeoman.  (Monumental  inscription  Painswick  Churchyard. 
Lainswick  is  eight  miles  south  from  Chipping  Sodbury.) 

(9)  Daniel  Higgs,  son  of  Lewis  and  Ann  Higgs,  baptized  8  March,  1797,  at  the 
Vicarage  of  Lyncomb  and  Widcomb.  (Daniel  Higgs  buried  there  5  July,  1799.)  {Vide 
Register  of  St.  James’s  Parish,  Rath,  Co.  Somerset.  Rath  is  just  two  miles  from 
l’ainswick  in  Gloucestershire.) 

(5)  Daniel  Higgs  died  at  Ram  wood,  Co.  Gloucester,  in  1812.  (He  married  a  Miss 
De:  nett.) 

(b)  Daniel  Higgs,  born  1769.  Married  a  Miss  Chandler,  and  died  at  Haresfield, 

(  o.  Gloucester,  1831,  where  his  descendants  still  live. 

(7)  Daniel  Higgs  of  Chipping  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  cordwainer,  living  1791. 

(8)  Daniel  Higgs,  "  Letter  to  Holland,  1791  ”.  (L ide  Rritish  Museum  MS.  32(195, 
fo.  928.) 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HORTON. 

Upon  referring  to  the  Depositions  taken  at  (  hipping  Sodbury  19  January,  1(47  8, 
among  the  suits  in  (  hancery  before  1713  Mordecai  Ric  hards  versus  William  Pas  ion 
and  William  Higgks  15(8/19,  it  will  be  seen  that  a  family  of  Higgks  or  Higgs  was 
established  in  Horton,  just  two  miles  north  from  Chipping  Sodbury,  at  this  date,  and  a 
number  of  Higgses  are  mentioned  as  deponents  in  this  suit. 

A  descendant  of  this  family  no  doubt  was  Moses  Hic.gs  of  Horton,  whose  will  was 
proved  in  170(1  (P.C  .C.  ”  Rrook  ”,  211).  It  is  likely  that  he  was  closely  related  to  Moses 
Higgs  ol  Wapley  and  Codrington  (born  1639,  died  31  December,  1739).  He  left  his 
brother  Lazarus  Higgs  sole  executor  of  his  will,  and  made  legacies  to  his  sister  Marian, 
the  wile  ol  one  Tkessei.l,  and  to  his  niece  Mary  Tkessell,  likewise  to  his  sister  Mary 
Somners,  and  five  pounds  each  to  her  children  William,  M  ary,  Hannah  and  Flizahktii 
Somners.  He  also  left  £100  to  his  sister  Hannah  Higgs. 

lhe  Horton  Parish  Registers  date  from  1 5G7 .  These  have  not  been  examined. 

In  connection  with  the  Higgs  lamily  ol  Horton,  an  old  deed  exists  dated  27  April, 
i()(>3,  and  is  catalogued  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Moulton  of  5,  Park  Hill,  Richmond,  Surrey  ((..  323) 
for  sale  at  20s.  1  his  consists  of  Articles  of  Agreement  respecting  tithes,  etc:.,  at  Horton, 
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Co.  Gloucester,  and  bears  the  signatures,  among  others,  of  Guybon  Goddard  of  Lincolns 
Inn,  London,  Esqre.,  William  Paston  of  Appleton,  Co.  Norfolk,  Esqre.,  Edward 
Stephens*  of  Hinton,  Gentleman,  Anthony  Tressell,  Lawrence  Higgs,  Andrew 
Hathwaye,  Edward  Isaack,  and  William  Hathwaye. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  NORTHLEACH  AND  LEGHLADE. 

Northleach  is  a  village  about  ten  miles  east  by  south-east  from  Cheltenham.  It  was 
here  that  a  family  of  Higgses  was  settled  about  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  in 
the  person  of  Isaac  Higgs,  who  in  all  probability  was  a -son  of  Isaac  Higgs,  who  was 
buried  at  Cheltenham  2  September,  1741. 

Isaac  Higgs  of  Northleach  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  John  Higgs,  who  settled  at  Kempsford,  a  village  ten  or  twelve  miles  further  south, 

close  by  Lech  lade,  and  a  few  miles  only  from  Laringdon  in  Berkshire  (of  whom 
later). 

2.  Charles  Higgs. 

3.  Thomas  Higgs. 

4.  Isaac  Higgs. 

(1)  Harriett. 

(2)  Sarah. 

(3)  Another  daughter  —name  unknown. 

John  Higgs,  the  eldest  son,  of  Kempsford,  married  a  Miss  Gardner,  and  by  her 
had  four  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  William  Higgs  (of  whom  later). 

2.  Thomas  Higgs. 

3.  John  Higgs  of  Kempsford,  living  in  1905. 

4.  George  Higgs. 

(1)  Hannah. 

(2)  A  daughter  name  unknown. 

William  Higgs,  the  eldest  son,  married  a  Miss  Couling,  and  by  her  had  four  sons 
and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Phillip  Higgs,  who  settled  at  Lechlade,  Co.  Gloucester,  and  married  Eliza 

Linsei.l,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  James  Higgs  of  Lechlade,  the  eldest  son,  living  in  1905.  He  married 

and  had  a  son  : 

1.  Leonard  Higgs. 

2.  Frederick  Higgs  of  High  worth,  living  in  1905. 

3.  Benjamin  Higgs  of  Highworth,  living  in  1905. 

(1)  Mary,  living  at  Highworth  in  1903. 

(2)  Lydia,  living  at  Highworth  in  1905. 

2.  Charles  Higgs  was  the  second  son  of  William  Higgs  and  -  Couling, 

his  wife. 

3.  Arthur  Higgs,  the  third  son. 

4.  John  Higgs,  the  fourth  son.  He  settled  at  West  Ealing,  in  the  County  of 

Middlesex,  and  was  living  in  1905. 

(1)  Haeriet'1  was  the  name  of  the  only  daughter. 

Such  is  the  very  fragmentary  account  of  this  family,  which,  with  little  question,  can 
claim  Cheltenham  as  its  original  home. 

*  Phis  was  with  little  doubt  Howard,  son  of  Xathaniki.  St kimiens  of  Horton,  and  of  Cheriton,  Co.  Gloucester, 
who  was  the  third  son  and  heir  of  Jons  Sii:em  ss  of  Over- l.ypiate,  Parish  of  Stroud,  Gloucestershire,  the  third  son 
of  Edward  SrtrnKNS  (who  purchased  the  manor  of  Hastinglon,  County  Gloucester,  from  Henry,  l.oun  Stafi-ord 
in  1573J  by  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Howard  l.ron  of  the  county  of  Hereford.  Edward  Sri  nn  \s  was  a 
barrister-at-law  of  the  Middle  Temple,  London,  and  was  living;  in  10H5.  1 1  is  father  Naimami  i.  died  in  1640,  at  tin- 

early  age  of  30  years.  (I’n/c  Minos  Family  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester.) 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  PAINSWICK. 

1  here  was  a  family  of  Higgses  settled  in  this  place  closely  related  to  the  Higgs  family 
of  (  hipping  Sodbury.  1  he  following  notes  have  been  gathered  from  the  gravestones 
in  Painswick  Churchyard.  1  he  Parish  Registers  have  not  been  examined  ;  these  date 
from  1548. 


Died  : 


1821. 

27  Jan. 

1830. 

4  Mar. 

1831. 

ib  May. 

1842. 

14  Mar. 

Louisa  Georgian  na,  wife  of  James  Higgs  of  Painswick,  aged 
25  years. 

James  Higgs  of  Painswick,  aged  35  years. 

Daniel  Higgs  of  Edge,  in  the  Parish  of  Painswick,  yeoman, 
aged  62  years. 

Susannah,  relict  of  Daniel  Higgs  of  Edge,  aged  78  years. 


Extract  from  an  Account  of  the  Males  in  the  County  of  Gloucester  in 
THE  YEAR  l6()8  CAPABLE  OF  BEARING  ARMS  FOR  THE  KlNG. 


It  is  most  interesting  to  note  those  of  the  name  of  Higgs  in  this  list,  which  gives 
a  description  of  age,  and  stature,  and  what  arms  each  individual  was  best  fitted  for.  The 
original  manuscript  is  in  the  possession  of  Lord  Sherburne. 


place. 

Cheltenham 


Sanford,  in  the 
parish  of 
Cheltenham 
Colesbourne 


1  lorton 


NAME. 

John  Higgs 

Robert  Higgs 
Thomas  Higgs 

Anthony  Higgs 

William  Higgs 


John  Higges 


description. 

.  \eoman  ;  about  20,  of  medium  height  and 
build,  and  suitable  to  serve  as  a  Musketeer 
(born  about  1588). 

.  \  eoman  ;  about  20,  tall  and  suitable  to  serve 
as  a  Pikeman  (born  about  1588). 

.  Yeoman;  about  20,  of  small  stature  and 
suitable  to  serve  for  Calyver  (born  about 
1588). 

.  Husbandman  ;  about  40,  tall  and  suitable  to 
serve  as  a  Pikeman  and  to  find  one  corselet 
with  fur  (born  about  15O8). 

.  Esquire  and  Lord  of  the  Manor.  His  tenant 
John  Bridges,  Yeoman,  a  man  of  about 
20  years  of  age,  tall  in  stature  and  suitable 
to  serve  as  a  Pikeman,  is  charged  with 
finding  1  Corselet,  1  Musket  and  2  Calyvers 
with  their  fur. 

.  Husbandman  ;  about  20,  of  medium  height 
and  build,  suitable  to  serve  as  a  Musketeer 
(born  about  1588). 
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Horton 


James  Higges 
Rohekt  Higges 

William  Higges 


Husbandman  ;  about  20,  small  of  stature, 
suitable  to  serve  for  Calyver  (born  about 
1588). 

Husbandman  ;  about  20,  of  medium  height 
and  build.  A  trained  soldier  at  the  time  of 
the  survey  (born  about  1588). 

Weaver ;  about  40,  of  medium  height  and 
stature,  a  trained  soldier  at  the  time  of 
the  survey  (born  about  1568). 

(Note. — There  is  a  difference  between  “  Yeoman  ”  and  "  Husbandman  The 
yeomen  of  old  were  freeholders,  whilst  the  husbandmen  were  tenant  farmers.) 


A  List  of  Early  Higgs  Wills  at  Gloucester. 
(Abstracts  of  those  marked  by  an  asterisk  have  been  made.) 

I544-  I  homas  Higges  of  Newham  (?  Newnham). 

*T545-  Walter  Higges  of  Estinton  (Eastington). 

I554-  Catherine  Higges  of  Moreton  Valence. 

I55C-  Robert  Higges  of  Sandhurst. 

*1572.  Walter  Higges  of  Cheltenham. 

1582.  Hugh  Higges  of  Charfield. 

1587-  Joan  Higc.es  of  Chariield. 

159°-  Richard  Higges  of  Great  Shurdington. 

*1591.  Nicholas  Higges  alias  Hicks  of  Gloucester. 

1592.  Stephen  Higges  of  Wotton-under-Edge. 

1595-  John  Higges  of  Wottons  Combe. 

159 7-  John  Higges  of  Wotton-under-Edge. 

1612.  Robert  Higges  of  Wotton-under-Edge. 

*ibi2.  Robert  Higgs,  Gentleman,  of  Cheltenham. 

*if>2o.  Anne  Higges  of  Cheltenham. 

*1622.  William  Higges  of  Charlton  Kings. 

1628.  Richard  Higges  of  Wotton-under-Edge. 

1629.  Robert  Higges  of  Horton. 

1(134.  William  Higges  of  Thornbury. 

1637.  Lewis  Higges  of  Horton. 

1(47.  Margery  Higgs  of  Charlton  Kings. 

1(49.  Barbabus  Higgs  of  Cheltenham  (missing). 

1(172.  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Cheltenham. 

Higgs  Wills  at  Bristol. 

1(134.  Giles  Higgs. 

1702.  George  Higgs. 

1713.  Joseph  Higgs. 

1792.  John  Higgs. 

1792.  Thomas  Higgs. 

ABSTRACTS  FROM'  SOME  EARLY  WILLS. 


Will  of  Walter  Higgs  of  Estington  (Eastington)  dated  31  August,  1545,  and 
proved  at  (doueester  20  October  in  that  year. 

He  willed  to  be  buried  at  Estington. 

He  mentions  his  son  John  Higc.es  and  his  daughters  Katherine,  Alice,  “  Mgratt  ” 
(Margaret)  and  Agnes. 

The  residue  of  his  estate  he  left  to  his  wife  Joan,  whom  he  appointed  sole  executrix. 

Witnesses:  Thomas  Whitfield,  John  Ryx,  Robert  Fryer. 

He  mentioned  a  debt  of  2o.s\  which  he  owed  to  his  sister  Margery. 

(Xo/e.  Eastington  lies  about  live  miles  west  from  Stroud  and  is  about  two  miles 
from  Lrocester.  1  he  family  of  Stephens  was  of  Eastington.  Edward  Stephens,  the 
father  of  Elizabeth,  who  married  Thomas  Higges  (son  of  Thomas  Higges  of  Cheltenham, 
the  Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant  for  that  place  in  15(11),  owned  the  Manor  of  Eastington, 
which  he  purchased  from  Henry,  Lord  Stafford,  in  1573.  His  father,  Henry 
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Stephens,  was  a  large  landowner  at  Frocester,  and  was  buried  in  the  church  there. 
There  is  every  probability  that  Walter  Hic.ges  was  a  brother  of  I  homas  Higges,  the 
Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant,  and  Lessee  of  the  Cheltenham  Rectory  in  1561.) 

1572- 

Will  of  Walter  Higges  of  Cheltenham,  Yeoman,  dated  7  September,  1572,  and 
proved  at  Gloucester  2  May,  1573. 

1  le  mentions  : 

Johan,  his  wife. 

John  and  Thomas  Higges,  his  sons. 

Thomas  Higges  and  Richard  Higges,  his  brothers,  whom  he  makes  Overseers 
of  his  will. 

The  residue  of  his  estate  he  leaves  to  his  son  John  Higges  whom  he  made  his  sole 
executor. 

Witnesses:  Richard  Merrett  and  Thomas  Wells. 

(Note. — He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Higgi-s,  Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant  for  (  hel- 
tenham  in  1561,  according  to  the  pedigree  by  Sir  1  homas  Phillips,  in  the  British 
Museum.) 

I59r- 

Will  of  Nicholas  Higges,  alias  Hicks,  of  Longford.  Dated  6  September,  1590, 
and  proved  at  Gloucester  16  October,  1591. 

He  mentions  his  wife  Alice,  his  sons  John  Higges  and  William  Higges,  and  his 
kinsman  ”  Thomas  Perce. 

He  also  mentions  his  daughters  Alice,  Marie  and  Julian. 

He  gives  to  his  son  John  Higges,  als.  Hicks,  the  remainder  of  the  lease  of  land 
which  he  holds  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Gloucester  on  the  condition  that  he  pays 
20  marks  to  Alice. 

He  gives  to  his  son  William  the  remainder  of  the  lease  and  pasture  called  “  Willey 
of  “  an  acre  in  diameter  and  of  an  acre  in  Wall  ”,  and  which  he  holds  of  Oliver  with 
John  Elymor  and  Dorothy,  his  wife,  on  condition  that  he  pays  £6  135'.  3 d  to  Marie. 

The  residue  he  gives  to  his  wife  and  appoints  her  executrix. 

He  appointed  as  Overseers  his  brother-in-law  Thomas  Glem  (unfortunately  this 
word  is  abbreviated),  Gentleman  ;  Arthur  Powell,  Gentleman  ;  and  John  Brooke. 

Witnesses  :  Arthur  Powell,  John  Brooke,  J.  Stone,  Jas.  Powell  and 
Edward  Prowde. 

(Note.- ■■■Just  who  this  Nicholas  Higges  als.  Hicks,  of  Longford  was  in  relation  to 
the  Higgs  family  of  Cheltenham — if  any — has  not  been  ascertained.  Longford  may 
have  been  a  part  of  the  City  of  Gloucester.  There  was  no  “  Longford  ”  in  the  ancient 
parishes  of  the  county.  There  was  a  Longford  in  Derbyshire,  and  another  in  Salop. 
Nicholas  Higges  als.  Hicks’s  will  clearly  gives  Gloucestershire  as  the  county.) 

One  David  Powell  married  at  Henbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  Marie  Higgs,  4  October, 
1(141 .  This  marriage  is  also  recorded  in  the  registers  of  Slimbridge,  Co.  Gloucester.  It 
will  also  be  remembered  that  in  Chancery  Proceedings  Higgs  versus  Powell  3^5 / 1 4 
p>  December,  1617,  one  Nicholas  Higgs,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  married  Marie,  the 
daughter  of  William  Powell,  D.D. 

ibi2. 

Will  of  Robert  Higges,  Gentleman,  of  Cheltenham,  dated  28  April,  1612,  and 
proved  at  Gloucester  3  July  of  that  year. 

He  gave  to  his  brothers  in  trust  for  his  wife  all  the  estate  right,  by  the  terms  of  years 
and  demands  whatsoever  he  had,  or  by  any  means  ought  to  have  had  in,  and  to  all  the 
third  part  of  the  tithes,  glebe  lands,  fruits,  pilts,  and  commodities  whatsoever  of,  or 
anywise  belonging  to  the  Rectory  or  Parsonage  of  Cheltenham,  or  to  any  pait,  or  membei, 
thereof  for  a  jointure,  or  dowrie,  unto  Alice,  his  beloved  wife,  and  her  assigns  during 
the  term  he  had,  or  ought  to  have  had,  in  the  said  third  part  of  the  tithes,  etc. 

Executors  :  His  brothers  Thomas  Higges  and  John  Higges. 

Overseers  :  Timothy  Cartwright  (his  father-in-law),  and  Richard  Pates, 
Gentleman  (his  kinsman). 

Witnesses:  Thomas  Atkins,  Anne  Higges,  and  Richard  Pate  or  Iaies. 

(Note. — He  mentions  no  children  in  his  will. — W.  M.  H.) 
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1620. 

Will  of  Anne  Higges  of  Cheltenham,  dated  15  June,  1620,  and  proved  at  Gloucester 
3  September  of  that  year. 

She  gave  ten  shillings  each  to  her  godchildren  and  the  following  :  Anne  Ellis, 
Sibkl  Shkarle,  Margaret  Cloveley,  Richard  Parker,  Hinett  Pates,  Deborah 
Higgs  of  Norton,  Rebecca  Yare,  Margaret  Hoay  of  Alison,  John  Dobbins,  John 
Tayler  (Weaver)  - - Doerbie. 

She  gave  20s.  to  her  godchildren  and  the  following  :  John  Robinson  of  London, 
Mary  Gardiner,  Anne  - —  of  Randwick,  Robert  Leech,  Anne  Rou — 11 ,  Anne  Kerby, 
Edmund  Ballinger,  Elizabeth  Rogers,  alias  Jei.e  of  Sandhurst,  Thos.  Church, 
John  Dobbins,  to  old  John  Hoi. by,  and  his  wife,  Ralph  1'aylor,  Elizabeth  Twynning, 
widow,  Henry  Bowen,  Senr., - Higge,  John  Baker,  and  Widow  Tirke. 

She  gave  30s.  each  to  her  godchildren  and  the  following  :  Anne  West,  Alice  Smyth 
of  Gloucester,  John  Reynolds  and  his  wife,  Alice  Trinder,  Tiios.  Ward. 

To  Anne  Pawton,  £3.  To  Walter  Bishop  and  his  wife,  and  Elizabeth  Holdy, 
alias  Fi.ucke,  and  her  husband,  £3,  and  several  others  who  may,  or  may  not,  have  been 
relations. 

To  her  brothers  :  Thomas  Higges  and  John  Higges,  legacy. 

To  her  sister  -  Atkins,  a  legacy. 

To  her  nephews  and  nieces  :  Henry  Atkins,  Thomas  Atkins,  Mary  and  Elizabeth 
Atkins. 

Sole  Executor:  Her  brother-in-law  Thomas  Atkins. 

Overseers:  Her  brothers  Thomas  Higges  and  John  Higges.  Her  “Cousins” 
Daniel  Fowler  and  Richard  Pates. 

Witnesses:  Jane  Higges,  Daniel  Fowler,  Henrie  Fowler,  Thomas  Atkins, 
Stephen  Fowler. 

{Note. — She  gave  several  legacies  to  the  Church.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Higges,  Gentleman,  of  Cheltenham,  by  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Edward  Stephens, 
Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Eastington,  Co.  Gloucester.— W.  M.  H.) 

1622. 

Will  of  William  Higges  of  Charlton  Kings,  dated  15  December,  ib2i,  and  proved 
at  Gloucester  5  February,  1622. 

.  He  mentions  : 

His  son  Walter  Higges. 

His  grandson  Walter  Higges,  son  of  his  son  Walter. 

The  residue  of  his  estate  he  left  to  his  daughter  Millisant  Higges. 

Overseers  :  His  cousins  Thomas  Higges  and  John  Higges. 

Witnesses  :  Richard  Yeates  and  Henry  Collett. 

{Note.-  The  grandson  Walter  Higges  was  the  Officer  in  the  Army  of  King  Charles 
whose  tomb  is  in  Charlton  Kings  Churchyard.) 
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CHAPTER  XVIII 


The  Higgs  Family  in  Hampshire,  Hertfordshire,  Lincolnshire, 
Middlesex,  Northamptonshire,  Oxfordshire,  Shropshire, 
Somerset,  Staffordshire,  Suffolk  and  Worcestershire 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HAMPSHIRE. 

It  is  certain  that  a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  were  seated  in  this  county  in  the 
thirteenth  century,  for  in  1268  John  de  Heighes  and  Agnes  his  wife  established  their 
title  against  Robert  de  Popham  to  a  messuage  and  twelve  acres  of  land  in  Binsted, 
which  John  was  to  hold,  in  light  of  Agnes,  by  an  annual  render  of  5s.  to  Robert  de 
Popham  ( vide  Cur.  Reg.  R.  184.  Roll  4).  Then  in  1362  one  Simon  de  Heighes  died 

seized  of  a  messuage  and  a  caracute  of  land  in  Heyes, 
which  he  held  of  the  Earl  of  Kent.  He  left  a  son 
Simon,  who  was  his  heir  and  aged  24  at  the  time  of 
his  father’s  decease  ( vide  Inq.  P.  M.  35  Edward  III, 
pt.  1,  No.  101).  One  Richard  Heighes  paid  rent  to 
Alton  for  South  Heye  in  1399  (vide  Add.  (  hart.  27, 
820),  whilst  we  find  the  name  of  Peter  de  Heyghez 
(another  form  of  the  name)  as  a  witness,  among  others, 
to  a  Quitclaim  Deed  by  Thomas  atte  Bailee  to  John 
le  Couk  of  Okhangr’,  and  Isabel  his  wife,  of  his  right 
in  lands,  etc.,  in  Kyngesle,  Okhangr’  and  Blakemerc 
under  date  of  13  June,  1392.  Flood  Place,  Alton, 
descended  from  the  above  given  family  to  Henry 
Heighes,  who  died  seized  of  the  manor  in  1595,  leaving 
his  son  Nicholas  Heighes  his  heir  then  aged  1 0.  It 
was  held  of  Alton  by  the  rent  of  31$.  4 d.  ( vide  Inq. 
p.m.,  Chan.,  Ser.  2,  vol.  250,  No.  16).  This  rent  was 
paid  by  one  Edmund  Heighes  in  or  about  the  year 
1600  (Add.  (hart.,  27,  893).  In  1603  Nicholas 
Heighes  acquired  a  third  of  the  Manor  of  Flood  of 
William  Tuttie  and  Thomasine  his  wife  (Feet  of  Fines,  Hants,  Mich.,  44  tv  45 
Elizabeth)  and  in  1607,  and  1610,  Sir  Nicholas  Heighes  and  Martha  his  wife  dealt 
with  the  whole  manor  at  the  latter  date,  selling  it  to  Richard  Lock  and  HenRy  Wheeler 
(Feet  of  bines,  Hants,  Mich.  4,  Jas.  1  &  Mil.  7,  Jas  1).  Lady  Heighes  seems  to  have 
disputed  this  sale  in  a  Chancery  action  brought  in  1620  (Chan.  Pro.,  Jas.  I,  Ilh.  22,  37 
N  42).  In  1701,  one  Heighes  Woodeord  sold  the  manor  to  Francis  Heatley  (Feet 
of  Fines,  Hants,  East.  13  William  III).  Thus  for  433  years  this  land  had  been  held  by 
the  same  family,  who  retained  the  ancient  form  of  the  name  and  bore  as  their  arms 
On  a  shield,  sable  a  chevron,  argent  between  three  boars’  heads  Or."  The  compiler 
calls  attention  to  an  error  in  Chapter  1  where  the  boars’  heads  are  incorrectly  given  as 
Argent. 


OF 


Flood  Place,  Alton,  Co.  Hants, 

"Sable,  a  chevron  argent 
between  3  boars’  heads  Or." 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HECKFIELD. 

Heck  field  is  a  village  in  Hampshire,  about  midway  between  Basingstoke  in  this  county 
and  Reading  in  the  county  of  Berks,  and  about  seven  miles  due  north  of  the  former 
place.  It  was  anciently  spelt  Hegfeld,  Heggefeld  and  Heghefeld,  and  it  would  seem  took 
its  name  from  the  family  of  Hughes. 

1  he  Heckfield  Parish  Registers  commence  in  1538,  and  would  no  doubt  yield  some 
further  information  if  examined  upon  the  short  account  we  are  able  to  give  of  a  family 
of  Higgses  living  at  Heckfield  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

1  rrrs  Higgs  of  Heckfield,  termed  “  Gentleman  ”  in  the  Hampshire  Allegations  for 
Marriage  Licences  granted  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  was  born  in  1757.  lie  first 
married  a  lady  of  the  surname  of  Lank,  dwelling  in  Heckfield,  and  by  her  had  a  son 
1  iti’s,  born  in  178b.  He  married  secondly,  8  August,  1794,  Mary  Roberts,  also  of 
Heckfield,  then  aged  twenty-one.  “  l'rrus  ”  is  a  most  unusual  baptismal  name  in  the 
Higgs  family,  and  apparently  this  man  is  the  first  instance  of  its  use.  Titus  Higgs 
died  at  Heckfield  and  was  buried  there  in  1819. 

1  ITUS  Higgs,  son  of  Titus  by  his  first  marriage,  born  in  1786,  married  Harriet 
Roberts  (who  was  born  in  1789  and  died  in  1848).  He  died  and  was  buried  at  Heckfield 
in  1839,  and  by  his  wife  Harriet  left  a  family  of  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  as  follows  : 

1.  Hknky  I'iiomas  Higgs,  born  at  Heckfield  in  1815,  died  1840. 

2.  George  Higgs,  born  at  Heckfield  in  1817,  died  1841. 

3.  Charles  Higgs,  born  at  Heckfield  in  1819,  died  1895.  He  married  Theresa, 

daughter  of  John  Poor  of  Brighton,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  by  whom  lie  had 
the  following  family  : 

j.  George  Higgs,  born  i8(>i,  died  i8(>2. 

2.  Arthur  Higgs,  horn  1893,  and  died  in  infancy. 

(1)  Emma,  living  in  1905  at  Ospringe  Road,  London,  NAY',  (born  in  185!)). 

(2)  Annie,  born  1858  and  died  in  infancy. 

(3)  Kate  Caroline,  born  1859,  died  i8bo. 

4.  l'rrus  Higgs,  the  third  of  the  name,  was  born  in  1828  at  Heckfield,  and  married 

h  ranges  Pakdoe,  by  whom  he  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  William  Henry  Higgs,  born  1853. 

2.  Henry  Pakdoe  Higgs,  born  1854,  died  1855. 

3.  He  nry  Pakdoe  Higgs,  second  son  of  the  name,  born  in  i89i. 

4.  I'iiomas  Higgs,  born  i8(>2.  Ob.  inf. 

5.  George  Higgs,  born  1SG4. 

9.  Albert  Higgs,  born  1874,  died  1901. 

(1)  Catherine  Elizabeth,  born  1855. 

(2)  Susanna,  born  1858. 

(3)  Rose,  born  i899. 

(1)  Harriet.  She  married  J.  Locke. 

(2)  Emma.  She  married  George  Ivatts. 

(3)  Ann. 

TIIF  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WEST  SHERBORNE. 

Not  many  miles  from  Heckfield,  and  west  from  this  place,  lies  the  village  of  Sher¬ 
borne.  It  was  here  in  the  sixteenth  century  that  one  Richard  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead, 
Berks,  owned  land  which  he  purchased  from  one  Joseph  Blaynauk,  and  at  the  time  of 
Richard  Higgs’s  decease  it  was  in  the  occupation  of  a  widow  of  the  name  of  Cokdekoy. 
This  land  Richard  Higgs  left  to  his  son  John  Higgs.  Other  land  in  this  place  he  left 
to  his  son  Samuel  Higgs,  which  was  in  the  occupation  of  one  William  Reade.  Whether 
this  land  in  Hampshire  continued  with  the  descendants  of  John  Higgs  and  Samuel 
Higgs,  his  brother,  has  not  been  ascertained.  The  parish  registers  of  Sherborne  Monk 
commence  in  iboi,  whilst  those  of  the  adjoining  parish  of  Sherborne  St.  John  commence 
in  1952  (vide  Higgs  Family  of  Sulhampstead,  Co,  Berks). 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SILCHESTER. 

It  was  at  Silchester  that  one  John  Higgs  lived  and  owned  land  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  His  heir-at-law  was  advertised  for  in  the  London  ‘  Daily  Times  ’  (2  June,  1837). 
He  died  at  Silchester  in  June,  1799,  and  was  buried  on  the  12th  of  that  month,  aged 
about  66  years.  He  was  thought  to  have  been  a  son  of  James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  in 
tin'  parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks.  Joshua  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  the  great-grandson  of 
the  aforesaid  James  Higgs,  put  in  his  claim  for  the  estate  of  this  John  Higgs,  but  failed 
in  his  attempt  as  the  certificate  of  baptism  could  not  be  found,  and  this  estate  went  into 
Chancery.  The  land  occupied  by  this  John  Higgs,  or  some  portion  of  it,  was  that 
whereon  the  Roman  Encampment  anciently  existed.  Silchester  is  close  to  Sherborne 
{vide  Chapter  VI). 


William  Alphkus  Higgs,  KsyerRi:. 

A  Sheriff  of  the  City  of  London,  and  of  the 
Worcestershire  branch  of  the  Higgs  family. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SOUTHAMPTON. 

It  was  at  Southampton  that  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Higgs,  namely,  Benson  and 
James  Higgs,  carried  on  one  of  the  largest  provision  merchants’  businesses  in  this  sea¬ 
port  town  in  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century.  They  also  had  a  grocery  and 
bakery  business  at  a  village  called  Totton,  about  five  miles  up  Southampton  Water,  in 
the  parish  of  Eling.  These  were  sons  of  William  Higgs  of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks  {vide 
Higgs  Family  of  Newbury,  Berkshire). 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HERTFORDSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BARNET. 

A  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  in  the  nineteenth  century  was  residing  at  New  Barnet 
in  this  county,  and  Mr.  William  Ai.pheus  Higgs  of  this  family  became  a  Sheriff  of  the 
City  of  London.  As  tea  merchants  the  name  of  W.  A.  Higgs  &  Sons,  with  offices  at 
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Islington,  Co.  Middlesex,  is  well  known.  Among  the  sons  of  Sheriff  \V.  A.  Higgs, 
Lsquiie,  was  Mr.  \\  .  Norman  Higgs,  whose  daughter,  Ivy,  married  Mr.  ('.  H.  Gkkfn 
the  only  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  Green  of  Muswell  Hill,  North  London,  during 

the  World  War  in  1917,  when  Mr.  C.  II.  Green  was  a  sergeant  in  the  Middlesex 
Regiment. 

It  is  with  regret  that  so  fragmentary  an  account  of  this  branch  prominently  connected 
with  civic  affairs  in  the  (  ity  of  London  is  given  in  this  work.  Mr.  P.  Jackson  Higgs 
of  New  \oik  claims  W.  A.  Higgs,  Esquire,  as  his  great  uncle,  and  that  his  branch 

ol  the  family  came  from  Worcestershire,  and  that  the  ancient  armorial  bearings  were 
ill  use. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  LINCOLNSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  MARKET  ROYSTON  AND  WRAGBY. 

About  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century  a  family  of  Higgs  held  lands  in  Market 
Royston  and  at  Wragby  in  this  county.  By  the  will  of  John  Higgs  (termed  Esquire) 
of  Wiugby  and  Market  Royston,  and  also  described  as  “  of  Southampton  Buildings  in 
the  Kuish  of  High  Holborn,  (  o.  Middlesex”,  dated  19  November,  17(12,  and  proved  in 
the  P.C.C.  ”  Rush  worth  ”,  fo.  220,  June,  1765,  it  is  found  that  he  left  his  lands  in  these 
places  in  Lincolnshire  to  his  son  Francis  Higgs,  after  the  decease  of  his  mother.  He 
also  left  six  messuages  and  tenements  at  Horseferry,  Chelsea,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex, 
to  his  son,  the  Rev.  John  Higgs.  He  also  makes  mention  of  a  daughter  Mary. 

(Note.  I  he  Registers  of  Wragby,  Co.  Lincoln,  commence  in  15(17.  -W.  M.  H.) 
Lincolnshire  is  not  a  county  where  many  of  the  name  of  Higgs  will  be  found  in 
early  times,  though  there  were  members  of  the  family  here  as  early  as  1273,  namely, 

Hugh  Higge  and  Richard  Higge  (vide  ‘English  Surnames’,  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
Bardsi.ey). 

In  the  nineteenth  century  the  Higgs  Family  of  Stamford  and  of  Washingborough  in 
this  county  aie  descendants  of  those  of  Northampton  (vide  Pedigree  of  Higgs  Family 
of  Newnham,  Co.  Northampton). 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  MIDDLESEX. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WESTMINSTER. 


Ihe  ancient  and  extensive  parish  of  Westminster,  on  the  Middlesex  bank  of  the  old 
Kivei  1  hames,  with  its  beautiful  and  historic  Abbey  and  adjoining  Church  or  (  hapelry 
ol  St.  Margaret  ;  its  other  old  churches,  the  impressive  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  other 
Government  buildings,  its  attractive  parks— known  as  Hyde  Park,  St.  James’s  Park  and 
Green  Park  ;  its  Royal  residences  ;  its  fine  residential  squares  ;  its  national  monuments, 
etc.,  is  so  crowded  with  historic  memories  of  the  great,  and  its  associations  with  men 
and  women  ol  national  lenown,  that  its  associations  with  those  of  lesser  degree  seem 
to  be  lost.  V  et  Westminster  has  been  associated  with  many  branches  of  the  Yeoman 
family  vitli  which  this  work  deals,  certainly  from  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 


century. 

On  14  May,  1669,  Mary,  the  daughterof  Barton  and  Eleanor  Higgs  of  South  Stoke, 
vras  bui ied  In  ye  little  (  happell  yard  in  Westminster  ”,  or  the  graveyard  of  St.  Mar¬ 
garet  s  which  adjoins  the  ancient  Abbey.  How  it  was  that  this  member  of  the  family 
at  South  Stoke  came  to  die,  and  be  interred  here,  has  not  come  to  light.  This  was  just 
ten  years  after  her  illustrious  uncle  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  had  passed  away, 
in  the  ancient  1  estamentary  Records  of  Westminster,  a  list  ol  which  has  been  printed 


* 


*mt  ii  ;  tt-H  »f>i 


)0  1  il  ».  nl  iutf  la  //  1  iioi  v  i.ii  * 1 1 1 Ij J  •  1  iiivimr.  -Jill  ni 


TI1F  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


340 

by  Akthuk  Mkkkdyth  Borke,  F.S.A.,  and  published  by  Messrs.  Eyre  &  Spottiswood, 
l.td.,  only  out'  lliccss  will  is  found  and  two  adminstrations,  namely  : 

1603.  George  Higgs  Will  reference  433  “  Flsam  ”,  II,  87. 

i()0i.  Richard  Higgs  Admon.  ,,  V  27. 

if)()3.  Fdward  Higge  Admon.  ,,  VI 1 1 -60. 

I  hose  have  not  been  examined.  They  show,  however,  that  it  was  not  until  the 
seventeenth  century  that  any  branches  of  this  widespread  family  have  left  any  records 
ol  their  associations  with  Westminster. 

Quite  an  interesting  will  of  one  Roger  Higges,  or  Higgs,  Gentleman,  associated  with 
this  parish  at  this  period  is  to  be  found  in  the  calendar  of  wills  proved  in  the  Prerogative 
(  omt  oi  (  anterbury  at  Somerset  House,  London,  ib8i  (P.C.C.  “  North  ”,  fo.  59).  An 
abstract  of  this  will  is  as  follows  : 

Dining  the  life  ol  his  wife  Mary  Higgs,  she  was  to  hold  all  his  lands,  tenements, 
houses  and  buildings  situated  at  Charing  Cross  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin’s-in-the-Fields 
(within  the  ancient  parish  boundaries  ot  Westminster)  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  until 
their  sons  attained  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years.  Then  they  were'  to  allow  their 
mother  one  half  of  their  share  whilst  she  lived. 

lo  William  Higgs,  his  son,  and  his  heirs  for  ever  he  bequeathed  ”  All  his  land  at 
(  haring  (  ross,  which  was  in  the  occupation  of  one  Marc  ham  by  name,  and  the  Widow 
Ru  n  and  all  those  buildings  called  ‘  Hark  Fundings'  lying  behind  the  fields  aforesaid 
and  abutting  upon  the  High  Street  leading  from  Charing  Cross  to  St.  James’  on  the  North 
part,  upon  a  way,  or  passage,  leading  from  the  said  High  Street  to  severally  newly  built 
tenements  there  of  mee  the  said  Roger  Higgs  ;  on  the  West  part  upon  a  passage  leading 
hom  the  paved  court  there  of  mee  the  said  Roger  Higgs  to  Mr.  Heymore  on  the  South 
and  Fast  parts  .  11  his  son  William  Higgs  died  before  attaining  the  age  of  Jt  years 

or  without  lawful  issue  then  he  left  his  property  to  his  sons  Henry  Higgs  and  Charles 
Higgs  to  be  equally  divided  between  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever. 

lo  Hexra  Higgs,  his  son  and  his  heirs  for  ever  he  bequeathed  :  “  hive  messuages, 
01  tenements,  in  paved  Court  near  Charing  (ross  and  abutting,  upon  the  said  paved 
(  ourt  on  the  North  part  and  upon  Spring  Garden  on  the  South  part  ;  upon  a  stable  late' 
in  the1  occupation  of  John  Martin  on  the  West  part,  and  upon  Mr.  Heymore  there  on 
the  Fast  part,  containing  a  length  of  Four  Score  and  ten  feet  or  thereabouts”.  If  his 
son  Henry  died  before  attaining  21  years  of  age  then  the  property  was  to  he  equally 
divided  between  his  other  sons  William  Higgs  and  Charles  Higgs  and  their  heirs  for 
ever. 

1°  Charles  Higgs,  his  son,  and  his  heirs,  for  ever  he  bequeathed  :  ”  The  property 
purchased  by  him  from  Sir  William  Hot  i.tney,  Knt.,  and  two  tenements  and  buildings 
lying  behind  the  same,  situated  near  (haring  Cross  aforesaid  and  abutting  upon  the 
High  Stieet  leading  from  Charing  Cross  to  St.  Janies’  on  the  North  part  ;  upon  the  paved 
(  ourt  there  on  the  South  part  ;  upon  the  passage  leading  to  the  paved  Court  there  on 
the  Fast  part  and  upon  a  tenement  in  the  occupation  of  .  .  .  Morris  cm  the  West 

l)<l,t  If  his  son  Charles  Higgs  happened  to  die  before  attaining  the  age  of  21  years 
—  without  lawful  issue,  then  the  property  was  left  to  be  equallv  divided  between  his 
other  two  sons  William  Higgs  and  Henry  Higgs. 

He  bequeathed  to  his  Cousin  Simon  Higgs’  children  £50  to  he  equally  divided 
between  them. 

lo  the  children  of  W  illiam  Lucas  £5°  to  be  equally  divided  between  them. 

All  the  residue  of  his  estate  he  left  to  his  wife  Mary  Higgs  the  sole  executrix  of  his 
will.  He  appointed  his  father-in-law  Mr.  William  Dodson,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Landon, 
to  be  Overseers  of  his  will,  leaving  unto  each  £5  to  buy  a  ring. 

I  he  will  is  witnessed  by 

JOHN  SIBLEY,  Senior. 

THOMAS  CADWFLL. 

THOMAS  SIBLEY,  Junior. 

Dated  :  20  March,  1(107. 

1 ’roved  :  October,  1O81. 
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1  lie  question  arises:  Where  did  this  family  originate?  As  we  have  shown  in 
Chapter  V,  there  have  been  very  few  Higgses  of  the  baptismal  name  of  “  Roger 
Basildon  Parish  Registers  in  Berkshire  record  the  baptism  of  one,  4  November,  1547,  and 
another  8  hebruary,  15114,  and  yet  one  more  on  1  November,  1582,  the  last  Roger  Higgs 
being,  with  little  doubt,  the  Roger  recorded  there  as  marrying  Katherine  Widmer, 
-  November,  ibo8.  No  Roger  Higgs  is  recorded  as  having  been  buried  at  Basildon. 

It  is  possible  that  Roger  Higgs,  Gentleman,  of  Westminster,  settled  at  Charing  Cross 
irom  Basildon  in  Berks,  and  was,  perhaps,  a  son  of  Roger  Higgs  and  Katherin  Widmer. 
( )n  the  other  hand,  he  may  have  come  from  the  W  orcester 'branch  of  the  family  of  Higgs 
settled  in  Hartleborne,  as  one  Roger  Higgs  died  there  about  1601,  and  from  his  will, 
proved  in  that  year  (P.C.C.  “  Woodhall  ”,  fo.  32),  he  had  a  son  William  Higgs,  who  may 
have  been  the  lather  ol  Roger  Higgs  of  Charing  Cross.,  as  he  named  his  eldest  son 
William.  It  is  possible  also  that  he  was  the  Roger,  son  of  Roger  Higgs  of  Waltham 
Place,  Lord  of  the  Manor  ot  Windsor  in  Wkiltham,  Co.  Berks,  aged  14  in  1612  [vide 
Clianc.  Inq.  P.M.,  Ser.  2,  ccclxx,  35  and  ccclxxix,  58.) 

I  he  name  ol  "  Simon  Higgs  ”  as  a  “  cousin  ”  of  Roger  Higgs  of  Westminster  rather 
points  to  relationship  with  the  Gloucestershire  family,  as  only  in  that  county  have  we 
iound  this  baptismal  name  recorded  in  connection  with  the  Higgs  family  in  general, 
with  the  one  exception  of  Simon,  son  of  Oliver  Higgs,  who  was  baptized  at  Bisham, 
(  o.  Berks,  19  February,  1(114. 

Apparently  William,  the  eldest  son  of  Roger  Higgs  of  Charing  Cross,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Martin  s-in-the-b ields,  had  much  to  do  with  the  Charitable  Corporation  for  the 
Rebel  ol  the  Industrious  Poor  in  Westminster,  as  his  name  appears  in  connection  with 
several  cases  in  Chancery  in  connection  with  this  charitable  corporation  [vide  Higgs 
versus  Strangways,  7  December,  1724  (1749/53)  ;  Higgs  versus  Goruan,  9  October, 
1725  (I75I/3°)  i  and  Higgs  versus  Meres  (332/11),  22  October,  1729. 

(  harj.es  Higgs,  son  of  Roger  Higgs  ol  Charing  Cross,  appears  to  have  been  a  solicitor 
and  to  have  lived  at  Hampstead,  Co.  Middlesex,  vide  Norton  versus  Higgs,  17  November, 
L7d°  (8ji-5)-  In  another  Chancery  case,  Goodricke  versus  Higgs,  26  November, 
1742,  hi-  is  described  as  of  “  Clifford’s  Inn,  London,  but  afterwards  of  St.  Ann’s,  West¬ 
minster  ”.  A  number  of  wills  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  for  Higgses 
of  M  iddlesex,  and  of  London,  as  well  as  the  parish  registers  of  St.  Martin’s-in-the-Eields 
not  examined  would  no  doubt  give  a  good  deal  of  further  information  about  this 
family  of  Higgs. 


About  1750  in  the  parish  of  Westminster  were  living  James  and  Elizabeth  Higgs, 
who  became  the  ancestors  ol  a  family  ol  Higgses  well  known  as  musicians  in  London. 

1  hey  had  at  least  two  sons,  James  and  John.  John  was  witness  to  his  brother 
James’s  marriage  to  Elizabeth  ('aunt  at  St.  Margaret’s  Church,  Westminster,  (>  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1785.  James  Higgs  was  baptized  tit  St.  John’s,  Westminster,  4  November, 
I757>  so  was  in  his  twenty-eighth  year  when  he  married  ;  he  died  in  1837  (23  April). 
By  Ei.izabe  1 11  Gaunt,  his  wife,  he  had  six  sons,  and  the  names  of  “  William  ”,  “  H rnry  ” 
and  "  (  hari.es  ”  amongst  these  are  certainly  suggestive  of  the  descent  of  this  family 
horn  Roger  Higgs  of  Charing  Cross,  St.  Martin’s-in-the-Fields.  Their  family  of  six 
sons  and  one  daughter  tire  as  follows  : 

1.  John  Higgs,  horn  1785,  died  in  infancy. 

2.  James  Higgs,  horn  1787,  died  in  1784. 

3-  George  Higgs,  horn  1791,  died  in  1742. 

4.  William  Higgs,  horn  1744  (of  whom  later), 

5.  Henry  Higgs,  horn  1748,  died  in  171)7. 

(>.  Charles  Higgs,  horn  1748,  and  died  in  infancy. 

(1)  Elizabeth  Alice,  horn  1789  and  died  in  1811. 
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I  he  fourth  son,  William  Higgs,  born  in  1794,  became  a  Professor  of  Chemistry.  He 
inclined  twice,  Hist,  at  St.  Paul  s  Church,  Covent  Garden,  London,  to  Mary  Ann  Day 
by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  William  Higgs,  born  in  1820,  died  1857. 

(1)  Lucy,  bom  181b  and  died  in  1894. 

(2)  Elizabeth,  born  in  1818.  She  married,  but  died  without  issue  in  1874. 


By  his  second  wife,  Lydia  Day  (born  1796  and  died  1869),  whom  he  married  at  St. 
Mark’s  Church,  Kensington,  he  had  the  following  family  of  five  sons: 

2.  Marckli.us  Higgs,  born  1827  (of  whom  later). 

3-  J  ames  Higgs,  bom  1829.  Became  Doctor  of  Music  and  a  Professor  at  the  London 

University.  He  married  Augusta  Turno  Wkbb,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue. 

James  Higgs  died  in  1902,  and  his  widow  died  the  following  year. 

4-  Henry  Iiiomas  Higgs,  born  1831,  died  in  1833. 

5-  Iiiomas  Henry  Higgs,  born  about  1833,  died  1891. 

().  John  Roger  Higgs,  born  about  1835  and  died  in  1838. 

(Note  the  baptismal  name  of  “  Roger  ”. — W.  M.  II.) 

Returning  to  Marcellus  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  William  Higgs,  Professor  of 
Chemisti y,  and  the  eldest  son,  by  his  second  wife,  Lydia  Day  ;  he  was  born  in  1827,  and 
became  a  Professor  ol  Music  (like  his  younger  brother  James).  He  married,  at  Holy 
Trinity  Church,  Brompton  (c.  1852),  Clara  Eliza  Tomlin  (born  1829;  she  died  1876), 
and  by  her  had  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 


1.  Marcellus  Higgs,  bom  1853.  died  in  infancy  1854. 

2.  Henry  Marcellus  Higgs,  bom  in  1855  (of  whom  later). 

(1)  Clara,  born  185b.  She  became  the  wife  of  James  Munro  Cowan. 


Marcellus  Higgs’s  wife,  Clara  Eliza,  died  in  1876,  and  about  1878  he  married 
secondly  Elizabrih  Olive  Willeit,  at  Brockley  (born  1861),  by  whom  he  had  one  son 
and  one  daughter  : 

3.  Arthur  Marcellus  Higgs,  born  1879. 

(2)  Olive  Marcella  Higgs,  born  1880. 

Henry  Marcellus  Higgs,  the  second  son  ol  Prof.  Marcellus  Higgs  and 
C  lara  Elizabeth  J'omlin,  his  first  wife,  married  Emmelin  Agnes  Meates  at  Holy 
1  rinity  (  liurcli,  Pimlico  (she  was  born  in  1852).  By  her  he  has  the  following  family 
(three  sons  and  four  daughters)  : 

1.  William  Clapham  Marcellus  Higgs,  born  21  September,  1881. 

2.  Sidney  Marcellus  Higgs,  born  17  May,  1883. 

3.  Ernest  Henry  Marcellus  Higgs,  bom  17  August,  1886,  died  1896. 

(1)  Irene  Emmeline  Marcella,  born  2  April,  1880. 

(2)  Ethel  Florence  Gertrude,  born  18  January,  1885. 

(3)  Mabel  Lucy,  bom  1888,  died  at  birth. 

(4)  Margaret  Harriet,  born  27  May,  1888. 

Henry  Marcellus  Higgs,  like  his  father  Marcellus,  and  his  uncle,  Dr.  James 
Higgs,  became  a  Professor  of  Music. 


•.*!»•  /  IIM,  l  IHF 


n  I)  Y i.t!  AMV.I  >-  >1#  <•  '  ' 

.  >  luodi.  ino<l  /mk  ill  *ami>hT 

- 

.  .  ■  .  .  1  *  :  i  i-i  i«aM 

. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  MIDDLESEX 


343 


There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  family  is  descended  from  Roger  Higgs,  Gentleman, 
of  Charing  Cross,  who  died  about  1681. 

Another  branch  of  this  family  may  have  been  the  Higgs  family  ot  the  parish  of  St. 
John,  in  Westminster,  who  carried  on  an  extensive  business  as  barge  owners  and  lighter¬ 
men  upon  the  river.  1  liree  generations  of  this  family  can  be  gathered  from  the  wills 
ol  William  Higgs  of  this  parish  (1767,  P.C.C  .  “  Legard  ”,  fo.  53),  and  of  his  son  John 
Higgs,  of  the  same  parish,  1782  (P.C.C. ,  25  May,  “  Gosling  ”,  fo.  232). 

William  Higgs  left  by  his  wife  Mary  a  son,  John  Higgs,  to  whom  he  bequeathed 
all  his  barges,  lighter’s  craft  and  boats  on  the  river  and  £50.  He  also  had  several 
daughters,  as  he  left  to  Mary  Higgs,  his  daughter,  £100  of  Bank  Annuities.  To  his 
daughter  Elizaheth,  the  wife  of  John  Broughton,  he  left  £100  in  trust  of  Nehkmiaii 
Toms,  his  son-in-law-.  To  Mary  Higgs,  his  wife,  he  left  the  interest,  dividends  and  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  sum  of  £300  Consolidated  Bank  Annuities,  or  in  whatsoever  other  stock 
or  fund  the  sum  of  £300  stands  in  his  name,  and  after  her  decease  this  was  to  go  to  his 
daughter,  Lydia,  wife  of  Nehkmiaii  Toms.  William  Higgs,  dying  in— or  about 
1767,  was  succeeded  in  the  lighterman’s  business  by  his  son  John  Higgs,  who  married 
Hannah — ■ — ,  by  whom  he  had  at  least  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  William  Higgs. 

2.  John  Higgs. 

(1)  Lydia. 

(2)  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Green. 

Io  his  son  William  he  left  a  special  Silver  Cup  which  was  to  be  an  heirloom.  This 
was  no  doubt  a  C  up  won  by  him  in  the  boat  races  which  took  place  upon  the  Thames 
at  W  estminster  and  Lambeth  each  year,  and  lrom  its  name  was  one  presented  by  H.R.H. 
I  he  Prince  oj  Wales.  1  he  following  is  the  extract  from  John  Higgs’s  will  in  reference 
to  this  Cup  : 

"I  will  and  direct  that  my  said  Son  William  Higgs  shall  have  the  use  of  my  Silver 
C  up  called  1  he  Prince  of  Wales  Cup  for,  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  and 
from  and  after  his  decease  then  my  mind  and  will  is  that  my  said  cup  shall  descend  to 
my  next  Male  heir  by  the  name  of  Higgs  for  his  use  for  and  during  the  term  of  his  natural 
life  and  so  to  descend  and  go  from  Male  heir  to  Male  heir  by  the  name  of  Higgs  for  ever  ”. 


(It  would  be  interesting  to  know  just  where  this  Cup  is  in  the  twentieth  century. — 
W.  M.  H.) 

lo  his  daughter  Lydia,  John  Higgs  bequeathed,  after  his  wife  Hannah’s  decease, 
his  ”  Silver  Porringer”,  and  to  his  daughter  Mary,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Green,  his  ”  silver 
table  and  tea  spoons  ”. 

He  left  his  business  to  his  sons  William  and  John  Higgs. 

He  mentions  in  his  will  his  “  kinsman  ”  Richard  Broughton,  leaving  to  him  £5 
and  a  suit  of  mourning. 

All  the  residue  ol  his  estate  he  left  to  be  equally  divided  amongst  the  surviving 
members  of  his  family,  together  with  £200. 

His  legacy  to  his  wife  Hannah  was  ”  The  Interests  and  Dividends  of  £300  3%  Con¬ 
solidated  Reduced  Bank  Annuities,  also  the  Interests  and  Dividends  of  the  sum  of  £500 
4%  ITtnk  Annuities  ”,  which  after  her  death  were  to  be  equally  divided  between  his 
children. 

His  friend  Richard  Minshui.l,  Gentleman,  of  Millbank  Street,  Westminster,  is 
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b“r^;^,ri,h  W,LL,AM  H,,iGS'  hlS  SOn'  H“  HlGGS-  his  Wife,  was  to 

John  Higgs  was  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  St.  Margaret’s  Church,  Westminster, 
*  t<OI(  mk  °  lls  U1  •  llllnal  tablet  to  his  wife  is  to  be  seen  in  this  church. 

AJiSTKACT'  Oh'  TH F  WI IX  OF  HEPHZIBAH  HIGGS  (Widow)  ok  the  Par,sh  ok 

^  I  .  M  A  K(i  A RE 1  ,  \\  I  IS  l  .M  1 NSTEK 

l)aleA  31  August,  1744;  proved  by  affidavit  25  September,  1754  (P.C.C.  “  Pinfold  ” 
Jo.  251).  J  ' 

1 0  ^er  "  Good  and  worthy  friend  Mrs.  Peck  /To  ”. 

in  tte  f,“!'wh^w;inU:’"et'  ",iS  S,"in  ami"l’ecu]iar  will,  though  she  refers  to  one 

'■  An.l  now  my  dear  and  good  child  I  leave  you  to  the  care  of  Heaven  witli  this  satis- 

V  ,  IV  ;  ymi  W1  ‘lo  -v""r  ,ll“y  to  (iod  ami  Man,  and  hope  that  you  will  never  let 
}<nn  allection  swav  your  reason  ’. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HAMPSTEAD. 

AHSIKACi  oj;  JHli  WILL  Oh  EDWARD  HIGGS  ok  Hampstead  in  the  County  ok 
ILckstkk  )  ’  ANI>  °F  HlCESTE1<  1N  Tm';  County  of  °xon.  (Vide  Higgs  Family  ok 

Paled  U)  September,  1724  ;  proved  (P.C.C.  " Richmond  ”,fo.  209.) 

Edward  Higgs  lc*it  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  Higges  42 so 
He  bequeathed  : 

I  o  his  mother  Rebecca  Higges  /  jo. 

I  o  his  nephew  Edward  Higges  5  guineas. 

Li  his  niece  Mary  Higges  2  guineas. 

I  o  his  cousin  Elizabeth  Cox  and  to  her  son  John  Cox,  i  guinea  each, 
lo  Ins  wife  s  sister  Ann  Leason  5  guineas. 

Io  his  wife  Bridget,  all  the  residue  of  his  estate,  and  left  her  sole  executrix  of  his 
will,  which  was  witnessed  by  Thomas  Lane,  John  Waters  and  T.  Fowke. 

the  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  ST.  BOTOLPH’S  PARISH,  BISHOPS  GATE. 

1  10111  tlR‘  Nvil1  of  one  Samuel  Higgs,  baker  and  citizen  of  London,  dated  7  January 
.I74m  and,,,)rovcd  111  APril>  J743  (P.C.C.  “  Boycott  ”,  lo.  n5)  it  is  gathered  that  he  left 
y  MAln  Jll(j(,s-  Ins  wife,  two  sons,  Samuel  Higgs  and  Toovey  Higgs,  to  whom  he  left 
£;5()  L‘ach-  1  0  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  John  Fames  of  Hampstead  (baker), 
he  bequeathed  Ins  property,  and  also  makes  mention  in  his  will  of  another  daughter 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Ralph  Palmer,  also  a  baker.  He  left  his  wife  Mary  sole  executrix’ 
and  his  will  was  witnessed  by  Edward  Gross,  Richard  Walsh  and  John  Knight. 

Prom  the  will  of  Toovey  Higgs  of  St.  Botolph’s  parish,  son  of  the  above  Samuel 

k.os  (proved  P.C.C.  “  Bellas  ”,  fo.  495),  11  December,  177b,  a  little  more  is  learned  of 
this  lamily. 

l  ie  apparently  died  a  bachelor.  He  left  to  his  mother  Mary  Higgs  live  guineas,  and 
to  his  niece,  Martha,  daughter  of  his  brother  Samuel,  and  Mary  Higgs,  his  wife,  of 
St.  Botolph  s,  live  guineas.  He  bequeathed  several  small  legacies  to  the  following: 
ilis.  Baieman  ol  Bunhill  Row;  Mrs.  Wright;  Mr.  Robert  Buttervvorth  ;  Mr. 
Robinson;  Mrs.  Brocden,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Bkogdkn  ;  and  Mrs.  Kirkman,  wife  of 
Mr.  1  homas  Kirkman. 
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PEDIGREE  <y HIGGS  ^NEWNHAh  Co. NO RTH AM PTO N^o/LI NCOLN SHIRE 

o9n  llwTtecordsof  IJieBoRouQHof  Northampton/,  hy the 7?ev.  J. C Varies Com I L 1).  ES.A  it  is  stated 
ori  page  50-  Between  1694*  1 77  l  (he  Aldermen  oflloPTHAMpmN  used  to  meet  at  lhe  various 
Ivns  and  Coffee  houses,  and  among  these  they  7nehatthe  Coffeehouse  hef  t  hij ^VMlu/snHigbs 


Joossibly  an  ancestor  of  ■ 

Note:  J/ns pedigree  las  been 
deduced from Jo  only 
records.  Jhe  Parish ' 
registers  have  no/ teen 
examined,  w.m.h. 


r - - -  -X 

'THOMAS'A^SUSANNAH  'samueh 


JAMES  HIGG SoJ 

Ney/NHBM,  in  lhe  County 
of  NORTHAMPTON 

he  was  employed  on  the 
road  maintenance 
between  Weldon  and 
JJAV ENTRY 


-  Sarah . 

Tnar:  about  1  '/90 


Si/ 123 


HIGGS 
horn  at 
Newnham 
2sI)ec  1791 
Sell  led  in 
lhe  USf\  i  ri 

1832 


v 


Reynolds  Higgs  ibaseley 

Sister  to  died  1880  <3  widow  with 

Samuel  Reynolds  y  children 

of  Bristol  Hlo  ihetnd  whose  WmdmilUt 
wif  s  of  3am  es  H  i  C)  g  s  Ashby St Ledgers 
She  died  1 879 ad. 82 .  Cb.  Northampton 

Jaimes  Higgs  man- 
clged..  ter  maiden 


F 

THE  OLD  7'OLLGATE 

House  nor  h/amptocv 

ylh  son 

tom  at  NeWNHAM 
24XDEC.1799 

JioleiOhe  old 

Obligate  Obi  is  c, 

stood  on  the  site 

710W  0ccuf1.ed.hg 

| - 1 — — -  - the  A'/ngsley  Fork 

JA^es  ‘Henry  1  Elizabeth  1  Hannah  fotcl.northamp-idn 

1  k  i  -  -  "JAMESJL6G5 


- L_ _ _  .  • .  •  I  .  9 

=rOAMES  HIGGS=f  ELIZABETH 

ed  SvviMAl  pip  3dau?/Ae 


Vide:H  1G6S  of  UTICA  ity. 


name  was-' 
1REYNOIDS 


HIGGS  HIGGS 

homlSFzOdTI  /veFniiam 
died  in  1913  h.  ioMarch 


aged  g/  at 
Crantham.  Cb. 

//NCOLN 


1828 

died  at 

Newnham 

1^9. 


Torn27ApR J823..  born.  3  Sept  1825- 
died  agsi ,  >boubl6,  died.  at  ScaedWell  (f'CddJT 
dtp/)/  L/N C TON.  aged  abouE  'fS  energy  » 

IWlLLIAMTTlGGSf 


°J 

F/h Eton  Northampton 
lessee  ojOollfrites 

tom :  19  July  1830 

bnratCrr.  Houghton 

Lb.  N A!  HANTS, 
dud  about |8/6 


IW1LLIAM  HIGGS  'JAMES  HIGGS 

of Wings  bury,  n  r 

TAM  WORTH  172  the 

County  of  Warwick 

horn-. . 

eked  I  8  7  A 

he  predeceased  Ins 
Calk t  WlLLI  AM 
Tl  1 005  cf  E/nedon 
Co.  Northampton 

<D  © 


"I  SAMUEL 

HIGGS 

bom  d'l July 

1835 

died  in 

S/only 

Australia 


SWING LER  ,  . 

youngestof 

Store //(BANrfhn}edwe 
the  wife  of  ~ 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  OXFORDSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BANBURY. 

In  the  north  corner  of  Oxfordshire,  between  the  counties  of  Warwick  and  Northampton, 
and  ( lose  by  the  Northamptonshire  border,  is  situated  the  old  town  of  Banbury,  made 
famous  by  the  cakes  of  that  name  since  the  year  1608.  There  once  existed  a  fine  old 
castle,  built  in  1125,  ol  which  only  a  few  fragments  of  its  ruin  remain,  and  the  ancient 
cioss  inunoi  talized  in  nursery  rhyme,  which  once  existed  here,  has  long  since  disappeared. 
Banbury  is  now  a  municipal  borough  and  market  town  on  the  Cherwell,  about 
I'd  teen  miles  north  of  Bicester,  in  this  county,  and  its  chief  industries  are  the 
manufacturing  of  agricultural  implements,  sacking,  ropes,  bricks  and  tiles,  also  malting 
and  brewing. 

It  was  here  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  a  family  of  the  name 
of  Edens  lesided  ,  in  lact  a  (  barter  having  been  granted  to  the  Borough  of  Banbury, 
in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  James  of  England,  one  Edward  Edens  was  town 
clerk,  whilst  one  Martin  Eden  was  one  of  the  two  Sergeants  of  the  Mace.  What  relation 
to  these  men  was  one  Nicodkmus  Edens  of  Banbury  the  writer  does  not  know,  but  in 
his  sei  vice,  evidently  of  a  close  and  confidential  nature,  was  one  Roger  Higgs,  who 
died  about  1610,  and  by  his  will,  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  that 
>eai  (  Wingfield  ,  fo.  90),  left  money  to  charities  and  to  the  children  of  Nicodkmus 
Edens.  Ibis  Roger  Higgs  was  a  son  of  Richard  Higgs  living  in  Oxfordshire,  whose 
will  is  dated  20  March,  1592.  ail(l  was  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Oxford, 
24  April,  1593  (Arch.  Oxon.  ,  ser.  I,  vol.  xii,  lo.  228).  Roger  Higgs  apparently  had 
110  issue,  for  none  is  mentioned  by  him  in  his  will.  He  had  three  brothers,  William, 
Richard  and  I  homas,  and  two  sisters,  Margaret,  w'ho  became  the  wife  of  Richard 
Bn  kin gham  of  South  Newnton,  Oxon  (by  whom  she  had  a  son,  Anthony  Buckingham), 
and  Elizabeth,  who  married  Francis  Athpole  of  Barford,  Oxfordshire. 

Richard  Higgs  married  and  had  two  sons,  William  Higgs  and  Timothy  Higgs, 
and  one  daughter  Anna. 

1  homas  Higgs  married,  and  by  his  wife  Katherine  had  a  son  Francis  Higgs  and 
a  daughter  Phillippa  ;  to  each  of  these  Roger  Higgs  left  money. 

1  he  Banbury  Parish  Register  dates  from  1558.  This  has  not  been  examined  and 
might  throw  more  light  upon  this  family,  which  probably  settled  in  Oxfordshire,  from 
Basildon  in  Berks. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BICESTER. 

A  family  of  Higgses  was  settled  in  this  place  early  in  the  eighteenth  century  if  not 
before,  as  is  proven  by  the  will  ol  one  Rebecca  Higgs,  a  widow,  who  died  about  1728. 
{mile  P.C.C.  Will  “  Brook  ",  fo.  149,  1728).  Rebecca  Higgs  had  two  sons,  William 
1  Iiggs  and  Edward  1  Iiggs  ;  the  former  married  and  had  a  son  Edward  Higgs,  mentioned 
in  his  grandmothers  will,  and  a  daughter  Mary;  the  latter  also  married,  and  left  a 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Bridget,  or  Beige  i  t,  Higgs,  daughter-in-law  of  Rebecca  Higgs,  was  executor  to 
Rebecca’s  will.  Rebecca  Higgs  mentions  a  grandson  Richard  Winrow,  and  a 
granddaughter  Rebecca  Winrow  ;  she  also  makes  mention  of  “  Mary,  the  wife  of 
John  Higgs’’. 

1  he  Bicester  Parish  Registers  commence  in  1558  (vide  Higgs  family  of  Hampstead, 
(  o.  Middlesex). 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BURFORD. 

Burford  is  a  town  in  Oxfordshire,  just  over  the  Gloucestershire  border,  about 
seven  miles  from  Witney,  and  about  ten  miles  north  to  north-west  of  Farringdon,  in 
Berkshire.  This  place  has  been  associated  with  a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  from  the 
early  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  One  William  Higgs,  mentioned  in  the  ‘  History 
of  Burford',  written  by  W.  j.  Mond  in  1891  (to.  41)  of  this  place  bequeathed  legacies 
to  the  poor  of  Burford,  and  to  the  Church,  and  willed  to  be  buried  “  in  the  Chapel  of  our 
Lady  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Burford  before  the  West  Window  ”.  This  was  in  1 544 • 
His  will,  or  rather  an  extract  from  same,  reads  as  follows  : 


1544- 

William  Higgs  of  Burford  bequeaths  his  body  to  be  buried  in  the  Chapel  of  our 
Lady  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Burford  aforesaid  before  the  West  Window  in  the  same 
Chapel,  lie  bequeathed  to  the  Mother  Church  of  Oxon.  iiij</.  |qT]  ;  to  the  High  Alter 
in  the  aforesaid  Church  iiiji/.  [4*/.]  ;  for  the  maintenance  of  the  bells  in  the  said  (  hurcli 
i i j s .  iiiji/.  [4/4]  ;  then  unto  the  reparation  of  the  said  Church  where  need  is  vjs.  viij</.  [b/8]. 
He  then  bequeathed  the  sum  of  xviij.s.  viijT  [18/8J  “  To  bring  me  to  my  burying  ”.  He 
then  willed  unto  Thomas  Whitehead  xxd.  [2od.]  to  pray  for  him  ;  and  to  every  priest 
in  the  Church  xik/.  [12T]  ;  and  the  residue  of  his  estate  was  to  be  dealt  amongst  the 
poor  folk  “  For  to  pray  for  me  Then  he  willed  that  there  was  to  be  xxx  dozen  of 
“  Half-penny  bread  ”  to  be  “  dealt  out  at  my  moneth’s  mynde  (monthly  anniversary 
of  his  burial)  unto  poor  people  and  “  iij  (3]  quartern  of  malt  made  in  wholesome  drink  to  be 
given  to  the  poor  people  at  the  same  time  ”.  He  then  bequeathed  unto  iiij  4  poor  men 
iiij  [4j  "  Cotes  [Coats]  to  everv  one  of  them  one  made  ready  to  put  on  at  my  burial,  to 
bear  iiij  [4]  torches,  and  the  said  iiij  men  to  be  every  Sunday  in  their  cotes  at  the  High 
Mass  so  carrying,  if  it  may  be  conveniently  without  any  other  pediment  at  the  sight  of 
the  Churchwardens  and  others  of  the  Parish  ”. 


From  this  early  will  we  get  some  idea  of  what  ideas  and  customs  were  prevalent 
before  the  Reformation.  What  his  social  position  was  there  is  no  indication,  save  that 
lie  was  a  benefactor  to  the  poor,  according  to  the  custom  of  his  time.  One  hundred  years 
and  more  later  we  find  Thomas  Higgks  of  Colesbourne  in  Gloucestershire,  Esqre.,  and 
Lord  of  the  Manor  of  that  place,  owning  a  house  in  Burford,  which  he  left  by  his  will, 
proved  in  1O72  (P.(  .(  .  “  Eure  ”,  fo.  16),  to  his  wife  Mary,  the  daughter  ol  Sir  John 
Bkknaki),  and  aftei  her  decease  this  house  was  left  to  his  son  Bernard  Higgs,  though 
he  is  not  mentioned  by  name  in  the  will,  other  than  by  his  “  child  ”.  Bernard  Higgs 
was  his  only  surviving  child  at  the  time  of  his  decease  ( vide.  Higgs  Family  of  (  oles- 
bourne,  Co.  Gloucester).  How  long  this  property  at  Burford  remained  in  this  family 
we  do  not  know.  It  is  possible  that  it  had  descended  to  the  Higgs  family  of  t  olesbourne 
from  the  William  Higgs  of  Burford,  who  died  in  1 544 • 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  CROWMARSII  GIFFORD  AND  NEWNHAM  MURREN. 

About  one  mile  east  of  Wallingford,  in  Berkshire,  on  the  Oxford  bank  of  the  River 
Thames,  and  about  four  miles  from  South  Stoke,  lies  the  little  village  of  C  rowmarsh 
Gilford,  long  associated  with  a  branch  of  Higgses,  who  settled  in  this  place  from  South 
Stoke.  Newnham  Murren,  another  village  only  about  a  mile  away,  was  settled  by  this 
branch  of  the  family  about  the  same  time.  John  Higgs,  the  elder,  ol  South  Stoke  (will 
proved  1624,  ‘Arch.  Oxon.'),  who  married  Alice:  Gh.hert  at  South  Stoke  2  July,  1 57 1  • 
and  who  was  a  ”  kinsman”  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  (vide  ‘MS.  Rawlinson,’ 
0.  421,  Bodleian  Library,  Oxford),  left  at  least  two  sons  and  lour  daughters  : 
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i.  William  Hkh.s  (of  whom  later). 

John  Higgs,  who  by  his  wife  Joane  had  one  son  : 
i-  .John  I Iiggs,  who  married  I  \\t  ('iirim 

(1)  Ann. 

(2)  Mary. 

(j)  Sr san. 

(-})  Sarah. 

(A e/G  -It  was  one  of  these  daughters  who  married  Henrik  Hervey  who  had  a 
>  ^  lh-'S  <*vor  wind,  ^’1“? 

rccmuilm, . .  S  as  rmmle‘l  in  01ia|>tc,  III.  to  make  a 

at  No»i!nn,HMi<iS'  "YJder  S°"  01  J°"N'  "l<;<is  and  Aucl;  <'"'-«KKT.  Ills  wife,  settled 
a  Nt  william  Murmi,  after  marrying  4  March,  1621,  at  South  Stoke,  Joane  Kfai  f  of 

■  ham  Mutien,  His  will  was  proved  in  that  year  (P.C.C.  Russell",  fo.  45)  He  was 
i‘  ljl“|-0«'"‘'1  ■“  Hewnhain  Mnrren,  South  Stoke,  Woodcoie  and  Crowmarsh <1  lford  and 
and  n,  al  these  garrshes  ,0  Ins  elder  son  Wtu.kut,  whilst  his  younger  son  John 

kV  ,  id  ‘T1  111  S,mtl1  S,oka.  Newnham  Murren  and  Crowmarsh Milford  He 

■  i'Z c  IT  ;  Y  H  VUkY'  t",Wl,,ml  '«*  &*>>  (*)  Saka.  to  whom 

11  '  UH  '00,  and  (4)  Audi,  to  whom  her  father  bequeathed  a  like  sum. 

Join  Hums,  the  younger  son,  married  Do, tor, tv  Siikkhki.o,  by  whom  he  left  upon 
Ins  decease  about  1647  (wall  proved  P.C.f.  ••  bines”,  fo.  t  H,  dated  ,(,4,)  four  sons  and 
<’iu“  daughter,  at  least,  as  follows  :  ’ 

'  "  citZl'Inl  V  thli  cl,ltw  'vh,°  inherited  all  his  father’s  lands  hi  Crowmarsh 
C  l  o  d  and  Newnham  Murren  and  marrying  left  a  son  John  Hums  who  married 
>AKAI1  Hietl  about  i7.it>  (of  whom  later). 

' *s!tv!!!‘ oTl  o‘e  P,‘  A'1  ■"  Rci,lli"K.  ill  Berkshire,  and  entered  the 

.  '■‘•a-.xam-:  Just  in  what  capacity  he  served  the  B:  wmut  family 

is  not  known  possibly  as  Bailill  or  Steward  ;  it  is  evident,  however,  that  he  was 
on  v""s  0  intimate  blemish, p  with  the  family.  I.auv  Kosi:  Ih.w.KAVi  was  a 
1  I, less  ",  Ins  wall  (proved  m  it, 70,  P.C.f.  ”  Penn  ”,  fo.  ,20).  and  he  left  the  sun, 
o  40s.  to  purchase  a  Memorial  king  for  her  l.adyship.  Apparently  by  his  wife 
to  whom  l,e  let!  (.400  he  had  no  ehildren,  as  he  makes  no  mention  of  any 

lls."1  ll  "as  hurled  at  headmg,  41  August,  1O70  (rule  Registers,  St  .Mary's 
(  lnirclb  Heading).  He  left  £80  to  His  father. 

->•  Barton  Higgs,  to  whom  his  brother  John  left  fw 
4-  Bar  j  holo.mew  Higgs. 

(l)  1  ^ Aston  V '  l°  NVh°ni  lK‘r  futher  lo,t  il5<>'  Shc  became  the  wife  of  -  Fov  of  Staple 

William  Higgs  of  (Yowmarsli  Gilford  and  Newnham  Murren,  as  shown  above,  left 
a  Min  John  Higgs,  yeoman,  ol  (  rowmarsh  Gilford  and  Newnham  Murren  Ibis  John 
h.c.s  dated  Ins  will  5  January,  1.729  and  it  was  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of 
\  ok  50  April ,  17  jj.  He  left  all  Ins  freeholds  in  Crowmarsh  Gifford  and  Newnham 
Mim-en  to  ins  wile  Sarah,  by  whom  he  had  at  least  one  son  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  William  Higgs. 

(1)  Mary  Higgs,  spinster,  mentioned  in  both  her  father  and  mother  s  wills  (her 

mothers  will  was  dated  ib  May,  1744,  ‘Arch.  Berks',  keg.  2  j,  fo.  1) 

(2)  Martha.  -so.  / 

(j)  Llizauktii,  who  became  the  wife  of  Richard  Goon  m  1 
(4)  Sarah. 

John  Higgs  and  Sarah,  his  wife,  moved  from  Crowmarsh  Gilford  and  settled  at 
Wallingford,  m  Berkshire,  where  they  ended  their  days.  The  will  of  Sarah  Higgs 
Ins  wile,  reads  as  follows  : 
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A  BSTRACT. 

i0  May,  i  /J3- 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen  :  I,  Sarah  Higgs  of  Wallingford,  Berks  Widow  I 
give  to  my  daughter  Mary  Hh;<;s,  spinster,  three  acres  of  land  in  Newnham  Croft'  in 
Newnliam  Murren,  (o.  Oxford,  lately  purchased  by  my  late  husband  joiis  Higgs  from 
John  WiLL.won  ;  b  acres  m  the  “  Kitchmg  field”  in  Crowmarsh  Gifford  •  two  cow 
commons  and  one  acre  in  “  Churchfield  ”  purchased  by  him  of  William  Manly  •  - 

acres  m  “  (  robrookc  in  Crowmarsh  ;  part  of  acres' purchased  by  Wiu  iam  I  Ii’ggs 
father  of  my  said  late  husband,  of  Mattiikw  Clakkl.  To  my  daughter  Elizaih  i  ii 
wife  of  Kiciiard  C.oodali  ,  a  messe  m  Crowmarsh,  in  the  occupation  of  |<>iin  Win  mot r 
etc.  My  said  daughter  Mary,  Sole  Executrix. 

....  X  The  mark  of  SARAH  HfC.tiS. 

\\  ltnesses  : 

CORN  FI. IHS  NORTON. 

J.  GREENWOOD. 

ANN  SAPPIN. 


Pioved  at  Oxlord  i 7  July,  17.TJ,  by  the  executrix 


named 


Register 


•2d 


fo  1,  Arch.  I  Jerks 


.About  this  time  Jam  ms  Higgs,  Gentleman,  son  of  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
by  Mary  (  omul,  Ins  wife,  and  grandson  of  Barton  11k, gs  of  South  Stoke  by  hi  manor 
\\  lilSTLMK,  his  wife,  was  Mayor  of  Wallingford. 

As  will  have  been  noted  in  Chapter  HI,  there  were  other  families  of  I  Iiggsks,  all 
branches  of  the  South  Stoke  family,  settled  in  Crowmarsh  Gilford  and  Newnham  Murren, 
and  many  are  the  members  of  the  family  who  lie  buried  in  the  churchyards  of  these 
two  places.  1  he  registers  of  (row-marsh  Giflord  commence  in  1575,  and  of  Newnham 
Murren  in  1678.  Neither  of  these  parish  registers  have  been  examined  for  Higgs 
entries,  or  the  descendants  of  these  families. 


THE  HIGGS 


ENTRIES  IN  THE  PARISH 
SOUTH  STOKE,  OR 


REGISTERS  OE  ST.  ANDREW’S  (  1ICKCH 
STOKE  ABBAS,  OXON. 


II  Cl/t/m^S, 


1558. 


1507. 
1571  • 


1585. 


1  boo. 
1  ( )oo. 


I  (>07. 
1(114. 

I  (>2  I . 

1628. 


L557-  *850  : 


20  Oct. 

4  May.* 
2  Julie.* 

7  June. 

4  Oct . 

24  Non-. 

22  Sept. 

i(>  Oct. 

4  Mar. 


Nicholas  Higgs  and  Mary  Barton  (something  indecipherable 
added  by  another  hand. 

Nicholas  Hu, cl  and  Margakktk  (Whitllly  ?). 

John  Hk.gl  and  Auer.  Gii.blkt. 

(A  ole.  Between  157.J  and  1 5 7^ ’  the  husbands  ol  four 
entries  are' obliterated.  W.  M.  H.) 

(iRii'i  i  1  ii  Higgl  ol  South  Stoke  and  Sara  Paynl  of  the  parish 
of  Cavershain  (Oxon.).  Married  at  Caversliam. 

Joiix  Higgl.  of  the  parish  of  Whitchurch  and  Eli/.abiih 
Ei.ioi  1  of  this  parish. 

John  Higgl,  the  son  of  John  Higgs  of  the  parish  of  South 
Stoke,  and  Christian  Stills  of  the  parish  of  South  Morton, 
wydow.  I  his  is  that  John  Hk.gl:  by  whom  together  with 
John  \\  n  ldlr  was  gotten  to  the  (veelioos  ?)  of  the  church 
that  money  (with  ?)  more  wherewith  this  booke  was  bought 
as  in  another  place  sayd  and  recorded. 

Barton  Higgl  of  this  parish  and  Ellanok  Whistllk  of  the 
parish  of  Goring. 

John  Cj.arkl  and  Susan  Higgl:, 

William  Higgs  of  Newnham  Murren  and  Joanl  Klali:  of 
Chipping  II Hey  were  marryed  here. 

Hlnry  Bristow'  of  the  parish  of  North  Stoke  and  Mary  Higgl 
of  this  parish  were  maried  uppon  .  .  .  (no  date  given). 


*  J’lobahiv  ;i  cousin  ol  N iciioi.a.s,  w  ho  marned  M.\k\  li.vkio.N. 
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n>33- 

24  — 

1(138. 

?  10  Jan. 

i  (>48. 

21  May 

lbbo. 

22  Oct. 

1(1(12. 

22  May 

Henry  B -  of  Hackburne  (Hagborn)  and  Sarah  Higgs  of 

this  parish.  (?  Henry  Barton.) 

John  Baker  and  Ann  Higgs  .  .  .  (part  torn  away). 

John  Higgs,  Senior,  and  Alice  Cluett,  both  of  South  Stoke 
were  ioyned  in  matrimony 

Richard  Wilder  and  Alice  Higgs  “  both  of  this  parish  of 
South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  wer  ioyned  in  matrimony  ”. 

Barton  Higgs  “  inn  ”  (Junior)  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  and  • 
Mary  Combe  of  Milton,  Berks,  were  married  at  Aston,  Berks. 


(  KOWMAKSU  (ilEFORl)  ('lIUKOI,  OXFORDSHIRE,  WHERE  MANY  MEMBERS  OF  THE  I  I IGGS  FAMILY 

WERE  INTERRED. 

(From  a  drawing  made  on  the  spot  and  on  zinc  by  H.  1-:.  Keltoii.) 


l6()2. 

21  July. 

1065. 

17  April 

!()()(). 

28  Jan. 

1  f  )(>(). 

2b  April. 

F»73- 

22  Sept. 

I (r)2. 

13  Oct. 

1  <»94- 

ib  May. 

1696, 

25  Oct. 

Leonard  Higgs  of  Bassleton  (Basildon),  Berks  and  Martha 
Cartar  (Charter)  of  Moulsford,  Berks,  were  ioyned  in  Matri¬ 
mony  at  Moulsford  Church. 

William  higs  (Higgs)  and  Anne  Harwood  of  Goring. 

Richard  Higgs  and  Rac  hel  “buckkidge  ”  (Bcckekidge)  wer 
married  at  Woodcot  Chapel. 

Simon  Neale  ol  Great  Milten  and  Sarah  “higgs”  (Higgs)  of 
this  parish. 

William  Middleton  of  Brytwell,  Co.  Berks,  and  Sara  Higgs, 
wide!.,  of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxon.,  wvaro  married  at  Streatly. 

1'homas  Steeds  and  Fstiier  Higc.s. 

1  homas  (surname  omitted)  and  Martha  Hicks. 

John  Higgs  and  Mary  Harding.  ( Vide  illustration  of  their 
Marriage  Settlement  given  in  Chapter  Ill.  W.  M.  11.) 
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1698. 

1709. 

1 7J3- 
l725- 

29  Sept. 

30  Oct. 

5  Nov. 

26  Dec. 

I757- 

21  Feb. 

1761. 

31  Mar. 

1762. 

16  Oct. 

17^5- 

18  Nov. 

17(17. 

23  Feb. 

1771. 

2  Oct. 

1771. 

7  Nov. 

1781. 

3i  Jan. 

1785- 

21  Nov. 

178(1. 

18  Dec. 

1787. 

5  July. 

1788. 

26  May. 

1803. 

26  Nov. 

1804. 

4  June. 

1812. 

23  Nov. 

1821. 

5  May. 

1823. 

23  Oct. 

1829. 

25  June. 

Baptisms, 

L572. 

L575- 

L577- 

1578. 

1580. 

1583. 

1557-1850 

1  Feb. 

5  Mar. 

9  April. 
28  Mar. 
'28  Jan. 

1  Sept . 

158(1. 

20  June. 

158(1. 

I587- 

1589. 

(1  Nov. 
18  Oct. 
28  Oct. 

14  Nov. 


Mathew  Baker  and  Sara  Higgs. 

John  Higgs  and  Martha  “  hossik  "  “  wase  maried 

Thomas  Higgs  and  Marry  “  bristo  ”  (Bristow)  “  was  maryed.  ” 

“  Thoma  hicks  and  Ann  french  was  maried.”  (Thomas  Hicks 
and  Ann  French.) 

John  Lewendon  of  West  Ibley,  Co.  Berks,  and  Sarah  Higgs 
of  South  Stoke,  spinster. 

David  Decon  of  South  Stoke,  yeoman,  and  Elizabeth  Higgs, 
by  license. 

Aaron  London  of  South  Stoke  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke,  spinster,  by  banns. 

William  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  farmer,  and  Sarah  Mason  of 
South  Stoke,  spinster,  by  license. 

Thomas  Dodd  of  North  Stoke  and  Frances  Higgs,  spinster,  of 
South  Stoke,  by  license. 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Streatley,  in  the  county  of  Berks.,  widower, 
and  Mary  Parsons  of  South  Stoke,  spinster,  by  license. 

William  Ward  of  South  Stoke,  yeoman,  and  Mary  Higgs  of 
South  Stoke,  spinster,  by  license. 

Thomas  Brown  and  Mary  Higgs,  both  of  South  Stoke,  by 
banns. 

Thomas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  “batehelor”  and  “minor”,  and 
Elizabeth  Grover,  by  license. 

Edward  Edwards  of  South  Stoke,  Widower,  and  Ursula 
Hic.gs  of  South  Stoke,  spinster,  by  license. 

William  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Bachelor,  and  Martha  Field 
of  South  Stoke,  spinster,  by  license. 

Joseph  Dodd  of  South  Stoke,  bachelor,  and  Sarah  Higgs  of 
South  Stoke,  widow,  by  license. 

Thomas  Cox,  Clerk,  of  Swincombe,  bachelor,  and  Mary  Higgs 
of  South  Stoke,  spinster,  by  banns.  (Both  signed  by  mark.) 

William  Moulden  of  South  Stoke  and  Sally  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke,  by  banns. 

John  Goo dai.l  of  Streatley  and  Hester  Higgs  of  South  Stoke, 
by  banns. 

John  Huggins,  bachelor,  of  South  Stoke,  and  Elizabeth  Higgs, 
spinster,  of  South  Stoke,  by  banns. 

William  Higgs,  bachelor,  of  South  Stoke,  and  Hannah  Guth- 
ridge,  spinster,  of  South  Stoke,  by  banns. 

Stephen  Rumsey,  bachelor,  of  Chilton,  Co.  Berks  and  Sarah 
Fee  win  Higgs,  spinster,  of  South  Stoke,  by  license. 


Wili.m  Higge,  the  sonne  of  John  Higge. 

Anne  Higge,  the  daughter  of  John  Higge. 

Nicholas  Higge,  the  sonne  of  William  Higge. 

John  Higge,  the  sonne  of  John  Higge  by  Alice  his  wife. 

Mary  Higge,  the  daughter  of  John  Higge  by  Alice  his  wife. 

Susanne  Higge,  the  daughter  of  John  Higge  by  Alice  his 
wife. 

Barton  Higge,  the  sonne  of  Griffith  Higge  by  Sarah  his 
wife. 

Sara  Higge,  the  daughter  of  John  Higge  by  Alice  his  wife. 

Mary  Higge,  daughter  of  Griffith  Higge  by  Sara  his  wife. 

Griffith  Higge,  the  sonne  of  Griffith  Higge  by  Sara  his 
wife. 

(Note. — This  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs’s  baptismal 
entry,  who  became  Dean  of  Lichfield,  and  a  Chaplain  of  King 
Charles  I  :  vide  Chapter  III.  W.  M.  H.) 

Sara  Higge,  daughter  of  Griffith  Higge  by  Sara  his  wife. 
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LYJ.T  -s  July. 

1594-  4°  June. 

1 13  Feb. 

1598.  1  ()rt. 

1(100.  5  Oct. 


I0o8. 

3<> 

Oct. 

ibio. 

I 

Aug. 

l()l  2. 

25 

Nov. 

1(114. 

l8 

Dec. 

I()I5. 

7 

May. 

I  (1 1  7. 

— 

I()I<). 

2(1 

1  )ec. 

I  ( >2 1 . 

24 

Feb. 

IH24. 

J 

Jan. 

l(>'27. 

29 

July. 

IO3S. 

(1 

Mar. 

I  (>3(J. 

14 

J  une. 

1 ()  |( ). 

15 

Nov. 

I()42. 

1 1 

April 

1*43* 

19 

Mar. 

l()44- 

10 

Aug. 

1  <»45- 

'>  *7 

July. 

1(148. 

13 

Dec. 

1(152. 

-7 

Nov. 

i<»54 

12 

J  une 

1(15(1. 

17 

July. 

1  ( 1(13. 

1 1 

May. 

1(1(14. 

9 

May. 

1(1(1 1 

>  2 

1  )ec. 

1  ( •(  15 

„>s 

Jan. 

1  (>()!> 

>  } 

A  pi  il 

I  ()()(>. 

17 

Sept. 

I  ()(>(). 

.}<> 

Dec. 

l(}67. 

10 

Dec. 

I  ()()/. 

9 

Feb. 

l(i()8. 

27 

July 

1668. 

2(1  Oct. 

Susan  Higgk,  daughter  of  Griffith  Higgk  by  Sara  his  wife. 

Magdalen  Higgk,  daughter  of  Griffith  Higgk  by  Sara  his 
wife. 

Prudence  Higgk,  the  daughter  of  Griffith  Higgk  by  Sara 
his  wife. 

Kicnard  Higgk,  the  sonne  of  Griffith  Higgk  by  Sara  his 
wife. 

Nicholas  Higgk,  the  sonne  of  Griffith  Higgk  by  Sara  his  wife. 

(No/e.-  This  is  the  record  of  the  baptism  of  Nicholas 
Higgs,  who  settled  at  Henwick  by  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  of 
Thateham,  Co  Berks':  vide  Chapter  IV  \V.  M.  H.) 

C.kifruti  Higgk,  the  son  of  Barton  Higgk  by  Eleanor  his 
wife. 

Eleanor  Higgs,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgk  by  Eleanor  his 
wife. 

Mary  Higgk,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgk  by  Eleanor  his  wife. 

Christian  Higgk,  daughter  of  John  Higgk  (iunr.)  by  Christian 
his  wife. 

Sara  Higgi-:,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgk,  by  Eliono,  hys  wyfe. 

Barton  Higgks,  the  soue  of  Barton  Higgks  by  Elf:onor  his 
wife.  (No  month  or  day  given.) 

W11.1  m  Higgks,  sone  of  Barton  Higgks  by  Elkanour  his 
wife. 

Id. izahkiu  Higgs,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgs  by  Eleanor 
his  wife. 

Magdalen  Higgks,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgks  by  Eleanor 
his  wife. 

John  Higgs,  sonne  of  Barton  Higgk  by  Eleanor  his  wife. 

W  illiam  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  the  younger  by  Joane 
his  wife. 

William  Higgs,  the  son  of  William  Higgs  by  Jane  his  wife. 

Jan k  Higgs,  daughter  of  William  Higgs  by  Jane  his  wife. 

John  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs  and  Jane  his  wife. 

Thomas  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  the  younger  and  Joane 
his  wife. 

Jank  Higgs,  the  daughter  of  William  Higgs  and  Jane  hys 
wyf  (This  entry  is  very  indistinct. — W.  M.  H.) 

Richard  Higgs,  ye  sonne  of  John  Higgs  ye  younger  by  Joane 
his  wyf.  (In  margin,  “  Richard  higgs  ”.) 

(  iRii  i-mi  Higgs,  ye  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Joane  his  wife. 

Nathaneoll  Higgs,  ye  son  of  William  Higgs  by  Jank  his  wife. 

Bartholomew  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Joane  his  wife. 

Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  Wn  imam  Higgs  by  Jane  his  wife. 

Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgs  “  iun  ”  (Junior)  by 
Mary  bis  wife,  "baptised  11  May  being  borne  afore  on 
1 2  April,  being  Psalme  Sunday 

Anne  Higgs,  daughter  of  William  Higgs  junior  by  Elizabeth, 
his  wife. 

Barton  Higgs,  the  son  of  ‘  barton  higgs  ’  by  Mary  his  wife. 

Annk  1 1 iggs,  daughter  of  \\  11  mam  Higgs  by  Annk  his  wife. 

Win  iam  Higgs,'  son  ol  Wn  1  1  am  1 1  iggs  by  lu  i/.aiik  m  his  wife. 

Ei.ianor  Higgs,  daughter  of  "  barton  Higgk  ’’  by  Mary  his 
wife. 

Esther  Higgs,  daughter  of  John  Higgs  by  Annk  his  wife. 

John  Higgk,  son  of  Richard  Higgk:  by  Rachel  his  wife. 

Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  William  Higgs  by  Ann  his  wife, 
born  and  baptized  9  February. 

John  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
born  28  June. 

John  Higgs,  son  of  “  bartton  ”  Higgs  by  Mary  his  wife,  born 
24  February. 
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1669. 

THE 

12  April. 

1669. 

11  Nov. 

1670. 

2  June. 

1670. 

10  Oct. 

1(72. 

3  May. 

1672. 

16  June. 

1(72. 

9  Sept. 

1672. 

11  Oct. 

1673. 

M  July. 

I(V4- 

7  April. 

1(74. 

20  Sept. 

H74. 

6  Dec. 

i675- 

1 7  Jan. 

1676. 

11  Mar. 

1(76. 

28  Dec. 

R77. 

11  Dec. 

1678. 

8  April. 

1(79. 

22  June. 

1679. 

3  Dec. 

i68o. 

12  July. 

1680. 

27  Dec. 

1 68 1. 

1  Aug. 

1682. 

7  May. 

1682. 

14  May. 

1685. 

16  April. 

1 68  j. 

30  April. 

1684. 

25  Eeb. 

if  >86. 

0  Dec. 

1688. 

3  Sept. 

1  (>92. 

2 3  July. 

1698. 

(Continue 

7  Dec. 

i7°5- 

22  May. 

1706. 

10  Mar. 

I7°9- 

17  Oct. 

1709. 

1  Nov. 

1711. 

26  Aug. 

1711. 

2  Sept. 

1713- 

1  April. 

1714. 

15  Eeb. 

mwvio  r  cuvi  i  l  l  ur  WAUUKDSH1KE  ^ 

Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Rachel  his 
wife,  born  9  April. 

Elizabeth  higge  (Higge),  daughter  of  John  higge  by  Anne 
lus  wife  ;  born  11  November. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  daughter  of  William  Higgs,  by  Elizabeth 
his  wife. 

Eleanor  Higgs,  ye  daughter  of  “  bartton  "  “  higgs  "  (Barton 
Higgs)  by  Mary  his  wife,  their  second  daughter  of  ye  name. 

Martha  Higgs,  daughter  of  John  Higgs  by  Anne  his  wife 
born  9  April. 

(iRIFFITH  HIGGE,  SOU  of  BARTON  HIGGE  by  MARY  his  wife. 

John  and  barton  higgs  (Barton  Higgs)  the  sons  of  John 
higgs  (Higgs)  bv  Joane  his  wife,  born  9  September. 

Richard  higgs,  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Dorothy  his  wife 
born  11  October. 

Mary  higgs,  daughter  of  William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  born  12  June. 

Anne  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Dorothy  his  wife 

barton  higge  (Barton  Higgs),  second  son  of  that  name  of 
barton  higgs  by  Mary  liis  wife. 

Mary  higgs,  daughter  of  John  higgs  by  Ann  his  wife. 

John  higgs,  son  of  Richard  higgs  (Higgs)  by  Dorothy  his 
wife. 

John  higgs,  son  of  John  higgs  (Higgs)  by  Anne  his  wife. 

Thomas  higgs,  son  of  John  higgs  (Higgs)  by  Anne  his  wife. 

Anne  Higgs,  the  second  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  of  that 
name  by  Dorothy  his  wife. 

Samuel  higgs,  son  of  William  higgs  by  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

James  Higgs,  son  of  Barton  Higgs  by  Mary  his  wife. 

(lEORGE  HIGGE,  son  of  Hichard  higge,  by  Dorothy  his  wife. 

Alice  Higgs,  daughter  of  John  Higgs  by  Susan  his  wife. 

Esther  Higgs,  daughter  of  William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth 
his  wife. 

William  Higgs,  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Dorothy  his  wife. 

Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  barton  higgs  by  Mary  his  wife  ; 
their  second  daughter  of  that  name. 

Barton  Higgs,  the  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Susan  his  wife,  his 
second  son  of  that  name  ;  born  14  May. 

I'homas  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth  his  wife 

Dorothy  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  and  Dorothy  his 
wife. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Dorothy 
his  wife. 

Richard  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

bar  1 holomrw  Higgs,  the  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Dorothy 
his  wife. 

Esther  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Dorothy  his 
wife. 


Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  John  Higgs  by  Mary  his  wife. 

Mary,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgs  by  Mary  his  wife. 

Ei.knor  Higgs,  daughter  of  Barton  Higgs  and  Mary  his  wife. 
Barton  Higgs,  son  of  barton  Higgs  by  Mary  his  wife. 
Elizabeth  Higgs,  dafter  of  John  Higgs  by  Martha  his  wife. 
Mary  Higgs,  dafter  of  John  Higgs  by  Martha  his  wife. 
William  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higg’s  and  Elizabeth  his  wife. 
J e am e  iiigg  ”  (James  Higgs),  son  of  barton  higgs  by  Marry 
his  wife. 

Richard  Higgs,  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Marry  his  wife  ; 
born  25  January. 
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1714. 

21 

Feb. 

1715- 

14 

April 

I7I5- 

15  ‘ 

Jolly 

9 

Oct." 

1716. 

10 

Mar. 

171b 

11 

Sept. 

171b. 

20 

Nov. 

1717. 

U5 

Feb. 

I7I7- 

3 

June. 

1717. 

28 

Nov. 

1718. 

25 

Mar. 

1718. 

3 

Aug. 

I7I9- 

15 

Feb. 

1719. 

12 

Oct. 

1720. 

27 

Jan. 

1720. 

22 

May. 

1720. 

6 

Sept. 

1 72 1 . 

2  b 

Mar. 

1722. 

20 

Jan. 

1722. 

13 

Dec. 

I725- 

21 

Oct. 

1741. 

ib 

Mar. 

1741. 

18 

May. 

i/43- 

/ 

May. 

1743. 

18 

June. 

I74()- 

10 

Oct. 

i75i 

11 

Mar. 

17 52. 

19 

Feb. 

1752. 

3() 

Aug. 

1754 

9 

June. 

1 756- 

20 

J  une. 

1 7b(>. 

3 

Nov. 

i7()?. 

3 

Mar. 

!7S7. 

1 7 

April 

1 787. 

27 

Sept. 

17H7. 

— 

Dec. 

1789. 

22 

Feb. 

1790. 

25 

July. 

1793- 

1 3 

Oct. 

I795- 

14 

Oct. 

1 705 

25 

Oct. 

1798. 

25 

1  )ec. 

1 799. 

25 

Dec. 

1807. 

13 

Jan. 

Elanear  Higgs,  dafter  of  Barton  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife, 
the  second  of  that  name,  born  25  January. 

John  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

.  John  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Martha  his  wife. 

Thomas  Higgs,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife. 

William  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Martha  his  wife. 

Sara  Higgs,  daughter  of  barten  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife. 

Georg.  Higgs,  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife. 

Mary  Higgs,  dafter  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife. 

Thomas  Higgs,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  Hana  his  wife. 

Sam  well  Higg  (Samuel  Higgs),  son  of  William  Higg  by 
Elizabet  his  wife. 

Martha  Higgs,  dafter  of  John  Higgs  by  Martha  his  wife. 

Marey  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife. 

Hollon  I  homas  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs,  by  Elizabeth, 
his  wife. 

(Note. — This  is  an  unusually  early  entry  of  a  double 
baptismal  name. — W.  M.  H.) 

Je.  Jeams  Higgs  (James  Higgs),  son  of  barton  Higgs  by 
Marey  his  wife. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  dafter  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  Marey  his 
wife. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  dafter  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  Hana  his  wife. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Marey  his 
wife. 

Dorothy  (spelt  Doroty),  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by 
Marey  his  wife. 

Frances  Higgs,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higg  by  Marey  his  wife. 

Samoel  (Samuel)  Higgs,  son  of  Willi  am  Higgs  by  Elizabeth 
his  wife. 

1  homas  Higgs,  son  of  (?  William  written  over  something  else) 
by  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  dafter  of  John  Higgs,  by  “  Ursley  ”  his 
wife. 

Thomas  Higgs,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  “  Saro  "  his  wife. 

John  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs,  by  Saro,  his  wife. 

Sarah  Higgs,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  Sarah  his  wife. 

John,  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Ursly  his  wife. 

James,  son  of  John  and  Ann  Higgs. 

Ursula,  daughter  of  John  and  Ursula  Higgs. 

Ann,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Higgs. 

Jeremiah,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Higgs. 

1  homas,  son  of  John  and  Ursley  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jo.  and  Elizabeth  Hicks. 

Richard  Mason,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Higgs. 

(Note.-  Up  to  the  nineteenth  century  a  good  many  of  the 
entries  are  badly  written,  very  much  mixed  up  and  illegible  in 
places.  It  will  be  noted  how  the  spelling  varies,  and  also 
how  little  attention  was  given  to  capital  letters.-  -W.  M.  H.) 

Rosanna,  daughter  of  (Ieorge  Higg  and  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

Elizabeth,  (laughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

Sedennea,  daughter  of  Richard  Mason  Higgs  and  Mary  his 
wife. 

James,  son  of  Joseph  Hicks  and  Ann  his  wife. 

r homas  Higgs,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Ward.’' 

Bett,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  his  wife. 

James,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Richard,  son  of  Richard  M  \son  Higgs  and  Mary  his  wife. 

John,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Elizabeih  his  wife. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  and  Mary  his  wife. 

Thomas  Irwin,  son  of  William  Higgs  and  Martha  his  wife. 
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1811.  24  Feb. 

1811.  24  Feb. 

1814.  20  June. 

i8ij.  20  June. 


1816. 

l9 

Sept 

1822. 

10 

Nov. 

1824. 

26 

Sept. 

1826. 

17 

Dec. 

1828. 

10 

Aug. 

1831. 

12 

June 

1834. 

? 

Mar. 

1834- 

18 

May. 

1835- 

1 1 

Oct. 

1835- 

25 

Dec. 

1838. 

1 

July- 

1839- 

13 

Oct. 

1840. 

5 

April. 

1842. 

LI 

M  ar. 

1849. 

11 

Nov. 

i849. 

1 1 

Nov. 
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MAwEeAUBKEY'  daUghter  wf  WlLLIAM  Higgs  and  Martha,  his 

inuvARU  SVu/;R’  S°n  wf  JAMES  Higgs  and  Martha  his  wife. 

John,  son  of  Wii.liam  and  Martha  Higgs. 

Entries  in  the  New  Register. 

John,  son  of  William  and  Martha  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Carpenter). 

(Evidently  entered  in  both  the  old  and  new  Register 
probably  by  desire  from  sentimental  reasons. — W  M  H  ) 

Martha,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke  (Carpenter). 

Wh  liam  s<,n  of  William  and  Martha  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Shop-keeper). 

Martha,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke  (Labourer). 

John,  son  of  William  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Carter). 

SAK(Carter)lgIlter  °f  WlLLIAM  an(i  Hannah  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  Higgs  (Labourer). 

^ A N( J  a bcmrer) 6r  °*  WlLLIAM  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  Cholsey 

Caroline  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke  (Labourer). 

Jane,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Woodcote 
(Labourer). 

Samuel  son  of  William  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Labourer). 

Mary  Ann  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke  (Labourer). 

Joseph  son  of  William  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Labourer). 

Pa  hence  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke  (Labourer). 

Ann  daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Labourei ). 

Charles,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Labourer). 

Mark,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  South  Stoke 
(Labourer). 


(Rote.  It  is  strange  how  in  the  nineteenth  century  the 
family  status  seems  to  have  dropped  from  the  influential 
yeoman  to  that  of  farm  labourers,  carters  and  local  shop¬ 
keepers.  One  branch  alone  seems  to  have  maintained  the  old 
social  standing  m  the  district,  namely,  the  descendants  of 
U.jluam  Higgs  and  Martha  (probably  Erewin)  his  wife 
llus  family  intermarried,  as  shown  in  the  account  of  the 
CoRDEKOY  family,  with  the  Corderoys  of  Blewbury  Mills  by 
the  inai  1  iage  of  Sarah  h rewin  Higgs,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mariha  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  with  Stephen  Rumsey 
of  Chilton,  Co.  Berks,  whose  daughter  married  Justus 
Cohderoy  in  1851.  Sarah  Erewin  Rumsey,  nee  Higgs,  was 
a  sister  of  William  Higgs  who  settled  at  Goring,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  South  Stoke,  whe  re  he  built  up  a  very 
successful  business  as  a  building  contractor. 

It  would  appear  from  the  Register  of  Baptisms  that  a 
number  of  entries  are  missing  between  the  years  1767  and 
1807,  which  is  most  unfortunate  for  tracing  out  correctly  the 
line  of  descent  of  this  family  now  in  Goring.) 
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Burials,  1557- 

1850  : 

*I557- 

21 

July. 

C593- 

25 

July. 

E597- 

3 

June 

1602. 

26 

Jan. 

1602. 

19 

Nov. 

1622. 

20 

Mar. 

1622. 

21 

Dec. 

1624. 

3 

Oct. 

1640. 

9 

Dec. 

1650. 

30 

Dec. 

1656. 

5 

Sept. 

1659. 

19 

Dec. 

Nicholas  Higge. 

Susanne  Higge,  daughter  of  Griffith  Higge. 

Prudence  Higge,  daughter  of  Griffith  Higge. 

Sara  Higge,  the  sayd  wife  of  Griffith  Higge. 

Sara  Higge,  daughter  of  Griffith  Higge  by  Sara  his  wife. 
William  Higgs,  sonne  of  Barton  Higgs. 

Alice  Higgs,  wife  of  John  Higgs  the  elder. 

John  Higgs. 

Jane  Higgs,  daughter  of  William  Higgs  by  Jane  his  wife. 
John  Higc.s,  senior,  of  South  Stoke. 

Mary  Higgs,  infant  daughter  of  William  Higg  by  Jane  his  wife. 
Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  sometime  Chaplaine 
to  ye  Oueene  of  Bohemia,  and  afterward  Chaplaine  to  his 
Majesty  Charles  I,  King  of  Great  Brittaine  etc.  etc.,  Deane 
of  Litchfield.  Died  on  ye  15th  day  of  December  being  then 
70  years  of  age,  and  was  buried  on  ye  19  of  ye  same  instant 
December  Ano  Dorn  1659.” 

John  Higgs,  Senior,  of  South  Stoke. 

William  Higgs,  the  elder. 

[Note. — Will  proved  ‘Arch.  Oxon.',  22  October,  1667. — 
W.  M.  H.) 

John  Higgs,  son  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Rachel  his  wife  died 
at  the  age  of  13  days  and  was  buried  13  December. 

Mary  Higge  their  daughter  buried  before  (“  before  ”  written 
above  “  buried  ”)  in  the  little  Chappell  yard  in  Westminster 
(St.  Margaret’s  Church). 

Elianor  Higge,  wife  of  Barton  Higge,  died  20  July,  1669,  and 
Barton  Higgs  her  husband  dyed  22  July  following  and 
weare  both  buried  in  one  grave  23  July,  1669. 

Elyanor  HIGGS,  daughter  of  bartton  higgs  by  Mary  his  wife. 
Mary  higgs,  daughter  of  bartton  iiiggs  by  Mary  his  wife. 
JOANE  HIGGS,  wife  of  JOHN  HIGGS. 

Barton  Higgs,  son  of  Barton  Higgs  by  Mary  his  wife. 

19  April.  Barton  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Joane  his  wife. 

Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  John  Higgs  and  Ann  his  wife. 

Anne  higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Dorothy  his  wife. 
Alice  Higgs,  daughter  of  John  Higgs  and  Susan  his  wife. 
William  Higgs,  son  of  riciiard  higgs  by  Dorothe  his  wife. 
barton  Higgs,  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Susan  his  wife. 

Elyanor  Higgs. 

(Note. — Spinster  of  South  Stoke,  will  dated  11  February, 
1683,  Ser.  II,  vol.  xi,  fo.  337,  proved  ‘Arch.  Oxon.’ — W.  M.  H.) 
John  Higgs,  Senior  (Yeoman). 

(Note. — Will  proved,  ‘Arch.  Oxon.’,  A.  inv.,  28  April,  1683, 
Ser.  II,  vol.  xi,  fo.  297. — W.  M.  H.) 

9  April.  Mary  Higgs,  daughter  of  barton  higgs  by  Mary  his  wife. 

Jean  Higgs,  widow. 

barton  Higgs,  Senior,  buried  at  the  age  of  73  years. 

Griffith  Higgs,  who  died  15th  and  was  buried  17th  February. 
Dorothy,  wife  of  Richard  Higgs. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  daughter  of  Richard  Higgs. 

William  Higgs. 

i 

(Note. — Will  proved  9  May,  1709,  ‘Arch.  Oxon.’,  Ser.  II, 
vol.  xiii,  fo.  337. — W.  M.  H.) 

Marey  Higgs,  widow. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  dafter  of  William  Higgs  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife. 


Nicholas  Higges  (who  settled  in  South  Stoke  from  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford,  in  company  with  his  uncle  Walter) 
married  Mary  Barton.-— W.  M.  II. 


1663. 

16  Aug. 

lb  67. 

27  June. 

1667. 

1 3  Dec. 

1669. 

14  May. 

1669. 

23  July. 

1670. 

25  Aug. 

1671. 

18  Jan. 

1673- 

16  Aug. 

1674. 

28  Mar. 

1674. 

19  April. 

if>75- 

27  April. 

!^75- 

7  Dec. 

1681. 

19  Aug. 

1 682. 

1  May 

1682. 

30  Aug. 

1683. 

14  Feb. 

1683. 

26  Mar. 

1 686. 

9  April. 

1687. 

17  Feb. 

1690. 

27  Sept. 

1692. 

17  Feb. 

1700. 

9  Nov. 

1701. 

1708. 

12  June. 
21  Oct. 

1710. 

9  June. 

1711. 

4  Aug. 

*  It  would  indeed 

be  interestin 
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1711.  24  Sept.  Elenor  Higgs,  dafter  of  barton  Higgs  and  Marey  his  wife. 

I713-  3  April.  James  higs,  son  of  barton  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife. 

I7I5-  8  Juen  (?)  Elinnor  Higgs.  f 

1716/17.  22  Mar.  Joan  Higgs,  dater  of  John  higg  “  Jan  ”  his  wife. 

(Note. —  The  Calendar  year  terminating  and  commencing 
in  March  at  this  period  both  years  are  given. — W.  M.  H.) 

1717.  26  Aug.  John  Higgs. 

1720.  22  or  24 


1721. 

April. 
25  Oct. 

Samoell  (Samuel)  Higgs,  son  of  William  Higgs. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  dafter  of  Richard  Higgs  by  Marey  his  wife 

172b. 

17 

Dec. 

Richard  Higgs. 

1728. 

5 

Feb. 

Jean  Higgs. 

1729. 

21 

June. 

William  Higg  and  Elizabeth  his  wif  was  buried. 

1730. 

M 

April. 

Hana  Higg. 

1731  • 

21 

April. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1735 

) 

Dec. 

Marey  Higgs. 

1740. 

12 

Aug. 

Richard  Higgs. 

1742. 

27 

July. 

Jeams  (James)  Higgs. 

1 743/4 

21 

Mar. 

John  Higgs. 

1 744/5 

5 

May. 

Oeokge  Higgs. 

1745 

14 

Oct. 

The  Widow  Higgs. 

174b. 

20 

Mar. 

(Continued  after  some  Weddings). 

Richard  Higgs. 

*749- 

21 

Aug. 

Mary  Higgs. 

x754- 

24 

Jan. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1761. 

3<> 

Sept. 

1  homas  Higgs  from  Ooring. 

I7<>4- 

29 

Oct. 

John  Higgs. 

1 7b(>. 

20 

July. 

Samuel  Higgs. 

1766. 

Oct. 

Jeremiah  and  Ann  Higgs.  (No  date  of  month.) 

i/b7. 

22 

Nov. 

Mary  Higgs. 

1 768. 

21 

April. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

1770. 

15 

July. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ann  Hicks. 

(Note-  At  the  end  of  the  book  appears  :  “  Doctor  Griffith 
Higgs,  1)1).,  died  ib  December,  1654,  aged  70”.) 


New  Register. 


(Stamp  duty  of  3 d.  commences  here.) 


17^5- 

8  Mar. 

William  Higgs. 

178(1. 

22  Nov. 

Ursula  Higgs. 

17H7. 

20  Oct. 

Sarah  Higgs. 

1788. 

27  Jan. 

Sedinnea  Higgs. 

1788. 

9  Dec. 

Sarah  Higgs. 

1789. 

18  Jan. 

Ann  Higgs. 

1 790. 

4  Aug. 

Thomas  Higgs,  Ward  (an  infant) 

1 703 

20  Mar. 

1'homas  Higgs. 

1793 

20  Aug. 

Elizabeth  Higgs. 

1794- 

18  Jan. 

Martha  Higgs  from  Wallingford. 

1 704 

2  April. 

William  Higgs. 

1799. 

27  Nov. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

New  Register. 

(It  appears  that  two  new  books  were  in  use.  Some  of  the  above  entries  seem  to  be 
the  date  of  death,  and  a  second  entry  the  date  of  burial.) 


1815. 
1824. 
1830. 
1 830. 

i#34- 
1 83b. 


2b  Sept. 
27  June 
9  Mar. 
8  July, 
b  June, 
lb  ()et. 


Martha  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  aged  b  weeks. 
Mary  Mason  Higgs  of  Woodcote,  aged  15  months. 
Elizabeth  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  aged  (>7. 
Elizabeth  Higg  of  Woodcote,  aged  76. 

Martha  Higgs  of  Cholsey,  aged  9. 

Mary  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  aged  71. 
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i«43- 

3 

Jan. 

i*45- 

1 

Aug. 

1848. 

25 

Sept. 

1849. 

12 

Jan. 

1849. 

25 

Nov. 

1856. 

27 

Aug** 

In  the  ( 

cover  of  the 

William  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  aged  68. 

Isaac  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  (infant). 

I  homas  Ikkwhn  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  aged 
I  homas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  aged  8r. 

Richard  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  aged  83. 

William  Higgs,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs,  aged  8. 


41- 


In  the  cover  of  the  register  appears  the  following  : 


“  I”  this  place  was  born  Dr.  Griffin  Higgs,  Fellow  of  Merton  College  and  Proctor 
ot  the  University  (of  Oxford)  after  which  in  1627,  he  was  sent  chaplain  to  the  Queen 
(Elizabeth)  of  Bohemia,  in  which  olhce  lie  continued  12  years,  and  in  that  time  was 
created  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Leyden  by  the  famous  Andrew  Rivet.  Being  called  home 
the  King  (Charles  1)  he  was,  by  the  favour  of  Archbishop  Laud  made  Rector  of 
t  liife  in  Kent,  (  hantoi  of  St.  Davids  and  Dean  of  Litchfield  16  $8.  Upon  the  breaking 
out  ol  the  Civil  Wars  he  was  plundered  and  stript  of  all  his  spiritualities  :  wherefore  to 
escape  further  molestation  he  returned  to  this  place  ol  his  nativity  and  spent  his  days  in 
privacy,  study,  and  devotion.  He  died  16  December  1659  (A  lies  buried  in  the  Chancel 
of  this  (  lunch  on  the  North  Side).  He  gave  £5  to  the  Church  here,  £100  to  buy  land 
towauls  the  maintenance  of  the  poor;  £600  to  purchase  £30  per  annum  for  a  Schoolmaster 
to  teach  school  here.  The  Warden  &  Fellows  of  Merton  College,  Oxford  to  erect  the 
School  and  be  patrons  of  it  for  ever  ”. 

1  he  above  extract  from  ‘  Magna  Brittannia  ’,  1727,  vol.  iv,  p.  428. 

(*  A  A'.—  |  have  not  been  able  to  find  any  record  or  tradition  that  any  school  ever 

was  erected  here  by  Dr.  Higgs's  executors.  The  utmost  I  can  obtain  for  the  school  fund 
is  £26  per  annum.  {Signed)  P.  H.  Nind,  Vicar.”) 


”  An.nl:  Woi.loscott,  the  daughter  of  Edward  Woi.loscott,  Esquire  (Lord  of  this 
Manor)  by  Mrs.  Annl:  Wollosc  oi t,  his  wife,  was  baptised  Uppon  the  Vlth.  of  November 
Ano  Kegni  Regis  (  aroli  :  Anglii  etc  primo  Anno  Dm  1625.” 

William  W olloscott,  the  sonne  of  the  Aforesayd  Edward  Woi.loscott  by  the 
sayil  Annl.  W  oi.losc 01 1  his  wyfe  was  Baptised  upon  the  Vth  of  flebruary  Anno  kegni 
Regis  Caroli  :  Anglii  :  etc  tertio  Anno  Dhi  1627.” 

these  two  children  aforesaid  were  not  Baptised  in  this  Parish  but  by  the  request 
and  desire  of  tlieyr  aforesayd  parents  they  were  registered  in  this  booke  by  me  Bartoncm 
H yggs,  Script.” 

Ihese  entries  are  in  one  handwriting  which  is  very  neat  and  regular.  Quite  the  best 
in  the  early  registers.  W.  M.  H 

I  lie  « <  as. >11  lias  subsequently  eoine  to  light  and  has  been  given  in  this  work.  \V.  M.  II. 


Inscriptions  upon  Gkavlstonks  in  tiik  Churchyard. 

Sacred 

to  the  memory  of 

WILLIAM  HIGGS 
who  died  January  23rd  1843 
aged  68  years 

Beneath  this  stone  his  ashes  rest 
Whose  memory  fills  my  aching  breast 
He  sleeps  unconscious  of  the  tears 
1  hat  tell  the  tale  of  sorrow  here 

Also 

MAR  THA,  his  beloved  wife 
who  died  June  13th,  1861 
aged  83  years 


. 
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(Upon  a  painted  board  between  two  posts  lengthways  over  the  grave.) 

In  memory  of  WILLIAM,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs 
who  died  August  27th  1856  aged  8  years. 

(Upon  the  reverse  side) 

When  blooming  youth  is  snatched  away 
By  Death’s  resistless  hand 
Our  hearts  the  mournful  tribute  pay 
Which  pity  must  demand. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WHITCHURCH. 

Whitchurch  occupies  a  position  on  the  southern  boundary  of  the  county  of  Oxford. 
Opposite  to  this  parish,  on  the  Berkshire  bank  of  the  River  Thames,  is  Pangbourne.  In 
both  °f  these  parishes  Higgs  families  were  settled  at  tin  early  (kite  without  doubt  from 
the  settlements  at  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  Basildon,  in  Berks.  The  parish  of  Whit¬ 
church  adjoins  that  of  Goring,  in  Oxfordshire,  on  the  north,  with  the  parish  of  Maple- 
duiham  on  the  east.  Its  history  dates  from  Saxon  times,  and  the  remains  of  a  Roman 
encampment  are  still  to  be  traced  in  the  centre  of  this  parish.  The  Manor  of  Whitchurch 
was  in  the  Whistler  lamily  for  generations,  a  family  allied  by  marriage  to  the  Higgsks 
ol  South  Stoke  (vide  (  hapter  II).  1  h is  family  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  S.  Gardiner  as 
Lord  ol  the  Manor,  at  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  century.  He  was  a  retired  West  India 
merchant.  It  remained  in  his  family  up  to  recent  date,  when  Mr.  John  Foster,  of  the 
well-known  firm  ol  that  name,  of  Oueensbury,  near  Bradford,  purchased  it. 

As  early  as  158(1,  and  belore  that  date,  Whitchurch  was  associated  with  the  Higgs 
family.  One  1  homas  Higgs  lived  here  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  in  the  Archdeaconry 
and  (  onsistory  Courts  of  Oxford  an  inventory  of  his  goods  is  preserved  under  date  of 
21  January,  1586.  In  the  ‘  History  of  Whitchurch  by  the  Rev.  John  Shatter,  M.A., 
Rector  of  the  Parish,  and  Hon.  Canon  of  Christ  Church,  published  by  Messrs.  Elliot 
Stock,  London,  in  1805,  very  much  interesting  history  of  this  ancient  Oxfordshire  parish 
is  to  be  gathered.  In  a  list  given  (fo.  59)  of  the  inhabitants  who  paid  quarterly  to  the 
pool  ol  the  parish,  in  15(19  we  find  1  homas  Higgs  (spelt  Hyggs)  subscribing  ]d.  per 
annum  (not  to  be  reckoned  at  the  rate  of  present-day  money  value),  whilst  one  Henry 
Higgs  paid  id.  quarterly.  Thomas  Higgs  or  Hyggs  was,  no  doubt,  the  same  Thomas 
who  died  about  158(1,  and  Henry  Higgs  was  with  little  doubt  one  of  his  sons.  William 
Higgs  also  paid  iij d.  (yi.)  to  the  poor  fund  quarterly  in  1586,  and  was  with  little  doubt 
another  son  ;  whilst  a  Thomas  Higgs  subscribed  j d.  (id.)  in  1590,  and  Henry  Higgs’s 
name  also  appears  in  this  list.  So  it  may  be  conjectured  that  Thomas  Higgs,  whose 
inventory  was  recorded  in  15(19,  had  three  sons-  namely  Thomas,  Henry  and  William. 
Henry  Higgs  owned  "  A  quarterne  of  Land  in  Whitchurch  ”  in  1588.  There  were 
54  different  landowners  in  the  parish  at  this  date,  and  the  land  is  in  divisions  of 
Yards”  and  “Quarterlies”,  the  largest  landowners  being  Mr.  Henry  Knapp  (iij  yards), 
Mr.  Lip>p,e  (2  yards),  Mr.  Bode  (“di.”  yard),  Widow  Sparrock  (i  yard),  and  Mr.  Richard 
Knapp  (i  yard);  the  rest  held  iij  quarterlies  (3),  “di.”  quarterne,  or  a  quarterne  of  land. 

Mr.  Shatter  says  :  “  l'he  '  Yard  ’  is  probably  the  same  as  formerly  the  ‘  virgate 
and  that  very  elastic  term  is  here  no  doubt  the  same  as  “  carucate  ”,  which  in  Mercia 
seems  to  have  been  120  acres.  In  Wessex  it  was  160  acres,  as  may  be  proved  by  the 
extent  of  luilscote  Farm,  in  South  Moreton,  which  is  322  acres,  of  which  two  constitute 
the  site  ol  the  house  and  yard,  and  320  the  arable  land  surrounded  by  a  deep  ditch. 

I  his  is  ‘  hollescote  ’  in  ‘  Domesday  Book’,  belonging  to  Roger  di-:  Leierii>,  which  is 
put  at  being  ‘  two  carucates  ’.  But  in  Oxfordshire  the  same  estimate  will  not  hold, 
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and  in  Whitchurch  there  are  said  to  be  fifteen  carucates,  which  at  the  above  rate  gives 
icSoo  acres,  which,  allowing  for  wood  and  the  common,  is  about  the  extent  of  the  parish 
below  the  Gate,  hrom  this,  if  there  is  subtracted  the  common  meadow,  and  the  extent 
ol  the  houses  and  gardens  gradually  ascending  the  main  street,  the  extent  in  1588  is 
arrived  at  without  much  difficulty  It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  Henry  Higgs 
owned  about  30  acres  here  in  1588. 

I  he  registers  of  Whitchurch  commence  in  1597.  These  have  not  been  examined 
for  the  descendants  of  any  of  these  three  Higgses,  Thomas,  Henry  and  William. 

We  find  one,  James  Higgs,  a  cordwainer  by  trade,  living  in  Whitchurch  in  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century.  He  married  Mary,  the  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Roger  Younge, 
by  Izadore  \  axes,  his  wife.  Roger  Younge  was  first  cousin  of  Sir  William  Younge, 
ol  Basildon,  who  died  without  issue,  and  became  his  heir.  Mary  Higgs  (nee  Younge) 
became  the  sole  heir  of  Roger,  her  father,  as  Jane  and  Issida,  her  sisters,  died 
without  issue.  James  Higgs,  her  husband,  died  about  1(179  ;  his  will  was  dated  12 
September  in  that  year,  and  was  proved  in  the  1  Arch.  Berks.’  (Ser.  II,  vol.  ii,  fo.  95). 

1  hey  hail  three  sons,  James,  William  and  John,  and  three  daughters,  Ann,  Mary 
and  Martha. 

Between  James  Higgs,  the  eldest  son,  and  William  Higgs  of  Whitchurch,  Cord¬ 
wainer,  came  quite  a  lawsuit,  both  claiming  the  Manor  of  Basildon,  in  right  of  their 
mother,  the  heiress  of  Sii  \\  illiam  Lounge,  Knt.  1  he  details  of  this  suit  are  given 
under  Chancery  Proceedings  (vide  Higgs  family  of  Basildon  and  Young  Pedigree). 

James  Higgs  of  Whitchurch  moved  to  Aldermaston,  in  Berkshire.  He  married 


Elizabeth - ,  and  they  became  the  ancestors  of  a  family  of  Higgses  of  that  place  (vide 

Higgs  hamily  of  Aldermaston,  Co.  Berks).  William  Higgs  of  Whitchurch  apparently 
did  not  marry.  His  will  was  proved  13  June,  1715  (‘  Arch.  Oxon.’,  Ser.  II,  vol.  15,  fo. 
43),  and  under  the  will  of  Sir  William  Younge,  Knt.  of  Basildon,  it  would  appear  that 
W  illiam,  the  third  son  of  James  Higgs,  who  settled  at  Aldermaston,  would  have  been 
the  next  heir  to  the  Manor  ol  Basildon,  but  he  predeceased  his  uncle  William,  dying 
about  1710  ( vide  Admon.  William  Higgs,  9  May,  1710,  ‘  Arch.  Oxon.’,  “  B  ”,  fo.  315). 
W  ho,  therefore,  was  the  next  heir  to  the  Manor  of  Basildon  of  the  name  of  “  William  ” 
under  the  will  of  Sir  W  illiam  Younge,  Knt.  ?  (vide  Chancery  Proceedings,  Higgs  v. 
Higgs  and  Others,  1(198,  ”  Bridges  ”,  134/33). 


List  of  Higgs  W’ills  and  Administrations  in  the  Archdeaconry  and  Consistory 
Courts  of  Oxford  at  Somerset  House,  London  (1545-1729). 

*  Examined  in  preparation  of  this  work. 


Will  or  I)  itt- 

administration. 

Name. 

Place  of  abode. 

Reference. 

*  Will 

1545  Nov. 

14 

Wyllyam  Hygge 

Bloxham 

Ser.  1,  vol.  2,  fo.  no. 

*  Will 

1546  May 

12 

Henry  Hygge 

Bloxham 

Ser.  I,  vol.  2,  fo.  150. 

Inventory 

1586  Jan. 

21 

Thomas  Higgs 

Whitchurch 

*  Will 

1595  April 

24 

Richakde  Higges 

Ser.  I,  vol.  12,  fo.  228. 

♦Will 

1593  April 

24 

Thomas  Higges 

Ser.  I,  vol.  12,  fo.  217. 

Will 

1596  Jan. 

15 

Henne  Higgs 

(Yeoman) 

Whitchurch 

Ser.  I,  vol.  10,  fo.  366. 

Will 

1624  Mar. 

8 

John  Higges,  Sen. 

South  Stoke 

. . 

Will 

1043  April 

19 

William  Higges 

Culhain 

Act  Bk.  “  B  ”,  fo.  77. 

Will 

1644  July 

19 

William  Higges 

Adderbury 

Act  Bk.  '/  B  ”,  fo.  78. 

Will 

1650  Mar. 

1 

John  Higges,  Sen. 

South  Stoke 

Will 

1663  Dec. 

18 

Dorothy  Higges 
(alias  FyErs) 

Oxford 

Act  Bk.  “  B”,  fo.  124  ; 
Bd.  Will  filed  in 

“  F  ”. 
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♦Will 

Will 

♦Will 

♦Will 

♦Will 

♦Will 

Will 


Will 

Will 


Will 

Will 


♦Will 

♦Will 

♦Will 

Will 

Will 

Will 

♦Will 


1666  Aug. 

21 

Ann  Higges 

(Spinster) 

1667  Oct. 

2  2 

William  Higges 
(Yeoman) 

i()f>9  Oct. 

7 

Barton  Higges 
(Gent.  &  Yeoman) 

1(179  Feb. 

18 

James  Higges 

1(183  April 

28 

John  Higges 

(Senior) 

1683  Feb. 

1 1 

Eleanor  Higges 
(Spinster) 

1085  Aug. 

15 

Rohert  Higges 
(Innholder  and 
Taylor) 

1 088  Oct. 

2 

William  Higgs 
(Yeoman) 

1706  April 

23 

Thomas  Higgs, 

Sen. 

1710  May 

9 

William  Higges 

1714  July 

17 

Thomas  Higges 

Shiplake 

•  • 

South  Stoke 

•  • 

South  Stoke 

Act  Bk.  "  B  ”,  fo.  151. 

Whitchurch 

Ser.  If,  vol.  H,  fo.  95. 

South  Stoke 

Ser.  II,  vol.  1 1,  fo.  297. 

South  Stoke 

Ser.  II,  vol.  II,  fo.  3 37. 

Wathington 

Reg.  “A”,  fo.  470. 

Newnham- 

Act  Bk.  “  B  ”,  fo.  250. 

Murren 

St.  Peter’s  of 

Act  Bk.  "  B  ”,  fo.  305. 

the  East, 
Oxford 

Whitchurch 

Act  Bk.  “  B  ”,  fo.  315. 

( hiring 

Ser.  II,  vol.  16,  fo.  16, 
&  Act  Bk.  ”  B  ”, 

1715  June 

13 

William  Higges 

(Cordwainer) 

1 719  Aug. 

z(> 

Mary  Higgs 

(Widow) 

1723  May 

13 

Barton  Higgs 

1724  May 

7 

William  Higgs 

1724  July 

LI 

James  Higgs 

(Mercer) 

172(1  Jan. 

() 

Richard  Higgs 

(Yeoman) 

1729  Oct. 

3 

William  Higgs 

(Yeoman) 

f<>-  323. 

Whitchurch  Ser.  11,  vol.  15,  fo.  43. 

Whitchurch  Act  Bk.  “  B  ”,  fo.  337. 

South  Stoke  Ser.  II,  vol.  15,  fo.  302. 

Binster  Ser.  II,  vol.  15,  fo.  392. 

Oxford  Reg.  “  E  ”,  fo.  6.  ‘ 

Woodcot  and  Reg.  “  E  ”,  fo.  114. 
South  Stoke 

South  Stoke  Ser.  II,  vol.  17,  fo.  301. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SHROPSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HALFORD. 

About  eight  miles  north-west  of  Ludlow,  a  town  of  Shropshire  close  to  the  Hereford¬ 
shire  border,  lies  the  village  of  Halford,  associated  in  the  sixteenth  century  with  a  branch 
of  the  Higgs  family.  An  early  will  of  one  Thomas  Higge,  or  Higgs,  of  this  place  proves 
him  to  have  been  that  I  iio.mas  Higge  mentioned  in  the  printed  pedigree  of  the  Plowden 
family  of  Shiplake  Court,  Oxfordshire,  and  of  Plowden ’s  Hall,  Salop,  given  in  ‘  The 
History  of  Shiplake  ’,  by  Emily  J.  Climenson  (1893).  This  Thomas  Higges  of  Halford, 
Gentleman,  made  his  will  28  December,  1589,  and  it  was  proved  at  London  6  November, 
I59L  by  Anthony  Calton,  a  notary  public  and  proctor,  for  Richard  Higgs,  the  executor 
named  in  the  will,  who  was  the  son  and  heir  of  his  father  by  Anne,  the  fifth  daughter 
of  Humphrey  Plowden  (born  1500,  and  died  1557,  being  buried  at  Bishop’s  Castle,  Salop), 
eighth  in  descent  from  Roger  de  Plowden,  the  Crusader  who  was  present  at  the  Siege 
of  Acre  in  a.d.  1194.  It  is  of  particular  interest  to  note  that  the  mother  of  Anne  Higgs 
(nee  Plowden)  was  Elizaheth,  daughter  of  John  Sturry  of  Down  Rossall,  and 
relict  of  William  Woi.i.ascott,  the  great-great-grandfather  of  Edward  Woi.lascot, 
Esqre.,  of  Shinheld,  and  Lord  ol  the  Manor  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  through  his  marriage 
with  Anne  Palmer,  the  great-grand-daughter  of  Griffith  Barton,  Gentleman,  of  Barre 
Place,  South  Stoke  (vide  Tabulation  given  in  Chapter  IV,  showing  the  relationship 
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between  the  families  of  Martin,  Wollascot,  Barton,  Higgs  of  South  Stoke, 
Dancastle  and  Winchcombe).  It  is  also  worthy  of  note  that  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Humphrey  Plovvden,  by  Elizabeth  Sturry,  his  wife,  Margaret  by  name,  married 
Richard  Sandeord,  whilst  their  third  daughter,  Elizabeth  Plowden,  married  Peter 
Greenway.  The  first  mention  of  the  Plowden  family  in  connection  with  Shiplake 
is  in  1573,  when  Edmund  Plowden,  son  of  Humphrey  Plowden,  by  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  John  Sturry,  and  relict  of  William  Wollascot,  secured  the  lease  of 
Shiplake  Rectory  and  its  lands,  late  in  the  occupation  of  Walter  Barton,  second  son 
of  Thomas  a  Barton,  of  Barton  in  Weobley,  Co.  Hereford,  by  Catherine,  daughter  and 
co-heir  of  Sir  Simon  Mylbourne  of  Tillington  in  Burgh  ill  (vide  Pedigree  of  the  Barton 
family,  Chapter  1). 

Edmund  Plowden  had  studied  “arts,  philosophy  and  medicine”  at  Cambridge,  and 
then  went  to  Oxford,  and  in  1552  was  “  admitted  to  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery, 
but  subsequently  abandoned  medicine  for  law,  and  became  a  student  of  the  Middle 
Temple  ”.  He  was  a  Member  of  Parliament  for  Wallingford,  Berks,  in  1553,  and  for 
Reading,  Berks,  in  the  following  year.  To  any  who  may  be  interested  in  knowing 
more  of  the  family  of  Thomas  Higgs’s  wife  (which  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  England, 
Longville  Castle,  Salop,  belonging  to  them  as  early  as  a.d.  904),  vide  '  Records  of  the 
Plowden  Family  ’,  by  B.  M.  Plowden,  privately  printed  in  1887. 

It  is  evident  from  the  connections  given  between  the  Plowdens  of  Shiplake  and  their 
association  through  their  mother  with  the  family  of  Wollascot,  and  the  relationship 
existing  between  the  Wollascots,  Bartons,  Higgses,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  Weobley 
in  Herefordshire,  that  Thomas  Higges  of  Halford,  Shropshire  was,  with  little  doubt,  ol 
the  same  family  of  Higges.  An  abstract  of  his  will  dated  a.d.  1589,  December  28,  reads 
as  follows  : 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen  :  I,  Thomas  Higges  of  Halford,  Co.  Salop,  Gentleman, 
“  being  long  greeved  with  sicknes  I  give  to  Anne  my  wife,  in  the  performance  of 
bonds,  anti  premises  made  to  Edmond  Plawden,  the  elder,  Esquire,  deceased,  and 
Edward  Plawden,  gentleman,  deceased,  brothers  of  the  said  Anne,  all  my  oxen,  kyne, 
sheepe,  swyne,  etc.,  plate,  jewells,  corne,  grayne,  etc.,  she  to  admit  Richard  Higgs,  my 
son  and  heire,  to  aid  and  assist  her,  she  at  her  decease  to  leave  John,  eldest  son  ot  Mathewe 
Higgs  my  son,  £10.  To  Richard,  son  of  John  Brooke  of  Dynchapp  46s.  8 d.  The 
herryot  for  my  dwelling  house  at  Halford  to  be  paid,  lo  Blaunch  Ap  Powell,  my 
servant  maid,  4o/-.s\  My  wife  to  keep  and  maintain  the  said  John  Higgs  and  Richard 
Higgs  his  younger  brother,  with  meat,  drinks,  clothing,  and  scholing,  and  so  long  as 
my  son  Richard  Higgs  has  his  fynding  with  meate,  and  drinks,  and  horse  meate  at 
Holford.  To  the  said  Richard  Higgs,  my  sone  and  heire,  all  the  rest  of  my  goodes  etc. 
and  the  said  Richard  to  be  executor. 

Andrewe  Blunden,  Esquire  and  Humphrey  Eyton,  gentleman,  nephewes  to  my 
said  wife;  John  Brome,  gentleman,  my  brother-in-law;  and  my  cozen  William 
Cleobuky  to  be  overseers. 

Witnesses  :  Arthure  Meadhome  and  Richard  Higgs. 

Proved  at  London  0  November,  1591,  by  Anthony  Calton,  notary  public  proctor 
for  Richard  Higgs,  the  son  and  the  executor  named. 

(P.C.C.  “  Sainberbe  ”,  fo.  79).” 

It  would  appear  from  the  pedigree  in  the  ‘  Heralds’  Visitation  of  Shropshire  ’  in  1623, 
that  Thomas  Higgs  of  Halford  married  twice,  as  in  the  pedigree  then  recorded  his  wile 
is  given  as  Margaret,  daughter  of  Mathew  Browne,  and  this  was  probably  the  case 
as  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Sturry  of  Down  Rossall  at  the  time  ol  her  marriage  to 
Thomas  Higges  ot  Halford  was  a  widow,  the  relict  of  W  illiam  W^oll ascot  of  Wollascot, 
Co.  Shropshire,  and  as  Thomas  Higgs  named  his  son  “  Mathew  ”,  Margaret  the 
daughter  of  Mathew  Browne  was  with  little  doubt  the  mother  ol  his  family.  1  he 
‘  Visitation  ’  pedigree  shows  Thomas  Higgs  to  have  been  a  son  of  John  Higgs  (by  his 
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wife,  the  daughter  of  one  Higgins — or  Hibbins — of  Alton),  who  was  the  son  of  one 
Richard  Higges  (no  place  given). 

Richard  Higges,  the  son  and  heir  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Halford,  died  in  1598,  leaving 
by  his  wife  Mabell,  daughter  of  John  Birry  of  Newman  Bridge,  two  sons  of  the  name 
ol  1'homas,  and  a  third  son  named  Math  ewe,  a  daughter  Elinor,  and  a  daughter 
Ursula. 

I  he  second  son  of  Ihomas  Higges  of  Halford,  by  Margaret,  daughter  of  Mathew 
Browne,  Maihewe  Higgs,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Thomas 
Jenkins,  and  by  her  had  two  sons  and  a  daughter  Anne,  John  Higgs  the  elder  and 
Richard  Higgs  the  younger  son.  It  was  to  this  son  ol  Math  ewe  Higgs,  John,  that 
his  giandlather  Ihomas  Higgs  left  £10,  and  directed  that  their  grandmother  Anne 
Higgs,  the  daughter  ol  Humphrey  Plowden,  should  have  the  care  and  maintenance 
and  schooling  of  these  lads,  and  therelore  it  may  be  that  their  father  Math  ewe  Higgs 
predeceased  his  father. 

All  the  aforesaid  grandchildren  of  Thomas  Higges,  Gentleman  of  Halford,  and 
Margaret,  his  wife,  were  recorded  upon  the  ‘  Visitation  ’  of  the  county  in  1623. 

A  Ihomas  Higges  ol  Halford,  Gentleman,  died  in  or  about  1(114  {vide  P.C.C.  Will 
Reg.  “  Lawe  ”,  fo.  54),  possibly  another  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  by  Margaret,  daughter 
of  Mathew  Browne,  his  wife. 


TIIE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HOPSTON,  PARISH  OF  CIIARDLEY. 

There  can  be  little  doubt  that  a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  at  Halford  settled  at 
Hopston,  in  the  parish  of  (  hardley,  Shropshire,  for  among  the  wills  proved  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  in  1679  is  found  that  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  this  place 
was  living  there  in  the  seventeenth  century.  He  married  and  had  a  family  of  five  sons 
and  three  daughters  according  to  his  will,  which  was  proved  in  1(179  (P.C.C.  Book 
“  King  ”,  fo.  70)  as  follows  : 

1.  John  Higgs. 

2.  William  Higgs. 

3.  Thomas  Higgs. 

4.  Richard  Higgs. 

5.  Benjamin  Higgs. 

(1)  Ann,  who  became  the  wife  of  Edward  Ridley. 

(2)  Katherine. 

(3)  Elizabeth. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  CLAVFRLEY, 
QU  ATFORl). 


NEAR  BRIDGNORTH,  HICLEY  AND 


We  find  one  John  Higgs  in  business  as  a  miller  at  (  laverley,  about  four  miles  east 
of  Biidgnoith  in  this  county,  and  but  eight  miles  from  Wolverhampton,  in  Stafford- 
shiie,  at  this  time,  who  is  said  to  have  had  a  brother  Richard  Higgs,  who  matri¬ 
culated  from  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  in  1(172/3,  and  left  that  College  the 
following  year.  I  liese  two  brothers  were  sons  ol  Edward  Higgs,  probably  of 
Claverley.  John  Higgs,  the  miller  of  Claverley,  had  a  son  John  Higgs,  born  at 
Claverley  in  1(175.  1  his  son  John  became  a  prominent  man  in  the  Church,  and  from 

MS.  of  Bishop  Percy  of  Dromore,  under  date  of  1770  (with  diaries  and  sermons  by 
this  John  Higgs)  we  find  that  he  ministered  at  Ouatlord,  a  village  four  miles  from  his 
bit  thjilace,  two  miles  south  ol  Bridgnorth,  for  sixty-eight  years,  and  raised  a  numerous 
iamily.  His  eldest  son  became  a  clergyman,  and  purchased  the  advowson  of  Higley. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


His  name  was  Richard,  and  from  the  will  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Higgs,  Patron  and  vicar 
of  Higley,  proved  in  1756  (P.C.C.  “  Glazier  ”,  fo.  140),  he  apparently  died  without  issue, 
and  predeceased  his  father,  as  he  left  to  him  his  black  gown.  His  wife’s  name  is  given 
as  Mary,  and  she  was  left  sole  executrix  of  her  husband’s  will.  Another  son  of  the 
Rev.  John  Higgs  of  Claverley  and  Ouatford  was  in  business  as  a  tanner,  but  which  one 
of  his  other  sons  followed  this  business  is  uncertain,  for  among  his  numerous  family  he 
certainly  had  three  other  sons  besides  Richard,  his  eldest,  namely  : 

William  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

Rogkr  Higgs. 


Thk  Kkv.  Thomas  Kilpin  Higgs,  M.A.,  nicknamkd  “Tine  Bishop 

OK  THK  BOTTKRIKS  ”,  HORN  >()  JANUARY,  1851, 

oi  10  .>8  May,  1007. 


A  daughter’s  name  was  Elizabeth.  By  his  wife,  who  died  in  1718,  the  Rev.  John 
Higgs  of  Ouatford  is  said  to  have  come  into  some  fortune.  He  was  a  man  “  beloved 
by  his  parishioners  ”,  and  was  recognized  as  a  student  of  Oriental  languages  .  He 
died  at  Ouatford  in  17(13  (vide  “  Notes  and  Queries  ”,  (>,  Series  X,  fo.  341). 


From  Suit  in  Chancery  (Bundle  861/34-1737),  Higgs  v.  Careless,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  above-mentioned  Mary  Higgs,  the  sole  executrix  of  the  will  of  the 
Rev.  Richard  Higgs  of  Higley,  was  previously  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  William  Higgs, 
of  Birmingham,  Co.  Warwick  (vide  Pedigree  of  Higgs  Family  of  Shropshire  and  of 
Staffordshire).  ^ 
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Mrs.  Mary  Higgs,  M.A.  (nee  Kingsland),  widow  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas  Kilpin  Higgs,  M.A., 

of  Bent  House,  Oldham,  Lancashire,  whose  religious  and  philanthropic  work  is  so  widely 
known.  Author  of  ‘  Glimpses  into  the  Abyss  ’,  ‘  Five  Days  and  Nights  as  a  l  ramp  ’,  ‘  Down 
and  Out’,  and  ‘An  Octave  of  Song’.  She  is  still,  with  marvellous  energy,  superintending 
the  hostels  she  has  founded,  and  hundreds  of  lives  she  has  helped  will  be  living  monuments 
to  the  one  they  term  as  “  Mother  Mary  ”  for  many  years  to  come. 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SOMERSET. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  HIGH  HAM. 

At  the  village  of  High  Ham,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  the  rector  in  1607  was  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Nicholas  Higgs.  During  his  incumbency  in  this  parish  he  had  the  following 
children  born  to  him  and  baptized  : 

1622.  9  Dec.  Bridget,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higgs. 

1623.  16  Nov.  Susan,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Higgs. 

1629.  7  June.  Nicholas,  son  of  Nicholas  Higgs. 

In  1640,  on  10  February,  George  Higgs  and  Frances  Northover  or  Nokthouse 
were  married  in  this  parish. 


Note. — From  '  Phillimore’s  Marriage  Registers  ’  the  following  entries  are  gathered  : — 
At  High  Ham,  Co.  Somerset: 

ibio.  1  Nov.  Nicholas  Higgs,  sacra;  theologiae  professor  et  rector  ccclesue 

Highamensis,  and  Maria  Powell,  Wellensis. 

1640.  10  Feb.  Georgius  Higgs  and  Franc.  Northouse. 

1641.  3  May.  Joannes  Merriott  and  Christiana  Higges  (sed  Glastonia 

nupti). 

1675.  13  Jan.  William  Young  of  Aller  and  Maria  Higgs  of  Nether  Ham. 


At  Hitish,  (  o.  Somerset: 

1700.  cS  Dec.  John  Cattle  of  Warne  (Wearne)  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  High 

Ham  at  Huish  Episcopi,  Somerset. 

Vide  Chancery  Depositions  before  1714,  365/14,  Higgs  versus  Powell. 

I  he  Rev.  Nicholas  Higgs,  D.D.,  besides  owning  land  at  Allermore,  Co.  Somerset, 
owned  land  at  Alderwayes,  Co.  Stafford,  and  land  at  Reading,  Co.  Berks. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  STAFFORDSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  COUND,  HANBURY  AND  TATENHILL. 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  Higgs  family  had  spread  well  over  the  County  of  Stafford 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  from  the  Calendar  of  early  Higgs’s  wills  at  Lichfield,  and  there 
is  plenty  of  evidence  to  show  that  these  families  were  related  to  those  in  Shropshire, 
Worcestershire,  Derbyshire  and  Gloucestershire,  and  every  ground  for  believing  that 
all  these  Higgs  families  came  from  a  common  stock,  or  like  origin.  Some  of  the 
earliest  in  this  county  were  at  Yoxall,  in  close  proximity  to  Croxall,  in  Derbyshire,  where 
a  Higgs  family  was  settled,  and  also  at  Cound,  Hanbury,  Tatenhill  and  other  places  in 
Staffordshire. 

There  was  a  Higgs  family  at  Wolverhampton,  not  far  from  the  Shropshire  border, 
and  also  at  Sedgeley  (but  three  miles  from  Wolverhampton,  and  about  the  same  distance 
from  Dudley,  in  the  county  of  Worcester),  in  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  if 
not  previous  to  that  time.  Of  the  former  family  was  Thomas  Higgs  of  Wolverhampton, 
whose  daughter  Mary  married  into  the  old  Staffordshire  family  of  Ward  of  Stone  and 
Aston  Seighford,  now  represented  by  the  family  of  Ward  of  Rodbaston,  Staffordshire. 
She  married  Matthew  Ward  of  Stafford  on  3  January,  1778,  and  by  him  had  the 
following  family  : 
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1.  Ihomas  Higgs  Ward  of  Wolverhampton,  born  10  June,  1782  ;  married  first  Mary, 

daughter  of  Bolton  of  Humfreston  Hall,  Stafford  ;  second,  Kliz.  Siierwin. 

2.  \\  11  liam  Ward  of  Wolverhampton,  born  8  July,  178b,  and  by  his  wife  Ann,  daughter 

of  John  Barnett,  of  Comberton,  Co.  Worcester,  had  a  number  of  children  of 
whom — 

1.  William  Barnett  Ward  died  in  infancy. 

2.  Henry  W  ard,  J.P.  and  D.L.,  High  Sheriff  in  1872,  was  born  2s  bine  1828 

and  settled  at  Rodbaston. 

8-  W  ILLIAM  Hk.gs  W  ard,  born  10  August,  1830  ;  ob.  19  September,  1847. 

4.  (iEorge  Ward  of  Bearnett  House,  Benn,  Co.  Stafford,  f  P. 

(1)  Sarah  (Ward). 

(2)  Mary  (Ward). 

(3)  Esther,  who  married  Benjamin  Higgs  of  Sedgeley  Lodge,  Sedgeley,  who  in  all 

probability  was  her  cousin.  Esther  Higgs  died  in  1813,  leaving  a  son  : 

1.  Benjamin  Higgs  of  Sedgeley,  who  again  married  into  the  family  of  W;ard,  and 
by  his  wife  Elizabeth  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Ihomas  WArd  Higgs,  who  married  Annabella  Williams,  and  by  her  hhd 

three  sons  : 

1.  William  Ward  Higgs. 

2.  Arthur  Harry  Higgs. 

3.  Alfred  Ward  Higgs. 

2.  John  Higgs. 

3.  Edward  Higgs. 

4.  Charles  Benjamin  Higgs. 

(1)  Sarah. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WOLVERHAMPTON  ANI)  SEDGELEY. 

Die  Ward  family,  who  have  so  intermarried  with  the  Higgs  family  of  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  and  of  Sedgeley,  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  are  descended  from  Abraham  Ward  of 
Stone  in  Staffordshire,  whose  son  John  Ward  (baptized  18  November,  1687)  was  father 
of  Abraham  Ward  of  Aston  Seighford,  in  the  same  county  (baptized  28  August,  1712). 
I  Ins  Abraham  Ward  married  Mary,  the  daughter  of  William  Plant  of  Darlaston, 
neai  Stone,  in  1736,  and  by  her  had  seven  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely  : 

1.  Abraham,  of  Stafford,  born  1739  ;  married  Catherine  Lovatt  of  Stafford,  and  died 

1817. 

2.  John  Ward  of  Doddington,  Co.  Cheshire,  born  1742  ;  died  1795. 

3.  William  W  ard  of  Oxford,  born  1744;  died  1815. 

4.  Stephen  Ward,  born  1747  ;  died  1750. 

5.  I  homas  Ward  of  Oxford,  born  1749  ;  died  s.p.  1831. 

b.  Mai  i  hew  Ward,  born  21  August,  1731  ;  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Thomas  Hk.gs 
of  Wolverhampton,  3  January,  1778. 

7.  Joseph  W  ard,  born  1754  ;  died  178 7,  leaving  issue. 

(1)  Ann,  born  1737.  She  married  William  Pemberton  of  Tuustall,  Co.  Salop,  and  died 

1808  leaving  issue. 

(2)  Esther,  born  1758;  died  1783. 

1  he  Arms  borne  by  this  family  are  : 

lei  saltiie  az.  and  sa.  a  cross  pattee  between  four  pheons,  two  in  pale  and  two  in 

fess,  Or. 

Ciest  .  In  front  of  a  cubit  arm,  ppr.,  grasping  an  arrow  in  bend  sinister  Or,  three 

crosses  pattee,  also  gold. 

Motto  :  “  Spes  mea  in  Deo  ”. 

Vide  Tabulated  Pedigree  Higgs  Family  of  Staffordshire  and  of  Salop. 
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THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  (?)  QUARRY  BANK. 

I  here  was  a  family  of  Higgses  in  Staffordshire,  probably  related  to  those  of  the 
name  in  Wolverhampton,  who  arc  stated  to  have  resided  at  a  place  called  "  Quarry 
Bank”,  and  to  have  been  engaged  in  mining  engineering. 

Thomas  Higgs,  mining  engineer  of  (?)  “  Quarry  Bank  ” — or  possibly  Crackley  Bank 
— married  and  had  a  son — 

1  homas  Higgs,  who  followed  his  father’s  profession  as  a  mining  engineer  in  the  same 
place.  He  is  said  to  have  had  a  sister  Sarah,  who  became  the  wife  of  one  named  Homer. 
This  Thomas  Higgs  married  and  left  a  son — 

Solomon  Higgs,  who  married  a  widow  named  Mary  Broadhurst  (born  March, 
1796),  and  by  her  had  the  following  family  : 

1.  John  Lay  Higgs,  born  22  February,  1834. 

2.  I  homas  Frederic  Higgs,  M  I).,  born  13  May,  1835.  He  married  2  June,  1859, 

Helena  Griffin  Walker  (who  was  born  23  June,  1835,  and  died  28  March,  1900) 
He  moved  to  Dudley  in  the  county  of  Worcester  and  became  a  Justice  of  the  Pence 
(vide  Higgs  Family  of  Worcester). 

3.  Edward  Lay  Higgs,  born  8  March,  1837. 


A  CALENDAR  OF  WILLS  AND  ADMINISTRATIONS  AT  LICHFIELD,  151(1  1(152. 


1(104. 

Arthur  Hi  (a 

s.  145  Adm. 

1(138. 

Arthur  Higg 

s.  Will. 

1638. 

Alice  Higgs. 

Will. 

1(114. 

Icleanor  Hig 

gs.  106  Will. 

1(117. 

George  Higg 

es.  239  Will. 

1(117. 

George  Higg 

es.  244  Will. 

1(113. 

Henry  Higgi 

:s.  15  Will. 

1535- 

John  Hyggs 

of  Croxall.  7I1  Will. 

I544- 

John  Higges 

of  Cound.  24  Will. 

155I- 

John  Hyggs 

of  Hanbury.  18  Will. 

1583- 

John  Higges 

188  Will. 

L597- 

John  Higges 

205  Will. 

1 599- 

John  Higges 

2  Adm. 

1(115. 

John  Higgs. 

141  Adm. 

1(125. 

John  Higgs. 

6  Will. 

1635. 

John  Higgs. 

10  Will. 

1(130. 

Margaret  Hi 

GGES.  Will 

-'55'"* 
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1558. 

Rl(  HARD  IIlGI 

.s  of  Walton.  117b  W 

1(128. 

Richard  IIig< 

.es  of  Tatenhill.  Will. 

K147. 

Robert  Hegg 

of  Barrow.  Adm. 

1548- 

Thomas  Hyggs  of  Yoxall.  75b  Will. 

1(132. 

Thomas  Higg 

s.  Will. 

1596. 

William  Higges.  155  Adm. 

1602. 

William  Higges.  86  Will. 

162b. 

William  Higgs.  27  Will. 

y 


' 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SUFFOLK 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SUFFOLK. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  FORDLEY. 

On  25  May,  i594>  Robert  and  John  Elmham  of  Midleton,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
granted  a  deed  of  feoffment  to  Richard  Hyggks  respecting  an  estate  in  Fordley. 
Lordley  was  a  part  of  the  Manor  of  Midleton  (or  Middleton-cum-Fordley,  as  it  is  described 
in  other  deeds  of  this  period).  How  long  this  hereditary  estate  was  in  the  family  of  this 
Richard  Hygges  or  from  what  part  he  came  has  not  come  to  light.  Suffolk  is  not  a 
county  in  which  many  of  the  name  of  Higgs  are  found  -to  any  extent.  In  connection 
with  Midleton  Austens  manor  the  admission  of  this  Richard  Higges  on  12  September, 
1 505*  i-s  recorded,  so  that  he  also  held  land  in  connection  with  this  adjacent  manor. 
I  he  original  deed  of  feoffment  is  offered  for  sale  by  Mr.  H.  R.  Moulton,  5,  Park  Hill, 
Richmond,  Surrey,  among  his  remarkable  collection  of  ancient  deeds  for  21s.  (Catalogue 
Ref.  C. 504-1930)  ;  likewise  the  record  of  the  Admission  of  this  Richard  Higges  in 
connection  with  Midleton  Austens  manor  (C.533 — price  with  others  in  the  bundle  of 
various  admissions,  £2  10s.). 

I  he  Middleton  Parish  Registers  commence  in  1653.  These  have  not  been  examined 
for  Higgs  entries. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SUDBURY,  AND  OF  SOUTH  PENDER  ISLAND,  B.G. 

( Vide  Higgs  Family  of  Upton  St.  Leonards,  Co.  Gloucester.) 

It  was  in  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century  that  Samuel  Higgs,  the  fifth  son 
of  William  Higgs  of  Upton  St.  Leonards,  in  the  County  of  Gloucester,  by  Esther 
Stanger,  his  wife,  took  up  his  abode  at  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  later  in 
life  settled  at  Comard,  in  the  same  county,  purchasing  his  residence  there  called  “  The 
Moat  ”,  He  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Suffolk.  He  married  Maria  Hibble,  the 
daughter  of  a  wealthy  bunting  manufacturer  of  Sudbury,  by  whom  he  had  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  as  follow  : 

1.  Thomas  Higgs,  born  in  1842.  He  married  Amelia  Spalding  (of  whom  later). 

2.  William  Higgs,  born  1846,  and  died  in  1848. 

3.  Horace  Higgs,  born  1848  and  died  in  1855. 

4.  Arthur  Hibbi.e  Higgs,  M.A.,  born  1850,  of  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  from  which 

College  he  matriculated  21  October,  18(19,  aged  19.  He  (lied  in  1915  (15  July). 

(1)  Maria  Hibble,  born  1844.  She  married  John  Howard  Spalding,  and  died  in 

1881,  leaving  by  him  eight  children. 

(2)  Margaret,  living  in  1930. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  born  1855.  She  died  in  1908. 


Thomas  Higgs,  the  eldest  son  (born  in  1842),  had,  by  his  wife  Amelia  Spalding,  one 
son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Lewis  Leonard  Spalding  Higgs,  bom  in  18(17.  He  married  Caroline  Emma  Wells 
Batsford  of  St.  Mary  Bourne,  Andover,  Co.  Hants,  and  settled  at  South  Pender 
Island  in  British  Columbia  (vide  Chapter  X  and  his  meeting  with  William  Miller 
Higgs  in  Victoria,  B.C.,  about  1911).  It  was  in  1886  that  Lewis  Leonard 
Spalding  Higgs  settled  in  British  Columbia,  and  in  1897  his  two  sisters  likewise 
settled  in  this  Province.  By  Caroline  Emma  Wells  Batsford,  his  wife,  he  had 
issue  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Thomas  Leonard  Higgs  of  All  Bay,  Sidney,  Vancouver  Island.  He  married 
Kathleen  Westwood,  by  whom  he  has  a  son  : 

1.  Thomas  Leonard  Martin  Higgs,  born  26  September,  1930. 


24 


!>  '  1 


- 


* 

. 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


37° 


2.  William  York  Higgs  (nicknamed  “  Bo’sun  ”),  who  married  Nona  Dawn  Fhrnau, 
by  whom  he  lias  a  son  : 

i.  William  Leonard  Constant  Higgs. 

(i)  Amelia  Winifred  was  the  only  daughter  of  Lewis  Leonard  Spalding  Higgs. 
She  married  Andrew  Georgeson  (of  Scotch  descent),  by  whom  she  has  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters  : 

1.  Darrel  Georgeson. 

2.  Norman  Georgeson. 

3.  Robert  Georgeson. 

(1)  Eileen. 

(2)  Kathleen. 

(3)  Dorothy. 

(4)  Violet. 

(5)  Phillis. 

(1)  The  elder  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Amelia  Spalding  his  wife,  Mabel,  who 

settled  in  British  Columbia  in  1897,  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Martin  Grainger  of 
Victoria,  who  was  in  the  Forestry  Department  of  the  Government  of  British 
Columbia.  (Now  living  in  Vancouver,  1930.) 

(2)  The  younger  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs  and  Amelia  Spalding,  his  wife,  Winifred, 

became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ralph  Grey.  She  likewise  lives  in  Vancouver,  B.C. 


Pennant  of  the 

Gulf  Islands  Transportation  Company  Ltd. 
(Higgs  Bros.). 


As  related  in  (  hapter  X,  Lewis  Leonard  Spalding  Higgs  served  with  the  Canadian 
forestry  Corps  during  the  World  War,  holding  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  was  well  versed 
in  timber,  and  a  remarkably  well-read  man.  He  died  on  27  May,  1922.  Both  of  his 
sons  are  engaged  in  B.C.  Coast  freighting,  and  the  two  brothers,  ('apt.  Thomas  Leonard 
and  Capt.  William  York  Higgs,  have  recently  gone  into  partnership  in  this  business 
under  the  name  of  the  “  Gulf  Islands  Transportation  Co.  Ltd.  ”,  and  are  much  respected 
in  shipping  circles  upon  the  Pacific  Coast. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  SURREY. 

THE  IIIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WANDSWORTH. 

Wandsworth  Parish  Church  Registers. 

M am' ages  : 


1727. 

1760. 

2  April. 
3i  Aug. 

William  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Stephens. 

George  Long,  bachelor,  and  Hannah  Higgs,  spinster 

Baptisms  : 

1690, 

1692. 

16  Nov. 

18  Dec. 

Lewis,  son  of  Joshua  Higgs. 

John,  son  of  John  Higgs. 
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1695. 

11 

Feb. 

1698. 

21 

May. 

1701. 

19 

Dec. 

172.3- 

13 

Nov. 

172  5- 

7 

Nov. 

1728. 

Mar. 

1 73i- 

23 

May. 

1733- 

19 

Dec. 

173-8. 

9 

July. 

*7 49- 

8 

Oct. 

I in  rials  : 

1 73 1 

24 

Feb. 

*734- 

19 

June 

T739- 

28 

June 

»  *7 

J/ 
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Jane,  daughter  of  John  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  John  Higgs. 

Christian,  son  of  John  Higgs. 

James,  son  of  William  and  Catherine  Higgs. 
William,  son  of  Robert  Higgs. 

Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
William,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Hannah,  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Catherine,  daughter  of  William  and  Ann  Higgs. 


Elizabeth,  infant  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 
Robert  Higgs. 

Hannah,  infant  daughter  of  William  Higgs. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WORCESTERSHIRE. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  WORCESTER. 

Branches  of  the  Higgs  family  were  settled  in  the  county  of  Worcester  in  the  sixteenth 
century.  T  his  may  well  be  expected,  as  the  county  is  bounded  on  the  south  by  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  on  the  west  by  Herefordshire,  on  the  north  by  Staffordshire,  on  the  east  by 
Warwickshire,  and  on  the  north-west  by  Shropshire.  Roger  Higgs  was  living  in  the 
parish  of  Hartleborne  towards  the  end  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  by  his  will,  proved  in 
1601  (P.C.C.  “  Woodhall  ”,  fo.  32),  left  a  son  William  Higgs. 

On  3  July,  1681,  Edward  Higgs,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Alban’s,  Worcester,  married 
Mary  Bryan  of  that  parish  (she  was  buried  there  3  March,  1723).  Edward  Higgs, 
dying  in  1712  and  buried  at  St.  Alban’s,  Worcester,  14  December  in  that  year,  left  by 
Mary,  his  wife,  the  following  family— two  sons  and  live  daughters  : 


1.  Edward  Higgs,  baptized  at  St.  Alban's,  Worcester,  20  July,  1690.  He  married 

20  June,  1714,  Elizabeth  Ballard  of  St.  Martin’s  Parish,  and  dying  in  1734  he 
was  buried  on  the  28th  day  of  that  year  at  St.  Alban's,  leaving  by  Elizabeth  his 
wife  one  son  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  John  Higgs,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  Parish  Church  16  November,  1725. 

(1)  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  2  October,  1715  ;  buried  there  11  November, 

1725- 

(2)  Mary,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  15  September,  1717. 

(3)  Ann,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  3  September,  1732  ;  buried  there  (?)  1732. 

2.  John  Higgs,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  Parish  Church  17  June,  1697;  buried  at  St. 

Alban’s  6  August,  1707. 

(1)  Mary,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  9  April,  1682  ;  buried  there  16  June,  1702. 

(2)  Abygeall,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  26  April,  1684  ;  buried  there  25  March,  1729. 

(3)  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  19  April,  168b  ;  buried  there  2  October,  1689. 

(4)  Sarah,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  10  March,  ifjBy.  She  married  John  Williams 

1  January,  1713. 

(5)  Elizabeth,  baptized  at  St.  Alban’s  4  April,  1(193  ;  buried  15  February,  1694. 


No  research  has  been  made  for  the  descendants  of  this  family,  but  the  following 
record  of  Worcester  Higgses  may  prove  useful  : 

St.  Alban’s,  Worcester  : 

1742.  24  Oct.  Edward  Higgs  married  Cassia  Taylor. 
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The  will  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  Worcester  (P.C.C.  April,  1655,  “  Aylett  ",  343)  may 
throw  light  upon  the  ancestry  of  Edward  Higgs  of  St.  Alban’s  parish. 

From  ‘  Phillimore’s  Parish  Registers’: — Higges  of  Inckborrow : 

John  Higges  of  Inckborrow  married  to  Anne  Holder  of  Bradley,  Worcestershire, 
30  April,  1630. 

From  the  Calendar  of  early  Worcestershire  Wills  and  Marriage  Bonds  it  is  evident 
that  in  the  sixteenth  century  families  of  Higgses  were  settled  in  Bidford,  Bromsgrove, 
Cropthorne,  Grafton  Flyford,  Grimley,  Hartlebury,  Holte,  Nawnton,  North  Lyttelton, 
Overbury,  St.  Peter’s  parish,  Worcester,  and  other  places  in  this  county. 

This  Calendar  from  1451  1600  is  given  that  it  may  be  of  assistance  to  those  Higgs 
families  whose  ancestry  is  known  to  have  been  in  this  county. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  DUDLEY. 

In  the  nineteenth  century  Thomas  Frederic  Higgs,  Esq.,  M.D.,  was  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  county  borough  of  Dudley  in  Worcestershire.  He  was  born  13  May,  1835, 
and  was  the  second  son  of  Solomon  Higgs  of  Quarry  Bank  (?  Crackley  Bank),  Stafford¬ 
shire,  by  Mary  Broadhurst  (widow),  nee  — lay  ? — ,  his  wife.  Dr.  Thomas  Frederic 
Higgs,  J.P.,  married  2  June,  1859,  Helen  Griffin  Walker  (born  23  June,  1835; 
died  28  March,  1900),  by  whom  he  had  issue  three  sons  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  Joseph  Walker  Higgs- Walker. 

2.  William  Henry  Higgs-Walker. 

3.  Thomas  Frederick  Higgs. 

(1)  Mary  Lucretia  Walker  Higgs. 

(2)  Alice  Maud  Walker,  who  married  Walter  Blox. 

(3)  Lizzie  Walker,  who  married  William  Nayi.er. 

(4)  Minnie  Walker-Higgs. 

( Vide  Chart  Pedigree  Higgs  Family  of  Dudley,  Co.  Worcester  p.  373A.) 


A  CALENDAR  OF  WILLS  AT  WORCESTER  AND  MARRIAGE  BONDS  1451-1600. 


1532. 

20  Dec. 

1536. 

— 

L547- 

18  June. 

1549- 

24  Aug. 

1 559- 

— 

1561. 

— 

1562. 

10  July. 

1566. 

— 

1566. 

— 

1569. 

— 

1 5  7 5  - 

— 

1582. 

— 

1586. 

— 

1586. 

— 

1586. 

— 

1589. 

— 

1590. 

— 

1591- 

— 

John  Hygge  of  North  Lyttelton 
John  Hyggs  of  Overbury 
John  Hygge  of  St.  Peter’s,  Worcester  . . 
Katherine  Hygges,  spinster  of  Grymley 
Thomas  Higgs  of  Bromsgrove 
Jamys  Cornewall  alias  Hyggs  of  Rypple 
Thomas  Higges 
Margery  Hygges  of  Nawnton 
Humfrey  Hygges 
Gregory  Higgs  of  Holte 
Thomas  Higges  of  Holte  and  Julian  Morley  of 
Holte 

John  Merrell  of  Grafton  Flyford  and  Dorothie 
Higgs  of  that  place 

Edward  Higgs,  yeoman  of  Ambresly  or  Ombersley 
Edward  Amelit,  tanner,  of  Ombersley  and  Anne 
Higgs  of  that  place 

John  Higgs  of  Ombersley  and  Anne  Baker  of  that 
place 

John  Higgs,  husbandman,  of  Holte 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Grafton  Fleford 

Richard  Godfrey  and  Joan  Higgs  of  Cropthorne 


Will. 

Will. 

Adm. 

A  dm. 

Will  and  Inv. 
Will  and  Inv. 
Will. 

Will  and  Inv. 
Will  and  Inv. 
Will  and  Inv. 
Marriage  Bond. 

Marriage  Bond. 

Will  and  Inv. 
Marriage  Bond. 

Marriage  Bond. 

Inventory. 
Inventory. 
Marriage  Bond. 


I  »/vi 

.yim  hi!  ' i  r'i  lq  i-^iho  i.m,  ,r»Jeo-  10  N  ,tteru;q  j 

i.  ,  l  •  •-  :  I  : 


./ajaiKI  <0  MIMA1  X.  >IH  2IHT 


:  >  I .  I '  .  I  vi.i  >  ftlrt  r.  ■  uii  ■/  » 
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I  vliciO  lo  «o;»iH  u«<»| 


-  .  i. 


THOMAS  HIGGS  = 

of  Quarry  J3 a nk, 

Co,  Stafford  /Diking  Dc/hllr 

’THOMAS  =r  ~ 


THOMAS  CULLERNt 

Mayo  ft  cy '  Maidenhead 
in  i  7 


ti 


She  married 

S  econdly 

0)  (3)  L 


.  Higgs 


Frederic 

Higgs 

°J 

Quarry 

'Bank  , 

Min  in g 

Engineer 


SARAH- 


J  CURTIS  CULLERN=  THEREVRICHARD 

HCtMBtR  1/80 


fARY 

ertWalker  widower 
EMBER  I  838  atHox.7VN 
^ja'RichardTreffry, 
udent  of  the 
lyrn  Conference 
lmbcr  I  864  and  was 
Vault  beneath  Maidenhead 
%yan  Church  . 
ftdeAMidrioyrruzn  and  a 
cruuaclM-Jnis  nattddtut 


TREFFRY.Sm 

House  Governor  of  the 
Wesleyan  Theological 
Institution  at  Horton 
He  resigned  the  Conference 
Presidency  in  I8o3 
through  ill  health , 

Set  tied  in  his  wife's 
native  town,  and  died  died 


ax?. .  ..OJLLERN 
tow.  12  Jan.  1793 
mar-.  ....  MACKIE 
of  Ma/denhead  hj, 
whom  she  had  a 
daughter^. 

Harriet  who 

married  James 
A.  Nacdoinaud 
858 


in  Maidenhead  I5Sept  (3)HARRICT  CULLERN 
184-2  .aged  7  1  who  married  one 

'll.?, CUOJU  murrJen  of  Me  DORCAS  WB  ATTY  of 

l  eyCo,  Worcestcr & ocm  fie/i  fife  to.lAeywuke  of  otAeis  ^  m  whom 

'  u  '-971  cfCfomtL  to. Dudley fuid dcMuit  etn  1832  sAe  W  two  Sons 

corn  o-naf,  fie  foot  cotuDu  cund  ncuT  rrutfezS 


uuktci. 


SOLOMON 

H  I6GS 


MARY  BROADHENRY  JEMIMA  —  JOtutMIbObEsa 

a  Widow  d Ne'e  VALKEF?  GRIFFIN  Tv  -y 

7  M.nrn  i7r  . .  JtbhecmuYta-te 

hom  March  ill 


ROBERT  mim 


ofdfunt: 


WRIGHT 

of 

cunning 


Cbunty 

Berks 


Only  child  of  his 

I.,..  , . ■  - .  -x  —  fathers 2nd mam 

WALKER  A?w28JAN  1822  w . 

ournui of, d/XEtcefic/ute  aDofiyAstM  iicdcKaxiA  O/e went lo hie withAOWW  Hllin 
Mat  .the  CfkiKE  of  aft  ftdvcvnA  'made  a  H IGGS  atM/UD£NHE/lD  WINDSOR, 
dfieccal  wait  to  Jl/tacdun/nead  .toffee  dfiuf  SdudcAJtSHAWsSr/i  BATH 
foiu  amiwnaC.  Jn -Laden  Pfe  John  H  ig  qs  AMamTicedto  JOHN  HIGGS 
fitcfed/y  cno/nyed  yfu  gave  ,af  Arxouny  ound  Chemist  end  became  farther 
H  fecoyne  on  atdond  awn-hen  J/e  founded  a  School  at 

John  'Edward  Thomas Fredewohn . 'william  -on  Wjjj  cauDc  ofjlonamtimiO,  Cook  ham  Co  Berks  m  1 842 

LAY  L  AY  of  Dudley.  Co  j  RIFF1N  WA|  KFR  f*  'JOHN  WESLEY  WALKER  ‘JEMIMA 

HIGGS  HIGGS 

horn  •  .  „ 

23Leb.I8S4- 


2 

1, 


'JOSEPH  WALKER  HIGGS- WALKER  - 

Esauire,  O.  B  E.,V.D.,  ZB  for  the  Courtly  of 
Stafford  (1902)  cf  ICh/tch/ill,  /C/ngsw/nford 
nrDuDiEt.  he  took  the  additional  sur 
name  of  Wa lk  e:  r  ( Bye  the r  with,  his 
brother  William  Henry  Walker  Higqs) 
ujhoy  inheriting  his  maternal  grand 
fathers  nail  manufacturing  business 
[that  of  Joseph  Grip  fin  Walker  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Wa  l  k  fr  fam  ily  in  1 7(>0),td 
gelher  with  the  old  residence  Spr/n on /l  r 
House.  Nether  ton,  by  Deed  Pol  l  8  Fl  b  1 8  8  7 
he  was  horn  \  I860. 


Cf  DUJJLEV  cu  >  RIPPIN  WALKER  DOC  of Torn  JOhN  WLbLLY  WALKER  ‘Jl 

JP/.r-A.^XuER  ctnunEHHum&Dym 

horn  1 3  May  1 8  hv  Pollard  db/ytetuA  mJtmeUw  2  July  1829..  Bocr/Dayor of  the  thorough 

1  j  -  nor  fi-  diUi.cn  ccrnnidcuon.  .uadfi  ddaCiCMyanfUMilfiodD  &s  art  7f on  ovary  freeman 


fstdau.of 
JSE  EsaJP 
IpTo/w  Co 


THOMAS 

FREDERICK 

HIGGS 


Mary  'Alice  =  Walter  'uzzie^wiliiam'jemi  ma 


Lucretiamaud 

WALKER  WALKER 


Co  Worcester 


blood  walker 

of 

The  Croft 

Evobastom 
CoStafford 
Hediedmo 


NAYLER  WALKER 


'J.ASHWIN  NAYLER 


Gerald  Whitehouse 
miggs-walker. 

horn  :  I  894-- 


William  ^cftheftexA 'Boris  Mary  = 

H  l  O  G  5  ”  SM ITH  latetteddr  horn .  6  Aug.  1 895 
horn  '.  I  8  \Co., Stafford V-  TiTar:  -Aug  1920 

u-.ofthe  Hon  HENLEY 


TolHaROLD  HELENA  =6E0FFREY 

BANTOCKSANKEY.MCWHITEHOUSE  THOMAS 

of  7ae Blue  House  3.275ept.I904  •  of 

Al  br/gh  ton.,  Co  Staffs.  77Z:SeptI93I  BinysNill 


'wleDehre^hogilfivG  i  MICHAEL  to/771924  lJAME5  CHARLES  hom  1 92  7  ^yJrcBteh 

To  face  p.  372. 


yui<Hlu;H  i  tolv  l  n.  m.i.)  /unorltqorc') 

ii  tti  .  1  i  ■;  i  m  i 

./aj<lUO  iO  YHMAM  *  J  >IH  3HT 

' 

I  J  -  1  '  I*  ■  ,  1'  '  '  r>  :<M  •<  I  /  .  ■ 


I  itirO  to  tii '  •  '  >| 


•  ■ 


THOMAS  HIGGS  = 

cj  Quarry  IBank. 

Co.  Stafford  11  in  lng  Fg/a/eer 

THOMAS  '' 


Frederic 
Higgs 

°f 

SUciTrjJ 
\ 'Bank , 

Mining 
Engineer 


SARA  hi = 


SAM  U  CL  WALKER  =f 

who  settled  at  A/ ' CTHEHTON ' 
jTomDEdBYSHJRt,  and  founded 
the  business  1 76 0 


THOMAS  CULLERNt . She  married 


GO 

r 


Mayor  of  Maidenhead 

in  17  9  3 


S  econdly 
0)  (3) 


Higgs 


Elizabeth  griffin=  Robert  walker4MARY  ANN  CURTIS  CULiERN=  therevRICHARD  m  .'...Cullern 


HOMER  (  1st  VV  i-fe  to  Robert 
Walker  _ 
died  circa  1818) 


W/THY/yiooR  Mouse 
Herb  y  Hand 
Co  Worcester 

died'.  14  July  1 830 


horn  4-September  176 
mar :  I  y  January  182 

Rob lrt  Walker  widower 
mar.  cy  November  1 838  athfoxTVN 
J  the  Hfcev.Hi  ichardTreffry, 
Coresident  of  the 
Wesleyan  Conference 
died  I  6.Decem  ber  I  664  and  was 
'buried  in  a  v- aid t  beneath  Maidenhead 
Wesleyan  Church  . 

<ffL£,u/ud  a  moat denjoadruyman  fund  a 
ARcmmAaSCe  cncmaciMlhis  naff ycs-tu 


TREFFRY.sek 

House  Governor  of  the 
Wesleyan  Theological 
Ins  tv  tu  ti  on  at  Horton 
He  resigned  the  Conference 
Presidency  in  1835 
through  ill  health . 

settled  in  his  wife’s  . . 

native  town,  and  died  died'.  1858 
in  Maidenhead  I5Sept  (3)  HARRIET  CULLERN 


horn\  12  Jan.  1793 
mar:  ....  MACK  IE 
of  Maidenhead  by 
whom  she  had  a. 
daughter- 

HARRIET  who 
married  James 
A.  Macdonald 


184-2  .aged  7  1  who  married  one 

of  JOHN  HiqLs.  J  P,  of JMadiernAedd.  <Me  io-oJ  a.  murndac  of , tie  TtOECAS  / 

^  W  do  Sons 

awncma ytfie,  fiowt  cofueEJ  cund  ncu C  maHtS 
cf  Dee  by  Hand  ,u-fMe  ffcMcefa  anome  luai  .owMcejE  feAcaArenaiemt 

ctn  14  JUNE  1 834-  foM  yea/id  qft&i  A&ifout  fuUva/udf  , 

CoueaE  Maidenhead  YiurUir^/iex  rHecorwt  macuua. 


SOLOMON 

Higgs 


MARY  BROADHURST 

a  Wi olow  (? See  L AY) 

bom.  March  I79C 


JOSEPH  GRIFFINWALKER- 

of  Spring  h/l  l  House.  He  thereon 

died'  14- July  ! 864 


John  'Edward  Thomas  Frederic  Higgs,  Esquire  M.D 

LAY  LAY  of  Dudley.  Co.  Worcester 

HIGGS  HIGGS  J.P  for  thelBoroiigh  of  Dudley 

^r/?  horn- 1 3.  M  AY  1838 

23Ee&I834-  ch  ed.  1 92 5  after  having  practiced 

i  n  Dudley  for  over  6oyears.aQecJ.QY 


(n) 


(0 


(III) 


Joseph  walker  higgs- walker 

Esauire,  O.B  L.,VD.,  J.P \  for  the  County  of 
Stafford  (i  902)  of  Whcehall,  JC/ngsw/neord 
th Dudley,  he  took  the  additional  sur 
name  of\Ni\\jxz.K{.tq£elfier  with  his 
troth er  William  Henry  Walker  Hi oqs) 
upon  inheriting  his  maternal  grand 
fathers  nail  manufacturing  business 
[that  of  Joseph  Griffin  Walker,  estah 
ilshed hy  the Wa l k CHfam ily  in  I  fSo), to¬ 
gether  with  the  old  residence  Spr /w chill- . 

House,  //ettherton,  by  Deed  Poll  8  FebI8  87 
he  was  horn :  I860. 


MARY  COLE  ‘  HENRY  'JEMIMA  -JOlJLN, MlbbLEsa 
WALKER  GRIFFIN  f^a/o 
WALKER  ‘  ‘ 

■GOT 


ROBERT  WALKER. 


oiunMt 

.that _ 

dfeccaf  wJ-it  ,to . 

cAam 


(tv) 


I  _  Onlychitdof his 

,.  _  _ ofdhozt;  fathersHnobnam 

ufheedrAof Of.  %tnw  /Coded  i  A?/7?28JAN  1822 

cuddiMutJoiiototuxA  J/e  went  to  live  with  JOHN 
.Mf.atdvounJ  ‘made  ct  H IGGS  at  MAIDENHEAD 
cudmvfieud  Coffee  dfius  STiuiateol:  fllSHAWS. Set  BATH 
tcU&idtfe  John  H ig qs  com  -AjJarerT iced. to  JOHN  HIGGS 
j  ft  gave  .<uf  Aaamy  a/rut  Chemist  end  became  farther 


'HELENA  'ELIZABETH  'LUCRETIA'LAURA 

GRIFFIN 


T 


JOHN 


11.  deccume  cm  ondmt  DRyiAen  Jte founded  a  School  at 

""‘WILLIAM  ff/onemfunut^  CoonhamFo ’Berks in\t>Hi 


Louden 


WRIGHT 
of 

Sumffi 

MLLn- 

WINDSOR. 

tbunty 

Berks 


WALKER 

Aar/?:  23  JuneI835 
mar  2 JuneI859 
died -.2  8  Mat?.  1900 


'John  Wesley  walker  ‘Jemima 


GRIFFIN  WALKER  jonn  wlollt  walklk  j 

_  g.  WALKER  gn_  oJ-MAWENHEmCo.BcRK 

edmd  AmAAlyria  The  Chav-  William  !TLLARD^/k<Si7c/£  cn  fumemy  2  July  I8§?5) 

Dte  fcArdef  .feourne,  u  local  fumdiet  A/n  amri&uftori  Hcdfi  the  Cvdteyari 

t>UUNk>.  dC&aHxA'ncdf  diotdiHL,td 

Erie 


oouote.  ch 

dfeccLwrie 


£xd]2ayor  of  the  thorough 
tr  an  Honorary  Freeman . 


=r MARY  ELIZABETH 

chau.,of  Jam  es  VvHlTEHOUSE.EsaJp 
oJDurntTree,  Tipton 
Co.  Stafford. 

married  1893. 


‘William  henry  walker 

H I GG  S-WALKER 
horn'.  June  18 o2 
Hook,  th  e  addih  on  a  l  su  r 
name  of  WALKER  with 
his  brother  Joseph,  hy 
Deed  Poll  8  Feb  S887 


FANNY  ELIZA  eldest  dm., of 

James  WHITE  HOUSE  EsqJP 
of  BurnFTeee,  T/pton.Cq 

OTAEFO.Rn 


‘THOMAS 

FREDERICK 
H  I60S 

ofBeacmsfidd 
ftouse,  Dudl  l  y. 
Co  Worcester 


Mary  Talice  =  Walter  'uzzie- 

Lucretiamaud  blood  walker 

WALKER  WALKER  of 

The  Croft 

PboBRSTON 

Co.Stafford 

lfedied\92Q 


william'jemima 

NAYLER  WALKER 


J.  ASH  WIN  NAYLER 


Gerald  Whitehouse 
higgs-walker. 

born  :  I  894. 


'William  Frederick 

HlQQS-WALKER 

born  :  18  9  7 


MARY  LYDIA 

horn:  1906 


JAMES  ARTHUR  HI66S-WALKER.MA  T  MURIEL dau.,oftkeftev*  ‘DORIS  MARY 


Head  Master  of  SevenJaxs  School  Co.  Went 
Sch  olarof  Sr.  Johns  College.  Oxford.  late 
Cafh,  WoRcesre/tSH/RePeg  *  tom  3 1  July  18  92 


'BRIDGET  JEAN  horn 8 March  1918 


HANKS  SMITH  lateHtecldr 
of  fi/ML£y,Co.,  Stafford  2a 
Drand-dau.qflhe  Hon. HENLEY 
EDENS  C Vide-  DehreR  ‘JhomJAltG 


horn.  6  Aus. 1 895 
mar:  -  Aug  1920 


1891 


-C0L.HAROLD  HELENA  - 

BantockSankey.mc.Whitehouse 

of  The  Blue  House  h.  275ept.  1904 
Hl BRIGHTON.. Co. Sr/jETS.  77Z-SeptI93I 


MICHAEL  ^1924  ‘JAMES  CHARLESAoml927 


GEOFFREY 

THOMAS 

of 

B/nysHll 

FED  MORE  G 
Worcester. 


To  face  p.  372. 
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I59I- 

159I- 

1593- 

x593- 

I595- 

J595- 

I59()- 

I597- 

x597- 

1597- 

1597- 

1598. 

1600. 

1600. 


Julian  Higgs  of  Charleton 
Julia  Higgs,  widow,  of  Cropthorne 
Henry  Higges,  husbandman,  of  Bidford 
Margaret  Higges,  widow,  of  Beteley  Holt 
Humphry  Ballard  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of 
Ambersley 

Henry  Penne  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  of  Bromsgrove 
James  Higges  of  Milnar  Hartlebury  and  Margaret 
Ballard  of  Hartlebury 

Thomas  Higgs,  yeoman,  of  St.  Lawrence  Evesham 
Thomas  Higgs,  labourer,  of  Hanly  Castle 
Thomas  Hygges,  labourer,  of  Hanly  Castle 
Thomas  Rose,  yeoman,  and  Joane  Higgs,  both  of 
Tredungton 

Hufraye  (Humphrey)  Higges  of  Holt 
Annis  Hicks  (Higgs),  widow,  of  St.  Lawrence 
Evesham 

John  Higgs  of  Ombersley 


Adm. 

Inventory. 

Will  and  Inv. 
Will  and  Inv. 
Marriage  Bond. 

Marriage  Bond. 
Marriage  Bond 

Will  and  Inv. 
Will  and  Inv. 
Will  and  Adm. 
Marriage  Bond. 

Will  and  Inv. 
Will  and  Inv. 

Adm.  and  Inv. 
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CHAPTER  XIX 


Early  References  to  the  Higgs  Family  in  Chancery  Proceedings 


*1486. 
*1486-1515. 
*1486  1515. 
1500  1501. 
1 504-15 15. 

1529-15 32. 
1 529-1532. 
153J-I538- 


Higgis,  John,  Gloucester  . . 
Hygges,  1  homas,  Gloucester 
Hygges,  1  homas,  Gloucester 
Higgs,  Johanne,  Hertford 
Hygges,  Stephen  (Clk.),  Stafford 
Hygys,  Agnes,  Somerset  . . 
Hyggys,  Johanne,  Norfolk 
Hygges,  John,  Worcester.. 
Hygges,  Joan,  Worcester.. 
Hygges,  Thomas,  Worcester 
Hygges,  Joan,  Worcester  .  . 


Ref. 

•  •  '  79/43- 

.  .  187/70. 

..  196/58. 

••  241/75. 

•  •  367/29- 

. .  690/47. 

. .  692/19. 

769/11. 
. .  769/1  r. 

. .  769/11. 

. .  769/11. 


1558-1579. 


1558-1579 

1558-1579 

1558-1579 

1587-1591 

*1596  1616 

*1596-1616 

*1617. 

1621-1625 

*1621-1625 

*1621-1625. 

*1621-1625. 
*1626  1659. 
*1644. 


1(104- 1625. 


Chancery  Proceedings:  Series  II. 


Higges,  William,  v.  John  and  John  Madge,  ye  Money  80/97. 
matters.  Devonshire 

Higges,  1  homas,  v.  Henry  Cowper,  ye  Manor  of  Kings  88/16. 
Bromley  in  Staffordshire 

Higges,  1  homas,  v.  Gilbert  David  and  another.  But-  89/30. 
tington,  Co.  Montgomery 

Higges,  1  homas,  v.  Charles  and  John  Bai.dwyn.  97/41. 

Hopesay,  Shropshire 

Higges,  Henry,  v.  Robert  Calton  and  another.  Goring  225/65. 
Manor,  Oxon 


Higges,  William,  et  al.  ais.  Prancis  Bacon  ye  Chelten-  257/15. 
ham  Rectory,  Gloucester 

Higges,  William,  Gloucester  (Defendant)  ..  ..  281/52. 

Higgs,  Dr.  Nicholas,  v.  Samuel  Powell  ..  ..  565/14. 

Higge,  Nicholas,  Devon . 152/55. 

Higges,  Thomas,  and  others,  v.  Toby  Packer,  ye  Chelten-  572/14 
ham  Rectory  and  Charlton  Kings  Chapel,  Gloucester 
Higges,  Thomas,  and  als.  v.  Anthony  Partridge  and  474/9. 
Alice  his  wife  ye  Cheltenham  Rectory  and  Charlton 
Chapel,  Gloucestershire 

Higges,  John,  v.  Henry  and  Ralph  Smith,  ye  Money  385/80. 
matters.  Berkshire 

Higgs,  Richard,  v.  John  Higgs,  ye  Money  matters.  405/10. 


Berkshire 

Knglishe  v.  Higgs  and  Atkins  ..  ..  ..  ..  550/15. 

Chancery  Proceedings:  James  I. 

Higges,  John  . j).  1/35. 

Higgs,  Richard,  Radnor  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  K.  1/5. 

Higgs,  William,  Stafford  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..IT  5/51. 

Higgs,  Thomas,  Berkshire  ..  ..  ..  ..  II.  5/4. 

Higgs,  Wm.,  v.  Richard,  Berks..  ..  ..  11.9/49. 

Higges,  John,  Gloucester  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  H.  20/8. 


,  ,  ,  -I  1/  I  .1  »i  I  '/:■  I.  ,MA  :«W 

.£«»  ?nno. »  *  Mil*  sm  U/  J  i/.ano}l  .•»  m 

.^ith  up?.l 

i  j  ,«iA.K  ni4  M  H 

i  y::oT  ■  tfTj:  -  tine  ,«?amoh  1  iH 

•i  ’ 
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Higgs,  Gkokge  and  Richard 
Hit  igs,  Dr.  Nicholas 

Higgs,  Mary  and  Katherine,  v.  Richard  of  Lincoln 
Higgs,  John,  Berkshire 
♦Higge,  Nicholas,  Elizabeth  and  John 


H.  20/45. 
H.  20/49. 
H.  24/9. 
H.  27/56. 
II.  30/29. 


1031- 


Chancery  Bills  and  Answers:  Charles  I. 


Booth  v.  Higgs 
Batch e  v.  Higgs 

Higges,  William,  Stafford  . . 

*1  )ancastle  v.  Higgs.  (Robert  Dancastle  to  answer 
of  John  Higgs) 

English  v.  Higgs 
Higgs  v.  Jenyngs  . . 

Hit  ;gs  v.  Higgs 
Higges  v.  Higges  .. 

Higgs  v.  Cartwright 
Higges  v.  Higges 
Higgs  v.  Tukbervii.le 
Higgs  v.  Higges 
Higges  v.  Englishe 

*Higgs  v.  Carter.  (John  Higgs  of  London,  Cent.  v. 
Richard  Carter  of  Silchester,  re  Land  at  Bassildon, 
Berks) 

Higgs  v.  Higgs 
Higgs  v.  Cheney 

Higges  v.  Janson  .. 

Higgs  v.  Fludd 
Higgs  v.  Higgs 
Higgs  v.  Powell 
Lydall,  Knt.,  v.  Higgs 
May  v.  Higges 
Nichols  v.  Higges  .. 

Port  v.  Higges 
Richards  v.  Higgs 
Swan  v.  Higges 
Smytii  v.  Higs 
Sheirlock  v.  Higgs 
Whistler,  M  l).,  v.  Higgs 
Wharton  v.  Higgs  . . 


B. 

9 1  /4  - 

B. 

I41/24 

C. 

1  /3  9- 

D. 

64/23. 

E. 

33/42- 

H. 

2/56. 

H. 

21/8. 

H. 

21  34- 

H 

23/16. 

H 

27/49- 

H 

33/46. 

H 

52/51- 

H 

62/19. 

H 

()6/io. 

“  Eragmenta.” 

H.  80/5. 

H.  95/11. 

H.  93/37- 
H.  97/37- 
H.  118/29. 

H.  1 19/124. 

L.  12/31. 

M.  15/32. 

N.  10/50. 

P.  62/51. 

R.  20/30. 

S-  95/4«- 

S.  116/11. 

s.  131/137- 

W.  26/12. 

W.  88/32. 


Chancery  Proceedings  before  1714:  Bridges  Division. 


I^,53-  John  Wallis  v.  Dorothy  Higgs,  widow,  William  and 
William  Higgs,  re  Money  matters,  Oxfordshire 
*1653.  Barton  Higgs  v.  Katherine  Wharton  and  others,  re  Money 
matters,  Oxfordshire 
Ditto,  ditto 

*1656.  Richard  Higges  v.  Anne  Whistler,  widow,  and  another. 
Coring,  Oxfordshire 

1661.  Thomas  Higgs  v.  John  Kinge  and  others,  re  Parcel  of  the 
Manor  of  Woodhay  in  Hampshire 

1661.  Roberi  Miller,  and  Mary  his  wife,  v.  Anne  Higgs  and  other. 
St.  Lawrence  Waltham,  Berks 

*1667.  Thomas  Salusbcky  v.  Rogf:r  Higgs,  re  Money  matters. 
Answer 

1668.  Nicholas  P —  and  Katherine  his  wife  v.  Edmund  Higgs, 
Money  matters.  Answer  (mutilated) 


16/139. 

383/78- 


29/120. 

3«/5- 


36/50- 


43 1  /5 1  - 


430/56- 


I 


- 


• 
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• 
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ik()9-  1  homas  Higges  v.  Rowland  Herridge,  re  Money  matters. 

Middlesex 

l()74-  Roger  Higgs  and  others  v.  John  Morris,  re  Messuage,  etc., 
called  York  House  ”.  Answers,  etc. 

1680.  Anthony  Mason  and  others  v.  John  Higgs  and  Sarah  his  wife 

d  al.  Stepney,  Middlesex,  re  Personal  estate  of  John 
Simons 

1680.  John  Higgs  and  Sarah  his  wife  v.  Jane  Symonds  and  others, 
re  Personal  estate  of  John  Evans,  Middlesex 
*i()8i.  John  Iremonger  v.  John  Higgs,  re  Money  matters.  Middlesex 
ihcji.  Nicholas  Higgs  v.  Francis  Smith  (Money  matters,  Middlesex) 
*189.2.  James  Warner,  Anne  his  wife  and  others  v.  Griffith  Higgs, 
Shiplake,  Oxon,  re  Personal  estate  of  Walter  Jemmett 
*695-  Parishioners  of  South  Stoke  :  Higgs  v.  Barton  Day 
*1897.  Mary  Higgs,  widow,  and  John  Higgs  v.  David  Thomas  and 
others,  re  Bequest  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  for  Grammar 
School  in  South  Stoke,  Oxon 

*1898.  William  Higgs  v.  James  Higgs  and  others,  re  Basildon  Manor, 
Berkshire 

1700.  Anihony  Middleton  and  Alice  his  wife  and  another  v.  John 
Higgs,  Stretton-on-Dunsmore,  Personal  estate  Anne  Higgs 


499/23- 

499/32. 

522/63. 


499/31- 

504/36. 

97A>4- 
299/7  r. 


6/27. 

165/28. 


133/29- 

620/8. 


Chancery  Proceedings  before  1714:  Mitfokd  Division. 
*1693.  Lock  v.  Jemott,  re  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs’s  estate  .. 

1890.  Middleton  v.  Higgs 


M  it  ford  437/46. 
Collins  302 


Chancery  Depositions 


before 


1714 


Comber  v.  Heighes 
Badger  v.  Higg 
Higgs  v.  Bell 
Higgs  v.  Higgs 
Hussey  v.  Higgs  .. 
Higgs  v.  Hussey  .. 
Higgs  v.  Wallis  . . 
Higgs  v.  Biddle  . . 
*Higgs  v.  Carpenter 
*Richards  v.  Higgs 


Bundles  158-1051 


339/i°- 

594/38- 

650/11. 

652/41. 

655/69- 

656/22. 

9Ki/36. 

1051/8. 

258/21. 

158/19- 


Chanc.ery  Proceedings  before  1714 :  Keynardson  Division, 


1(158. 

1658. 

1 88 1. 

1882. 
1675. 

1878. 

1879. 
*1692. 

1892. 

1695. 


Farrington  v.  Higgs 
Higgs  v.  Lowe 

Higgs  v.  Fayne  and  Buckeridgi 
Floyd  v.  Higgs 
Higgs  v.  Duncklyn 
Lowth  v.  Higgs  . . 

Dike  v.  Higgs 
Warner  v.  Higgs  . . 

Higgs  v.  Bishopp  . . 

Trevanion  v.  Higgs 


1697. 

1898. 

1700. 

1703- 

1708. 

1710. 


Higgs  v.  Ti doom  be  et  al. 
Higgs  v.  Moyer 
Higgs  v.  Mordaunt 
Sutton  v.  }1iggs 
Bromhall  v.  Higgs 
Matson  v.  Higgs  . . 


Bundles  1-490. 

. .  406/128. 

•  •  407/55- 

• •  49/99 

. .  26/50. 

•  •  4I5/293- 

•  •  490/39- 

126/124. 

..  263/21. 

• •  433/85 

. .  152/95  and 

434/139- 
••  331/45. 

•  •  327/50. 

466/107. 

.  .  284/42. 

•  •  465/33- 

338/89  and 

462/15- 


, 


- 
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*Geo.  I  &  II 
*Geo.  I 
*Geo.  II 
♦Geo.  I  &  II 
*1720. 

*I749- 

*Geo.  I  &  II 
♦Geo.  I  &  II 
Geo.  II. 
*1721. 

*x737- 


Chancery  Hills  and 


Answers 


1714-1758. 


Higgs  v.  Meres 
Higgs  v.  Bartholomew 
Higgs  v.  Careless 
Higgs  v.  Higgs 
Higgs  v.  Rudd  et  al. 
Higgs  v.  Leadham 
Higgs  v.  Strangways 
Higgs  v  Gordan  . . 

Heeks  ”  v.  Warner 
Higgs  v.  Rawlins.  . 
Higgs  v.  Moi.yneux 


332/n. 
358/i  7- 
*61/34. 

i3i8/72. 

1420/21. 
1635/2  7- 
1 749/53- 
1 75 1/30. 
2245/56. 
2536/32. 
2586/20. 


Chancery  Proceedings, 


1714-1758:  Defendants;  Mitford, 
Divisions  only. 


Woodford  and  Sewell 


*1720-25. 

*1722. 

*1730. 

♦Geo.  I  &  II 
*1730. 

*1730-35- 

♦Geo.  I  &  II. 
Geo.  I  N  II. 
*1742. 

*1750. 


Hall  v.  Higgs 
Harries  v.  Higgs  .  . 
Norton  v.  Higgs  . . 
Gressingham  v.  Higgs 
Newcome  v.  Higgs 
Newcombe  v.  Higgs 
Eddoes  v.  Higgs  . . 
Higgs  v.  Higgs 
Goodricke  v.  Higgs 
Herbert  v.  Higgs 


1 186/14. 
44/24- 

83/25- 

368/65. 

1142/60. 

1212/13. 

LH0/19. 

1318/72. 

2189/12. 

2132; 11. 


Exchequer  Depositions. 


*1592. 

1665. 


1703-4- 


1705  (>. 


1705  6. 


1718-19. 


Lovell  v.  Hyett  et  ah.  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  Easter  No.  10. 

(Interrogatory  of  John  Higges  of  Leominster,  Hereford.) 

Joane  Higgs,  widow,  South  Stoke,  Oxon  .  .  .  .  17  N  18  Charles  II, 


William  Higgs,  a  defendant,  re  Manor,  borough  and 
constablewick  of  Hurton-upon-Trent,  and  the 
constablewick  (4  Horninglowe  and  Weetmore, 
Staffordshire 

Martin  Wastall  v.  John  Higgs.  Tything  of  Newen- 
ham  Morren,  Co.  Oxon 

Martin  Wastall  p.  John  Higgs,  “  one  of  the  defen¬ 
dants  ”.  The  vicarage  and  parish  of  North  Stoke 
and  the  tything  of  Newnham  Murren,  Co.  Oxon 

Stephen  Higgs  and  Eleanor  his  wife.  Right  and  title 
to  a  messuage,  etc.,  in  Conarton  alias  Conderton,  in 
the  parish  of  Overbury,  Co.  Worcester 


“  Hilary  "  18. 

1  Anne,  Mich.  No. 

24. 


4  Anne,  Easter 
No.  4. 

4  Anne,  Trinity 

No.  6. 

5  George  I,  Mich. 

No.  22. 


Court  of  Requests. 


M«5-i547- 

Hugh  Hyggis  v.  Walter  Westcote.  Answer  and 
fragment  of  bill 

8/147- 

I547~I553- 

James  Higgs  v.  Sir  Nicholas  Poyntz,  Knt.,  and  others, 
re  Lands  at  Hagpath  in  Gloucester 

18/16. 

*1558-1603. 

William  Higgs  v.  Ellen  Higgs,  re  Lands  in  Bradheld, 
Co.  Berks 

43/33 

*1558-1603. 

William  Patf.  v.  William  Higges,  re  Money  matters, 

( iloucestershire 

49/49- 

*1558  1603. 

Roger  Higgs  v.  Thomas  Simons,  re  'I'he  Parsonage  of 
Basildon,  Berks 

72/77. 

1558  1603. 

Roger  Medolphe  v.  \V ii.liam  Higi.es,  re  Lands  extended 
by  the  defendant 

135/72 

. 
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Star  Chamber  Proceedings. 

T547~53-  James  Higges,  Joan  his  wife  and  Ralph  their  son  v.  6/39. 

Sir  Nicholas  Poyntes,  William  Winsam  and - 

Bell,  re  Illegal  distress  at  Bagpath  in  Gloucestershire, 
seizure  of  goods,  etc. 

r5°9~47'  William  Clerk  v.  Roger  Yong,  Thomas  Croxford,  10/29-32. 

John  Hygges  and  others,  re  Forcible  ejectment  from 
a  tenement  in  the  Manor  of  Basildon,  Berks 

(Note. —  Any  ol  the  foregoing  marked  by  an  asterisk  have  been  examined  in  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  this  work  and  an  abstract  of  same  will  be  found  either  in  Part  1  or  Part  11.) 


In  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 

EARLY  CHANCERY  PROCEEDINGS. 

79/43- 

Benton  v.  Higgs. 

A .  1 ) .  C.  i486. 

Orators  :  Richard  Benton,  the  elder,  John  Higgis  and  Jamys  Chaunce. 

lhat  the  said  Richard  Benton  bound  to  prentice  his  son  Richard  Benton,  the 
younger,  to  one  Robert  Gaynard  and  Agnes,  his  wife,  for  seven  years.  Robert  Gay- 
nard  is  dead  and  John  Gauge  married  the  said  Agnes,  who  is  now  also  dead,  and  John 
Gauge  is  become  servant  to  Robert  Straunge,  “  which  hathe  been  Maier  of  the  Town 
of  Bristowe  ”  (Bristol),  and  the  said  John  Gauge  “  hath  non  occupation  and  they  die 
dayly  in  Bristow  ”  ;  wherefore  Richard  Benton,  the  younger,  departed  to  his  father 
in  Worcestershire  for  three  days,  who  took  him  back  to  Bristowe.  John  Gauge  hath 
taken  action  against  John  Higgs,  and  James  Chaunce,  as  against  the  said  Richard 
Benton,  the  elder,  which  came  with  the  said  “  John  ”  Benton,  the  younger,  to  entreat 
John  Gauge  for  the  three  days,  which  Richard  Benton,  the  younger,  went  to  see  his 
father.  \  our  orators  have  been  arrested  and  put  in  suertie  to  the  said  action. 

Defendants  :  The  Mayor  and  Constables  of  Bristol. 


196/58. 


1486-1515. 

Orator  :  Robert  Cole. 


Cole  v.  Hygges. 


That  he  and  his  ancestors  of  long  tyme  hath  been  seised  (possessed)  and  yet  be  in  fee 
of  a  messuage  and  8  acres  of  land  at  Kenmerton,  Gloucester.  Many  evidences  and  charters 
concerning  the  same  are  in  the  hands  of  Thomas  Hygges  and  John  Nightyngale,  who 
refuse  to  deliver  them  up. 

Defendants  :  Thomas  Hygges  and  John  Nightingale. 


187/70. 


Belingham  v.  Cotton. 


1486-1515. 

Orators  :.  John  Belingham  and  Robert  Cole. 

Whereas  they  byn  seased  in  fee  of  a  messuage  and  6  acres  of  land  and  close  in 
Kenmerton,  Gloucester,  the  evidences  thereof  are  in  possession  of  George  Cotton, 
Gentleman,  and  Thomas  Hyggys  who  refuse  to  deliver  same.” 

Defendants  :  George  Cotton  and  Thomas  Hyggys. 


In  the  Principal  Probate  Registry,  London 
ARCHDEACONRY  OF  BERKS. 

Original  Papers. 

a.d.  1540.  June  — . 

The  [Inventory  of]  Roger  Hyggs  goods  persyd  .  .  .  Prynce,  Mast'-  John 

Rocks  .  .  .  Edward  Kenner  the  xx  -  of  June  y"  the  yerc  ol  o'  lorde  ...  a 

nwccccc  xl. 
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In  the  Hall. 

Imprimis  :  yn  the  Halle  a  table  w'  a  payer  of  trestylls 

It :  vj  coussynes  ...... 

1 1 :  the  hangyngs ther  ........ 

It :  a  fonne  .... 

It:  a  cobbard  ...... 

It:  ij  jonycl  stolls  ....... 

It:  a  carpet  for  the  cobbard . 

In  the  chamber  next  to  the  Hall. 

[Various  items,  including] 

It :  an  old  cott  of  the  Kyngs  lyvery  ...... 

It :  a  nother  cott  of  my  lord  prynce  lyvery  ..... 

In  the  chamber  over  the  Hall  [various  items]. 

\n  the  kytchyne  [various  items]. 

\  n  the  buttery  I  various  items  of  no  particular  interest]. 

Total  xh.  vij 

“  Nothing  but  the^  surnames  to  give  a  clue  to  locality. ~G.  S.”— Note  by  Mr. 
George  Sni-.kw odd,  h.S.ti.,  who  examined  the  original  inventory  for  the  compiler 
W.  M.  H.) 

in  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 

COURT  OF  REQUESTS  PROCEEDINGS. 

Elizabeth,  72/77. 

Higgs  v.  Simons. 

i).  1590.  c .  32  Eliz. 

Roger  Higgs  of  White  Waltham,  Berks.,  yeoman,  complains  that  whereas  of  his 
own  franck  benevolence  and  natural  zeal  he  gave  Katherine  Higgs  his  sister  towards 
her  preferment  in  marriage  £60,  and  about  August  23  Eliz.  became  bound  to  her  for 
the  payment  thereof.  Afterward  without  the  assent,  and  liking  of  your  subject,  the  said 
k.viiiEkiNE  did  marry  and  take  to  husband  one  1  homas  Simons  having  then  no  porcon, 
stock,  or  living  for  their  maintenance  whereby  the  said  Katherine  should  become 
gieatly  distiessed  without  the  aid  and  relief  of  your  said  subject  with  whom  she  then 
lontinewed  and  had  her  dwelling.  Pitying  their  estate  he  appointed  Simons,  as  his 
baylil,  and  whole  dealer  in  and  about  his  parsonage  of  Basselden,  Co.  Berks,  and  of  all 
othei  his  lands,  <Nx.,  there.  Simons  was  paid  the  £60  but  stanced  (?)  by  a  very  gredy 
( ovetus  ininde,  and  having  still  in  possession  the  said  obligation,  hath  lately  put  it  in 
suit  against  your  subject,  Ac. 

Answer  of  I  iiomas  Symons  29  May,  32  Eliz. :  1  hat  John  Higgs  of  Basseldon,  yeoman, 
deceased,  lather  of  the  complt.  and  of  Katherine  this  deft’s  nowe  wife,  caused  the 
com  pit.  to  deliver  this  deft,  an  obligation  to  pay  £bo.  John  Higgs  died  about  Eeb. 
(25  Eliz.).  Deft  acted  as  bailiff  to  the  complt.  and  was  duly  paid  for  that  service,  but 
the  £bo  is  still  owing. 

kept  nation  of  Roger  Higgs,  25  June  (32  Eliz  )  :  That  the  deft,  was  paid  the  marriage 
money  out  of  his  receipts  of  the  tithes,  Ac.,  of  Bassildon.  Maintains  his  said  Bill  of 
complaint. 


379 


Xlj' 

■j 

xip 

i‘j ' 


at. 


xi  j 
iiij 
mj 


vuj’ 

X1 


43/33- 

Higgs  v.  Higgs. 

(Abstract.) 

p.  (c.  1591-2),  39  Elizabeth  : 

l  o  the  Queen’s  most  excellent  Majestic  : 

C  omplaimng  sheweth  unto  your  royal  majestie  your  loyal  subject  William  Higgs, 
the  youngei,  of  Brodefeild  (Bradlield),  Co.  Berks,  yeoman.  That  whereas  Thomas 
Stafford  of  Brodefeild,  Esquire,  deceased  being  seized  in  fee  of  one  messuage,  or  tene¬ 
ment,  lying  in  a  place  called  Buckoldrewe,  in  Brodefeild,  aforesaid,  and  of  lands  etc., 
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thereunto  belonging,  did  by  deed  indented  bearing  date  the  23rd  of  March  25  Elizabeth 
(r5yd).  grant  and  let  unto  your  said  subject,  the  said  messuage,  and  other  the  premises, 
foi  term  of  21  years,  if  your  subject  and  George  Higgs  your  subject’s  son,  or  either  of 
them  should  so  long  live.  By  force  whereof,  your  subject  into  the  said  messuage  entered, 
and  being  so  disposed  thereof  did  afterwards  agree  with  one  William  Higgs,  the  elder, 
of  Brodfeild,  now  deceased,  to  grant  the  said  messuage  and  premises  unto  him  the  said 
\\  illiam  Higgs,  the  elder,  for  term  of  ten  years  at  a  yearly  rent  of  twenty  nobles. 

According  to  which  agreement  your  subject  did  by  writing  indented  upon  the  7th  day 
of  hebruary,  26  Elizabeth  (1584)  demise  and  grant  the  said  messuage  and  premises  to 
the  said  William  Higgs,  the  elder,  who  entered  into  same  anti  paid  yearly  so  long  as  lie 
did  live  the  said  20  nobles  unto  your  subject.  The  said  William  Higgs,  the  elder,  died 
having  made  Ellen,  his  wife,  and  Elizabeth,  his  daughter  (afterwards  wife  of  John 
W  ilder)  executrixes  of  his  last  Will  and  testament  dated  September,  1589.  But  so  it 
is  the  said  Ellen  Higgs,  having  upon  the  death  of  her  said  husband  entered  into 
possession  of  the  said  messuage,  and  premises,  now  refuses  to  pay  the  said  rent  thereof  etc. 
In  consideration  whereof  may  a  writ  of  subpena  be  directed  unto  her  commanding  her 
thereby  to  appear  in  court  and  there  to  answer  the  premises  etc. 

( Signed )  ERA.  MOORE. 

(i\ute. — In  Chapter  VI  all  the  Higgs  family  entries  recorded  in  the  parish  registers  of 
Bradlield  from  1559-1812  pertaining  to  marriage  are  given.  The  will  of  William  Higgs 
of  Broadfield,  Berks,  was  proved  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Berkshire  in  1 589  (H.  298). 
1  his  is  the  will  of  William  Higgs,  the  elder,  referred  to  in  this  case  in  Chancery 
(probably  an  uncle  of  William  Higgs,  the  younger).  The  intermarriage  between  the 
families  of  Higgs  and  Wilder  will  be  again  noted  from  this  suit. 

I  he  Higgs  lamily  continued  to  reside  in  this  Berkshire  village  down  to  the  eighteenth 
century.  On  8  November,  1705,0110  Joane  Higgs,  a  widow,  dated  her  will  in  this  place 
which  was  proved  by  her  son  Thomas  (3  October,  1709)  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of 
Berks.  ^  She  mentions  her  grandson  Thomas  Higgs  (son  of  her  son  Thomas).  She  men¬ 
tions  Edward  Higgs  as  her  “eldest  son  of  Basildon”  and  his  sons,  George,  John, 
Edward  and  lnoMAS"of  Basildon,  Berks”.  She  mentions  her  son  William  Higgs 
and  also  her  son  John  Higgs,  and  his  two  children  Edward  and  Jane. 

In  all  probability  the  Higgs  family  of  Bradlield  settled  there' from  Basildon,  Berks, 
which  is  just  below  Streatley,  across  the  river  from  South  Stoke,  Oxfordshire.) 


In  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 
EXCHEQUER  DEPOSITIONS. 
34  Elizabeth,  Easter,  No.  10. 


(Abstract.) 


A. I).  1592. 

Depositions  of  witnesses  taken  at  Leominster,  Co.  Hereford,  the  12th.  of  April,  34 
Elizabeth  ( 159-2)  on  the  behalf  of  Francis  Lovell,  Esquire  plaintiff  against  Thomas 
Hyett,  Thomas  Dali.owe  and  Richard  Cradock  defendants. 

John  Higg.es  of  the  town  of  Leominster,  yeoman,  of  the  age  of  90  years  or  there¬ 
abouts,  being  sworn  and  examined  to  the  first  interrogatory  sayetli  the  parties  the 
plaintiff  and  defendants  and  hath  known  the  mills  in  the  interrogatory  mentioned  for 
forty  years  last  past,  lo  the  second  and  third  interrogatories  this  deponent  is  ignorant. 

To  the  fourth  interrogatory  this  deponent  sayetli  that  he  doth  not  know  to  the  con¬ 
trary  but  that  the  farmers  and  occupiers  of  C rowers  Mills  have  always  used  to  maintain 
and  keep  the  wear  above  the  said  mills,  howbeit  he  sayetli  that  about  forty  years  last 
past  he  this  deponent  was  servant  and  loder  under  the  farmer  of  the  Marsh  mills,  at 
which  time  of  his  service  there,  he  knew  when  the  water  grind  scarce  that  the  occupiers 
of  the  Marsh  mills  and  the  Walkers  which  held  their  clothes  mylled  upon  the  same 
water,  of  good  will  did  send  two  men  to  help  to  mend  the  weare,  &c.,  &c.,  Nc. 

1  he  depositions  of  other  witnesses  follow  ;  these  have  been  read  through,  but  they 
contain  no  further  information  re  Higgs.  The  suit  is  apparently  one  concerning  the 
maintenance  of  the  weirs  above  the  said  mills.  | 

(Note. — From  this  Exchequer  Deposition  it  is  evident  that  John  Higges  was  living 
in,  or  near,  Leominster,  Co.  Hereford,  in  1552,  which  town  lies  about  six  miles  N.W.  from 
Weobley,  and  that  he  was  born  c.  1502.) 
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In  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 
COURT  OF  REQUESTS  PROCEEDINGS. 
Elizabeth,  49/49. 


Pate  v.  Hinges. 


A.D.  1595,  c .  37  Eliz. 

\\  yli.yam  Pate  of  (  heltenham,  Gloucester,  mercer,  complains  that  lie  was  indebted 
to  Stephen  Soamk  of  London,  gent.,  and  about  seven  years  now  last  past  intreated 
William  Higgs*  of  London,  mercer,  to  compound  with  Soame  for  the  same.  Higgs 
compounded  with  Soame  for  £ij,  yet  affirmed  that  he  had  done  so  for  £ 2 8,  and  that  one 
John  Powell  of  Oxenton,  Co.  Clone.,  gent.,  a  near  kinsman  of  your  subject  was  indebted 
to  Higgs  in  £8  6s.  8d. 

Pond  to  Higgs  25  Nov.,  26  Eliz.,  in  £320,  duly  paid  but  the  statute  remained  in 
the  hands  of  Higgs,  uncancelled.  (Complicated  transactions.)  Prays  writ  of  Privy  Seal 
against  Higgs. 

Answer  of  William  Higges,  ii  Nov.,  37  Eliz. :  That  the  matters  in  the  complt’s  Bill 
are  most  slaunderouslye  devised,  ymagined  and  untrulye  sett  for  the  intendinge  therehye 
to  color  and  obscure  his  owne  badd  and  lewde  dealinge  and  to  put  him  to  great  costs 
charges  and  expences  in  the  lawe,  etc. 


In  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 
CHANCERY  PROCEEDINGS. 


Scries  II.  ^5 7/13- 


Bacon  v.  Higges. 


A. i).  1599.  21  May. 

Orator  :  Prancis  Bacon  of  Greyes  lime,  Co.  Middlesex,  Esquire. 

Whereas  the  Queen  by  Letters  Patent  dated  27  Feb.  40  Eliz.  did  lease  to  the  said 
h kancis  Bacon,  the  Rectory  and  Church  of  Cheltenham,  with  its  appurtenances, 
Co.  Glo’ster,  for  40  years,  which  then  were  and  now  are  held  and  possessed  by  one 
Elizabeth  Badger  (Badgiiott)  for  18  years  yet  to  come.  Thomas  Stephens,  nephew 
of  the  said  Elizabeth  Badger,  and  William  Higgs,  a  merchant  in  London,  her  brother 
(brother-in-law)  offered  that  if  the  complainant  would  mortgage  his  lease,  they  would 
furnish  him  with  One  thousand  Marks  which  he  needed.  Mortgage  and  redemption. 

Defendants  :  William  Higgs,  Elizabeth  Badger  (Badgiiott),  Thomas  Stevens 
(Stephens). 

Answer,  26  May,  1599 :  That  Thomas  Higgs,  the  Defendant  Elizabeth's  late 
husband,  and  before  him  I  homas  Higgs  (Higges)  father  of  the  said  Thomas,  and  of 
the  Defendant  William  Higgs,  held  and  enjoyed  the  Rectory  of  Cheltenham  under  a 
lease  by  letters  patent  of  the  Queen. 

I  he  said  Thomas  Higgs,  the 'son,  about  eleven  years  past,  made  his  Will  and  left 
his  interest  therein  to  this  Defendant  Elizabeth  and  her  eight  children,  “  most  of  them 
small  and  yonge  ”. 

A  new  lease  was  granted  to  Robert  Stephens,  this  Defendant’s  brother  for  her 
behoof  for  21  years. 

I  hat  th(‘  bargain  was  an  absolute  sale  and  not  a  mortgage. 

Vide  Higges  Family  of  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings,  in  the  account  of  the  Higgs 
hamily  of  Gloucestershire. 


Series  11,  281/32. 

Morwent  v.  Higgs. 

A.D.  1605.  21  November. 

Orator  :  William  Morwent  of  Harteburie  Morwent,  Co.  Glo’ster,  Gentleman. 

That  Sir  Nicholas  Arnold,  Knt.,  deceased  by  Indenture  dated  1  Sept.  15  Elizabeth, 
granted  unto  William  Morwent  of  Gloucestershire,  Gentleman,  uncle  to  your  orator, 

*  Phis  was  no  doubt  William  Higgs,  Esqre.,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Colesbomne,  Co.  Gloucester,  and  of  Stepney, 
London,  a  member  of  t He  Mercers’  Company,  son  of  Thomas  llumt.s  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester. 
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and  to  Elizabeth  his  wife,  a  messuage  and  two  water  corn  mills  in  Rudford  in  the 
county  of  Gloucester,  who  granted  the  same  to  your  orator  John  Moiuvent  your 
orator’s  father,  and  your  orator  having  occasion  to  borrow  £700.0.0  repaired  to  William 
Higgs,  a  citizen  of  London,  who  lent  the  sum  on  mortgage  of  the  lease  of  the  said 
premises.  The  money  has  been  repaid,  but  the  said  Higgs  hath  assigned  the  lease 
privily  to  Richard  Hands  of  Gloucester  now  deceased. 

Suit  to  obtain  re-assignment  of  the  lease. 

Defendant :  William  Higgs. 

Answer,  2 2  May,  1(107,  of  William  Higgs:  The  complainant  exhibited  a  former 
Bill  of  Complaint  in  this  Honourable  Court  yet  depending  to  which  this  Defendant  hath 
made  a  full  answer. 

[Note. — ' The  above  Defendant,  William  Higgs,  was  William  Higges  of  Colesbourne, 
Co.  Gloucester,  and  of  Stepney,  Co.  Middlesex,  Merchant  and  Member  of  the  Mercers’ 
Company.  Vide  Higgs  Family  of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester.) 


Series  II,  374/9. 


Partridge  v.  Higgs. 


(Abstract  of  Bill  only.) 


a.d.  1622.  28  May. 

Orators  :  Anthony  Partridge  of  Wishanger,  Co.  Gloucester,  and  Alice,  his  wife. 

That  Elizabeth  Badghott,  widow,  late  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  deceased 
was  seized  of  an  Estate  for  years  of  the  Rectory  and  Parsonage  of  Cheltenham,  with  the 
appurtenances  and  the  Chappell  of  Charlton  (Charlton  Kings)  to  the  said  Rectory 
annexed,  did  in  consideration  of  a  marriage  to  be  had  between  Robert  Higgs  of 
Cheltenham,  gentleman,  her  sonne  and  Alice,  daughter  of  Timothy  Cartwright  of 
Great  Washbourne,  make  a  grant  of  an  annuity  of  £40  per  annum  out  of  the  said  Rectory. 
The  said  Robert  Higgs  assigned  his  estate  to  your  orator  Alice,  being  then  his  wife 
and  shortly  after  died. 

Concerning  the  apportionment  of  the  Rectory  etc.  and  estate  therein. 

Defendants :  Thomas  Higgs,  John  Higgs,  Danyell  Fowler,  Anncei.l  Fowler, 
William  Bayliffe  and  Henry  Fowler. 


CHANCERY  DEPOSITIONS,  Before  1714. 

365/14- 

Nicholas  Higgs,  D.D.  v.  Samuel  Powell,  gent. 

Depositions  taken  at  Langeport,  Somerset,  30  December,  1617. 

'The  plaintiff,  Dr.  Nicholas  Higgs  married  Marie,  daughter  of  William  Powell, 
D.D.,  late  father  of  the  defendant. 

One  of  the  deponents  mentions  that  plaintiff  owns  land  in  Alderwayes,  Staffordshire, 
and  Allermore,  Somerset. 

Mention  is  also  made  of  lands  and  tenements  in  Reading,  Berkshire,  worth  to  be  sold 
£1,000,  late  belonging  to  the  said  Dr.  Powell,  deed. 

Vide  Higgs  Family  of  High  Ham,  Co.  Somerset. 

(Note.— -A  David  Poweli.  married  at  Henbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  Marie  Higgs,  4 
October,  1641.  This  marriage  is  recorded  in  the  registers  of  Slimbridge,  Gloucester.) 


CHANCERY  PROCEEDINGS. 

Series  II,  383/80. 

Smith  v.  Higgs. 

1622.  4  November. 

John  Higgs  of  Lawrence  Waltham,  in  the  county  of  Berks,  yeoman,  was  betroathed 
to  Elizabeth  Smith,  sister  to  Henry  Smith  of  Lawrence  Waltham  and  Ralfe  Smith. 
He  borrowed  money  from  the  last  named  and  as  security  gave  land  called  “  Higgs’ 
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Croft  ’  and  land  at  Mylly  Held,  Castell  acre,  in  the  Common  held  called  “  Wyntocke  ", 
and  three  acres  in  Downheld,  in  the  Parish  of  St.  Lawrence  Waltham,  and  Henry  & 
Rai.fe  Smith  entered  into  a  bond  for  £200.  Bond  placed  in  this  suit. 

Vide  Higgs  h'amily  of  Lawrence  Waltham,  Co.  Berks. 


Senes  II,  372/14. 

Packer  v.  Higgs. 

a. n.  1623.  21  February. 

Orators :  Toby  Packer,  Gentleman,  John  Ei.lis,  Robert  Packer  and  Henry 
Lane,  C  hurchwardens  of  the  parish  of  Cheltenham,  Co. -Gloucester,  and  Walter  Whit- 
horne  and  John  Dowdeswell,  Churchwardens  of  the  Chappell  of  Charlton  Kings  in 
the  said  county  being  annexed  to  the  Rectory  of  Cheltenham. 

That  the  late  Oueen  Elizabeth  did  by  Letters  Patent  about  27  February  in  the 
40th  year  of  her  reign,  grant  unto  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  Knt.,  now  Lord  Verulam  and 
Viscount  St.  Alban,  the  said  Rectory  and  Chapel  with  the  appurtenances,  he  and  his 
assigns  to  provide  two  chaplains  and  two  deacons  and  bread  and  wine  and  other 
necessaries  for  the  celebration  of  Divine  Service  and  administration  of  the  Sacraments. 

1  he  Estate  of  the  said  Sir  Francis  Bacon  came  by  conveyance  to  Timothie  Cart¬ 
wright,  Daniel  Fowler,  Anselme  Fowler,  William  Baylie,  Henry  Fowler, 
1  homas  Higgs,  John  Higgs,  and  Alice,  by  which  they  are  yet  possessed  of  the  said 
Rectory  and  Chapel.  Further  Lease  by  James  I  to  Francis  Morye,  and  Francis 
Phillips,  from  whom  by  conveyance  the  same  is  come  to  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  Knight, 
and  Baronet,  Concerning  the  maintenance  of  Divine  Service  in  Cheltenham  and  Charlton 
Kings  this  suit  deals. 

Defendants:  Thomas  Higgs,  John  Higgs,  Anthony  Partridge,  and  Alice  his 
wife,  Tymothy  Cartwright,  Daniel  Fowler,  Anselme  Fowler,  William  Baylie, 
and  Henry  Fowler. 

Answer  :  That  the  Rectory  N  Chapel  in  the  Bill  named  came  to  Defendants  Tymothie 
Cartwright,  Daniel  Fowler,  Anselme  Fowler,  William  Baylie,  and  Henry 
Fowler  intrust  for  the  use  of  the  Defendants  Thomas  Higgs,  and  John  Higgs,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Badghott,  widow,  their  mother  deceased,  and  Robert  Higgs  their  late  brother 
deceased. 

Vide  Account  of  the  Higgs  Family  of  Cheltenham  and  Charlton  Kings  in  the  county 
of  Gloucester  in  this  Appendix. 


Janies  I,  H.  30/29. 

Higge  v.  Higge. 

a.d.  1624.  23  November. 

Orator  :  Nicholas  Higge  (als.  Reynolds)  of  the  City  of  Exeter,  Merchant,  exor.,  of 
(?■-- torn  off). 

1  he  said  Nicholas  of  Plympton  St.  Mary’s,  Co.  Devon,  yeoman.  That  the  said 
John  Higge,  als  Reynolds,  being  seised  of  diverse  lands  in  demesne,  about  4  years  since, 
married  Elizabeth  Warring  widow,  and  is  since  dead.  The  said  Elizabeth  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  defeat  and  defraud  your  orator  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  estate  left  by  his  said 
father  unto  him  as  exor.,  detains  money  and  household  goods.  Your  orator’s  uncle 
Simon  Hele. 

Estate  of  John  Higge,  als  Reynolds. 

Defendants  :  Elizabeth  Higge  als  Reynolds,  John  Warring,  Thomas  Warring, 
and  Andrew  Poi  lefon. 


Series  II,  405/10. 


Higgs  v.  Higgs. 


(.  1  bstraet.) 


a.d.  12b/.  28  November. 

To  the  right  honourable  Sir  Thomas  Coventry, 
Seale  of  England. 


knight,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  greate 
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Humbly  complaining  sheweth  unto  your  good  lordship  your  humble  and  daily  orator 
Richard  Higgs  of  Lawrence  Waltham  Co.  Berks. ,  carpenter.  That  whereas  John  Higgs 
of  Lawrence  Waltham,  husbandman,  brother  of  your  orator,  being  in  want  of  money  did 
about  five  years  since  privately  borrow  of  your  orator  £15,  and  the  said  money  not  being 
enough  to  supply  the  then  present  occasions  of  the  said  John  Higgs,  he  did  about  the 
same  time  request  your  orator  to  lend  him  more  money  and  your  orator  having  none  in 
his  own  hands  but  one  William  Grove  of  kushcombe  Co.  Berks,  being  indebted  unto 
your  orator  £18,  and  your  orator  being  willing  to  pleasure  his  said  brother  did  give  way 
that  the  said  William  Grove  should  pay  unto  the  said  John  Higgs  the  said  £18,  where¬ 
upon  the  said  \Y  ii.liam  Grove  did  pay  the  said  £18  unto  your  orator’s  brother  who  did  there¬ 
upon  become  indebted  unto  your  orator  in  the  full  sum  of  £33.  And  your  orator  further 
sheweth  that  he  having  for  the  space  of  three  years  together  or  thereabouts  wrought 
in  his  trade  of  a  carpenter  for  the  said  John  Higgs  for  which  the  said  John  Higgs  was 
to  pay  unto  your  orator  seven  shilling  the  week,  your  orator  and  the  said  John  Higgs 
in  or  about  the  first  day  of  November  1623  did  for  all  matters  fully  account  together 
upon  which  account  the  said  John  Higgs  was  found  to  be  justly  indebted  unto  your 
orator  in  the  full  sum  of  £38.11 .6,  which  the  said  John  Higgs  did  then  promise  to  pay. 
Your  orator  hath  divers  times  solicited  the  said  John  Higgs  to  pay  the  said  money  but 
he,  little  regarding  his  promise,  aforesaid,  or  the  fraternal  love  that  should  be  between 
him  and  your  orator  doth  refuse  to  pay  the  said  £38.11.6. 

In  tender  consideration  whereof  may  it  please  your  good  lordship  the  premises  con¬ 
sidered  to  grant  unto  your  orator  his  Majesty’s  most  gracious  writ  of  subpena  to  be 
directed  unto  the  said  John  Higgs  commanding  him  thereby  to  appear  in  court  there  to 
answer  the  premises,  and  to  stand  and  abide  such  order  as  to  your  lordship  shall  seem  fit. 

( Signed )  Jo.  Plomer. 

{Note. — Lawrence  Waltham  and  White  Waltham  are  two  Berkshire  villages,  lying 
between  Reading  and  Windsor,  in  a  south-easterly  direction  from  South  Stoke,  Oxon. 
At  the  time  of  the  above  suit  there  were  branches  of  the  Higgs  family  living  in  both 
these  adjoining  villages,  and  in  1661  the  Wills  of  Ralph  Higgs,  and  his  son  Ralph,  were 
both  proved  in  that  year,  possibly  the  son  and  the  grandson  of  one  of  the  above-mentioned 
brothers.  Ralph  Higgs,  the  elder,  of  Lawrence  Waltham,  followed  the  trade  of  car¬ 
penter,  and  mentions  in  his  will  (pr.  P.P.C.  “  May”,  fo.  25)  his  son  Ralph  and  two 
daughters  Mary  and  Anne,  whilst  Ralph  Higgs,  the  younger,  left  all  his  freehold 
property  to  his  sister  Anne.  I11  the  adjoining  village  of  White  Waltham  one  Roger 
Higgs  had  died  in  1613,  described  as  “  Gentleman  ”  in  his  will  (pr.  P.C.C.  “  Capel  ”, 
fo.  20),  and  by  Alice  his  wife,  he  left  a  son  John,  alias  Redi-ern,  Higgs,  Gentleman, 
also  a  son  Roger  Higgs,  and  two  daughters,  Anne  and  Margaret.  He  also  mentions 
his  sister  ”  Iames.”  Now  a  John  Higges,  Gentleman,  died  in  Reading  gaol  20  March, 
1615,  and  was  buried  at  Waltham,  Co.  Berks.  This  was  not  the  John  Higgs  of  Lawrence 
Waltham,  husbandman,  one  of  the  brothers  in  the  case  in  Chancery,  but  may  have  been 
their  father. 

The  John  Higgs,  husbandman  or  yeoman,  of  Lawrence  Waltham  mentioned  in  the 
aforesaid  suit  was  no  doubt  the  same  John  Higgs  mentioned  in  the  suit  “  Smith  v. 
Higgs  ”,  4  November,  1622,  Chancery  Proceedings,  Series  II,  383/80,  who  was  betrothed 
to  Elizabeth  Smith,  sister  of  Henry  Smith  ol  Lawrence  Waltham,  and  of  Ralph 
(Ralee)  Smith  of  that  place,  and  there  is  every  probability  that  John  Higgs  of  Lawrence 
Waltham,  who  borrowed  money  from  his  brother  Richard,  who  worked  for  him  as  a 
carpenter,  was  the  father  of  Ralph  Higgs  who  died  in  1661,  and  grandfather  of  Ralph, 
the  younger,  the  name  of  “  Ralph  ”  coming  into  the  Higgs  family  from  this  Smith 
marriage.) 


CHANCERY  DEPOSITIONS  before  1714. 

350/13- 


I(\3T 


Englishe  v.  Higgs  and  Atkins. 


Depositions  taken  at  Cheltenham,  Gloucester,  5  June. 

This  suit  concerns  the  estate  of  John  Higgs,  deceased  late  husband  of  the  plaintiff 
Ja«e  Englisiie.  Mention  is  made  of  Henry  Higgs,  son  of  the  said  John  Higgs,  also 
of  one  Sir  Baptist  Hicks. 
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The  defendant  Thomas  Higgs  is  the  sole  executor  of  his  late  mother  Elizabeth 
Badger  (?  Bagot  or  Baghott). 


In  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 
CHANCERY  BILLS  AND  ANSWERS. 


Charles  l,  H.  O6/10. 


Higgs  v.  Carter. 


A.D.  1635.  June  18. 

Ora/or  :  John  Higgs  of  London,  gent. 

Your  Orator  was  heretofore  interessed  for  his  own  life  and  that  of  Joan  his  wife  and 
Agnes  their  daughter  of  &  in  a  messuage  &  certain  lands  in  Basseldon,  Co.  Berks  in 
tenure  of  Richard  Skynner  of  Basseldon,  husbandman,  value  £10  p.a.  Orator  granted 
a  reversion  of  said  premises,  after  the  decease  of  Joane  his  wife,  to  Thomas  Carter,  late 
of  Bcenham,  Berks.,  yeoman,  deed.,  his  brother-in-law  as  security  for  debt.  Said  Joane 
died  and  Thomas  Carter  entered  said  premises  A  occupied  same  for  3  years  by  which 
time  he  was  satisfied  of  the  debt  of  £23.  Thomas  Carter  dyed,  and  Richard  Carter 
of  Silchester  Co.  Southton.,  his  son,  as  executor  or  administrator,  entered  same,  & 
claims  whole  interest  in  premises.  Your  orator’s  wife  Joane  during  her  life  lived  in  the 
said  messuage  with  the  said  Skynner  in  the  time  of  your  orator’s  sickness,  A  brought 
to  the  said  house  divers  of  your  orator’s  property  value  £40,  which  said  Skynner 
unjustly  retains. 

Answer  of  Richard  Carter  A  Richard  Skynner  :  9  Oct.,  1635.  That  Thomas 
Carter  was  bound  for  complt.  great  sums  &  did  pay  same,  A  also  lent  complt., 
divers  sums  of  money.  The  complt. ’s  wife  did  bring  unto  defendant  Skynner  4  pewter 
dishes  A  one  dock  bed,  value  10s.  etc. 


CHANCERY  DEPOSITIONS  before  1714. 

158/19. 

Mordecai  Richards  v.  William  Paston  and  William  Higgs. 

1647-8. 

Depositions  taken  at  Chipping  Sudbury,  Gloucester,  14  Jan. 

This  suit  relates  to  the  selling  of  a  certain  messuage  in  Horton,  Co.  Gloucester,  by 
Edmund  Richards,  deceased  (brother  of  the  plaintiff),  and  the  defendant  William 
Higges  to  the  other  defendant  William  Paston. 

There  is  also  a  cross-suit  in  which  William  Higges  becomes  the  plaintiff. 

Among  the  deponents  we  find  : 

Lawrence  Higgs  of  Horton,  Gloucester,  yeoman,  aged  42  years. 

Margaret  Higges,  wife  of  the  said  Lawrence  Higgs,  aged  31  years. 

Mary  Higgs  of  Horton,  Gloucester,  spinster,  aged  35  years. 

Robert  Higgs  of  Horton,  yeoman,  aged  30  years. 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Horton,  Gloucester,  yeoman,  aged  22  years,  a  brother  of  the  said 
William  Higges. 

Lewis  Higgs  of  Horton,  butcher,  aged  30  years. 

Vide  Higgs  Family  of  Horton,  Co.  Gloucester. 

Chancery  Proceedings  before  1714. 

Bridges,  383/78. 

Higgs  v.  Wharton  and  others. 

a.d.  1654/5.  6  February. 

To  the  right  honorable,  the  Lords  Com1',  for  ye  greate  Seale  of  England. 

Humbly  complaining,  sheweth  unto  your  good  lordship  your  daily  orator  Barton 
Higgs  of  South  stoke  Co.  Oxford,  gent.  That  whereas  Katherine  Whistler,  sister  of 
Thomas  Maktyn  of  Mapledurham,  Co.  Oxford,  and  of  Richard  Martyn  of  South  Stoke, 
and  widow,  and  relict  and  sole  executrix  of  the  Will  of  William  Whistler,  late  of  Elving- 
ton,  in  the  parish  of  Goring,  Co.  Oxford,  gent.,  deceased,  one  of  the  Purveyors  for  Com¬ 
position  wheat  to  the  late  King  Charles,  after  the  death  of  her  said  husband,  that  is 
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to  say  about  twenty  years  since,  did  settle  part  of  the  said  William  Whistler’s  estate 
upon  your  orator,  and  upon  one  John  Wilder,  of  Payables,  in  South  Stoke,  gent.,  upon 
trust  for  the  benefit  of  her  children  Katherine,  late  wife  of  Robert  Greenebrough  of 
(  rowell,  Co.  Oxford,  gent.,  deceased,  and  now  the  wife  of  Roger  House  of  Huntscombe, 
(  o.  Oxford,  gent.,  Martha,  wife  of  Edward  Maynard  of  Layton,  Co.  Essex ,  monger’ 
and  Dionesse  Dutton,  widow  of  John  Dutton,  deceased.  Afterwards  the  said 
Katherine  Whistler  married  Jeremiah  Wharton,  now  deceased,  who  at  the  time  of 
the  said  marriage  was  a  schoolmaster  to  the  children  of  the  said  William  Whistler 
in  the  house  of  the  said  Katherine  Whistler.  In  pursuance  of  the  said  trust  your 
orator  sold  unto  one  Robert  Whistler  of  Goring,  Co.  Oxford,  gent.,  now  deceased, 
biothei  of  the  said  \\  illiam  Whistler,  certain  goods  late  belonging  to  the  said  Wilt  iam 
\\  his'iler  foi  £30.  out  orator  entered  into  a  bond  for  £60  penalty  for  securing  the 
repayment  of  the  said  £30,  and  afterwards  your  orator  duly  paid  the  said  £30.  Hut  now 
so  it  is  the  said  Katherine  Wharton,  John  Wilder,  Roger  House,  and  Katherine, 
his  wife,  Edward  Maynard,  and  Martha  his  wife,  Dionesse  Dutton  and  Anne 
\\  iiisii.Ek  the  widow  and  administratrix  of  the  said  Robert  Whistler,  combining  and 
confederating  together,  refuse  to  discharge  or  cancel  the  said  bond  of  £ 60 .  May  therefore 
writs  of  subpena  be  directed  unto  them  etc.  etc.  etc. 

( Signed )  Jo.  Swinnekton. 


Bridges,  2()/i2o. 

Higgs  v.  Whistler  and  another. 

(A  bstract.) 

a.d.  1656/7.  ii  February. 

To  the  right  honourable  the  Lords  Corn1",  of  the  great  seal  of  England. 

In  all  humble  manner  complaining,  sheweth  unto  your  lordships  your  orator  Richard 
Higges  of  Goring  Co.  Oxon.  yeoman.  That  whereas  Robert  Whistler,  late  of  Stap- 
nell,  in  the  parish  of  Goring,  gent.,  deceased,  being  in  his  lifetime  lawfully  seized  in  fee  of 
lands  (Specified)  in  (ioring  adjoining  to  the  land  heretofore  held  by  one  William  Pance, 
and  heretofore  in  the  occupation  of  one  1  homas  Higges,  he  the  said  Robert  by  inden- 
tiue  dated  the  27th  day  of  May,  18  James  I  (1620),  did  together  with  Sir  Edward 
Crerke,  late  of  Reading  Co.  Berks.,  knight  (?  Clerke),  since  deceased,  who  had  then 
some  pretended  interest  in  the  said  premises,  grant  and  sell  to  Richard  Crompton  of  the 
(  ity  of  London,  gentleman,  since  deceased,  the  said  premises  for  term  of  99  years  at  a 
yearly  peppercorn  rent.  By  virtue  whereof  the  said  Richard  Crompton  into  the  said 
piemises  did  enter,  and  was  thereof  seized,  and  being  so  possessed  by  his  deed  dated 
the  10th  of  October,  17  Charles  /  (1641)  did  convey  the  premises  unto  you  orator  who 
hath  been  fiom  that  time,  and  still  is  in  possession  thereof,  and  hath  taken  the  rents 
and  profits  thereof.  1  hat  the  reversion  of  the  premises  after  the  expiration  of  the  said 
term  being  in  the  said  Robert  Whistler  in  fee  simple  your  orator  agreed  to  purchase 
the  same  and  paid  the  lull  purchase  money  agreed  upon.  But  before  the  said  fee  simple 
of  the  premises  could  be  made  over  unto  your  orator  the  said  Robert  Whistler  died. 
Now  so  it  is  Anne  Whistler,  the  widow  and  late  wife  of  the  said  Robert  Whistler, 
by  combination  and  confederacy  with  John  Allen  of  Basseldon  (Basildon)  Co.  Berks, 
Esquire,  refuses  to  convey  the  said  fee  simple  unto  your  orator  etc.  etc.  etc. 

{Signed)  T110.  Holt. 


Bridges,  431/51.  ■ 

Salusbury  v.  Higgs. 

{Abstract.) 

a.d.  1667.  29  January. 

Answer  of  Roger  Higgs,  gentleman,  one  of  the  defendants  to  the  Bill  of  Complaint 
°f  I  homas  Salusbury,  Esquire.  That  about.  May  1664  this  defendant  was  desired  to 
lend  a  sum  of  money  which  he  condescended  to  do  if  the  deft.  Salisbury  would  give  him 
good  security,  who  nominated  plaintiff  Salusbury,  his  kinsman,  affirming  he  had  an 
estate  in  Co.  Flinte  of  about  £500  p.a.  Money  matters. 
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339  To. 

Thomas  Comber,  gent.,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  v.  Henry  Heighes.* 

a.d.  1670. 

Depositions  taken  at  Alton,  Hampshire,  4  April. 

I  he  defendant  Henry  Heighes  is  the  brother  of  Richard  Heighes,  who  on  his 
decease  left  issue  two  daughters  only  namely  the  plaintiff  Elizabeth  Comber,  who  is 
now  about  20  years  of  age,  and  Mary  Heighes,  who  is  now  about  15  years  of  age. 
Among  the  deponents  we  find  : 

Edward  Heighes,  of  Lincoln’s  Inn,  Middlesex,  gentleman. 

Mary  Heighes,  of  Wordlam,  Hampshire,  widow,  aged  80  years,  mother  of  the  said 
Henry  Heights  and  Richard  Heighes. 


Bridges,  499/32. 


Higgs  v.  Morris. 


(A  1st  rad.) 

a.d.  1674.  April. 

Answer  of  John  Morris  Esq.,  Mathew  Johnson  Esq.,  &  Michael  Erigh - gent., 

three  of  the  defts.  to  the  Bill  of  Roger  Higgs  Esq.,  N  others.  Know  of  no  incumbrances 
made  by  Rt.  Hon.  (jEO.,  Duke  of  Buckingham  on  the  capital  messuage  called  “  Yorke 
House  ’  in  the  Strand  other  than  set  forth  in  schedule. 

23  April,  1(174  :  Answers  of  Hon.  Edward  Seymour  Esq.,  Sir  Charles  Harbord, 
Knt.,  A  Ranald  Grahme  Esq.,  three  of  the  (lefts. 

23  March,  1073(^4)  :  The  answers  of  George,  Duke  of  Buckingham,  Edward 

Seymour  Esq.,  Sir  Charles  Harbord,  Sir  Robert  Clayton  (k - (torn).  That  an 

Indenture  1  ripartite  was  sealed  by  him  the  Duke  of  Bucks.,  Rt.  Hon.  Tiios.  Lord 
Y  isct.  Lattimer,  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England,  N  Dr.  Tillotson,  formerly  trustees 
of  the  Duke  unto  the  complts.  Roger  Higgs,  Emery  Hill,  Nicholas  Edi.in  N  John 
(iRKEN  purporting  to  be  such  lease  of  the  mansion  called  Yorke  House,  N  the  other 
tenements  in  the  Bill  for  the  purpose  in  the  Hill  set  forth. 

I  wo  long  Answers  and  three  schedules  of  leases,  etc.,  concerning  the  incumbrances 
on  “  Yorke  House  ”. 


Bridges,  504/36. 


Iremonger  v.  Higgs. 


(Abstract.) 


a.d.  ib8r.  21  February. 

Orator  :  John  Iremonger  of  St.  Pauls  Shadwell  Co.  Middx.,  brewer. 

\  our  orator  married  one  John  Higges  his  wife’s  sister,  N  there  happening  some 
differences  between  your  orator  N  his  wife,  your  orator  removed  to  Maidstone  in  Kent, 
where  lie  was  arrested  through  the  design  of  the  said  John  Higgs. 

Money  matters. 

Defendant  :  John  Higgs. 

Answer  of  John  Higges:  That  Anne  Symons,  late  wife  of  John  Symons,  deed., 
A  mother  of  Sarah  S.  this  deft’s  wife  N  Jane  S.  wife  of  the.  complt.  gave  said  Jane 
certain  money  to  be  equally  divided  between  said  Sarah  N  Jane.  This  deft,  hath 
lent  said  Jane  and  her  husband  several  sums  of  money. 


| on n  Symons  —  Anne. 


John  Iremonger  =  Jane  Symons.  Sarah  Symons  =  John  Higgs. 

ol  St.  Paul’s,  Shadwell, 

(  o.  Middlesex,  IJrewer. 

Suit :  2  1  Feb.,  1 681 . 

*  l’i  ilk  DE  11kvc.hi  /.  was  one  of  the  witnesses  to  a  quit  claim  deed  by  Thomas  auk  Baiu.i.  to  John  m  Coi  K 
of  Okhangr,  Co.  Hants,  dated  13  June,  1392.  This  deed  was  among  Mr.  H.  R.  Menu, con’s  collection  of  ancient 
deeds  offered  for  sale  in  11)30.  This  is  an  interesting  early  form  of  the  patronymic  of  Hic.gks  or  Hines.  In  1336 
one  Simon  m  Hec.iies  bore  arms  “  a  chevron  between  3  boars’  heads  ”  (01;  Gray  Birch  seals,  Brit.  Mns.). 


y>H'I  YH3  WJM )  A\  Y.IIMM  HI  IT 


- 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Collins,  302. 

Middleton  v.  Higgs. 

[Bill  and  two  answers.) 

)o.  11  November. 

William  Middleton  of  Sladend  in  Brightwell,  Berks.,  yeoman,  and  Sarah  his  wife 
(administratrix  of  Griffith  Higgs,  late  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  yeoman,  her  first  husband), 
v.  Mary  Higgs,  John  Higgs,  George  Jemett  and  Griffith  Higgs. 

1  hat  Griffith  Higgs  heretofore  of  South  Stoke,  I). I).,  deceased,  being  in  or  about 
11159,  possessed  of  and  interested  in,  in  his  own  proper  right,  a  great  personal  estate  to  the 
value  of  / 1 0,000,  and  upward,  and  having  no  wife,  or  child,  but  several  relations  and 
kindred,  did  on  or  about  that  time  make  his  last  will  and  having  thereby  given  and  be¬ 
queathed  several  legacies  to  several  of  his  Maid  relations  did  thereof  make  his  kinsmen 
Griffith  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  yeoman  and  Geo.  Jemett  of  Shiplacke,  Oxon.,  yeoman 
his  executors.  And  the  said  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  being  willing  to  declare  and  explain 
himself  touching  his  said  debts  owing  to  him  and  the  disposition  thereof  and  of  the  rest 
of  his  said  personal  estate  and  how  he  intended  the  same  to  be  settled  did  by  a  codicil 
dated  12  April  1659  set  down  all  or  most  of  his  particular  debts,  and  thereby  amongst 
other  his  said  debts  owing  to  him  he  did  charge  and  set  down  as  due  to  him  from  one 
Anthony  Hervey,  then  of  South  Stoke,  yeoman,  upon  a  statute  and  mortgage  of  a 
lease  of  a  living  called  “  Wallises  ”  (being  a  messuage  and  four  yard  lands  in  South 
Stoke  aforesaid),  being  then  and  yet  of  the  yearly  value  of  £40,  for  the  securing  of  an 
annuity  of  £30,  for  six  and  a  half  years  commencing  Lady  Day  1657  to  be  paid  to  the 
said  Dr.  Higgs,  or  to  his  assigns,  for  the  which  he  had  paid  to  the  said  Anthony  Hervey 
L155-  or  some  such  sum  of  his  own  proper  money,  and  took  the  said  securities,  and 
had  the  same  made  for  the  payment  of  said  annuity  in  the  name  of  his  nephew  Barton 
Higgs,  late  of  South  Stoke,  yeoman,  lately  deceased  in  trust  for  him  the  said  Dr.  Higgs 
his  executors  and  assigns  and  to  be  at  his,  and  their  disposal,  and  in  and  by  said  codicil 
said  Dr.  Higgs  did  give  said  £155-  i3s>  or  whatsoever  of  it  then  remained  unpaid,  unto 
his  said  nephew  Barton  Higgs  and  to  two  other  of  his  nephews,  viz.  :  Griffith  Higgs 
and  Walter  Higgs,  sons  of  his  brother  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwicke,  Berks.,  yeoman, 
then  lately  deceased  to  be  divided  into  three  equal  parts  amongst  them.  Shortly  after 
making  said  will  and  codicil  said  Dr.  Higgs  departed  this  life  and  said  executors  entered 
upon  and  possessed  themselves  of  all  said  personal  estate,  and  either  proved  or  ought  to 
have  proved  said  will  and  codicil,  and  did  pay — or  ought  to  have  paid — the  legacies 
thereby  given,  and  said  Walter  Higgs  afterwards  dying,  and  the  said  Griffith  Higgs, 
son  of  said  Nicholas,  having  married  plaintiff  Sarah,  some  years  since,  departed  this 
life  intestate,  and  the  said  Barton  Higgs,  presently  after  the  decease  of  the  said  Dr. 
Griffith  Higgs,  by  virtue  of  the  said  will  or  codicil,  and  for  that  he  had  the  estate  in 
law  conveyed  to  him,  and  in  his  name  in  trust  for  the  said  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  and  his 
assigns,  as  aforesaid  entered  into  and  upon  the  same  premises,  and  held  and  enjoyed 
them  until  his  decease  which  happened  about  two  months  since,  having  before  his  death 
made  his  will  in  writing,  and  thereof  made  Mary,  his  wife,  and  John  Higgs,  his  son  his 
executors,  who  therefore  entered  into  and  upon  the  said  premises,  and  have  made  probate 
of  his  said  will  and  by  virtue  thereof,  or  otherwise,  do  now  hold  and  enjoy  the  same. 
And  the  said  Barton  Higgs  in  his  life-time  surrendered  up  the  said  securities,  or  mort¬ 
gage,  and  renewed,  or  new  took  the  same,  in  his  own  name  and  to  his  own  use,  without 
taking  any  notice  of  your  oratrix  or  of  the  right  or  interest  that  accrued  and  belonged 
to  her,  and  doth  now  belong  to  her  as  she  is  the  administratrix  of  her  said  former  husband, 
who  should  have  had  one  third  part  thereof  or  of  the  said  money  lent  thereon.  Plaintiffs 
therefore  request  that  writs  of  subpuma  may  be  issued  against  defendants  concerning 
this  legacy  which  still  remains  unpaid. 

The  Answer  of  Griffith  Higgs  and  George  Jemett  taken  at  South  Stoke,  Oxon., 
on  20th  November  1690  :  In  their  answer  these  defendants  say,  that  the  defendant 
Griffith  proved  the  said  will  in  the  P.C.C.  without  the  other  defendant  Jemett,  but  did 
not  prove  the  said  codicil,  or  writing  thereunto  annexed,  but  took  off  the  same  from  the 
said  will,  and  ever  since  kept  it  by  him  albeit  this  defendant  Griffith  afterwards  paid 
most  of  the  legacies  therein  mentioned,  and  given  to  the  several  persons,  therein  named 
but  this  defendant  George  Jemett  refused  to  intermeddle  with  said  executorship  or  to 
act  about,  or  concerning,  said  personal  estate  as  executor.  They  both  believe  that 
plaintiff  Sarah  is  entitled  to  a  third  part  of  said  £155  13s.,  and  they  deny  all  manner 
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of  confederacy  with  the  said  other  defendants,  and  say  that  they  believe  that  the  said 
money  should  have  been  paid  by  the  said  Barton  Higgs,  but  therein  submit  themselves 
to  the  judgment  and  direction  of  this  Hon.  Court. 

The  Answer  of  Mary  Higgs,  widow  and  John  Higgs  taken  on  iq  January,  1690/1  : 

In  their  answer  these  defendants  say  that  the  said  I)r.  Higgs,  by  his  last  will  appointed 
his  three  nephews  Griffith  Higgs  (son  of  his  brother  Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke, 
yeoman),  Gforgk  J  email,  of  Shiplacke,  Oxon.,  yeoman  and  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Hen- 
vvicke  in  Thacham,  Berks.,  yeoman  (son  of  his  brother  Nichs.  Higgs  of  the  same  parish, 
yeoman  deceased)  to  be  his  joint  executors.  They  do  not  know  if  plaintiff  Sarah  is 
entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  said  £155  13s.  for  the  said  Mary  Higgs  was  a  stranger  to 
all  the  matters  and  things  aforesaid  until  her  marriage  with  the  said  Barton  Higgs, 
which  was  in  or  about  May  1O61  and  the  other  defendant  is  but  22  years  of  age.  They 
do  not  believe  that  the  codicil  whereby  plaintiffs  claim  said  money — is  in  existence 
they  never  having  seen  the  same.  They  deny  all  manner  of  confederacy  with  the  other 
defendants,  and  claim  that  the  said  premises  in  question  belong  to  them  the  said 
Barton  Higgs  having  purchased  the  same  with  his  own  money. 

CHANCERY  DEPOSITIONS  before  1714. 

129/22. 

William  and  Sarah  Middleton  v.  Mary  and  John  Higgs. 

1691.  20  April. 

William  Middleton  of  Sladend  in  Brightwell,  Berkshire,  yeoman,  and  Sarah  his 
wife  (administratrix  of  Griffith  Higgs,  her  late  husband,  deceased)  v.  Mary  Higgs, 
widow,  and  John  Higgs  her  son  (executors  of  Barton  Higgs,  deceased,  late  of  South 
Stoake,  Oxfordshire,  yeoman)  and  Griffith  Higgs. 

Depositions  taken  at  Wallingford,  Berkshire,  20  April,  1691. 

One  of  the  deponents  is  William  Higgs,  of  .South  Stoake,  Oxfordshire,  aged  51  years. 
In  his  evidence  he  states  that  the  defendant  Mary,  was  married  to  Barton  Higgs  on  the 
same  day  that  Charles  11.  married  ( )iteen  Katharine,  it  being  on  the  Tuesday  in  Whitsun 
Week. 

Mention  is  made  of  Nicholas  Higgs,  late  of  Hemvieke,  deed.,  and  also  of  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs,  deed. 

The  deponents  here  examined  are  : 

Anthony  Leaver,  senr,  of  Wallingford,  Berks.,  draper,  aged  66  years. 

Elizabeth  Eet.es  of  Wallingford,  Berks.,  widow,  aged  39  years. 

Anthony  Harvey  of  Streatly,  Berks.,  yeoman,  aged  78  years  (twice). 

William  Snow  of  Nettlebed,  Oxon.,  clerk,  aged  40  years  (twice). 

William  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  aged  51  years. 

John  Wylder  of  South  Stoke,  (Exon.,  aged  70  years. 

Thomas  Warner  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  parish  clerk,  aged  61  years. 

Jane  Gili.ett  (wife  of  Edward  Gillett)  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  aged  37  years. 

Richard  Wilder  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon.,  yeoman,  aged  60  years. 

Erom  the  evidence  of  Thomas  Warner  it  appears  that  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  died  on 
16  December  and  was  buried  on  19  December,  1659,  according  to  the  Register  of  South 
Stoke.  Also  that  there  is  a  monument  erected  in  tlie  chancel  of  the  parish  church  there 
in  remembrance  of  him  with  this  inscription  thereupon  :  “  hive  pounds  for  the  use  of 
the  Church  and  one  hundred  pounds  to  purchase  live  pounds  per  Ann’  for  the  use  of  the 
poore  of  South  Stoke,  and  six  hundred  pounds  to  be  layd  out  for  the  endowment  of  a 
Eree  Sehole  in  South  Stoke  aforesaid  ”. 


256/21. 


John  Higgs  v.  Elizabeth  and  Thomas  Carpenter. 

1691. 

Depositions  taken  at  Bromsgrove,  Worcs.,  4  May,  1691. 

John  Higgs  the  plaintiff  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the  defendant  Elizabeth 
Carpenter,  widow,  by  William  Carpenter,  deed. 

Among  the  deponents  we  find  : 

Ursula  Higgs,  of  Bromsgrove,  Worcs.,  widow,  aged  45  years. 
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In  the  Public  Record  Office,  London. 

CHANCERY  PROCEEDINGS  before  1714. 

Reynard  son,  263  !■>  1 . 

Warner  v.  Higgs. 

(Abstract.) 

A. i).  1692.  23  May. 

Oral,,,  &  Oralrix :  James  Warnkk  of  Kweline.  Co,  Oxon.,  wheelwright,  &  Ann.,  his 
vv.lu  .me  of  the  thiughters  of  Walter  Jemktt  heretofore  of  Shiplake,  Or  Oxon.,  yeoman, 
t'  adiiiinx  of  said  Walter,  \  your  orators. &  oratrixcs  John  Jemett  of  Shiplake’ 

X  Y.’.Tr  r,,S  "  Wa,  ti:h'  JOHN  Hovinoton  of  Marlow,  Co.  Bucks.,  husbandman 
|\  ■|u'  N\h's:  Wlfc'  Nathaniel  Baker  of  Windsor,  Co.  Berks,  Pinner,  &  M  vkv 
Ins  Wile,  At  kiiwARH  Harwood  of  Beading,  Co.  Berks,  husbandman,  *  Sarah  his 

wile,  which  sail  John  Jemett.  Anne.  Joane,  Mary  &  Sarah  are  the  surviving  sou 
c\  daughters  of  Walter  Jemett.  8 

VTTi  Hl(U:s\late  ()f  Southstoke,  Co.  Oxon,  I).D.,  a  supporter  of  King 
C  harles  I  .  lent  Samuel  Avery,  Alderman  of  London  £700,  &  took  bonds  in  the  names 

;Tw  ?!  HS  fne,1(ls'  *  lent  fl(1  Avk,<y  a  further  £800,  &  took  a  Bond  in  the  name 
o  said  Wai.ilr  Jemeu,  cV  made  a  will  concerning  the  disposal  thereof.  Alderman 
i\\  E  ry  is  deed. 

Suit  concerning  the  estate  of  Griffith  Higgs,  particularly  debt  of  £800  from  Alderman 

Defendants  :  Griffith  Higgs,  &  Geo.  Jemett,  Samuel'  Lock,  Barton  IMy 
14  November,  1692  :  Answer  of  Samuel  Locke.  That  £250  of  said  debt  was  paid  to 

rebellion  '  *  M1'*  1  Lstate  of  Al<lerman  Avj:i<y  in  Ireland,  partly  demolished  by  war  A 

Bridges,  299/71. 

Warner  v.  Higgs, 

(Abstract.) 

AT).  1692.  23  May. 

Orator  G  Oratrix  :  James  Warner  of  Ewelme,  Co.  Oxon,  wheelwright,  &  Anne  his 
wile,  one  ol  the  daughters  of  Walter  Jemett  heretofore  of  Shiplake,  Co.  Oxon,  yeoman 

"V,  OI\e..of/ !le  A(hninixes  with  Will  annexed  of  said  Walter  Jemett,  yr  orators 
John  Jemeu  of  Shiplake,  one  of  the  sons  of  said  Walter,  John  Bovington  of  Marlow 
Ur  Bucks,  husbandman,  &  Joane  Ins  wife,  Nathaniel  Baker  of  Windsor,  Co  Berks’ 
N  Mary  his  wife,  N  Edward  Harwood  of  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  &  Sarah  his  wife  which 

of1  sai!  1 ' W a iTTuf lr’  ANN’  JoANE’  MAKY  &  Sarah  are  the  surviving  sons  cC  daughters 

Griffith  Higgs,  heretofore  Chaplain  to  King  Charles  I.,  being  possessed  of  a  con¬ 
siderable  estate,  lent  Samuel  Avery,  Alderman  of  London  £700.  l)r.  Higgs  made  his 
will  1659  (having  no  wife  or  child)  &  made  his  kinsman  Griffith  Higgs  of  Southstoke 
yeoman,  Geo.  Jemett  of  Shiplake,  yeoman,  &  Nicholas  (Higgs)  since  deed.  Lxors 
Suit  concerning  Dr.  Higgs’s  will  &  estate  (abstract  of  Bill  only). 

Answer  of  Griffith  Higgs,  deft,  (eldest  son  of  Barton  Higgs  of  S.  Stoke  & 
Eleanor  Y\  histler  his  wife).  Recites  the  will,  mentioning  inter  alia,  “  Barton  Higgs  ” 
soil  ol  my  brother  Barton  Higgs,  of  Southstoke.  Griffith  Higgs,  son  of  my  brother 
John  Hums  Eldest  brother  Barton,  &  his  wife,  &  Griffith  Higgs,  their  eldest  son. 
Samuel  Avery  is  deed.  N  the  debt  not  collected. 


Bridges,  134/23  and  133/29. 

Higgs  v.  Higgs. 

(Abstract.) 

A.i).  1698.  3  December. 

Orator  :  William  Higgs  of  Whitchurch,  Co.  Oxon,  cordwainer,  first  of  the  name  of 
\\  11.LIAM,  and  2rul  son  of  Mary  Higgs,  who  was  one  of  the  daughters  of  Roger  Young. 
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lliat  Sr.  Wm.  Young  being  seised  in  fee  of  the  Manor  of  Basseklon,  Co.  Berks,  & 
being  minded  to  settle  same  on  relations  bearing  his  Christian  name,  by  Will  dated 
16  Dec.,  1618,  devised  same  to  said  Roger  Young,  who  was  son  of  Roger  Young, 
the  uncle  of  the  said  Sr.  Wm.,  8  to  such  of  his  issue  as  should  bear  the  name  of 
William  ”,  Anne  the  wife  of  said  S1'.  Wm.  to  enjoy  same  for  her  life.  Sr.  Wm. 
oun'G  soon  after  died  8  the  said  Roger  Young  your  orator’s  grandfather  entered 
said  Manor,  8  soon  after  died,  leaving  no  sons,  but  only  three  daughters,  Jane,  Mary 
8  Issida.  Jane  8:  Issida  died  without  issue,  8  Mary  who  was  your  orator’s 
mother  had  three  sons,  James  her  eldest,  Wm.  your  orator  her  second,  8  John  her 
youngest  son,  8  three  daughters,  Mary,  Martha  8  Anne.  Anne  the  relict  of  said 
S'.  Wm,  is  dead,  &  your  orator  is  the  onlv  issue  <8  r  el  aeon  of  the  testator  whose  name 
is  William,  W  should  inherit  said  Manor.  Your  orator’s  brother  James,  pretends  title 
to  said  premises. 

Bridges,  133/29. 

Defendants :  James  Higgs,  Isaack  Matthews,  Thomas  Buckekidce  8  Thomas 
Nobes. 

Plea  and  Demurrer  of  Isaac  Mathew  &  Tiiomas  Nobes.  That  Roger  Young 
was  seised  of  a  mess,  called  “  Coles”,  parcel  of  the  Manor  of  Basseklon,  8  conveyed 
same  to  Wm.  Mathew,  (left’s  father,  8:  no  claim  has  been  made  by  James  Higgs, 
plaintiff’s  father,  deed.  Plea  of  Thomas  Buckekidge.  That  Roger  Young  8 
Izadore  his  then  wife,  granted  certain  premises  to  Thomas  Buckekidge,  gent.,  this 
(left’s  grandfather. 

Complt.  8  others  exhibited  a  Bill  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer. 


Bridges,  134/23. 

Higgs  v.  Higgs  &  others. 

169.8.  3  December. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  John,  Lord  Somers,  Baron  of  Evesham,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  England. 

Humbly  complaining,  sheweth  unto  your  lordship  your  orator  William  Higgs  of 
Whitchurch,  Co.  Oxon  ,  cordwainer,  first  of  the  name  of  ”  William  ”  and  second  son  of 
Mary  Higgs  who  was  one  of  the  daughters  of  Roger  Younge,  deceased.  1  hat  Sir 
William  Young  being  seized  in  fee  of  the  Manor  of  Basseklon  (Basildon)  Co.  Berks.,  did 
by  his  last  Will  dated  the  16th  of  December  1618  (and  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court 
of  Canterbury  1619,  Register  “  Parker”,  fo.  21)  give  unto  the  said  Roger  Young,  who 
was  son  of  Roger  Young,  the  uncle  of  the  said  Sir  William  \  oung,  the  said  Manor  of 
Basseklon,  to  him  and  his  heirs  upon  condition  that  the  said  Roger  Young  should  not 
give,  oj  bestow  the  same,  to  any  of  his  sons,  but  only  to  such  as  his  Christian  name  should 
be  called  ”  William  ”,  and  so  successively  to  such  of  his  issue  lawfully  begotten  as  should 
be  of  that  name  ”  William  ”  with  a  proviso  that  Anne,  his  wife,  should  enjoy  the  same 
during  the  term  of  her  natural  life,  t  hat  the  said  Sir  William  Young  soon  after  died 
and  the  Lady  Anne  Young  his  widow  and  relict  duly  proved  his  said  will  by  which  the 
said  Roger  Young  your  orator’s  grandfather,  was  intitled,  and  entered  upon  the  said 
manor,  and  took  the  rents  and  profits  thereof  during  his  life  and  died,  having  no  son  of 
his  body  but  three  daughters,  viz:  —Jane,  Mary  8  Issida.  1  he  said  Jane  and  Issida 
died  without  issue  and  Mary,  who  was  your  orator’s  mother,  had  three  sons  James,  her 
eldest  son,  William  being  your  orator,  her  second  son,  and  John  her  youngest  son,  and 
three  daughters  Mary,  Martha  and  Anne.  That  the  said  Anne  the  relict  of  the  said 
Sir  William  Young  is  since  dead,  and  your  orator  is  the  only  issue  and  relation  of  the 
said  testator  whose  Christian  name  is  “  William  ”  and  your  orator  hoped  to  have  quietly 
enjoyed  the  said  manor,  and  to  have  taken  the  rents,  issues  and  profits  thereof.  But  now 
so  it  is,  may  it  please  your  lordship,  that  the  said  James  your  orators  elder  brother, 
1sa.u  k  Matthewes,  Thomas  Buckekidge  and  Thomas  Nokes,  combining  and  con¬ 
federating  themselves  together,  he  the  said  James  pretends  title  to  the  premises  under 
Humphrey  Young,  the  said  Roger  Young’s  elder  brother,  and  that  the  said  Roger 
Young  did  grant  the  same  to  the  said  Humphrey  Young,  and  his  heirs,  and  that  the 
said  Humphrey  did  give  or  grant  the  same  to  his  widow  and  relict,  and  to  William 
Davis,  or  one  of  them  did  grant  the  same  to  Richard  Allen  and  Griffith  Allen,  and 
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eit  heirs  who  sold  part  thereof  to  the  father  of  the  said  Isaac  Matthews,  and  his  heirs 
\he,  I/,clrt  .to,  1  HOMAS  Fucke ridge,  and  another  part  to  Thomas  Nokes  and  his  heirs! 
11(1  Vie  defendants  upon  these  pretences  do  refuse  to  give  to  your  orator  possession 
>  the  said  piemises  but  commit  great  waste  upon  the  same  all  which  doings  are  contrary 
°  11 1  1  |eHultY  a,ld  good  conscience.  In  tender  consideration  whereof  may  it  please 
v  om  lordship  to  grant  unto  your  orator  a  writ  or  writs  of  subpena  to  be  directed  unto  the 
said  James  Higgs,  Isaack  Matthews,  Thomas  Buckeridgr  and  Thomas  Nokes 

t1nHfbyo<,inifian+C  inf  them  to  aPPear  in  court  and  there  to  make  answer  to  the  premises 
and  lurtliei  t(>  stand  and  abide  such  order  and  decree  as  to  your  lordship  shall  seem  meet. 
And  3'oui  orator  shall  ever  pray,  etc. 

{Signed)  John  Welbore. 

The  folhiwing  tabulation  gathered  from  this  suit  in  Chancery  and  from  the  wills  of 
James  Higgs  of  Whitchurch,  James  Higgs  his  son  who  settled  at  Aldermastou  Co 
Berks,  and  became  the  ancestor  of  many  Higgses  of  that  place,  and  of  William  Higgs 
cordwainer  of  Whitchurch,  the  younger  brother  of  James  of  Aldermastou  is  of  interest' 
Apparently  William  Higgs  won  his  case 


CHANCERY 


PROCEEDINGS,  1714-1758. 
(A  bslracts.) 


Higgs  v.  Bartholomew. 

358/17. 

1714.  7  February. 

Orator  .  Charles  Higgs  of  Cliffords  Inn,  London,  Gent.  Concerning  an  agreement 
as  to  the  office  of  Attorney  of  the  Court  of  the  Palace  of  Westminster  v.  the  Court  of  the 
Marshalsey  held  by  John  Holloway  and  assignment  of  business  to  your  orator. 


Eddowes  v.  Higgs. 

1310/19. 

1 7 14 •  3  November. 

Orator  &  Oratrix:  Ralph  Eddowes  of  Whitchurch,  Co.  Salop,  ironmonger  and 
Eleanor  Ins  wife.  1  hat  Ric  hard  Higgs  of  Cotton  Hill,  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Shrews 
bury,  owned  a  messuage  with  appurtenances  at  Mitton  in  the  parish  of  Hitts  P)  Co 
Saloj).  Mortgage.  " 


Higgs  v.  Rudd. 

1420/21. 

1720.  24  December. 

Oralo)  er  Oratrix .  John  Higgs  of  Rocks  Green,  Co.  Salop,  yeoman  and  Anne  his 
wile,  one  of  the  daughters  of  John  Evans  late  of  Bitterley  Co.  Salop,  yeoman  deceased 
His  relict  Joyce  married  Edward  Rudd  of  Middleton.  Suit  concerning  legacies. 


Hall  v.  Higgs. 

1186/14. 

17 2i-  5  July. 

Orator  :  Randolph  Hall  of  Greens  Norton,  Co.  Northampton  victualler.  Edward 
Higos  of  Hampstead,  vinter,  married  Bridget  daughter  of  John  Mason  late  of 
Maid  ford  Co.  Northampton.  Suit  concerning  the  estate  of  John  Mason. 


Higgs  v.  Rawlins. 


• .  ,  T53b/32. 

1721.  17  December. 

Orator  :  Charles  Higgs  of  Grayes  Inn,  Co. 
Messuage  at  Charing  Cross,  London. 


Middlesex,  gent.  Suit  re  Mortgage  of 
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P  EDIGREE  0/ YOUNG  of  BASILDON.  ER  &  higgs 

THOMAS  T  CLING  Se  ntleman  (?  OfSouiABthty  M-l  won 
ttl. lust  ice  of  the  Common  tfteeis  v-iAe  EastWanrcy 

Wings Bench  descended from  on  inf  turn-  Co  /Jen as 

toil  form hf  of  ffterchant. s  i n  IBr/stol  ,  =p  Vide  -V/n-  t/on/no 

/n  /ft  ,-turt  mkc  0...,  n*r.L . i./„.  ./... 


Higgs  of  yyhitchukch. 

Thomas  Higgs  of LVc/tc//u,^ch 
mentioned  in  the.  Will  of 

Wes 


Co,  (7i  ouct  s/v  /e 

ot  C/iot  e  y  Mu 


.  Vide  MSS  St  v AME/r  ld  he  note  a 
roe  ox/  onoc/et  ww  laaeanr) 


„  la  A  A  r£HS 

CCCXXX  2oMAll47J{ 


ic„ ZVL  H iocs VMsr  YOONG.^^ .  w/u>  -r  /,,-M/y  Ac NES 

/once  har.o/ STKC/tritY Benns  ff/LY.ff  /ts, lmon LoBej/es  kn,f,EuXr  ohu  o/  Maude 
(grohahlu  a  brother  who  died  W*  J/M/'  he  was  f  robab/y  the  Imomas  BULLOK  or 
in  I  5  73/  he  died  1 58  6  iolwxg  o/ Iast //ar/vey,  who  married  Agnes.1  .BULLOC  K  of 

the  dan  f/ZHauDeYSui  l.OK  in  1 070  Ado  r/.wswort/ 

. — . — . _ _ _  ‘  Ccj  Ml  ftn  > 


(f 

in  15  73) 

Thomas  ‘  Henry  ''William 
HIGGS  Higgs  Higgs f 
of  owned  W/ n to/uKcn 
Wmrcnono/  Quartern? 

3 1 il'Jc  r i  fed  of  l and.  in 
Quarterly  Wr/TCHURCr 
to  the  b  oor  he  subscribed, 
from  1 369  to  the  Poor 
to  1590  15  69  I5Q0 

Will  hr  1 1596 
fire  a  Oxon. 

Ser.d  Vol  to 
Jo.  A66 

Jfrom  the  above 

famdu  0/  Riggs 

long  settled  i  n 
IY///  /  r/u/ucH  yy^es 
l  vi  III  l  it  fie  1  tuii/jf 
(deuce  n  eftett 


1  ROCiLR  YOU NG F  Bent /arum  ofB/is/iEOR 

horiiin  14-93,  lie  held  a  Commission  of 


J/i  r*.  r  \  /  ’ ( 

Co  MLR1 1 


;  worn  h 


thett  dee  for  JJ error/ he  for  Sixty  years 
he  bestowed  a  fart  of  his  demesne  lands 
on  John  BuckERidge  whose  father  Jam 
Buc  KCRiiKiL  had  held  a  /ttcssiiaoe  there 
in  1501  of  one  John  Cow  told  /  field  HISS) 
he  died  in  1589  96 

'ROGER  YOUNG^ 


1  Wl  L  U  ALL 

YOUNG 

Sent  lemon 

of  B/ts//  DO/V 

*  min  1 1 .  1  ■  it  mm  Vld*. 


'SIR  WILLIAM  = 
YOUNGEKnt 
oj  the l flavor 
of  Bas/ldor 


= Katherine 

VYK-UAM  Sen l lemon  of 

_B/\R  KER  Assn  now 

ofdOR/V/EVG 

She  mar  2ndf  SirChriSToPhkk 

Lytcot  1  he d  at  BasiLoow\S99 
ANNE 


1  HUMPHREY 

Young  Young 

Sen  Iter  nan  Sent!1  of 
cj  Bas/laor  Dos/ leon 


ROGt'Pf  IS AD0RL 
YATES 


l JAMES  IIIGCS 

of  Wf//  /church 
ford  w  aimer 
Will  dated  12  Ser  i 

1 6'/  9  /,/  •  ft  eh  y 

Oxon  SerIL  Void 
9S.  ■ 


I  A 


- ,  —  -  dlo  fssue 

d  ted  in  Lon  don 
in  l6 18  Will  dated  l6lb  the  l6l9 
(Ac  L  Barker  fo  2  / )  he  tejt  his  Is  talc  after  L/W)  Bare. 
decease  cs  “Roger  Son  of  his  Uncle  'Roger  Young 
and  to  his  heirs  who  were  ca/tcd'W\  luam'  ' 


JO 


EjAMLS  HIGGS 

of  /] leu  :r  a  ms  /  on 
Settled  l here  before 
I  6 T9,  buried  m 
the. /dace.  7  June 

1717  Will  proven 

1 7 1 8  flrch  Oxon 


T 


'Mary  young  'jane  young 

fill  proved,  deck  Oxon 


Robert 

hone 


■S  X 


^ISSIDA^ 

YOUNG 


mar  at 
Br/wf/eld 
Co  Berks 
5  Nov  1612 


WiuLIAM 
HER  NEor 
HORNE 


Act  Bh "  B  "fo  33 7  1/K  ...  .  r 

Co  he  1  rs  c/  - william  young  vro  is  s  ug  jvo  Issue/. 

dote  / lybo/l  l ft  decease  of  LbByL  YTCOTTin  |G22  ttoodW d/luAl/ViNEY 

Youtto  With  W/LUBS1  d/iv/ss  s  John  Bl/tr/t/ttV com  tyed the 
/ / lanor  of  d/iS/LDON toyjwe  dJOHN  LABlB^fdJWB/W  Wt//S/LfR 

-  —  '  . .  'JOHN  '  T  ’ 


1I7ABETH 

She  was  fur.  at 

A  DERMA  S  TOW 

29  JUNEI7IY 


As  RAMPS  TE/ID 


WILLIAM  HIGGS  ‘JOHN  'ANN  'MARYYiARTHA 

of  Wr/tc/weich  Oxon.  |  i  |  GGS 

dor dur  a  in  er  to  whom 

Will fr  by  his  mother  his 

Nary  Higgs  ISJune  brot/er 

1 7  I  5  (Cor)  Oxot)  SerlE  Wll  ham 
Vol  lb  JaY)  dated  19  LeftJL  10 
OrAIYI 4. 

Heir  to  tre  At r/v or  or  B a s/l  do/v  r/vd  Lei/vd  oy  Br/iot/eeo 
And  Ba/vg QOUR/ve  ur/nER  t//e  Wul  or  S I R  WHUAMYoUNG 


.  7  mrrer  /  n/r  o  cJt/t/A/r/:  ex  /  y  EJ  EZ  rx!  / /V<7  VV 

Vide:  Case  in  Chancery  2J\  Oct.  1 6  6  l  HIGGS  cT aL 


Fane.  Allen  ana 

^  UCKERIDGE, 


EDWARD 

HIGGS 


‘JAMES 

HIGGS 


'WILLI AM  =M ARY  ‘SUSAN  'MARY1  ELIZABETH 

H  I  L  1  G  S  q  M  AV  |  ~r  I  A 

Administration  granted  to  M ARY Ai! dow of  WmHlg^s) 


. 
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Harries  v.  Higgs. 


1722. 


H 


T  44 / - 4  ■ 

31  January. 

Answer  of  John  Higgs,  the  elder  &  John  Higgs,  the  younger  to  the  Hill  of  Samuel 
arries,  gent,  concerning  a  lease  of  property  and  covenants  ;  situation  not  described. 


Higgs  v.  Molyneux. 

2586/20. 

1723.  22  August. 

Answer  of  Ihomas  Molyneux  to  Bill  of  William  Higgs  gentleman, 
the  a  Hairs  ol  (.  haritable  corporation  ”  etc. 


Com 


■ernuu 


1724.  7  December. 


Higgs  v.  Strangways. 

1749/53- 


O  tutor  .  W  illiam  Higgs  of  Westminster,  Middlesex,  Gent,  re — C  haritable  Corporation 
for  the  Relief  of  Industrious  poor  etc. 


Higgs  v.  Gordon. 


1725.  9  October. 

Orator :  William  Higgs 
re  Charitable  Corporation. 


1751/30. 

of  St.  Martin  in  the  Fields, 


Co.  Middlesex,  Gentleman, 


Higgs  v.  Meres. 

332/n. 

1729.  22  October. 

Orator  :  William  Higgs  concerning  a  Corporation  stiled  the  Charitable  Corporation 
foi  the  Relief  of  the  Industrious  Boor — by  assisting  them  with  small  sums  upon  pledges 
at  legal  interest  ;  floated  1705.  (Long  Bill.) 


Higgs  v.  Higgs. 

1318/72. 

1729.  24  November. 

Oratnxes  :  Mary  and  Rebecca  Higgs,  only  children  of  John  Higgs,  late  of  South 
Stoke,  Co.  Oxon.,  yeoman  deceased  by  Mary  his  first  wife,  who  was  daughter  of  W;illiam 
Harding  of  I  inner  s  Court  in  the  parish  of  Bensington  Co.  Oxon.  Suit  regarding  the 
Marriage  Settlement. 

(A ote.  In  Chapter  HI  a  photograph  of  this  original  Marriage  Settlement  between 
William  Harding  and  Thomas  his  son  and  John  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  is  given.) 


Newcombe  or  Newcome  v.  Higgs. 

1142/40. 

1730.  13  August. 

Orator :  Thomas  Newcome  of  Birmingham  Co.  Warwick,  pattenwood  maker. 
Oratoi  was  chosen  Parish  Clerk  and  Sexton  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Phillip,  Birmingham. 
William  Higgs,  Clerk,  rector  of  the  said  parish  caused  your  orator  to  serve  him  as  a 
servant  without  wages  etc. 


Newcome  v.  Higgs. 

12 1 2/13. 

1714-58.  (No  date.) 

Answer  ol  William  Higgs,  clerk.  That  complainant  was  employed  as  Parish  clerk 
ol  St.  Phillips  and  was  also  to  perform  duties  for  this  defendant.  He  detained  money  he 
had  collected. 


' 
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Norton  v.  Iliggs. 

83/25. 

1730.  17  November. 

Orators  :  Thomas  Norton,  Joseph  Robertson  and  Joseph  Rogers,  all  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Anne,  Westminster  Co.  Middlesex.  Chari.es  Higgs  of  Hampstead  Co.  Middlesex, 
Esquire,  has  collected  rents  of  your  orators  as  exor.,  of  Sir  Gabriel  Roberts  deceased. 
Question  of  right  to  collect  etc. 


Gressingham  v.  Higgs. 


368/65. 

1731.  2  January. 

Orator :  Thomas  Grasingiiam  of  Leighton  Bussard  Co,  Bedford,  gentleman.  In 
Michas.  l'erm  1715  your  orator’s  late  father  Thomas  Grasingiiam  deceased  exhibited 
his  Bill  in  this  Hon.  Court  against  Bartholomew  Higgs  of  Henley-on-Thames  Co. 
Oxford,  and  Agnes  his  wife.  Orator’s  father  and  Bartholomew  Higgs,  since  deceased. 
Bill  of  revivor. 


Defendant  :  Agnes  Higgs. 


Higgs  v.  Careless. 

8(11/34. 

1737.  16  December. 

Orator  :  Richard  Higgs  of  Higley  Co.  Salop,  Clerk  and  Mary  his  wife,  late  Mary 
Higgs,  widow  and  relict  of  William  Higgs  late  of  Birmingham,  Clerk,  deceased.  Bill 
of  Revivor  of  former  Suit.  Attorney  General  v.  Careless  concerning  the  Will  of  the 
said  William  Higgs  deceased. 


Goodricke  v.  Higgs. 


2189/12. 


1742.  26  November. 

Orator  :  Henry  Goodricke  of  St.  Andrews,  Holborn  Co.  Middlesex,  one  of  the 
sons  of  Harcourt  (  ioodricke,  late  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Esquire,  who  appointed  Charles 
Higgs,  then  of  Clifford’s  Inn,  London,  hut  afterwards  of  St.  Ann’s  Westminster  gentle¬ 
man,  deceased,  and  another  person  executors  of  his  will.  The  said  Higgs  survived  tin- 
other  executor.  Suit  re  the  Estate  of  Harcourt  Goodricke. 

Defendants  :  Hepzibah  Higgs,  Amiatia  Higgs  and  Edward  Bkooksby. 


Higgs  y.  Leadham. 


1635/27. 


1749.  19  October. 

Orator:  Joseph  Higgs  of  Birmingham,  Co.  Warwick,  Surgeon  and 
Doctor’s  Bill  for  attending  Thomas  Leadham’s  wife  and  money  borrowed. 


Apothecary. 


Herbert  y.  Higgs. 


2132/ir. 


1750.  30  January. 

Answer  of  John  Higgs  and  Mary  his  wife,  and  Henry  Joyce  and  Anne  his  wife, 
William  Mason,  Ann  Mason,  Mary  Mason  and  William  Mason  Herbert  complainants. 

\\  ill  1  am  Mason,  late  of  I'heydon  Bois  Co.  Essex,  grandfather  of  the  defendants, 
Mary  Higgs  and  Ann  Joyce.  Will  and  Estate  of  the  said  William  Mason. 
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APPRENTICESHIP  INDENTURES. 

(This  list  supplied  by  the  Society  of  Genealogists,  5,  Bloomsbury  Square,  London,  W.C.) 
1  (>40.  1  July. 

John,  son  of  Richard  Higgs  of  Ivington  Co.  Gloucester,  yeoman, 

A  ppr enticed  to 

1  he  Drapers’  Company,  London. 

1711/12.  2  February. 

Arthur,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs  of  West  End,  Parish  of  Wickwarr,  Co.  Gloucester 
(near  Horton  and  Chipping  Sudbury),  carrier, 

Apprenticed  to 

William  Winstone  of  Chipping  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester  (blacksmith). 

In  consideration  of  £5.  1,4  ij^z  47 

171b.  3  September. 

Michael,  son  of  Samuel  Higgs,  Citizen  &  Glazier, 

A  ppr  enticed  to 

1  homas  Cox,  Citizen  and  Barber  Surgeon. 

In  consideration  of  £10.  j,4  l  jq2. 

171b.  9  October. 

Joseph,  son  of  John  Higgs  of  Eversham,  Co.  Worcester,  Gentleman, 

Apprenticed  to 

John  Baylis  of  Tewkesbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  Apothecary. 

In  consideration  of  £40.  1,4 

1717.  18  February. 

Edward,  son  of  William  Higgs  of  St.  Giles,  Co.  Middlesex,  Vintner, 

A  ppr  enticed  to 

George  Nix,  Citizen  and  Joiner. 

In  consideration  of  £30.  [,4  T /(£  ^ 

1717.  (?). 

James,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs,  Citizen  &  Apothecary, 

Apprenticed  to 

Richard  Glyn,  Citizen  and  Clockmaker. 

In  consideration  of  £25.  1,4  22 

1718.  19  June. 

Thomas  Higgs  of  Stockton,  Co.  Salop, 

A  pprenticed  to 

John  Gould  of  Claverley,  Co.  Salop  (Locksmith). 

In  consideration  of  £4.12.0.  1,4.  ij()>  82. 

1721.  1  December. 

Thomas,  son  of  Richard  Higgs  of  Mitton,  Co.  Salop, 

Apprenticed  to 

Thomas  Winn  of  Shrewsbury,  Grocer. 

In  consideration  of  £38.  1,4.  1/47,  202. 

1721.  9  June. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Thomas  Higgs,  deceased, 

Apprenticed  to 

Elizabeth  Pitts  of  St.  Bartholomew-the-Less  (Semstress). 

In  consideration  of  £25.  Ini.  1/8,  159. 

1724.  3  February. 

William,  son  of  John  Higgs  deceased, 

Apprenticed  to 

Richard  Hawthorne,  Citizen  and  Draper. 

Inconsideration  of  £30.  Ini.  1/10,  129. 
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172 5-  13  July- 

Moses,  son  of  Moses  Higgs  of  Henley-on-Thames,  Co.  Oxon, 

Apprenticed  to 

John  Arnald,  Citizen  and  Distiller. 

In  consideration  of  £40.  Ini.  1/10,  211. 

173 6.  15  November. 

Samuel  Higgs, 

A  ppr enticed  to 

Edmond  Pembruge  of  Campden,  Co.  Gloucester  (Attorney). 

In  consideration  of  £100.0.0.  Ini.  1/14,  212. 

1737.  3  December. 

John,  son  of  Thomas  Higgs,  Citizen  and  Apothecary, 

Apprenticed  to 

Nathaniel  Lane,  Citizen  and  Poulterer 
In  consideration  of  £10.0.0.  Ini.  1/15,  131. 

I74I-  9  June. 

Lewis,  son  of  Joseph  Higgs, 

.1  pprenticed  to 

Joseph  Simes  of  Woottcn  Underedge,  Co.  Gloucester  (  Tailor). 

In  consideration  of  £10.0.0.  Ini.  1/16,  62. 

1741.  14  July. 

George,  son  of  Christopher  Higgs, 

A  pprenticed  to 

Daniel  Higgs  of  Chipping  Sod  bury,  Co.  Gloucester  (Cordwainer). 

Iu  consideration  of  £5.0.0.  Ini.  1/1 6,  74. 

1750.  22  March. 

Thomas,  son  of  William  Higgs, 

.  1  pprenticed  to 

Daniel  Green  of  Wootton-under-Edge,  Co.  Gloucester  (Tailor). 

In  consideration  of  £3.3.0.  Ini.  1/51,  48. 

1755.  20  September. 

Daniel  Higgs, 

A  pprenticed  to 

John  Skeatts  of  Chippenham,  Co.  Wilts  (Collar  Maker). 

In  consideration  of  £10.0.0.  Ini.  1/20,  128. 

1757.  15  August. 

Grace  Higgs. 

A  pprenticed  to 

Ann  Rommicu  A  Co.  of  Stroud,  Co.  Gloucester  (Seamstress). 

In  consideration  of  £5.5.0.  Ini.  1/21,  82. 

1758.  17  August. 

William  Higgs, 

.1  pprenticed  to 

James  C  ambridge:  of  Wootton-under-Edge,  Co.  Gloucester  (Carpenter). 

In  consideration  of  £10.0.0.  Ini.  1/53,  89. 

17(10.  24  November. 

Josiaii  Higgs, 

A  pprenticed  to 

Samuel  Webb  of  Chipping  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester  (Baker). 

In  consideration  of  £2.10.0.  Ini.  1/54,  48. 
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CALENDAR  OF  HIGGS  WILLS  AND  ADM  INSTIGATIONS 
REGISTRY,  LONDON— PREROGATIVE  COURT  OF 


IN  THE  PROBATE 
CANTERBURY. 


Higgs,  Higges,  Higge,  Higs,  etc.,  1483-1797. 


1  h°se  marked  by  an  asterisk  have  been  examined  in  the  preparation  of  this  work. 
(Arranged  in  alphabetical  order,  chronologically  under  each  baptismal  name.) 


Will  or 

administration. 


Date. 


Baptismal  name. 


Place  of  abode 
or  county. 


Ad.  —  1649. 


♦Will. 

July, 

1658 

Will. 

Jan., 

jyyC 

Ad. 

Oct., 

1(191 

Will. 

Sept. 

-  I737 

nviii. 

Sept. 

,  1775 

♦Will. 

Oct., 

1690 

♦Will. 

Jan., 

1 778 

Will. 

Jan., 

1728 

Ad. 

Mar., 

1742 

Ad. 

Feb., 

1750 

Ad. 

Jan., 

1 685 

♦Will 

— 

1633 

Will. 

Ad. 

Feb., 

1685 

Ad. 

Sept. 

i(kj7 

Will. 

Sept. 

1697 

Ad.  - 

Feb., 

170b 

♦Will. 

Oct., 

17^3 

Ad. 

Dec., 

1737 

♦Will. 

June, 

1782 

♦Will. 

April, 

1(176 

Will. 

Aug., 

J734- 

Will. 

Nov., 

J75°- 

Will. 

July, 

1771. 

Will. 

Nov., 

17(10. 

♦Will. 

Sept., 

J7()5- 

Will. 

July, 

1784. 

Ad. 

April, 

1758. 

♦Will. 

1(108. 

♦Will. 

Mar., 

1660. 

♦Ad. 

Nov., 

1(1(14. 

Will. 

Nov., 

1681. 

Ad. 

Nov., 

l()47- 

Ad. 

Nov., 

17(18. 

Ad. 

July, 

I7(>5- 

♦Will. 

Sept., 

1754- 

♦Will. 

Sept., 

I73-- 

Will. 

Jan., 

17  5«- 

♦Will. 

Feb., 

1777- 

Will. 

Jan., 

*744- 

♦Ad. 

April, 

1582. 

Will. 

June, 

1647. 

Ad. 

— 

1(148. 

Ad. 

— 

1  (15 1  • 

Ad. 

Mar., 

i&53- 

Will. 

J  une, 

I&54- 

Ad. 

Oct., 

1656. 

Ad. 

Jan., 

1(158. 

Ad. 

Sept., 

1(1(13. 

Alice  Higgs  (alias 
Plumer). 

Anthony  Higg. 
Amecitia  Higgs. 

Anne  Higgs. 

Anne  Higgs. 

Anne  Higgs. 

Barton  Higgs. 
Benjamin  Higgs. 
Castor  Higgs. 
Charles  Higgs,  Esqre. 
Charles  Higgs,  Esqre. 
Christopher  Higgs. 
Clement  Higgs. 
Clement  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs. 
Edward  Higgs. 
Eleanor  Higgs. 
Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Elizabeth  Higges. 
Elizabeth  Higgs. 
Francis  Higgs. 
Francis  Higgs. 
Francis  Higgs. 

Oeorge  Higgs. 

( iRiEEiTH  Higges. 
Griffith  Higgs  (Dr.) 
Griffith  Higgs. 

Helen  Higgs. 

Henry  Higgs. 

Henry  Higgs. 

Henry  Higgs. 
Hephzibah  Higgs. 
James  Higgs. 

James  Higgs. 

James  Higgs. 

Jeremiah  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

John  Higges. 

John  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 

John  Higgs. 


Gloucester. 


Middlesex. 

Middlesex. 

Middlesex. 

Surrey. 

Middlesex. 

Oxon  (S.  Stoke) 
London. 

London. 

Middlesex. 

Middlesex. 

Middlesex. 

Middlesex. 

Middlesex. 

Pts. 

Pts. 

Pts. 

Pts. 

Middlesex. 

Surrey. 

Service  Middlesex. 
Berkshire. 
Warwick. 
Middlesex. 

Surrey. 

Service  Pts. 
Berkshire. 

Service  Pts. 


Oxon  (S.  Stoke). 
Oxon  (S.  Stoke). 
Pts. 


Surrey. 

Middlesex. 

London. 

Service  Pts. 

Middlesex. 

Berkshire. 

Pts. 

Oxford. 

Pts. 

Berks  (Basildon). 
Oxford. 

Chester. 

( doucester. 
Middlesex. 


Wiltshire. 

Salop. 

Oxford. 


Reference. 
Admon.  84. 

Wot  ton  367. 
Bellas  17. 
Admon. 

Wake  207. 
Alexander  345. 
Dyke  154. 

Hay  18  &  199. 
Brook  14. 
Admon. 

Admon. 

Admon.  f>. 
Russell  1 10. 
Seager  106. 
Admon.  25. 
Admon. 

No  reference. 
Admon. 
Richmond  298. 
Admon. 

(jostling  288. 
Bence  38. 
Oakham  182. 
Greenly  35 6. 
Trevor  299. 
Lynch  42b. 

Rush  worth  322. 
Rockingham  390. 
Admon. 
Windebank  11. 
Nabbs  8. 

Admon. 

North  165. 
Admon.  1  (>5 . 
Admon. 

Admon. 

Pinfold  251. 
Frenley  273. 
Hutton  14. 

Collier  70. 

Seymer  15. 
Admon. 

Fines  134. 

Admon.  14b. 
Admon.  200. 

L  97; 

Alehin  234. 
Admon.  247. 
Admon.  5. 
Admon. 
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Wil1  0r  1)  He 

administration. 

Baptismal  name. 

Place  of  abode 
or  county. 

Reference. 

♦Will. 

May,  1665. 

John  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Hyde  49. 

♦Will. 

Sept.,  1670. 

John  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Penn  120. 

Will. 

Feb.,  i(>8b. 

John  Higgs. 

Surrey 

Lloyd  17. 

♦Will. 

July,  1  b<)3. 

John  Higgs. 

London. 

Coker  111. 

♦Will. 

Oct.,  ibcjc). 

John  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Pett  1(13. 

Ad. 

July,  1703. 

John  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Achnon. 

A  cl. 

July,  1706. 

John  Higgs. 

Pts. 

Admon. 

Will. 

April,  1724. 

John  Higgs. 

Bucks. 

Bolton  84. 

Will. 

Feb.,  1720. 

John  Higgs. 

Worcester. 

Abbott  4b. 

Will. 

Nov.,  1729. 

John  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Abbott  303. 

Will. 

Jan.,  1 734 

John  Higgs. 

Surrey. 

Oakham  10. 

Ad. 

June,  1741. 

John  Higgs. 

London. 

Admon. 

Ad. 

Jan.,  1747. 

John  Higgs. 

London. 

Admon. 

Ad. 

April,  1749. 

John  Higgs. 

Worcester. 

Admon. 

♦Will. 

Sept.,  1751. 

John  Higgks. 

Middlesex. 

Busby  259. 

♦Will. 

Mar.,  1752. 

John  Higgks. 

London. 

Bettesworth  (17 

Will. 

1 7  5  7  • 

John  Higgks. 

London. 

Herring  328. 

♦Will. 

June,  1765. 

John  Higgs,  Esqre. 

Middlesex. 

Rushworth  220 

Ad. 

Aug.,  1756. 

John  Higg. 

Kent. 

Admon. 

♦Will. 

Dec.,  1779. 

John  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Warburton  499 

♦Will. 

May,  1782. 

John  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Gostling  232. 

Will. 

Feb.,  175b. 

Joseph  Higgs. 

Warwick. 

( Hazier  41. 

Will. 

1794- 

Joseph  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

— 

Ad. 

Oct.,  1704. 

Jane  Higgs. 

Radnor. 

Admon. 

Will. 

Jan.,  1772. 

Jane  Higgs. 

Essex. 

Taverner  14. 

Ad. 

Mar.,  1698. 

Lawrence  Higgs. 

London. 

Admon. 

Will. 

Nov.,  1708. 

Lawrence  Higgs. 

( doucester. 

Barrett  232. 

♦Will. 

Jan.,  1780. 

Mathew  Higgs. 

Gloucester. 

Collins  21. 

♦Will. 

July,  1728. 

Moses  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Brook  21 1. 

Ad. 

July,  1669. 

Mary  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Admon.  7b. 

Ad. 

Feb.,  1(197’ 

Mary  Higgs  (alias 
Everard). 

Middlesex. 

Admon. 

♦Will. 

June,  17(10. 

Mary  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Lynch  240. 

Will. 

Nov.,  17(18. 

Mary  Higgs. 

Warwick. 

Seeker  413. 

Will. 

Mar.,  1 77b. 

Mary  Higgs. 

Warwick. 

Bellas  123. 

♦Will. 

Feb. ,  1797. 

Mary  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Exeter  93. 

♦Will. 

Sept.,  1(173. 

Margaret  Higgs. 

Berkshire 

(Thatcham). 

Pye  1 14. 

Ad. 

Sept.,  1  (>95. 

Nathaniel  Higgs. 

London. 

Admon. 

Ad. 

April,  1750. 

Nathaniel  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Admon. 

♦Will. 

1595- 

Nicholas  Higgks. 

— 

Scott  78. 

♦Will. 

Mar.,  ib(>5- 

Nicholas  Higgs. 

1  .ondon. 

Hyde  2b. 

♦Will. 

April,  ibbb. 

Nicholas  Higgs. 

Berks  (Thatcham). 

Mico  59. 

Will. 

Jan..  177c. 

Peter  Higgs. 

London. 

Jenner  lb. 

Ad. 

Dec.,  1783. 

Peter  Higgs. 

Pts. 

Admon. 

♦Will. 

Feb.,  ibbr. 

Ralph  Higgs  (sen.). 

Berkshire. 

May  23. 

♦Will. 

Feb.,  ibbi. 

Ralph  Higgs  (pm.). 

Berkshire. 

May  23. 

Will. 

I  ( >02 . 

Richard  Higgs. 

— 

Montague  23. 

♦Will. 

i  bob. 

Richard  Higges, 

Hi  does  or  Higge. 

— 

Stafforde  33. 

♦Will. 

1  ( >  1 2 . 

Richard  Higgs. 

Norton,  Glo'ster. 

Fenner  43. 

Will. 

Aug.,  i(>25. 

Richard  Higgs. 

Clark  82.’ 

Ad. 

1  (>3 1 

Richard  Higgs. 

Essex. 

Folio  14b. 

Ad. 

ib.P  3- 

Richard  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Folio  i(>4. 

♦Will. 

1  (>48. 

Richard  Higge. 

Essex. 

Essex  32. 

Ad. 

July,  ib()2. 

Richard  Higgs. 

London. 

(Lost.) 

Will. 

Nov.,  1(184. 

Richard  Higgs. 

Warwick. 

Hare  148. 

Will. 

Oct.,  1712. 

Richard  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Barnes  189. 

Ad. 

Feb.,  171b. 

Richard  Higgs. 

Warwick. 

Admon. 

••I.,  »H /- II  )  Y.\  (  ll.  /  i  J.  mill  51 II : 


UN* 

I-  .. 

Jli  7/ 

ill  '/ 

• 
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Will  or 

administration. 

Ad. 
♦Will 
Ad. 

Ad. 

Will. 
Will. 
♦Will. 

Ad. 

Ad. 
♦Will. 
♦Will. 
♦Will. 
♦Ad. 
♦Will. 
♦Will. 
♦Will. 
♦Will. 
Will. 
Will. 
Will. 

Ad. 


Date.  Baptismal  name. 

Dec.,  1729.  Richard  Higgs. 

May,  1756.  Richard  Higgs  (Rev.) 

Nov.,  1759.  Richard  Higgs. 

June,  1760.  Richard  Higgs. 

Sept.,  1761.  Richard  Higgs. 

May,  1764.  Richard  Higgs. 

Oct.,  1782.  Richard  Higgs. 

Feb.,  1749.  Hobkrt  Higgs. 

Jan.,  1760.  Robert  Higgs. 

1  bo  1.  Roger  Higgs 

ibio.  Roger  Higges. 

—  1(113.  Roger  Higges. 

Oct.,  1(179.  Roger  Higgs,  Esqre. 

April,  1681.  Roger  Higgs. 

May,  1728.  Rebecca  Higgs. 

April,  1744.  Samuel  Higgs. 

Mar.,  1761.  Samuel  Higgs. 

June,  1763.  Samuel  Higgs. 

Jan.,  1794.  Samuel  Higgs. 

Oct.,  1705.  Stephen  Higgs. 

Mar.,  1880.  Sarah  Higgs. 


Will. 

April,  1748. 

Susannah  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

1588/9. 

Thomas  Higges. 

♦Will. 

—  i59i- 

Thomas  Higges,  gent. 

Ad. 

April,  ibi2. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

1614. 

Thomas  Higges,  gent. 

— 

—  1616. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

1637. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

I(M9- 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

Apr.,  1655. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

Nov.,  1657. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

Oct.,  1663. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

Dec.,  1663. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

lf>72. 

Thomas  Higges. 

♦Will. 

June,  1679. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

June,  1699. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

May,  1704. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

Dec.,  1705. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

Oct.,  1709. 

Thomas  Higgs  alias 
Hicks. 

Ad. 

Feb.,  1711. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

Oct.,  1712. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

April,  1715. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

Aug.,  1 7  id. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

Mar.,  1723. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad 

June,  172b. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

July,  1728. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

Jan.,  173b. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

Feb.,  1737. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

June,  174b. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

Sept.,  1760. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

May,  17(13. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

Mar.,  I7b8. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

♦Will. 

July,  1 7(18. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Ad. 

April,  1778. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

Nov.,  1778. 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Will. 

July,  1778. 

Thomas  Higgs  alias 

Place  of  abode 
or  county. 

London. 

.  Salop. 

Pts. 

Middlesex. 

Southton. 

London. 

Southton. 

Middlesex. 

Middlesex. 

Worcestershire. 

Banbury,  Oxon 

Berkshire. 

Salop. 

Middlesex. 

Oxon. 

London. 

Berkshire. 

Surrey. 

Surrey. 

Pts. 

Middlesex. 
Middlesex. 


Reference. 

Admon. 
Glazier  140. 
Admon. 
Admon. 
Cheslyn  38  r. 
Simpson  181. 
Gostling  499. 
Admon. 
Admon. 
Woodhall  32. 
Wingfield  90. 
Capel  20. 
Admon. 
North  59. 
Brook  149. 
Boycott  1 15. 
Cheslyn  97. 
Casar  283. 
Holman  23. 
Gee  202. 
Admon. 
Strahan  117. 


Glo’ster  (Cheltenham)  Leister  38. 
Halford,  Salop.  Sainberbe  7 9. 


London. 

Halford,  Salop. 

Berkshire. 

Hereford. 

Worcester. 

Bucks. 

Middlesex. 
Middlesex. 
Gloucester  (Coles- 
bourne). 

Salop. 

Pts. 

Radnor. 

Pts. 

Pts. 

London. 

Middlesex. 

Lincoln. 

Pts. 

Herts. 

Southton. 

Surrey. 

Surrey. 

Surrey. 

Berkshire. 

Middlesex. 

Pts. 

London. 

Oxford. 

Berkshire. 

Service  Surrey. 
Service. 


Folio  58. 
Lawe  34. 

No  reference. 
Goare  133. 
Admon.  108. 
Aylett  343. 
Admon.  285. 
Juxon  120. 
Juxon  146. 
Eure  it). 

King  70. 

Pett  93. 

Ash  107. 

Admon. 

Admon. 

Admon. 

Admon. 

Fagg  69. 
Admon. 
Richmond  51. 
Admon. 
Admon. 

Derby  11. 
Wake  28. 
Edmunds  179. 
Lynch  358. 
Casar  231. 
Seeker  no. 
Seeker  281. 
Admon. 

Hay  451. 
Rockingham  3 
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Will  or 

administration. 

Will. 
♦Will. 
♦Will. 
♦Will. 
Ad. 
♦Ad. 
♦Ad. 


♦Will. 

Will. 

♦Will. 

Will. 

a<i.  : 

♦Will. 

♦Will. 

♦Will. 

Ad. 

Ad. 

♦Will. 

Will. 

Ad. 

♦Will. 

Ad. 

♦Will. 

Ad. 

Ad. 

Ad. 

Ad. 

♦Will. 

♦Will. 

Will. 

Ad. 

Ad. 

Ad. 


Date. 

Baptismal  name. 

Ulaee  of  abode 
or  conntv. 

July, 

1784- 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Monarch  Pts. 

April, 

1 792  • 

Thomas  Higgs. 

Oxford. 

Aug., 

1699. 

Tobias  Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Dec., 

17  yb. 

Toovky  Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Dec., 

1680. 

Ursula  Higgs. 

Gloucester. 

Oct., 

1  (>69. 

Walter  Higgs. 

Thatcham,  Berks. 

Nov., 

1691. 

Walter  Higgs. 

Thatcham,  Berks. 

— > 

1614. 

William  Higges. 

Colesbourne, 

Glo’ster. 

Mar. , 

ih27. 

William  Higgs. 

_ 

- — - 

F>33- 

William  Higgs. 

Oxford. 

Mar., 

1  (>46. 

William  Higgs. 

Leicester. 

j  , 

July, 

1646.  ) 

William 

Higgs. 

Oxford. 

-- 

1651. 

William 

Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

— 

1657. 

William 

Higges. 

Berkshire. 

May, 

1658. 

William 

Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Oct., 

r7°9- 

William 

Hicki 

Higgs  alias 
:s. 

Pts. 

April, 

1710. 

William 

Hicki- 

Higgs  alias 
:s. 

Bristol. 

July, 

1722. 

William 

Higgs. 

London. 

Nov., 

Jan., 

1724- 

William 

Higgs 

Stafford. 

I73«- 

William 

Higgs. 

Pts. 

April, 

r74h. 

William 

Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Aug., 

I749- 

William 

Higgs. 

Middlesex 

— 

J749- 

William 

Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Sept., 

1750. 

William 

Higgs. 

Berkshire. 

Dec., 

1761. 

William 

Higgs. 

London. 

Feb., 

1762. 

William 

Higgs. 

Pts.  Middlesex, 

Oct., 

1766. 

William 

Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Feb., 

17(17. 

William 

Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

April, 

J77  2. 

William 

Higgs. 

London. 

April, 

1 7  73  • 

William 

Higgs. 

Essex. 

J  une, 

1785- 

William 

Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Nov., 

1 7^5- 

William 

Higgs. 

Service  Berks. 

May, 

179I- 

William 

Higgs. 

Middlesex. 

Reference. 

Rockingham  451. 
Fountain  218. 
Pett  133. 

Bellas  495. 
Admon. 

Admon. 

I)c  non  mon  Oct., 
1669. 

Lawe  90. 

Skinner  30. 
Russell  45. 

Tursse  35. 

Ad.  hr  and  65. 

Grey  25. 

Ruthven  497. 
Wotton  244. 
Admon. 

Admon. 

Marlborough  138. 
Bolton  24f>. 
Admon. 

Edmunds  119. 
Admon. 

Lisle  219. 

Admon. 

Admon. 

Admon. 

Admon. 

Legard  53. 
Taverner  134. 
Stevens  ihi 
Admon. 

Admon. 

Admon. 
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CHAPTER  XX 


The  Higgs  Family  of  the  Bermudas  Islands,  and  later  of 
Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island 

Lying  in  the  Atlantic  between  the  parallels  of  320  and  330  N.  latitude,  and  about 
(>oo  miles  from  the  coast  of  the  United  States  of  America,  are  a  group  of  islands — some 
360  in  number — of  coral  formation,  of  which  about  twenty  are  inhabited.  Most  of  the 
land  area  fit  for  cultivation  is  in  the  five  islands  of  Hamilton  (or  Bermuda),  1  ]  miles 
long,  St.  George,  St.  David,  Somerset  and  Ireland. 

Ihis  group  of  islands  were  colonized  by  the  British  in  1612,  and  at  first  were  called 
Somers  Islands  after  Sir  George  Somers,  an  Elizabethan  Seaman  and  Adventurer,  who 
was  born  at  Lyme  Regis,  Dorsetshire,  in  1554,  and  who,  in  1609,  became  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  Virginia  Company.  It  was  on  his  voyage  out  to  that  Colony,  in  that 
year,  he  was  shipwrecked  on  the  Bermudas.  He  and  his  company,  however,  escaped 
to  \  irginia,  having  built  small  vessels,  and  he  died  the  following  year. 

from  the  first  colonization  of  the  Bermudas  a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  has  been 
closely  connected  with  the  commercial,  political  and  religious  life  in  these  islands^iiefly 
in  connection  with  the  island  of  St.  George.  In  fact,  it  is  stated,  that  more  than  one 
branch  made  their  home  in  these  islands — there  being  some  of  the  name  among  the 
Biitish  tioops  in  the  earliest  records  when  the  British  took  possession  in  1612,  some  of 
whose  descendants  may  still  reside  here,  or  they  may  have  become  the  ancestors  of 
Higgses  in  the  United  States  of  America.  1  he  family  of  Higgs,  whose  particular  history 
is  given  in  connection  with  the  island  of  St.  George,  claim  that  their  ancestors  were  not 
closely  related  to  those  Higgses  whose  names  are  recorded  as  being  among  the  troops 
in  1612. 

The  most  outstanding  character  in  this  particular  family,  resident  at  St.  George’s 
Island,  was  Richard  Minors  Higgs,  a  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Dorothy  Higgs,  and  a 
grandson  of  Samuel  Higgs,  also  of  St.  George,  by  Reijecca  his  wife.  He  was  born 
25  November,  1786,  and  became  a  great  power  for  good  in  the  island.  The  name  of  his 
father  (baptized  9  April,  1758)  "Jeremiah  ’’  is  significant,  for  in  studying  the  contents 
of  this  work,  upon  the  history  of  the  Higgses  in  general,  it  will  be  found  that  only  thrice 
does  this  baptismal  name  otherwise  appear — namely  in  the  Will  recorded  of  one  J  eremiah 
Higgs  ol  H.M.S.  "  l'orrington  ”,  proven  in  1744,  by  Joseph  Carter  of  “  Allfree  Stoke  ” 
(Alverstoke)  near  Gosport,  his  "  much  esteemed  friend  ”  and  sole  exor.  (no  relatives 
mentioned)  (P.C.C.  "  Seymer  ”,  fo.  15)  ;  in  1754,  when  one  Jeremiah  was  baptized  at 
South  Stoke,  Oxon,  the  son  of  1  homas  and  Ann  Higgs  of  that  place,  who  also  died 
there  in  1766,  when  but  12  years  of  age  ;  and  at  C-olesh ill  in  the  county  of  Berks,  when 
one  Jeremiah  Higgs  married  Ann  Allen  in  1795.  The  baptismal  name  of  “  Samuel  ”, 
borne  by  the  grandfather  of  Richard  Minors  Higgs,  is  likewise  not  frequently  found, 
but  was  in  use  by  the  Higgses  of  South  Stoke  and  also  by  those  dwelling  at  Cheltenham 
in  Gloucestershire.  Why  he  was  given  the  name  of  “  Minors  ”  has  not  come  to  light. 
It  may  be  that  Jeremiah  Higgs  married  a  Dorothy  Minors.  This  is  the  name  of  a 
veiy  old  Herefordshire  family  living  at  Treago  in  that  county,  and  whose  estates  are 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BERMUDA  AND  FRINGE  EDWARD  ISLAND  403 

stated  to  have  been  in  the  family  since  the  time  of  the  Conquest  ;  t lie  name  of  Mynors 
or  Miners  (de  Minkriis)  is  to  be  found  upon  the  so-called  ‘  Roll  of  Battle  Abbey  ’. 

It  will  be  noted  that  a.  Jeremiah  Higgs,  “  A  mariner,  a  vestryman,  a  juryman  and 
a  ficeholdei  is  so  recorded  at  St.  George’s  Island  in  17(H),  marrying  on  the  18  September 
o^l  that  yeai  Rimh  Marti. ock,  a  widow,  lie  was,  probably,  the  great-grandfather  of 
Richard  Minors  Higgs  and  Ruin  Marti. ock  was  his  second  wile. 


Richard  Minors  Ilioos,  Lso.,  MX  .1’.,  of  St.  Gicorof's,  Bfkmuda,  1780  1S31. 

(From  an  oil  portrait.) 


Rich  ard  Minors  Higgs  carried  on  a  large  shipping  business  at  St.  George’s 
Island.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  character  and  line  personality  ;  brought  up  in  the 
Anglican  Church,  but  being  a  man  of  force,  and  accustomed  to  think  for  himself,  he 
would  not  submit  to  the  arrogance  of  the  Bishop  of  his  day,  and  so  broke  away  from  his 
Mother  (  liurch,  and  became  a  leader  in  Methodism.  One  history  describes  him  as  “  the 
Jalher  oj  Methodism  in  the  West  Indies  ”.  His  business  took  him  quite  frequently  over 
to  New  York,  a  distance  of  about  boo  miles,  and  when  there  on  a  Sunday  he  would 
preach  in  what  is  known  as  the  “  Old  John  Street  Mission  ”,  and  in  this  same  Mission 
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Church  John  Wesley  preached  when  he  visited  New  York  City.  It  is  stated  that  the 
culmination  of  his  break  with  the  Anglican  Church  was  when  a  Presbyterian  minister 
was  ordered  arrested,  and  put  into  prison,  by  the  Governor  and  the  Bishop  of  the  day, 
because  he  dared  to  preach  to  the  slaves  (the  negro  popi  lation  of  the  Bermudas,  who 
comprised  about  two-thirds  of  the  inhabitants).  This  was  more  than  Richard  Minors 
Higgs  could  stand,  and  so  he  turned  Methodist,  and  became  a  power  in  building  up  this 
church,  preaching  to  the  slaves  himself,  and  to  others  who  Hocked  to  hear  the  message  he 
had  to  give.  He  was  indeed  typical  of  many  Higgses  recorded  within  the  pages  of  this 
work  ! 

Richard  Minors  Higgs  married  a  Miss  Rankin  of  St.  George’s  Island,  and  by  her 
had  four  sons  and  two  daughters  as  follows  : 

1.  Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs,  born  1820  (of  whom  later). 

2.  Thomas  Higgs. 

3.  Richard  Higgs. 

4.  I)r.  Henry  Higgs,  who  married  and  became  the  father  of  C.  Stanley  Higgs  of 

Bermuda. 

(1)  Maria,  who  became  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Robert  Duncan. 

(2)  Arabella. 

Richard  Minors  Higgs,  the  father  of  the  above  family,  died  on  2  September,  1851, 
and  was  buried  at  St.  George’s.  Not' only  had  he  been  stalwart  in  the  cause  of  religious 
life  in  his  community,  but  he  had  also  taken  a  prominent  part  in  political  life,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  thirty-eight  was  elected  a  Member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  in  Bermuda 
in  the  year  1824. 

From  ‘  Methodism  in  Eastern  British  America  ’,  by  T.  W.  Smith  (p.  478),  is  gathered 
the  following  interesting  record  of  the  life  of  Richard  Minors  Higgs,  M.C.P.  : 

“  The  most  prominent  member  of  this  little  society  was  probably  John  Darell  ; 
but  another,  through  his  talents,  public  position,  and  longer  life,  became  the  represen¬ 
tative  man  of  Methodism  in  Bermuda.  This  was  Richard  M.  Higgs,  Esquire.  For 
many  years  he  devoted  his  superior  abilities  and  energies  to  the  promotion  of  the  cause 
of  Christ.  During  that  period,  no  man  had  more  to  do  with  the  maintenance  of  the 
spiritual  and  financial  interests  of  the  Church  in  his  native  islands,  than  he.  Inflexibly 
linn  as  a  Methodist,  and  therefore  the  friend  of  all,  and  the  enemy  of  none,  lie  knew 
nothing  of  that  foolish  deference  which  has  too  often  been  paid  in  Bermuda  to  the  self- 
asserted  claims  of  the  clerical  representatives  of  a  dominant  Church.  On  the  contrary, 
he  wisely  judged  that  the  day  had  not  passed  when,  for  the  defence  and  confirmation 
of  the  Gospel  the  independent  course  pursued  by  Paul  towards  the  arbitrary  magistrates 
of  Philippi  might  not  be  followed  with  safety.  In  the  light  of  a  recent  decision  of  the 
English  Brivy  Council,  respecting  ecclesiastical  titles,  one  instance  illustrative  of  Mr. 
Higgs’s  independence  will  be  of  interest.  As  a  collector  for  the  funds  of  the  British 
and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  he  called  soon  after  the  formation  of  a  branch  of  that  Society 
in  Bermuda,  among  others,  upon  the  Methodist  Minister,  whose  contribution  was  duly 
credited  upon  the  list  to  the  Rev.  Wm.  Sutcliffe.  Soon  after,  he  called  upon  an  Epis¬ 
copal  Chaplain  in  the  army,  or  navy.  Mr.  Higgs,  as  the  latter  placed  his  own  name 
upon  the  paper,  garnished  with  the  usual  ministerial  prefix,  saw  him  glance  over  the  list, 
and  draw  his  pen  through  a  word.  On  receiving  the  list,  he  found  that  the  chaplain 
had  attempted  to  erase  the  title  allowed  by  courtesy  to  the  Methodist  Minister,  baking 
the  pen,  he  immediately  drew  it  through  the  similar  title  which  the  chaplain  had  prefixed 
to  his  own  name.  The  latter,  highly  incensed,  carried  his  complaint  to  the  Governor, 
who  desired  Mr.  Higgs  to  wait  upon  him.  At  the  time  appointed,  he  presented  himself 
before  his  Excellency,  with  whom  he  found  the  chaplain,  and  several  of  his  friends,  lhe 
Governor  stated  the  chaplain’s  grievance.  Mr.  Higgs,  in  reply,  courteously  informed 
his  Excellency  that  he  considered  the  matter  to  be  beyond  his  jurisdiction,  and  referred 
the  party  aggrieved  to  the  civil  law.  At  the  same  time  he  informed  the  parties  present 
that  the  civil  law  could  do  nothing  in  the  case.  ‘  The  title  “  Reverend  ”,  he  observed,  ‘  is 
but  one  of  courtesy.  You  regard  the  Episcopal  clergyman  as  your  minister,  and  speak 
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of  him  in  a  certain  style  ;  I  regard  Mr.  Sutcliffe  as  my  minister,  and  speak  of  him  in 
the  same  way.’  Ihe  determined  Methodist  soon  after  left  Government  House  having 
given  small  satisfaction  to  the  aggrieved  chaplain. 

“In  1824  Mr.  Higgs  was  elected  one  of  the  representatives  for  the  parish  of  St. 
George  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  That  position  he  continued  to  hold  for  many  years, 
during  which  he  was  the  well-known  advocate  of  every  liberal  measure  for  the  public 
good. 

t  owards  the  close  of  life  some  differences  of  opinion  between  himself  and  some 
other  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  at  St.  George’s  led  him  for  a  time  to  attend  the 
services  of  the  Church,  from  which  in  early  life  he  had  withdrawn  ;  but  failing  to  find  in 
these  the  assistance  he  needed,  he  returned  to  those  of  the  Church  of  his  adoption.  He 
died  September,  1851.” 

It  would  appear  highly  probable  that  whereas  Richard  Minors  Higgs  married  one 
of  the  Rankin  family  of  St.  George’s,  one  of  his  sisters  likewise  married  into  the 
same  family,  for  in  the  London  ‘  d  imes  '  newspaper  of  21  April,  1900,  there  appeared 
the  following  advertisement  : 

Richard  Higgs  Rankin,  who  left  Bermuda  many  years  ago  for  the  United  States, 
where  he  worked  in  Collin’s  Shipyard,  and  who  in  1852  went  to  Australia,  and  was  last 
heard  from  when  in  Auckland,  New  Zealand,  in  1871,  is  requested  to  communicate 
forthwith,  with  the  undersigned,  in  order  that  he  may  receive  his  share  of  his  father’s 
estate.  The  above-named  person  was  at  Port  Jackson,  N.S.W.  and  Port  Denison, 
Queensland  in  18(14.  Information  is  required  whether  the  above  named  Richard 
Higgs  Rankin  is  living,  and  if  living  of  his  present  address,  and  if  dead  of  the  date  and 
place  of  his  death,  and  whether  lie  left  descendants  who  are  now  living,  and  if  so,  of  their 
names  and  addresses. 

Information  to  be  sent  to  the  undersigned  : 

“  Samuel  Crofts  Rankin, 

“  John  Cox  Rankin, 

“  Executors  of  the  Will  of 

George  Robert  Rankin,  deceased. 

“  St.  George’s,  Bermuda,  17  January,  1900.” 

It  may  be  that  George  Robert  Rankin  was  the  father,  or  the  brother,  of  the  wife 
of  Richard  Minors  Higgs. 

THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  CHARLOTTETOWN,  P.E.I. 

Oft  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia  lies  the  island  known  by  the  name  of  Prince  Edward, 
which  has  become  renowned  the  world  over  from  its  silver  fox-breeding  industry. 

Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs  emigrated  from  the 
Islands  of  Bermudas,  where  he  had  been  born  in  1820,  on  St.  George's  Island,  and  settled 
at  Charlottetown,  Prince  Edward  Island. 

Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs,  who  was  born  6  June,  1820,  succeeded  to  his  father’s 
business,  and  continued  to  carry  on  this  shipping  concern  until  he  emigrated  to 
Prince  Edward  Island,  and  took  up  his  residence  at  Charlottetown.  Like  his  father  he 
represented  St.  George’s  in  the  Colonial  Parliament.  He  married  twice  ;  first  to  a  Miss 
Outerbridge  of  St.  George’s,  Bermuda,  by  whom  he  had  two  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Richard  Higgs. 

2.  Robert  C.  Higgs. 

(1)  Mary. 

(2)  Eliza,  who  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  C.  Aubel. 

After  the  decease  of  his  lirst  wife  he  married  secondly  Amelia  Arabella,  sixth 
daughter  of  JosEi'H  Darby  of  Halifax,  by  Mary  Stevens,  his  wile.  She  had  been 
born  at  Sable  Island,  on  5  July,  1853,  and  long  survived  her  husband  (who  was  buried 
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at  Charlottetown,  P .E.I.),  by  whom  she  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  She  passed 
away  2  April,  1922,  at  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  was  buried  there. 

1  he  four  sons  and  three  daughters  of  Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs  by  his  second  wife 
Amelia  Arabella  Darby  are  as  follows  : 

1.  Benjamin  Darby  Higgs,  born  17  November,  1866. 

2.  Frederick  Fisiienden  Higgs,  J.P.,  of  Albert  Head,  Victoria,  British  Columbia  (of 

whom  later). 


Benjamin  Wilson  Hicg 


s,  Esq.,  M.C.P.(Bkkmuda),  ok  Charlottetown, 
Edward  Island,  born  i8jo. 


Prince: 


3- 


Edmund  Tucker  Higgs,  M.P.P.  '  Born  at  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  24  November, 
J^73.  he  was  educated  at  the  Cliai lottetown  Public  Schools  and  Charlottetown 
Business  College.  In  1899  he  entered  the  wholesale  grocery  and  shipping  office 
ol  Horace  Haszakd  as  a  junior  clerk.  He  became  chief  clerk  in  1892,  and  in 
1913  he  started  business  on  his  own  as  a  fire  and  marine  insurance  agent.  In 
1892,  taking  a  keen  interest  in  sports,  he  became  President  of  the  Victoria  Hockey 
Club.  In  1898-1899  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Charlottetown  Board  of  Trade. 
J -ike  his  antecedents  he  took  an  active  interest  in  church  work,  and  from  1895-94 
was  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the  Methodist  Sunday  School  in  Charlottetown  ;  he 
was  also  for  two  years  Superintendent  of  the  Kensington  Hall  Mission  and  for 
live  years  of  the  Methodist  Sunday  School.  He  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  of  his  native  town,  and  has  served  for  several  terms  upon 
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Humphrey  Lathkkn  Higgs. 
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its  board  of  directors.  He  became  President  of  the  Charlottetown  Board  of  Trade 
m  1911,  and  President  of  the  Maritime  Board  of  Irade  from  1913— 15. 

Edmund  1  ucker  Higgs  was  made  honorary  life  member  of  the  Council  of  the 
Charlottetown  Board  of  Trade.  He  was  elected  as  a  Member  of  the  Legislature 
for  Prince  Edward  Island  in  1919.  He  is  a  past  master  of  the  A.F.  and  A.M.  in 
Charlottetown  ;  a  member  of  the  executive  of  the  Navy  League  of  Canada  in 
*921  (P  ILI.  Division)  ;  of  the  Sons  of  England,  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
horesters.  He  married  Miss  Anne  Irving,  by  whom  he  has  had  no  family. 
Edmund  I  ucker  Higgs  is  President  and  Manager  of  Higgs  A  Co.,  Ltd.,  General 


Edmund  Tucker  Higgs,  Esq.,  M.P.P.  / 

He  represented  Charlottetown  in  the  ICE. I.  Legislative 
Assembly,  being  elected  in  1919. 

Agents,  Charlottetown,  and  is  Vice-President  of  Goff  Bros.,  Ltd.  He  is  the  only 
remaining  member  of  his  family  in  Charlottetown,  ICE. I. 

4.  Humphrey  Lathern  Higgs,  born  7  March,  187 7,  is  the  fourth  son  of  Benjamin 
Wilson  Higgs  by  his  second  wife,  Amelia  Arabella  Darby.  He  studied 
chemistry  and  iounded  a  chemist’s  business  at  Wetaskiwin,  Alberta,  and  whilst 
there  married  Ellen  Sinclair  of  that  place  29  October,  1906,  daughter  of  James 
Ckoziek  and  Rachel  Hunter  Sinclair  of  Belfast,  Ireland.  From  Wetaskiwin 
he  moved  to  Vernon,  British  Columbia.  Later  he  sold  his  business  in  Vernon  and 
then  returned  to  Alberta,  where  he  purchased  a  chemist's  business  at  Cardston, 
;md  likewise  another  at  Waterton  Lake,  making  his  home  in  the  former  place. 
By  his  wife  Ellen  Sinclair  he  has  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  namely  : 

1.  Benjamin  Higgs  (the  younger  of  the  two  children).  At  high  school  in  1930. 

(1)  Helen  (Higgs),  B.A.Sc.  of  the  Edmonton  University. 
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The  three  daughters  ol  Bknjamin  Wilson  Higgs  and  Amelia  Arabella  Darby, 
his  wife,  are  : 

(1)  Catherine  Davis  (Higgs),  born  17  October,  1869  ;  she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  T.  J. 

Farquahson,  and  they  settled  with  their  family  in  Seattle,  U.S.A. 

(2)  Amelia  Alice  (Higgs),  born  27  September,  1871  ;  she  married  a  Mr.  R.  C.  Goff 

and  settled  in  Seattle,  U.S.A. 

(3)  Annie  Dawson  (Higgs),  born  21  March,  1881  ;  she  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  H. 

Stanford  of  Halifax,  Nova  Scotia. 


Frederick  Fisiiendkn  Higgs,  Ksq.,  J.P.  (for  British  Columbia),  of 

Albert  Head,  Victoria,  B.C. 

Returning  to  Frederick  Eishenden  Higgs,  J.P.,  of  Albert  Head,  Victoria,  British 
Columbia,  the  second  son  of  Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs  of  Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  by 
Amelia  Arabella  Darby,  his  second  wife.  He  was  born  at  Charlottetown  10  October, 
1867.  (It  is  he  who  is  referred  to  in  Chapter  X  of  this  work  as  stopping  the  compiler 
of  this  book  one  day  upon  Fort  Street,  Victoria,  and  asking  if  his  name  was  Higgs,  as 
he  bore  “  so  strong  a  resemblance  to  his  father,  Benjamin  Wilson  Higgs  ".)  Frederick 
Eishenden  Higgs  settled  in  C  algary,  Alberta,  where  he  became  the  head  of  a  large 
business  under  the  name  of  The  Calgary  Furnishing  Company.  On  10  April,  1902,  he 
married  Alice  Maud,  daughter  of  the  Hon.  W.  H.  Cusiiing,  of  Calgary,  by  whom  he  has 
the  following  family  of  two  sons  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  William  Darby  Higgs,  M.l).,  horn  at  Calgary  1  June,  1903.  He  studied  medicine 
at  the  Toronto  University  and  is  a  graduate  of  that  University.  He  married 
Nora  Stan  eland  of  Victoria,  British  Columbia,  and  returned  to  his  native  place 
to  practise  as  a  doctor,  later  settling  on  Vancouver  Island,  B.C. 
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i.  Hurt  Cushin,g  Higgs,  born  9  December,  1910. 

(1)  Nora  Louise  (Higgs),  B.A.Sc.,  born  at  Calgary  9  September,  1904.  She  is  a 

graduate  of  the  Vancouver  University,  a  registered  nurse,  and  is  upon  the  staff 
of  the  Vancouver  General  Hospital. 

(2)  Elizabeth  Cushing  (Higgs),  born  at  Calgary  12  January,  1906.  She,  like  her  elder 

sister,  is  a  registered  nurse,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Royal  Jubilee  Hospital 
Victoria,  B.C. 

(3)  Mary  Darby  (Higgs),  the  third  daughter,  also  born  in  Calgary  Alberta  2  Julv 

1907.  ^  ’ 

(4)  Margaret  Cushing  (Higgs),  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  at  Victoria, 

British  Columbia,  1  March,  1918. 


Among  list  of  Lreeholders  in  the  Bermudas  in  1759  are  mentioned  : 

Samuel  Higgs,  Sr. 

(apt.  Wm.  Higgs,  Vestryman,  1759. 

Mr.  Jeremiah  Higgs,  Vestryman,  1760. 

Mrs.  Benj.  Higgs,  widow. 

Jeremiah  Higgs,  Mariner  was  a  juryman,  1760. 

Makth.  Higgs. 

Same.  Higgs,  Mariner  was  a  juryman  in  1760. 

Miss  Martha  Higgs,  Freeholder,  1798. 

Elizabeth  Higgs,  Freeholder. 

Jno.  Higgs,  Freeholder,  1760. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE 


MEMORIALS  OF 

l()I9-lb22. 


THE  BERMUDAS’  BY  LEFROY. 


1  no.  Higgs  (iiinner  of  the  Towne  and  Warwieke  fforts — 50'  of  Tobacco  yearly  by 
the  C.ovemor  N  Come. 

William  Higgs.  One  of  four  Sawyers  who  wrought  continually  for  the  use  of  the 
carriages  for  the  ordinance  plat  formes  and  the  like  occasions  about  publicke  boats  N 
were  paid  by  the  (jovernor  upon  his  private  expenses  according  to  their  yearly  Earnings. 

i()2b.  General  levie  in  Tobacco-anamends  for  losses. 

lo  1 110MAS  Higgs  to  relieve  himself  A  family  100  lbs. 

1(128.  Recommended  into  the  Marshall's  place.  Thomas  Higgs  was  unable  to 
serve  in  that  place. 

ibjp.  I  o  1 110MAS  Higgs  as  a  gratuitie  for  him  and  for  his  family — 100  lbs.  tobacco. 

1(129.  Presentments.  Assizes  March  ib  ~t',. 

30 

1 110MAS  Higgs  presented  tor  deferring  the  baptising  of  his  child  beyond  the  accus¬ 
tomed  time.  And  his  wife  lor  not  coming  to  the  communion.  But  in  that  they  were 
not  warned  they  are  deferred  until  the  next  Assizes 

ibhj.  Miles  Higgs  held  of  the  Company  19  shares  about  25  acres  of  land  at  St. 
David’s  Island. 


RECORDS  OF  BIRTHS,  MARRIAGES  AND  DEATHS  IN  BERMUDA. 

K,77. 


A  Resolution  was  passed  by  the  Governor  and  Council  on  the  4th  of  January,  1677, 
that  all  readers  and  clergymen  should  keep  records  of  Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths 
for  each  Parish,  of  which  they  were  required  to  deposit  certified  copies  with  the  Secretary 
at  the  end  of  each  year. 

1  here  is  some  reason  to  think  that  these  valuable  documents  were  regularly  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  Company  in  London,  particularly  as  no  vestige  of  them  can  now  be  found 
in  the  (  olony,  and  as  this  course  was  always  pursued  with  papers  of  consequence 
Extract  from  ‘  Williams’  History  of  Bermuda  ’. 


(Published  1848). 


- 


.  n-  *<»'! 

/!>*> 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  BERMUDA  AND  PRINCE  EDWARD  ISLAND 


4ii 


EXTRACTS  FROM  REGISTER  KEPT  IN  ST.  GEORGE'S  PARISH  IN  THE  ISI  \NDS 
OF  BERMUDA,  KEPT  BY  REV.  ALEXANDER  RICHARDSON,  RECTOR. 

1 755-I772-  1778  1802. 


Baptisms,  Marriages  and  Deaths. 

Marriages  : 

1 750-  Spicer,  (Cornelius)  Batchelor,  and  Sarah  Higgs,  widow,  both  of  St. 

George's  were  married  by  Banns  July  30  per  me,  Alexander  Richardson, 
Rector. 

*I759-  (U  Richard  Minors,  Batchelor  and  Ann  Land,  Spinster,  both  of  St.  George’s 
were  married  by  Lyeense,  Sept.  5th. 

i/(>o.  Alexander  Campbel,  Batchelor  and  Sarah  Higgs,  widow,  were  married 
by  Banns,  Feby  29th. 

1760.  James  Briggs,  Bat.  and  Eleanor  Higgs,  spinster,  married  by  lyeense, 
June  1st,  1760. 

1760.  Samuel  Higgs,  Bat.  and  Elizabeth  Smith,  spinster,  married  by  Lyeense, 
Aug.  17th,  17(H). 

1760.  Jeremiah  Higgs,  widower  and  Ruth  Martlock,  widow,  both  of  St.  George’s 
married  by  Banns,  per  me,  A.  R.,  Sept.  18,  iSbo. 

1702.  Benjamin  Minors,  Bat.  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  Spinster,  both  of  St.  George’s 
married  by  Lyeense,  Jany  23rd,  I7<>2. 

176U  William  Higgs,  Bat.  and  Elizabeth  Smith,  Spinster,  both  of  St.  George’s 
married  by  Lyeense. 

i7<)(>.  Daniel  Gibbons,  Bat.  and  Mary  Higgs,  Spinster  both  of  St.  George’s 
married  by  Lyeense  Sept.  28th 

17(7.  (2)  Richard  Minors,  widower  and  Elizabeth  Askew,  widow,  both  of  St. 

George’s  married  by  Lyeense  Aug.  15th. 

1779-  I homas  Lewis  and  J  ane  Higgs  married  by  Lyeense  March  (>,  1777 
17K2.  (3)  Richard  Minors,  Widower  and  Mary  Higgs,  Spinster,  both  of  St. 
George’s,  married  by  Lyeense,  Sept.  7th. 

1783.  John  Olleky,  But.  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  Spinster,  both  of  St.  George’s 
married  by  Lyeense,  April  3,  1783. 

1783.  John  Mathews  (Frenchman)  Bat.  and  Martha  Higgs,  widow,  married  by 

Lyeense  July  27,  1783. 

1784.  Thomas  Furlong,  widower  and  Martha  Higgs,  Spinster,  both  of  St. 

George’s  by  Lyeense  Feby  n,  1784. 

1784.  Joseph  Fox,  Bat.  and  Ruth  Higgs,  Spinster,  both  of  St.  George’s,  married 
by  Lyeense  Aug.  28th,  1784. 

I7^7-  John  Higgs,  Bat.  and  Laura  Westcott,  married  by  Banns,  May  11,  1787. 
1792-  James  Bukchal,  Bat.  and  Catharine  Higgs,  Spinster,  both  of  St.  George’s 
by  Lyeense  Jan.  2,  1792. 

1704.  1  homas  Lamb,  Bat.  ami  Mary  Higgs,  Spinster,  married  by  Lyeense,  Dec. 

30th. 

1801.  Benjamin  Westcott  and  Marianne  Higgs,  Married  by  Lyeense  August 
27th,  1801. 


Baptisms  : 

i75«- 

1758. 

^84. 

1786. 

1787. 

1787. 

1789. 

1740. 

1792. 


Jeremiah,  son  of  Samuel  and  Rebecca  Higgs,  bapt.  April  4th. 

William,  son  of  William  and  Mary  Higgs,  bapt.  July  30th. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Higgs’s  child  bapt.  Dee.  14,  1784. 

Samuel,  son  of  Andrew  Fox  and  Frances  Higgs,  bapt.  June  18,  178b. 
Richard  Minors,  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Dorothy  Higgs,  bapt.  Feb.  25th, 

1 787- 

Marianne,  daughter  of  John  and  Laura  Higgs,  bapt.  Nov.  13th,  1787. 
Sarah,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Fox  and  Mary  Higgs,  bapt.  July  (>,  178(1. 
Joseph,  Son  of  John  and  Laura  Higgs,  bapt.  May  15,  171)0. 

John,  Son  of  John  and  Laura  Higgs,  bapt.  Sept.  i(>,  1742. 


*  The  reason  the  three  marriages  of  Rk  iiaki)  Mixons  is  mentioned  here  is  Because  the  third  time  he  married 
Many  Hums. 
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1794.  Samuel  Bukchal,  son  of  Jonathan  Fox  and  Elizabeth  Higgs  bapt. 
Nov.  2Qtll . 

1799.  Mary,  Daughter  of  Robert  Burchal  and  Susanna  Higgs,  bapt.  Jan.  8th 
1799. 

Burials  : 

1757.  Mr.  Samuel  Higgs,  Jr.,  buried  Sept.  22,  1757. 

1707.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Higgs'  child  buried  June  13,  1767. 

1771.  Mrs.  Sarah  Higgs  buried  April  10,  1771. 

1771.  Mr.  Samuel  Higgs  buried  May  25,  1771 

1772.  Capt.  Wm.  Higgs  (Sen.)  buried  Dec. -9,  1772. 

From  Dec.  31,  1772  Parson  Richardson  resigned  his  Rectory  at  St.  George’s  and 
was  Rector  of  the  English  Church  at  St.  Eustatia  for  5  years.  No  Records  kept  in 
Bermuda  during  his  absence  1773-Feb.  28th,  1778. 

1778.  Mr.  Joseph  Higgs,  St.  George’s  buried  Dec.  28th,  1778. 

1779.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Higgs,  St.  George’s  Widow,  buried  Feb.  28th,  1779. 

1779.  Mrs.  Sarah  Higgs,  Widow,  St.  George’s  buried  May  16th. 

1779.  Mr.  William  Higgs  St.  George's  buried  Oct.  24th. 

1779.  Mrs.  William  Higgs,  Widow,  St.  George's  buried  Dec.  7th. 

1781.  Mrs.  Mary  Higgs,  Widow  St.  George’s  buried  April  6th,  1781. 

1782.  Mr.  John  Higgs  (Batch)  son  of  Wm.  buried  July  17th,  1782. 

1784.  Mr.  Robert  Higgs,  St.  George’s  buried  May  25th,  1784. 

1786.  Mrs.  Ruth  Higgs,  Widow,  buried  Oct.  23,  1786. 

1789.  Frances  Higgs,  Spinster,  buried  Aug.  29th. 

1794.  John  Higgs,  buried  Aug.  28th,  1794. 

1797.  Elizabeth  Higgs,  buried  June  7th,  1797. 


■i  f  :  '  •  -  '  t. 


t  >  .  <  ■  -  1  , ;  •  . 

3.  H  If 


CHAPTER  XXI 


The  Higgs  Family  of  the  United  States  of  America* 

By  Miss  Mattie  A.  Higgs,  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  with  notes  by  IV.  Miller  Higgs. 

Just  after  the  great  Civil  War  in  England  one  John  Higgs  sailed  from  Bristol  in 
Gloucestershire,  and  took  up  land  in  Surrey  County,  Virginia.  This  was  in  or  about  the 
year  1650,  at  a  time  when  many  of  the  old  families  of  England,  worn  and  tried  through 
years  of  religious  persecution  and  civil  strife,  left  the  Motherland  to  make  their  homes  in 
the  “  Dominions  beyond  the  seas  ”,  and  in  considerable  numbers  settled  in  the  Southern 
States. 

hollowing  the  iirst  permanent  settlement  made  by  the  English  at  Jamestown,  in 
Virginia,  in  1607,  and  some  thirty  years  before  the  time  when  John  Higgs  arrived  in 
Surrey  County,  Virginia,  this  emigration  had  continued,  and  in  1620  the  Plymouth  Colony 
was  founded  in  Massachusetts. 

These  Plymouth  colonists  are  to  be  distinguished  from  those  known  as  the  “  Puritans  ” 
— a  body  of  non-separatist  religious  reformers  from  England,  who  in  1629-30  founded 
and  settled  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.  The  two  colonies  became  united  in  1691 
under  the  name  of  “  Massachusetts.” 

Among  the  emigrants  to  Massachusetts  Bay  in  the  year  1638  was  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Wilder  of  Shiplake  in  Oxfordshire,  whose  family,  as  will  have  been  noted  in 
the  earlier  chapters  of  this  work,  had  intermarried  with  the  Higgs  families  of  Berkshire 
and  of  Oxfordshire.  She,  Martha  by  name,  sailed  in  the  ship  “  Confidence  ”  from 
Southampton,  in  company  with  at  least  two  of  her  sons — Thomas,  who  was  born  at 
Shiplake  in  1618,  and  Edward,  who  was  also  born  there  in  1623 — -and  a  daughter 
Elizabeth,  born  at  Shiplake  in  1621.  They  made  their  home  at  Charlestown,  Mass., 
Thomas  marrying  Anne  Eames  in  1640,  whilst  his  brother  Edward  married  Elizabeth 
Eames,  and  the  daughter  Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  one  Thomas  Ensign.  Thomas 
Wilder,  later  moved  to  Lancaster,  Mass.,  and  died  there  in  1667  (23  October).  Edward 
died  in  1690.  Their  mother  Martha  had  been  laid  to  rest  at  Kingham,  Mass.,  20  April, 
1652.  A  very  interesting  history  of  the  descendants  of  Thomas  Wilder  of  Shiplake, 
Oxfordshire,  England  (by  Martha,  his  wife,  and  the  emigrant  widow),  was  written  by 
the  Rev.  Moses  H.  Wilder  in  1878,  when  the  known  descendants  of  this  family  in  the 
United  States  in  the  year  1875  numbered  no  less  than  5113. 

Edmund  Plowden,  styled  in  his  will  as  Sir  Edmund  Plowden,  and  Lord  Earl 
Palatine,  son  of  Francis  Plowden  of  Shiplake  Court  in  Oxfordshire,  was  Governor  and 
Captain-General  of  the  Province  of  New  Albion  in  America,  and  in  this  fact  may  be  found 
the  reason  for  Martha  Wilder’s  emigration  to  Massachusetts.  Francis  Plowden 
died  at  Shiplake  in  1652.  His  aunt  Anne  Plowden  married  Thomas  Higges  of  Halford, 
Shropshire,  who  was  undoubtedly  related  to  the  Higgs  family  of  Berkshire,  Oxfordshire 
and  Gloucestershire,  whilst  Eleanor  Wilder,  daughter  of  John  Wilder  of  Nunhide, 
in  Sulham,  Berkshire,  the  probable  aunt  of  Thomas  Wilder  of  Shiplake,  Oxon,  married 
John  Higgs  of  Sulhampstead  Bannister,  Co.  Berks,  whose  will  is  dated  December,  1596, 
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and  was  proved  3  March,  1598-9,  in  the  Archdeaconry  Court  of  Berkshire  (Ref.  }.  1 353). 
He  was  in  all  probability  one  of  the  large  family  of  sons  and  daughters  born  to 
Nicholas  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  Mary,  daughter  and  codieir  of  Griffith 
Barton,  his  wife,  whose  marriage  took  place  at  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South  Stoke,  in 
J55N  Nicholas  Higgs  was  of  the  old  Gloucestershire  family,  and  there  is  every  proba¬ 
bility  that  John  Higgs,  who  emigrated  and  took  up  land  in  Surrey  County,  Virginia,  in 
1650,  was  his  grandson.  Certain  it  is  that  the  kinsfolk  of  Nicholas  Higgs  (who  had 
settled  in  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  from  Weobley,  County  Hereford,  to  which  place  he  had 
settled  from  near  Gloucester),  namely  descendants  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Colesbourne, 

near  (  heltenham,  and  the  city  of  Gloucester,  emigrated  to  Maryland  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  MARYLAND. 

llie  following  wills  of  the  Higgs  families  of  Maryland  are  preserved  at  Annapolis  : 
1(193-  Hknry  Higgs  of  Cecil  County. 

iGgh.  V  arnlr  S cd all  of  Talbot  County,  who  left  property  to  Clement  Higgs,  son 
of  Christopher  Higgs. 

1723.  Christopher  Higgs  of  Talbot  County. 

I745-  I  homas  Higgs  of  Talbot  County. 

1747.  Aaron  Higgs,  son  of  Christopher,  Talbot  County. 


It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  earliest  is  that  of  one  Henry  Higgs.  The  baptismal 
name  of  Henry  is  by  no  means  a  common  one  in  the  family  at  this,  and  earlier  periods, 
and  upon  referring  to  the  account  of  the  Higgs  family  of  Gloucestershire,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  Royal  descent  of  one  Henry  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire,  is  given 
thiough  his  mother,  the  Hon.  Jane:  Sandys,  from  Edward  III.  The  subsequent  history 
ot  that  Henry  Higgs  is  lost  sight  of,  and  he  may  have  been  among  those  of  his  family 
who  emigrated  to  America  after  the  Civil  War  in  England,  and  this  very  Henry  who 
took  np  a  plantation  in  C  ecil  County,  Maryland,  which  he  devised  upon  his  decease  in 
1693  to  his  wife  and  daughter— who  at  that  time  was  under  sixteen  years  of  age. 

Henry  Higgs  of  Cheltenham  was  a  nephew  of  William  Higges,  Lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Colesbourne,  Gloucestershire,  and  a  son  of  his  brother  John  Higges,  and  there  is 
eveiy  piobability  that  his  father  John  Higges  was  closely  related  to  the  John  Higgs 
who  left  England  and  took  up  land  in  Virginia  in  1650.  Another  fact  worthy  of  note  is 
th.it  at  this  time  in  Maiyland  was  living  one  Andrew  Higgs,  wlio  had  settled  there 
bom  the  Baibadoes,  in  the  West  Indies,  having  married  a  widow  of  a  gentleman  of  that 
se  ttlement.  I  his  baptismal  name  has  been  found  once  only  in  all  the  years  of  research 
woik  into  the  history  ol  the  Higgs  family,  and  that  in  connection  with  the  Higgs  family 
of  Colesbourne,  when  I  homas  Higgs,  who  succeeded  his  father  William  as  Lord  of  the 
Manoi  in  1(114,  baptized  his  second  son  Andrew  ’  27  April,  1637.  This  son  does  not 
again  appeal  in  the  parish  records,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  he  emigrated  to 
the  Barbadoes,  and  eventually  settled  in  Maryland,  dying  there  in  1675. 

kefeience  has  been  made  to  the  will  of  Warner  Sudall  of  Talbot  County,  Maryland, 
who  left  property  to  Clement  Higgs,  son  of  one  Christopher  Higgs.  This  will  w-as 
probated  in  1696,  and  he  devised  land  to  Cleme:ntine,  Hannah  and  John  Emmerson, 
jun.,  as  well  as  to  the  aforesaid  Clement,  son  of  Christopher  Higgs,  who  with  Joe 
Gregory  and  Jane:  McKeen  were  witnesses  to  the  will.  Again  the  baptismal  name  of 
( lemeni  is  one  associated  writh  the  Higgs  family  of  Colesbourne,  Andrew  Higgs 
having  a  biothei  of  this  name,  as  well  as  an  uncle  Clement  Higgs,  w'hose  names  appear 
upon  the  pedigree  of  the  family  entered  in  the  College  of  Arms,  London. 
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I  lie  will  of  t  hristopher  Higgs  of  Talbot  County,  Maryland,  dated  1722,  and  pro¬ 
bated  in  the  following  year,  devises  one-third  of  his  dwelling  plantation  to  his  widow 
during  her  life,  and  at  her  decease  it  was  to  pass  to  his  son  Aaron  Higgs  and  his  heirs. 
Another  third  of  his  estate  was  to  go  to  his  son  Clement  Higgs,  his  executor,  etc.,  whilst 
other  children’s  names  are  given,  including  Francis,  Sarah,  Rachel  and  Rebecca. 

Io  trace  all  the  descendants  of  these  early  Higgs  families  in  Maryland  would  be 
intensely  interesting,  as  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  undoubtedly 
entitled  to  the  use  of  the  ancient  Coat  of  Arms  confirmed  to  the  Higgs  family  of  Coles- 
bourne,  Gloucestershire,  at  the  visitation  of  the  county  by  the  heralds  in  162  7  Aaron 
Higgs  died  in  1745,  his  will  being  probated  in  1747.  There  was  also  a  Thomas  Higgs, 
whose  will  was  probated  in  1745. 

In  the  census  taken  of  Maryland  in  1700  the  following  is  found  : 

Charles  County  : 

Jonathan  Higgs,  i  male  over  16,  1  female,  1  slave. 

George  Higgs,  3  males  over  ib,  2  under,  and  4  females. 

(Ao/c.  (  harles  County,  Maryland  is  across  the  Potomac  River  from  Virginia.) 

Ann  Arundel  County  : 

Henry  Higgs,  i  over  i(>,  none  under,  3  females. 


These  were  the  only  Higgses  listed  in  Maryland  in  1790;  others  of  this  family  had  no 
doubt  crossed  over  into  Virginia  and  other  States,  though  there  were  no  Higgses  recorded 
in  \  iiginia  at  the  census  taken  in  1782,  1783,  find  1785,  those  there  earlier  having  all 
removed  to  North  and  South  Carolina  and  other  States  or  colonies. 

In  the  Archives  ol  Maryland,  vol.  7,  in  a  list  of  men  in  Talbot  Count)'  who  had 
been  on  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  in  1678,  the  names  of  John  Higgs  and  Giles 
Higgs  appear.  I  he  surname  of  Ken  elm  is  found  in  the  records  of  this  county  and  later 
in  Granville  County,  North  (  arolina  ;  one  of  the  grandsons  of  Zachariaii  Higgs  was 
named  Kenelm  Higgs,  which  probably  indicates  a  close  connection  between  the 
Maryland  and  North  Carolina  families. 

John  Higgs,  who  settled  in  \  irginia  in  1650  trom  Bristol,  Co.  Gloucestershire,  England, 
sold  his  land  in  this  State  or  colony  as  it  then  was  in  1693  -in  the  same  year  as  the  decease 
of  Henry  Higgs  ol  Cecil  County-,  Maryland — and  the  family  appears  to  have  moved 
into  North  and  South  (  arolina.  In  South  Carolina  at  the  census  taken  in  1790  the 
following  Higgses  are  recorded  : 

C  amden  District,  Clarendon  County  : 

John  Higgs,  i  over  ib,  2  under  ib,  and  3  females. 

Georgetown  District,  Prince  George  County  : 

1  ijomas  Higgs,  i  over  ib,  1  under  1  (>,  and  2  females. 

John  Higgs  was  in  the  Revolutionary  Army  of  South  Carolina.  There  were  also 
Higgs  families  in  Connecticut  recorded  in  the  1790  census,  namely  : 

John  Higgs,  i  over  ib,  none  under,  and  2  females. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Among  those  who  took  up  land  in  this  State,  settling  in  Bertie  County  from  Surry 
(Surrey)  County,  Virginia,  before  1750  were  :  Abraham  Higgs,  John  Higgs  and  Reuben 
Higgs,  passing  through  the  Isle  of  Wight  and  Nansemond  Counties,  with  friends  and 
neighbours,  such  as  the  families  of  Harrell,  Nokeleet,  Andrews,  Williams,  Rutland, 
Barnes  and  Cotton,  and  settled  on  the  ( -aside  River  —a  short  river  which  rises  in  the 
county  of  Bertie,  and  empties  into  the  Roanoke,  before  leaving  the  county.  They  also 
had  land  on  the  Roanoke  River,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  Abraham  Higgs,  John 
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“rr"dfRTEUBEN„HlGGS'  ,Z5KAklAH  Higgs'  Samuki-  Higgs,  etc.,  were  sons  and 
giandsons  of  John  Higgs  and  Elinor  his  wife,  who  sold  their  land  in  Virginia  (Surrey 

•ounty)  in  1693.  Abraham  Higgs  married  Sarah  Harrell,  sister  to  Joseph  Harrell 
beiote  175b,  when  a  deed  is  recorded  from  Joseph  Harrell  to  Abraham  Higgs.  The 
emigrant  ancestor  ol  Abraham  Higgs’s  wife  Sarah  is  said  to  have  been  one  Samuel 
Harrell,  who  was  born  in  the  county  of  Kent,  England,  in  1663,  and  who  died  in 
ligima  in  1753.  Abraham  Higgs  died  in  1782.  His  will  was  probated  in  1781 
wheiein  he  is  described  as  “  of  Windsor,  Bertie  County  He  left  his  wife  Sarah  two 
sons,  Abraham  Higgs  and  John  Higgs,  and  two  daughters,  Sarah  and  Elizabeth. 
Abraham  Higgs  (ii),  the  elder  son,  went  to  Washington  County,  Georgia,  about  1795 
A  deed  is  on  record  in  Bertie  County,  N.C.,  from  him  to  one  Thomas  House,  selling 
and  m  Bertie,  and  he  is  recorded  as  “  of  the  County  of  Washington,  State  of  Georgia 
I  he  second  son  -John  Higgs— married  his  cousin  Betti e  Higgs  in  1787  ;  lived  in 
ei  tie  County  and  died  111  or  about  1815,  leaving  the  following  children  :  1,  John  Higgs  • 
2,  HEOPHiLus  Higgs  ;  (1)  Janet  ;  (2)  Pamelia,  who  became  the  wife  of  one  Wiggins' 
and  (3)  Patsy,  who  married  one  ol  the  surname  of  Moore. 

John  Higgs,  one  of  the  three  who  came  into  Bertie  County  from  Virginia  before 
1750,  married  Judath  Harrell,  daughter  of  John  Harrell  and  Lucy,  his  wife  They 
had  land  on  the  Cashie  River,  near  “  Flag  Run  ”.  (One  of  the  early  deeds  from  Solomon 
Harrell  to  John  Higgs  in  1774  mentions  Roanoke  River.)  There  they  made  their 
home,  working  to  open  up  new  territory.  Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
John  Higgs  was  a  patriot,  and  was  in  the  North  Carolina  Continental  Troops.  He  died 
intestate  in  1781,  and  his  widow  Judath  lived  until  1795.  All  their  children  had  married, 
and  moved  from  the  home  place,  before  Judath  (Harrell)  Higgs  died,  except  a 
daughter  Judath,  and  they  had  all  received  their  share  of  their  father’s  estate.  Before 
the  death  of  Judath,  she  made  a  deed  of  gift  of  her  land  to  be  divided  between  her  sons 
John  Higgs  and  Elisha  Higgs,  but  before  the  division  in  1796  her  son  John  Higgs 
was  dead,  and  his  portion  went  to  his  children.  The  sons  and  daughters  of  John  Higgs 
and  his  wife  Judath  Harrell  were  : 


1.  William  Higgs.  He  married  Delilah  Moore  17  January,  1782 

2.  John  Higgs.  He  married  Millie  Moore  16  May,  1786. 

3.  Jacob  Higgs.  He  married  Sarah  Bishop  in  1790. 

4.  Reuben  Higgs.  He  married  Judath  Hayes  in  1800. 

5.  Elisha  Higgs.  He  married  (wife’s  name  unknown). 

(1)  Sarah.  She  married  John  Holland  10  February,  1786. 

(2)  Priscilla.  She  married  John  Rutland. 

(3)  Mary.  She  married  John  Young. 

(4)  Elizabeth.  She  married  John  Higgs  29  December,  1787. 

(5)  Judath  Higgs,  of  whom  there  remains  no  record. 


1  he  eldest  son  William  Higgs  in  the  Court  Records  of  1793  was  called  “Captain 
William  Higgs  In  1798  he  is  recorded  as  a  member  of  the  Royal  Lodge  No.  3  of 
Masons  in  Windsor,  Bertie  County,  and  in  1807  William  Higgs  and  Moore  Higgs  were 
upon  the  list  of  the  members  of  Davie  Lodge  No.  39  Masons.  William  Higgs,  senior, 
was  in  the  list  of  owners  of  taxable  property  in  1793  (Court  Minutes),  and  was  a  Juror! 
He  died  in  1823,  and  left  a  large  estate  on  the  Cashie  River  and  Roanoke  River.  The 
children  of  William  Higgs  and  Delilah  Moore,  his  wife,  were  : 


1.  John  Higgs. 

2.  William  Higgs,  born  1792. 

3.  Johnston  Higgs,  married  Mary  (Polly)  Cotton. 

(1)  Martha.  She  married  one  named  Wilkes. 

(2)  Mary  M.  Higgs. 

(3)  Judath.  She  married  Richard  H.  Barnes. 
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The  second  son  of  William  Higgs  and  Delilah  Moore — William  Higgs— born  in 
1792,  went  to  Georgia  to  live.  He  married,  and  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Li.isha  Higgs,  born  in  1 S 1 5 .  He  married,  and  had  a  son  and  a  daughter: 

1.  J.  I.  Higgs,  born  29  January,  1852,  who  resided  in  Appling  County,  Georgia. 

(1)  Elsie,  who  married  a  Mr.  Grinek  and  lives  in  Nashville,  Georgia,  where  she  is 
practising  as  an  attorney. 

2.  Robert  Higgs. 

3.  Jasper  Higgs. 

(1)  Matilda. 


Johnston  Higgs,  the  third  son  of  William  Higgs  and  Delilah  Moore,  his  wife, 
became  executor  to  his  father’s  will.  Mary  (Polly)  Cotton,  his  wife,  was  a  daughter 
of  Jesse  Cotton,  and  a  sister  of  Jesse  and  Godwin  Cotton.  There  are  recorded  a 
number  of  deeds  in  respect  to  Johnston  Higgs  in  Hertie  County,  N.C.  He  died  in 
1834  and  the  following  is  his  very  short  will  : 

Probated  12th  May,  1834. 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Johnston  Higgs,  of  my  own  free  will  and  accord 
make  this  my  last  W  ill  and  Testament  :  1  give  to  my  wife  Polly  all  that  I  am  now 
possessed  of  to  dispose  of  as  she  may  think  best. 

{Signed)  JOHNSTON  HIGGS. 

Polly,  his  wife,  died  in  1859.  She  left  no  children,  but  had  nephews  and  nieces. 
Among  her  nephews  was  Asa  Biggs,  afterwards  U.S.  Congressman,  whom  she  brought 
up,  as  his  mother  died  when  he  was  very  young.  There  were  three  sisters  named  Cotton  : 
Mary,  who  married  Johnston  Higgs,  one  who  married  Mr.  Biggs,  and  the  third  who 
married  a  Mr.  Andrews. 

There  are  no  Higgses  in  Bertie  County,  Halifax,  or  Granville  County  at  the  present 
time  so  far  as  Miss  Mattie  A.  Higgs  was  able  to  discover  up  to  the  year  1929. 

Returning  to  Reuben  Higgs,  the  fourth  son  of  John  Higgs  and  Judath  Harrell, 
his  wife,  who  married  Judath  Hayes  in  1800,  died  in  1823.  In  1825  there  is  a  record 
of  the  division  of  negroes  to  “  Mrs.  Judath  Higgs,  James  Higgs,  Whitmell  Higgs, 
Pamela  Higgs  Stephens,  and  to  set  apart  to  James  Norfleet  and  Caroline,  his  wife, 
the  proper  proportion  to  which  they  are  entitled,  and  also  to  value,  and  put  apart  to 
the  said  Norfleet  and  wife,  their  share  of  Sylvestra  Higgs’s  right  to  the  said  negroes, 
and  that  they  make  return  to  the  next  Court  ”.  They  lived  near  Woodville,  Bertie 
County,  N.C. 

Of  the  other  sons  and  daughters  of  John  Higgs  and  Judath  Harrell,  his  wife,  no 
records  are  available,  except  in  connection  with  their  third  son  and  seventh  child, 
namely  : 

Jacob  Higgs.  He  was  no  doubt  named  alter  his  uncle  Jacob  Harrell  of  Bertie 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  was  born  in  1768.  He  married  Sarah  Bishop,  a  daughter 
of  William  Bishop  of  Halifax  County,  a  descendant  of  John  Bishop,  who  settled  in 
Virginia  about  1(40,  and  was  a  Burgess  from  Charles  City,  Co.  Virginia,  in  1(44. 

They  made  their  home  across  the  Roanoke  River,  in  Halifax  County.  Jacob  Higgs 
was  paying  land  taxes  in  Halifax  about  1800,  and  owned  more  than  1000  acres,  which 
upon  his  death  in  1817  he  devised  to  his  sons,  also  several  negroes.  His  will  is  as  follows  : 

In  the  Name  of  God,  Amen  :  1,  Jacob  Higgs  of  Halifax  County  and  State  of  North 
Carolina,  being  sick  and  weak,  but  sound  as  respects  my  mind  and  body,  blessed  be 
God  for  the  same,  do  this  22nd  day  of  December,  in  the  year  1816,  make  and  publish  this 
my  last  W  ill  and  Testament  in  manner  and  form  as  follows  :  Viz.  : 

27 
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First  :  I  give  to  my  wife  Sally  Higgs,  two  feather  beds  and  furniture.  Three 
horses,  namely  ‘‘Young  Harry”,  “Jonah  Filly”,  and  the  horse  I  bought  at  the  sale  of 
Lli  Joyner  ;  six  cows  and  calves  of  the  choice  of  my  stock  ;  ten  of  the  choice  ewes  ; 
six  sows  and  thirty  shoats  ;  one  beef;  barn,  fodder,  and  meat  sufficient  to  support 
her  and  family  one  year  ;  one  hundred  weight  of  brown  sugar  ;  fifty  weight  of  coffee  ; 
cotton  and  flax  sufficient  to  clothe  her  and  family  one  year  ;  my  riding  chair  and  harness. 
1  lend  to  my  above  named  wife  during  her  life  the  following  property  :  The  tract  of  land 
1  now  live  on,  my  still,  all  my  carts,  four  negroes  namely  : — Jacob,  Charles,  Sary  and 
Nancy  ;  all  of  my  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  all  my  spinning  wheels,  cards  and 
looms. 

Second  :  1  give  to  my  son  Willie  Higgs,  the  tract  of  land  on  Deep  Creek,  that  I 
bought  of  Joel  Atkinson,  containing  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  in  consideration 
of  which  he  is  to  pay  to  my  son  Joseph  Higgs,  when  he  arrives  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years — Three  hundred  dollars. 

Thirdly  :  I  give  to  my  son  Joseph  Higgs,  the  tract  of  land  on  Deep  Creek  that  I 
bought  of  Hardyman  Bishop  and  William  Vaughan,  executors,  containing  about  Two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  One  hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars  to  finish  his  education. 

Fourthly  :  I  give  to  my  two  sons  Jacob  and  Reuben  Higgs,  all  the  residue  of  my 
lands  that  1  own  in  Halifax  County,  to  be  equally  divided  in  value  between  them  when 
my  son  Jacob  arrives  at  the  age  of  Twenty-one,  after  which  division  my  son  Jacob 
to  have  the  place  I  now  live  on,  my  son  Reuben  the  balance. 

Fifthly  :  1  give  to  my  daughter  Sally  Higgs,  a  negro  woman  Filler  and  child 
Meranza,  and  the  above  named  negro  woman  Sary  after  the  death  of  my  wife. 

Sixthly  :  1  give  to  my  daughter  Juda  Higgs,  money  sufficient  out  of  my  estate 

for  my  executors  to  purchase  a  young  negro  woman,  or  a  young  negro  woman  and  child, 
as  opportunity  may  offer  to  my  Executors,  and  the  above  named  negro  woman  Nancy, 
after  the  death  of  my  wife,  and  Two  Hundred  and  Fifty  Dollars  to  educate  her. 

Seventhly  :  I  give  to  my  son  Jacob  Higgs,  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  educate 
him. 

Eighthly  :  I  give  to  my  son  Reuben  Higgs,  Two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  educate 
him. 

Ninthly  :  I  wish  all  my  lands  and  negroes,  not  lent  to  my  wife,  rented  and  hired  out 
until  my  son  Willie  arrives  at  the  age  of  Twenty-one  years,  and  the  money  equally 
divided  between  the  whole  of  my  children. 

Tenthly  :  All  my  negroes,  except  those  given  to  my  two  daughters  I  give  to  be 
equally  divided  between  my  four  sons,  namely: — Willie,  Joseph,  Jacob  and  Reuben, 
to  be  divided  at  the  following  times  and  manner  :  When  my  son  Willie  arrives  at  the 
age  of  1  wenty  one,  he  is  to  take  one  fourth  part.  When  my  son  Joseph  Higgs  arrives 
at  the  age  of  1  wenty  he  is  to  take  one  third  of  the  balance  ;  When  my  son  Jacob  arrives 
at  the  age  of  1  wenty,  the  balance  to  be  equally  divided  between  him  and  my  son  Reuben. 

Lastly  :  lhe  residue  of  my  Estate  I  wish  my  executors  to  sell  at  any  time  they  may 
choose  after  my  death,  the  money  to  be  converted  to  the  payment  of  my  debts  and  above 
named  legacies  in  Money. 

1  nominate  and  appoint  my  friend  Wm.  R.  Smith,  and  son  Willie  Higgs  Executors 
to  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament.  My  son  Willie  to  be  under  the  direction  and 
control  of  Wm.  R.  Smith. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal,  the  day  and  date  above  written, 

(Signed)  JACOB  HIGGS. 

Signed,  sealed  and  acknowledged  in  the  (Seal). 

presence  of  us, 

Nathan  Mayo, 

John  Young, 

Halifax  County,  Eeb.,  1817. 
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I  his  will  was  exhibited  in  open  court  and  duly  sworn  by  the  oath  of  Nathan  Mayo, 
one  of  the  subscribing  witnesses  thereto,  who  says  that  the  testator  was  at  the  time  of 
subscribing  the  same  of  sound  mind  and  memory,  and  on  motion  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

Whereupon  Wii.lie  Higgs,  one  of  the  executors  therein  named,  came  in  and  was 
duly  qualified  thereto.  Witness  :  Richard  Epps,  C.S.C. 


Sarah  (Bishop)  Higgs,  the  widow  of  Jacob  Higgs,  remained  as  such  until  her 
decease  in  1837-  She  made  her  will  18  June,  183b,  and  devised  money  and  negro 
slaves  to  her  daughter  Polly,  who  had  married  a  Mr.  McMillan.  Polly  was  evidently 
bom  after  Jacob  Higgs  made  his  will  in  1816,  and  as  all  his  six  children  whom  he  did 
mention  were  under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  the  son  Jacob  Higgs  being  only  ten  years 
old,  this  is  evidently  the  case.  As  the  property  which  her  husband  (the  home  place) 
was  left  by  Jacob  Higgs  to  pass  on  to  their  son  Jacob  at  her  death,  Sarah  (Bishop) 
Higgs  bequeathed  servants,  negro  slaves,  to  each  of  her  children,  and  from  her  will  it  is 
noted  that  the  children  at  that  date,  1836,  had  married  as  follows  : 

1.  Willie  (pronounced  “  Wiley  ")  Higgs,  born  in  1802,  married  twice  ;  first  to  Eliza¬ 
beth  S.  Pippin,  daughter  of  Joseph  Pippin,  in  1822,  and  had  by  her  one  child, 
who  died  in  infancy.  He  married  secondly  Nancy  Pittman  in  1823,  daughter  of 
John  Pitman  or  Pittman,  the  youngest  son  of  Ambrose  Pittman. 

1  he  Pitman  or  Pittman  family  were,  traditionally,  of  Scandinavian  origin, 
and  went  first  into  Saxony  and  from  there  into  Britain  and  settled,  it  is  stated, 
in  Monmouthshire  on  the  Welsh  border,  where  they  were  living  in  the  seventeenth 
century  and  fought  for  their  ill-fated  King.  When  Charles  I  was  beheaded,  three 
Pitman  or  Pittman  brothers  joined  the  cavalier  emigration  to  America  and  landed 
at  James  City,  County  Virginia.  There,  in  the  course  of  time,  they  separated, 
one  brother  going  to  the  Northern  Colony,  one  remained  in  Virginia,  and  one 
went  to  the  far  South”.  1  his  is  certified  from  original  records  in  Virginia. 
Thomas  Pittman  was  in  Surry  County,  Virginia,  as  early  as  1648  or'  49  if  not  earlier). 
In  an  affidavit  made  by  this  Thomas  Pittman  in  1877  at  Smith’s  Fort,  Surry 
(  ounty,  he  stated  that  lie  was  then  O3  years  of  age,  so  was  born  in  or  about  1614. 
Present  with  him  at  th.it  time  were  Mr.  Thomas  Waring  and  Mr.  Thomas  Rolee, 
who  was  Pocahontas'  son.  He  was  on  the  list  of  titheables  for  Surry  County, 
Virginia,  in  1888  as  Capt.  Pitman.  A  Capt.  Pitman,  who  was  one  third  owner 
with  one  Griggs  and  another  Jarvis  of  the  ship  “  Recovery  ”,  made  petition  in 
1884  t°  the  Duke  of  York  relative  to  their  boat  clearing  for  Gravesend.  This 
Capt.  1  iiomas  Pittman  had  a  son  Thomas,  who  had  sons  William  and  Thomas, 
who  were  foot  soldiers  in  1887,  Surry  County  Virginia.  Thomas  Pittman  (ii)  or  his 
son  I  iiomas  Pittman  (iii)  went  to  Lancaster  County,  Virginia,  where  he  met  and 
married  Hannah  Heeding.  1  he  Arms  borne  by  this  family  of  Pittman  were  : — 
Quarterly  :  Argent  and  Or — an  eagle  displayed  with  two  heads  Gules. 

( rest  :  On  a  shell  a  martlet  (the  crest  of  the  Pittman  Family  of 
Dunchideock,  Co.  Devon,  England). 

Motto  :  “  Eortis  agendo''-  -”  By  doing  bravely  ”.  ' 

Ambrose  Pittman  was  a  son  of  Thomas  Pittman,  by  Hannah  Fielding,  his 
wife.  Ambrose:,  settling  in  Edgecombe  County,  North  Carolina,  about  1734,  became 
the  father  of  four  sons,  Elisiia,  Elija,  Arthur  and  John,  and  several  daughters. 
(From  the  son  Arthur  is  descended  Ethel  Pittman,  wife  of  T.  D.  Lawrence  of 
Enfield,  N.C.)  Nancy,  daughter  of  John  Pittman,  became  the  second  wife  of 
Willie  Higgs  (the  eldest  son  of  Jacob  Higgs  and  Sarah  Bishop  his  wife),  by 
whom  he  had  four  daughters  : 

(1)  Mary  Louise  Higgs,  born  1824  and  died  1889.  She  married  Joseph  Bryan 
in  1839  and  by  him  had  issue  four  sons  and  seven  daughters  : 

1.  Willie  I).  Bryan,  born  1840  ;  died  1841. 

2.  Joseph  Walter  Bryan,  born  1845  ;  died  18(15.  He  was  killed  at  Tort 

lusher  in  the  Confederate  States  Army  in  1865  at  the  fall  of  that  fort. 

3.  Oliver  E.  Bryan,  born  1852  ;  died  1854. 

4.  Herbert  E.  Bryan,  born  1854. 
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(1)  Alice  A.  (Bryan),  born  1842.  She  married  in  1862  John  Randolph,  and 

by  him  had  issue  two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Joseph  Cary  Randolph,  born  1870.  He  married  Victoria  Haltenstel, 

and  died  in  1898. 

2.  Paul  Van  Randolph,  born  1873.  He  married  Annie  Howell  in  1897. 
(1)  Annie  Lou  (Randolph),  born  1866.  She  married  Eugene  G.Curkin  in  1888. 

(2)  Susan  Emily  (Bryan),  born  1847.  She  married  in  1866  Mr.  Whitmel  Allen, 

and  died  in  1918. 

(3)  Emily  Louise  (Bryan),  born  1850.  She  married  in  1870  Dr.  Charles 

Gregory. 

(4)  Mary  James  (Bryan),  born  1857.  She  married  in  1879  Mr.  Emmet  Powell, 

and  (lied  in  1899. 

(5)  Dora  A.  (Bryan),  born  1859  ;  died  1874. 

(6)  Hittie  Lee  (Bryan),  born  1862.  She  married  Mr.  John  J.  Pope. 

(7)  Maude  (Bryan),  born  1866.  She  married  in  1888  Mr.  Charles  Simmons. 
(Note. — Joseph  Bryan,  the  father  of  this  family,  was  a  school  teacher  near 

Dawsons  Cross  Roads.) 

(2)  Martha  Indiana  Higgs,  the  second  daughter  of  Willie  Higgs  and  Nancy 

Pittman  his  wife,  was  born  7  March,  1830.  She  married  Mr.  William  Richard 
Thomas  Williams  (born  4  March,  1827),  son  of  W.  R.  T.  Williams  by  Roseanna 
Pittman  his  wife,  in  Halifax  County,  N.C.,  and  by  him  had  live  sons  and  three 
daughters  : 

1.  John  Richard  Williams,  born  5  August,  1851,  in  Northampton  County. 

He  married  Martha  Frances  Williams  (born  11  May,  1858),  and  by  her 
had  issue  two  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  W.  Richard  Williams,  born  1891. 

2.  George  Carlyle  Williams,  born  1893. 

(1)  Helen  Tunis  (Williams),  born  1884. 

(2)  Lota  (Williams),  born  1886. 

(3)  Essie  (Williams),  born  1888. 

2.  1  homas  Wiley  Williams,  born  Northampton  County,  August,  1851. 

3.  W  m.  Jos ie  Williams,  born  Northampton  County,  10  September,  1858. 

4.  Charles  Augustus  Williams,  born  Northampton  County,  23  March,  1864. 

5.  Walter  Williams,  born  Northampton  County,  17  July,  1869. 

(1)  Rosalie  (Williams),  born  Halifax  County,  N.C.,  17  August,  1849. 

(2)  Patti e  (Williams),  born  Northampton  County,  12  November,  1855. 

(3)  Annie  Pittman  (Williams),  born  Halifax  County,  18  September,  1873.  She 

married  a  Mr.  Morris. 

(3)  Harriet  Willie  Higgs,  the  third  daughter  of  Willie  Higgs  by  Nancy  Pitt¬ 

man  his  wife,  was  born  about  1833.  She  married  twice.  First  about  1848  to 
Spier  Pittman  at  the  home  of  her  uncle  Jacob  Higgs,  Shady  Rest  in  Halifax 
County  (she  and  her  three  sisters  being  the  wards  of  Jacob  Higgs  after  the 
death  of  their  parents).  Of  this  marriage  there  were  two  sons  : 

1.  John  Pittman,  who  married  Kitchen,  the  daughter  of  Boaz  Pittman. 

2.  Wiley  Pittman. 

She  married  secondly  Mr.  Eaton  Powell  of  Edgecombe  County,  N.C. 

(4)  Emily.  Higgs,  the  fourth  daughter,  died  in  young  ladyhood. 

2.  Joseph  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  Jacob  Higgs  by  Sarah  Bishop  his  wife,  was  born 
in  Halifax  County,  N.C.,  1  January,  1806.  He  married  twice;  lirst  to  Mary  Pope 
(sister  of  Martin  Pope,  on  2  February,  1828,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  and  one 
daughter  : 

1.  James  Henry  Higgs,  born  1829.  He  married  Mary  Shields  (born  Mary 
Crowell,  daughter  or  sister  of  Martin  Crowell,  or  Cromwell,  as  members 
of  the  family  of  Cromwell  who  came  to  America  changed  their  name  en  route 
to  North  Carolina  to  “  Crowell  ”).  By  his  wife  Mary,  James  Henry  Higgs 
had  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  James  Martin  Higgs. 

(1)  Mary  (Higgs),  who  became  the  wife  of  James  E.  Conokey. 

James  Henry  Higgs  married  secondly  in  1886  Malissa  Watson,  a  widow 
of  Pitt  County,  by  whom  he  had  no  children. 

(1)  Sallie  Bishop  (Higgs). 
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Joseph  Higgs  married  secondly  between  1830  and  1834  Miss  Finetta  Staton  of 
Edgecombe  County,  and  by  her  had  the  following  family  of  one  son  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  Samuel  Higgs,  who  died  in  infancy. 

(1)  Margaret  Ann,  born  19  March,  1836.  She  married  in  1871  Jeremiah  Franklin 

1  ay  lor,  by  whom  she  had  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Seth  Clark  Iaylor.  He  married  Lula  Pritchard,  by  whom  he  had  one 
son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Seth  1'aylor. 

(1)  Margaret  (Taylor). 

(1)  \  irginia.  She  married  H.  N.  Griffith,  by  whom  she  had  one  daughter  : 

(1)  Ann  Higgs  (Griffith). 

(2)  Ai.V’ana  1  hom as,  born  28  June,  1838.  She  married  22  March,  1863,  John  Robert 

Warren,  by  whom  she  had  six  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  Charles  Benjamin  Warren. 

2.  Joseph  Lawrence  Warren.  He  married  Dora  Tucker. 

3.  James  Norfleet  Warren. 

4.  Robert  Luther  Warren.  He  married  Maude  Mayo. 

5.  James  Rodman  Warren. 

6.  Williamson  Warren. 

(1)  Lillie  Lee  (Warren).  She  married  John  T.  Phillips. 

2)  Loula  Deans  (Warren).  She  married  John  William  Peebles 
(3)  Martha  Selma  (Warren). 

(3)  Harriet  Eliza,  the  third  daughter  of  Joseph  Higgs  by  Finetta  Staton  his 

wife,  never  married. 


Joseph  Higgs  was  a  school  teacher,  and  though  he  inherited  land  from  his  father 
Jacob  Higgs,  he  was  not  a  good  manager  and  lost  much  of  his  property.  Both  of  his 
wives  were  women  of  considerable'means. 

3.  Jacob  Higgs  (ii).  Of  whom  later. 

4.  Reuben  Higgs,  the  youngest  son  of  Jacob  Higgs  and  Sarah  Bishop  his  wife,  was 

born  in  1809.  He  married  on  5  November,  1832,  Eliza  J.  Higgs.  He  is  mentioned 
m  his  father’s  will  by  a  provision  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  his  education, 
an  inheritance  in  land,  and  in  the  division  of  the  negro  servants.  He  is  also  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  mother’s  will  dated  1836,  about  which  time  he  went  to  Tennessee, 
and  is  said  to  have  eventually  died  of  “  spotted  fever  ”  in  that  State. 

1  here  are  Higgses  in  lennessee  at  the  present  time  (1930)  who  may  be  his 
descendants,  living  in  Memphis,  namely,  Clarence  Higgs  and  Homer  Higgs. 

(1)  Sarah,  or  Sai.lie,  the  eldest  daughter  of  Jacob  Higgs  and  Sarah  Bishop  his  wife, 
married  on  25  May,  1821,  William  Whitehead,  and  by  him  had  the  following 
family  of  live  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Jacob  Whitehead  married  Mary  White  of  Scotland  Neck,  North  Carolina,  by 

whom  he  had  six  daughters  : 

(1)  Sarah.  She  married  William  Pender. 

(2)  Anna.  She  married  W.  T.  Manning. 

(3)  Ida.  She  married  B.  E.  Pope. 

(4)  Rosa.  She  married  — -  Cherry. 

(5)  Etta.  She  married  —  Butts. 

(h)  Jake.  She  married  —  Cooper. 

2.  Joseph  Whitehead  married  Eliza  Grey,  by  whom  lie  had  one  son  : 

1.  Eugene  T.  Whitehead.  He  married  Lizzie  Lawrence,  and  by  her  had  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Of  those  who  survived  were  three 
sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Eugene  Whitehead  (unmarried  in  1930). 

2.  Joseph  Whitehead,  who  married  Katherine  T.  Shields. 

3.  I  .an  don  Whitehead  (unmarried). 

(1)  Irene.  She  married  R.  I).  House,  of  Scotland  Neck,  N.C. 

(2)  Gertrude,  who  became  the  wife  of  J.  C.  Riddick. 

3-  M  ili.iam  \\  HiiEHEAD.  He  married  and  has  three  daughters  ; 

(1)  Sadie,  who  married  L.  C.  Griffin. 
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(2)  Emma,  who  married  Joseph  Lawrence. 

(3)  Janny,  who  never  married. 

Reuben  Higgs  Whitehead  (never  married). 

Hardyman  Whitehead  (never  married). 

Rosina  (Whitehead),  the  only  daughter  of  William  Whitehead  by  Sarah,  or 
Salue,  Higgs  his  wife,  was  born  7  January,  1835.  She  married  Laertes 
Morgan  1  pitman  and  by  linn  had  live  children— four  sons  and  one  daughter- 
1.  James  Allan  Pittman,  born  14  November,  1864.  He  married  Annie  Biggs 
of  Scotland  Neck,  N.C.,  by  whom  he  had  no  issue. 

2  Putman,  born  8  August,  1867.  He  married  Ida  Sheppard  of 

Winston  Salem,  N.C.,  by  whom  he  had  live  children -three  sons  and  two 
(laughters  : 


1.  James  Allen  Pittman,  born  9  February,  1897. 

2.  Sheppard  Pittman,  born  9  February,  1899. 

3.  Joseph  Whitehead  Pittman,  born  April,  1902. 

(1)  Annie  Louise  (Pittman),  born  April,  1902  (twin). 

(2)  Klizabetii,  who  married  Randolph  Barksdale,  by  whom  she  had  twin 

children  : 

1.  Joseph  Barksdale. 


(1)  Anna  (Barksdale). 

3.  Laertes  Morgan  Pittman  (ii),  born  3  June,  1870.  He  married  Lei.ia  F. 

Shields  28  May,  1901,  by  whom  he  has  six  children — three  sons  and  three 
daughters.  (Lei.ia  F.  Shields  was  of  Scotland  Neck,  N.C.) 

1.  Henry  W.  Pittman,  born  12  January,  1904.  He  died  in  infancy. 

2.  h  rank  Shields  Pittman,  born  24  October,  1908. 

3-  James  Laertes  Pittman,  horn  8  April,  1911. 

(1)  Bit s\  Win  1  more  (Pittman),  born  7  June,  1903  ;  died  in  infancy. 

(2)  Rosina  Whitehead  (Pittman),  born  26  May,  1906. 

(3)  Amelia  Florence  (Pittman),  born  25  June,  1915. 

4.  Edgar  L.  Pittman,  born  15  May,  1873,  and  died  3  December,  1875. 

(1)  Annie  L.  (Pittman),  born  8  November,  1861.  She  became  the  wife  of  Joseph 
Addison  Vance,  of  Winston  Salem,  N.C.,  on  31  July,  1896,  and  by  him  had 
two  sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Kemp  Pittman  Vance.  He  died  in  infancy. 

2.  Joseph  Addison  Vance  (ii),  born  10  October,  1901.  He  married  Kditii 

Hunt. 


(1)  Annie  Rosina  (Vance),  born  7  April,  1899. 

Rosina  (Wiiiieiiead),  who  became  the  wife  of  Laertes  Morgan  Pittman, 
and  the  mother  of  the  above  family,  lost  her  mother  and  her  father  when  she 
was  yeiv  young,  and  was  reared  by  Jacob  Higgs,  her  maternal  uncle.  She 
mauied  Laertes  Morgan  Pittman,  who  was  the  son  of  Elisha  Pittman 
(giandson  of  Ambrose  Pittman  through  his  son  Elisha  Pittman)  by  Rebecca 
Vinson  his  wife  (born  21  March,  1834)  on  13  October,  1859.  The  surname  of 
v  in  son  is  by  no  means  a  common  one  either  in  America  or  in  England,  and  it 
may  be  that  Rebecca  Vinson  was  a  descendant  of  that  family  associated  with 
*  ewbuiy  in  Berkshire,  England,  in  the  seventeenth  century,  and  which  inter- 
“  the  Higgs  family  of  Orpington,  Co.  Kent,  England  (a  branch  of 
the  1  hatcham  Higgses),  in  the  nineteenth  century  as  given  in  Chapter  XIII. 
ve.be.cca  Vinson  married  Elisha  Pittman  12  February,  1820.  Elisha 

I  iiiman  was  the  youngest  of  a  large  family,  the  eldest  of  whom  was  Dempsey 
Pittman. 

(2)  Judath  was  the  second  daughter  of  Jacob  Higgs  and  Sarah  Bishop  his  wife  She 

died  unmarried. 

(3)  1  olly,  the  third  daughter,  is  mentioned  in  her  mother’s  will.  She  married  a  Mr 

McMillan. 


(Note.  In  the  will  of  Sarah  (Bishop)  Higgs  in  1836  is  the  following  interesting 
paragraph  : 

I  give  and  bequeath  my  gig  and  harness  to  my  daughter  Judy,  and  I  wish  my 
daughter  Sally  to  have  the  use  of  it  to  carry  my  daughter  Judy  about.” 
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Another  interesting  paragraph  in  her  will  shows  her  consideration  for  her  negro 
servants,  who  evidently  received  every  consideration  from  the  Higgs  family  at,  or  near 
to,  Scotland  Neck,  N.C. : 

“  It  is  my  will  and  desire  that  my  sons  Joseph  and  Reuben  take  particular  care  of 
my  negro  woman  Sarah,  and  see  that  she  does  not  suffer.”) 

Returning  to  the  third  son  of  Jacob  Higgs  and  Sarah  Bishop,  his  wife,  namely 
Jacob  Higgs  (ii),  so  named  after  his  father  and  great  uncle  Jacob  Harrell,  this  son 
was  born  30  November,  1807,  in  Halifax  County,  N.C.,'  near  Scotland  Neck.  He  was 
sent  to  school  at  Vine  Hill  Academy,  and  after  finishing  his  education,  towards  which  his 
father  had  willed  One  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  1817,  he  succeeded  to  the  home 
property  under  his  father’s  will,  together  with  his  share  of  the  residue  of  his  father’s  lands 
in  Halifax  County  upon  his  reaching  the  age  of  twenty-one  in  1828,  though  his  mother 
continued  to  have  the  use  of  the  home  place  until  her  death  in  1837,  at  which  time  her 
son  Jacob  was  in  his  thirtieth  year.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four,  on  5  May,  1831,  he 
married  Adeline;  Frances  Pittman,  daughter  of  Dempsey  Pittman  (died  1824)  and 
Abigail  Jones,  his  wife,  and  took  her  to  the  old  home,  where  together  they  cared  for 
the  widowed  mother.  Adeline  was  grand-daughter  of  Elisha  Pittman  (died  1803)  and 
his  wife  Elizabeth  —  -,  and  great-grand-daughter  of  Ambrose  Pittman  (died  1787), 
the  son  of  Iiiomas  Pittman  and  Hannah  Fielding,  his  wife  {vide  p.  419). 

Scotland  Neck,  on  the  Roanoke  River  in  Halifax  County,  was  near  to  where  the 
families  of  Bishop  and  Camp  resided  and  other  connections  upon  the  Bishop  side. 
Adeline  Frances  Pittman  was  born  5  September,  1813,  and  died  12  March,  1857. 
Her  great-grandfather  Ambrose  Pittman  was  a  landowner  on  Beech  Swamp  and  Fishing 
Creek  in  Edgecomb  County.  His  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Streetor,  but  whether  she  became 
his  wife  before  he  left  Virginia,  or  after  he  took  up  his  abode  in  Edgecomb  County,  N.C., 
about  1739  is  not  known.  His  mother  Hannah  Fielding  was  a  daughter  of  Ambrose 
Fielding,  a  descendant  of  Ambrose;  Fielding,  who  came  to  Northumberland  County, 
Virginia,  and  died  there  in  1(175.  He  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  Robert  (or  Roger)  Fielding 
of  Horton  in  Gloucestershire,  England,  whose  young  brother  William  resided  in  Bristol. 
Ambrose;  ITelding,  who  iirst  settled  in  Virginia,  by  his  wife  Anne;  had  a  son  Edward 
Fielding,  who  married  Wind  red  Conway,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  Ambrose,  who 
married  Catherine;  Adkins,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Hannah  FTeldinc,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Pittman.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  F'ielding  family 
was  connected  with  Gloucestershire,  England,  and  at  Horton,  where  the  Rev.  Robert 
(or  Roger)  Fielding,  F'eilding,  or  F'eilden  (as  the  name  was  variously  spelt),  was 
officiating  as  a  clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  a  branch  of  the  Higgs  family  had 
long  been  settled,  and  upon  reference  to  Chapter  XVII  of  this  work  it  will  be  noted  that 
in  the  account  taken  of  all  the  males  in  Gloucestershire  capable  of  bearing  arms  for  the 
King  in  the  year  1608,  among  those  in  Horton  were  : 

John  Higgs,  husbandman,  aged  about  20,  of  medium  height  and  build,  suitable 
to  serve  as  a  Musketeer.” 

Robert  Higgs,  husbandman,  aged  about  20,  of  medium  height  and  build  ;  a 
trained  soldier  at  the  time  of  the  Survey.” 

It  is  possible  therefore  that  a  son  of  one  of  these  Horton  Higgses,  related  to  the 
Higgs  family  of  Cheltenham  and  of  Colesbourne,  in  the  same  county,  was  the  John  Higgs 
who  sailed  from  Bristol  anti  took  up  land  in  Virginia  (Surry  County)  in  1050. 

In  the  early  calendar  of  Higgs  wills  at  Gloucester,  England,  are  recorded  those 
of  Robert  FIigg.es  of  Horton  in  1629,  and  a  Lewis  Higges  of  this  place  in  1(137.  The 
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Horton  Parish  Registers  date  from  1567.  The  Rev.  R.  Fkilding  of  Horton  had  the 
following  sons  : 

1.  Dr.  Robert  Feilding  or  Fielding,  born  1620  and  died  after  1693.  He  was  of 

Gloucester,  England. 

2.  Richard  Fielding,  a  merchant  in  Bristol,  England,  who  died  in  1667. 

3.  Edward  F iei.ding,  a  merchant  in  Bristol,  who  died  in  1693. 

4.  Ambrose  h iei.ding,  who  emigrated  to  Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  became  a 

])lanter  there  in  1667,  and  died  in  1675. 

He  also  had  two  daughters — Elizabeth,  who  married  a  Mr.  Gwin  'of  Horton,  and 
Margaret,  who  became  the  wife  of  Walter  Fryer.  The  Rev.  R.  Fielding  matricu¬ 
lated  at  Balliol  (  ollege,  Oxford.  His  name  is  there  spelt  as  “  Ffielden  ”,  A  branch  of 
this  family  has  been  seated  in  the  county  of  Lancashire  for  the  past  550  years  at  Witton 
Paik,  near  Blackburn,  and  claims  to  be  a  branch  of  the  ennobled  house  of  Denbigh. 
This  branch  bears  Arms  : 

Argent  :  O11  a  fess  cottised  azure,  between  two  martlets  in  chief,  sable,  and  a  rose  in 
base — gules,  three  lozenges  Or. 

Crest  :  A  nuthatch  perched  upon  a  hazel  branch  fructed,  holding  in  its  mouth  a  red 
rose  slipped  all  ppr. 

Motto:  “  Virtutis  pnemium  honor”. 

The  ancestor  of  this  family  was  one  Henrie  Feilden  or  Felden  living  in  1480,  one 
of  the  appointed  trustees  for  the  management  and  appropriation  of  certain  lands 
bequeathed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  (  hantrie,  and  Chantrie  Priest,  in  the  Parish 
Church  of  Blackburn. 

1  he  members  of  the  Fielding  family  who  settled  in  America  used  the  Arms  :  Argent, 
on  a  fess  azure  three  lozenges  Or.  These  arms  are  upon  a  wax  seal  on  the  will  of  Henry 
Fielding,  who  died  in  King  and  Oueen  County,  Virginia,  in  1712,  and  are  also  engraved 
upon  old  silver  plate. 

Ihe  seal  of  Edward  Fielding  (1684)  shows — Or':  a  lion  rampant  gules,  whilst  his 
father  Ambrose  Fielding’s  seal  upon  his  will  made  in  1675  shows — Argent,  on  a  fess 
azure  three  lozenges  Or.  Drawings  of  ancient  silver  plate  show  both  coats  in  use,  whilst 
a  framed  copy  of  this  Coat  of  Arms  is  owned  by  the  family  of  the  late  James  Allan 
Higgs  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  and  a  descendant  of  Hannah  Fielding,  who  became 
the  wife  of  1  iiomas  Pittman,  shows  the  Arms  as  Arg.  on  a  fess  azure,  three  lozenges  Or 
with  crest — On  a  cor  a  spread  eagle  with  two  heads.  Motto:  “Crescit  sub  pondere 
virtus”  .  (“  Virtue  thrives  under  oppression”). 

IheFiiiLDiNGS  of  Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  appear  there  in  1662  in  the 
person  of  Richard  Feilding,  a  merchant  from  Bristol,  lingland.  He  bought  several 
large  tracts  of  land  in  this  county,  and  besides,  owned  a  share  in  the  ship  '  Phoenix  ’  and 
in  a  mercantile  business  in  Bristol  with  his  brother  Edward  Feilding.  Richard  died 
in  1666  unmarried.  He  left  a  plantation  of  a  thousand  acres  with  all  stock,  servants, 
household  goods,  etc.,  to  his  brother  Ambrose  Feilding,  who  came  out  to  take  possession 
of  his  Virginia  Estate  in  1667.  He  was  a  King’s  Justice  from  23 .June,  ibbo,  to  4  February, 
1875.  Ambrose  Feilding’s  will  was  probated  17  November,  1675,  and  he  devised  his 
property  to  his  sons  Richard,  Edward,  and  daughter  Ann.  His  wife  Ann  received 
money  for  a  mourning  ring.  In  the  inventory  of  his  personal  estate  he  is  designated  as  : 

Mr.  Ambrose  Feilding  of  Wickocomico  Hall,  Gentleman  ’.  This  inventory  names  a 
good  lot  of  household  furniture  contained  in  a  live  roomed  house  and  two  roomed 
detached  kitchen  ;  included  in  this  list  were  ‘  eighteen  silver  spoons  and  seven  large  pieces 
of  plate  ’  two  of  which  were  marked  with  ‘  Ye  F'feilding  Armes  ’. 

Of  the  sons  of  Ambrose  Feilding,  Richard  died  unmarried,  and  Edward  took  a 
more  or  less  prominent  part  in  county  affairs  till  the  time  of  his  death  in  1696.  He  left 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  who  have  many  descendants  in  Virginia,  Kentucky,  Alabama, 
Arkansas,  Texas  and  North  Carolina. 
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“  A1)  the  original  Feilding  papers  on  file  in  the  Northumberland  Clerk’s  Office  were 
destroyed  in  the  (  ivil  W  ar,  but  an  old  letter  of  Attorney,  signed  Edward  Feilding  in 
September,  1684,  is  now  owned  by  a  descendant  ;  this  old  letter  bears  a  seal  showing 
a  lion  rampant  gules  oil  a  held  Or  T  his  is  the  old  Hapsburg  seal  of  the  principal 
family  of  Feilding  in  England— the  Feildings  of  Newham  Faddox,  Co.  Warwick,  who 
were  created  Earls  of  Denbigh  in  1620.  This  old  letter  of  Attorney  also  bears  the  seal 
of  1  now as^  Hobson- — a  three-masted  ship  under  full  sail.  In  1792,  a  descendant  of 
Ambrose  Feilding  in  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  made  a  drawing  from  old  Feilding 
silver  then  in  her  possession,  and  sent  it  in  a  letter  to  her  brother,  who  had  gone  to 
Kentucky  to  live.  1  his  drawing  and  letter  are  now  owned  by  the  recipient’s  great- 
grandson,  Dr.  J.  L.  Miller,  of  Thomas,  West  Virginia,  and  shows  two  shields,  one  with 
the  lion  rampant  and  the  other  with  the  gold  lozenges  on  a  blue  fess.” 

1  ide  Virginia  Heraldica  :  Being  a  Registry  of  Virginia  Gentry  entitled  to  Coat 
Armour  with  Genealogical  Notes  of  the  Families,’ edited  by  William  Armstrong 
Crozier,  F.R.S.,  F.G.S.A.  (Virginia  County  Records  Series,  vol.  v,  published  by 
the  Genealogical  Association  of  New  York). 

1S  tllc  record  of  the  ancestry  of  the  wife  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  of  Scotland  Neck, 

Jacob  Higgs  was  an  extremely  industrious  man  and  added  many  acres  to  the  land 
he  had  inherited,  owning  at  the  time  of  his  death  large  plantations  on  the  Roanoke 
River,  Halilax  (  ounty,  and  the  property  to  which  he  moved  in  1842  called  “  Shady 
Rest  ,  about  tin ee  miles  horn  the  town  ol  Scotland  Neck,  as  well  as  other  plantations. 
He  had  in  his  sei  vice  many  negio  slaves,  and  built  a  new  home  in  front  of  the  old  dwelling 
about  1845.  T  his  place  was  eventually  destroyed  by  lire.  It  stood  in  a  beautiful  grove 
ol  oak  trees.  Jacob  Higgs  belonged  to  the  Scotland  Neck  “  Invincibles  ”,  N.C.  Militia, 
organized  in  1831. 

1  he  following  is  a  copy  of  the  interesting  Marriage  Bond  of  Jacob  Higgs  and 
Adeline  Frances  Pittman  : 

State  of  North  Carolina,  Halifax  County. 

“Know  all  men  by  these  presents:  That  we,  Jacob  Higgs  and  Willie  Higgs 
are  held  ami  firmly  bound  unto  Monteord  Stokes,  Esquire,  Governor  etc.,  or  his  suc¬ 
cessors  in  office,  in  the  full  sum  ol  Five  Hundred  Founds,  Current  money,  to  be  paid  to 
the  said  Governor,  his  successors  and  assigns,  for  the  which  payment  well  and  truly  to 
be  made  and  done,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  jointly 
and  severally,  firmly  by  these  presents. 

Sealed  with  our  seals,  and  dated  this  30th  day  of  April,  Anno  Domini  1831. 

Hie  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such,  that — Whereas  the  above  bonded 
Jacob  Higgs  hath  made  application  for  license  for  Marriage  to  be  celebrated  between 
him  and  Adeline  F.  Fiiman  of  the  County  aforesaid  ;  Now,  in  case  it  shall  not  appear 
hereafter,  that  there  is  any  lawful  cause  or  impediment  to  obstruct  the  said  marriage, 
then  the  above  Obligation  to  be  void  ;  Otherwise,  to  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

{Signed)  “  WILLIE  HIGGS. 

”  Sealed,  signed  and  delivered 
in  the  presence  of 
JOHN  H.  HARWELL,- C.  of  C.” 


Adeline  Frances  Pittman’s  mother  Abigail  Jones  was  the  daughter  of  James 
Jones  by  Sarah,  his  wife,  who  lived  in  Edgecombe  County  as  early  as  1738,  coming 
from  \  irginia.  In  1758  Halifax  (  ounty  was  formed  from  Edgecomb  County,  and  therefore 
the  will  ol  James  Jones  in  1778  is  recorded  in  Halifax  County,  although  they  had  not 
removed  from  their  original  land.  He  was  descended  from  Matthew  Jones,  living  in 
Warwick  County,  Virginia,  about  1640,  whose  wife  Elizabeth  Albrigiiton  was  sister 
to  George  Albrigiiton,  and  daughter  of  Francis  Albrigiiton.  At  the  time  of  her 
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marriage  to  Mathew  Jones  she  was  the  widow  of  National  Ridley.  James  Jones, 
the  father  of  Abigail,  was  a  planter,  and  he  had  brothers  Frederick,  John  and 
Albrighton  Jones,  also  sisters  Fereby  Phillips  and  Anne  Hancock. 

Jacob  Higgs  and  Adeline  Trances  Pittman,  his  wife,  had  the  following  family 
of  at  least  seven  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  George  Andrew  Higgs,  the  eldest  son  and  second  child,  was  horn  on  Friday,  28 
March,  1834.  He  became  Captain  of  “  G  ”  Company,  Third  N.C.  Cavalry,  C.S.A. 
He  married  Alvania,  daughter  of  William  Moore  of  Pitt  Count}',  by  whom  he 
had  no  issue.  He  died  5  January,  1878,  and  was  interred  in  Oakwood  Cemetery 
Raleigh,  N.C. 


Willie  Jones  Higgs,  second  son  of  Jacob  Higgs 
ok  Halifax  County,  N.C.,  by  Adeline  Frances 
Pittman,  iils  wife  ;  born  1836,  died  189.4. 


William  Anne  Savage,  daughter  of  Joseeii  Savage 
by  Martha  Lee  Jeggitts  his  wife,  and  wife 
of  Willie  Jones  Higgs. 


2.  Willie  (Wiley)  Jones  Higgs,  the  second  son  and  third  child,  was  born  Tuesday, 
22  August,  1836.  He  married  5  February,  1861,  William  Anne  Savage,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Savage  and  Martha  Lee  Jeggitts  his  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1840. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  John  Jeggitts  by  Elizabeth  Lewis,  whom  he  married 
in  1816,  and  this  John  Jeggitts  was  a  son  of  the  marriage  of  William  Jeggitts 
and  Ann  his  wife,  who  were  married  in  1776,  and  recorded  in  the  first  census  of 
Virginia  in  1785.  The  Jeggitts  family  was  one  of  the  old  fashionable  families 
of  Hertford  County,  North  Carolina.  They  were  of  French  (Huguenot)  descent, 
and  were  people  of  influence  in  Bertie  County  in  the  early  days. 

William  (Willia)  Anne  Savage  was  born  26  March,  1843,  and  died  18  June,  1888, 
predeceasing  her  husband  Willie  Jones  Higgs  some  six  years.  She  was  also  a  descen¬ 
dant  of  the  Dickens  family  through  the  marriage  of  her  grandfather  William  Savage 
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Leading  left  to  right.  1  op  row:  Helene  Higgs,  now  Mrs.  James  Eugene  Kirkpatrick;  Hortense  Higgs,  NOW  Mrs.  Philip 

Lorenzo  Goodson  ;  Annie  Geneva  Higgs,  now  Mrs.  Herman  Henry  Duncan. 

Bottom  row  :  Jacob  Wilson  Higgs  and  Sadie  Dickson,  his  wife. 
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to  Susannah,  the  daughter  of  William  Dickens,  one  of  the  four  sons  of  Benjamin 
Dickens,  by  Ann,  his  wife.  William  Dickens  fought  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  His 
father  Benjamin  Dickens  was  a  large  slave-owner  and  wealthy  planter  of  Halifax 
(  ounty.  At  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolutionary  War  he  was  too  old  to  serve,  but  fur¬ 
nished  large  quantities  of  supplies.  By  profession  he  was  a  civil  engineer,  and  laid 
off  the  town  of  1  arboro.  He  was  chairman  of  the  Commission  that  settled  the  line 
between  Halifax  and  Edgecombe  Counties.  He  was  father  of  four  sons  and  four 


Edward  Benjamin  Higgs  (third  son  of  Willie  Jones  Higgs  by 
William  Anne  Savage,  his  wife),  a  director  of  the  Greenville 
C  otton  Mill  and  Vice-President  of  the  Greenville 
Banking  and  Trust  Co.,  North  Carolina. 

daughters.  One  of  his  daughters  became  the  mother  of  General  Louis  Dickens  Wilson, 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  State  Legislature  from  1830-1840.  When  war  was 
started  in  Mexico  he  left  the  Legislature,  organized  a  company,  and  saw  active  service 
in  Mexico.  While  there  he  died,  and  his  body  was  brought  back  to  North  Carolina  for 
interment.  His  horse  followed  behind  the  waggon  with  bis  cavalry  boots  reversed  in 
the  saddle  stirrups.  On  the  Tarboro  commons  is  erected  a  granite  monument  to  the 
memory  of  this  soldier,  civil  engineer  and  legislator,  and  the  county  and  town  of  Wilson 
were  so  named  after  him. 
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Such  is  the  account  of  the  antecedents  and  kinship  of  the  wife  of  Willie  [ones 
Higgs,  by  whom  he  had  three  sons  and  live  daughters  : 

1.  Jacob  Wilson  Higgs,  born  23  March,  1862.  He  married  18  May,  1808  Sadie 
Dickson  (who  was  born  in  1879),  and  by  her  has  issue  three  daughters  ' 

(1)  Annie  .Geneva  (Higgs),  born  3  May,  1899.  She  married  Hekman  Hlnky 

Duncan  19  June,  1923,  and  has  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Richard  Higgs  Duncan,  born  29  July,  1924. 

(1)  Mary  Ann  (Duncan),  born  17  March,  1926. 

(2)  Helene  (Higgs),  born  29  April,  1901.  She  became  the  wife  of  James 

Eugene  Kirkpatrick  on  9  April,  1928,  and  by  him  lias  one  daughter  : 

(1)  Sarah  Helene  (Kirkpatrick),  born  21  hebruary,  1929. 


An  early  I’oKiKAif  or  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed.  Benjamin  Higgs  or  Greenvii.ee, 

N.C.,  and  Family. 

1'Kom  i.i' 11  hi  right. — Hack  how  :  I.i  i.ia  Higgs,  M  aiu.i  i- ki  it:  Higgs. 

Ikom  row:  Ann  1  tv  Higgs,  K.  H.  Higgs,  Maim  i  aim:  Higgs,  amj  Eli/aui  hi  o\  km  i 


(3)  Hortense  (Higgs),  the  youngest  daughter  of  Jacob  Wilson  Higgs  and 
Sadie  Dickson  his  wife,  was  born  13  August,  1902.  She  married  Philip 
Lorenzo  Goodson  (born  7  August,  1894)  on  24  April,  1924,  and  bv  him 
has  three  sons  : 

1.  Philip  Lorenzo  Goodson  (ii),  born  22  November,  1925. 

2.  Joseph  Higgs  Goodson,  born  30  August,  1928. 

3.  William  Stuart  Goodson,  born  21  May,  1950. 

2.  Joseph  Sidney  Higgs,  horn  14  February,  18(14  (bachelor). 

3.  Edward  Benjamin  Higgs  (entered  in  the  family  Bible  as  “  Edwin  ”,  but  always 

called  and  known  as  Edward,  born  21  July,  iSDb.  He  married  Annie  Felecia 
Shields  of  Scotland  Neck,  N.C.  (born  June,  1872),  by  whom  he  has  had  issue 
four  (laughters  : 

(1)  Marguerite  Annie  (Higgs),  horn  10  December,  1893.  She  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  \\  .  Robeici  Everett  2  April,  1924,  and  died  13  April,  1929. 
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1  iik  Humic  of  Edward  Benjamin  Higgs 
and  Family  in  Greenville,  N.C'. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ed.  Benjamin  Higgs 
and  (reading  FROM  LEFT  to  right)  their 
Daughters  : 

lii.i/.AiiKi  ii  Hir.c.s  ;  M aihi.aink:  Wiutmoke  (Hkjgs), 
wifk  ok  I. oris  Barton  Thornton,  ok 
BUFFALO,  N.Y.  ;  \N|)  I.1CL1A  SllIKI.DS  HlOCiS. 

(taken  at  Camp  Scout  Haven,  60  miles  from 
Buffalo,  2i  August,  1930.) 


Marguerite  Annie,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Edward  Benjamin  Higgs,  and  wife  of 
William  Robert  Everett  of  Palmyra,  N.C. 

She  died  13  April,  1029.  Bolton’s  American  Armory 
is  dedicated  to  her  memory. 

Portrait  at  age  of  22. 
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Marguerite  Annie  (Higgs)  Everett  was  a  graduate  of  Meredith 
College,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  of  Simmons  College,  Boston.  She  was  a  young 
woman  of  beautiful  Christian  character,  and  was  organist  at  the  Baptist 
(.  hurcli  in  Greenville.,  N.C.,  where  she  was  greatly  beloved.  She  was  un¬ 
usually  gifted,  and  rearranged  the  library  at  historic  old  Edenton,  N.C., 
and  also  at  Meredith  College.  Bolton’s  American  Armory  ’  was  dedicated 
to  her  by  the  author,  Dr.  Charles  Knowles  Bolton  of  Boston. 

(-)  Delia  Shields  (Higgs),  born  February,  1896.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Meredith 
College  and  of  the  School  of  Interior  Decoration,  N.Y. 

(3)  Madeline;  Whitmore  (Higgs),  born  1900.  She  married  5  April,  1927,  at  the 

Jefferson  Hotel,  Richmond,  Virginia,  Louis  Barton  Thornton,  son  of 
Dr.  William  I  hornton,  for  many  years  a  well-known  physician  of  Buffalo, 
New  York. 

Louis  Barton  Thornton  is  a  veteran  of  the  World  War  ;  lie  is  on  the 
b acuity  of  the  McKinley  School  for  Boys,  and  is  a  supervisor  in  the  Boy 
Scout  Organization  of  Buffalo.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Amherst  College.  His 
wife  is  a  graduate  of  Meredith  College,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  of  Simmons 
College,  Boston,  Mass. 

(4)  Elizabeth  (Higgs),  born  September,  1904.  She  is  now  of  the  Columbia 

University,  New  York  City  (1930),  and  is  a  graduate  of  Meredith  College, 
Raleigh,  N.C. 


The  three  brothers,  Jacob  Wilson  Higgs,  Joseph  Sidney  Higgs  and  Edward 
Benjamin  Higgs,  sons  of  \\  illie  Jones  Higgs,  have  been  associated  together  in  business 
as  merchants  in  Greenville,  N.C.,  for  many  years,  and  also  as  members  of  the  Greenville 
Baptist  C  hurcli,  towards  the  erection  of  which  they  contributed  generously. 

Edward  Benjamin  Higgs  has  been  a  Deacon  of  the  Church  for  many  years.  He 
has  also  served  for  several  years  in  civic  affairs  as  an  Alderman  of  Greenville,  and  upon 
the  Town  Commissions  and  Water  Commission  of  this  city.  He  is  a  director  of  the 
Greenville  Cotton  Mill  and  Vice-President  of  the  Greenville  Banking  and  Trust  Company. 

His  wife,  Annie  Felecia  Shields,  received  her  second  name  of  “  Felecia  ”  from  her 
grandmother,  Telecia  \oung,  the  daughter  of  John  Young,  who  married  a  daughter 
ol  Makmadijke  Norfleet,  in  whose  family  the  name  of  “  Felecia  "  had  been  in  use  for 
200  years.  Telecia  Young  married  Charles  Shields,  and  their  son  James  G. Shields 
married  Margaret  A.  Whitmore,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  Annie  Telecia 
Shields,  who  married  Edward  Benjamin  11k, gs. 

Margaret  A.  Whitmore  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  B.  Whitmore  and  Amelia 
Scakboko,  his  wife,  and  the  grand-daughter  of  Randal  Whitmore,  who  married 
Sallie  Hollingsworth.  Hie  Whitmore  family  came  from  Prince  George  County, 
Virginia. 

Such  are  the  antecedents  of  Annie  Telecia  Shields,  the  wife  of  Edward  Benjamin 
Higgs. 

The  live  daughters  of  Willie  Jones  Higgs  and  William  Anne  Savage,  his  wife, 
were  : 


(1)  Annie  Madeline  (Higgs),  born  6  July,  18(12.  She  married  Jesse  W.  Brown 

22  June,  1892,  and  dying  2(1  May,  1893,  left  issue  one  daughter  : 

(1)  Annie  Madeline  Higgs  (Brown),  born  21  May,  1893. 

(2)  Francis  Lee  (Higgs),  born  19  May,  1872.  She  died  unmarried. 

(3)  Emily  Pittman  (Higgs),  born  25  December,  1880.  She  married  Theodore 

Warrington  Skinner  of  Danville,  Virginia,  11  May,  1904,  and  by  him  has 
three  sons  : 

1.  Theodore  Warrington  Skinner  (ii),  born  15  April,  1905. 

2.  Sidney  Higgs  Skinner,  born  15  January,  1907. 

3.  Jacob  Edward  Skinner,  born  3  February,  1909. 

She  married  secondly  a  Mr.  B.  T.  Rouse. 
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(4)  Susan  Novella  (Higgs),  born  29  August,  1875.  She  graduated  from  Mount  de 
Sales  Convent,  Baltimore,  Md.,  with  the  class  of  1894.  She  was  winner  of  the 
Scholarship  Medal,  also  the  Medal  for  Deportment.  On  20  January  1897 
she  married  Jesse  Rountree  Move  (son  of  Mr.  A.  1).  Move  and  Martha  Jane 
Brown  his  wife),  who  was  born  near  Greenville,  N.C.,  21  October,  1858.  The 
ceremony  was  performed  at  Greenville  by  the  Rev.  N.  M.  Watson. 

The  Moye  family  have  resided  in  what  is  now  Pitt  County,  North  Carolina, 
for  nearly  two  centuries.  T  hey  are  descended  from  John  Moye  (and  Dorothy 
Davies  his  wife),  a  French  Huguenot,  early  settlers  of  Lynnhaven  Parish, 
Lower  Norfolk  County,  Virginia,  in  1636,  and  who  were  of  the  ancient  Le 
Moyne  family  of  Saint  Lo,  in  Normandy,  which  produced  Jacques  Le  Moyne, 
the  Huguenot  artist  who  explored  America  with  Jean  Bibault  in  1562, 
Jeane  Baptiste  Le  Moyne,  the  founder  of  New  Orleans,  La.,  and  his  brother 
Pierre  d’Iberville  Le  Moyne,  the  founder  of  Biloxi,  Missouri. 

Jesse  Rountree  Moye  is  also  a  descendant  of  John  Jenkins,  the  third 
Colonial  Governor  of  North  Carolina;  of  Capt.  George  Moye,  Revolutionary 


Annie  Madeline  Higgs  Brown,  born  21  May,  1893,  only 
child  ok  Jessie  W.  Brown  and  Annie  Madeline, 
DAUGHTER  OK  WlLLlE  JONES  HlGGS,  HIS  WIKE. 


I. 


(I) 


Patriot  who  gave  six  sons  to  America’s  Cause  for  Freedom,  three  of  whom  were 
officers  ;  and  of  Jesse  Rountree,  Lawyer  and  Revolutionary  Patriot. 

Of  this  marriage  there  have  been  two  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

Joseph  Sydney  Moye,  born  24  April,  1905,  at  Greenville,  N.C.  He  attended 
the  Virginia  Military  Institute  at  Lexington,  Va.,  1923-1924  ;  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.,  with  the  Class  of 
1927.  Member  of  Sigma  Nu,  Alpha  Psi,  and  Gorgon’s  Head  Fraternities, 
and  is  now  working  for  the  Chatham-Phcenix  National  Bank  in  New  York 
City. 

Jacob  Ildwin  Higgs  Moye,  born  25  April,  1909.  He  died  in  infancy  2(1 
June  of  that  3'ear. 

Novella  Higgs  (Moye),  the  eldest  daughter  of  Jesse  Rountree  Moye  by 
Susan  Novella  Higgs  his  wife,  was  born  in  Greenville,  N.C.,  29  March, 
1898.  She  is  a  graduate  of  St.  Mary’s  School,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  1918.  On’ 
23  October,  1924,  she  married  Edward  Sutheklin  Williams  (World  War 
veteran)  by  whom  she  has  a  son  : 

1.  Edward  Sutherlin  Williams  (ii),  born  20  December,  1928. 

They  reside  in  Greenville,  N.C. 


(2)  Jesse  Rountree  (Move),  the  second  daughter  of  Jesse  Rountree  Moye  by 
Susan  Novella  Higgs  his  wife,  was  born  24  January,  1901,  at  Greenville, 
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Theodore  Wak king  ion 
oe  Danvji.ee, 
Virginia. 


Skinner, 


-C5 


Kmilv  Pittman  Higgs,  born 
December,  1880.  She  married 
SECONDLY  Mr.  P.  T.  Kousii. 


Sydney  Higgs 
Skinner, 
born 

17  January,  djc 
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Theodore;  Warrington 
Skinner,  Jun., 
born  15  April,  1905. 


Jacob  Edward  Skinner, 
born  3  February,  1909, 
graduated  University 
of  North  Carolina,  1930. 
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N.C.  She  attended  St.  Mary’s  School,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  1918,  and  graduated 
from  Penn  Hall,  Chambersberg,  Pa.,  in  1920  ;  a  pupil  of  Albert  Jeannotte, 
vocal  teacher  and  coach  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera  in  New  York  City  for 
three  years. 

(3)  Martha  Emily  (Moye)  is  the  third  and  youngest  daughter  of  Jesse  Rountree 
Moye  by  Susan  Novella  Higgs  his  wife.  She  was  born  in  Greenville, 
12  December,  1903  ;  a  graduate  of  Salem  College,  Winston  Salem,  N.C.,  in 
1924  ;  a  member  of  Theta  Delta  Pi  Sorority.  She  married  George  hoRBES 
Hadley  17  November,  1926.  They  reside  in  Greenville,  N.C. 

(5)  Belle  Jordan  (Higgs)  was  the  fifth  daughter  of  Willie  (Wiley)  Jones  Higgs 
and  William  Anne  Savage  his  wife.  She  was  born  21  June,  1878,  and  died 
7  September,  1879. 

3.  James  Allan  Higgs  was  the  third  son  and  the  fourth  child  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii) 
and  Adeline  Frances  Pittman,  his  wife.  He  was  born  near  Scotland  Neck, 
Halifax  County,  N.C.,  on  7  October,  1839,  and  died  in  Raleigh,  N.C.,  5  December, 
1928,  where  he  was  interred  in  the  Oakwood  Cemetery.  He  married  14  April, 
1868,  Martha  (Pattie)  Washington  Sherwood  in  Warenton,  N.C.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Bailor  Richardson  Sherwood,  and  was  born  in  Nottoway  County, 
Va.,  13  September,  1849,  and  died  at  Raleigh,  N.C.,  on  30  April,  1928,  where  she 
was  interred  in  the  Oakwood  Cemetery. 

Martha  (Pattie)  Washington  Sherwood,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Allan 
Higgs,  was  a  very  beautiful  woman  of  the  brunette  type  ;  a  woman  of  strong  personality 
and  intellectual  attainments.  She  was  educated  in  I)r.  Wilcox’s  school  at  Warrenton, 
the  family  having  moved  from  Nottoway  County,  Virginia,  to  Warren  County,  North 
Carolina,  when  she  was  a  girl.  Her  father,  Bailor  Richardson  Sherwood,  had  two 
brothers,  Augustine  Lee  Sherwood  and  Claudius  Sherwood,  and  they  were  the  sons 
of  Isaac  Sherwood  of  Virginia,  by  his  second  wife,  Martha,  the  daughter  of  (apt. 
John  Lee,  who  was  one  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  for  York  County,  Virginia,  1774  7*4 
and  was  in  the  Continental  Army  from  1776-81.  Martha  (Pattie)  Washington 
Sherwood’s  mother  was  Martha  Thomas  Ellington  of  Prince  Edward  Cbunty, 
Virginia,  the  daughter  of  Branch  Henry  Ellington  and  his  wife,  Mary  Scott  Walton, 
daughter  of  William  Scott  Walton,  and  his  wife  Mary  Womack,  who  was  a  daughter 
of  Nathan  (?)  Womack  of  Cumberland  County,  Virginia.  William  Scott  Walton 
was  the  son  of  George  Walton  by  Martha  Hughes,  son  of  George  Walton  by 
Martha  the  daughter  of  Robert  Hughes,  whom  he  married  in  1749  in  Prince  Edward 
County.  George  Walton,  who  married  Martha  Hughes,  was  uncle  of  the  George 
Walton  whose  signature  is  upon  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  from  Georgia,  and 
he  was  executor  of  his  brother  Robert  Walton’s  will,  the  father  of  George  Walton 
who  moved  to  Georgia  on  the  Savannah  River,  anti  the  division  of  his  father  s  estate 
was  made  in  1772. 

Branch  Henry  Ellington,  the  maternal  grandfather  of  Martha  (Pattie)  Washing¬ 
ton  Sherwood,  was  the  son  of  William,  who  was  the  son  of  John  Ellington  of  Prince 
Edward  County,  Virginia,  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier.  Such  is  the  interesting  record 
of  the  antecedents  of  the  wife  of  James  Allan  Higgs,  to  whom  he  was  married  by  the 
Rev.  Theodore  Kingsbury  14  April,  1868,  upon  his  return  from  the  war,  after  serving 
with  the  Confederate  Army.  In  the  following  year  they  went  to  live  at  Raleigh,  N.C., 
where  they  resided  until  their  decease,  and  became  widely  known  and  greatly  respected. 
Martha  (Pattie)  Washington  (Sherwood)  Higgs  celebrated  her  sixtieth  anniversary 
of  her  wedding  day  on  14  April,  1928,  by  taking  her  first  airplane  flight  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia,  when  upon  a  visit  to  their  son  James  Allan  Higgs,  jun. 

The  life  of  James  Allan  Higgs  (third  son  of  Jacob  Higgs  [iij)  is  decidedly  interesting. 
Born  as  stated  previously  near  to  Scotland  Neck,  Halifax  County,  N.C.,  7  October, 
1839,  he  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  that  locality,  and  at  Vine  Hill  Academy  in  the 
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Jesse  Rountree  Moye 
of  Greenville,  N.C. 


Susan  Novella  Higgs,  wife  of  Jesse 
Rountree  Moye  an  A  daughter  of 
Wiley  Jones  llious. 


J osEi’ii  Sydney  Moye,  son  of  Jesse  Rountree  Moye  of  Greenville, 
N.C.,  ey  Susan  Novella  Higgs,  ms  wife. 
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Novklla  Higgs  Moye,  wife  of  Edward 
Sutherlin  Williams  oe 
GREEN  VI LLE,  N.C'. 


Edward  Sutherlin  Williams  (ii),  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  1C.  S.  Williams,  grandson 
oe  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Moye. 


Jesse  Rountree  Moye,  second  daughter 
oe  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  R.  Moye. 


Martha  Emily  Moye,  wife  of  George 
Forbes  Hadley  of  Greenville. 
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town  oi  Scotland  Neck.  He  then  worked  in  connection  with  the  store  of  Higgs  & 
Pittman,  which  had  been  established  by  his  father  Jacob  for  his  sons,  the  boys  living 
in  the  home  built  by  the  father  for  their  residence.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
original  Scotland  Neck  Mounted  Rifle  Corps,  which  was  organized  1  November,  185P. 
(John  Brown  had  raided  Harper’s  Ferry  Arsenal,  and  troops  were  being  organized.) 
When  war  came,  this  company  was  mustered  in  as  Company  G,  3rd  North  Carolina 
Cavalry,  and  afterwards  formed  a  part  of  the  41st  Regiment  of  the  Confederate  States 

,  ,  \ 


Iambs  Allan  Higgs  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina, 
1830  1928,  at  the  age  of  28. 


Army.  His  eldest  brother,  George  Andrew  Higgs,  went  out  as  Lieutenant,  and  was 
elected  to  the  rank  of  captain  while  at  ('amp  Winslow,  near  to  Wilmington,  N.C.  They 
furnished  their  own  horses  throughout  the  war,  accoutrements,  etc.,  and  had  theii  own 
body  servants  mounted. 

James  Allan  Higgs  was  in  the  Battles  of  White  Swamp,  Deep  Bottom,  Hanover 
County,  Virginia  ;  at  the  Battle  of  Yellow  Tavern,  Davis’s  Farm,  etc.  He  was  also 
present,  and  served  with  Lee’s  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  and  was  near  Appamattox 
when  Lee  surrendered.  After  the  war  the  brothers  returned  home  to  plantations  left 
without  slaves  to  work,  and  desolation  reigned  everywhere.  During  the  trying  days  of 
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reconstruction  they  lost  their  property,  and  the  sons  had  to  begin  life  over  again.  George 
Andrew  Higgs  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Halifax  Co.  James  Allan  Higgs  went 
to  Warrenton,  where  he  engaged  in  business,  and  then  married  Martha  (Patti e) 
Washington  Sherwood,  settling  in  Raleigh,  N.O.,  in  1869.  James  Allan  Higgs  then 
represented  a  Baltimore  firm  for  twenty  years,  and  then  became  himself  a  successful 
business  man  and  merchant.  In  1900  he  was  awarded  the  Cross  of  Honour  by  the 
United  Daughters  of  Confederacy  at  Raleigh.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Hirst  Baptist 
Church  in  Raleigh  for  many  years,  and  passed  away  in  his  ninetieth  year.  He  was  a 
man  of  remarkable  personality,  and  was  interested  in  people  and  in  current  events  until 
the  end.  It  was  his  custom  to  meet  old  comrades  in  the  Capitol  Square  and  to  talk 
over  the  events  of  the  day,  and  recall  the  days  when  he  and  they  had  fought  side  by  side 


Maltha  (I’aihi.)  Washington  Sherwood, 
w  111  ok  Jami  s  Allan  Minus, 
at  tlit1  aj»(‘  of  1O. 

during  the  War  Between  the  States.  James  Allan  Higgs  had  been  a  crack  rider,  and 
when  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg  was  being  fought,  Higgs  and  his  company  were  assigned 
to  the  task  of  guarding  the  bridge  below  Ashland  in  Virginia. 

One  of  the  proudest  moments  of  his  life  was  the  occasion  when  he  was  called  upon 
to  come  forward  on  Armistice  Day,  1927,  then  aged  88  years,  to  receive  from  Col. 
William  J.  Joyner  the  Cross  of  Service  presented  by  the  United  Daughters  of  Con¬ 
federacy  for  his  son  Lieut.  James  Allan  Higgs,  jun.,  awarded  for  “the  most  distin¬ 
guished  service  in  the  World  War  by  a  lineal  descendant  of  a  Civil  War  soldier  ”.  His  son, 
Lieut.  James  Allan  Higgs,  who  received  the  Distinguished  Service  Cross  of  the  United 
States  Army,  and  the  Medal  of  Honour  of  the  Aero  Club  of  America  for  distinguished 
service  with  the  7th  Balloon  Company  of  the  5th  Army  Corps  of  the  Air  Service  Balloon 
Division,  was  unable  to  come  from  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  was  then  stationed,  to 
receive  the  award  in  person.  With  trembling  steps  the  white-haired  veteran  mounted 
to  the  rostrum  escorted  by  two  sturdy  boy  scouts,  while  the  vast  audience  rose  to  its 
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feet  with  one  accord  in  deafening  applause  for  both  the  father  and  the  son  who  had  so 
gallantly  served  their  country,  and  only  did  that  applause  die  down  when  Col.  Joyner 
began  to  speak,  and  to  relate  the  deeds  of  bravery  enacted  by  James  Allan  Higgs, 
jun.,  at  numerous  stations  up  and  down  the  battle  front  in  France.  The  aged  father 
then  expressed  his  thanks  in  a  few  appropriate  words  and  was  then  escorted  to  a  seat  of 
honour  upon  the  rostrum. 

The  family  of  James  Allan  Higgs  and  Martha  (Pattie)  Washington  Sherwood, 
his  wife,  were  as  follows— four  sons  and  four  daughters  : 

1.  Sherwood  Higgs,  born  at  Raleigh,  N.C.,  educated  at  Morson  &  Denson’s 
School  for  Boys,  Raleigh,  and  at  Horner’s  Military  College,  Oxford,  N.C.  He 
became  a  prominent  merchant  in  Raleigh  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then  later 
went  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  where  he  became  a  Cotton  Goods  Broker.  He  married 
Lucy  Clark  Hawkins  of  Raleigh  on  17  April,  1895,  at  the  home  of  her  father, 
I)r.  Win  .iam  J.  Hawkins,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Right  Rev. 
Joseph  B.  Cheshire,  Bishop  of  North  Carolina,  and  I)r.  I.  Mclv.  Pittinger 
of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd. 

Dr.  William  J.  Hawkins  was  President  of  the  Raleigh  &  Gaston  Railroad, 
and  his  daughter  Lucy  was  by  his  third  wife  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  Andrew 
White  of  Pottsville,  Pa.,  by  Frances  Clarke  his  wife  of  N.C.  (March,  1830). 
Dr.  W.  J.  Hawkins’s  father  was  John  Davis  Hawkins,  the  son  of  John 
Hawkins,  who  was  son  of  Philemon  Hawkins  (born  1717  and  died  10  Sep¬ 
tember,  1801).  He  lived  first  in  Gloucester  County,  Virginia,  later  moving  to 
Bute  County,  N.C.,  in  that  part  which  is  now  known  as  Franklin  County. 
Philemon  Hawkins  was  a  Colonel  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  served  at 
the  Battle  of  Alamance  16  May,  1771  ;  he  was  also  a  Member  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  thirteen  years,  as  well  as  a  member  of  the  Convention  ratifying 
the  National  Constitution.  He  married  Delia  Martin,  who  died  20  August, 

1794-  ,  ., 

Lucy  Clark  Hawkins  (D.A.R.)  is  a  great  niece  of  Governor  William 

Hawkins  of  North  Carolina.  By  her  Sherwood  Higgs  had  the  following 
family  of  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Sherwood  Higgs,  born  at  Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  educated  at  the  Columbia 
Military  School  in  Tennessee  ;  Sigma  Nil  Greek  Letter  Fraternity,  Georgia 
School  of  Technology.  He  is  now  (1930)  an  officer  in  the  U.S.  Merchant 
Marine. 

(1)  Lucy  Hawkins  (Higgs),  born  at  Raleigh,  N.C.,  is  the  elder  daughter  of 

Sherwood  Higgs  by  Lucy  Clark  Hawkins  his  wife.  She  was  educated  in 
private  schools  in  Atlanta,  Georgia,  and  at  Washington  Seminary,  Atlanta. 
During  the  World  War  she  served  with  the  American  Red  Cross  in  their 
hospitalization  work,  and  was  also  active  in  welfare  work.  On  7  July,  1927, 
she  became  the  wife  of  Nathaniel  Cooper  Kendrick  of  Rochester,  New 
York,  and  now  at  Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Maine.  Psi  U.  Greek  Letter 
Fraternity’.  Nathaniel  Cooper  Kendrick  is  son  of  Ryi.and  C.  Kendrick, 
and  grandson  of  Dr.  George  Frank  Cooper  of  Americas,  Georgia,  and  Dr. 
Asahei.  Kendrick  of  Rochester,  N.Y.,  one  of  the  Founders  of  the  Lniversity 
of  that  city.  Of  this  marriage  there  is  one  son  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Thomas  Ryi.and  Kendrick. 

(1)  Ann  (Kendrick). 

(2)  Frances  Sherwood  (Higgs),  the  second  daughter  of  Sherwood  Higgs  and 

Lucy  Clark  Hawkins  his  wife,  was  born  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  She  attended 
St.  Mary’s  School,  Raleigh,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  Washington  Seminary, 
Atlanta,  Georgia.  She  became  the  wife  of  Dr.  Charles  Floyd  Woodard, 
of  the  U.S.  Navy,  and.  of  Black  Mountain,  N.C.,  now  stationed  at  Parris 
Island,  South  Carolina.  Of  this  marriage  there  is  one  son  : 

1.  Charles  Floyd  Woodard  (ii).‘ 

2.  Allan  Pittman  Sherwood  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  James  Allan  Higgs  and 
Martha  (Pattie:)  Washington  Sherwood  his  wife,  was  born  at  Raleigh,  N.C. 
He  was  educated  at  Morson  &  Denson’s  School  for  Boys  at  Raleigh  and  at 
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J.  Sin. rwooj)  Higgs  oi  Atlanta.  Gko-rgia,  with  his  son  Sherwood  IIigg 


Sh  lot  wood  Higgs,  Jun.,  ok  Atlanta,  Georgia,  now  in  the 
MERCANTILE  MARINE  SERVICE  OK  thk  U  S. A.  (1030). 
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Homei  s  Military  School  at  Oxford,  N.C.  He  died  unmarried  8  October 
I  ()1 2. 

3.  Lloyd  Jackson  Higgs  was  the  third  son  of  James  Allan  Higgs  and  Martha 
(Tattie)  Washington  Sherwood  his  wife/  He 'was  born  in  18.84  and  died 
24  June,  1885. 


Jamks  Allan  Higc.s  (ii),  First  Lieutenant,  3R0  i Walloon  Squadron,  IJ.S. 

Air  Service,  and  later  Officer  Commanding  7m  Balloon  Co. 

Awarded  Distinguished  Service  Cross,  IJ.S. A.,  also  Cross  of  Military 
Service  Overseas  of  the  United  Daughters  of  Confederacy  and  Medal  of 
1  lonor-Acro  Club  of  America. 

4.  Ja.vils  Allan  Higgs  (ii)  was  the  youngest  son  of  Jamks  Ai  t  ax  Higgs  and  Martha 
( Patti k)  Washington  Sherwood  his  wife.  He  was  born  in  Raleigh,  N.C., 
2  March,  1888,  and  was  educated  in  the  Public  Schools  of  Raleigh  ;  B  E.  North 
Carolina  State  College'  ol  Agriculture  and  Engineering  Arts,  Raleigh,  190b; 
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Master  of  Engineering,  1910  ;  at  the  State  College  of  Agriculture  and  Engi¬ 
neering.  Kappa  Sigma  Greek  Letter  Fraternity  ;  Phi  Kappa  Phi  (Honorary)  ; 
a  member  of  the  American  Legion,  Atlanta  Fraternity,  Post  No.  1,  of  the  North 
Carolina  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  ;  of  the  Army  and  Navy  Legion  of 
\  aloi,  U.S.A.  ;  of  the  Atlanta  Athletic  C  lub  ;  Piedmont  Lodge  #  447  F.  and 
A.M.,  Atlanta,  Georgia  ;  Scottish  Rite  Mason,  Atlantic  Consistory.  He  was  a 
civil  engineer  with  the  Southern  Railroad,  Western  Division,  Knoxville,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  In  August,  1917,  he  volunteered  and  enlisted  at  the  U.S.  Training 


Lieut.  James  Allan  Higgs,  observing  “  Somewhere  over  France  ” 
3000  FEET  UR  DURING  THE  WORLD  WAR. 


Camp  at  Port  Myer,  near  Washington,  D.C.,  and  volunteered  for  service  in  the 
Balloon  Division  of  the  Air  Force.  He  was  assigned  to  the  7th  Balloon  Company 
oi  the  5th  Army  Corps,  and  served  overseas  from  3  December,  1917,  to  11 
December,  1918. 

He  received  the  Aero  Club  of  America  Medal  (one  of  the  eight  only  balloon 
observers  to  receive  this  distinction),  and  he  was  also  awarded  the  Distinguished 
Service  Cross. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  citation  for  D.S.C.  as  listed  in  American 
Decorations  compiled  in  the  Office  of  the  Adjutant-General  and  as  published 
by  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  War  : 
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“  Higgs,  James  Allan,  junior. 

“  Near  Pont-a-Mousson,  I ''ranee,  31  July  and  21  August,  1918  ;  and  near 
Gesnes,  France,  29  October,  1918. 

“  R.  Raleigh  N.C. 

“  B.  Raleigh  N.C. 

“  GO.  No.  126,  W.D.  1919. 

“  First  Lieutenant,  3rd  Balloon  Squadron,  Air  Service. 

‘  O11  31  July,  near  Pont-a-Mousson,  he  was  carrying  on  a  general  surveillance 
of  his  sector  from  his  balloon  with  a  French  soldier  when  an  enemy  plane  dived 
from  a  cloud  and  opened  tire  on  the  balloon.  In  imminent  danger,  he  remained 
in  the  basket  until  he  had  helped  his  French  comrade,  after  whom  he  himself 
jumped. 

“  On  21  August,  in  the  same  sector,  he  was  performing  an  important  mission, 
regulating  tire.  Enemy  planes  attacked  and  with  great  gallantry  he  remained 
in  the  basket  until  his  assistant  had  jumped. 

“  On  29  October,  near  Gesnes,  lie  was  conducting  a  reglage  from  the  basket 
with  a  student  observer.  Attacked  by  enemy  planes,  after  his  balloon  was 
burning  he  would  not  quit  his  post  until  lie  had  assisted  his  companion  to 
escape.  In  each  of  the  foregoing  instances  Lieutenant  Higgs  at  once  re¬ 
ascended  in  a  new  balloon.” 

His  military  record  (on  the  reverse  side  of  his  Honourable  Discharge  from 
the  Army)  is  given  here  as  the  official  record  of  his  service  during  the  World 
Conflict  : 

“At  the  Office  of  the  Director  of  Military  Aeronautics,  Washington,  DC. 
9  January,  1919. 

“Battles,  engagements,  skirmishes:  With  43rd  and  69th  Balloon  Cos. 
(French)  15  January,  1918,  to  25  February,  1918,  on  front  between  Soi'ssons  and 
Elieims,  near  Pontavert  at  La  Fcrt-sous-Jouarre  and  Pont  St.  Maxence. 

“23  I uly  to  to  August,  1918:  Toul  Sector  near  Pont-a-Mousson.  Observer 
7th  Balloon  U.S.A. 

“  1  September  to  20  September:  St.  Mihiel  Battle.  Extreme  left  flank  east 
Sommedieue,  attached  to  66th  Heavy  Artillery,  5th  Army  Corps,  and  directly 
behind  15th  Colonials  (French)  and  2(>th  Division,  U.S.A. ,  21  September  to 
11  November. 

“  Argonne-Meusse  Battle. 

“Attached  successively  to  Divisions  of  the  5th  Army  Corps  as  follows: 
37th,  32nd  and  89th. 

“  Medals  awards  :  Citation  31  July,  1918,  Griscourt,  Toul  Sector  ;  awarded 
27  March,  1919. 

“Distinguished  Service  Cross:  Citation  31  July,  1918,  at  Pont-a-Mousson, 
Toul  Sector  ;  awarded  25  November,  1918. 

War  service  chevrons  authorized  :  Six  months’  service  23  June,  1918. 

“  Remarks  :  Balloon  Observer  attached  to  and  later  in  command  7th 
Balloon  Co.,  U.S.A.,  during  11  Company  operations  on  the  Front. 

“  Forced  parachute  jumps  account  German  aeroplane  attacks  30  July,  21 
August,  17  September  and  29  October,  1918.” 

Was  awarded  the  Cross  of  Military  Service  Overseas,  by  the  United 
Daughters  of  the  Confederacy,  11  November,  1927,  as  a  son  of  a  Confederate 
Soldier. 

Member  of  St.  Luke’s  Church,  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Married  5  June,  1913,  to  Mary  Clare  Marbuky,  at  Reform,  Alabama. 
Issue  : 

James  Allan  Higgs  (iii),  born  3  January,  1915. 

Caswell  Marbuky  Higgs,  born  15  October,  1921. 

Residence  :  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

Mary  Clare  Marbuky  married  James  Allan  Higgs  (ii)  in  Alabama  in 
1913.  She  is  a  direct  descendant  of  Richard  Caswell  (1729  89),  who  was 
first  Governor  of  North  Carolina  after  the  Revolution.  He  was  re-elected  six 
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times.  He  was  surveyor,  lawyer,  legislator,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  Colonial 
1  reasurer,  Delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress,  President  of  the  Provincial 
Congress,  Brigadier-General,  Major-General,  Chairman  of  the  Council  Extra¬ 
ordinary,  Speaker  of  the  Senate,  Comptroller-General  and  Governor  and  a 
man  more  honoured  by  the  people  of  North  Carolina  than  any  other  citizen 
before  or  since  his  day.  As  a  statesman,  his  patriotism  was  unquestioned 
discernment  was  quick,  his  judgment  sound  ;  and  as  a  soldier  his  courage  was 
undaunted,  his  vigilance  untiring  and  his  success  triumphant.” 

Her  descent  is  traced  as  follows  : 

Richard  Caswell,  born  in  Maryland  3  August,  1729;  married  Mary 
McEiavain,  his  first  wife,  31  March,  1752;  died  20  December,  1789. 
Married  in  Dobbs  County.  A  monument  is  erected  to  him  in  the  centre 
of  the  county  seat,  Kinston  (Kingston),  a  bronze  marker  erected  by  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  and  his  grave  is  marked  on  his 
plantation. 

William  Caswell,  Brigadier-General,  his  son,  born  29  September,  1754, 
married  Gorotiia  McFlvain,  and  were  parents  of — 

William  Richard  Caswell,  who  married  Sarah  Lytle:  27  November, 
iSob  (daughter  of  General  James  Lytle).  He  died  5  May,  1810,  in’ 
Tennessee,  and  by  his  wife,  who  died  2  July,  1862,  left  a  daughter  : 

Jam:  Fi.iza  Caswell  (born  16  March,  1808),  who  married  John  R.  Grundy 
(son  of  Felix  Grundy,  Attorney-General  and  U.S.  Senator,  Tennessee) 
12  May,  1825.  She  died  7  June,  1887,  and  her  husband  passed  away 
5  June,  1836.  Their  daughter: 

Mary  Eliza  Grundy,  born  1  September,  182(1,  married  Phillip  H.  Mak- 
rury  from  North  Carolina  (his  second  wife),  and  dying  14  November, 
18(13,  left  by  her  husband,  who  died  25  July,  18(17,  a  son  : 

John  Grundy  Maruury,  born  30  May,  i8(>2,  and  married  28  May,  1889, 
Fui.a  B.  Carson,  daughter  of  John  James  Carson,  who  served  as  a 
Private  (  .S.A.  (mustered  into  the  army  by  Jefekkson  Davis,  President 
of  the  Confederacy),  and  was  in  “  D”  Company,  12th  Georgia  Regiment, 
Doles  Brigade.  Private  Carson  drove  the  ambulance  from  the  Field 
Hospital  to  Guinea  Station,  Virginia,  with  General  Jackson,  he  having 
been  shot  by  accident  by  Iris  own  men,  General  Jackson  having  been 
brought  from  the  place  where  he  was  shot  at  Chancellorville  to  the  Field 
Hospital  by  1  .  J.  Capps  of  Sneeds  Ferry,  .Onslow  County,  N.C.  Private 
(  arson  was  from  Pike  County,  Georgia).  Of  this  marriage  was — 

Many  (  lake:  Marhuky,  who  became  the  wife  of  James  Allen  Higos  (ii), 
and  so  tin'  descent  of  their  two  children  is  traced  through  their  mother 
from  the  renowned  first  Governor  of  Nortli  Carolina  Richard  Caswell 
(1729  89). 

The  four  (laughters  of  James  Allan  Higgs  and  Martha  (Pattie)  Washington 
Sherwood,  his  wife,  were: 


(1)  Martha  Adeline:  Higgs  of  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  Daughter  of  the  American 

Revolution,  Genealogist  of  the  Caswell-Nash  Chapter,  D.A.R.  Registrar  of  the 
Johnston  Pettigrew  Chapter  of  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy, 
American  Legion  Auxilliaire,  Episcopalian  ;  she  was  educated  at  St.  Mary’s 
(Episcopalian)  School,  Raleigh  Mt.  de  Sales,  near  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and 
was  teacher  of  kindergarten  music.  She  is  now  connected  with  the  State 
Government.  It  is  she  who  has  compiled  this  valuable  record  of  the  Higgs 
family  settled  in  Maryland,  Virginia,  Georgia  and  North  Carolina. 

(2)  Sarah  McDaniel  Higgs,  born  at  Raleigh,  N.(  .,  and  died  there  aged  4  years. 

(3)  Jessamine  Max  Higgs,  born  Raleigh.  A  graduate  of  St.  Mary’s  School,  Raleigh  ; 

Southern  Conservatory  of  Music,  D.A.R.,  U.D.C.  She  married  17  April,  1907, 
HEnxx  (  aspe.r  \\  aim  er  of  W  ashington,  D.C.  (B.F.  Worcester  Polytechnic, 
Professor  of  Electric  Engineering  at  Worcester  Polytechnic,  Mass.  ;  Phi  Gamma 
Delta  Greek  Letter  Fraternity:  Chapter  Pi;  Iota,  Worcester  Polytechnic, 
Mass.  ;  Professor  of  Electrical  Engineering  at  the  College  of  Agriculture  and 
Engineering,  Raleigh,  N.C.  ;  Purdue  University,  La  Fayette,  Indiana  ;  now 
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Miss  Martha  Aihii. ink  Higgs,  eldest  daughter  ok  Jamks  Allan 
Higgs  ok  Raleigh,  N.  Carolina,  by  Martha  (Hattie) 
Washington  Sherwood,  his  wiki;. 


Jessamin],  May,  thiko  daughter  of  James  Allan  Higgs  and  wike  of 
Henry  Casper  Walter  of  Washington,  D.C. 
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designing  Electrical  Engineer  with  the  Fairbanks  Morse  Co.  of  Indianapolis, 
Indiana).  The  marriage  was  solemnized  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  McK.  Rutenger, 
of  the  Church  of  the  Good  Shepherd,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  and  of  this  union  two  sons 
have  been  born  : 

1.  Henry  Casper  Walter,  jun.,  born  20  September,  1909,  in  Raleigh,  N.C.  He 

died  19  July,  1927,  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 

2.  James  Sherwood  Walter,  born  27  March,  1917. 


1  sC 


Emily  Gertrude,  youngest  daughter  ok  |.\mks  Allan  IIiggs  or 
Raleigh,  N.  Carolina,  ky  Martha  (Rathe)  Washington 
Sherwood,  his  wiki*:,  and  wike  ok  Gi  i.h e rt  Elliott 
Smith  ok  Somerville,  New  Jersey. 


Jessamine  May  Higgs  is  the  second  wife  of  Henry  Casper  Wai  ier,  lie 
having  been  previously  married  to  Miss  Eva  Dunhar  of  St.  Mary  City  (Ridge), 
Maryland,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  : 

1.  John  Harold  Walter,  a  graduate  of  Rurdue  University  Class  of  1928,  and 
now  Assistant  System  Engineer  of  the  Milwaukee  Rower  Light  Company, 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  married  to  Miss  Charlotte:  Norton  of  Indiana. 
(4)  Hie  fourth  and  youngest  daughter  of  James  Allan  Higgs  and  Martha  (Rattte) 
Washinton  Sherwood  his  wife  was  Emily  Gertrude  Higgs,  born  at  Raleigh, 
N.C .,  and  educated  at  St.  Mary’s  School,  Raleigh.  She  married  22  April,  1908, 
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Gilbert  Elliott  Smith,  son  of  Mr.  Ben  Gordon  Smith  and  Louise  Hill,  his 
wife  of  Scotland  Neck,  N.C.,  and  nephew  of  Mr.  Peter  Smith,  engineer  and 
builder  of  the  Confederate  Ram  “Albemarle”,  used  in  the  War  Between  the 
.States,  1861-1865.  He  is  a  descendant  of  the  Hon.  Whitmel  Hill,  Bertie 
County,  North  Carolina  (1743  1797).  Delegate  (1778-1781)  Continental 
Congress.  Gilbert  Elliott  Smith  is  now  living  in  Somerville,  New  Jersey, 
and  by  his  wife  Emily  Gertrude  Higgs  has  the  following  family — -one  son  and 
two  daughters  : 

1.  Gilbert  Elliott  Smith,  jun.,  born  at  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  1914. 

(1)  Patti e  Sherwood  Smith,  born  at  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  1909,  a  graduate  of 
St.  Mary’s  Junior  College,  Raleigh,  N.C.  ;  graduate  of  Barnard  College, 
Columbia  University,  N.Y.  ;  Class  of  1930. 

(2  Jessamine  Higgs  Smith,  born  at  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  1917. 

Having  dealt  with  the  descendants  of  James  Allan  Higgs,  the  third  son  of  Jacob 
;gs  (ii),  we  now  return  to  the  fourth  son  : 

4.  Jacob  Higgs  (iii),  who  also  served  in  the  Confederate  States  Army  during  the  War 
Between  the  States,  1861  1865.  Born  near  Scotland  Neck,  Halifax  County,  10 
December,  1841,  he  was  educated  at  the  Vine  Hill  Academy,  and  was  at  Von 
Bi  'ockbrough  Military  Academy  at  Catonsville,  near  Baltimore,  Maryland,  when  he 
heard  that  South  Carolina  had  seceded,  and  went  straight  from  school  with  other 
boys  to  South  Carolina  and  joined  the  Palmetto  Guards,  but  when  the  Scotland 
Neck  Mounted  Riflemen  went  out  to  war  they  returned  to  North  Carolina,  and  he 
enlisted  with  them  23  April,  1861.  On  31  December,  1868,  he  married  Sallie  H. 
McDaniel,  by  whom  he  had  one  son  : 

1.  Dempsey  Pittman  McDaniel  Higgs,  who  married  twice  and  died  1898. 

After  his  wife’s  decease  he  married  a  second  time  to  Laura  Sorrell,  by  whom 
he  had  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Laura  Higgs.  She  married  James  Iredell,  by  whom  she  had  a  son  and  two 

daughters  : 

1.  James  Iredell. 

(1)  Martha  Iredell. 

(2)  Ann. 

(2)  Jennie  Higgs. 

Jacob  Higgs  (iii)  died  12  November,  1882. 


5  Joseph  Benjamin  Higgs  was  the  lifth  son  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  by  Adeline  Frances 
Pittman,  his  wife.  He  was  born  12  March,  1844.  He  married  Mary  Dorcas 
Blow  of  Greenville,  Pitt  County,  N.C.  She  was  a  (laughter  of  Dr.  William  Blow 
and  his  wife  Dorcas  Marsters,  and  died  in  China  6  February,  1923,  while  visiting 
her  daughter.  Joseph  Benjamin  Higgs  was  attached  to  the  Signal  Corps  C.S.A. 
at  hort  Caswell,  N.C.  Upon  the  fall  of  Fort  Caswell  and  likewise  upon  the  fall  of 
Fort  Fisher  he  joined  Hoke's  Brigade,  and  was  at  the  Battle  of  Bentonsville,  N.C., 
the  last  general  engagement  of  the  War  Between  the  States.  He  was  wounded, 
taken  prisoner  and  imprisoned  for  eight  months.  He  died  4  May,  1888.  By  his 
wife  Mary  Dorcas  Blow  he  had  the  following  family  of  one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Joseph  Benjamin  Higgs  (ii),  born  in  Greenville,  N.C.  He  married  Miss  A  villa 
Wallace  of  Chicago,  Illinois.  He  died  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  in  1925, 
leaving  issue  one  son  : 

1.  Joseph  Benjamin  Higgs  (iii). 

(1)  Mary  Higgs,  born  in  Greenville,  N.C.  She  married  Jarvis  Harding,  by  whom 

she  had  one  daughter  : 

(1)  Mary  Dorcas  Harding. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband  she  married  a  second  time  to  Preston  Tyson 
on  29  December,  19 27. 

(2)  Llizabltii  Higgs,  born  in  Greenville,  N.C.  She  married  Hamner  W.  Winstead 

of  Rocky  Mount,  N.C. 

(>.  John  Ouincey  Higgs  was  the  sixth  son  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii).  He  was  born  26  October, 
1848,  and  died  4  September,  1849. 


1 


**  ■■■-.'  I  (  i •  *>' I  ..  .Jiilri  -i'll  r ■>■}'•■•  i-ti  i 

_ 


/I  C  »  J  I  I  •#.! 

t  i  i  •••  .  H  I 

7  .  vf  >W  U: 

->T  \r  Olll  Pim-wJ.jH  I,;//  „ij  |,  j,!.,-  linSMtv^  *j,|t 


448 


.  »  .y  »  " . uuuuuiU/U  aw  Ul  V  ,  lU/4. 

He  was  interred  111  Oakwood  Cemetery,  Raleigh,  N.C. 

1  he  three  daughters  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  by  Adeline:  Frances  Pittman  his  wife 


were  : 


APnl-  I,s  l's-  Fork  died  in  1859,  and  left  the  following  family  of  three  sons 
and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Benjamin  Augustine  Pope  married  Annie  1'utkei.l,  by  whom  he  had  issue  four 

sons  and  one  daughter  : 

1.  Carl  Pope. 

2.  John  Pope, 

3.  Benjamin  A.  Pope. 

4.  Harry  Pope. 

(1)  Helen,  who  married  Mr.  Harrington. 

2.  John  1'urnek  Pope:  married  Alma  Turner. 

3.  Henry  (Hal)  Pope. 

(r)  Mary  (Pope).  She  married  Bart.  Moore  Arrington,  by  whom  she  had  two 
sons  and  live  daughters  : 

1  Alfred  W  Arrington.  Married  Sallie  Brittle. 

2.  Paul  Nicholson  Arrington.  Married  Minnie  Bell. 

(1)  Mary  (  ornelia  Arrington.  Married  Paul  Tillery. 

(2)  Cora  Bee:  Arrington.  Married  Dallas  Hawkins. 

(3)  Fate  (jKeigory  Arrington.  Married  Oscar  K.  Taylor. 

(4)  Hai.lie  P.  Arrington.  Married  (iEORGE  Churchill  Nelson. 

(5)  Annie:  Blount  Arrington.  Married  Clarence  Pierce:. 

Sarah  Bmily  Higgs,  the  second  daughter  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  by  Adeline:  France:s 
Pittman,  his  wife,  was  born  20  June,  1H46.  She  married  Marcellus  Moore  of 
Pitt  County,  son  of  Mr.  \\  illia.m  Moore,  and  dying  25  December,  1871s,  left  issue 
one  son  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  William  Wallace  Moore:,  born  1873  ;  died  unmarried  in  Asheville,  N.C.,  aged 


about  35. 


(1)  Mary  Bruce:  Moore,  born  January,  1867,  at  (ireenville,  N.C.  She  married 

Judge  James  Dixon  Murphy,  by  whom  she  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter: 

1.  Bruce  Murphy,  died  in  infancy. 

2.  Wilson  Wallace  Murphy,  died  in  boyhood. 

3.  Marcellus  Dixon  Murphy,  born  1902. 

(1)  Klizabeth  Murphy,  died  in  August,  1912,  aged  21  years. 

Mary  Bruce:  (Moore)  Murphy,  died  in  1930. 

(2)  1 1 ei.en  Moore,  born  about  1870.  She  married  James  Perkins  of  Pitt  County, 

by  whom  she  had  three  sons  : 

1.  James  Perkins. 

2.  Frank  Stuart  Perkins. 

3.  William  Moore:  Perkins. 

(3)  He: 1  la  Dancy  Higgs,  the youngest  daughter  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  by  Adeline  Frances 
Pittman  his  wife,  was  born  3  September,  1855.  She  married  Louis  A.  Bryan, 
and  lived  in  Vanceboro,  N.C.,  by  whom  she  had  six  sons  and  two  daughters  : 
t.  John  K.  Bryan.  He  married  twice;  first  to  Rosa  Wayne,  by  whom  he  had 
three  sons  and  three  daughters  : 

1.  John  Wilber  Bryan. 

2.  Wayne  Clynton  Bryan. 

3.  Levi  Wade:  Bryan. 

(1)  Lila  Dray  Bryan. 

(2)  Mattie:  Irma  Bryan. 

(3)  Anne:  Stuart  Bryan. 

John  R.  Bryan  married  secondly  Mary  (i.vrLiN,  and  by  her  has  the 
following  issue  : 

1.  Kelley  Ferrell  Bryan. 

(1)  Delta  Maud  Bryan. 

(2)  Shirley  Madara  Bryan. 
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2.  Louis  Pittman  Bryan  (deceased  in  1930). 

3.  Joseph  Maud  Bryan. 

4.  George  Sidney  Bryan  ;  married  Miss  Gatewood  Tomblin,  by  whom  lie  has 

two  children  : 

1.  Elva  Leigh  Bryan. 

(1)  Betty  Joyce  Bryan. 

5.  Dempsey  Palmer  Bryan. 

6.  Edward  La  Rom  Bryan. 

(1)  Mary  Adeline  Bryan,  who  became  the  second  wife  of  Edward  Wayne,  her 

deceased  sister  Emily  Stuart's  widower,  and  by  him  had  the  following  family- 
three  sons  and  two  daughters  : 

1.  Robert  Alderson  Wayne. 

2.  Sidney  Bryan  Wayne. 

3.  Arthur  Stuart  Bryan  Wayne. 

(1)  Mary  Elizabeth  Wayne. 

(2)  Lula  Della  Wayne. 

(2)  Emily  Stuart  Bryan  married  Edward  Wayne,  and  by  him  had  three  sons  and 

two  daughters  : 

1.  Pittman  Wayne  married  Sallie  Gold  Haddocks,  by  whom  he  has  no  family. 

2.  Mildred  Dancy  Wayne  (deceased). 

3.  Samuel  Edward  Wayne,  died  12  September,  1930,  aged  16  years. 

(1)  Lucille  Higgs  Wayne.  She  married  John  Robert  Jenkins,  by  whom 

she  lias  a  daughter  : 

(1)  Eliza  Stuart  Jenkins. 

(2)  Emily  Margaret  Wayne.  She  married  John  Armistead  Laughinghouse, 

by  whom  she  has  two  daughters  : 

(1)  Emily  Bryan  Laughinghouse. 

(2)  Lydia  Elizabeth  Laughinghouse. 


Such  are  the  descendants  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  and  Adeline  Frances  Pittman,  his 
wife. 


A  most  interesting  account  of  the  old  home  life  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  and  his  wife 
Adeline  Prances  Pittman,  as  told  by  the  late  James  Allan  Higgs  (i),  their 
third  son  and  fourth  child,  who  was  born  there  7  October,  1839,  is  preserved,  and  reads 
as  follows  : 


On  our  plantation,  all  cotton  and  wool  was  spun  and  woven  by  eight  or  ten  slaves 
weaving  and  cutting  and  making  up  goods  for  the  other  slaves— Mother  superintending. 
I  hey  had  400  head  of  hogs  killed  each  year,  which  were  put  in  two  big  smoke  houses. 
All  cotton  was  ginned  on  the  plantation.  A  blacksmith  shop  on  the  plantation  did  all 
the  work  of  the  plantation  and  for  others  in  the  neighbourhood  who  had  none.  There 
was  a  tannery  where  the  hides  were  tanned  and  shoes  made  for  the  slaves,  of  which  there 
were  more  than  one  hundred  adults  and  many  young  children.  There  was  a  shop  for 
wood  working,  of  course,  and  when  any  <>1  the  slaves  died  there  had  to  be  coffins  made, 
and  a  certain  quantity  of  timber  was  seasoned  for  this — good  walnut.  The  desk  my 
daughter  Mattie  has  was  made  on  the  plantation  (from  this  seasoned  walnut).  1  believe 
this  was  made  on  my  grandfather  Jacob  Higgs’s  place  as  my  earliest  recollection  is 
that  my  father  used  it.  Each  of  the  young  men  and  young  daughters  of  the  family  had 
his,  and  her,  own  particular  servant,  who  was  given  to  them  when  children  and  grew  up 
with  them  to  wait  upon  them.  We  called  them  our  ‘  body  servants  Mine  was  named 
Tyrrell  ’.  ‘  Old  Louise  ’  was  the  Housekeeper — we  called  her  ‘  Tiny  ’.  ‘  Old  Alford  ’ 

would  saddle  the  old  man’s  (my  father’s)  horse  every  morning  and  bring  him  up,  and 
rode  with  my  father  over  the  farms.  One  morning  after  the  War,  the  first  of  1866,  Pa 
called  Alford  and  he  didn’t  answer  — he  had  walked  away  free.  ‘  Old  Louisa  ’  staid  on  as 
long  as  she  lived.  My  mother  (Adeline  Frances  Pittman  Higgs)  was  a  devout  Baptist, 
a  member  of  the  Deep  Creek  Baptist  Church,  attended  Lawrence  and  the  Cotton  Meeting 
House  Associations  and  frequently  Kehukee  Association.” 
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From  this  record  the  life  on  the  old  plantation  near  Scotland  Neck  before  the  War 
Between  the  States  can  be  vividly  visualized.  It  will  be  remembered  that  James  Allan 
Higgs's  father  Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  succeeded  to  the  old  home  plantation  under  his  father 
Jacob  Higgs's  will  (dated  22  December,  1816),  and  that  James  Allen  Higgs’s  great¬ 
grandfather,  John  Higgs,  was  one  of  the  three  Higgses  who  came  into  Bertie  County 
from  Virginia  before  1750,  himself  a  patriot  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  serving  with  the 
Carolina  Continental  Troops. 

As  with  all  wars  there  is  the  aftermath  of  confusion,  disorder,  loss  and  the  suffering 
of  the  masses,  so  with  the  War  Between  the  States  the  whole  conditions  of  the  country 
changed,  and  very  many  of  the  old  southern  families  were  practically  ruined.  With  the 
freedom  of  the  slaves  the  carrying  on  of.  the  old  plantations  became  an  entirely  different 
matter.  The  freedom  thus  brought  about  caused  a  heavy  shortage  in  labour,  and  the 
whole  land  suffered  under  the  readjustment.  Very  many  of  the  old  faithful  negroes  who, 
as  slaves,  had  learned  to  devotedly  love  many  of  the  ancient  southern  families  to  whom 
they  had  belonged  with  their  children  and  their  forefathers  for  many  generations  stayed 
on,  but  many  of  the  younger  men  left,  enamoured  by  an  idea  of  a  freedom  gained,  not 
wholly  beneficial,  for  in  such  families  as  the  Higgses  they  had  received  every  possible 
consideration,  and  their  condition  as  slaves  had  been  a  happy  one.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  lot  of  many  had  been  entirely  different.  The  great  burden  of  the  readjustment 
period  fell  upon  the  old  landowners,  and  all  lost  heavily,  and  the  Higgs  family  were  not 
exempt.  Life  had  to  be  started  over  again.  As  it  was  after  the  (  ivil  War  in  England, 
which  drove  many  of  the  ancestors  of  these  old  southern  families  from  the  Old  Land  to 
seek  their  fortune  “  beyond  the  seas  ”,  so  it  came  about  after  the  War  Between  the 
States  in  America  very  many  families  were  forced  to  commence  life  entirely  afresh  ;  and 
has  not  history  repeated  itself  after  the  great  World  War  ? 

However,  ”  blood  tells  ”,  and  the  sons  of  families  ol  high  ideals  and  high  principles 
will  ever  continue  the  traditions  of  the  past  under  the  ever-changing  conditions  which 
go  to  make  the  history  of  countries,  the  history  of  nations,  and  the  history  of  families, 
and  much  may  be  learned  from  the  history  of  the  Higgses  in  America  during  the 
past  250  years. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  TENNESSEE. 

Somewhere  about  1830  Reuben  Higgs,  the  fourth  and  youngest  son  of  Jacob  Higgs 
and  Sarah  Bishop,  his  wife,  of  Halifax  County,  N.C.,  and  grandson  of  John  Higgs  and 
Judath  Harrell,  his  wife,  went  to  live  in  Tennessee,  as  previously  stated,  and  is  said 
to  have  died  in  this  State  of  “  spotted  fever  ”.  They  may  have  left  descendants.  There 
were,  however,  Higgses  in  Tennessee  descendants  of  those  in  North  Carolina  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  and  the  following  account  is  herein  recorded  of  these  : 

In  the  beginning  of  the  record  of  the  Higgs  family  of  North  (  arolina  the  name  of 
one  Zachariah  Higgs  is  given  as  a  son,  or  grandson,  of  John  Higgs,  who  sold  his  land 
in  Virginia  in  1693,  and  in  the  records  of  the  State  of  North  C  arolina  we  hud  the  name  ot 
Zachariah  Higgs  given  as  living  in  Granville  County,  N.C.,  before  17(14,  which  is  the 
date  of  his  land  grant.  This  Zachariah  Higgs  was  tax  collector  in  1788,  and  was  one 
of  the  Justices  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common  Fleas  Court  in  1787.  He  had  a 
son,  John  Higgs,  born  in  1764,  who  married  in  1795  Nancy  Dickinson  at  Granville, 
N.C.  This  John  Higgs  was  a  Justice  in  1 79C >,  in  1811  and  other  years.  1  he  name 
Higgs  appears  frequently  in  the  Granville  County  records,  as  Justices  and  Sheiiffs,  etc.., 
and  occupying  positions  of  trust  in  the  county  from  before  17(14  to  1815.  1  here  was  a 

Leonard  Higgs  also  who  married  Sarah  Kitrell  in  1764.  whom  he  had  a  son 
Jonathan  Higgs.  Sarah  Kitrell  was  a  daughter  of  one  Jonathan  Kitrei.l.  lliere 
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was  also  a  Southerland  Higgs,  whose  name  appears  in  the  county  and  other  records. 
John  Higgs  and  Nancy  Dickinson,  his  wife  (who  was  born  19  July,  1772,  and  died 
September,  1838),  had  a  family  of  at  least  three  sons  and  four  daughters  as  follow  : 


1.  John  Higgs,  born  12  June,  1800. 

2.  Alfred  Higgs,  born  4  May,  1802. 

3-  V  11. liam  Higgs,  born  3  April,  1804. 

(1)  Ella  (Higgs),  born  1791). 

(2)  Polly  (Higgs)  l  .  ' 

(3)  Betsey  (Higgs)  I tvvin  daughters,  born  12  March,  1798. 

(4)  Nancy  (Higgs),  born  9  September,  1806. 


John  Higgs,  the  father,  died  about  1815,  and  his  widow  Nancy  Dickinson  Higgs 
married  secondly  Mr.  A.  Thompson. 

Alfred  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Nancy  Dickinson,  his  wife,  left 
North  (  arolina  and  settled  in  Martin,  Tennessee  This  Alfred  Higgs  married  and 
had  two  sons  : 


1.  John  Andrew  Jackson  Higgs,  born  in  1840,  living  in  1921  in  the  .State  of 

W  ashington,  U.S.A.  He  married,  and  has  a  son  and  a  daughter  : 

1.  Vani  e  J.  Higgs,  who  is  Assistant  U.S.  District  Attorney  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 
(1)  A  daughter  who  married  Mr.  B.  F.  Hai.l,  by  whom  she  has  a  son,  who  is— 

T-  Judge  Prank  P.  Hall  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Tennessee. 

2.  Ihomas  Jefferson  Higgs,  bom  in  1844,  second  son  of  Alfred  Higgs,  married 

and  has  a  son  : 

1.  B.  E  Higgs,  of  Martin,  Tennessee. 


Polly  Higgs,  one  of  the  twin  daughters  of  John  Higgs  and  Nancy  Dickinson,  his 
wife,  married  Willis  Johnston  (in  the  North  Carolina  Militia),  and  from  this  marriage 
is  descended  Mrs.  Sidney  Scales  Crockett,  of  the  Vanderbilt  University,  Nashville, 
lennessee.  Betsey,  her  twin  sister,  married  a  Mr.  Dent. 


lhere  are  Higgses  in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  to-day,  namely  Clarence  Higgs  and 
Homer  Lee  Higgs,  who  may  be  descendants  of  either  Reuben  Higgs  and  Eliza 
J.  Higgs,  his  wife,  or  of  Alfred  Higgs,  the  second  son  of  John  Higgs  of  Granville 
County,  N.C.,  and  Nancy  Dickinson,  his  wife. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  INDIANA. 

It  is  evident  from  information  contained  in  the  Connersville  Library,  Indiana,  that 
at  least  some  of  the  Higgses  settled  in  this  State  are  descendants  of  the  North  Carolina 
family. 

G forge  Higgs,  living  four  miles  west  of  Brookville,  Franklin  County,  Indiana,  in 
1842,  was  a  son  of  William  Higgs  of  North  Carolina.  This  George  Higgs  married 
Melinda  Irwin,  and  by  her  had  a  son,  John  Milton  Higgs,  who  was  born  5  April, 
1842.  He  married  Miss  Kate  T.  Davis,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Col.  A.  M.  Davis,  a 
(  ivil  W  ai  veteran.  John  Milton  Higgs  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  appointed 
.1  postmaster  in  this  State  by  President  Cleveland,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for 
seven  years. 

1  he  will  of  one  William  Higgs,  sen.,  is  recorded  in  this  State,  dated  28  September, 
1850.  He  bequeathed  his  property  to  his  sons,  and  provided  that  each  son  was  to  divide 
his  portion  with  his  sister  named  in  the  will  as  follows  : 

1.  William  M.  Higgs  and  his  sister  Anna  Lacey  Higgs. 

2.  Stephen  Higgs  and  his  sister  Sarah  Lacey  Higgs. 

3.  George  Higgs  and  his  sister  Elizabeth  Moore  Higgs. 

4.  John  Higgs  and  his  sister  Frances  Lacey  Higgs. 

The  will  is  witnessed  by  George  Holland,  John  Hilt,  and  Morris  J.  Williams. 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  John  Higgs,  who  settled  in  North  Carolina  from  Surry 
County,  Virginia,  before  1750,  married  Judath,  daughter  of  John  Harrei.l,  and  that 
they  had  a  son  named  John,  who  died  previous  to  his  mother’s  decease  in  1795,  and 
that  the  division  of  the  property  due  to  him  went  to  his  children,  five  sons  and  five 
daughters. 

William,  the  eldest  son  of  John  Higgs  by  Judath  Harrell,  his  wife,  married 
Delilah  Moore  17  January,  1782. 

John,  the  second  son,  married  Millie  Moore  16  May,  1786,  whilst  the  eldest 
daughter  Sarah  married  one  John  Holland.  It  is  therefore  most  significant  that  in 
the  foregoing  will  of  William  Higgs,  sen.;  of  Franklin  County,  Indiana  (1850), 
he  mentions  a  daughter  Elizabeth  Moore  Higgs,  and  that  the  will  is  witnessed  by 
one  George  Holland.  His  eldest  son  William  M.  Higgs  was  in  all  probability 
“  William  Moore  Higgs  ”. 

It  is  therefore  most  likely  that  William  Higgs,  Sen.,  of  Franklin  County,  who 
died  in  1850,  was  the  William  Higgs,  second  son  of  William  Higgs  and  Delilah 
Moore,  his  wife,  born  in  1792  in  North  Carolina. 

In  1830  Mr.  Thurman  Higgs  of  Franklin  County  was  appointed  guardian  of  William 
Higgs,  Samuel  Higgs  and  Elizabeth  Higgs,  the  children  and  heirs  of  George  Higgs 
and  Sarah  Fisher,  his  wife,  deceased.  The  Court  required  a  bond  in  the  sum  of  $100, 
and  approved  of  George  Higgs  as  security.  (Bond  executed  in  November  term  of 
Court,  1930.)  This  George  Higgs  who  married  Sarah  Fisher  was  in  all  probability 
a  son  of  George  Higgs  and  Melinda  Irwin,  his  wife,  and  a  brother  of  John  Milton 
Higgs,  who  was  born  in  1842. 


There  is  a  family  of  Higgses  living  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  who  came  from 
Tennessee  by  way  of  Arkansas,  settling  in  that  State  before  finally  moving  into  Indiana. 

The  ancestor  of  this  family  was  Major  John  Allen  Higgs,  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
who  served  with  the  Confederate  Army,  and  who  was  born  18  February,  1830.  Major 
John  Allen  Higgs  had  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  as  follow  : 

1.  William  Allen  Higgs,  born  in  Tennessee,  married  and  had  a  son  : 

1.  Herman  C.  Higgs,  now  of  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

2.  Clarence  J.  N.  Higgs. 

3.  T.  E.  W.  Higgs. 

4.  John  1-'.  Higgs. 

(ij  MaDoria  Higgs. 

(2)  Mary  L.  Higgs. 

There  is  every  possibility  that  Major  John  Allen  Higgs  (born  18  February,  1830) 
was  a  son  of  John  Higgs,  born  12  June,  1800,  the  eldest  son  of  John  Higgs  and  Nancy 
Dickinson,  his  wife.  'Ibis  John  Higgs  (who  married  Nancy  Dickinson  in  1795)  was 
a  son  of  Zachariah  Higgs,  a  Justice  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  and  Common  Pleas  Court 
in  Granville  County,  N.C.,  in  1787,  who  was  a  son  or  grandson  of  John  Higgs,  who  sold 
his  land  in  Virginia  in  1693,  and  who  had  settled  there  from  Bristol,  England,  in  1(150. 


THE  HIGGS  FAMILY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Early  in  the  nineteenth  century  Charles  Higgs  of  West  Hannev,  Co.  Berks,  England, 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  according  to  the  parish  register,  wherein  is  a  pencil  note 
after  the  entry  of  his  marriage  to  Hannah  Hatton  2(1  November,  1820,  to  this  effect  . 
“  Went  to  America  ”.  Their  location  in  the  United  States  is  not  known,  nor  whethei 
they  had  descendants,  but  it  may  be  that  the  Rev.  Charles  Higgs,  Baptist  Minister  ol 
Arcade,  New  York,  is  a  descendant. 
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Another  member  of  the  Higgs  family,  but  of  the  Cornish  branch,  settled  in  the 
United  States  about  the  middle  of  the  nineteenth  century,  namely  Joseph  Inkerman 
Higgs.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs,  R.N.,  of  Lanlivery,  Co. 
Cornwall,  and  became  a  naturalized  citizen  of  America  and  a  member  of  the  American 
Bar.  He  married  Kate  Pentuath,  by  whom  he  had  at  least  one  son — 

1.  Henry  Joseph  Higgs, 

who  was  educated  at  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge. 

Joseph  Inkerman  Higgs  was  a  grandson  of  Samuel  Nicholas  Higgs  of  Whistow, 
in  the  parish  of  Lanlivery,  Co.  Cornwall,  and  a  great-grandson  of  William  and  Elizaheth 
Higgs  of  Whistow,  and  who  owned  an  estate  at  Fenton  Pitts,  in  the  parish  of  Lanivet 
{vide  Higgs  Family  of  Cornwall,  England). 

Yet  another  Higgs  of  New  York  in  1930  is  P.  Jackson  Higgs,  whose  father  came 
from  Worcester,  England,  and  whose  great-uncle  was  William  Higgs,  Esquire,  the 
Sheriff  of  London  {vide  Higgs  Families  of  Worcestershire  and  of  Hertfordshire).  1  he 
ancient  Arms  and  Crest  were  in  use  by  this  branch  of  the  family. 


: 

'•  '  I:  ‘  it  '  )  f  .Mis  :»n) 


M  ti  ui  . ioY  Y  Mil!  ™fiom 

—  1  -  i  •  .*  J,  n  ,  >njj 


454 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


L  *  Thomas Higgs  = 

r'bUt&sc  sen  of  jAmts^SARAH 
hlGqS  of  M  WWflM  ttoKTHflMP/VN 
Engl  and  uxcos  Yiym  There  25Dec  I79 1 . 
Shoe  emigrated  and  se/fleol  in  Line/} 
NtwYo/ln  zn  1 83 2  d£e  cocm  f ex/on  cf 
Seuc.tcm  IVarolert  uEfreasuxer.  Lie  c/red 


THOMAS 
H  10  Gs 

Salt  Lake 

C/ry.Sr/rra. 
of St/w 

born  1822 


^Susannah 

Reynolds 

A  1797 

TD. .in  England |8|A 
cited  1 879 .fur  f'JYl/fA 
cfLv//tf2SS7ncSyorSSyeo  n>  j for 

i7A.ua  1 895  aged  lQtye^.  *' _ *  (J) 


THE  FAMILY 

of 

H  I  Q  G  5 

UTICA  .V?.Y0  USA 


)'S  IYOiS 


Uriah  =f= . Jesse  Jambs  Higgs  William 


Higgs 

of 

Ifr/cnN.  Y. 
A?r/?.I825 
dedzs  Sept 
1906 


~A 'cietu.  who 
became  /Ye 
wife  of 

YVi  uliam 

Stowez 


T~Y  . 

jl  otter 
dau^Aiers 


Henry  Thomas  Higgs 

of  98  MllllrSt/lett.  Ltt/ca 
fhcnddum  df/&lo<EonS~- 


Higgs  0/  lV/>s///N(nu/v  Higgs 

of  Tin  l  s,  or  Chau  wick's  o / 

Ot/cA.N.Y.  A] /lls  1 2  m lie s  Ut/ca.N.Y. 

horn\2>hO  / rom  Ut/ca%  /V.  Y 

horn  1854-  *  * 

•X  /y 'oie :  thomas  Higg5  ffeca/me  a,  TTl&msoe/i  of  Yiie 
SAefiuf/tcccirh  ifci'Uf  dn  ftrn&icccz. . Stz  1 857/L 
S/foritSux.  mcrrUAs  Txautt/u}  A edafeond  erv 
YznjYccTuY .  A/l  a  i/anriG&j  ttdi YYe  cYfe  9 ifp of 
•  John  Plumer  C LAR ke.  &seui ire  ”/Ae named  of  iAe 

Jout  4-  Sons  are  written  (Y/dl- Higgs  of  Northampton 


THE  FAN  I LY 

Yf 

El  I  6  Cl  S 

Z  7? 

VERMONT 
U.  S.  A. 


I 


01 


THOMAS  HIGGS  7  = 

of  f/jutnn  Plnn/int  /jo  risk  if 
l./INL/v/  v Y  (Vi cAi : C ha(j  EerXYl 
GT Lie  cTO  1  e S  °/ ■  Yen. unset TE ) 


CHARLES  HIGGS 

of 

Montpelier.  Vermont. 

Tiorr?-  16  ILb  1  io/q 
haft.  12  MAY)  ,bbb 
at  f/i/JL/vany Cornwall 
Pngl/> Nn  Settled  in  thcttSP 
oized-.  30  S ept.  1 9|  8 . 


-  EVA  OLLIVER 

Tiorrr.  APRIL 

1872 


mar:  25Dec. 
1693 


(3) 


JAL 


Cs) 


c6 


C7) 


'Alfred  'Wilfred1  lu a = Robert1 M 1  ldrld =Allan.r ’olive  ‘Ethel1  he rtha  'mary  Etna 


CHARLES 
Ol  LIVER 
hlGGS 
horn  lONov. 
1906 


HENRY 

HIGG 


TELLE  R.EDSON  horn-. 


G 


horn  \ 

16  May 

1912. 


horn : 

1 1  Jan 
1895 
mar. 

1 5  Sept 
1920 


2  Feb.1898 

mar 

1011x1326 


JOHNSTON  CarolINeMaUDELIZABCThLouise 
hone.  horn-.  horn-  horn ■■  horn  horn' 


2 9  May  1899  9  Ian.  27Junc  2 3  Jan. 

1899  1901  1903 

died :  died 

)  March  i  July 


23ApR!L2oJuU  231an 


1904  1905 

mdr.ri 


IIOWAKL 

TEED 

born : 


1904 


(8) 


1919  C9)I930 


Qo) 


Barb  m 

An  n 
1928  h  1 8  FebI 


toNov  ann 
"  MB2 


Fuith  Florence  'Ruth  'Tv  ache  l 

hor/i:'2 1  MAY  1908  bom  7u\  Fer19I0  horn2J\.  I£b.19IO 
^aV22FEBl9ll  died  I.Oct.  1918 


-M6I  w»S. 


-  • 


. 

,  ni-'  •  -*cV  •  >  ,.  *,-.  i ) 


1  I  )s  .  >•■"' 


455 


Conclusion. 


In  concluding  this  record  of  the  Higgs  Families  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  Ihatcham 
in  the  county  of  Berks,  together  with  the  account  given  in  these  pages  of  those  families  ot 
this  patronymic  found  in  other  Oxfordshire  and  Berkshire  villages,  those  in  other  counties 
of  England  and  those  in  the  “  Dominions  beyond  the  Seas  ”,  including  some  recoids  o 
families  settled  in  the  United  States  of  America,  the  compilers  by  no  means  claim  to 
have  covered  all  the  available  ground  for  research  into  the  history  of  those  who  >eai 
this  honourable  yeoman  name.  This  record  is  but  a  guide  to  those  of  this  patronymic 
who  desire  to  know  something  more  about  their  forefathers,  and  \vi  suve  Sllf  1  a  klca 
deal  of  unnecessary  expense  in  going  over  the  ground  covered  by  the  ate  Mr.  r  redkhk  k 
Higgs  and  the  writer  a  second  time  and  that  covered  by  Miss  M.  A.  Higgs  in  1  elation  o 
the  families  of  the  name  settled  in  the  United  States  of  America.  I  here  can  ceitain  y 
scarcely  be  a  family  of  Higgses  to-day  some  of  whose  ancestors  are  not  given  within 

these  pages. 


REGARDING  THE  USE  OF  THE  HIGGS  ARMORIAL  BEARINGS. 

It  is  not  generally  realized  that  since  the  reign  of  Henry  \  (i413-I422)  the  impioper 
use  of  arms  has  been  a  statutory  offence,  and  many  prosecutions  have  been  broug  i 
against  the  bearers  of  unauthorized  arms.  For  example,  the  law  was  recently  put  in  o 
force  to  stop  the  erection  in  Glasgow  Cathedral  of  fictitious  coats  of  arms,  and  also 
early  in  this  century  the  Treasury  authorized  the  prosecution  of  the  magistrates  o  a 

Scottish  Royal  Burgh  for  using  unrecorded  armorial  insignia. 

The4  mere  fact  that  an  individual  possessed  a  painting  of  a  coat  of  aims,  use(  1 
upon  Ins  family  plate,  or  as  a  bookplate  or  seal,  or  had  it  put  upon  Ins  gravestone  is  not 
proof  that  he  had  a  right  thereto.  Proof  of  right  must  either  he  found  m  the  Hue  . 
College  or  be  established  by  authenticated  pedigree  direct  from  an  armiger. 

It  is  said  that  the  family  of  Higges  won  coat  armour  as  early  as  the  teigii  oi 
Edward  II.  The  first  record  found  by  the  writer  is  that  of  the  arms  lecoidet  m  use  >} 
one  Simon  de  Hegiiks  from  the  impression  of  an  old  seal  in  133b,  name  y  . 

“  A  chevron  between  three  boars’  heads  ” 

Hide  De  Gray  Birch  Seals  in  the  British  Museum).  This  description,  howevei,  was 
,  L  ous  both  as  to  the  arms  and  residence  of  the  user.  Subsequent  y  these  amts 
wL:  lomui  U.  he  those  of  a  family  of  l  imn, ,  or  H,,o„Rs  living  in  , he  fhtrterm  h  mu 
fourteenth  centuries  at  Flood  Place,  Alton,  Co.  Hants  (vule  pages  7  and  .(/>)•  no 

record  is  that  of  the  arms  of  one  Symond  Hkguys  (Simon  Hums),  given  upo 
of  Arms  (Imp.  Henry  VI.  1421-71).  ‘  Hurl.  MSS.',  2ibq,  namely  : 

Silver,  a  cheveron  gules,  between  three  lodged  harts  of  gules  . 

The  description  can  hardly  be  termed  “  Heraldic  ”,  but  is  the  same  “  " 

between  three  bucks  lodged  gules  ”-tl,at  g.ven  „>  the  armottal  bear.ngs  conhrantt 
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Ihomas  Higges  of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  in  1623,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  that 
place. 

It  was  customary  in  ancient  days  for  the  younger  sons  to  difference  their  arms  to  that 
of  the  senior  branch  by  changes  of  tincture  (or  colour),  by  the  addition  of  a  “  bordure  ”, 
and  even  by  distinct  charges,  so  that  it  is  possible  that  the  Simon  de  Heghes  (probably 
related  to  the  Peter  de  Heyghez  living  in  1392  mentioned  in  the  account  of  the 
Higgs  hamily  of  Heckfield,  Co.  Hants)  may  have  been  the  original  grantee  of  armorial 
rank,  and  that  Symond  Heggys,  recorded  upon  the  Tudor  Roll  of  Arms,  was  his 
descendant. 

Prior  to  the  time  of  Richard  III  (who  was  crowned  King  6  July,  1483,  and  killed  at 
the  Battle  of  Bosworth  on  22  August,  1485),  the  King  in  person  decided  all  heraldic 
questions,  but  when  Richard  III  ascended  the  throne  he  founded  the  Heralds’  College 
to  control  the  use  of  armorial  insignia  under  the  Crown.  This  resulted  later  in  tin* 
Heralds'  Visitations  of  the  Counties,  the  recording  of  the  pedigrees  throughout  the 
Kingdom  in  the  books  of  the  College,  and  the  confirmation  of  arms  to  those  who  could 
show  their  right  to  their  use  by  descent.  Many  there  were  who  disclaimed  through  their 
inability  to  produce  such  proof  as  satisfied  the  authorities,  or  refused  to  pay  the 
regulated  fees.  Others  obtained  grants  of  arms  in  accordance  with  their  social  standing, 
and  thus  it  came  about  that  no  armorial  bearings  to-day  are  valid  unless  there  can  be 
found  a  record  in  the  books  of  the  College  of  Arms. 

Many  branches  of  the  Higgs  family  recorded  in  these  pages  are  found  to  be  using 
the  ancient  arms  of  Symond  Heggys,  as  did  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke,  Oxon,  (  haplain  to  King  Charles  I ,  and  his  nephew- Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick, 
by  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish  ol  lhatcham,  Co.  Berks,  though  upon  investigation  no  record 
of  the  pedigree  of  the  Higgses  of  South  Stoke,  or  of  Thatcham,  was  to  be  found  in  the 
books  of  the  College,  and  therefore  their  use  of  them,  and  use  by  the  descendants  of 
these  branches,  lias  been  “  without  authority  ”,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact,  among  those 
Higgses  of  Gloucestershire  who  “disclaimed”  at  the  Heralds’  Visitation  of  that  county 
in  1623,  at  the  City  of  Gloucester,  were  Thomas  Higgs  of  Cheltenham  and  Richard 
Higgs  of  Norton.  Just  which  Thomas  Higgs  ”  of  Cheltenham  ”  this  was  it  is  difficult 
to  say,  as  there  were  a  number  of  this  Christian  name.  The  only  family  of  Higgses  in 
Gloucestershire  whose  pedigree  and  arms  were  entered  in  the  books  of  the  College 
were  the  Higgses  ol  Colesbourne.  William  Higgs,  Gentleman,  Lord  of  the  Manor  of 
Colesbourne,  and  son  of  Ihomas  Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant 
hi  J5bi  (3  Elizabeth),  appears  at  the  head  of  the  recorded  pedigree,  and  so  it  would  appear 
that  the  arms  in  long  use  by  his  family  were  confirmed  to  him  and' his  descendants  when  his 
son  1 110MAS  returned  the  record  in  1(123,  and  the  right  was  thus  only  recorded  to  this 
branch,  whilst  many  other  branches  of  the  same  family  continued  their  use  unauthorized, 
as  will  be  found  in  reading  the  records  contained  in  this  work. 

It  was  this  fact  that  led  the  compiler  to  request  his  uncle  Mr.  George  Higgs  of  Hove, 
Co.  Sussex,  to  sign  a  Memorial  to  the  Earl  Marshal  for  an  authorized  use  of  the  arms' 
and  crest  as  used  by  the  Higgs  family  of  South  Stoke,  a  branch  of  the  Gloucestershire 
family,  and  this  was  granted,  with  the  addition  of  the  Silver  (Tudor)  Rose  in  the  Arms, 
and  upon  the  Crest,  to  all  the  descendants  of  Caleb  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  Thatcham,  Co. 
Berks;  and  these  descendants  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  by  the  use 
of  these  arms  they  are  not  breaking  any  Statute  of  the  Realm,  and  that  their  pedigree 
is  entered  in  the  books  of  the  College  founded  for  this  purpose  by  Richard  III.  There 
are  many  branches  of  the  old  Gloucestershire  stock  who  are  in  exactly  the  same  unfor¬ 
tunate  position  in  relation  to  their  use  of  the  arms  by  lawful  authority  as  the  writer’s 
family  were  until  recently,  simply  because  their  ancestors  failed  to  appear  before  the 
Heralds  at  the  times  of  their  various  Visitations  of  the  counties,  to  record  their  pedigrees, 
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and  prove  their  right  to  armigerous  rank— and  the  title  of  “  Gentleman  "—by  descent 
from  the  original  grantee. 

1  he  practice  of  using  Armorial  Hearings  without  legal  authority  cannot  be  too  strongly 
deprecated,  for  such  are  just  as  much  the  property  of  the  grantee  and  his  descendants 
as  the  land  they  own,  and  have  been  granted  as  honourable  ensigns  of  distinction. 
What  a  stir  throughout  Great  Hritain  to-day  there  would  be  if  another  Visitation  of 
the  counties  took  place  ! 

lo  such  who  have  for  centuries  used  the  ancient  coat  of  arms  in  use  by  Symond 
Heggys,  and  naturally  will  feel  resentment  at  any  question  as  to  their  right,  it  can 
only  be  pointed  out  that  legal  right  must  be  established  by  proven  descent  from  the 
original  grantee.  Many  there  are  whose  ancestors  (by  their  failure  to  record  their 
pedigree  and  their  right  to  these  arms)  have  forfeited  to  their  descendants  that  proof 
ol  right,  or  title  deed,  which  every  Britisher  finds  a  satisfaction  in  possessing  ;  therefore 
the  only  course  to  pursue  is  that  taken  by  the  Higgs  family  of  Cold  Ash,  in  the  parish 
of  ihatcham,  Co.  Berks,  in  whose  case  the  very  slight  additional  change  to  the  arms 
and  crest  in  long  use  by  the  Higgs  family  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and  Ihatcham,  Co. 
Berks,  was  made.  1  he  (  ollege  of  Arms  authorities  will  be  found  to  be  in  full  sympathy 
with  such. 


THE  TITLE  “  GENTLEMAN  ”. 

1  his  ancient  designation  indicated  that  a  man  was  of  gentle  birth — one  who  was 
entitled  by  grant  or  descent  to  bear  armorial  insignia.  It  was  a  title  which  even  in  the 
sixteenth  century  was  much  abused,  and  at  the  various  Visitations  of  the  Heralds  the 
following  words  are  frequently  found  opposite  to  a  man’s  name — “  No  Gentleman  " — 
which  in  modern  days  would  have  a  very  different  interpretation.  The  great  majority 
ol  such  so  recorded  occupied  local  positions  of  honour  and  esteem,  and  frequently  were 
using  armorial  insignia  to  which  they  thought  they  were  entitled,  and  upon  not  being 
able  to  show  proof  of  their  right  to  such  (being  perhaps  descendants  of  a  brother  of  the 
original  grantee,  to  whom  armorial  bearings  had  not  been  granted),  and  declining  to 
apply  for  legal  authority  to  armigerous  rank  or  to  pay  the  fees  to  the  Crown,  they  had 
to  be  thus  designated. 


THE  TITLE  “ESQUIRE". 

Perhaps  of  all  the  orders  of  chivalry,  that  of  “  Esquire  "  is  the  most  misused  in  modern 
days,  and  to  a  most  ridiculous  extent.  Legally  this  ancient  title  is  confined  to  the  eldest 
sons  of  the  younger  sons  of  Peers,  and  their  eldest  sons  in  perpetual  succession  ;  the 
eldest  sons  of  the  sons  of  Viscounts  and  Barons  ;  the  sons  of  Baronets  ;  and  the  eldest 
sons  of  Knights. 

This  title  is  also  granted  to  “  Captains  in  the  Wars  " — that  is  to  say  Commissioned 
Officers,  Kings  of  Arms  and  Heralds,  Sheriffs  of  Counties,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
Deputy-Lieutenants,  and  to  certain  members  of  the  Royal  Household.  Mayors  are 
entitled  to  the  rank  of  “  Esquire  " — but  only  during  their  term  of  office  unless  otherwise 
entitled.  By  courtesy,  barristers,  members  of  the  Diplomatic  Service,  and  graduates  of 
Oxford,  Cambridge  and  Dublin  may  call  themselves  “  Esquires  "  ;  and  in  modern  times 
there  has  grown  up  a  practice  by  which  doctors,  solicitors,  members  of  the  Royal  Academy, 
landed  proprietors  and  the  sons  of  clergymen  are  regarded  as  being  entitled  to  the 
same  rank.  Even  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  Lords  of  Manors  were  so 
designated.  Thus  the  legal  right  to  these  much-abused  orders  of  chivalry  is  given. 
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YEOMAN  ”  AND  “  HUSBANDMAN  ”. 


There  is  a  difference  to  be  observed  in  the  terms  “  Yeoman  ”  and  “  Husbandman  ”, 
t lie  latter  meaning  a  farmer  who  merely  rents  his  land  upon  a  tenancy,  whereas  the 
yeoman  Held  his  land  by  ”  copyhold  ”,  and  such  land  within  a  manor  was  farmed  by 
the  same  family  for  centuries. 

The  Yeomen  of  England  have  been  the  very  backbone  of  the  country  throughout  all 
ages.  As  a  class  they  have  been  those  who  have  lived  the  nearest  to  Nature.  In  the 
tilling  of  the  soil,  in  the  production  of  the  crops,  in  the  raising  of  the  cattle  and  all 
livestock  of  the  farm  they  have  had  to  make  a  scientific  study  of  their  tasks.  This 
has  brought  out  the  very  best  in  men,  and  in  their  occupation  and  their  toil  they  have 
learned  lessons  from  the  Great  Creator  which  no  other  class  of  men  in  the  country  could 
learn.  The  Yeomen  of  England  have  therefore,  as  a  class,  been  able  to  provide  the 
country  with  leaders  in  every  walk  of  life. 

May  this  record  of  one  of  the  Yeoman  Families  of  England  be  an  inspiration  to 
all  its  descendants  in  all  parts  of  the  world  to  follow  on  worthily  in  the  steps  of  their 
forefathers  !  A  few  blank  pages  have  been  provided  so  that  subsequent  generations, 
who  may  value  this  record,  may  keep  their  line  of  descent  entered  up  in  this  family 
history,  and  also  that  any  mistakes  which  may  have  been  made  in  the  compiling  of  this 
book  may  be  noted. 


W.  MILLER  HIGGS. 
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ioui.oGNE,  France,  127 
iow  (alias  Nymet  Tracey),  Co.  Devon,  a>8< > 
iowooiN  College,  Brunswick,  Maine,  439 
fox  Tree  House,  Kirkby-Lonsdale,  West¬ 
morland,  148 

ioxEORD,  Co  Berks,  65,  89,  210 
h<  a  oil  eld,  ('o.  Berks,  92,  93,  2 1  1 ,  233,  271, 
-7->  273-  377-  379.  380,  393 

iltADE'ORD,  339,  364A 

in  a  dee:  v,  Co.  Worcester,  372 

Ik  a  defy  Court,  Chievelov,  C'o.  Berks,  303 
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Bkadninch,  Co.  Devon,  288 
Brakesbourne,  Co.  Kent,  149 
Bramdene,  Co.  Hants,  319 
Brathey  Lodge,  Clapham  Bark,  Co.  Surrey, 
1O4 

Brazen  Head  Cottage,  Sulhampstead,  Co. 
Berks,  258,  259  (Illustration),  261  (Illustra¬ 
tion),  263,  264,  2O5 
Bkkcon,  Wales,  52A 
Breslau,  22 

Br  I  DEW  ELL,  UJI 

Bridgnorth,  Salop,  26,  3(^3 

Brighton,  Co.  Sussex,  103,  109,  146,  153,  337 
Brightyvkl.l  (or  Bkytwell),  Co.  Berks,  54,  (>5, 
3-  1  ■  33°.  388-  386 

Brill’s  Copyhold  (South  Stoke,  Oxon),  14,  43 
Brimpton,  Co.  Berks,  210 

Bristol,  Co.  Gloucester,  34,  96,  227,  230,  245, 
246,  248,  287,  294,  295.  3°5>  333.  3  45.  3  64  a, 

378-  393.  40c  413.  4 1 5 .  H3.  4 -4 
Britain,  419 

British  Columbia,  145,  105,  169,  170,  171, 

I7->  1 73-  -39.  ^46,  3>3.  399.  37°.  4°6, 

408,  4 10 

British  Dominions,  148 
British  Empire,  88,  182,  199 
British  Museum,  149,  300,  334 
Bkixton,  Co.  Surrey,  72,  99,  100,  117,  143,  145, 
C53.  l(j3,  1O4,  169,  183,  187,  240 
Brixworth,  Co.  Northampton,  345 
Broadstaiks,  Co.  Kent,  109,  117 
Broad  Street,  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  24 
Brockley,  342 

Bromley,  Co.  Kent,  4 6a,  13  i,  192,  196,  301, 
304.  3 18 

Brompton,  London,  342 

Bkomsgrove,  Co.  Worcester,  49,  372,  373,  389 
Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  4  17 
Brook  Street,  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  188 
Brookville,  Franklin  County,  1ml.,  451 
Brunswic  k,  Maine,  439 
Brusheord,  Co.  Devon,  289 
Buckeas  1  t.agh,  Co.  Devon,  224 
Buckinghamshire,  32A,  273,  274,  390,  399 
Buckland,  Co.  Bucks,  274 
Buckland  Eilleigh,  Co.  Devon,  280 
Bucklehury  (or  Burghulbury),  Co.  Berks,  55, 
56,  3OA,  39,  Oo,  64,  (>3 ,  67,  68,  69,  78,  86, 
103,  209,  210,  211,  233,  234,  272 
Bucklehury  Chapel,  86 
Bucklehury  Rakish  Church,  233 
Buckoldrewe  (Bradlicld),  37c) 

Bueealo,  N.Y.,  430,  431 

Bunhill  Fields  Burial  Ground,  London,  81 
Bunhii.l  Row,  London,  344 
Bureield,  Co.  Berks,  214,  240,  241,  259,  2O0, 
266 

Bukeoko,  Oxon,  49,  321,  347 

Burghill,  Co.  Hereford,  2,  6,  j8,  49,  52A,  362 

Burke  Road,  Camberwell,  Melbourne,  201 

Burnie,  Australia,  203,  205 

Burnt  Trice,  Tipton,  Co.  Stalls,  373A 

Burton,  Co.  Northampton,  32A 

Bukton-upon-Tkent,  Co.  Stalls,  377 

Bukway  House,  Church  Stretton,  Salop,  289 

Bury  St.  Edmunds,  Co.  Sultolk,  313 

Bushey  Bark,  Surrey,  131 

Bute  County,  N.C.,  439 
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Buttington,  Co.  Montgomery,  374 
Buxton,  226 
Byeord,  6 

Byneield  (or  Bintield),  11,  273 
Cadiz,  127 

Cadwin,  Co.  Cornwall,  281 
Calais,  8 

Calgary,  Alberta,  Canada,  174,  314,  409,  410 
Calieoknia,  IJ.S.A.,  109,  153,  163,  202 
Cam herwell,  London,  119,  132,  183 
Camberwell'  Melbourne,  201 
CaMURIDGE,  277,  362 

Cambridge  Gardens,  Notting  Hill,  London, 
*36 

Cambridge  House:,  Fitzjohn  Avenue,  Hamp¬ 
stead,  Co.  Middlesex,  189 
Cambridge  House,  Northbrook  Street,  New¬ 
bury,  269 

Camden  District,  413 
Camel  River,  Co.  Cornwall,  275 
Campden,  Co.  Gloucester,  397 
Camp  Scour  Haven,  430 
Camp  Winslow,  437 

Canada,  169,  171,  174,  227,  228,  239,  24(1,  307, 

3 1 4 .  34.5.  4 08 

Canterbury,  Co.  Kent,  121,  156,  181 

Canterbury  Cathedral,  i8i 

Capital  oe  Bohemia,  22,  57 

Cap  la  Hague,  99 

Cardiff,  Wales,  228 

Cardston,  Alberta,  408 

Carlsbad,  Germany,  143 

Carshalton,  C'o.  Surrey,  223 

Cash iic  River,  413,  416 

Castell  Ai:re,  Lawrence  Waltham,  383 

Castle  of  Custkin,  22,  37 

Castle  Bytham,  C'o.  Lincoln,  293 

Cathedral  of  Victoria,  B.C.,  293 

Catonsvili.e,  Maryland,  447 

Catton,  283 

Catmere,  Co.  Berks,  54,  59 

('aversham,  Oxon,  6,  8,  10,  24,  46,  50,  32,  36A, 

-’45.  -246.  -J5L  346 
Cecil  County,  Maryland,  414,  413 
Ceylon,  324 

Chaddleworth,  Co.  Berks,  54,  39 
C 11  a leo nl  Sr.  Giles,  224 

Chalk  Bit  Farm,  St.  Raul's  Crav,  Co.  Kent,  100 

ClIAMBERHOUSE  MANOR,  73 

Chancellokvii.le,  444 
Channel  Islands,  132,  133,  242,  286 
Chapicl  1  Iill,  N.C.,  432 
Chardley,  Co.  Shropshire,  363 
Chareield,  Co.  Gloucester,  333 
Charing  Cross,  Co.  Middlesex,  340,  341,  343, 
36- 

Charlestown,  Mass.,  413 
Charles  City,  Virginia,  417 
Charles  County,  Maryland,  413 
Chaki.eton,  373 

Charlottetown,  I’Ll  174,  402,  405,  406,  408 
Charlotte  iovvn  Business  College,  400 
Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester,  9,  10,  27,  284, 
283,  286,  289,  290,  2144,  293,  296,  297,  298, 
-66,  300.  3°-.  3°5>  3o().  3 °7.  3°8,  3°9.  3*L 
313.  30.  3l8*  3-6.  330.  333-  335.  38l«  38- 
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Charlton  Kings  Churchyard,  9,  10,  27,  296, 
3°b,  335 

Charlton  Kings  Parish  Church,  306,  374,  382 
383 

Charterhouse,  189 
Chart  ley,  48 

Chateau  Frontenac,  Quebec,  Canada,  239 
Chatham,  Co.  Kent,  108 

Chatham  Phu-nix  National  Hank,  New  York 

City,  432 

Cheam,  Co.  Surrey,  72,  107,  108,  109,  no,  113, 
117,  l87.  --5 
C'heckendon,  Oxon,  52 
Ciieddington,  Co.  Hucks,  274 
Chkdwortii  Manor,  Co.  (iloucester,  46A,  303, 

318 

Chelsea,  237,  339 
Chelsea  Barracks,  142 

Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  9,  4OA,  47,  65,  92, 
173,  21 1,  234,  276,  27c;,  28^,  285,  289,  290, 

293,  296,  297,  298,  299,  300,  301,  302,  303, 

304,  305,  306,  307,  308,  309,  311,  314,  317, 

3 iH.  319,  3-°>  32 1  •  329,  33 1  ■  332-  333,  334- 

335,  3^ 1 ,  38 2 >  383-  384-  4°°-  4°2-  4  1 4 .  423 
Cheltenham  Parish  Church,  296,  303,  307, 
308,  309,  381 

Cheltenham  Rectory,  46A,  296,  297,  301,  307, 

3l8>  334-  374-  38l>  38i>  383 
Cherxton,  Co.  Gloucester,  331 
Chertsey,  Co.  Surrey,  223 
Chesham,  273 
Chesham-Boyse,  56A 
Cheshire,  200,  398 
C'heshunt,  Co,  Herts,  364 A 
Chester,  398 

Chester  Place,  Regent  s  Park,  London,  188 
Chetnole  1  Iouse,  Oatlands  Avenue,  Weybridgc, 
Co.  Surrey,  229 
Chicago,  Illinois,  447 

Chieveley,  Co.  Berks,  5 5 ,  87,  221,  222,  223, 
232>  3°5 

Chilham,  Co.  Kent,  133 
Chiltern  Hills,  Oxon,  273 
Chilton,  Co.  Berks,  51,  222,  351,  353 
China,  133,  313,  3<ma 
Chinsurah,  China,  364A 

Chippenham,  Co.  Wilts,  2113,  32c),  310,  330,  397 

Chipping  Ilfley,  Oxon,  348,  349 

Chipping  Sodiuikv,  Co.  (iloucester,  203,  329. 

33°.  332-  385<  39<>,  397 

Chislehurst,  Co.  Kent,  72,  100,  1  18,  119,  120, 

1 23,  131,  132,  133 

Chislehurst  Road,  Bickley,  Co.  Kent,  123,  131 
Cholshuky,  Co.  Bucks,  274 
C hoi.se Y,  Co.  Berks,  221,  333,  337 
Christ  Church,  C.ipsy  Hill,  Norwood,  Co. 
Surrey,  183 

Christ  Church,  Vancouver,  B.C  .,  243,  246 
Christchurch  College,  Oxford,  2(>,  339 
Christchurch  Road,  Streatham  Hill,  Co. 
Surrey,  82 

Christ’s  Hospital,  London,  234 

Chudleigh,  Tasmania,  202 

Church  Knd,  Charlton  Kings,  (  o.  (iloucester, 

3 18 

Church  Field,  Cromarsli,  Oxon,  349 
Church  of  Our  Lord,  II  uni  bolt  Street,  V  ietoria, 
B.C.,  171 
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Church  Stretton,  Salop,  289 
Church  Village  (nr.  Lanivet),  Co.  Cornwall, 
28 1 

Chute,  Co.  Wilts,  87,  223 
Cirencester,  Co.  Gloucester,  296 
City  Lane,  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  78,  103 
City  of  London,  34,  33,  40,  146,  156,  R>.(,  198, 
338.  339,  38(j 

City  of  London  Chest  Hospital,  220 
City  of  London  School,  184 
City  of  Victoria,  B.C.,  172 
Ci.airville  House,  Crofton,  Co.  Kent,  194 
Clanfield,  Oxon,  234 

Clapham,  Co.  Surrey,  100,  1  117,  143,  137, 

160,  163,  1  (>4,  174 
Clapham  Common,  163 
Clapham  Park,  164 
Clarendon  County,  S.C.,  415 
Clatford,  Co.  Berks,  273 

Ci.averley,  Co.  Shropshire,  65,  3(13,  304 ,  3O4A, 
39b 

Claverton  Lodge,  Streatham  Hill,  310 

Clay  Hill,  Co.  Berks,  57,  <>5 

Clevedon  Court,  287 

Clewer,  Co.  Berks,  293 

Clive  (or  Cliff),  C'o.  Kent,  26,  39,  47-  358 

Cliff  End,  Fairlight,  C'o.  Sussex,  112 

Clifford’s  Inn,  London,  341,  392,  393 

Close,  The  (Charlton  Kings),  Co.  Gloucester, 

3 1  2,  313 

Close,  The  (Lichlield),  27,  28,  29,  37 
Ci.oyesho  (or  Cliff  at  Hoo),  Co.  Kent,  2O 
Cohham,  Co.  Surrey,  183 
Codrington,  Co.  Gloucester,  328,  329,  330 
Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  12,  30,  39,  30,  34,  35,  (>(>, 
75,  78,  80,  81,  84,  85,  80,  88,  80,  94,  95,  9<>, 
102,  103,  107,  109,  134,  139,  14b,  147.  l8l< 

188,  1 90,  200,  210,  214,  222,  223,  229,  230, 

2O0,  2b5,  2O9,  270,  273,  338,  332 
Cold  Ash  Common,  Co.  Berks,  53,  56A,  37,  83, 
87.  95 

Coldharbour  Farm,  Co.  Kent,  I  18,  I  19,  120, 
125,  126,  132,  133 

Coldharbour  Farm,  Co.  Surrey,  110 
“  Coles  ”  (in  Basildon,  Co.  Berks),  391 
Coi.ksbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  7,  9,  46A,  290 
29b,  303,  304,  318,  319,  32q«  321<  322-  323« 

3 - 4 •  3 2 5.  33°.  33 2 »  347-  38L  382.  4°°.  4°L 

414,  415,  423 

Col esii ill,  Co.  Berks,  4OA,  47,  234,  235,  230, 
282,  304,  402 

College  of  Arms,  London,  7,  9,  109,  174,  30G, 
32°.  4 1 4 

('oi.Li  ngbourn  E  (near  Kingston),  (  o.  Wilts,  240 
Coi.LiNGWooD,  Victoria,  Australia,  202 
C01.N brook,  95 

Colsterworth,  Co.  Lincoln,  345 
Colthrop  Manor,  Co.  Berks,  (>4,  (>5,  87 
Columbia  Military  School,  lennessee,  43*1 
Columbia  University,  New  York  City,  43L 

44  / 

CoMARD,  Co.  Sullolk,  3O9 
Combe,  48 

Com  be  Abbey,  Co.  Warwick,  20,  21,  22 
Combekton,  (' o.  Worcester,  3O7 
Compton,  West,  Co.  Berks,  55,  59,  65 
Conarton  (alias  Conderton),  Co.  Worcester, 

377 
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Connecticut,  U.S.A.,  415 

Conners vi lle  Library,  Indiana,  451 

Cookham,  Co.  Berks,  373A 

Coolgardik,  Western  Australia,  202 

Corfe  Castle,  Co.  Dorset,  46A,  303,  304,  303 

Cork,  Ireland,  364A 

Corkran  Road,  Surbiton,  Co.  Surrey,  173 
Cornwall,  County  of,  273,  281,  433 
Cornwall  Road,  Brixton,  Co.  Surrey,  1 1 7 
Corpus  Christi  College,  Oxford,  260 
Cotswold  Hills,  Co.  Gloucester,  9,  211,  293 
Cotton  Hill,  Shrewsbury,  31)2 
Couni),  Salop,  366,  368 
Courtenhall,  Co.  Northampton,  138 
Co  vent  Garden,  London,  342- 
Covent  Garden  Market,  London,  190 
Cowden,  Co.  Kent,  149 

Cowseley  (or  Crowseley)  Farm,  Shiplake, 
Co.  Oxford,  53,  69 

Coxhill  Farm,  Shepherdswell,  nr.  Dover, 
Co.  Kent,  122,  123 
Cranleich,  Co.  Surrey,  188,  229 
Ckemornf.  House,  Bark  Street,  London,  82 
Crewkerne,  Co.  Somerset,  287 
Cricklade,  Co.  Wilts,  303 

Crift,  Barisli  of  Lanlivery,  Co.  Cornwall,  275, 
282 

Crixall-in-Staple,  Co.  Kent,  121 
Crobrooke  in  Crowmarsii,  Oxon,  349 
Crofton,  Co.  Kent,  191,  194,  193 
Crofton  Bound  Farm,  Co.  Kent,  112,  190 
(Illustration),  192,  193,  194,  195 
Crofton  Manor,  190,  191 
Crofton  Black  Farm,  193 
Crookham,  Co.  Berks,  73,  210,  229 
Crookham  House,  72 
Crookham  Manor,  73,  78,  79,  210 
Cropthorne,  Co.  Worcester,  372,  373 
Crouch  End,  London,  109,  114 
Crowborough  Corner,  199 
Crowell,  Co.  Oxford,  38b 

Crowmarsh  Gifford,  Oxon,  24A,  272,  304, 
347>  34^>  346,  350  (Illustration  of  Church) 
Crown  Inn,  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  89 
Crown  Swimming  Bath,  Kennington  Oval, 
London,  157 

Crown  Villas,  Kennington  Oval,  London,  137 
Crown  Wharf,  Deptford,  146 
Crown  Works,  South  Lambeth,  London,  135, 
164 

Crowslky  Farm,  Shiplake,  Oxon,  33,  69 
Croxall,  Co.  Derby,  282,  283,  366,  368 
Croydon,  Co.  Surrey,  183,  193 
Cuckft eld  Cemetery,  Co.  Sussex,  113 
Culham,  Oxon,  360 

Culling  hurst  Farm,  Cowden,  Co.  Kent,  149 
Cumberland,  228 
Cumberland  County,  Va.,  434 
Curramulka,  South  Australia,  279 
Custrin  Castle,  22,  37 

Dagenham,  Co.  Essex,  364A 
Dai.ungton,  Co.  Northampton,  343 
Dancastlk’s  Copyholds  at  South  Stoke,  14,  43 
Dancastlk’s  House  at  South  Stoke,  13 
Danville,  Va.,  431,  433 
Darby  Farm,  Albert  Head,  B.C.,  406 
Darenth  Road,  Stamford  Hill,  London,  100 
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Dari.aston,  Co.  Staffs,  367 
Dartmouth,  Co.  Devon,  133 
Date  Street,  Walworth,  Co.  Surrey,  119 
Daventry,  Co.  Northampton,  139,  343 
Davis  Street,  Berkeley  Square,  London,  W., 
86,  94,  97,  103,  188,  200,  210 
Dawson's  Cross  Roads,  N.C.,  420 
Deep  Creek  Baptist  Chapel,  449 
Deerhurst  Walton,  306,  307 
Deloraink,  Tasmania,  200,  203,  206 
Denbigh,  424 
Dicnmark,  202 

Denmark  Blac  k  Baptist  Chapel,  183 
Deptford,  Co.  Kent,  146 
Derbyshire,  273,  282,  366 
Dkvonport,  Co.  Devon,  169,  203,  204 
Devonport,  Tasmania,  201,  202,  205 
Devonshire,  7,  68,  69,  89,  139,  140,  148,  149, 
150,  169,  174.  275.  284,  324,  374 
Dingwall,  Scotland,  127 
Dobbs  County,  Maryland,  444 
Doddington,  Co.  Northampton,  323 
Dolman  House,  Shaw,  Co.  Berks,  63,  64 
Dominion  of  Canada,  169,  174 
Donnington,  Co.  Berks,  57,  63,  67,  2O7 
Donnington,  Co.  Huntingdon,  24A 
Donnington  Castle,  Co.  Berks,  57 
Dorchester,  Co.  Berks,  233 
Dorset,  46A,  202,  304,  30!) 

Douklyn,  Co.  Worcester,  49 
Dour,  River,  121 
Dover,  Co.  Kent,  26,  63,  121,  122 
Downfield,  St.  Lawrence  Waltham,  Co. 
Berks,  383 

Down  Rossall,  361,  362 

Draper’s  School,  Hayward’s  Heath,  Co. 
Sussex,  1 1 3 

Dromork,  Ireland,  363,  364A 
Dudley,  Co.  Worcester  366,  372,  373A 
Dundee,  Co.  Forfar,  164 
Dunmow,  Co.  Essex,  52A 
Durham,  324,  328 
Dwelling  House  of : 

Mrs.  Hannah  Baily,  71,  78,  86 
Adam  Higgs,  81 
Samson  Higgs,  86 
Thomas  Hunt,  76 
Rev.  William  Taylor,  76 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Houghton,  76 
Mrs.  Mary  Woodbridge,  76 
(Licensed  for  Meetings  of  Protestant  Dissenters.) 
Dymonds,  Co.  Cornwall,  279 

Ealing,  West,  Co.  Middlesex,  331 
Eastbourne  College,  178 
East  Cape,  Bapua,  204 

East  Cliff  House,  Ramsgate,  Co.  Kent,  157 
East  Hagborn  (Hagbourne),  Co.  Berks,  221, 
237.  272 

East  Hampstead,  Co.  Berks,  2 
Eastington,  Co.  Gloucester,  296,  301,  307,  331, 
333-  335 

East  London  Tabernacle,  160,  164 
East  Newton,  Co.  Yorks,  324 
Easton-on-the-Hill,  Stamford,  Co.  Lincoln, 

345 

East  Strachan,  Tasmania,  88,  89 
Eastville,  Bristol,  294 
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Eaton  in  Leominster,  Co.  Hereford,  48,  49 
ICccleston  Square,  Pimlico,  London,  89 
Eccleston  Square  Chapel,  Pimlico,  London, 
89 

Edenbridge,  Co.  Kent,  133 
Edemton,  N.C.,  431 

Edge  (Parish  of  Painswick),  Co.  Gloucester, 

3-9.  33°.  33-: 

Edgecombe  County,  N.C.,  419,  420,  421, 

423>  4L5.  4^8 

Edinburgh,  Scotland,  13  1 
iiDMONTON  University,  Canada,  408 
Egeosiiaile,  Co.  Cornwall,  275,  280 
Ei.ing,  Co.  Hants,  246,  338 
Elkston,  Co.  Gloucester,  4OA 
Elm  Lodge,  Reading,  231 
Elm e  (Ewelme),  6x011,  39,  390 
Eltham,  Co.  Kent,  120 

Elvington  (Evelton  or  Elveton),  Parish  of 
Goring,  Oxon,  2,  6  11,  385 
Ely,  4C1A,  149,  303 
Enborne  River,  55 
En field,  ('o.  Middlesex,  132,  133 
Enfield,  N.C.,  414 

England,  ii,  17,  19,  35,  47,  52A,  38,  63,  66,  83, 
1  -7-  !33.  155.  *69,  170,  199,  238,  269,  295, 

31  r>  387-  4 1 3.  4!5.  4^T  4^3-  4^4 .  453.  454 
Englefield,  Co.  Berks,  238 

Epsom  Downs,  Co.  Suirey,  159,  160 
Erdisley  Castle,  48 
Frith  Cemetery,  193 
Erlye,  Co.  Berks,  252 
Esquimalt,  B.C.,  165 

Essex,  County  of,  52A,  89,  90,  138,  164,  165, 
210,  310,  386,  395,  399,  401 
Etaples,  h'rance,  169 

Evelton  (Elvington),  Parish  of  Goring,  Oxon, 
2,  6,  11,  383 
Even  Swindon,  294 

Evesham  (or  Eveksham),  45,  373,  391,  396 
Ewelme  ( Elm e),  Oxon,  39,  390 
Exeter,  Co.  Devon,  131,  149,  264,  280,  283, 
284,  285,  287,  289,  31 1,  383 
Exeter  Cathedral,  283,  2811 
Exlade,  South  Stoke,  40,  44 
Exton  Estate,  Tasmania,  200 
Eynsford  Baptist  Chapel,  192 

Eairfokd,  Co.  Gloucester,  225 

Eairlight,  Co.  Sussex,  112 

Pair  Oak,  Kingselere,  Co.  Hants,  88,  89 

Fa  la  1  sic,  France,  52  a 

Falkland  Place,  Co.  Fife,  20 

Family  Grave  of : 

.  Adam  Higgs  at  Thatcham,  81 
James  Higgs  at  Thatcham,  77 
Samson  Higgs  at  Thatcham,  91  (Illus¬ 
tration) 

Caleb  Higgs  at  Norwood  Cemetery,  100 
William  Higgs  of  Lambeth  at  Norwood 
Cemetery,  145,  152 

William  Higgs  of  Stock  well  at  Norwood 
Cemetery,  161  (Illustration) 

William  Higgs  of  Ratcliff  at  Tower 
Hamlets,  235 

Farnborough,  Co.  Kent,  196 
Farnboiiough  Hall,  Farnborough,  Co.  Kent, 
164,  192 


Farnham, 50 

1'ARNINGHAM,  Co.  Kent,  164,  I92 
Faringdon,  Co.  Berks,  234,  331 
Eaversham,  Co.  Kent,  197,  199 
Fawley  (South),  Co.  Berks,  4OA,  47 
Felixstowe,  Co.  Suffolk,  199 
Fentiman  Road,  Clapham,  London,  117 
Fenton  Pitts  (Lanivet),  Co.  Cornwall,  275, 
276,  279,  280,  281,  453 

Perry  Street,  Lambeth,  London,  99,  107, 
1  \9’  1 35 

Fife  County,  20 
-Finchley,  London,  29} 

F'inedon,  Co.  Northampton,  343 

Fishing  Creek,  FTlgccombc  Co.,  N.C.,  424 

F'itz  John  Avenue,  Hampstead,  Co.  Middlesex, 

1 89 

Flag  Run,  Cashie  River,  416 

Flanchford,  Co.  Surrey,  319 

Fleet,  The  (Prison),  33 

F  letcher’s  House,  Woodstock,  Oxon,  330 

Flint  County,  386 

F'lood  Place,  Alton,  Co.  Hants,  336 

Flore,  Co.  Northampton,  345 

Foots  Cray,  Co.  Kent,  192 

Foots  Cray  Baptist  Chapel,  120,  192 

Foots  Cray  Paper  Mills,  192 

Ford  Hall,  Co.  Warwick,  323 

F'ordley,  Co.  Suffolk,  3O9 

Forest  Green,  Co.  Surrey,  184,  186 

Forest  Green  Wesleyan  Chapel,  184,  186 

For  far  County,  164 

F'ortress  of  Lichfield,  Co.  Staffs,  29,  37 
F'ort  Caswell,  N.C.,  447 
F'ort  P'isher,  419,  447 
F'ort  Street,  Victoria,  B.C.,  409 
Fowl’s  Court  (or  Fullescote),  Co.  Berks, 
1 1 ,  356  (acreage) 

F'oynes,  N.B.,  127 

France,  8,  37,  63,  66,  107,  133,  160,  165,  193, 
199,  204,  225,  226,  228,  229,  313,  323,  329, 
436,  443 

Frankford,  Tasmania,  204 

Franklin,  Co.  N.C.,  439 

Franklin,  Co.  Indiana,  451,  452 

Frilsham,  Co.  Berks,  267 

F'rocester,  Co.  Gloucester,  301,  334 

Frocestek  Lodge,  South  Norwood,  Co. 

Surrey,  313 
F'rogmore,  142 
F'rognal,  100 
F'rome,  Co.  Somerset,  227 

F'ullescote  (or  Fowl's  Court),  Co.  Berks,  11, 
359  (acreage) 

P'urzedown  Farm,  Mitcham  Lane,  Streatham, 
Co.  Surrey,  100,  102,  103,  109,  111.  162, 

190 

Gainsborough,  Co.  Lincoln,  345 
Gairloch,  N.B.,  127 
Galiano  Island,  B.C.,  170,  171,  173 
Gatehampton  Manor,  Oxon,  11 
Geelong,  Victoria,  Australia,  201 
Georgetown  District,  Prince  George  County, 
S.C.,  415 

Georgia,  U.S.A.,  416,  417,  434,  438,  440,  442, 
443.  444 

Germany,  11,  22,  160,  258 
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Gesnes,  France,  .| 43 

Gettysburg,  Battle  of,  .{38 

Giles  Court,  Ashampstead,  200,  233,  271 

Gipsy  Hill,  Norwood,  Co.  Surrey,  185 

Glasgow,  Scotland,  201 

Glaskknn icy,  C  o.  Wicklow,  Ireland,  157 

Glengarry,  N.B.,  127 

Glenoke,  Tasmania,  200 

Gloucester,  9,  46,  46A,  173,  290,  2(13,  294, 
3°4<  305.  30<>,  3 [  1 .  3 '3.  318,  333.  33  1. 
37-1-  303.  30«,  4 1 4-  423-  40 
Gloucester  Cathedral,  304 
Gloucester  County,  Vh.,  439 
Gloucestershire,  2,  7,  9,  10,  27,  46A,  4 7 ,  .49, 
52A,  65,  92,  1  o  1 ,  21 1,  225,  227,  234,  273, 
27O,  279,  290,  295,  302,  303,  304,  306,  307, 
31  1,  319,  3-  1 .  322.  324>  329.  33°.  33 >.  332- 
333.  347-  3f>6,  3r>0.  37C  377.  378.  38°.  38'. 
382.  383.  306,  397.  308,  309,  400,  401,  402, 
4 1 3.  4M.  4C3.  423 

Goring,  Oxon,  1,  11,  24A,  34,  41,  46A,  51,  52, 
5OA,  171,  220,  222,  237,  253,  23b,  238, 

2 7°.  340,  355,  357.  350,  361.  375,  385,  386 
Goring  Chapel,  87 

Gosport,  Co.  Hants,  402 
Government  House,  Ashcroft,  B.C.,  165 
Government  House,  Bermuda,  403 
Government  House,  Victoria,  B.C.,  173 
Gracechurch  Street,  London,  320 
Grafton  Flyeord,  C'o.  Worcester,  372 
Grammar  School,  Beading,  Co.  Berks,  18 
Grange,  The,  Parish  of  Shaw,  Co.  Berks,  6,  53, 
36,  56a,  63 
Grant,  N.B.,  127 
Grantham,  Co.  Lincoln,  345 
Granville,  N.C.,  450 

Granville  County,  N.C.,  415,  117,  430,  451, 
45  2 

Gr a v  1:1.  Pit  Farm,  Midgham,  C'o.  Berks,  240 
Gray’s  Farm,  Frognal-in-Chislehurst,  Co.  Kent, 
100,  192 

Great  Britain,  37,  148 
Great  Easton,  345 

Great  Houghton,  Co.  Northampton,  5(5 
Great  Portland  Street,  London,  150 
Great  Shurdington,  Co  Gloucester,  333 
Great  Torkington,  Co.  Devon,  280 
Great  Washhourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  382 
Greater  London,  ioo 

Greenacres  Chapel,  Oldham,  Co.  Lancs,  364A 
Greenham,  Co.  Berks,  55,  56,  73 
Greenham  Lodge:,  Greenham,  Berks,  73 
Green  Park,  London,  339 
Greens  Norton,  Co.  Northampton,  392 
Green-Street-Green,  Co  Kent,  133,  196,  197 
Green-Street-Gkekn  Baptist  Chapel,  196, 
197  (Illustration) 

Green-Street-Gkeen  Sunday  School  Build¬ 
ings,  196,  197  (Illustration) 

Greenville,  N.C.,  427,  428,  429,  430,  431, 

43 2-  434.  435.  43<>.  447.  448 
Greenville  Baptist  Chapel,  431 
Greenville  Cotton  Mill,  N.C.,  428,  431 
Greenwich,  127,  364.x 

Greyhound  Lane:,  Streatliam,  Co.  Surrey,  100 
Grey's  Inn,  Co.  Middlesex,  381,  392 
Grimlky,  Co.  Worcester,  372 
Gryndon,  (>,  50 
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Guadeloupe,  127 
Guards’  Barracks,  Chelsea,  142 
Guernsey,  Isle  of,  132,  133 
Guildford,  Co.  Surrey,  245,  248 
Guildhall,  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  84 
Guildhall  School  of  Music,  London,  112,  193 
Guinea  Station,  Va.,  444 
Gulf  of  Georgia,  174 

Gwydyk  House  (60,  Brixton  Hill),  London, 

J  43.  145.  B>3.  l60,  2<H 

Haddiscoe,  Co.  Norfolk,  246 
Hadspen,  200 

Haghorn,  least,  (  o.  Berks,  221,  247,  272,  450 
Hague,  The  (Holland),  16,  19,  22,  24,  24.x,  36, 
41.  57,  121,  305 
Hainault,  3 1  1 

Halford,  Co.  Shropshire,  361,  362,  363,  400, 
4L3 

Halifax,  N.S.,  409 

Halifax  County,  N.C.,  417,  418,  420,  423, 
425,  426,  428,  434,  437,  ,50 
Halstead,  Co.  Fssex,  180 
Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  288 
Hamilton  (or  Bermuda)  Island,  402 
Hammkrsley,  11 

Hampshire:  (alias  Southampton),  72,  77,  88, 
80,  133.  >45.  >53.  26o.  2 64,  2f>5.  33O,  337. 
385.  387 

Hampstead  (Fast),  C'o.  Berks,  6,  50 
Hampstead,  Co.  Middlesex,  1 8< 4,  341,  344,  346, 
302,  304 

Hampstead  Farm,  Old  Sodbury,  Co.  Gloucester, 
329 

Hampstead  Norris  (or  Norkeys),  Co.  Berks, 
62,  87,  c>3,  221,  222,  223,  232,  2 56,  271,  272 
Hampton  Court  Palace;,  163 
Hanhorough,  Co.  Oxford,  3211 
Hanijuky,  Co.  Staffs,  36!),  368 
Ham. icy  Castle,  Co.  Worcester,  473 
Hanley  Congregational  Chapel,  364A 
Hannicy,  West,  Co.  Berks,  2,  6,  11,  56A,  238, 
2 30,  2 73.  45 2 

Hannicy,  West,  Parish  Church,  238 
Hannicy,  Fast,  238,  239,  393 
Hannington,  Co.  Northampton,  445 
Hanover  County,  Va.,  .437 
Hakdenhuish,  Co.  Wilts,  32(1 
Haricfiicld,  Co.  Middlesex,  251 
Har icseticld,  Co.  Wilts,  330 
1 1  ARPicNDEN,  Co.  Herts,  14*1 
Harper’s  Ferry  Arsicnal,  437 
Harrow  Green  Church,  Leytonstone,  Co. 
Fssex,  310 

Hartleborne,  Co.  Worcester,  65,  341,  371 
Hartebukie-Morwent,  Co.  Gloucester,  381 
Hartlicbury,  Co.  Worcester,  472,  373 
Harve  y’s  Lands  (South  Stoke,  Oxon),  45 
Hastings,  Co.  Sussex,  112,  1 1 3 
Haven,  The  (Galiano  Island,  B.C.)  : 

Illustration,  waterfront,  170 
Illustration,  Billiard  Boom  and  Library,  171 
Verses,  172 

Illustration,  House  party,  173 
Hayles,  Co.  Gloucester,  307,  314 
Haynes  Hill,  Taunton,  Co.  Somerset,  329 
Hayward’s  Heath,  Co.  Sussex,  109,  111,  112, 
>>3.  ‘>4.  >93 
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Hazelky  or  Hasely,  Oxon,  11 

Headley,  Co.  Berks,  131 

Heckfield,  Co.  Hants,  337 

Helyns,  Co.  Hereford,.  49 

Hem  el  Hempstead,  Co.  Herts,  155 

Henbijuy,  Co.  (Gloucester,  334,  382 

Hendon,  Co.  Middlesex,  146 

Heni.ey,  Oxon,  6,  12,  52,  70,  305,  307 

Henwick,  Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  12, 

30.  35-  39,  43-  45,  5°.  54-  55.  5<>,  5Ga-  59, 
60,  61,  64,  t)6,  67,  (>8,  69,  70,  71,  75,  78, 
80,  81,  89,  95,  222,  223,  243,  2  bo,  263,  332, 
388,  380 

Henwick  Old  Farm,  55 
Her  ic  be  a  r  - 1  n  -  B  ec  k  i  n  ore  in,  1 4  < 4 
Hereeord,  189,  252 
Hereford  Este,  (>,  4c),  252 
Herefordshire,  2,  3,  6,  8,  9,  14,  46,  48,  49, 
50,  5-a>  56a,  189,  ^38-  -5-,  3° 1 ,  33  L  356, 

36l>  362-  37‘-  377.  38°,  4°°,  4°- 
H  EK  MIT  ACE,  Co.  Berks,  222,  223,  232 
Hermitage,  The,  Welcombe,  near  Bade,  Corn¬ 
wall,  289 

Hkrnk  Bay,  Co.  Kent,  113,  194 
Hi  CRN  E  1 1 1  ll,  1  -ondon,  1 84 
Hertford,  374 
Hertford  College,  320 
Hertford  County,  N.C.,  42(1 
Hertfordshire,  52A,  133,  187,  33(1,  338,  393, 
4°°-  453 

Hicyic,  South,  Co  Hants,  336 
Hideland  in  Woodcote,  Oxon,  32 
Hidlington,  Co.  Oxford  329 
Higford,  Co.  Shropshire,  299 
Higgs’  Croft,  Waltham,  Co.  Berks,  382,  383 
“  Highbridge  ",  Palace  Road,  Streatham,  Co. 
Surrey,  187 

Highfucld,  The,  Bickley,  Co.  Kent,  123,  128 
(Illustration),  131 

High  Ham,  Co.  Somerset,  36(1,  382 
High  Molborn,  Co.  Middlesex,  339 
High  Street,  Marylebone,  London,  182 
Highwori  h,  Co.  Gloucester,  331 
High  Wycombe,  Co.  Bucks,  273 

I  llGHICR  Cadwin,  28 1 

Higher  Pennant  (Lanlivery),  Co.  Cornwall, 
279,  282 

Higley,  Co.  Shropshire,  (>3,  3 ( > 3 ,  304,  3<>4A, 

395 

Hillmorten,  Co.  Warwick,  138 
1 1 IMI.EY,  Co  Stalls,  373A 

I I  iNDHiCAD,  Co.  Surrey,  K»o 
1  I  INTON,  33  I 

Hinton  Road,  Herne  Hill,  London,  184 
Hitch  in,  Co.  Herts,  394A 
11. M.  Office  of  Works,  142,  133 
H  M.  Treasury  Chambers,  Whitehall,  London, 
9-i 

Hoc  kenden  Farm  (near  Swanley),  Co.  Kent,  132 
1  lo den,  near  Ash,  Co.  Kent,  181 
Holland,  22,  24A,  41,  toi,  303,  330 
Holland  Road  Baptist  Chapel,  Hove,  Co. 
Sussex  1  33 

Hollywood,  California,  240 
Hoi.me,  Co.  Lincoln,  32A 
Holmwood  Estate,  Shiplake,  Co.  Oxford,  11 
Holsworthy,  Co.  N  Devon,  285,  280,  287,  288, 
289,  290,  291,  302,  312,  329,  330 


Holsworthy  Wesleyan  Chapel,  288 
Holt,  Co.  Worcester,  372,  373 
Holy  1  rinity  Church,  Brompton,  London,  342 
Holy  Trinity  Church,  Marylebone,  London, 
‘  39 

Holy  Trinity  Church,  Pimlico,  London,  342 
Honiton,  Co.  Devon,  140 

Hook  End,  Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  21 1,  218,  271 
Hopesay,  Co.  Shropshire,  374 
Hopston,  Co.  Shropshire,  363 
Horne  Park,  Co.  Kent,  107,  108,  109 
Horner’s  Military  College,  Oxford,  N.C., 
-  439,  44  1 

Horninglowe,  Co.  Stafford,  377 
Hornsby,  Sydney,  Australia,  201 
Horseferry,  Chelsea,  Co.  Middlesex,  339 
Horton,  Co.  Gloucester,  293,  329,  330,  331,  332, 

333,  385,  39b,  .423,  424 
Hospital  of  the  Savoy,  London,  19 1 
House  of  Correction,  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  83 
Hove,  Co.  Sussex,  145,  14b,  148,  149,  130,  133 
Hoxton,  London,  102,  108,  109,  114,  115,  373A 
I  Ioxton  Hall,  114,  1 13 
Hoxton  Street,  London,  1 1 4 
Huddersfield,  22(1 
lluisn,  Co.  Somerset,  366 
1 1 ull,  Co.  Yorks,  22b 
Hum  bolt  Street,  Victoria,  B.C.,  171 
Humfreston  Hall,  Staltord,  364A,  3D7 
Hungerford,  Co.  Hants,  230 
Huntingdon,  52A 

Huntley  A  Palmer’s  Biscuit  Factory, 
Reading,  Co.  Berks,  2(14 
Huntscombe,  Oxon,  38b 
Hurst,  Co.  Berks,  39,  231,  253 
Hyde  Park,  London,  131),  331) 

Ickenham  Hall,  Uxbridge,  Co.  Middlesex,  182, 
*83 

Icomb  Place,  Co.  Gloucester,  2,  b,  49,  32A 
Illawarra,  200 
Illinois,  447 

Inckborrow  (lnkberrow),  Co.  Worcester,  372 
Independent  Chapel,  Newbury,  7b 
Independent  Meeting  House,  Newbury,  7b, 
77 

India,  323 

Indiana,  444,  44b,  431,  432 
Indianapolis,  44b,  452 
Ingersoll,  Canada,  23c) 

Inner  Temple,  London,  393 
Inverness,  Scotland,  203 
Ipswich,  Co.  Suffolk,  3(»4A,  363 
Ireland,  34,  33,  37,  32A,  bb,  322 
Ireland  Island  (Bermudas),  402 
Isle  of  Fly,  149 

Isle  of  Sheppey,  Kent,  13(1,  140,  143,  14b,  133, 

*75 

Isle  of  Wight  County,  4  13 
Isleham,  Co.  Cambridge,  323 
Islington,  London,  133,  223,  339 
Iialy,  1 bo 

I vington,  Co.  Gloucester,  39b 

J ackn ell’s,  Great  (Y  Little,  210 
Jamaica,  243,  24b 
Jamestown,  Virginia,  413 
Jefferson  Hotel,  Richmond,  Va.,  431 
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Jersey,  Channel  Isles,  242,  28(1 
Jerusalem,  52 a 

Jesus  College,  Oxford,  297,  298 
Johannesburg,  S.  Africa,  314 
John  Street  (Old)  Mission  Building,  New 
York  City,  403 


Kamloops,  B.C.,  172 

Kembers  in  Swallowiteld,  Co.  Berks,  252, 
267 

Kempsford,  ('o.  Oloucester,  303,  331 
Ken merton,  Co.  Gloucester,  378 
Kennet,  River,  90,  95 
Kennet  Valley,  55 

Kennington,  Co.  Surrey,  100,  111,  162  171 
180 

Kennington  Oval,  Surrey  Cric  ket  Ground, 
157,  163,  164 

Kennington  Bark  Road,  187 
Kensington,  342 

Kensington  Mission  Hall,  Charlottetown 
B.F.I.,  406 

Kent  County,  26,  40,  46A,  52,(19,  100,  107,  108, 
109,  I  I  2 ,  II7,  Il8,  IK),  120,  121,  122,  I23, 

125,  126,  1 3 1 ,  132,  133,  144,  146,  149,  155, 

156*  L57>  rC>4,  165,  1 8 1 ,  185,  190,  191,  192, 

193,  194,  196,  i<>7,  199,  301,  304,  310,  315, 

3 1 32°.  33h.  358.  373A,  387,  399.  416,  422 
Kentucky,  II. S. A.,  424,  425 
Kenyon  Baptist  Chapel,  153  (Illustration), 
160,  1O4 

Kenyon  House,  Brixton,  Co  Surrey,  143,  153 
Kersney  (Kearsnky,  or  La  Keksony),  121 
Kersney  Court,  Co.  Kent,  121 
Kesteven,  345 
Kew  Gardens,  277 

King  &  OuKEN  County,  Virginia,  U  S. A.,  421 

Kingham,  Mass.,  IJ.S.A.,  }  1 3 

Kingsbkomley,  Co.  Staffs,  374 

Kingsbury,  Co  Warwick,  435 

Kingscli  re,  Co.  Hants,  88,  89,  239,  240,  241 

Kings  Cross,  London,  188 

Kingsdown,  Co.  Kent,  52 

Kingsley  Bark  Hotel,  Northampton,  345 

Kings  Byon,  Co.  Hereford,  52A 

Kings  Stanley,  314 

Kingston,  Maryland,  U.S.A.,  444 

Kingston,  Co.  Wilts,  2  jo 

Kingston  Lisle;,  Co.  Berks,  23*1 

Kingston-on-' Thames,  Co.  Surrey,  110 

Kingswinford,  Co.  Staffs,  373 a 

Kintail,  N.  B.,  1  27 

Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Co.  Westmorland,  1  }8 
Kirki.ington,  Co.  York,  324 
"  Kitching  Field,”  Crowmarsh  Gifford,  Oxon, 
349 

“  Knight’s”  Tenement  at  Henwick,  Co. 
Berks,  54,  59,  Oo 

Knowle  Bark,  Co.  Gloucester,  324 
Kyngeshame  Field,  Sanford,  Cheltenham,  299 
Kyngeslic,  Co.  Hants,  339 

La  Fayette,  Indiana,  IBS. A.,  444 
La  Fert-sous-Jouarre,  France,  443 
La  Kersony  (or  Kersney,  Kearsnky),  Co. 
Kent,  1  2  1 

Lamb  Hotel,  Wallingford,  Co.  Berks,  24A 


Lambeth,  Co.  Surrey,  72,  87,  96,  97,  98,  <>9,  100, 
107,  in,  110,  134,  135,  140,  143,  153,  154, 
155,  160,  194,  1 8 1 ,  182.  183,  187,  190,  223, 
228,  230,  310,  343 
Lambeth  Bridge;  (Old),  97 
Lambeth  Chapel  Burial  Ground,  88,  99,  229 
Lambeth  Horse:  Ferry,  <17,  99,  107 
Lambeth  Balacic,  97,  99,  107 
Lambeth  Barish  Church,  97,  99  107  181 

228 


Lambeth  Rural,  Site  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital, 

1 00 

Lambeth  Suspension  Bridge,  97 
Lambeth  Walk,  (47  (Illustration),  182 
Lambeth  Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel 
(Regent  Street  Chapel),  96,  99,  100,  107. 
1 1 9.  1 33.  3 1  °.  3i  1 
Lambourne:,  Co.  Berks,  272 
Lambourne  River,  95 
Lancashire,  365 
Lancaster,  Mass.,  413 
Lancaster,  Va.,  419 
Langeport,  Co  Somerset,  382 
Lanhydrock,  Co.  Cornwall,  282 
Lanivet,  Co.  Cornwall,  275,  2 7(>,  280,  282,  454 
Lanivet  Barish  Church,  276 
Lani  ivery,  Co.  Cornwall,  275,  279,  277,  278, 
279,  281,  282,  453,  454 
Lanlivery  Barish  Church,  277 
Latymers,  Co.  Bucks,  301,  302,  31  i,  41(4 
Launceston,  Co.  Cornwall,  285 
Launceston  Cemetery,  Tasmania,  88 
Launceston,  'Tasmania,  88,  200,  201,  202,  203, 
205,  206 

Lawd  (or  Laud)  Blace,  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  24 
Lawn,  The,  Battersea  Scpiare,  Old  Battersea, 
London,  157 


Lawrence:  Copse,  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  80 

Lawrence:  Corner,  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  80 

Lawrence  Lane,  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  80 

Lawrence:  Waltham,  Co.  Berks,  270,  272,  273 

Lebrina,  Tasmania,  201 

Lkciii.adk,  Co.  Gloucester,  234,  279,  331 

Leckhampstead,  Co.  Berks,  98,  99 

Leicestershire,  County,  401 

Leigh  Churchyard,  313 

Leighton  Buzzard,  Co.  Bedford,  395 

Leinster,  Ireland,  52A 

Lens,  France,  if>7  (Illustration) 

Leominster,  Co.  Hereford,  48,  4(4,  377,  380 

Lettekewe,  North  Britain,  127 

Lewin  Road  Baptist  Chapel,  Streatham,  Co. 

Surrey,  102 
Lewis,  Isle  of,  127 


Lexington,  Va.,  432 
Leyden,  Holland,  22,  49,  358 
Lees,  The  -School,  Cambridge,  164 
Leyton  (or  Layton),  Co.  Fssex,  3 8 ( » 
Leytonstonp  ,  Co.  Fssex,  310 
Liddiard,  Co.  Wilts,  5OA 

Lichfield,  Co.  Staffs,  29,  27,  28,  29,  38,  39,  42, 
121,  244,  245,  282,  351,  356,  358,  399 
Lichfield  Cathedral,  29,  28,  29,  39,  47,  121, 


244,  249 

Lichfield,  The  Close,  26,  27,  28,  29,  38,  42 
Lichfield,  The  Fortress,  214,  42 
Limkhouse,  London,  239 
Lincoln  City,  275,  345,  394 a 


. 
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Lincoln  County,  52A,  293,  336,  339,  345,  364A, 
400 

Lincoln  Cathedral,  24 

Lincoln,  South  Park  High  School  for  Girls,  288, 
289 

Lincolns  Inn,  London,  331,  387 
Linga-Longa,  nr.  Frankfonl,  Tasmania,  204 
Lisbon,  293 

Litti  r:  Chapel  Yard,  Westminster  'St.  Mar¬ 
garet’s),  24 a,  339,  35r> 

Litti  k  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  319 
Little  Milton,  11 
Littlkmokic,  Oxon,  293 
Little  Stoke,  56 

Littleton,  North,  Co.  Worcester,  372 
Ll A n k R Avon ,  Co.  Monmouth,  313 
Llanthony,  46A 

Li.anvrec  hra,  Co.  Monmouth,  313 
Lockinge,  West,  Co.  Berks,  1  1 
Lollards’  Tower,  133 
Lombard  Street,  London,  1O4 
London,  8,  9,  24,  34,  35,  39,  4°.  46a.  52-  57-  69. 
71,  81,  82,  8(>,  87,  88,  89,  <10,  92,  94,  95,  96, 
97,  98,  100,  101,  103,  109,  1 1  2,  1  14,  1 1 5,  1 19, 
120,  121,  122,  126,  1 3 1 ,  133,  138,  139,  141, 

142,  143,  146,  148,  140,  150,  153,  137,  161, 

162,  165,  174,  177,  181,  182,  188,  190,  191, 

193,  200,  210,  223,  220,  230,  234,  238,  239, 

240,  255,  264,  277,  293,  301,  310,  318,  320, 

3-  L  324.  33L  335.  337.  338.  339.  34°.  34  L 

34 2 >  361.  3<MA.  373'Y  375.  381,  3«2-  3*5. 
390,  395.  398,  399,  4°°.  4°L  4 1  °>  4  >4.  453 
London,  Chatham  &  Dover  Station  at 
Ramsgate,  Co.  Kent,  157 
London  Hospital,  The,  240 
London  Stock  Exchange,  178 
Long  Buckly,  Co.  Northampton,  100,  10 1 
Long  Close  (Croxall  Lane),  Co.  Derby,  283 
Longford,  Co.  Hereford,  49 
Longford,  Co.  Gloucester,  280,  313,  334 
Longville  Castle,  Salop,  362 
Long  Whittingham,  Co.  Berks,  272 
Lonplaude-en-Maink,  France,  32A 
Los  Angeles,  Calif  ,  IJ.S. A.,  202 
Lostwithiel,  Co.  Cornwall,  279 
Loughborough  Park,  Brixton,  Co.  Surrey,  183 
Louisiana,  U  S. A.,  447 
Lower  Norfolk  Co.,  Va.,  432 
Ludlow,  Co.  Shropshire,  361 
Lulli ngston e  Estate,  Co.  Kent,  194 
Luli.ingstone  Park,  Co.  Kent,  194 
Lupton  Towers,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Co.  West¬ 
morland,  148 
Luton,  Co.  Beds,  130 
Lydney,  49 

Lyford,  Co.  Berks,  56A,  304 
Lyme  Regis,  Co.  Dorset,  402 
Lyncomb,  330 

Lynnhaven  Parish,  Lower  Norfolk  County, 
Va.,  432 

Magdalen  College,  Cambridge,  277,  433 
Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  40 
Maida  Vale,  London,  181 
Maidenhatch,  Co.  Berks,  272 
Maidenhead,  Co.  Berks,  211,  265,  373A 
Maidford,  ('o.  Northampton,  392 
Maidstone,  Co.  Kent,  387 


Maidstone,  Saskatchewan,  Canada,  307 
Maidwei.l,  Co.  Northampton,  323 
Maine,  U  S. A.,  439 
Maldon,  Co.  Surrey,  1  10 
Mai.ikin  Parish  Church,  iio 
Maldon  Mission  Hall,  iio 
Manchester,  183,  200,  293 
Mangass,  Co.  Cornwall,  279 
Manor  Farm,  The  (South  Stoke,  Oxon),  see 
“  Barre  Place  ” 

Manor  Farm,  The  (Trematon,  Co.  Cornwall), 
282 

Manor,  The,  of — - 

Alton,  Co.  Hants  (Flood  Place),  336 
Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  209,  360,  376,  391,  393 
Buckle  bury  (Burchui.bury),  36 
B u rton-on-T r e nt,  377 
C'hamberhouse,  Co.  Berks,  73 
Chedworth,  Co.  Gloucester,  46A,  303,  318 
Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  299,  300 
Clyffe,  Co.  Wilts,  21 1 
Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  46A,  303, 
304,  318,  347,  414 
Coleshill,  Co.  Berks,  304,  319 
Colthrop,  Co.  Berks,  64,  87 
Crofton,  Co.  Kent,  190,  19 1 
Crookham,  Co.  Berks,  33,  78,  89 
Eastington,  Co.  Gloucester,  333 
Elkston,  Co.  Gloucester,  46A 
Farnham,  Co.  Surrey,  30 
Gatehampton  (Goring),  Oxon,  11 
Goring,  Oxon,  374 

Henwick,  Co.  Berks,  53,  36,  37,  69,  80,  81 
Kersney  (or  Kkaksney),  Co.  Kent,  121 
King’s  Bromley,  Co.  Staffs,  374 
Midlkton  Austens,  Co.  Suffolk,  369 
Midi.eton-cum-Fordley,  Co.  Suffolk,  369 
Otterpool,  Co.  Kent,  189 
Sandford,  Co.  Salop,  300 
Shalford,  Co.  Berks,  36 
Sheffield,  Co.  Berks,  239 
Shinfield,  Co.  Berks,  56 
Southbery  (East  llanney),  Co.  Berks,  393 
Shiplake,  Co.  Oxford,  33 
South  Stoke,  Oxon  (or  “  1  lie  Lordship  of 
Southstoke  ”),  2,  24,  24A,  43,  30,  56A, 
358,  3()l 

Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  53,  56,  38 
Trematon,  Co.  Cornwall,  282 
Warden  (Isle  of  Sheppey),  Co.  Kent,  143, 
144,  1 4 (>  (Illustration,  Warden  Court) 
Willoughton,  Co.  Lincoln,  364A 
Windsors  (Waltham  Place),  Waltham,  Co. 
Berks,  171,  341 

With  1  ngton ,  Co  Gloucester,  46A 
Whitchurch,  Co.  Oxford,  n,  359 
Woodhay,  Co.  Hants,  373 
Wool. HAMPTON,  Co.  Berks,  36 
Manor  House  Hotel,  Warden  (Isle  of  Shep¬ 
pey),  M4 

Manor  House  School,  Clapham,  Co.  Surrey, 

164,  174 

MaPLI  DURHAM,  OXOU,  249,  3S5 

Mark  Lane,  London,  364 a 
Market  Cross,  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  83 
Market  Harborough,  Co.  Leicester,  343 
Market  Place,  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  234 
Market  Koyston,  Co.  Lincoln,  339 
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Marlow,  Co.  Bucks,  390 

Marsh  Gate,  Lambeth,  Co.  Surrey,  9b,  99,  107, 

1 19,  135 

Martin,  Tennessee,  U.S.A.,  451 
Maryland,  U.S.A.,  324,  414,  415,  444,  446, 
447 

Marylebone,  London,  139,  143,  153,  182,  200, 
230 

Marylkhonk  Congregational  Chapel,  i  49 
Massachusetts,  U  S. A.,  413,  431 
Massachusetts  Bay,  413 
Masworth,  Co.  Bucks,  274 
Mayden,  Co.  Berks,  46A 
Mayfield,  Co.  Sussex,  107,  109 
Mayfield  House,  Orpington,  Co.  Kent,  198 
Maze  Bond  Baptist  Chapel,  99 
McKinley  School  for  Boys,  Buffalo,  N.Y., 
43i 

Mediterranean  Sea,  182 
Medstead,  Co.  Hants,  145,  133 
Medsteaij  Instate  of  William  Higgs  of 
Lambeth,  153 

Melbourne,  Victoria,  Australia,  88,  109,  200, 
201,  203,  204,  205 
Melita,  Manitoba,  Canada,  202 
Memorial  Hall,  Spurgeon’s  Orphan  Homes, 
Stockwell,  161 

Memphis,  Tennessee,  IJ.S.A.,  421,  431 
Mentmore,  Co.  Bucks,  274 
Menton,  S.  of  France,  139,  173 
Mercia,  359 

Meredith  College,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  431 
Merton  College,  Oxford,  20,  23,  29,  37,  39, 
4°,  43,  46,  47.  338 

Merton  College  Library,  23,  29,  37,  39,  40 
Merton  Road,  Wandsworth,  Co.  Surrey,  87 
Mesopotamia,  197,  199 
Methodist  Mission,  Last  Cape,  Papua,  204 
Metropolis  of  London,  iio,  119,  134,  139 
Metropolitan  Opera,  New  York  City,  434 
Metropolitan  Tabernacle,  Newington  Butts, 
London,  141,  142,  143,  160,  173 
Mexico,  428 

Mhow,  Central  India,  324 

Middlesex,  4<>a,  87,  97,  132,  133,  146,  183,  318, 

3W,  336.  339.  375.  37<».  3«>.  392.  394.  395. 
398,  399.  400,  401 
Middle  Temple,  London,  331,  362 
Middleton  Co.,  Salop,  392 
Middleton-cum-Fordi.ey,  Co.  Suffolk,  369 
Midgham,  Co.  Berks,  53,  3b,  7 3 ,  81,  214,  240, 
273 

Midhurst,  Co.  Surrey,  107 
Midland  Counties  of  England,  9 
Midleton  Austens,  Co.  Suffolk,  309 
Milan,  308 

Millbank  Street,  Westminster,  Co.  Middle¬ 
sex,  343 

Miller  Street,  Utica,  N.Y.,  454 
Mill  Hill  School,  14b,  193 
Milnak-Hartlebury,  Co.  Worcester,  373 
Milten,  Co.  Berks,  33,  70,  330 
Milten,  Great,  350 
Milton,  Little,  i  i 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  IJ.S.A.,  44b 
Mincing  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  ib.j 
Missenden  (Gt.  &.  Little),  Co.  Bucks,  273 
Missouri,  U.S.A.,  101 


Mitcham  Lanp:,  Co.  Surrey,  96,  98,  100,  102, 
103,  107,  111,  1 17,  134,  14b,  1  b  2 ,  167,  190, 

230 

Mitton,  392,  396 
Mongewei.l,  Oxon,  24 
Monmouthshire,  313,  419 
Montpelier,  Vermont,  IJ.S.A  ,  434 
Montreal,  Canada,  1(15,  228 
Mokar,  Scotland,  127 
Morden  Hall  School,  Surrey,  135 
Moreton  (South),  Co.  Berks,  1  1 
M or eton  Valence,  Co.  Gloucester.  3}} 
Morval,  277 

Moulsford,  Co.  Berks,  18,  43,  220,  330 
Mount  de  Sales,  Baltimore,  Md.,  432,  444 
Moyda-rt,  N.B.,  127 
Mulberry,  Co.  Cornwall,  281 
Mulberry  Downs,  281 
Munden,  Co.  Herts,  32.A 
Munsley,  Co.  Hereford,  52 a 
Murray  Bridge,  S.  Australia,  201 
Muscott  Hill  Farm,  Flore,  Co.  Northampton, 
245 

Musselburgh,  Scotland,  if>4 
Muswell  Hii.l  (N.  London),  339 
Mylly  Field,  Waltham,  Co.  Berks,  383 

Nansemond  County,  413 
Naseby,  10,  27,  29,  303 
Nashville,  Georgia,  U.S.A.,  417 
Naunton,  or  Nawnton,  Co.  Gloucester,  293, 
299,  372 

Navestock,  Co.  Essex,  1  b  [ 

Netherton,  373A 
Nettlebed,  Oxon,  389 
New  Albion,  America,  413 
Newark,  2b,  22b,  277 
New  Barnet,  Co.  Herts,  338 
New  Barn  Farm,  Swan lkvf,  Co.  Kent,  120 
Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  33,  5b,  37,  38,  (>3,  67,  72, 
76-  77.  78,  82,  83,  88,  89,  90,  95,  9b,  1 3 1, 
188,  193,  229,  230,  240,  241,  242,  244,  243, 
247.  248,  253,  254,  233,  269,  272,  321,  338, 
422 

Newbury  Baptist  Meeting  House,  7b 
Newbury  Cemetery,  87 
Newbury — Cheape  Street,  240 
Newbury — Church  House,  239 
Newbury  Churchyard,  89 
Newbury — Girls’  British  School,  89 
Newbury  Guildhall,  83 
Newbury  Independent  Chapel,  7b,  188 
Newbury  Independent  Meeting  House,  7b, 
11,  269 

Newbury  Market  C'ross,  83 
Newbury  Paper  Mill,  240 
Newbury  Parish  Church,  b4,  299 
Newbury  Presbyterian  Meeting  House,  7b 
Newbury  Quakers’  Meeting  House,  7b 
New  Church  Road,  Hove,  Co.  Sussex,  14(1,  130 
New  Cross,  Co.  Kent,  101 
Newebold  Vordene,  Co.  Leicester,  283 
Newnham  Paddox,  Co.  Warwick,  423 
Newington,  London,  190 
Newington  Butts,  London,  142,  143 
Newington  Parish  Church,  87,  97 
New  Jersey,  44b,  447 
New  Kent  Road,  135 
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Newman  Bridge,  363 
Newnham,  Co.  Gloucester,  333 
Newnham,  Co.  Northampton,  339,  345,  454 
Newnham  Murren,  Oxon,  347,  348,  349,  361, 
377 

Newnham  Croft,  349 

New  Orleans,  La.,  432 

New  Bark  Street  C  hapicl,  London,  1 3< > 

Newport  Bagnell,  Co.  Bucks,  364A 

New  Koaij,  Marylehone,  London,  1  39,  132 

New  South  Wales,  405 

New  Street,  Kennington  Bark  Road,  Co. 

Surrey,  187 

Newton  Abbot,  Co.  Devon,  68 

New  York  C  ity,  U.S.A.,  165,  339,  403,  431,  432, 

434.  447.  453 

New  York  Static,  430,  431,  447,  452 
New  Zealand,  202,  240,  279,  405 
Nicholas  Street,  Ipswich,  3O4A 
Nightingale  Lane:,  (  lapham,  Co.  Surrey,  160 
Norfolk,  ioi,  374 
Normandy,  France,  52A,  432 
Northampton,  52A,  138,  139,  140,  i8r,  454 
Northampton  County,  North  Carolina,  420 
Northamptonshire,  52A,  100,  101,  320,  336, 
339,  345.  34()-  454 

Northbrook  Street,  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  269 
North  C  arolina,  415,  416,  417,  419,  420,  425, 
426,  427,  428,  429,  430,  431,  432,  433,  434, 

435.  436,  437.  438,  439,  441-  443.  444-  445, 
446,  447,  448,  450,  451,  452 

Northlkach,  Co.  Gloucester,  234,  279,  303,  331 
North  Stoke,  Oxon,  51,  349,  351,  377 
North  Tawton,  Co.  Devon,  289 
Nor thumberland,  52A 
Northumberland,  Co.  Virginia,  424,  425 
Norton,  Co.  Gloucester,  307,  320,  335,  399 
Norwich,  Co.  Norfolk,  189,  246 
Norwood  Cemetery,  99,  100,  122,  134,  145,  132, 
*55,  1 60,  161,  179,  187,  192,  228,  310 
N OTT1N G  HAMS H  I  K  E,  5  2  A 

Notting  Hill,  London,  239 
Nottoway  County,  Virginia,  434 
Nova  Scotia,  403,  409 

Nunhide-in-Sulham,  Co.  Berks,  11,  47,258,  413 
Nymet  Tracey  (alias  Bow),  C'o.  Devon,  289 

Oak  Bay  Boat  House,  Victoria,  B.C.,  172 
Oaklands  House:,  Streatham  Hill,  London,  164 
Oakwood  Cemetery,  Raleigh,  N.C.,  426,  434, 

448 

Oare,  Barish  of  Chieveley,  Co.  Berks,  87 

Oatlands  Avenue:,  Weybridge,  Co.  Surrey,  229 

Oban,  NIL,  127 

Ockingham,  Co.  Berks,  5OA 

Odyiiam,  Co.  Hants,  56A 

Ogwell,  Fust,  Co.  Devon,  89 

Okhangr’,  Co.  Hants,  336,  387 

Old  Battleeord,  Saskatchewan,  307 

Old  Bear  Inn,  Speenhamland,  Co.  Berks,  229 

Oldham,  Co.  Lancs,  364A,  365 

Old  Kent  Road,  1 19 

Old  Sodbuky,  C'o.  Gloucester,  329 

Olympia,  London,  177 

Ombersley  ( Ambersley),  Co.  Worcester,  372, 
373 

Onslow  County,  N.C.,  444 
Orbec,  France,  52 a 


Orkney  Isles,  114 

Orpington,  Co.  Kent,  72,  112,  113,  133,  190,  191, 
193.  *94.  19G  422 

Orpington  Baptist  Chapel,  112,  192,  193 
Orthopaedic  Hospital,  London,  150,  188 
Osborne,  Isle  of  Wight,  293 
Ospringe  Road,  London,  337 
OsTENHANGER,  Co.  Kent,  189 
Oswaldkirk,  Co.  York,  324 
Otterpool  Manor,  189 
Otter y  St.  Mary,  C'o.  Devon,  141) 

Overbury,  Co.  Worcester,  372,  377 
Overt  y  pi  ate,  Co.  Gloucester,  331 
OvERTHORPK,  Oxon,  324 

Owens  Court,  Favershain,  Co.  Kent,  195,  197 
Oxenhoath,  Co.  Kent,  157 
Oxenton,  C'o.  Gloucester,  381 
Oxford,  8,  11,  19,  20,  23,  24,  26,  29,  35,  37,  38, 
39,  4°.  43-  4b,  4bA,  47,  53,  57,  232,  260,  269, 
297.  3ob,  310,  319,  348,  359,  360,  362,  367, 
373A,  393.  424 

Oxfordshire  or  Oxon,  1,  2,  6,  7,  8,  9,  10,  n,  12, 
ib,  18,  19,  23,  24,  24 a,  31,  32,  33,  34,  35,  36, 
3y,  39,  4°,  4  1  >  43.  46,  4bA,  49,  50,  51,  53,  54, 
5b,  5bA,  57,  b2,  65,  69,  70,  71,  81,  87,  92 ,  108, 
173,  211,  221,  222,  237,  238,  252,  255,  258, 
27°>  273,  2 9°,  293,  300,  319,  321,  324,  336, 
34b,  347-  34y.  349.  35°,  359,  361,  362,  364A, 
375.  377,  38°.  3«5.  3>8b,  388,  389,  390,  39i, 
39-',  393.  394,  395,  397.  398,  400,  401,  41  4 
Oxford  Street,  London,  88,  89,  177,  200 
Oxford,  N.C.,  439,  44  1 

Bacifk:  Coast,  370 

1 ’adding ion,  London,  230 

Badworth,  C'o.  Berks,  56 

Baignton,  C'o.  Devon,  101,  264,  265 

Bainswick,  Co.  Gloucester,  101,  329,  330,  332 

I  ’a  lace:  Road,  Lambeth,  C'o.  Surrey,  153,  153 

I’alace:  Road,  I  ulse  Hill,  Co.  Surrey,  187 

Balace  Road,  Streatham  Hill,  187 

Balatinate,  The,  22,  23 

Balestine,  50 

Balgrave,  Co.  Norfolk,  101 

Balmyra,  N.C.,  430 

Bangbourne,  Co.  Berks,  .j6a,  47,  21 1,  219,  249, 

273>  359,  393 
Bapua,  204 

Baris,  France,  364A 

Bark  Close,  Basingstoke,  C'o.  Hants,  261,  263, 
2O4  (Illustration),  268 
Bark  Hill,  Richmond,  Co.  Surrey,  124 
Bark  Street  Baptist  C'hapel,  London,  100,  14  3 
Barkis  Island,  S.  Carolina,  439 
Barsonage  Farm,  Belvedere,  Co.  Kent,  193 
Bassf:nham,  Co.  Northampton,  138 
Bassmore  Hayes,  C'o.  Devon,  150,  174 
Bayables  (in  South  Stoke),  Oxon,  386 
Beacehaven,  Co.  Sussex,  3(15 
Bf: ace  River  District,  British  Columbia,  202 
Bear-Tree-Green  Chapel,  Woolston,  Co. 
Hants,  244 

Beckham,  Co  Kent,  164 
Bedlar's  Acre,”  Lambeth,  223 
Bedmorf;,  Co.  Worcester,  373A 
Bauntley,  Co.  Gloucester,  41; 

Belican  Inn,  Twyford,  Co.  Berks,  95 

I’EM BROKE,  52 A 
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Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  310,  363,  364A 
Penant  (Highicr),  Lanlivery,  C'o.  Cornwall,  281 
Pender  Island,  B.C.,  173,  310,  313,  36c) 

Penn,  Co.  Stafford,  364A,  3O7 

Penn  Hall,  Chambersberg,  Pa.,  U.S.A.,  434 

Pennsylvania,  U.S.A.,  434 

Penryn,  Co.  Cornwall,  >80 

Perpard,  Oxon,  251 

Petersfield,  Co.  Hants,  133 

Picardy,  France,  133 

Pike  County,  Georgia,  444 

Pi llets,  Wales,  40 

Pimlico,  Co.  Middlesex,  80,  34  2 

“  Pingle  Meadowe,”  Croxall,  Co.  Dorset,  283 

Pitston e,  Co.  Bucks,  274 

Pitt  County,  N.C.,  420,  42b,  432,  447,  448 

Plat,  The,  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  78,  103 

Plymouth,  4  13 

Pi.ymton  St.  Mary,  Co.  Devon,  280,  284,  382 

Point  de  Gai.le,  324 

POLSI.OE  HliAVITREE,  Co.  DeVOll,  1 4<) 

PONSMILL,  28l 

Pont  a  Lousson,  France,  443 

Pont  Avert,  France,  443 

Pont  St.  Maxence,  France,  443 

Port  Denison,  Queensland,  405 

Port  Jackson,  N.S.W.,  405 

Portman  Square,  London,  160,  ibi 

Portugal,  203 

Potomac  River,  415 

I ’ouce  Coupe,  B.C.,  202 

Poulton,  ('0.  Wilts,  211 

Prague,  Bohemia,  22,  57 

Prestbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  317 

Prestonbury,  Bromley,  Co.  Kent,  196 

Preston  Deanery,  Co.  Northampton,  320,  321, 

3-3 

Pretoria,  S.  Africa,  245,  24b 

Prince  Edward  County,  Va.,  434 

Prince  Edward  Island,  402,  405,  40b,  408,  400 

Prince  George  County,  Va.,  415,  431 

Provence,  323 

Puerto  Rico,  i  27 

PURFLEET,  Co.  Essex,  1O3 

Puri.ey,  Co.  Berks,  240,  273 

Purley  Hall,  Co.  Berks,  11 

Pyrton,  Oxon,  2 1>7 

Quarry  Bank,  Co.  Staffs,  3(>8,  372,  373A 
Quatford,  Co.  Shropshire,  303,  304,  304.* 
Quebec,  Canada,  239 

Queen's  Avenue,  Old  Trafford,  Manchester,  185 

Queensbury  (near  Bradford),  350 

Queen’s  College,  Oxford,  260 

Queen’s  County,  Ireland,  34,  35 

Queen  Mary’s  Grammar  School  for  Boys,  2b 4 

Queen  Mary  Hostel,  lloxton,  109 

Queensland,  405 

Radley  College,  277,  393 
Radnor,  303,  374,  309,  400 
Raleigh,  N.C.,  424,  42b,  431,  432,  434,  438,  439, 

44 1  >  444-  445.  44(>.  44* 

Kai.kigh  Caimtol  Square,  438 
Raleigh  First  Baptist  Church,  438 
Ramsgate,  Co.  Kent,  99,  121,  122,  12b,  135, 
13b,  137,  1(14,  1Q3,  181 
Ramsgate  West  Cliff,  157 


Ramsgate  Harbour,  137 
Ratci.iffe,  London,  234,  282 
Reading,  Co.  Berks,  1.  3,  4,  5,  6,  11,  24,  46.A, 
49,  5-.  5Ca,  (>3,  69,  87,  89,  92,  10 1,  171,211, 
234,  240,  243,  251,  232,  234,  237,  238,  2 bo, 
264,  >6y,  272,  273,  303,  322,  348,  3(12,  382, 
3*4-  3*f>.  39° 

Reading -Gas  Works,  2(14,  337,  30b 
Reading  Grammar  School,  18 
Reading  Gaol,  270,  271 
Kedhii.l,  Co.  Surrey,  i  13 
Reform,  Alabama,  443 
Regent  Street,  London,  177 
Regent  Si  reei  Wesleyan  Chapel,  96,  99,  100, 
•07,  1  19.  135 

Regent’s  Park,  London,  188 
Reigate,  Co.  Surrey,  319 
Restormel  Castle,  279 

Retreat,  The  (residence  of  Joshua  Higgs  of 
Cold  Ash),  88,  103 
Revelstoke,  Canada,  239 
R Heims,  France,  443 
Rhodesia,  134  (Illustration) 

Rhodesia  (South),  314 
Rhyi.  Camp,  Wales,  i(><) 

Richmond,  Co.  Surrev,  24,  124,  238,  278,  340 
Richmond,  Va.,  431 
Richmond,  Co.  Yorks,  124 
Kickmanswokth,  Co.  Herts,  3*43 
Ridgeway  Church  Schools,  Bristol,  204 
Rill  Farm,  Lanlivery,  Co.  Cornwall,  27(4,  281 
Ripple,  C  o.  Worcester,  372 
River  Camel,  273 
Cashie,  413,  41b 
Dour,  121 
Knborne,  53 
Kennet,  90,  93 
I.ambourne,  93 
Potomac,  413 

Roanoke,  413,  41b,  417,  423,  423 
Savannah, 434 
Severn,  293 

Thames,  i,  o,  11,  47,  03,  07,  08,  o<),  100 
Trent,  282 

River,  Parish  of  (Kent),  121 
Roan  School,  Greenwich,  394  a 
Rochester,  N.Y.,  439 
Rocks  Green,  Salop,  392 
Rocky  Mount,  N.C.,  447 
Kodbaston,  Co.  Staffs,  364A,  366,  307 
Rodbourne:  Cheney,  Co.  Wilts,  293 
Rodney  House:  School,  Walworth,  100,  110, 
'35 

Rosemount,  St.  Helier’s,  Jersey,  28(1 
Ross-siiire,  Scotland,  127 
Rotheriuthe,  99,  13b,  181,  185 
Rotten  Row,  Hyde  Park,  London,  130 
Roupell  Park,  Streatham  Hill,  London,  183 
Roupell  Park  Wesleyan  Chapel,  183 
Royal  Albert  Orphan  Asylum,  Bagshot, 
Surrey,  143 

Royal  Jubilee  Hospital,  Victoria,  B.C.,  410 
Royal  Marine;  Infirmary,  Woolwich,  142 
Royal  Mausoleum,  142 

Royal  National  Okthop.edic  Hospital, 

London,  188 

Royal  Naval  College:,  Dartmouth,  133 
Royal  Orphan  Asylum,  143 
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Royal  1  echnical  College,  Glasgow,  185 

Rudford,  C'o.  Gloucester,  382 

Rudhall,  Co.  Hereford,  49 

Rushcombf:  (alias  Ruscombe),  Co.  Berks,  384 

RiTisi.il*,  Co.  Middlesex,  305 

Rycott,  1  1 

Sable.  Island,  403 
Sr.  Allan’s,  Co.  Worcester,  371,  372 
St.  An  dr  lew’s  Church,  Stoke:  Allas,  or  South 
Stork,  Oxon,  1,  2  (Illustration),  4,  8,  9,  10, 
11,  12  (illustration,  interior),  16,  17,  22,  25, 
29,  3°.  3y.  3d,  43,  34,  4G,  50,  53,  81,  168 
( 1  llustration  of  Porch),  169,  171,  211,  25b, 
-d<>,  33d,  389,  3U 

St.  Andkkw’s  Parish,  Holborn,  Co.  Middlesex, 
395 

St.  Ann’s  t  hukch,  Blackfriars,  London,  230 
Sr.  Ann’s  Church,  Soho,  London,  293 
St.  Ann’s  Parish,  Westminster,  341,  394,  395 
Sr.  Auguste,  France,  167,  168 
Sr.  A ugustin e:  s  Church,  F.  veil  Swindon,  Co. 
Wilts,  294 

St.  Bartholomkw’s  Hospital,  London,  188, 
189,  226 

St.  Bartholomew  the  Less,  London,  396 
Sr.  Bede’s  Ch urcii,  Fishponds,  Bristol,  295 
Sr.  Botolpu’s  Parish,  Bishopsgate,  f.ondon, 
333 

St.  Croix  Island,  127 

Sr.  Cuthlekt’s  Church,  Widworthy,  Co. 
Devon,  14*4 

St.  David’s  Cathedral,  Wales,  2b,  47 
Sr.  David’s  Island,  Bermudas,  402,  410 
Sr.  Dunstan’s,  Co.  Kent,  121 
St.  Kustatia,  412 

Sr.  George's  Church.  Bayswatcr,  London 
(Burial  Ground),  88,  89 
St.  George's  Hospital,  London,  237 
Sr.  George’s  Island,  Bermudas,  402,  403,  404, 
3  1  1 ,  3  1  2 

St.  Giles  Parish,  Middlesex,  396 
Sr  Helen’s  Church,  Cliff  (or  Clive),  Co.  Kent, 
2b,  121 

Sr.  Hklikks,  Jersey,  Channel  Islands,  28b 
St.  Ivies,  Co.  Cornwall,  224 
St.  James’s  Church,  Duke’s  Place,  London,  320 
Sr.  James’s  Parish,  Bath,  330 
Sr.  James’s  Park,  London,  177 
Sr.  John  the  Baptist  Church,  Bristol,  Co. 
Gloucester,  34 

Sr.  John  the  Baptist  Churc  h,  Northampton, 
*3« 

St.  John  the  Baptist  College,  Oxford,  11,  18, 
id,  24,  37.  40,  4b,  4bA,  47,  329,  373A 
St.  John  the  Baptist  College  Lilrary, 
Oxford,  37,  40 

Sr.  John’s  Church,  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  5 
S  r.  John’s  Church,  Westminster,  Co.  Middlesex, 
33  L  333 

St.  John  Street,  Victoria,  B.C.,  170 
Sr.  John’s  Wood,  London,  1 39 
Sr.  Joseph's  Convent,  South  Lambeth,  London, 
1  bo 

Sr.  Kerri  an 's  Parish,  Exeter,  284,  285,  28(1, 
289,  3 1  2 
Sr.  Kkwk,  280 


Sr.  Lawrence  Church,  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  3, 
3.  5.  G  39,  5-,  G>.  8d,  234,  245,  251,  254,  255 
St.  Lawrence  Churchyard,  Reading,  Co. 
Berks,  52 

St.  Lawrence:  College,  Ramsgate,  Co.  Kent, 

St.  Lawrence  Jewry  Church,  London,  40 

Saint  Lo,  Normandy,  452 

Sr.  Louis,  Missouri,  IJ.S.A.,  101,  451 

St.  Luke’s  Church,  Kew  Gardens,  277 

St.  Margaret  at  Clikkk,  Co.  Kent,  121 

Sr.  Margaret's  Church,  Westminster,  London, 

-3 A>  2 93.  339,  33  L  343.  35^ 

Sr.  Margaret  Patten's  Church,  London,  34 
St.  Marie:  Mychai.l,  Exon,  280 
St.  Mark’s  Church,  Cold  Ash,  53,  80 
St.  Mark’s  Churc  h,  Kennington,  229 
St.  Mark’s  Church,  Kensington,  342 
St.  Maktin's-in-the-Fields,  London,  139,  181, 
34°,  34  L  393 

St.  Martin’s  Parish,  Worcester,  371 
Sr.  Mary  Bourne:,  Andover,  Co.  Hants,  369 
St.  Mary’s  Church,  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  89,  249, 
-7 1 >  33« 

Sr.  Mary’s  Church,  Speenhamland,  245 

Sr.  Michael’s  Churc  h,  Bristol,  295 

Sr.  Michael  Basisham,  London,  320 

St.  Mihiel,  443 

Sr.  Moreil  Wood,  h'rance,  165 

Sr.  Neots,  52.A 

St.  Nicholas,  Hurst,  Co.  Berks,  272 
Sr.  Paul’s  Church,  Covent  Garden,  London, 
33  2 

Sr.  Paul’s  Church,  Portland  Scpiare,  Bristol, 
295 

Sr.  Paul’s  Church,  Portman  Scpiare,  London, 
1  bo,  161 

St.  Paul’s  Cray,  Co.  Kent,  100,  120,  155,  192 

Sr.  Paul’s  Hospital,  Vancouver,  B.C.,  245 

Sr.  Paul’s  Parish,  Shadwell,  387 

St.  Paul’s  School,  London,  277 

Sr.  Peter’s,  Cornhill,  London,  320 

St.  Petersburg,  324 

Sr.  Peter’s  oe  the  Fast,  Oxford,  361 

Sr.  Peter's  Parish,  Worcester,  372 

Sr.  Pktkock’s  Church,  Fxeter,  28(1,  312 

Sr.  Phillip’s  Churc  h,  Birmingham,  3114 

St.  Phillip’s  Parish,  Birmingham,  394 

Sr.  Pierre,  France  (Illustration),  1(17,  ib8 

Sr.  Silas’s  Church,  Bristol,  293 

St.  Thomas’s  Church,  Fastville,  Bristol,  293 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital,  London,  117,  u8,  100, 

•  32-  '33-  M8-  1 9 1 
St.  Thomas’s  Island,  127 
St.  Veep,  Co.  Cornwall,  279 
Salem  College,  Winston  Salem,  N.C.,  43 j 
Salisbury,  Co.  Wilts,  40,  2O5 
Salisbury,  Rhodesia,  133 
Salt  Lake:  City,  Utah,  434 

Sanford  (or  Sandford),  near  Cheltenham,  Co. 
Gloucester,  9,  290,  293,  29b,  21.19,  300,  302, 
303,  30b,  307,  309,  31b,  317,  310,  332 
Sandhurst,  Co.  Gloucester,  333,  333 
Sandplace,  Co.  Cornwall,  277 
Sandwich,  Co.  Kent,  181 
San  Francisco,  California,  363 
Saracen’s  Head,  Snow  Hill,  London,  93 
Savannah  River,  434 
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Saxon  Village  (of  Tackham  or  Tiiatciiam),  Co. 

Berks,  55 
Saxony,  4  19 

Scad’s  Hill  House,  Orpington,  Co.  Kent,  112, 

103 

ScaLdwell,  Co.  Northampton,  345 
Scandinavia,  205 

School,  South  Stoke,  Oxon  (Illustration  lacing 
P-  0 

Scoi.k,  Co.  Norfolk,  163 

Scotland,  20,  63,  (>5,  00,  127,  201,  245,  240,  322 
Scotland  Neck,  North  Carolina,  421,  422,  423, 

4-L5.  4-‘>,  434-  437-  447-  45° 

Skakord,  Co.  Sussex,  324 

Skakord  Parish  Church,  324 

Seasaltkr,  Co.  Kent,  181 

Seattle;,  Washington,  U  S. A.,  202,  409 

Sicixi ki.ky,  Co.  Stafford,  367 

Skdgklky  1  a  idol,  Si-;  do  ki.ky,  Co.  Stafford,  364  a, 

3(>7 

Sklhy,  Co.  Yorks,  52.A,  322 
Skvknoaks,  Co.  Kent,  104 
Skvknoaks  School,  Co.  Kent,  373A 
Skvkkn  Kivkr,  2 03 
Shadwkll,  Co.  Middlesex,  387 
Shady  Rust,  Halifax  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina  (the  old  home  of  Jacob  Higgs  (ii) 
from  1842),  420,  423 
Shai.lhournk,  Co.  Berks,  qq 
Shaw,  Co.  Berks,  0,  30,  33,  36,  3 f > a ,  37,  (>3,  (>4, 

03.  -73 

Shaw  Cricsc  icnt,  Shaw,  t  o.  Berks,  03 
Shaw  Housi-;,  Shaw,  Berks,  <>3 
Shaw’s  School,  Bath,  373.A 
Sheffield,  Co.  Berks,  230,  260 
Shknsi,  China,  133 
Shkpherdswkll,  Co.  Kent,  122,  123 
Shkppky,  Isle  of,  1 3O,  140,  143,  144.  *45,  14O, 
‘33.  *7.3 

Shkrhornk  Monk,  Co.  Hants,  337 
Shkrhoknk,  Sr.  John,  Co  Hants,  92,  310,  337, 

338 

Shkrhornk,  West,  Co.  Hants,  2ho,  337 

SlUNi  1  i-.i.D,  Co.  Berks,  30,  5O,  5OA,  238,  2(17,  271, 

-72>  3f,< 

Shinkiki.d  Manor  Housi-;,  50 
Shiplake,  Oxon,  2,  6,  11,  12,  23,  35,  30.  41-  43. 
53,  57,  (>i,  02,  361,  3 < > 2 ,  37O,  381),  390,  413 

Shiplakk  Court,  3(0,  413 
Shii'Lakk  l<ia  Tory,  2,  0,  302 
Shiplakk  Parish  Ri-;gistkr,  34 
Shi  ki.ky,  Southampton,  244 
Shorkham,  Co  Sussex,  107 
Shortlands,  Co.  Kent,  178 
Shrkwsuury,  Salop,  3O4A,  3q2,  39b 
Siirivknham,  Co.  Berks,  43A,  47,  303,  304 
Shropshirk  (or  Salop),  40,  <>3 .  1 3 1  •  3 3 4 >  3(,1> 
3O2,  304,  3O4A,  3O5,  3<>t>,  303,  3<*(>.  3**8,  400 

SlBKRTSWOULD,  Co.  Kent,  1  2  L 

Sidmouth,  Co.  Devon,  138,  1 3q,  140,  181 
SlI.CHKSTKK,  Co.  Hants,  72,  77,92,  265,  301,  3“ . 
33«.  373.  3«5 

Simmons  Collkgk,  Boston,  Mass.,  431 
SlNoiA,  South  Khodesia,  314 
Si  1  itnghouknk,  Co.  Kent,  194 
Si.adkn-in- Brigh t wki.l,  Co.  Berks,  54,  (>3,  388, 

38<J 

Si.kakord,  Co.  Lincoln,  343 


Slimhridgk,  Co.  Gloucester,  334,  382 
Slip,  The  (Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks),  103 
Smallpox  and  Fkvkr  Hospital,  Stockwell,  143 
Smith’s  Fort,  Surry  County,  Virginia,  4iq 
Snkkd’s  L'krry,  Onslow  County,  N.C.,  444 
Snow  Hill,  London,  <>3 
Soissons,  France,  443 

Solon  Road,  Brixton,  Co.  Surrey,  153,  iho,  164 
Somkks  Islands,  402 

Somkrskt  County,  5O.A,  227,  32q,  366,  374,  382 

Somerset  Island,  Bermudas,  402 

Somkrskt  Housi-;,  London,  340 

SOMKRVILLK,  N.J.,  44 0,  447 

Sommkdikuk,  France,  443 

Sonning,  Co.  Berks,  231,  252,  267,  303 

Sookk,  Vancouver  Island,  B.(  ,  165,  170 

Soulhury,  Co.  Bucks,  274 

South  Africa,  133,  243 

South  Australia,  279 

Southampton,  240,  243,  246,  338,  413 

Sou  i  hampton  Water,  338 

Southampton  Buildings,  High  Hoi  born, 
London,  330 

South hkk y  Manor,  Fast  Hanney,  C  o.  Berks,  303 
South  Carolina,  413,  447 

Southcott,  near  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  250,  348 

Southend,  Co.  Fssex,  138 

Southern  Counties  of  England,  q 

Southern  Statics  (U.S.A.),  413 

South  icy's  School,  Ramsgate,  (  o.  Kent,  130 

South  Fawlky,  Co  Berks,  303,  303 

South  Hackney  Parish  Church,  229 

South  11  eye,  Co.  Hants,  336 

South  of  Franck,  159,  160 

Sout  h  Lambeth,  153,  157,  1O4 

South  London,  161 

South  Moreton,  Co.  Berks,  11,  273,  293,  349 
South  Nicwnton,  Oxon,  34O 
South  Pender  Island,  B.C.,  3(19 
South r i dg k  (in  Streatley),  Co.  Berks,  255,  23!) 
South  Stokic,  Oxon  (or  Stoke;  Abbas),  1,  2,  4, 
0,  8,  9,  10,  11,  12,  16,  17,  18,  22,  23, 

24,  24A,  23,  29,  3°.  3 1 .  3-.  33-  3-4.  35. 
3<>,  38,  39,  40,  43,  44,  4<l  4<>a,  47,  30,  51, 
52,  53,  34,  56,  5<)A,  57,  59.  <>*,  b2,  64,  65, 
60,  67,  70,  81,  87,  92,  1 08,  169,  211,  213, 
221,  222,  237,  238,  249,  252,  235,  25O,  257, 
258,  2O0,  270,  2(io,  29O,  300,  319,  321,  339, 
34 7,  348,  349,  35°.  35*.  355-  35b,  357-  358, 
359,  3L0,  3<Jl-  3(,~.  37().  377.  38o,  384,  385, 
38O,  388,  389,  390,  394,  398,  402,  414 
South  Stoke:  School  Trust,  34,  38(1 
South  Sydenham,  Co.  Surrey,  148 
Southwark,  London,  143,  310 
South  Varra,  Australia,  109 
Sparrow  Farm,  Maldon,  Co.  Surrey,  110 
Sparsholt,  239,  253 

Spken,  Co.  Berks,  57,  212,  249,  253,  254,  255, 

2O9 

Speknhamland,  Co.  Berks,  229,  243,  245 
Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  425 
.Spring  Gardens,  Charing  Cross,  Co.  Middlesex, 

34° 

Spring  Hill  House,  Netherton,  373A 
Spurgeon’s  College,  Newington  Butts,  Lon¬ 
don,  1  1  o 

Spurgeon’s  Orphan  Homes,  Stockwell,  141, 
142,  143,  157,  161,  164,  174 
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Spurgeon s  Residence  (Nightingale  Lane, 
Clapham),  160 

Spurgeon’s  Tomb,  Norwood  Cemetery,  160 
Spurring,  Co.  Hacks,  ^73,  274 
Stafford,  29,  39,  3O4A,  366,  367,  374 
Stafford  Library,  29,  38,  39 
STAFFORDSHIRE,  39,  40,  278,  282,  283,  364,  364A, 
3°5.  3bb,  3<>7,  371,  373A  377,  382,  401 
Stamford,  Co.  Lincoln,  339,  34^ 

Stamford  Hill,  London,  100,  115 
SiANLFY  (  irculak  Hkad,  1  asinania,  202 
Staple,  Co.  Kent,  121 

Station  Works,  llerne  Hill,  Co.  Surrey,  184 

Staverton,  (  o.  Devon,  343 

SihPNFY,  Co.  Middlesex,  4OA,  87,  318,  320  375 

Stock  Lxchangf;,  London,  178 
Stockton,  Salop,  396 
Stockton-on-Tees,  226 

Stockwkll,  Co.  Surrey,  100,  120,  1 4 1 ,  145,  146, 

1 53»  C54.  I5<».  ‘57,  >59,  H>4.  174,  179! 
181 

Stockwkll  Lodgk  (the  residence  of  William 
Higgs  of  Lambeth),  143,  130,  133 
Stckk,  near  Newark,  48 
Stoke  Abbas,  see  South  Stoke 
Stoke  Albany,  Co.  Leicester,  343 
Stokk  Lacy,  Co.  Hereford,  252 
Stone,  Co.  Staffs,  366,  367 
Stone  Hall  Icarm,  Co.  Kent,  121 
Stonehouse,  Co.  Gloucester,  301,  304 
Stoner,  ii 

Stornoway,  N.B.,  127 
Strand,  London,  149,  387 
Stratfikldsayk,  Co.  Berks,  209 
Strkatham,  (  o.  Surrey,  7-,  yb,  98,  102,  103, 
109,  in,  117,  1  (>4,  1 8 1 ,  182,  183,  187,  230’ 
310 

Strkatham  Common,  Co.  Surrey,  100,  310 
Strkatham  Wkslkyan  C'hapkl,  174 
Sir katley,  Co.  Berks,  i,  2,  3,  5,  6,  34,  47,  49, 
5°,  5‘>  5bA‘,  - 1 L  220,  221,  232,  253,  236, 
237,  270,  272,  273,  321,  331,  380,  389,  393 
Strhatley  Parish  Church,  5 
Strktton-on-Dunsmore,  Co.  Warwick,  376 
Stromness,  N.B.,  1 14 
Stroud,  Co.  Gloucester,  331,  397 
Studlky  Road,  Stockwell,  137 
Sudbury,  Co.  Suffolk,  310,  313,  369 
Suffolk  (County),  173,  199,  3O4A,  369 
Sulham,  Co.  Berks,  11,  34,  237,  238 
Sulham  Parish  C  hurch,  34 
Sulham  House,  Sulham,  Co.  Berks,  11,  258 
Sulham  pstead  Abbots  and  Sulhampstkad 
Bannister,  Co.  Berks,  11,  72,  73,  77,  221, 
249,  232,  233,  25C),  237,  258,  259,  260,  20 1, 
263,  264,  263,  266,  267,  271,  272,  273,  337, 
4‘3 

Sulhampstkad  Abbots  Church,  258 
Sunning  Hill,  Windsor,  Co.  Berks,  373.A 
Sunnyside,  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  103 
Surbiton,  Co.  Surrey,  88,  109,  143,  173,  223 
Surbiton  Him,,  175 
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.  99. 

1 00, 

1 02, 
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I07, 

108, 

1 09, 
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» 45. 

146, 

•47. 

148, 

‘55. 

160, 

164, 

1 70, 

'75. 

181, 

‘82, 
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184, 
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‘87. 
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190, 

‘93. 

^L5. 
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398, 
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Surrey  County  Cricket  Ground,  137,  163 
Surry  County,  Virginia,  IJ.S. A.,  413,  4 14,  4  13, 
416,  419,  423,  452 

Sussex  County,  103,  107,  109,  111,  112,  113, 

1  1 4.  ‘45-  1 4(),  ‘48,  ‘49,  155,  157,  103,  324 
Sussex  Lodge,  Stockwell  (residence  of  William 
Higgs  of  Stockwell),  137,  138  (Illustration) 
'79 

Sutton,  Co.  Notts,  52.A 

Sutton,  Co.  Surrey,  170,  223,  226 

SWAINCOMBE  IN  GORING,  OxoU,  24A 

Sw allowft eld,  Co.  Berks,  232,  267,  272,  273 

Swa n age,  Co.  Hants,  2(13 

Swan i.ey,  Co.  Kent,  120,  132 

Swansea,  Wales,  101 

Swindon,  Co.  Wilts,  211,  293,  293 

Swin COM B  1C,  Oxon,  231 

Switzerland,  160 

Sydney,  Australia,  201 

1  Ai.BoT  County,  Maryland,  414,  413 
Tam  worth,  Co.  Staffs,  343 
I  arboro,  Halifax  County,  N.C.,  428 
Iasmania  88,  89,  200,  201,  202,  203,  204,  203 
20b,  220,  293 

Tattkn  Hill,  Co.  Staffs,  366,  308 
I  a unton,  Co.  Somerset,  329 
1  ENNESSEE,  U.S.A.,  4  2  I  ,  444,  4  30,  43  1 ,  432 
1  htbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  2113 
Tkttenhall,  Co.  Staffs,  39 
1  ewkksbury,  Co.  Gloucester,  29 7,  396 
Texas,  424 

1  kynham,  Co.  Kent,  39 

I  hames,  River,  1,9,  1  1,  47,  95,  97,  t>8,  99,  100, 

'°7.  ‘  7 1  -  L55.  339,  343.  359 
Thanet,  Isle  of,  99 

Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  7,  8,  12,  30,  35,  39,  41,  43, 

45,  4f,A>  5°,  54-  5(),  56a.  57.  38,  59,  bo,  01, 
C> 2 ,  63,  64,  65,  66,  07,  68,  69,  70,  71,  72,  73, 

74-  75.  7b.  77.  78,  79,  80,  81,  82,  84,  85,  86, 
87,  89.  90,  92,  93,  94,  95,  96,  103,  107,  109, 
134,  14b,  148,  181,  182,  183,  188,  190,  200, 

209,  210,  211,  214,  221,  223,  22 9,  230,  23I, 

•ML  -33.  M9.  M3.  -254.  -238,  260,  265,  26b, 

267,  268,  269,  270,  272,  273,  290,  300,  321, 

3^8,  338,  332,  389.  399,  401,  422 

T  hatcham  Churchyard,  34,  39,  66,  77,  89,  90, 
9L  9-2 

T  hatcham  Gate,  95 
T  hatcham  Independent  Chapel,  229 
T  hatcham  Independent  Meeting  House,  76 
Thatcham  Manor,  55,  56,  38 
T  hatcham  Parish  Church,  54,  64,  71,  73,  76, 
77,  79,  81,  82,  86,  87,  89,  270 
Thatcham  Parish  Registers,  37,  <>3,  71,  231, 

268,  269 

Thkydon  Bois,  Co.  Essex ,  393 
T  homas,  West  Virginia,  425 
T  hornton  Heath,  Co.  Surrey,  263 
T  horpe  Mandeville,  Co.  Northampton,  6 
Thkupp,  The,  Whitchurch,  Oxon,  1  1 
ITdmarsh,  273 

TTlehukst,  Co.  Berks,  2  11 ,  2  1  2,  249,  266,  272,  273 
Tillington  in  Bukghill,  Co.  Hereford,  2,  6, 
48,  40,  32.A,  56A,  362 
Tipperary,  Ireland,  231 
T  ipton,  Co.  Staffs,  373A 
Tiverton,  Co.  Devon,  17.) 
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Tobacio  Island,  99 
I  ollgatk  Housii,  Northampton,  345 
Tonbridge  Wki.ls  (Hospital),  Co.  Kent,  150 
Footing,  Co.  Surrey,  i0^ 

1  doting  Bkc  Common,  Co.  Surrey,  1O3 
I  tioKNin'iiV,  Co.  Gloucester,  333 
Iokquay,  Co  Devon  (South),  524 
loRKIDON,  N.  1C,  1  27 
l  < >ttkn ham,  Co.  Middlesex,  364A 
Tottknham  Coitrt  Road,  London,  i»j 
Ion  on,  Co.  Hants,  244,  245,  247,  338 
Foul,  France,  443 
Tow kk  Bridge  Road,  London,  in 
Towku  of  London,  293 
Trafalgar,  127,  157,  324 
1  keago,  Co.  1  lereford,  402 
Tkedington  (Tredungton),  Co  Worcester,  573 
Tkegalon,  277 
Fkkm aton,  Co.  Cornwall,  2182 
Tkkmaton  Farm  (or  the  Manor  Farm, 
Trematon),  282 
Iren  1 ,  River,  282 
Tkeveli.yan,  Tasmania,  200 
Trigg,  1  he  Hundred  of,  273 
Tkincomali,  324 
I  king,  Co.  Herts,  187 
Trinity  College,  Oxford,  1  1 
I  ron,  Scotland,  1  64 
Troy,  40 

Tufflky,  Co.  Gloucester,  92,  301,  319 
Tulsk  Hill,  Co.  Surrey,  1411 
Tunstall,  Co.  Shropshire,  3O7 
Turkky,  259 

1  urnkr  Court,  Bessington  (or  Benson),  Oxon, 

24,  2 4 a,  394 

TWYFORD,  95 

Tynihinch,  Ireland,  34,  35 

IJnitkd  Status  ok  Amlkk  a,  165,277,  524,  364A, 
402,  405,  413,  453 

IJnitkd  Sc  hool,  Hastings,  Co.  Sussex,  112,  113 

University  of  North  Carolina,  432,  433 

IJpham,  Co.  Wilts,  2  1  1 

Uplands,  The,  Blackwell,  289 

Upper  Assam,  India,  325 

Upper  Homk  Farm,  Headley,  Co.  Berks,  131 

Uim'lk  Tulsk  Hill,  Co.  Surrey,  149 

Upper  Norwood,  Co.  Surrey,  185 

Upton,  Co.  Berks,  221,  256 

Upton  Cottagi:,  Upper  Tulse  Hill,  141} 

Upton  St.  Leonards,  Co.  Gloucester,  284,  285, 
280,  289,  294 , 302,  3 10,  3 1  2,  3 1 3,  329,  330,  369 
Utah,  U.S.A.,  454 
Utica,  New  York,  454 
Uxbridge,  Co.  Middlesex,  182 

Vanceboro,  N.C.,  448 

Vancouvkk,  B.C.,  165,  170,  245,  24(1,  247 

Vancouvkk  Gknkkal  Hospit  al,  307,  410 

Vancouvkr  Island,  B.C.,  165,  174,  409 

Vancouvkk  University,  B.C.,  410 

Vanderbilt  Univkksi  1  y,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  451 

\  auxhall,  Co.  Surrey,  99 

VaIIXIIALI.  GaRDFNS,  99 

Vermont,  IJ.S.A.,  454 

Vernon,  B.C.,  408 

Vicarage  (or  Barsonage),  South  Stoke,  1,  2 
V  ictoria,  Australia,  202,  203 
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Victoria,  B.C.,  165,  167, 

170, 

I7L  172, 

369. 

406,  409,  410 

Victoria  Cathedral,  B.C., 

165 

Virginia,  IJ.S.A.,  402,  413, 

4 1 4 » 

4L5.  4lC). 

4*9, 

423,  424,  425,  426,  431, 432,  437,  444,  450,  452 
Virginia  Military  Institute,  Lexington,  Va., 
43-’ 

Vine  Hill  Academy,  423,  434,  447 
\  yne,  4  he,  Co.  Hants,  92,  301,  311,  319 

Wadiiam  College,  Oxford,  89 
Wales,  4 <>,  293,  307 
Wales,  South,  48 
Walhachin,  B.C.,  165 

Wallingford,  (  o.  Berks,  1,  24A,  25,  30,  8i, 
221,  272,  347,  348,  3(9,  357,  362,  389 
Wallingford  Road,  55 
Wallises  ”  in  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  388 
Waltham  (Lawrence),  Co.  Berks,  270,  272,  275, 
375.  3«T  3» 4 

Waltham  (White),  Co.  Berks,  270,  272,  37c),  383 
Waltham  Black,  Waltham,  Co  Berks,  271 , 34  1 
Walthamstow,  Co.  Essex,  89,  90 
Walthamstow  Congregational  Chapel,  <30 
Walton,  Co.  (?)  Staffs,  368 
Walworth,  Co.  Surrey,  100,  107,  119,  134,  135 
Walworth  Common,  Co.  Surrey,  119 
Wandsworth,  Co.  Surrey,  165,  187,  368 
Wandsworth  Common,  163 
Wandsworth  Wesleyan  Chapel,  155 
W  antagk,  Co.  Berks,  238,  322 
Wapley,  Co.  Gloucester,  328,  3 29,  330 
Warden  Court,  Isle  of  Sheppev,  Kent,  136,  140, 
1  34  (Illustration),  145  (Illustration),  150,  1  43 
“  Warden,”  Corkran  Road,  Surbiton,  Co.  Surrey, 
88,  175  (Illustration) 

Warden  Ranch,  Sooke,  Vancouver  Island,  B.C., 
170 

Wakgkave,  Co.  Berks,  273 
Warwick  County,  Virginia,  425 
Warwick  Forts,  Bermuda,  410 
Warren  County,  N.C.,  434 
Wakrknton,  N.C.,  433 

Warwickshire,  20,  21,  138,  319,  323,  336,  363, 

3(>5.  364.  395-  398,  3(g) 

Washboknk,  Co.  Gloucester,  301 
Washingbokouoh,  Go.  Lincoln,  339 
Washington  County,  Georgia,  316 
Washington  Seminary,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  .330 
Washington,  D.G.,  333,  333,  335,  351 
Water  House,  Bedford  Street,  London,  1311 
Watkkpakk,  Holsworthy,  Co.  Devon,  287,  288, 
28c),  290,  291 

Watkrton  Lake,  Alberta,  408 

Watford,  143 

Wathington,  Oxon,  24A,  361 

Weald  ok  Sussex,  i  12 

Webster  Groves,  Missouri,  IJ.S.A.,  101 

Wkedon,  Go.  Nortliampton,  345 

Wkktmokk,  Go.  Stalls,  377 

Wklbkck  (seat  of  the  Duke  of  Portland),  142 

Welcombe,  near  Bude,  Cornwall,  288,  2 <S<> 

W 1.  ll  no  use,  Parish  of  Shaw,  Berks  (residence 
of  the  Dancastle  family),  6,  50,  5(1,  56.A,  271 
Wellingborough,  Co.  Northampton,  335 
Wellington,  Co.  Shropshire,  131 
Wellington  Square,  Chelsea,  237 
Wells,  Co.  Somerset,  366 
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Wkndovkr,  Co.  Bucks,  52A 
Weobley,  Co.  Hereford,  2,  3,  6,  8,  14,  4(1,  414, 
50,  56A,  211,  356,  362,  380,  414 
Wessex,  322,  359 

\\  install  (or  West  hall),  1  Jarish  of  Cheltenham,  Co. 

Gloucester,  9,  290,  21)3,  298,  299,  300,  302,  300 
W  kstboukn 1;  Black,  Hove,  Co.  Sussex,  150 
Wkstbuky,  Co.  Gloucester,  52A 
Wkstbuky  Bark,  Bristol,  248 
West  Compton,  Co.  Berks,  55,  59,  65 
Wkst  Baling,  Co.  Middlesex,  331 
West  Fnd,  Wickwarr,  39(1 
Wkst  run  Creek,  Tasmania,  201,  202 
Western  Isles,  127 
Westhangek,  Co.  Kent,  189 
Wkst  Hannky,  Co.  Berks,  0 
Wkst  Ibley  (?  llsley),  Co.  Berks,  351 
Wkst  Indies,  99,  414 

\\  kstkkk'iH  House:  (near  Bideford),  Co.  Devon, 
287 

Wkstminstkk,  Co.  Middlesex,  65,  293,  330,  330, 

3-4  1  >  3-43.  393,  3*>5 
Wkstminstkk  Abbky,  269,  339 
Wkstminstkk  Bridge,  9*4 

W  KSTMOKLAN  I),  148 

Wkst  Norwood,  Co.  Surrey,  164 
W  kst  Norwood  Baptist  ('hapkl,  164 
W kst r  1  dgk,  Barish  of  Streatley,  Co.  Berks,  21 1, 
-2H,  *55.  -5b,  257,  -7-,  -73 
Wkst  Sherbornk,  Co.  Hants,  2bo,  337 
Westwood,  Tasmania,  200 
W 1. task  1  win,  Alberta,  Canada,  408 
Wkybridgk,  Co.  Surrey,  2211,  237 
Whickham  Cottage,  Kentish  Town,  364A 
Wjustow  (Lanlivery),  Co.  Cornwall,  273,  27b, 
279,  281,  282,  433 
Whitby,  Co.  Yorks,  201 
Whitchurch,  Co.  Hants,  248 
Whitchurch,  Co.  Hereford,  32A 
Whitchurch,  Co.  Oxford,  (>,  11,  339,  360,  361, 
390,  39 1 ,  39-2,  393 
Whitchurch, 'Co.  Shropshire,  392 
Whitchurch  Manor,  Oxon,  11,  339 
W 1 1  rr KHAi.i.,  Kingswinford,  Co.  Stalls,  373A 
Whitkhakl,  London,  92 
White:  Hart  Inn,  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  93 
White  House;  Green,  Sheffield,  Co.  Berks,  2511 
Whit  kst  a  unton  ,  Co.  Somerset,  287 
White.  Waltham,  Co.  Berks,  270,  272 
Will  tgi  kt  Grammar  School,  Croydon,  Co. 
Surrey,  183 

Whitney,  Co.  Hereford,  49 

Whitstablk,  Co.  Kent,  181 

Wickham,  1  fay  ward's  1  leath,  Co.  Sussex,  1 1 2,  1  1 3 

Wickham  Manor,  31 

Wicklow  County,  Ireland,  137 

Wickocomico  Hall,  424 

Wickwarr,  Co.  Gloucester,  39b 

Widcomb,  330 

Widdkll,  Co.  Wilts,  36.A 

Widworthy,  Co.  Devon,  149 

Wigan,  29 

Wight,  Isle  of,  293 

WlGMORK,  52 A 

W 1  lloughton  Manor,  Lincoln,  364A 
Wilmington,  N.C.,  437 

Wilson’s  Grammar  School,  Camberwell  132 


Wiltshire,  56A,  87,  193,  210,  211,  225,  234,  329, 
397.  398 

Wimbledon,  Co.  Surrey,  163,  164,  193 
Wimbledon  Common,  163 
Winchcombe;  Farm,  Chilham,  Co.  Kent,  133 
Winchcombe,  Co.  Gloucester,  307,  301),  314 
\\  inchklska,  Co.  Sussex,  1 1 3,  134 
Winchester,  337 

Windsor,  to.  Berks,  69,  293,  373A,  384,  3110 
Windsor,  Bertie  County,  N.C.,  41(1 
Windsor  Castle,  Co.  Berks,  (xj 
Wing,  Co.  Bucks,  274 
Wingfield,  Co.  Berks,  271,  272 
Wingrave:,  Co.  Bucks,  374 
Winston  Salem,  N.C.,  422,  434 
WlNTKRBOKN,  Co.  Dorset,  30b 
Wisconsin,  44b 

Wishangkr,  t'o.  Gloucester,  301,  382 
With ington  Manor,  Co.  Gloucester,  4b.\ 

With ymoor  House,  Derby  Hand,  Co.  Worcester, 
3  7  3  A 

Witney,  Oxon,  347 
Witton  Bark,  424 
WlVERTON,  Co.  Notts,  323 
Wokingham,  24 

Woll  ascot,  Co.  Shropshire  59a,  362 
Wolverhampton,  Co.  Staffs,  2b,  3<i,  393,  364A, 
3bb,  367.  3r>8 

Woodcotk,  Oxon,  40,  44,  51,  52,  348,  350,  355, 

357.  3b  I 

Woodham  Walter,  Co.  Essex,  52.A 
Woodhay,  Co.  Hants,  375 
Woodstock,  Co.  Oxford,  330 
Woodville:,  Bertie  County,  N.C.,  417 
Woolhampton,  Co.  Berks,  55,  5b,  36A.  77  78, 
81,  84,  8(1,  298,  270 

Woolhampton  Independent  Chapel,  89 
Woolston,  Co.  Hants,  244 
W'ootton-undkk-Kdge:,  Co.  Gloucester,  33  3,  397 
Wottons  Combe,  Co.  Gloucester,  333 
Worceste:r  Bark  Farm,  Cheam,  Co.  Surre)’, 
107,  109,  1 10,  117 
Worcester,  8,  371,  374 
Worcester  Cathedral,  56A 
Worcester  College,  Oxford,  306 
Worcester,  Mass.,  44  ^ 

Worc  estershire,  7,  49,  65,  149,  289,  306,  336, 
34 L  3bb,  367,  368,  371,  372,  373.A,  389,  399. 
400,  453 

Wokdlam,  t'o.  Hants,  387 
Worksop,  52A 
Worthing,  Co.  Sussex,  193 
Wragby,  Co.  Lincoln,  339 

Wkkkin  Colle:ge,  Wellington,  t'o.  Shropshire, 

1 3 1 

Wroughton,  Co.  Berks,  273 
Wyeold,  t'o.  Berks,  95,  07 

“  Wyntoc  ke;,”  LawrenceWaltham,  Co.  Berks,  383 

“  Xophil  ”  House,  South  Sydenham  Bark,  148 

Yarra  Yarra,  Victoria,  Australia,  202 

Yarka  (South),  Australia,  io<i 

Yatesburg,  Co.  Wilts,  103 

York  County,  Va.,  434 

York  House,  Strand,  London,  37b,  387 

Yorkshire,  52A,  201,  324 

Yoxall,  Co.  Staffs,  28  3,  399,  398 
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INDEX  TO  SUBJECTS. 


Abstract  of  a  deed  relating  to  the  Estate  of 
James  Higgs  of  ('old  Ash,  by  Hemvick, 
parish  of  Thutcham,  Co.  Berks,  8  \ 

Act  of  Uniformity,  The,  74,  364  a 
Act  relating  to  “  Burials  in  woollen  ”,  233 
Admiralty  accounts,  George  Higgs,  (  hief 
Surveyor  of,  182 

Adornment  of  Lichfield  Cathedral  prior  to  the 
Civil  War  by  Dean  Griffith  Higgs,  47 
Advent  of  Agricultural  Machinery.  03 
Advent  of  Fast  Mail  Coaches,  04 
Advent  of  Railways,  06 

Advertisement  for  the  heir-at-law  or  heirs  of 
John  Higgs  of  Silchester,  Co.  Hants,  02 
Altitudes  in  the  parish  of  I  hatcham,  (  o.  Berks, 

Amusing  incident  in  the  life  of  W  11  i.iam  Hk.gs 
of  Stockwell,  Co.  Surrey,  when  mistaken 
for  H.M.  King  Kdward  \  H,  1.5*) 
“Antelope,”  II. MS.,  127 

Apprenticeship  Indentures,  1640  1760,  30b,  307 
Arms,  The,  of  H.M.  Fi.izabf.th,  Queen  of 
Bohemia:  iiohemia  impaling  Fngland,  1 «). 
20,  22;  of  Edward  111,  312,  324;  of 
Hfnrv  11,  32A 

Arms,  The-  of  Atkins  of  Gloucestershire,  319  ; 
Barnard  of  Abington,  (  o.  Northampton, 
323;  Baskkkviu.k  of  Herefordshire,  48, 
32A  ;  Bi.and  of  Long  Buddy,  (  °- 

Northampton,  101  ;  Blount  of  the  House 
of  Gryndon,  Co.  Hereford,  50  ;  Bridges 
(or  Bruges)  of  1  he  Fey,  in  Weobley,  (  o. 
Hereford,  50;  Buckekidge  (Bishop  of 
Rochester  and  Ely),  t,)A  (le  Buur,a  of 
Ulster,  311  ;  Buriton  (Bkryton  or 

Bkrrington)  of  Hereford  Este,  Co.  Here¬ 
ford,  49;  Ch ampicn icy  (or  (’hami-nkys), 
ancient  arms  189  ;  (  i-akki:  of  Aldington, 
Co.  Berks,  quartering  Champeney  and 
Bikfman,  23b;  Cord kro y  of  Chute,  (  o. 
Wilts,  223  ;  CoKDEROY,  CoRDKKAV, 
Cordrky  etc.,  of  Berkshire,  223  ;  Cox  of 
Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  240  ;  Lancaster 
of  Shaw,  Co.  Berks,  30;  Daundklyn  of 
Doddington,  Co.  Northampton,  3-3  > 
Devekeux  of  Herefordshire,  40,  3-*A  : 

cI’Eylesford  (or  (I’Eynsford)  of  Herefoul- 
shire  49,  32A  ;  F'iklding  of  Witton  Bark, 
424;’  of’ Virginia,  424;  of  Warwickshire 
123'  Furnivai.  of  Cos.  Herts  and 
Northants,  48.  32A  ;  Goddard  of  Berk¬ 
shire,  210;  IIazkfwood  of  Maidwell,  (o 
Northampton,  323  ;  Hkygfys,  7  ;  Heigiies 
(or  Hicghks)  of  Flood  I ’lace,  Alton,  (  o_ 
Hants,  7,  336;  Higgks  (or  Higgs)  of 
Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  7,  4(>A-  3 1  d  • 


Arms,  The  {cant.)  - 

As  in  use  also  by  the  Higgsks  in  Devon¬ 
shire,  289  ;  Charlton  Kings,' Co.  Gloucester, 
306  ;  Cheltenham,  Gloucester,  203  303  ; 
Chipping  Sodbury,  Gloucester,  3-d.  33°  '• 
Herts,  338  1  Maryland  and  North  Carolina, 

U  S  A.,  414:  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  16,  30, 
^8,  43,  44  ;  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  bh,  b8  ; 
Worcestershire,  339.  Grant  of  the  ancient 
arms,  with  the  additional  charge  of  a 
Rose,  argent,  to  all  the  descendants  of 
Caleb  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  Thatcham,  Co. 
Berks,  7,  109,  14b,  148,  173.  Arms 

of  Higgs  impaling  Cartwright,  301  ; 
Comber,  324  ;  Cokderoy,  182  ;  Machin, 
302;  Miller,  181;  Bates.  306 ;  Sandys 
of  1  ,a timers  quartering  Bray,  Fongvale 
and  Lord  Sandys  of  the  Yyne,  302  ; 
Stephens  quartering  Lugg,  301  ;  Whist¬ 
ler  of  Goring,  Oxon,  24A  ;  Arms  of 
Bernard  Higgs  of  (  olesbourne,  Co. 
Gloucester,  with  5  quartering*,  323. 
Examples  of  the  arms  borne  by  heiresses  : 
Jennifer  Limbrey,  heir  to  her  father 
Sydney  Higgs,  Esquire,  F.K.C.S.,  of  the 
fifth  house  of  Higgs  of  (  old  Ash,  189  , 
Biiyllys  Mary,  M.A.,  heir  of  Horatio 
Higgs,  Esquire,  J.B.,  C.A.,  of  Holsworthy, 
Co.  Devon,  281).  Arms  of  Isaac  of  Devon¬ 
shire,  149:  Jennick  of  Sussex,  107,  109; 
Fane  impaling  Higgs,  304  ;  Lovetot  of 
Worksop,  32A  ;  Master  of  Knowle  Bark, 
Co.  Gloucester,  quartering  the  Royal  Arms 
of  England,  324  ;  Miller  of  Kent,  Sussex 
and  Glaskenny ,  136;  Mowbray  of  Axholme, 
323  ;  Muscote  of  Northamptonshire,  323  ; 
Mylboukne  of  Tillington,  J9,  3-A  ;  Nevii.l, 
311  ;  Backer  impaling  Higgs,  3°3  > 
Bassmore  of  Bassmore  Hayes,  (  o.  Devon, 
173  ;■  1  'm man  of  Dunchideock,  (  o.  Devon, 
and  of  Virginia,  U  S  A.,  419:  Bleydeli. 
of  Coleshill,  Co.  Berks,  46A  ;  Bli  ydell 
quartering  Reason  of  (  orfe  (  astle  and 
impaling  Higgs  of  (  heltenham,  3°3  > 
Sandys  of  Latimers,  Co.  Bucks,  with  11 
quarterings,  311:  Sckopk  of  Masham,  323  ; 
Segkave,  323  ;  Ward  of  Staffordshire, 
364 a  ;  Welles,  323 

Armorial  Bearings,  The  Right  to  (see  pp.  7 
and  433). 


Badge  of 


S2A, 


3 1  1  ■ 
31 1 

Baptists, 


Henry  111,  323;  Roger  Mortimer, 
311  Richard,  3rd  Duke  of  \ork, 
and  of  Lord  Sandys  of  the  Vyne, 

The,  74,  70,  82,  1  ho,  431,  449,  45- 


. 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Basildon,  (  o.  Berks,  All  Higgs  entries  in  the 
Parish  Registers,  212-220 
Battles  of:  Agincourt,  48;  Battledown,  10; 
Bosworth  11  ;  Cap  La  Hague,  99  ;  Naseby, 
10,  27  ;  Newbury,  57,  63  ;  The  Nile,  157  ; 
Stoke  (nr.  Newark),  48;  Trafalgar,  127, 

1 5 7*  ;  Wigan,  29;  Worcester,  63 

Thk  War  Bktwkkn  the  States  (IJ.S.A  ). — 
Battles  of— Appamattox,  437  ;  Bentons- 
ville,  N.C.,  447;  Bettysburg,  438; 

(  hancellorville,  444;  Davis’s  Farm,  437; 
Deep  Bottom,  437  ;  Fort  Caswell,  447  ; 
Fort  Fisher,  447  ;  Yellow  Tavern,  437  ; 
White  Swamp,  437.  The  World  War. — 
Argonne-Meuse,  443  ;  Griscourt,  443  ;  Lens, 
167  ;  La  Fert-sous-Jouarre,  443  ;  Font 
St.  Maxence,  443  ;  Font  a  Mousson,  443  ; 
Kheims,  443  ;  Soissons,  443  ;  St.  Mihiel, 
443  ;  St.  Moreil  Wood,  165  ;  St.  Fierre, 
167.  Other  references:  29,  101,  1 1 3,  133, 
134,  144,  143,  150,  152,  153,  135,  163,  178, 
180,  184,  183,  193,  197  (Mesopotamian 

Campaign) . 

”  Bellisle,”  H.M.S.,  127 

Berkshire  Scholarship,  Royal  College  of  Music, 
3  2 

Bermudas,  The:  Freeholders  in  1759.  Ten 
names  of  Higgses  appear,  410 
Beverages  in  the  17  th  and  1 8  th  centuries, 
«3 

Birth  Brief  :  An  example  showing  how  any 
one  person,  or  a  family,  is  descended  from 
many  varied  lines  of  descent,  181 
Birth  place  of  William  Higgs,  Esq.,  J.P.,  of 
Basingstoke,  Co.  Hants,  at  Sulhampstead, 
261 

“  Black-coated  men,”  a  name  given  to  Non¬ 
conformist  ministers,  77 
Black  Death  (or  The  Best,  or  The  Plague),  38, 
59,  6.1,  64 

Bohemian  Royal  Family,  23,  36 
Boundaries  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  35 
Boxer  Rising,  The  :  Miraculous  deliverance  of 
Miss  Edith  Higgs  from  death  and  those 
escaping  from  Shensi  with  her,  133 
Brasses  :  To — The  Barrett  Family,  Blackmore 
Church,  Essex,  164  ;  Walter  Barton, 
Gentleman,  4,  5,  6,  49  ;  Elizabeth  Clarke 
(nee  Barton),  sister  of  Mary  Higgs  of 
South  Stoke,  Oxon,  30  ;  Thomas  Clarke 
of  Streatley,  Co.  Berks,  30;  Griffin  Clarke 
of  Streatley  (1st  cousin  of  Griffith  Higgs 
of  South  Stoke,  Oxon),  5,  6,  50,  56A  ; 
Francis  Wellsbourne  and  his  two  wives, 
of  West  Hanney,  Berks,  his  first  wife, 
widow  of  Harrye  Barton  of  Streatley  and 
grandmother  of  Mary,  wife  of  Nicholas 
Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  3 
Breakfast  in  the  17th  Century,  83 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  in  St.  George’s, 
Bermudas,  404 

Bromley  Rural  District  Council  (Kent),  192, 
1 96 

Bromley  Union  Board  of  Guardians,  192,  196 
Bust  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  (Illustration), 

1  6 

Bust  of  John  Brown,  Ml).,  of  Edinburgh 
(Illustration),  166 


Calendar  of  Higgs  wills  and  Administra¬ 
tions  in  Various  Courts  for  Probate  : 

82  Archdeaconry  of  Berkshire  (1533  1768), 
271,  272,  273 

12  original  unregistered  Berks  Wills  (1644 
1710),  272 

9  Consistory  Court  of  Sarum  (1602-1763), 
273 

23  early  Wills  at  Gloucester  (1544-1672), 
333 

5  Wills  at  Bristol  (1634  1792),  333 
29  Arch.  Court  of  Oxford  (1545  1721;), 
360,  361 

26  Wills  and  Admons.  at  Lichfield  (1543 
1647),  368 

22  Wills  and  Admons  at  Worcester  (1532 
1600),  373 

195  Prerogative  Court  of  Canterbury  (1483- 
>797).  398-401 

4  at  Annapolis,  Maryland,  U.S.A. ,  414 
Calvinist  Party,  The,  22 
Calvinistic  Clergy,  The,  82 
“  Camperdown,”  H.M.S.,  182 
“Canopus,”  II. MS.,  127 
Cattle  Plague,  The  (or  Rinderpest),  110,  121 
Cavalry  Volunteer  Corps,  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks, 
229 

Chalice  and  Paten,  St.  Andrew’s  Church, 
South  Stoke,  Oxon,  the  gift  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  29,  30  (Illustration) 
Chaplain  to  H.M  Queen  Elizabeth  of  Bohemia, 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  22,  46,  56A 
Chaplain  to  King  Charles  I,  The  Rev.  Dr. 

Griffith  Higgs,  26,  35,  36,  37,  47,  56A,  63 
Chaplain  to  King  James  1,  The  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Buckeridge,  47 

Charles  I,  10,  12,  19,  22,  24,  24A,  26,  27,  28,  29, 
35.  361  37  (Portrait),  38,  42 
Charles  II,  36,  63 

Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester,  all  Higgs 
entries  in  the  Parish  Registers  (1538  1905), 
3 ' 7.  3*8 
Charities  : 

That  of  one  Heardman  of  Thatcham, 
Co.  Berks  ( 1 594),  8  1 

That  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  of 
South  Stoke,  Oxon  (1659),  43,  44,  45, 
46;  Proceedings  in  Chancery  con¬ 
cerning  same,  47,  68,  389 
That  of  William  Higgs  of  Burford,  Oxon 

(L544).  347 

That  of  William  Higgs  of  Lambeth,  (  o. 
Surrey,  son  of  John  Higgs  of  Charlton 
Kings  and  Upton  St.  Leonards,  (  o. 
Gloucester  (1845),  310,  31 1 
That  of  John  Monger  (or  Monger)  of  Sul¬ 
hampstead,  Co.  Berks  (1(126),  259,  260 
That  of  William  Northway  of  Henwick, 
Parish  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks  (1820), 

87 

That  of  John  and  Frances  West  of 
Newbury  (1717,  1718,  and  1720),  240, 
248,  254,  255 
Chartist  Riots,  1  2  1 

Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester,  all  Higgs  entries 
in  the  Parish  Registers  :  Marriages  (1558  — 
1844),  314,  315;  Baptisms  (1558-1819), 
315,  316;  Burials  (1558-1824),  316,  317 
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China  Inland  Mission,  155 
“Christmas  Prince  of  St.  John’s  ’’  (1607),  19 
Christmas  Remembrance  of  Sara  Rak  (nee 
Higgs)  by  H.M.  Queen  Mary,  113  (a 
signed  photograph,  Christmas,  x <>  1  7) . 
Church,  The  established,  17,  37,  44,  99,  71, 

73.  7-4-  76,  77.  7d,  Hi,  82 
Church  Rates  and  'faxes,  74 
Civic  Arms  of  Kamloops,  British  Columbia,  17 2 
Civil  War,  The,  9,  36,  38,  47,  54,  57 
Coach  building  :  By  Edward  Higgs  of  Newbury 
240  ;  William  Higgs  of  Newbury  (living 
1823),  243;  Benjamin  Higgs  of  London 
(1874-1898),  132  ;  Arthur  Higgs  of  London, 

1 33 

Coaching,  95,  96,  130,  131  (Illustration — the 

Bushey  Bark  Coach),  1  77  (Illustration) ;  178, 
Cost  of,  in  1930;.  251,  the  fastest  coach  on 
the  road  between  Oxford  and  London  about 
1760  owned  and  driven  by  George  Higgs 
Coal  found  in  Kent,  121 

Cold  Harbour  Farmhouse,  Chislehurst,  Co. 
Kent  (Illustration),  120 

Colesborne,  Co.  Gloucester,  all  Higgs  entries 
in  the  Parish  Registers,  324 
College  of  Arms,  7,  174,  437 
Commonwealth,  The  (or  Protectorate  under 
Oliver  Cromwell),  Conditions  under,  73 
“  Confiance,”  II. M  S.,  127 
Congregationalists,  The,  83 
Control  of  Public  Finance  and  Officials  by 
Richard  Higgs,  i  24 
Coronation  of  Charles  11,  <>3 
Coronation  of  Henry  VII,  48 
Coronation  of  Richard  1  and  the  privilege  of 
Gerard  de  Furnival,  30 
Coopering,  a  remunerative  trade  and  business 
in  former  days,  flourishing  in  Thatcham 
from  1408  for  400  years,  and  in  other 
country  villages,  93  138,  139,  239,  268 
Cost  of  beverages  in  the  17th  century,  83 
Cost  of  living  in  1  bbo,  bi 
County  Cricket,  1  1 3 
Cousin,”  Use  of  the  term,  70 
Crest  of  :  Baskkrvii.i.e,  48  ;  Bland,  ioi  ; 
Cordekoy,  223  ;  1)an casti.e,  50  ;  Girling 
of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  199;  Higgs  of 
Charlton  Kings,  330  ;  of  Cheltenham,  173  ; 
of  Chipping  Sod  bury,-  330,  but  with  the 
addition  of  five  drops  of  blood  at  the 
point  of  the  arrow,  330  ;  of  Cold  Ash, 
Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  7  (Illustration),  14b, 
147  (Illustration),  148;  of  Colcsbourne,  Co. 
Gloucester,  7  (Illustration);  of  least  Hag- 
borne,  Co.  Berks,  237  ;  of  Holsworthy, 
Co.  Devon,  330  ;  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon, 


>b,  30, 

43,  1 74  ;  of  Sudbury, 

Co.  Suffolk, 

173 ; 

of  Thatcham,  Co. 

Berks, 

174 ; 

Hopson  of  Newbury,  Co. 

Berks, 

188  ; 

Isaac 

of  Heavitree,  Co. 

Devon, 

149 

(Illustration)  ;  of  Thomas  Isaac  of  Devon, 
149  ;  Miller  of  Kent,  Sussex  and  Glas- 
kenny,  136,  137;  Pepper  of  Yorkshire,  124 
Crimean  War,  The,  103 

Crofton  Pound  Farmhouse,  the  old  home  of 
John  Higgs  and  his  family  at  Orpington, 
Kent,  190 

“  Curlew,”  H.M.S.,  188 
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Dairy  Supply  Business  :  Remarkable  growth 
from  a  small  beginning  in  the  great 
Metropolis  of  London  and  the  part  taken  by 
Caleb  Higgs  (from  Cold  Ash,  Berks)  of 
Lambeth,  Walworth,  and  Furzedown  Farm, 
Mitcham  Lane,  Streatham  ;  Caleb  Higgs 
of  (beam  and  Maldon,  Co.  Surrey  ; 
Richard  Higgs  of  Chislehurst,  Kent, 
Richard,  James  and  Arthur,  his  sons 
(see  pp.  97,  100,  107,  ii<),  122,  123,  12b, 
>33 

Dean  of  Lichfield  Cathedral,  Rev.  Griffith  Higgs, 
D.D.,  2b,  3b,  39,  42,  47,  3b a,  1  21 
Dean  of  Salisbury  Cathedral,  Rev.  Richard 
Bayly,  I). I).,  40 

Deanery  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  26 
Deanery  House,  Lichfield,  2b 
Depositions  in  Chancery,  and  early  references 
to  the  Higgs  Family  in  the  various 
Courts,  374-397 

Descent  of  the  four  brothers,  Barton  Higgs, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  Richard 
Higgs  and  Nicholas  Higgs  from  the 
families  of  Baskerville,  Furnival, 
Devereux,  Mylbourne  and  Barton, 
-48  30 

Descendants  of  Barton  Higgs  and  Eleanor 
Whistler,  his  wife,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon, 
24  A 

Disciples  of  Aesculapius,  Dr.  John  Brown,  ibb 
Discoverer  of  Vaccine,  Dr.  Edward  Jennf.r, 
107,  108 

Dissolution  of  the  Monasteries,  1,  4b.\ 

Doctor  in  Divinity,  Griffith  Higgs  takes  this 
degree  at  Leyden  (12  February,  1630), 
22,  4b 

Doctor  Griffith  Higgs’s  Bible  and  Prayer 
Book,  19,  20  (Illustration),  21  (Illustration), 
22,  23,  37,  39,  Candlestick,  41  ;  Charities, 
■43.  -44-  45.  4().  47.  C8,  38c)  ;  Silver  Cup, 
2.4A,  41  ;  Cloak,  41  ;  Clocks,  41  ;  Estate, 
46;  Gift  to  H.M.  Queen  Elizabeth  of 
Bohemia,  40;  Gifts  to  the  Oxford  Uni¬ 
versity  Libraries,  40  ;  Gowns,  41  ;  Legacy 
to  Poor  Sequestred  Ministers,  40  ;  Library, 
39  ;  Pictures,  41  ;  Rings,  23,  41,  34; 

Royal  Descent  from  Henry  11,  b,  32A  and 
5<)A  ;  Salt  Cellars,  41,  34  ;  Spoons,  41  ; 
Sufferings  for  the  Royal  Cause,  36,  47  ; 
fable  (Illustration),  31  ;  Watch,  41  ;  Fine 
by  the  Parliament,  3(1  ;  Escape  from 
Imprisonment  for  his  fidelity  to  King 
Charles  1,  3b  ;  MSS.,  39 
Domesday  Survey,  46A,  33 
Domestic  Science,  131 
Dover  Board  of  Guardians,  123 
Dover  Printing  &  Publishing  Co.,  124 
Dover  Rural  District  Council,  123 

East  India  Company,  83 
East  Kent  Harriers,  137,  104 
Ecclesiastical  Arms,  Bishopric  of  Cariboo,  B.C., 
172 

Ejected  Clergy,  The,  40,  69,  77 
“  Eleanor  ”  (Privateer),  127 
Elizabeth,  Queen  of  Bohemia  (Portrait),  19 
Entertainment  of  H  .M.  Special  Service  Squadron 
at  Victoria,  B.C.  (1924),  172 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Estate  of  — 

Jacob  Higgs  (ii)  of  Scotland  Neck,  N.C., 
U  S  A.  (b.  1807),  425,  449,  450 
James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  78, 
(Entailment  cut),  86 
John  Higgs  of  Silchester,  Co.  Hants,  02 
John  Fullek  Higgs  at  Trematon,  Co. 
Cornwall,  282 

Nicholas  Higgs  at  Henwick,  Parish  of 
Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  12,  57,  59,  60 
William  Higgs  at  Warden  Court!  Isle  of 
Sheppey,  136,  140,  144  (Illustration), 
145  (Illustration —Shooting  Party), 
153,  137,  159;  at  Medstead,  Co. 

Hants,  153 

The  Higgs  Family  in  Cheltenham,  Co. 
Gloucester,  9,  46A 

William  Higgs,  Lord  of  the  Manors  of 
Colesbourne  and  Chedworth,  Co. 
Gloucester  (end  of  the  16th  century), 

318 

Evil  of  tea  drinking  as  seen  by  John  Wesley, 

«3 

Execution  of  King  Charles  I  at  Whitehall,  36 


Family  grave  of  William  Higgs  of  Stockwell, 
Co.  Surrey,  161  (Illustration) 

Farnborough  District  Nursing  Association,  196 
Farnborough  Parish  Council,  196 
“  Father  Christmas  ”  (Santa  Claus),  161 
“  Father  of  English  Philosophy,”  John  Locke, 
34.  1 7° 

“  Father  of  Methodism  in  the  West  Indies,” 
Richard  Minors  Higgs  (Portrait),  403 
”  Fawn,”  H.M.S.,  127 
Fellowship  of  the  Geological  Society,  170 
Fellowship  of  Merton  College,  Oxford,  46 
Fellowship  of  the  Society  of  Genealogists,  171 
Fiftieth  Birthday  Group  of  Charlotte  Letitia 
Higgs,  179 

Fine  imposed  by  Parliament  upon  the  Rev. 
I)r.  Griffith  Higgs  for  his  fidelity  to 
King  Charles  I,  36 
First  Aid  Nursing,  131 
Flogging  in  Public,  83 

Foreman  of  the  Jury  of  Tenant,  Cheltenham, 
Co.  Gloucester  (1561),  9,  46A,  300 
Founder  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  College,  Oxford 
(Sir  Thomas  White)  19,  47 
Founder  of  ”  T  he  Girls’  Guild  of  Good  Life 
at  Hoxton,  London  (Mrs.  Sara  Rae,  nee 
Higgs),  i  14 

Founder  of  ”  The  Queen  Mary  Hostel  ”  at 
Hoxton  Street,  Hoxton  (Mrs.  Sara  1<ae, 
nee  Higgs),  114 

Founders  of  “  The  Spurgeon  Orphan  Homes  ” 
at  Stockwell,  Co.  Surrey  (Mrs.  Ann  Hill- 
yard,  Charles  Haddon  Spurgeon  and 
William  Higgs  of  Lambeth),  141 
Four  Generation  Group  taken  at  Orpington, 
Co.  Kent,  198 
Fox  farming,  171,  405 
Franklin  Expedition,  114 

Freedom  of  the  City  of  London,  146,  15(1,  181, 
198  (Honorary  to  Captain  John  Vinson 
Higgs) 

French  Red  Cross  Society,  153 


Friesian  Cattle  :  Arthur  Higgs  breeder  and 
prominent  judge  of,  133 
Fruit  Farming:  ”  John  Higgs  &  Son”  a  name 
well  known  in  connection  with  the  fruit 
supply  to  London,  190 

Garden,  The,  at  Fursedown  Farm,  Mitcham 
Lane,  Streatham,  102 

Gift  of  William  Higgs,  Esquire,  of  Colesbourne 
and  Chedworth  Manors,  Gloucestershire, 
and  of  Stepney,  Middlesex,  to  the  Mercers’ 
City  Company,  London,  111  1614,  46A,  318 
Girls’  Guild  of  Good  Life,  Hoxton,  102,  108, 
109,  1  14 

”  Glorious  Devon,”  169,  170 
Glass-house'  farming  in  the  Isle  of  Guernsey  : 
Frank  Higgs  and  Arthur  Higgs  large 
and  successful  growers  of  tomatoes,  133 
Golden  Wedding  of  John  Turner  Rae  and 
Sarah  Higgs  his  wife,  113 
Golden  Wedding  Gift  from  Her  Majesty  Queen 
Mary,  113  and  116  (Illustration) 

Goring  Charters,  T  he,  46A 
Gough  MSS.,  36 

Governor  of  Donnington  Castle,  Berks,  57 
Governor  of  Lichfield,  26,  27,  29,  42 
Governor  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital,  London,  99, 
142,  143,  148,  191 

Grammar  School,  South  Stoke  (Free),  43  and 
46,  376  (Proceedings  in  Chancery),  re  same 
Grave  of  Samson  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  in 
Thatcham  Churchyard,  91  (Illustration),  92 
Greyhound  Coach,  T  he,  176,  178,  17c) 

Guardian  of  the  Poor  for  Lambeth,  William 
Higgs,  143 

”  Halifax,  John,  gentleman,”  189 
Hat  Manufacturing  'Trade,  150,  286 
Haven,  The:  the  British  Columbia  home  and 
property  of  W.  Miller  Higgs,  170,  171,  173 
Havoc  wrought  by  the  Parliamentary  Forces 
during  the  Civil  War,  26 
”  Hazard,”  H .M  S.,  127 

Heir-at-law  to  John  Higgs  of  Silchester 
advertised  for  in  The  Times  (2  June,  1837), 
9-: 

Hengler's  Circuses,  189 
Henley  Rural  District  Council,  32 
Heralds’  Visitation  of  the  County  of  Berks,  2 
Heralds’  Visitation  of  the  County  of  Hereford, 
2,  6 

Herefordshire  'Times,  189 

Higgs:  Origin  and  meaning  of  this  old  patro¬ 
nymic,  7,  9,  293,  296 

”  Highfield,”  The:  Home  of  James  Higgs  and 
family  at  Bickley,  Co.  Kent,  128 
High  Sheriff  of  Staffordshire,  27 
“  House  of  Correction,”  Newbury,  83 
House  Party  at  'The  Haven,  Galiano  Island, 
B  C  ,  173 

Huguenots,  The,  107,  127,  133,  180 
Hwiccas  (A  Cotswold  tribe).  293 

Independents,  The,  74,  82,  83 
Independent  Meeting  House  Certificates, 
Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  71 
Inhabitants  of  Thatcham,  Berks,  much  affected 
by  the  Civil  War,  37 
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Institute  of  Builders:  the  late  Frkdkrick 
Higgs  of  Streatham,  President  in  k>io 
(his  portrait,  see  Preface),  184 
International  Horse  Show,  Olympia,  London. 
1st  Prize  Tandem,  177 

Invasion  of  England  :  Protective  measures 
taken  against  the  possibility  in  Thatcham, 
Co.  Berks,  in  1803,  229 

Inventory  of  the  furniture  and  goods  of 
Nicholas  Higgs  the  elder  of  Henwick 
in  1  hate  ham  in  1662,  clectvly  showing  the 
purchasing  power  of  money  at  that  period, 

6  2 

Isaac  Watts  on  the  Mind,’  book  won  as  a 
School  prize  by  William  Higgs  of  Lambeth 
and  treasured  by  him,  1 37 
Isaac  Watts  s  Hymns  :  All  Nonconformist 
ministers  conducting  services  in  the  Higgs’s 
home  at  (  old  Ash,  licensed  for  religious 
services  and  devotions  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  by  Adam  Higgs  in  1  769,  were 
restricted  to  the  use  ol  this  hymnal,  81 
Islands  in  the  Gulf  ol  Georgia  :  Central 
Conservative  Association,  171  ;  Home  of 
William  Millkr  Higgs  upon  Galiano 
Island,  170,  1 71,  173 

Kent  County  Council,  12  5 
Kent  County  Farmers’  Union,  196 
Kennet  Fiver,  tributary  to  the  Thames  in 
Berkshire,  95 
Kennet,  Bishop,  9 
King’s  harness  and  wages,  53 
Knight’s  tenement  at  Henwick  by  Cold  Ash, 
Berks,  part  ol  the  estate  held  by  Nicholas 
Higgs  (1640),  54 

Lady  Huntingdon’s  Connexion,  74,  81,  82,  83 
Lady  of  the  Manor  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon  : 
Anne  Wollascot,  2nd  cousin  of  Barton 
Higgs,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  and 
Richard  Higgs  of  that  place  and  of 
Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick,  Thatcham, 
Berks,  5 6a 

Lambeth  Board  of  Guardians,  143 
Land  Army  Girls,  their  great  homeland  service 
during  the  World  War,  199 
Landlords’  Property  Tax,  104 
Lawlessness  in  I  hatcham  in  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries,  74 

Leicestershire  Yeoman,  the  father  of  Bishop 
Latimer,  53 

Letters  Patent  regarding  the  Armorial  bearings 
of  the  Higgs  family  of  Cold  Ash,  Thatcham, 

(  o.  Berks,  1 4 < >,  147  (Illustration) 

Library  of  :  The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  39  ; 
Merton  C  ollege,  Oxford,  23  29,  37,  39,  40; 
Stafford,  29,  38,  39  ;  John  the  Baptist 
C  ollege,  Oxford,  37,  40;  Bodley,  Oxford, 
35.  37;  4°.  37 

Lichfield  Garrison  during  the  Civil  War,  27 
Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor,  Lambeth,  160 
Lloyd's  Register  of  Shipping,  101,  185,  193 
London,  (  hatham  &  Dover  Railway,  143 
Lord  Mayor  of  London  :  Thomas  Faincomb, 
14b;  Sir  Thomas  Gabriel,  Bt.  (1806  1867), 

90  ;  Sir  William  Webb,  24  ;  Sir  Thomas 
White,  4<ia 

31 


SUBJECTS  48l 

Lord  Protector  of  England,  William  Marshal, 
Karl  of  Pembroke,  3 2 A 

Lord  Strathcona’s  Horse;  their  wonderful 
charge  at  St.  Model  Wood  under  Lieut. 
G.  M.  hlowerdew,  “  the  turning-point  in 
1918  ”  (General  Seeley),  165 
Lordship  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  32,  4  3,  50 
Lordship  of  Warden,  Isle  of  Sheppey,  held  by 
William  Higgs  of  Lambeth,  144 

Mail  Coaches,  <>3 
Manchester  Flying  Coach,  95 
Marine  Painter  to  King  William  IV,  W.  J. 
Huggins,  163 

Marriage  Settlement  of  John  Higgs  of  South 
Stoke,  Oxon,  who  inherited  the  Silver 
Tankard,  the  gift  of  Prince  Phillip  to  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Higgs,  23  (Illustration),  24 
Mairi.ige  Bond  of  Jacob  Higgs  of  Scotland 
Neck,  N  C  ,  and  Adklink  Francks  Pitt¬ 
man,  423 

Mayor  of  Exeter  (1665),  Nicholas  Isaac,  149; 
of  Reading,  Co.  Berks  (1337),  William 
Buriton,  6  ;  of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks 
(1882),  Joskph  Hopson,  188;  of  Walling¬ 
ford,  Co.  Berks,  Jamks  Higgs,  2).\,  23 
Medaille  de  la  Reconnaissance  Fran<,aise,  133 
Meeting  House  Certificate,  Thatcham,  '  Co. 

Berks,  39,  71,  76,  86 
Memorial  Glass  Window  to  : 

William  Higgs  of  Lambeth,  141  (Illus¬ 
tration) 

Memorial  Mural  Tablet  to  : 

Mistress  Annk  Higgks,  309 
Barton  Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  23  (Illus¬ 
tration)  81 

Bi.nson  Higgs  of  Speenhamland,  Co. 
Berks,  243 

Bkrnakd  Higgs  and  Elizabkth,  his  wife, 
300 

Elizabkth,  wife  of  Commander  Joskpii 
Higgs,  R.N.,  324 

h  r k  1  > ic kick  Higgs  of  Streatham,  184,  180 
( Illustration) 

Gkokgk  Higgs  of  Streatham,  184,  186 
Griffith,  son  of  Barton  Higgs,  31,  46, 
168  (Illustration) 

Mary  Higgs  in  St.  Margaret’s,  West¬ 
minster,  344 

Samuil  Higgs  in  Cheltenham  Church,  308 
I  homas  Higgs  in  C  heltenham  Church,  309 
William  and  Chaklottk  Elizabkth 
Higgs,  162  (Illustration) 

Memorial  Chapel  to  — 

(  alkb  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  and 
of  Streatham,  Co.  Surrey,  102  (Illus¬ 
tration) 

William  Higgs  of  Lambeth,  133  (Illus¬ 
tration) 

William  Vinson  of  Orpington  at  Green- 
Street-Green,  197  (Illustration) 
Memorial  School  Room  to — 

John  May  Higgs  of  Earn  borough  at 
Green-Street-Green,  197  (Illustration) 
Memorial  I  tail  to  — 

Charlks  H addon  Spurgkon  at  Stockwell, 

1 61 
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Mercantile  Marine,  119,  157,  185 
Mercers'  Company,  City  of  London,  46A 
Metropolitan  Dairy  Trade  Society,  126 
Military  Cross,  183 

Minister  of  Bucklebury  Chapel,  Berkshire,  Rev. 
Moreton,  80 

Minister  of  Cheshunt,  Co.  Herts,  Rev.  Jamks 
Higgs,  3O4A 

Minister  of  Tettenhall,  Co.  Stalls,  Rev.  Richard 
1  Iarrison,  39 

Minister  of  Higley,  Co.  Shropshire,  Rev. 
Richard  Higgs,  3O4A 

Minister  (or  l’arson)  of  Quatford,  Salop,  The 
Rev.  John  Higgs,  363,  364,  3O4A 
Minister  of  Hagley  Congregational  Tabernacle, 
and  of  Green  Acres  Church,  Oldham, 
Lancashire,  The  Rev.  Thomas  Kilim  n 
Higgs,  M.A.,  known  as  the  “  Non¬ 
conformist  Bishop  of  the  Lotteries  ",  364 
(Portrait),  3O4A,  3O5 

Missionary  Work  in  China  :  The  Rev.  1  homas 
Kilpin  Higgs  (1804-1832),  3b4A  ;  Miss 
Kdith  Higgs  (dan.  of  William  Higgs  of 
Lambeth)  with  the  China  Inland  Mission 
prior  to  The  Boxer  Rising,  133 
Missionary  Work  in  India:  Experiences  of  the 
Rev.  Edward  Hood  Higgs  during  the 
Mutiny,  323  (Portrait) 

Mottoes  of  :  The  Bland  family  of  Long  Buckly, 
Co.  Northampton,  101  ;  I  he  Jennek 
family  of  Sussex,  108  ;  I  he  Higges  or 
H  iggs  family,  7 

Mural  Tablets  ( see  Memorial  Mural  Tablets) 

Nash  &  Miller’s  Barge  and  Boat  building  yards 
at  Lambeth  occupying  part  of  the  site 
whereon  St.  Thomas’s  Hospital  now  stands, 
100 

National  Farmers’  Union,  133 

National  Training  School  of  Cookery,  131 

Newbury  Independent  Church  registers,  269 

Olympic  Games,  201 
Orpington  School  Board  ((  o.  Kent),  191 
Overseers  for  the  Poor  at  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  44 
Oxford  Martyrs,  8 

Palmer’s  Mail  Coaches,  95,  9<> 

Paper  Manufacture:  Mills  of  John  Higgs  of 
Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  240,  248  ;  Mills  of 
William  Gardinkr  Nash  of  St.  Paul’s 
Cray,  Co.  Kent,  133 
Parental  rule  and  control,  82 
Parishioners  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  32,  45 
Parliamentary  Forces,  29,  27,  37,  42,  37,  03 
Paten  and  Chalice  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church, 
South  Stoke,  Oxon,  the  gift  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  engraved  with  his 
armorial  bearings,  30  (Illustrations) 

Patrol  work  during  the  World  War,  134 
Patronymic  of  Higgs,  its  many  varied  spellings, 
derivation  and  meaning,  7 
Pedigree  (tabulated)  of  - 
'The  Barton  family,  6 
The  Bland  family  of  Long  Buckly,  101 
Coggs  of  Henwick,  Co.  Berks,  73 
Cox  of  Newbury,  Berks,  240 


Pedigree  (tabulated)  of  (coni.) — 

CORDKROY  (CoRl)KRAY,  CORDRAY,  etc.) 

of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  232 
Charlton  of  Northampton,  138 
Fletcher  of  Hereford  (3  generations),  189 
Hknglkr  of  London  (3  generations),  189 
Higgs  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks,  212,  271 
Higgs  of  Beverston,  Co.  Gloucester,  293 
Higgs  of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester, 
showing  intermarriage  with  Pleydell 
of  Coleshill,  Co.  Berks,  and  relationship 
to  the  Buckeridge  family  of  Basildon, 

4OA 

Higgs  of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester,  324 
Higgs  of  Dudley,  Co.  Worcester,  and  of 
Quarry  Bank,  Co.  Stalls,  including 
Higgs- Walker  of  the  same,  373A 
Higgs  of  Holsworthy,  Co.  Devon,  289 
Higgs  of  Lincolnshire,  345 
Higgs  of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  240,  243 
Higgs  of  Newnham,  Co.  Northampton, 

345 

Higgs  of  Reading  and  of  Hurst,  C  o. 
Berks,  231 

Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Checkendon,  Oxon, 
and  Reading,  Co.  Berks,  32 
Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  showing 
some  of  the  descendants  of  Barton 
Higgs  and  Eleanor  Whistler,  his  wife, 
24  A 

Higgs  of  South  Stoke  and  Goring,  Oxon, 
and  Streatley,  Co.  Berks  (illustration 
showing  a  table  in  their  possession 
which  is  said  to  have  been  brought 
into  England  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs  as  one  of  the  many  gifts  from 
the  Bohemian  Royal  Family,  this  the 
gift  of  her  Majesty,  Queen  Elizabeth), 

.  5 1 

Higgs  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  and 
'Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  showing  their 
relationship  and  kinship  to  the  families 
of  Barton,  Dancastle,  Martin,  Palmer, 
Winchcombe,  Wollascot,  etc.,  36A 
Higgs  of  Staffordshire  and  Shropshire,  14 
Higgs  of  Sulhampstead,  Co.  Berks,  293 
Higgs  of  Utica,  N.Y.,  U.S.A.,  434 
Higgs  of  Vermont,  U.S.A.,  434 
Higgs  of  Waltham  (Lawrence  Waltham 
and  White  Waltham),  271 
J  ENNER  of  Sussex,  1  09 
Lawrence  of  Thatcham,  t  o.  Berks,  80 
Royal  Descent  of  Mary,  wife  of  Nicholas 
Higgs  of  South  Stoke  and  great 
grand-daughter  of  C  atherine  Barton 
(nee  Mylbourne)  from  Henry  11,  9,  52A 
Royal  Descent  of  Bernard  Higgs  of 
Colesbourne  from  Edward  I,  323 
Royal  Descent  of  Henry  Higgs  of 

Cheltenham  from  Edward  111,  31 1 

Pest,  The  ('The  Plague  or  Black  Death),  38,  59, 
hi,  (»4 

Pigeon  Cotes,  1,  4,  29 

Plague,  The  (Pest  or  Black  Death),  58,  39, 
9 1 ,  (>4 

Poor,  The,  of  Lambeth,  1.43,  153,  i9o 

Poor,  The,  of  North-East  London,  114,  115 

Poor,  'The,  of  South  London,  155 
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Poor,  The,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  15,  30,  40, 
43.  47 

Poor,  The,  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks,  66 
Portraits  of  six  generations  of  the  Higgsks  of 
Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  <)6,  136,  15),  16},  166 
Portraits  of  live  generations  of  the  Higgs 
family  in  Devonshire,  28),  285,  280  287 
288 

Potato  growing  under  War  conditions,  199 
Powder  Monkey,  00 
Prebendary  of  Windsor,  40 
Precentorship  of  St.  David  s,  47 
Presbyterians,  The,  74,  76,  82 
President  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  40 
President  of  St.  John  the  Baptist  College, 
Oxford,  40 

Princh  Kupkrt  (Portrait),  42 
Princkss  Mary  (now  the  Princess  Royal,  1  < *  3  3 ) , 
signed  Portrait,  1  15 
Proctor  of  Oxford  University,  40 
Protector,  The  (Oliver  Cromwell),  63 
Protectorate,  The,  63 
Protestant  Dissenters,  8,  71,  78,  81,  8(> 
Protestantism,  37,  59,  134 
Public  Flogging,  83 

Public  Swimming  Baths,  I  he  lirst  in  London, 
‘57 

Public  Whipping,  83 
Punishment  of  Women,  83 
Puritanism,  73,  79 
Puritans,  The,  (>3 

(Quakers’  Meeting  House,  Newbury,  76 
(,)ukkn  Mary  (Consort  of  George  V),  102,  114, 
115  (Signed  Portrait) 

Oueen  Mary  Hostel  for  Girls,  Hoxton,  109,  114 
(Jukkn  Mary’s  great  interest  in  the  work  of 
the  poor  girls  at  Hoxton,  1  14 

Kak,  John  1  urnkr  :  his  portrait  (see  Preface)  ; 

his  character,  114;  his  family,  1  1  4 
Kak,  Sara  (nee  Higgs):,  her  life  work,  u  4, 
115;  her  portrait  (see  Preface) 

Rector  of  Cliff  (or  Clive),  Co.  Kent,  17 
Recusant  Families,  56 
Reformation,  The,  74,  76 
Reformed  Kpisc.opal  Church,  71 
Registrar  of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks  (Isaac 
Babthrop),  58 

Registrar  of  South  Stoke  (Barton  Higgs),  36A 
Registrar  of  Sulhampstead,  Co.  Berks  (Richard 
Higgs),  appointed  1654,  259 
Religious  Persecution,  8,  73,  74,  76,  77,  79 
Remarkable  Career  of  George  Charlton,  139 
Remarkable  Career  of  Frederick  Charles 
Hengler,  189 

Restoration  of  the  Monarchy,  36,  63 
Rinderpest  (or  Cattle  Plague),  1  ro,  121 
Roll  of  Arms  (time  of  Henry  VI),  7,  9 
Roman  Fncampment  (Vindoniis),  Silchester, 
Co.  Hants,  92 
Roman  Catholics,  74 
Romish  Doctrine,  74 
Royal  Academy  of  Music,  1  12 
Royal,  or  the  King's  Cause,  26,  -27,  36,  42,  47,  (>3 
Royal  Descents  from  Henry  11,  2,  6,  49,  52A, 

56  A 

Royal  Descents  from  Fdward  l,  48 


Royal  Descents  from  Fdward  III,  312 
Royal  gifts  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  20, 
21,  22,  23,  51 

Royal  (iifts  to  Sara  (nee  Higgs),  wife  of  John 
Turner  Rae,  115,  116 
Royal  House  of  Fngland,  17 
Royal  House  of  Bohemia,  17 
Royal  Privilege  granted  to  the  noble  house  of 
Furnival  by  Richard  1  whilst  he  held  the 
Sceptre,  50 

Royalist  Army  or  Royalists,  9,  27,  56,  56A,  57, 
<’3 

Royalist  Memorial  Ring  (or  Seal)  of  James 
Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  77 
Rural  Lambeth,  <47  (Illustration) 

Sami’son  Higgs’s  last  words,  90,  92 
Santa  Claus,  161 

School  Girl  of  1667  (Illustration),  54 
School  House  in  Rhodesia  (5  Higgsks  outside), 
‘34 

School  Master  of  Shinfield,  Co.  Berks,  238 
Seal  of  Marie  Dibley,  64 
Seals  of  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs,  43,  44 
Seal  of  James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  77, 
79  (Illustration) 

Seal  of  Nicholas  Higgs  (the  elder)  of  Henwick 
by  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  60 
Seal  of  Nicholas  Higgs  (the  younger)  of  Henwick 
by  Cold  Ash,  Co.  Berks,  66,  68 
Seal  of  Simon  Heighes  (about  1268)  from  Dc 
Gray  Birch  Seals,  Brit.  Mus.,  f.  7 
Seal  for  the  See  of  Cariboo,  172 
Serjeant  of  Northampton,  138 
Sermon  by  Bishop  Hugh  Latimer,  preached 
before  King  Edward  VI,  1549,  53 
Sexton  of  Northampton,  138 
Shaving  on  Sunday  a  Crime,  73,  79 
Sheriff  of  Herefordshire,  48 
Shipbuilding  Yards,  97,  98,  99  >00,  137 
Shipwrights’  Company,  City  of  London,  146, 
157,  181 

Siberts  Would,  Co.  Kent,  Parish  Council,  125 
Smallpox,  107,  108 
South  London  Press,  1  43 

South  Stoke  Parish  Registers  (All  Higgs  entries), 
346.  35«.  35  L  35-.  353.  35  b  355-  356, 
357-  35« 

Special  Service  Squadron,  H.M.,  172 
Spelling  of  Surnames,  9 

St.  George’s  Parish  Registers,  Bermudas:  Higgs 
entries  (1735  1802),  411,  412 
Style  of  Dress  in  1863  and  1873  (for  Girls),  136 
Sunday  Trading,  73,  74 

“  Sussex  Lodge,”  Stockwell,  the  home  of 
William  Higgs  of  Stockwell,  138 
“  Swing  of  the  Pendulum,”  63,  73,  76,  82,  83 

“  Tally  Ho  ”  Coach,  178 
Talmage's  Hostelry,  95 
Tea  Merchants,  338,  364 a 
“  Thames,”  H.M.S.,  127 
Thames  Fishing,  1 1 

Thatcham,  origin  and  meaning  of  the  name,  53 
Thatcham,  Borough  ol,  56,  63,  74 
Thatcham  Constable,  78 
'Thatcham  Documents,  69,  87 
Thatcham  Hayward,  38 


t  •.<.>!  iwii  I 

.  *..uJ *:  Id  • '  k>< <1  >< 

l  'jr 


jisitiu'l 

.  ,«>*■  «  |  i.  i  Uiiu.l 

'j.^i  .1/  wltWI 
i  i.  (.in  /  i  y*  <*r**l 

t  fl  IOIl»*l‘l 

sii'  * 

II  ,  II  i  10*1 

t f  i  ,  ■■  mi.'  >>cn‘I 

)  1  ,*A>1 

■  .  > 

,;t»H  »i*  ’  •  :  .  ,M  J  /!  it4.  i'll!  "  Ill  U,  ir«ljp>| 

. )  hi  i-v»t .  -  ilt  written  »H 

•  .  ,yi(  M)  u.lf  «li  1<>  imo/i-oM 

.  r*  »  •  i,  Hpvlxii)! 

in.  n|i  I  i  ini  *JiummU 


484 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Thatcham  Independent  Meeting  House 
Certificate,  71,  86 
Thatcham  Inhabitants,  57,  69 
Thatcham  Parish  Church,  64,  74,  75 
Thatcham  Parish  Registers,  57 
Thatcham  Poor,  06 
Thatcham  Registrar,  58 
Thatcham  Steward,  58 
Thatcham  Streets,  58 

‘  Thatcham,  Berks,  and  its  Manors,’  by  Samuel 
Barfield,  56,  64,  71,  80,  87 
Tomb  of  Walter  Higgs  (('apt.),  Charlton  Kings 
Churchyard,  Gloucester,  10 
Trafalgar  Roll,  The,  127 
Trcvellyan  Town  Board,  200 
'Translation  of  Latin  Inscription  upon  the  Mural 
Tablet  in  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  South 
Stoke,  Oxon,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith 
Higgs,  46 

Undergraduates  of  Oxlord,  18 
United  Dairies  Limited,  12O,  131,  133 
United  States  Ship  “  Cushing,”  101 

Value  of  Clothing,  1657-1660,  61 
Value  of  Money  1657  1660,  Oo,  61,  62 
Value  of  Property  held  by  the  recusant  families 
of  Dancastle,  Kyston  and  Wollascot,  56 
Value  of  Stock  (i()6o),  62 
“  Victoria,”  H.M.S.,  182 
Victoria  Cross,  I  he,  165 
“  Victory,”  H.M.S.,  127 
Vyne,  The—  1  hints,  92 

Warden  Court,  Country  Residence  of  William 
Higgs  of  Lambeth  (Illustration),  144 
Warden  House,  The  Residence  at  Surbiton, 
Co.  Surrey,  of  Robert  Percival  Higgs,  175 


Weavers’  Company,  The  (London),  89,  90 
Webbed  Toes,  Curious  incidents,  162,  174 
Wembley  exhibition,  The  Queen’s  Dolls’ 
House,  1 14 
Will  of: 

Griffith  Barton  (1579),  8,  10 
Walter  Barton  (1538),  2 
George  Charlton,  139 
Marie  Dibley  (1631),  64 
Ann  Higgs  (1665),  69 
Griffith  Higgs  (1608),  13,  14,  15,  35 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith  Higgs  (1659),  23,  29, 

3T  36,  4°.  4 L  4->  43-  44 ■  43,  54-  55,  r>8 
Jacob  Higgs  of  Halifax  County,  N.( 
(1816),  417,  418 

James  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash  (17(13),  78,  79,  89 
John  Higgs  of  South  Stoke  (1683),  24,  34 
Johnston  Higgs  of  Bertie  County,  N.( 
(i«34)>  4‘7 

Joseph  Higgs  of  Cold  Ash  (1795), 

Margaret  Higgs  of  Henwick  (1673),  (>4,  66 
Nicholas  Higgs  of  Henwick  (1657),  54,  59 
Nicholas  Higgs  the  younger  of  Henwick 
(1665),  66,  67,  68 

Sarah  Higgs  (nee  Bishop)  of  Halifax 
County,  N.C.  (1836),  422,  423 
William  Higgs  of  Burford,  Oxon  (1544),  347 
William  Northway  of  Henwick  (1820),  87 
Women  of  England,  Their  wonderful  work  in 
the  World  War,  198,  199 
World  War,  29,  101,  113,  133-  1 34-  <44-  ‘45- 
150,  152,  153,  155,  i<>5,  i('7  (Illustrations, 
Lens  and  St.  Pierre),  178,  180,  184,  185, 

(63,  *97 

Yeoman  Class  (Illustration,  1660),  53 
Yorkshire  Yeoman  Stock,  124 
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a  Barton,  Thomas  of  Weobley,  2,  6,  39 
a  Bruges,  Simon,  48 
Adams,  Catherine  H.,  313 
Jane,  249 
Adkliz,  52A 
Adkv,  Elizabeth,  214 
Janies,  214 

Adkins,  William,  55,  69.  See  also  Atkins. 
Adlicy,  Catherine,  156,  181 

Charlotte  Adams,  155,  181 
Elizabeth,  181 
James,  181 
Mary,  181 
William,  156,  18 1 

Aijnam  (or  Adnams),  Family,  89,  229 
Alfred,  89 
Ann,  229 
Edith  Sarah,  230 
Ellen  Bertha,  230 
Ethel  Maria,  230 
George,  89,  229 
Grace  Mary,  230 
J  allies,  89,  229,  230 
Jeannie  {nee  Riching),  230 
Joane  (Joan  or  Jone),  229 
John,  89,  229,  230 
John  Corderoy,  230 
Joseph,  89,  229 
Mercie,  230 
Olive,  230 

Sarah  {nee  Higgs),  89,  230 
Agar,  Henry  Graham,  201 
Mary,  201 

Alabaster,  Passmore  &  Sons,  87,  130,  133, 
‘74 

Alhuky,  David,  214 
Sarah,  214 
Algol  k,  J.  W.,  228 

Mabel  Hewson  {nee  Curnock),  228 
Ruth,  228 

Ai.dkridgk  (or  Aldridge),  Family,  78 
Benjamin,  72,  77,  78,  84,  85,  86 
Charity,  72,  77,  78,  81,  84,  83,  86 
John,  78 

Ai.dous,  Alice  Mary,  183 
Basil  Charles,  183 
Charles  Octavius,  183,  183 
Eileen,  183 
George  James,  183 
James,  183 

Mary  Corderoy  (nee  Higgs),  183 
Vera  Florence  (nee  Barrett),  183 
Vera  Joyce,  183 

Alexander,  Cun  lire  &  Brown,  164 
Alexander,  John,  267 

Margaret  (nee.  Higgs),  267 


Alexandra,  Queen  of  Edward  Vll,  114 
Alfonso  VIII  of  Castile,  32A 
Alfonso  IX  of  Leon,  32A 
Alford  &  Alder,  133 
Alfred  the  Great,  52A 
Allen  (or  Ai.lin),  Alexander,  313 
Alice  ( nee  Clarke),  2 36 
Griffith,  391 
Harry,  149 
Joane,  213 
John,  256,  386 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  24A,  236 
Mary  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  313 
Moses,  24A,  236 
Richard,  256,  391 
Thomas,  46A,  213 
Alston  Rivers,  Ltd.,  149 
Ames,  A.  E.,  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  165 
Amfi.it,  Anne  (nee  Higgs),  372 
Edward,  372 
Andrews,  William,  121 
Angel,  Patience,  72,  81,  214 
Thomas,  72,  81,  214 
Anne,  Queen  of  England,  26 
Annette,  Dorothy  Mabel,  364A 
Aeeleton  A'  Co.,  188 
Ai*  Griffith,  Agnes,  38 
Nesta,  48 

Rees,  Prince  of  S.  Wales,  48 
Arlard,  Margaret,  231,  232 
Armstrong,  Mary,  221 
William,  221 

Arnai.d  (or  Arnold),  John,  397 
Nicholas,  (Sir,  Kilt  ),  381 
Arters,  John,  314 

Rachel  (nee  Higgs),  314 
Ashby,  Ernest  Walter,  109,  117 
Joshua,  1  17 
Nellie,  109,  117 
Ashwin,  Mary,  227 
Astell  (or  Anstei.i.),  Francis,  6,  236 
Jo.,  212 

Astli  v  (The  Rt.  Hon.  Lord),  27 
Aston,  Walter  (Lord),  27,  29 
William,  283 
Atiteld,  Family,  67 
John,  67 
Richard,  67 
Widow,  67 

Athfole,  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  346 
Francis,  3.36 

Atkins  (see  also  Adkins  and  Etkines),  hamily, 

9 4,  319 
Elizabeth,  333 

Henry,  8,  14,  4OA,  92,  319.  335 
Joan,  9^,  3 1 4*  3*9 
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Atkins,  Mary,  92,  335 

Richard  ol  I'uffley,  Gloucester,  92,  319 
Sara,  4OA 

Thomas,  4OA,  92,  314,  3 1 9.  334-  335 
Attebaille,  Thomas,  331),  387 
Attewater,  Joan,  46A 
l'liomas,  4<ja 

At  wick  (or  A  1  wicks,  or  Aitwukes),  Sarah, 
240,  255 
Thomas,  255 
Audrey  (Lord),  48 
Austell,  Agnes,  213 
Mary  or  Marie,  213 
Avelyn,  Edward,  70 

Avery,  Samuel  (Alderman  of  London),  34,  55, 
40,  390 
William,  35 

Awberrie,  Richard,  40 
Ay kk,  John,  40 

Baethorpe  (or  Babturop),  Isaac,  38,  74 
Bachelor,  Christian,  239,  240 
Elizabeth,  231),  240,  241 
Jone,  239 
Margaret,  239 
Nicholas,  239 
William,  239 

Bacon,  Francis,  374,  381,  383 
Bagot  (or  Badger),  Colonel  Bagot’s  Regiment 
of  Horse,  27 

Lli/.abeth  (nee  Stephens),  4<)A,  301,  307, 

333,  37°>  38l>  38L  383,  385 
Harvey  (or  llervy)  (Colonel),  27,  28,  29, 

38.  4 - 

Harvey  (or  Hervey)  (Sir),  29,  41 
Richard  (Colonel),  son  of  Sir  Hervey,  29,  41 
Lord,  29 

Baii.y  (Bayly,  Bayley,  Baylie  or  Bailey), 
Family  of  Newbury  and  Thatcham, 
78 

Francis  (D  C  l...  F.R.S.),  2(18 
Mrs.  Hannah  (nee  Gooday),  77,  78,  81,  80, 
270 

Henry,  237 
Richard,  2(18 
Richard  (Dr.),  40,  43 
Baily  (Dean)  of  Salisbury;  40 
Martha  (ne'e  Higgs),  237 
Sarah  (nee  1  lead),  2(18 
William,  383 

Baker,  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  350 
Anne,  372 
John,  33.3,  330 
Mary,  35 

Nathaniel,  33,  390 
Mathew,  351 
Sara  (nee  Higgs),  331 
Baldewin  (or  Bai.dwyn),  Anne,  49 
Charles,  374 
John,  49,  374 

Ballard,  Llizabeth,  371,  373 
Humphry,  373 
Margaret,  373 
Ballinger,  Edmund,  333 

Banham,  Helen  Margaret,  243  ;  Portrait,  247 
Bankes,  Elizabeth,  41 
Bardsi.ey  (Rev.  Canon),  9 


Barfield,  Elizabeth,  72,  214 
John,  71,  72,  8b 
Samuel,  56,  80,  87 
William,  214 

Barnard  (or  Bernard),  Baldwin,  320,  32  4 
Eleanor  (nee  Fullwood),  320,  323 
Elizabeth  (nee  Edmonds),  320 
Elizabeth  (nee  Hall),  320,  323 
Frank  Stillman  (His  Honour  Sir,  K.C.M.G.), 
1 7 1 

John  (Sir),  320,  321,  323,  347 
Mary,  320,  321,  323,  347 
Martha  (nee  Higgs  of  Basildon),  214 
Robert,  214 

Barnett,  Ann,  3O4 a ,  367 
John,  3(>4A,  367 

Baron,  James  (of  Blewbury),  22r 
Margaret,  49,  52A 
Richard,  Bishop  of  Burford,  49 
Sarah  Hewson,  227 
I'homas,  49,  32A,  bi 
Barre,  Isabel  de  la,  52A 

Barrett,  Family  of  Blackmore,  and  Navestock, 
Essex,  1O4 

Ashley  Willmott,  1(14 
Edith  Constance,  1  < >4 
Philip,  1 1>4 

Barrett,  Family  of  Upper  Norwood,  Surrey 
(Mr.  F  ),  185 

Family  of  Isle  of  Sheppey,  Kent  (Mr  ),  144 
Vera  Florence,  183 

Barton,  Family,  2,  3,  b,  8,  50,  5bA,  3(12 
Pedigree,  b,  $()A 

Crest  of  an  Irish  family  of  Barton,  237 
Alice  (or  Alis),  2,  3,  4,  b,  30,  36 a 
Ales,  b,  50 


Anne,  b, 

5°, 

5°, 

5b  A 

Catherine, 

2 

6, 

49,.  : 

»2A, 

3b  A 

Elizabeth, 

6, 

5°. 

3<>A 

Frances,  b,  50,  ; 

5<)A 

Griffin  (or 

Gi 

iltith),  2 

,  3- 

4,  (>,  8,  10, 

40A, 

id,  5°,  . 

5<L 

3<JA, 

9- 

,  -in,  -37, 

-  3  8 , 

252,  . 

138, 

3(>  1 

Harrye,  2 

.  3, 

(>. 

4d, 

50, 

56  A 

Henry,  (> 

Margaret, 

6, 

-Id, 

5°, 

5b, 

3b  A 

Mary,  <>, 

«, 

1 0, 

1 1, 

'3. 

4  b,  4b  A ,  30, 

52- 

32.A, 

56- 

3b  A,  <■)> 

,  21 

L  -’37-  -5-, 

-i.S8, 

-8i> 

3 -Id 

Peryn,  b, 

5° 

'l'liomas  a 

> 

■  •  “  1 

,  b, 

Id. 

5^a 

,  5fiA,  ?><>- 

Walter,  1 

> 

>  *• » 

3. 

4.  5 

,  f>, 

*7,  |d,  3(,A> 

3b2 

Bartholomew  (Mr.),  of  Woodcote,  32 
Baseley  (Mrs.,  widow,  nee  Reynolds),  343 
Baseord,  Joane,  (>4,  (>y 
John,  (14 
Thomas,  (>4 

Baskekvili  e  (or  Baskervile),  Familyof  t  lyro., 
48,  30 
Agnes,  48 
Alice,  32 a 
Ann,  2,  b,  49 
James  (Sir),  48 
Jane,  2,  49,  32 a 
John  (Sir),  48 
Ralph,  2,  b,  48,  49,  52.A 
Robert  (Sir,  Knt.)  (of  Erdisley),  |8 
'i'homas,  52A 


■ 

ft 1  *»'•  '*•  •  ,  •».  i,- ;  w  '*uu 


'  •  1 


. 

,  ,  v  •  I .  '  1  '  ••  -•  . 

tV(  .(.•in  i<(  ji  Aw  th-wii  vil.l 

H  .}  >  ,1  .  . 

if  .(u-'  (v  mjJI  j  ;  r>*\uH 


lf  .If]:'  It  !l  i  " 


INDEX  OK  NAMES 


487 


Batkman  (Mrs.),  344 

Batsford,  Caroline  Kmma  Wells,  360 

Bayufff,  William,  382 

B:\ylis,  John,  396 

Becker,  Haydee  Nathalie,  364  a 

Buckingham,  Kate  Louisa,  ->3^ 

Silas,  238 

Bkauty  Blackwood,"  103 
Belchamber,  Kthel,  201 
Bklcher,  Mary,-  238 
Belknap,  Alice,  1 0 1 

Fdward  (Sir),  100,  1  * >  1 
Robert  (Sir),  190 
Bull,  Annie  Barbara,  240 
(Mr.),  378 

Bellingham  (or  Bklingham),  Family  of  Kent, 
127  . 

John  (of  Kenmerton,  Gloucester),  378 
Benfield,  Flizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  314 
Thomas,  314 
Bfnglk  (Miss),  20 

Benet  (Bln fit,  or  Bknnktt),  Alice,  58 
Anne,  75,  249 
Catherine,  275,  280 
Flizabeth  (nee  Hinges),  314 
George,  214 

joane  (nee  Higgs),  212,  214 
Richard,  249 
Thomas,  314 

Bentley,  John  (Rev.),  282 
Benton,  John  the  younger,  378 
Richard  the  elder,  378 
Richard  the  younger,  378 
Benwell,  Ann,  69 
Berk,  de  la,  Agnes,  52  a 
John  (Sir),  52A 
Sibilla,  52A 

Berengukla,  Princess,  of  Castile  (wife  of 
Alfonso  IN),  52A 

(The  younger)  Princess,  of  Leon  (wile  o! 
Jean  de  Brienne),  52A 
Bernard,  Ann,  238 

Herrington  (Beryton,  or  Bekiton),  Ann, 
49 

Margaret,  49 
Robert,  4 <> 

William,  (9 

Berry,  John  (Gentleman),  71 
Best  (Mr.),  121 

Bkswick,  Hilda  Mary  (nee  Chandler),  22(1 
Thomas,  22O 

Thomas  Spencer  Leslie,  22O 
Wilfrid  Thomas,  M  B  ,  22O 
Bevill,  h'amily  (of  the  Isle  of  Fly),  149 
Hiddulph,  Flizabeth  (Lady),  114 
Bigg,  or  Biggs,  Alfred,  202 
David,  24 

Fllen  (nee  Higgs),  193 
Fmily  Laura,  202 
Finest  Walter,  193 
Prances  M.  (nt'e  Wilkins),  193 
James,  193 
Joane,  274 
Kenneth  John,  193 
Percy  John,  193 
Benches,  Dean  of  Lichfield,  20 
Bird,  John,  23b 
Susan,  256 


Birry,  John,  363 
Mabell,  3G3 
Bishop,  Walter,  335 
Blackman,  Annis,  213 
James,  213 

Blackwood,  Stevenson  Arthur  (Sir,  K.C.B.), 
103 

Blag  rave,  lili,  72 

Rose  (Lady),  348 
Sophia  or  Sophie,  72 
Blake,  Betty,  93 
Blackett,  h'amily,  50 
Ann,-  2,  o,  49.  52 a 
John  (Sir),  2,  o,  49,  32A 
Margaret,  52 a 

Bland,  Arms,  Crest  and  Motto,  101 
Family,  101 

Pedigree  of  Long  Buddy,  Co.  Northampton, 

IOL 

Bernard  Day,  101 
Caleb,  101 

p:.  w.,  101 

James  A.,  101 
John,  100,  101,  102 
Samuel,  101,  102 
Samuel  King  (Rev.),  100,  101 
Sarah,  101 

Sarah  Nash,  100,  101,  102 
Timms,  101 
William,  101 

Bland,  Welch  A’  Co.,  101 
Blay,  John,  73 
Blaynauk,  Joseph,  260 
Blondin,  189 

Blood,  Alice  Maud  Walker  (nee  Higgs),  373A 
Walter,  373A 

Blount,  Peryn  (nee  Barton),  (>,  30 
Walter,  6,  30 

Blox,  Alice  Maud  Walker  (nee  Higgs),  372 
Walter,  372 
Blox  u  m,  Mary,  314 
Bludder,  Flizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  319 
Thomas  (Sir),  319 
Thomas,  319 
Blundkn,  Andrewe,  302 
Bi.yiti,  George  (Mr.  and  Mrs.),  201 
Sydney  Gordon,  201 
Winifred  Grace  (nee  Higgs),  201 
Boa  den,  Henry,  364  a 

Jemima  Tlnirgood  (nee  Higgs),  364A 
Boame,  Agnes,  213 
Bocton,  Klias  de,  121 
Bode  (Mr.),  359 

B011  icm  1  a,  Flizabeth,  Queen  of,  10,  19,  20,  22, 
24,  24,  24A,  29,  34.  3(’>  49<  l°>  4‘>  l(8 
5 1  •  .4  3  8 

King  of,  20,  22,  23,  2  |  a ,  34 
Boi.inghroke  (Lord),  82 
Bolton,  Mary,  364 a 
Bottard,  Donatien,  364 a 
Joan  (nee  Higgs),  3O4A 
Henri  (of  Paris),  3G4 a 
Boullin,  h'amily,  133 
John,  133 

Lilian  Gertrude,  133 
Boulton,  John,  3O4A 
John  Higgs,  3(14 a 
Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  3(>(A 
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Houtwood,  Arthur,  224 

Mary  (nee  Northcroft),  224 
Bovington,  Joan,  33,  3<)o 

Jo11'!,  35.  3‘>° 

Bowden,  Peter,  343 
Sarah  Ann,  343 
Bowdlers,  Jo,  36A 
Margeria,  36A 

Bowen,  Henry  (Senr.),  333 
Brackley,  Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  274 
Thomas,  274 

Bradford,  John  (Rev.),  32,  72,  81,  214 
Mary,  32,  72,  81,  214 
Bkamer,  John,  b 
Bkaose,  de,  live,  32A 
Maud,  52 a 
William,  52 a 

Bray,  Edwin  M.  (Major,  Indian  Army),  228 
Elizabeth,  280 
Brazier,  Kathleen,  130 
Breach,  John,  24A 
Brewer,  Nancy,  273 
Bridges,  Deborah  (nee  Higges),  320 
John,  320,  332 
Judith,  320 
Nicholas,  320 
Thomas,  320 

Bkienne,  de,  Berenguela  (or  Berengaria), 
Princess  de  Leon,  32A 
Jean  (or  Jeanne),  King  of  Jerusalem, 
52  A 

Bright,  John,  192 
Brill,  Thomas,  6 
Brint,  Sarah,  317 
Bristow,  Henry,  3 4 1> 

Hillary,  40 
John,  24,  24A 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  340 
Susannah,  24,  24A 

Broadhead,  Honor  Maria  (nee  Corderoy),  224 
Joseph  Reid,  224 

Broadhurst,  Mary,  308,  372,  373A 
Brock  (Rev.  I)r.),  1 1  9 
Brogden,  John,  344 
Brokes,  Ann,  274 
William,  274 
Brome,  John,  362 
Bromwich,  Maud,  52A 
Thomas  (Sir),  32A 
Brooke,  John,  334,  302 
Richard,  3O2 
Bkookman,  Frances,  269 
Robert,  ib<) 

Brooks,  Fred,  230 

Brace  Mary  (nee  Adnams),  230 
Greta  Parker,  230 
Iris  Marie,  230 
Brooksky,  Edward,  31)3 
Broughton,  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  343 
Julin.  343 
Richard,  343 
Brown,  Ann,  164 

Archibald  Geikie  (Rev.),  160,  1O4 
Christine  (nee  Higgs),  233 
Edith  Constance,  164 
Edith  Monica,  164 
Elizabeth  Cohn,  233 
Janet,  1  <  *4 


Brown,  John  (Weaver,  alias  Dr.  John),  164  ; 
Illustration,  166 
John  (of  Dundee),  164 
John  (of  Streatham),  164 
John  (of  Sulhampstead,  Berks),  230 
John  William  (alias  “  Bible  Brown  ”), 
164 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  331 
Sarah,  164 
Thomas,  233,  331 
BroSvne,  Alexander,  213 
Alice,  40 
.  Ann,  249 
Magdalen,  41 
Margaret,  362 
Mathew,  362 
Mary,  213 
Richard,  76 
Sarah,  40 
William,  40 

Bruce,  Robert  (the  Bruce,  King  of  Scotland), 
149 

Bruce,  Robert  Randolph,  His  Honour,  171,  173 
(Illustration) 

Bruges,  a,  Simon,  48 
Bryan,  Mary,  371 
Bubhewyth,  William,  4 1>.\ 

Buckeridge  (or  Buckridge),  Family  of 
Basildon,  Berks,  4OA,  47 
Agnes,  4<>a 
Alice,  4 6a 

Annis,  .p)A.  (Note  :  “  Bard  ”  is  given  in 
error,  her  maiden  name  unknown.) 
Elizabeth,  46A 
John  (of  Basildon),  4OA,  47 
John  (Rev.  Dr.),  Bishop  of  Rochester  and 
of  Ely,  4<)A,  47 
Katherin,  4(>a,  47 

Katherin  (nee  Higgs),  4<>a.  (Note  :  This 
marriage  is  stated  by  Mr.  A.  Stephens 
Dyer  to  be  a  mistake,  as  John  Bucke¬ 
ridge  married  Elizabeth  Pocock  at 
Chievely,  Berks.) 

Rachel,  52,  350 
'Thomas,  46A,  391,  392 
William  (of  Drayton  Folliat),  46.A 
Buckingham,  Anthony,  34 (> 

Elizabeth,  34b 

George  (Rt.  Hon.,  Duke  of),  387 
(Mr.)  (of  Wickham  Manor),  31 
Margaret  (nee  Higgs),  34(1 
Richard,  of  South  Newnton,  Oxon,  346 
Budding,  Edward,  314 

Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  314 
Budgeon  (Capt.  R.N.),  107,  109 

(Mrs.)  (nee  Jenner),  Lady  in  Waiting  to 
Queen  Caroline,  107,  109 
Bullock,  Agnes,  393 
Maude,  393 

William  (Mr.  and  Mrs.),  18 
Buriton  (or  Beriton,  or  Berrington),  Family 
of  Hereford  Este,  Co.  Hereford,  3,  0, 

*5* 

Ann,  40 

Margaret,  <>,  49,  A5- 
Robert,  (>,  49,  232 
'Thomas,  232 
William,  0,  49,  252 


. 
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Burgess,  Margaret  Lilian  (nee  Stout),  314 
Mary  Lucy,  314 
William  A.  K.,  314 

Burke,  Arthur  Meredyth  (F.S.A.),  340 

Henry  Farnham  (Sir,  Knt),  146,  147,  148 
Bush,  Family,  228 
Frederick,  22 8 
George  Curnpck,  228 
Ruth  Whereat  ( nee  (  unlock),  228 
Bushnkll,  Nicholas,  (>2 
Butler,  Ann,  (>3 
Richard,  63 

But  1  i:rworth,  Robert,  314 
Button,  Catherine,  213 

(  adwell,  Thomas,  3411 
Tai.amy  (Dr.),  08,  69 
Caldwell,  Arthur  Francis,  363 
A.  W.,  365 

Louisa  Martha  (nee  Willis),  363 
Calthroe  (or  Calthore),  Anthony,  9,  46 a 
Judith,  9,  4OA 
Calton,  Anthony,  361,  362 
Robert,  374 

Cambridge,  James,  3117 
Owen  (Major),  27,  29 
Cameron,  Agnes  Mary  I  solid,  203 
Anne,  188 
Alexander,  203 
Alexander  Cyril  James,  203 
Alexander  Joshua,  203 
Alice  Maud  (nee  Rowe),  203 
1).  (Dr  ),  188 
Diana,  188 
Donald,  188 
Donald  Milton,  203 
Fdith  Ann  Ruth,  203 
Fwart  John  Gladstone,  203 
Henry  Fdward,  203 
Jeanne  Annie,  203 
Joshua  Roy  Douglas  Calvin,  203 
Lottie  J.imbrey  (nee  Higgs),  188 
Mabel  Letitia,  203 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  203 
Mary  I  solid,  203 
Rachel  Beatrice,  203 
Vernon  Theodore  William,  203 
Vida  Lydia  Dorothy,  203 
Cameuei.l,  David  Henry,  109 
Doris  \\  .,  109 
George,  109,  117 
George  Charles,  109,  117 
George  Leslie,  109 
Gladys  F.,  too 
Joan,  109 

Lawrence  Fversley,  109 
Louisa,  109,  117 
Mary  Jeifery,  1 09 
Han  John  Leslie,  109 
Cane,  Alice,  267 
Canny,  Robert,  210 
Cai*i*s  (Mr.),  137 
Caroline,  Oueen,  107 
Cameenter,  Klizabcth,  380 
William,  3813 
Cakrutheks,  Joane,  213 
Robert,  213 

Carson,  Ann,  <>3,  71,  234 


Carter,  Joane,  213 
John,  213 
Martha,  330 
Raul,  93 

Richard,  61,  67,  68,  69,  373,  383 

Robert,  230 

Susannah,  230 

Thomas  (of  Beenham),  383 

Ursula,  93 

Cartwright,  Alice,  301,  334,  382 
Timothy,  301,  334,  382,  383 
Catherine  of  Braganza,  Oueen  of  Charles  11, 
63,  389 

Cattle,  Klizabcth  (nee  Higgs),  3(1(1 
J  ohn,  366 

Cawsoall,  Joane,  213 
Thomas,  213 
Chalk,  Amy,  242 
Richard,  242 

Chameneys  (or  Chameeney),  Diana  ( title 
Fletcher),  189 
Klizabcth,  233 
George,  189 
Justinian,  189 

Chandler,  Alethea  Edith,  226 
Edwin  Spencer,  222,  22(1 
Elizabeth  Ann,  226 

Frederick  George  (F.K.C.l’.Lond.,  M.A., 
M.D.Camb.,  ("apt.  R  A.M.C.),  22(1 
Geoffrey,  226 
George  (Sen.),  22(1 
George  (Junr.),  226 
Hilda  Mary  (L.R.A.M.),  22(1 
Kate  Amelia,  226 
-Margaret  Raimes,  226 
Margery  (ne'e  Raimes),  226 
Maria  Corderoy,  22(1 
(Miss),  330 

Charles  I,  io,  12,  19,  22,  24,  24A,  26,  27,  28, 
-9.  35.  36.  37  (Rortrait),  38,  42,  46, 

37.  57-  5b,  (>3,  <>5,  77,  >‘89 
Charles  II,  36,  63,  66,  38*1 
Charlotte,  The  Rrincess  (daughter  of  George 

IV),  *°7 

Charlton,  Family,  138 
Redigree,  138 
Anne  and  Ann,  138 
Bartholomew,  138 
Caroline,  138 
Charles,  138 

Charlotte,  138,  131),  133 
Klizabcth,  138 

George,  138,  139,  140  (Rortrait),  155,  18 x 
Hannah,  138,  181 
Isabella,  138 

Letitia,  138,  139,  140,  181 
Letitia  Ann,  138,  139,  140  (Rortrait),  143, 
14(1,  130,  132,  133,  133,  181 
Louisa,  138 
Margareta,  138 
Martha,  138 
Mary,  130  140  181 

Oliver,  138 
Simon,  138 
Thomas,  138 
William,  138 

Chapman,  Martha,  109,  112,  113 
Richard  J  ohn,  1 09,  1  1  2 
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Chartley  (Lord  Ferrers  of),  48 
Chaunck,  Jamys  or  James,  378 
Chen  n  ell,  Edward,  260 
Eleanor,  260 

Cheshire,  Family,  225,  22b 
Arthur  Edward,  225 
Bessie  Mabel,  226 
Blanch  Harriet  (nee  Malpas),  225 
Catherine  Elizabeth  Conleroy,  226 
Charles  Henry,  223 
Dorothea  Kathleen,  223 
Edith  Sarah,  22b 
Edward  James,  223 
Elizabeth  Mary  Ann,  223 
Eric  Conleroy,  222,  223 
Ernest  Conleroy,  223 
Ernest  Howard,  223 
Evelyn  Mildred,  223 
Florence  Emily,  22b 
Florence  Hasledean  ( nee  Diggons),  223 
Florence  Mabel,  223 
Frederick  Gordon,  225 
Frederick  Thomas,  223 
George  Arthur,  225 
George  Herbert,  223 
Harriet  Sophia,  22b 
Hilda  Conleroy,  223 
Jessie  Duval  {nee  Oekenden),  223 
John  Conleroy,  223 
John  Ernest,  225 
John  Norkett,  225 
Kate  Marian  ( nee  Wiles),  223 
Kathleen  Mary,  225 
Kenneth  John,  225 
Leonard  John,  223 
Leslie  Conleroy,  223 
Lilian  May,  225 
Margaret  Gwenneth,  223 
Margaret  Joyce,  223 
Maria  Conleroy,  22b 
Mary  Jane,  223 
May  Elizabeth,  223 
Muriel,  225 

William  Conleroy,  223 
Chesterfield  (Lord),  82 
Cheyney,  John,  56A 
Katherine,  56A 
Child,  Mary,  31,  257 
Richard,  51,  237 
Maria  Ann,  00 
William,  <49 

Christmas,  Annis,  8,  12,  34,  50,  Go,  Gi 
Frederick  G.,  <47 

Walter,  12,  34,  50,  Go,  Gi,  Go,  70 
Churc  hes,  Mary  (nee  Higgs),  314 
Tobias,  314 

Ciiuth,  Chaloner  W.,  <42 
Chyi.d  (or  Child),  Widow,  7G 
Francis,  22 

Clare,  de,  Elizabeth,  32A 

Richard  (“  Strongbow  ”),  52A 
Clark,  John,  &  Co.,  03 

Clarke  (Ci.kkkk,  or  Ci.icrk),  Family  of  Alding¬ 
ton,  Berks,  6,  50,  36A,  221,  225 
Family  of  Basildon,  Berks,  253,  23b 
Family  of  Southridge,  Streatley,  Berks 

5°.  5f>A 

A.  S.,  222 


Clarke,  Agnes,  G,  30 
Alice,  213,  253,  23b 
Edward  (Sir),  3<>a,  38!) 

Idizabeth,  3,  6,  30,  56A,  233,  23b,  313 
Francis,  70 

Gridin,  3,  3,  G,  30,  3GA 
Henry,  23b 

John,  (>,  30,  213,  221,  233,  2 3G,  340 
Margaret,  G,  30,  314 
Mathew,  340 
Susan,  56A 

Susan  (nee  Higgs),  340 
Thomas,  5,  G,  30,  5bA,  233,  23!) 

William,  378 
Clash,  Catherine,  14c; 

Clayton,  Robert  (Sir),  387 
Cleaver,  Hannah,  158 
Richard,  138 
Clements,  John,  313 

ITiscilla  (nee  Higgs),  313 
Cleobury,  William,  302 

Clifford,  Thomas  (Sir,  afterwards  Lord),  bo 
Climenson,  Emily  J.,  2,  11,  33,  3(0 
Clovelly,  Margaret,  333 
Clhett,  Alice,  350 

Clydesdale,  Annie  Mary  (nee  Higgs),  201 
John,  201 

Coal,  or  Cole,  Joseph,  230 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  230 
Robert,  378 

Cochrane,  Arthur  William  Steuart,  14b,  147 
148 

Cock,  John  (Rev.),  73 
Sibbill,  267 

Cocos  or  (Cogges),  Family  74,  73 
Pedigree,  73 
Ann,  75 
Betty,  03 
Elizabeth,  73,  03 
G  i  les,  7  3 
Grace,  74,  75 

Hannah,  8,  72,  73,  74,  73,  77,  03,  2bo,  2G8 

Isaac,  03 

Jane,  73 

Joan,  74,  75 

John,  75 

Mary,  75 

Nehemiah,  75 

Nehemiah  the  Younger,  73 
Phillip,  75 
Richard,  74,  75,  7b 
Thomas,  74,  73 
Tomson  (or  Thomson),  75 
William,  73,  75,  <>3 ,  260 
Coleman,  Charles,  227 

Lucy  Conquest  (nee  Conleroy),  227 
Church,  Thomas,  333 
Collett,  Henry,  333 
Collihall,  Margaret,  286,  280 
Collins,  John  of  Abingdon,  Co.  Berks,  51 
Pollings,  Frances,  274 
Richard,  138 
Colli s,  Lydia,  240 
Coi.yer,  W.  H.  (Mr.),  D42 
Combe,  Mary,  24A,  3414,  330 
Comber,  Alice  (nee  Thornton),  324 
Elizabeth,  387 
Frances  Julia,  324,  328 
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Combkr,  H.  Wandesford  (Kev.),  324,  328 
Thomas  (Kev.  Dr.),  32.4,  328 
Thomas  (Gent.)  (1670),  387 
Wandesford  (Admiral,  R.N.),  324 
Comukr-I  Loos,  Edward  Demetrius,  327 
('omin,  Mary,  213 
CoNouKKOK,  William  the,  52A,  87 
Gonouicst,  George,  320 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  320 
Took,  Family  of  Halstead,  Essex,  180 
Amy  (of  Newbury,  Berks),  241,  242 
Cyril  Martin,  179,  180 
Elizabeth  (nee  Lotier),  1 80 
Grace,  227 
Jessie,  228 

Joan  (nee  Higgs),  210 
John  Charlton,  1 7*4,  180 
Joshua,  72,  84,  85,  8b 
Joshua  J aines,  180 
Marguerite  Ellen,  178,  170 
Marguerite  Joyce,  1711,  180 
Kebekah,  72 
Susannah,  317 
William  Bernard,  179,  180 
William  Luther,  178,  179,  180 
Coomuks,  William,  74 
Coon,  Leonard  Alexander,  229 
Mary  (nee  Thompson),  22 o 
Coopkr,  Alice,  93,  252 
Anne,  93,  252 
Elizabeth,  2411,  230,  252 
1  Manner,  230 

COKDI  ROV,  CoKDKRAY,  COWDKKOY,  COROIIARY, 
etc.,  Family,  87,  «.><>,  182,  183,  221, 
--3.  355 

Meaning  of  the  name,  87 
Various  spellings,  223 
War  Memorial,  222 

Crest  in  use  by  Thatchain  branch,  87 
Nine  generations  (at  least)  resident  at,  and 
owners  of,  Llewlmry  Mills,  222 
Agnes  Edith,  223 
A i nice,  227 

Ann(e),  33,  bo,  72,  87,  222,  223,  232 

Airnis  (nee  Tull),  232 

Ann  Smith,  182,  183,  230 

Alfred  Edward,  224 

Athelstane,  224 

(  lenient  Laron  Ord,  227 

(  lenient  Edward,  22(1 

Daniel,  22b 

Daniel  William,  2 2  | 

Edgar,  51,  222 
Edith,  227 
Edith  Mary,  228 
Edward,  90,  224,  22b 
Edward  George  Laron,  227 
Eliza  Frances,  231 
Elizabeth,  231 
Ellen  Maria,  228 
Ellen  Llioebe,  230 
Elsa,  22b 

Emily  (nee  Lilditeh),  227 
Emma  Fanny,  228 
Esther,  2b8 

Esther  Martha  (dan.  ol  John  Kittle),  223 
Esther  Martha  (dan  ol  George),  228 
Fanny,  231 


(  okdkroy,  Florence  Emily,  225 

George,  87,  96,  97,  99,  181,  182,  183,  210, 
222,  223,  224,  22b,  228,  229,  230,  231, 
-3- 

George  Alfred,  227 
George  Oswald,  224 
Gertrude,  224 
Gertrude  Alice,  224 
Hannah,  224 
Hannah  Sophia,  223 
Harold,  224 
Harriet,  230 
Harriet  Emma,  223 
I  lelen  ^Marguerite,  227 
Hewson  Laron,  227 
Honor  Maria,  224 

Honour  Williams  (nee  Matthews),  224 

Horace,  31,  222 

Janies,  231,  232 

John,  224,  227,  231 

John  C'olley,  227 

John  Kittle,  224 

John  Matthews,  224 

John  William,  227 

Joseph,  31,  221,  222 

Joshua,  226 

Julius,  31,  222 

Justinian,  31,  222 

Justus  1,  31,  221,  222,  333 

Justus  II,  31,  222 

Kate  Eliza,  228 

Kate  Lovell  Daw  (nee  Meadows),  227 

Ladius,  51,  222 

Lathews  (of  Llewbury),  221 

Lottie  (nee  Coleman),  22b 

Lucy,  231 

Lucy  Brampton,  22b 
Lucy  ('onquest,  227 
Lydia  (nee  de  Moulspied),  224 
Lydia  (ne'e  Neel),  223 


Margaret  (nee  Arlard), 

At -2 

Margaret  Ellen,  223 

Maria  Cotes,  223 

Martha,  87,  181,  221, 

-31 

Marthe,  227 

Mary,  87,  97,  99,  183, 

-!Ab 

2  2},  2  2b, 

229,  230 

Mary  Ann,  72,  87,  97, 

2 10, 

221,  229 

Mary  Antoinette,  227 

Oliver,  224 

Robert,  231,  232 

Sarah,  87,  223,  231,  232 

Sarah  llewson  (nee  Laron),  226,  227 

Stella,  224 

Stephen,  224 

Sophia  Mary,  224 

Thomas,  87,  221,  232 

Vincent,  231,  232 

(Widow),  2 bo 

William,  31,  89,  222,  223,  224,  231 
William  Edward,  222,  22b 
Cornish,  Mary,  313 
(  oKNWia.i.,  Jane,  40,  52A 
Richard  (Sir),  40,  32A 
Cossikr,  Khocla,  313 
Cost ain,  Mary,  200 
CorsioKi)  (Dr  ),  24 

C01  1 1  Ri.i.b,  Elizabeth  (of  Goring),  214 
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Cotton,  George,  378 
H.  S.  (Mr  ),  78 

1'.  W.  (Rev.,  Rector  of  Speen),  255 
Couk  (Lk),  John,  336,  387 
Coui.iNo,  Miss,  331 
Cowan,  Clam  (nee  Higgs),  332 
James  Munro,  332 
(  owi'oi.i),  John  (ol  Basildon), 

Coweer,  Henry,  373 
W.  J.  (Mr.),  io() 

Cox,  Alexander,  230 
Ann,  230 
Bridget,  230,  253 
Charles,  315 
Dorothy,  230,  253 
Edmund,  230 
Elizabeth,  333 
Frances,  230,  253 
Gabriel,  230 
John,  230,  333 

J  Charles  (Rev.,  LL.D.,  E.S.A.),  335 

Mary,  230,  351 

Robert,  76 

Ruth,  313 

Sarah,  315 

Sally  (nee  Higgs),  315 
Thomas  (Rev.),  331 
Thomas,  39b 
Ckabb,  Bridget,  230 
Eleanor,  230,  253 
William,  230,  253 
Ckadock,  Richard,  380 
Cranmer,  Bishop,  53 
Creas  (or  Crass),  Elizabeth,  52 
John,  52 

Cresswkll  (or  Crkswhee),  Agnes,  5OA 
Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  213 
Nathaniel,  213 
William,  5OA 
Crickma v,  Ernest,  170 

Crickmay  &  Zimmkrmann  (Architects),  163,  170 
Criers  (or  Cries),  Elizabeth  ( nee  Higgs),  213 
Francis,  30 

William  (of  Ashampstead),  2 13 
Crocker,  Elizabeth,  278 
J  (Mr.),  278 
Croft,  James,  73 
Cromwell,  Oliver,  63,  110 
Ckometon,  Richard,  386 
('ropiiui.l,  de,  Agnes,  52A 
John  (Sir),  52.A 
Margaret,  52A 
Sibilla,  52 A 
Thomas,  52 A 
Crouche,  Honor,  23 
Lucy,  23 

Croxforo,  Thomas,  378 
Cruchfield,  Barton,  30,  213 
Barton  the  Younger,  30 
Emma,  30 
Emy,  213 
Griffin,  30 
Henrie,  30,  213 
Henry,  30 
Jane,  30 
Margaret,  213 
Cubit,  Leah  Evelyn,  203 
Marie  Fay,  203 


Cubit,  Nathaniel,  203 
Roderick  Lyall,  203 
Ruth  Evelyn  (nee  Higgs),  203 
Cullens,  Thomas,  25O 
Colleen,  Mary  Ann  Curtis,  373.A 
Harriet,  373A 
Thomas,  373A 
Cull eton,  Leo,  328 
Cuenock,  Family,  of  Bristol,  227 
Arthur  Clement,  227 
Clement  Corderoy,  227 
Edith  Baron,  227 
Ella  Baron,  228 
George  Ashwin  (Lieut.),  227 
George  Charles  Desbucay,  227 
*  George  Corderoy,  227 
Gertrude  Annie,  227 
(Godfrey  Nehemiah,  227 
Grace,  227 

Grace  (nee  Cook),  227 
Mabel  Hewson,  228 
Manley,  227 
Mary  (nee  Ashwin),  227 
Mary  Baron,  227 
Maud,  228 
Nehemiah,  227 
Nehemiah  (of  Bristol),  227 
Rose  Magdalen,  227 
Ruth  Whereat,  228 
Sarah  Baron  (nee  Corderoy),  227 
William  Macgregor,  227 
Cukrey,  Rercival  (Architect  of  St.  Thomas’s 
Hospital),  98 
Curtis,  Alice  Mary,  188 
Cecil  F.,  188 
C.  Harry,  188 
Joyce,  188 

Curzon,  George  (Sir),  282,  283 


Dalby,  Edward,  212 
Frances,  2  1  2 

Dale  (or  de  Dale),  Jane,  56A 
William,  3OA 
Dallowe,  Thomas,  380 
Dalston,  Ann  Ward,  235 

Frederick  William  (Capt.),  233,  282 
John,  233 

Sarah  Ann,  235,  282 
Susannah,  235 

Danuastle  (Danuastell,  Donuasti.e  or 
Doncastell),  h'amily,  (>,  30,  33,  56A, 
<>3.  3(>-2 

Anne,  (>,  10,  13,  30,  30,  36A 
Bridget,  3OA 
Elizabeth,  56,  56A 
Francis,  36,  36A 
Griffin,  6,  30,  53,  36,  56A 
Jane,  56A 

John  (of  Wellhouse),  0,  30,  56,  56A 
John  (of  South  Stoke),  6,  io,  30,  3<>.\ 

John  (of  Thatcham),  53,  36 

Oliver,  36 

Richard,  56 

Robert,  373 

Stephen,  35 

William,  36,  38 

Willielmi,  55 
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Danikll  (The  Writer),  21 
Danikls,  Mary,  315 
Dash,  Jane,  70 

John,  67,  G8,  G9,  70 
Davenport,  Sarah,  213 
I'homas,  213 
David,  Gilbert,  373 
Davies,  Alice,  51 

David  (Kev.),  155 
Ellen,  155 

Da\’is,  Jane  (nee  Higgs),  280 
John,  280 
William,  301 

Daws  (alius  Smith),  Roger,  13 
Dawkins,  Bertha  (Lady),  113 
Day,  Family  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  33 

Barton,  23A,  31,  32,  33,  33,  35,  36,  376, 

3()o 

Elizabeth,  24A 
(biffin  (or  Griffith),  33 
Lydia,  332 
Mary,  33 
Mary  Ann,  332 
Sarah  (or  Sara),  23A,  |i 
Deacon  (or  Dixon),  David,  351 
John,  30 

Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  331 
Death,  Joane,  213 
Thomas,  213 

Dermot,  King  of  Leinster,  32A 
Devereux,  Family,  30 
Agnes,  52 a 
Elizabeth,  2,  52A 
Katherine,  38 
Maud,  52 a 
Sybil,  38 

Walter  (Sir),  2,  38,  52A 
Dihley  (or  Dippele),  Family  of  Henwick,  63 
Ann  (or  Anna),  8,  (>3,  (>3,  60,  233 
('harles,  70 
Edmond,  (>3 
Eleanor,  (>3,  60,  (>7 
Elizabeth,  231,  232 
Joane,  (>7 

John,  63,  (>3,  60,  67 
Marie  (or  Mary),  (>3,  67 
Roger,  8,  (>3,  GO 
Sarah,  (>5 

William,  G3,  (>3,  67,  Go 
Dickens,  Mary,  138,  181 
'I'homas,  138,  181 
Diggons,  Florence  llasledean,  223 
h'rank  W.,  223 
Dinskn,  Margaret  Ellen,  202 
Mr.  M.  E.,  202 
Dobbins,  John,  333 

Don  (or  Dodd),  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  232 
Frances  (nee  Higgs),  331 
Joseph,  331 

Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  331 
Thomas,  232,  331 
Doerbik  (  — ?),  333 

Dolman,  Family,  63 
Humphrey,  63,  7j 
Thomas  (Sir),  63,  73 
Donne  (The  Boet),  21 

Douglas,  Family  of  Barkham,  (  o.  Berks,  87, 
232 


Douglas,  Thomas,  232 
Doulton,  Henry,  90 
Henry  (Sir),  99 
Doulton  &  Co.,  97,  99 
Dowdeswell,  John,  383 
Dowling,  Catherine  Elizabeth,  230 
Clara  (nee  Cordcroy),  231 
Mark,  231 

Mary  (nee  Watkin),  23O 
Silvester,  236 

Downing,  Mary  (Widow),  97,  183 
Doyle,  Albert  Grenville,  203 
David  Grenville,  203 
James'(Dr.),  203 
Kotha  Doreen,  203 
Rotha  Erica  (nee  Higgs),  >03 
Drake,  Bernard  (Sir),  139 
Elizabeth  (Lady),  139 
Francis  (Sir),  139 

Draper  (Mr.,  of  Haywards  Heath),  113 
Drapers’  Company,  London,  3(g) 

Drew,  Harriet,  313 
Dudin,  J.  (Mr.),  278 

Roily  (nee  Higgs),  278 
Dudley,  Anne,  22 
Ferdinando,  22 
(Lord),  22 
Due,  Anne,  239 
William  239 

Dumaress  (Capt.,  of  Ulawarra,  Tasmania),  200 
Dunkerley,  Alice,  3G3A 
Dunkley,  Peter,  138 
Dunsdon,  Eliza  (nee  Higgs),  238 
William,  238 

Dunstar  (or  Dunster),  John,  320 
Susan,  320 

Dutton,  Dionesse,  380 
John,  380 

Dyke,  William  Hart  (Sir,  Bt.),  193 
Dyott,  Richard  (Sir),  27,  29 

Eadgyth,  Ihe  Princess  (called  Matilda),  of 
Scotland,  Queen  Consort  of  Henry  I, 

5  2  * 

Fames,  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  333 
John,  333 
East,  Richard,  23 

Easton  (see  also  Eyston),  William,  33,  39 
Eddowes,  Elianor,  39 2 
Ralph,  392 

Eden  (or  Edens),  Edward,  33(1 
Henley  (The  Hon  ),  373A 
Martin,  33O 
Nicodemus,  65,  33G 
Edlin,  Nicholas,  387 
Edmond(e)s,  Clement  (Sir),  320,  321 
Edward,  321 
Elizabeth,  320 
Edmund,  “  Ironside  ",  52A 
Edny,  Mary,  213 

Edward  I,  11,  38  52A,  80,  121,  190 
Edward  111,  190 
Edward  VI,  21,  33,  191 
Edward  \  11,  1 3<> 

Edward,  The  Black  Prince,  137 
Edwards,  Edward,  331 
John,  99,  3l5 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  315 
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Howards,  Rebecca,  99 

Ursula  (ne'e  Higgs),  351 
Eeles,  Elizabeth,  38*) 

Rinkord  (see  also  Eynseokd  and  Eyleseokii), 
C  hristiana,  52A 
Elizabeth,  38,  4(3,  32A 
Isabel,  52 a 
John,  48,  4(3 
John  (Sir),  48,  4(3,  32A 
Margaret,  32A 
William  (Sir),  32A 

Iu.I'.anor,  Princess  of  England  and  Queen  of 
Castile,  52.A 

Of  A<|uitaine,  Queen  Consort  of  Henry  If, 

Elector  1 ’a  la  tine  Frederick  V,  20,  22 
Elizabeth  (Stuart),  Queen  of  Bohemia,  1  (>,  19, 
2°,  2(3,  3(),  37,  31),  40,  41,  46,  54,  57,  121 
Elizabeth,  1  he  Princess,  afterwards  Oncen  of 
Bohemia,  03,  20,  21,  22 
Queen  of  England,  "  1  he  Hood  Queen  Bess  ’, 
8,  i  10 

Ellice,  Elizabeth  (Lady),  114 
Jane  (Lady),  1 1 4 
Elliott  (or  Eliott),  Ann,  243 
Elizabeth,  349 
Fanny,  52 
Joseph,  32 
Ellis,  Anne,  333 
John,  383 

Julia  (nee  Higgs),  364 a 
(Mr.),  364 a 
Hlmham,  John,  369 
Robert,  369 

Hlslky  (see  also  Ilsley),  Sew  sail,  24(3 
Elton,  Abraham  (Sir,  lit.,  M.P.),  287 
Charles  Abraham  (Sir,  lit.),  287 
Charles  Tierney,  287,  28(3 
Henry  (M  l).),  287 
Lucy  Caroline,  287,  289 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  287 
William  Tierney  (Rev.),  287 
Elymor,  Dorothy,  334 

J‘>1”»,  331 

Emerton,  William,  138 
Emmunds,  John,  237 
Sarah,  237 

English,  Jane  (nee  Sandys),  301,  311,  384 
John  (Rev.  Dr.),  301,  31 1,  384 
Etkines  (see  also  Atkins),  [one  (nee  Higgs), 
3 1  b  3*0 

Thomas,  314,  319 

Eva,  de  Dermot,  Princess  of  Leinster,  32A 
Evans,  George,  214 
Jane,  214 
John,  37b,  392 

Ever  is,  Mary  (nee  Higgs),  313 
William,  313 
1a wen,  L’Estrange,  9 

Eylesford  (or  Eynseord),  Christiana,  32A 
Elizabeth,  48,  40,  52A 
John  (Sir),  48,  49,  5-A 
John,  48,  49 
Isabel,  32A 
Margaret,  52 a 
William  (Sir),  52 a 

Eyston  (see  also  Easton),  Family,  56 
Charles,  56 


Eyston,  Elizabeth,  56,  50A 
John  (Major),  5b,  30 a,  b.j 
Robert,  3b 
William,  34,  3(3 
Eyton,  Humphrey,  p>2 


Fagge,  Mary,  121 
Thomas,  121 
Faincomb,  Thomas,  14b 
Far k,  Elizabeth,  2  jo 
Fasett,  Daniel,  72 
Daniel  (Junr.),  72 
Fayser,  Frances,  230 
James  (Rev.),  2 39 
Feakn,  (L  R.  Y.  (Rev.),  192 
Fectok,  J.  M  (Mr.),  121 
¥  (Mrs.,  Widow),  121 
Fell  (Dr.),  2b 
Fkrnau,  Nona  Dawn,  370 
Ferrers,  of  (  hartley,  48 
Field,  Justin  (Rev.),  3^ >4  \ 

Louisa  (nee  Higgs),  304 a 
Martha,  32,  331 
Fielder,  John,  72 
Fiennes,  de,  Blanche,  32A 
Guillaume  (Sir),  52.A 
Margaret,  32 a 

ffinch  (Finch),  Richard,  70 
Fincham,  J.  (Mr.),  200 
Fisher,  Ann,  83,  213 
Caroline,  313 
John,  213 

Fish  wick  e,  Hilliarv,  b,  15 
T  itzG ilbert,  Richard,  32A 
J-'iT '/.Richard,  Robert,  52A 
Maud,  52A 

FitzRobert,  Walter,  52.A 
Maud,  32A 

EELAGCiOTT  (FlAGGOTT),  Thomas,  77 
Fleet,  Henry,  83 
Fletcher,  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  313 
Bettv,  188 
Diana,  180 

George  Alfred  Clume  (M.D.),  188,  181.3 
George  (Quaker),  189  (Portrait) 

Maud  (nee  Hengler),  189 
(Mrs.,  nee  Jones),  189 
William,  315 

Flowekdew,  Arthur  John  Bloinlield,  103 
Charlotte  Audrey  Emma,  1  (>3 
Gordon  Muriel  (\ '.(.),  1(13 
Flijcke,  alias  Holdy,  Elizabeth,  333 
Foard,  James,  213 
J  oanes,  213 
Foile  (see  Foyle) 

Ford,  Anne,  89 

(Dr.,  of  Edinburgh),  ib.| 

Mary,  89 
Richard,  89 
Samuel,  89 
Symon  (Dr.),  89 
Fosestkr,  Jonathan,  72 

Foster  (or  efostkr,  alias  Smith),  John,  3513 
Richard,  8 
Sarah,  8,  54 
Fotherby,  Family,  121 
(Mr.,  of  Crixall),  121 
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Fountains,  Susan,  274 
Fowi.kr,  Anneell  (or  Ansclmc),  382,  383 
Daniel,  333,  38-,  383 
Henrie,  333,  382,  383 
Stephen,  333 

Foy,  Dorothy  (nee  Higgs),  348 
Foyle  (or  F'oile),  Ann,  138,  130,  1  |o,  181 
Charles,  138,  130,  140,  18 1 
Letitia,  138,  1 3*),  140  (Portrait),  181 
1’OWKK,  T.,  34  I 
Frank,  Family,  228 
Alice,  228 

Edith  ( nee  Gundry),  228 
Ella,  228 

Ellen  Maria  {nee  Conlcroy),  228 

George  Hughes,  228 

Gundreda,  228 

Joan,  228 

John,  228 

John  Baron,  228 

Mary  Corderoy,  228 

Nora,  228 

Fkankun  (Arctic  Explorer),  114 
Eraser,  Agnes,  127 
James,  127 

Frederick  V,  Elector  Palatine,  20,  22 
Frkkman,  Thomas,  38 
FfiiiWMAN,  Charlotte,  214 
John,  214 

Frkwin  (Frihn,  etc.),  Margaret,  240 
Robert,  241) 

William,  221,  23b 
F'riur  (or  Fryer),  Dr.  Henry,  5OA 
Robert,  333 
Susan,  5OA 

Fullbkooke,  Alice,  31 
Edward,  51 
Francis  John,  31 
Frank,  31 
John,  bi 
Joseph,  31 
Margaret,  31 
Mary,  31 
Mollie  Jean,  31 
Phyllis  Mary,  31 
Urban  Edward,  si 
Fuller,  Ann,  31  | 

Benjamin,  71 

Elizabeth,  32,  33,  34,  233 
Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  3D4  \ 

John,  214 
Mary,  214 
Robert,  233 
William  Coles,  3(14 A 
Furnival,  Family,  30 
Christiana,  32A 
Gerard  de,  48,  32A 
Gerard,  32 a 
(ierard  (Sir),  32  \ 

Joan,  52 a 
(Lord),  48,  32 a 
Maud,  32A 

Gabu,  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  27,  303 
Thomas,  27,  303 
Gabriel,  Sarah  Wild,  00 
Thomas,  00 

Thomas  (Sir,  Bt  ,  Lord  Mayor  of  London), 99 


Gale,  John,  317 

Susannah  (nee  Higgs),  317 
Gardiner,  Mary,  333 

S.  (Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Whitchurch), 

359 

Gardner,  Miss,  331 
Gar  lick,  Mary,  240 
Gauge,  Agues,  378 
John,  378 

G aw thor Nil,  Richard,  396 
Gaynaro,  Agnes,  378 
Robert,  378 

Gkikie,  Alexander,  1  <>4 
Ann,  164 

Archibald  (Sir,  K.C.B.),  ib.) 

Cunningham  (Rev.),  164 
Gemmett,  Gemotte,  Germott,  or  Gymott  (sec 
also  J  EMMETT,  etc.),  Ann,  33,  69 
George,  11,  35,  39,  43.  <>8,  by,  7° 

Joan,  35 
John,  11,  33 

Mary,  8?  11,  23,  34.  35,  39,  4r>  53,  54 
Philip,  57 
Samuel,  11 
Sarah,  33 

Walter,  8,  11,  23,  34,  35,  39,  33.  54,  69,  7° 
Gunner,  Geneure,  Gynnour,  Jeneur, 
Jennek,  etc.,  Family,  107,  109,  112 
Arms,  107,  108,  109 
Pedigree,  109 
Arthur  Samuel,  109 
Dorcas,  107,  108,  109,  110,  111,  114 
Edith  Dora,  109 
Edward  (Dr.),  107,  108,  114 
Esther,  107,  109 
Guillaume,  107 
John,  107,  109 
Jonathan,  109,  112,  114 
Kate  Louise,  109 
Samuel,  109,  112,  1  1  | 

Thomas,  107,  108,  109,  112 
William  (Sir),  108 
William,  no,  112 
George  111,  79 
George  IV,  107 
George  V,  148 

Georgeson,  Amelia  Winifred  (nee  Higgs),  370 
Andrew,  370 
Darrel,  370 
Dorothy,  370 
Eileen,  370 
Kathleen,  370 
Norman,  370 
Phillis,  370 
Robert,  370 
Violet,  370 

Gerkard,  Gilbert  (Lt.-C  ol.),  27,  29 
Gekrish,  Brigid  Mary,  193 
Cecil  Stretton,  193 
Ernest  Stretton,  193 
Kathleen  Mary  (nee  Vinson),  193 
Gibus,  Charles  (F.K.C.S.),  224 
Gibson,  Evelyn  Mary  (nee  Kirkby),  365 
H.  (Mr),  363 
Louisa,  240 

Gilbert,  Alice,  247,  348,  349 
Betsy  (nee  Higgs),  279 
Henrietta  Hillaria  203 
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Gilbert,  John  (of  Restormel  Castle),  279 
Phillip,  203 

Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  279 
Gillett,  Jane,  389 
Gillingham  (Dr.),  40,  43 
Girling,  Crest  in  use,  199 
Daisy,  199 
Robert,  199 
R.  J.  (Mr.),  199 
Gladstone,  John,  143 
William  Ewart,  143 

Glasier,  Sophia  Mary  ( nee  Corderoy),  224 
Thomas  (Capt.),  27,  29 
William  Kidger,  224 
Glendwk,  Owen,  52A 
Glyn,  Richard,  396 
Godfrey,  Richard,  372 
(The  Widow),  61 
Goddard,  Family,  78,  89 
Edward,  210 
Elizabeth,  210 
Ellen,  210 
Esther,  89,  210 
George,  210 
Guybon,  331 
Henry,  210 
John,  78,  89,  210 
John  Charles,  210 
Luke,  251 
Marjery,  210 
Martha,  51 
Mary  Ann,  251 
Richard,  210 
Roger,  210 
Ruth,  251 
Simon,  89,  210 
Thomas,  210 
William,  89 

Godding,  Hester  (nee  Higgs),  314 
Thomas,  314 
Godman,  Joane,  274 
Goff,  Elizabeth,  214 
Robert,  214 

Goldsworthy,  Elizabeth,  279 
Stephen,  271) 

Gomond,  John,  6 

Wife  of  John  (nee  Barton),  6 
Goodall,  Elizabeth  ( nee  Higgs),  349 
Hester  ( nee  Higgs),  331 
John,  351 
Richard,  349 

Gooday  (or  Goodly),  Charity  (nee  Higgs),  72, 
77,  78,  81,  86,  268,  270 
Hannah,  71,  77,  78,  81,  86,  270 
John,  72,  81,  86,  268,  270 
Goodricke,  Harcourt  (Es<pe.),  395 
Henry,  395 

Gostling,  Robert  (Junr.),  76 
Gotelee,  Emily,  153 
Frank,  145,  153 
Fred,  145,  134,  222 
Kathleen,  153 
Mary,  133 

May,  155 

Gould,  John,  of  Claverley,  Salop,  396 
Grace,  John,  256 
Graham  (or  Grahme),  Mary,  201 
Neil,  201 


Graham  (or  Grahme),  Ranald,  387 
William,  71 

Grainger,  Mabel  ( nee  Higgs),  370 
Martin,  370 
Grant,  Anne,  127 

John  Mackenzie,  127 
Grasingham,  Thomas,  3(15 
Gray  Benjakin,  76 
John,  76,  77,  79 
Joseph,  76 
Sarah,  76 

Green  (or  Greene),  A.  A.,  32 
Daniel,  397 
Doris,  52 
<  •  H„  339 
Harry,  339 
Ivy  (nee  Higgs),  339 
Jane,  313 
John,  387 
John  Ashley,  52 
-Mary  (nee  Higgs),  343 
«  Thomas,  343 
Tobie,  40 

Greenaway  or  Greenway,  Elizabeth  (nee 
Plowden),  362 
John,  257 
Mary,  237 
Peter,  362 

Gk  1; en eb rough,  Katherine,  386 
Robert,  386 

Greenwood,  Family  of  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  148 
Abraham  (Rev.),  263,  266 
Alice  Katie,  148 
C„  26 

Caroline  Stansbury,  148 

J  ■  349 
Thomas,  148 

Gkegorie,  Agnes  (nee  Higges),  314 
Richard,  313 
Grey,  Ralph,  370 

Winifred  (nee  Higgs),  370 
Grimmett,  Family  (of  Greenwich),  127 
Mary  Ann,  127 
William,  127 
William  Tinsley,  127 

Groom  (Mr.,  Mayor  of  Maidenhead,  Co.  Berks), 
3  7  3  A 

Grove,  William,  384 
Grover,  Elizabeth,  331 
Gudgeon,  Mary,  138 
Gundry,  Edith,  228 

Gutheridgk,  Gu  i  bridge,  or  Gut  teridge, 
Anne,  213 
Hannah,  52,  331 

Hacklute,  of  Eaton  in  Leominster,  48 
Richard,  49,  52A 
Sybil,  49,  52A 

Maine,  Monumental  Brasses,  2 
Haldinstihn,  Philip,  189 
Rosetta,  189 
Hall,  Ann,  238 
Elizabeth,  320 
Henry,  249 
John,  320 
Mary,  24*1 
Randolph,  392 

Susanna  (nee  Shakespeare),  320 
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Hamlin,  John,  2 1  j 
Sarah,  214 

Hands,  Richard,  382 
Hanks  (or  Hawks),  Elizabeth,  213 
Hannington,  Catherine,  259 
Hanns,  Richard,  34,  35 
Hansom,  John,  2 1  ( 

Mary,  2  1  j 

Hanwood  {see  also  Hknwood),  Edward,  214 
Mary,  214 

Harbord,  Charles  (Sir),  387 
Harding,  Mary,  24,  24 a,  330,  394 
Thomas,  24,  3(14 
William,  24,  24 a,  394 
Harrow,  Family,  227 
Edward  Leslie,  227 
Florence  {nee  Marriott),  227 
John,  227 
John  Edward,  227 
John  Marriott,  227 
Mary  Baron  ( nee  Curnock),  227 
Harman  (Miss),  78,  103 
Harmsworth,  John,  133 
Marion  Ellen,  133 
Ruby  Constance,  133 

Harrald  (Mr.,  Private  Secretary  to  the  Rev. 

C.  H.  Spurgeon),  159,  173 
Harrington,  Family  of  Combe  Abbey,  Co. 

Warwick,  20 
John,  20,  21 
(Lady),  20 
(Lord),  19,  20,  22 
Lucie,  21,  22 
Theodosia,  22 
Harries,  Samuel,  394 
Harris,  Dorothy  G.,  202 
Sarah,  364 a 

Harrison,  Edith  Mary  {nee  Higgs),  343 
John,  58 

John  William,  345 
Richard  (Rev.),  39 
Sarah  Ann  {nee  Higgs),  343 
Hart,  A.  (Mr  ),  200 

Harvey  (or  Hervky),  Anthony,  13,  43,  389 
Henry,  33,  36,  40,  bo,  213 
Margaret  (nee  Cruehtield),  p>,  213 
Harwood,  Anne,  237,  $50 
Edward,  33,  390 
Sarah,  33 

Thomas  (Rev.),  2O 
Hastings,  Ann  (nee  lliggs),  313 
William,  313 

Hathaway  (or  Hathwayi:),  Anne,  320 
William,  331 

Hathokn,  Elizabeth  (nee  lliggs),  314 
Robert,  314 
Hatton,  Hannah,  238 
Hawkins,  L.  E.  Mona,  330 
(Mrs.),  330 

Hawks  (or  Hanks),  Elizabeth,  213 
Hayden,  Nancy,  149 
Head  (or  Hkdi>),  Benjamin,  208 
Elizabeth  (nee  lliggs),  208,  2O9 
James,  269 
John,  269 
Joseph,  269 
Lawrence,  269 
Richard,  38 

3* 


Head  (or  Hedd),  William,  268,  269 
Headley,  A.  A.  (Rev  ),  32(1 
A.  L.  (Miss),  329 

J 1  kale  (or  1 1  elk),  hamily  of  Devon,  283 
Simon,  284 

Heardman's  Charity,  81 
Hearth,  Elizabeth,  248 
Heaviside,  Clara  Fanny  (nee  lliggs),  201 
Colin,  201 
Fred,  201 

Margaret  Dorothy,  201 
Ronald,  201 

Heggys,  Simon  (or  Symond),  7,  9 
Heghes  (or  Heighes),  Edmund,  33!) 

Edward,  387 
Henry,  330,  387 
Martha  (Lady),  336 
Mary,  387 
Nicholas  (Sir),  33b 
Richard,  387 
Simon,  33b,  387 

Heigs,  ol  Egloshaile,  Cornwall,  273 
Hele  (or  Healic),  of  Devon,  283 
Simon,  283 

Helyer,  Margareta,  138 
Raphael,  138 

Henderson,  Dorothy  McDonald,  132 
1 1  engl icr,  Edward  Henry,  189 
Frederick  Charles,  189 
Henry,  189 
Jenny  Louise,  189 
John  Milton,  189 
Mary  Ann  Frances,  189 
Maud,  189 

Henry,  Prince,  of  England,  20,  21 
Henry  1,  King  of  England,  32A 
Henry  II,  King  of  England,  2,  b,  pg  32A 
Henry  III,  King  of  England,  32A 
Henry  V,  King  of  England,  48 
Henry  VI,  King  of  England,  7,  9 
Henry  VII,  King  of  England,  48 
Henry  Frederick,  Prince  of  Bohemia,  23 
Henry  h  rederick,  IheOld  Prince  of  Orange,  23 
The  Dowager  Princess,  23 
1 1 e n wood  (see  also  Hanwood),  Alice  (Widow), 
^C? 

Hannah,  214 
Joseph,  214 

Herbert,  I 'lea  nee  (or  Blanche),  49,  32A 
Sarah  (ne'e  Higgs),  313 
Thomas,  313 
William  (Sir),  49,  32.x 
William  Mason,  3113 
Herne,  Isaack,  213 
Mary,  213 

Herrioge,  Rowland,  37b 
IIervey  (or  Harvey),  Anthony,  15.  388 
Henry,  35,  3(»,  40 
Margaret,  40 
He  vie  r,  I  liomas,  40 
11  ewes,  Joanc,  73 
Hewgill,  Franeiseus,  283 
Hicyggs,  John,  273 
Heyghez,  Peter  (13*12),  387 
Heymoric  (Mr.),  340 
I  1 1  hulk,  Maria,  309 
Hick,  Mary  Maria  (nee  lliggs)  27 9 
James,  279 
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Hick  or  Hick(s),  Family,  9 

Baptist  (Sir,  Knt.  and  Bt.),  29 7,  3B3,  384 
Hr  ks-Bkac  11,  Michael  (Sir,  Bt.),  297 
Higgs  or  Higgks  Family  and  its  many  variants 
(Hicks,  Hies,  Hic.gk,  Hyc.cs,  Hygs, 
Hyggks,  liver,,  Hygk,  IIkgks, 
Hkggks,  Hkghkz,  Hkygiikz,  Huggks, 
etc.,  etc.),  1,  7,  9,  10,  12,  17,  46,  87, 
3()- 

11  ices,  Hk.cks,  etc.,  name  of,  7 
Higgs,  Abvgeall,  371 

Ada  (nee  Newman),  278 

Ada  Alice,  3 1 4 

Ada  Mary,  51,  193 

Ada  Gertrude,  314 

Ada  Sarah  (1834  1892),  51 

Agnes,  314,  374,  393 

Agnes  C'autley,  324 

Adam  (of  ('old  Ash),  32,  72,  73,  77,  78,  79, 
80,  81,  82,  83,  84,  83,  86,  18  1,  21  4,  2O0, 
263 

Adam  (son  of  Harris),  306 

Alan  Walter  Brice,  240 

Albert  (of  Reading),  243 

Albert  (of  Hecklield,  Co.  Hants),  337 

Albert  Thomas,  32 

Alec  Stansburv,  139 

Alfred  Caleb,  193 

Alfred  "Corderoy,  184 

Alfred  Hedley,  202 

Alfred  Ward,  364A,  367 

Alexander  Lynton,  200 

Alice,  24,  24A,  368,  383,  398 

Alice  (of  Bradfield),  93 

Alice  ( nee  Cluett),  330 

Alice  (nee  Dunkerley),  364A 

Alice  (nee  Gilbert),  247,  348,  349 

Alice  (nee  Lumb),  201 

Alice  (nee  Stuart),  313 

Alice  (wife  of  Nicholas  of  Longford;,  334 

Alice  (dan.  of  William),  133 

Alice  Agatha  C'autley,  324 

Alice  Ellen  (nee  Medwin),  202 

Alice  Katie  (nee  Greenwood),  148,  150 

Alice  Maud  (nee  Cushing),  409 

Alice  Maud  (nee  Reart),  202 

Alice  Maud  Walker,  372,  373A 

Alvin  Stanley,  202 

Amecitia,  398 

Amelia  (nee  Spalding),  369,  370 

Amelia  Arabella  (nee  Darby),  406,  408,  409 

Amelia  Winifred,  370 

Amiatia,  393 

Amy,  134 

Andrew,  3 1 9,  3^4,  3  1  I 

Ann,  Anne,  Anna,  or  Annis,  8,  10,  12,  41, 
46A,  .37,  32,  33,  33,  38,  59,  60,  61,  63, 
65,  6b,  67,  68,  69,  70,  71,  72,  83,  83,  87, 
88,  89,  90,  91,  9L  93-  18 L  (nee 

May),  193,  199-  -20°,  20 1 ,  203,  203,  - o(> . 
222,  243  (nee  Elliott),  309  (nee  Smith), 

372-  373.  375.  370  39  L  393-  398 
Ann,  wife  of  Berry  (nee  Searis),  261 

(Portrait) 

Ann,  wife  of  Edmund  Tucker  Higgs  (nee 
Irving),  408 

Ann  Smith  (nee  Corderoy),  182,  183 

(Portrait),  184,  183 


Higgs,  Annabella  (nee  Williams),  3O4A,  31)7 
Anna  Maria.  133  179 

Anne  (dan.  of  Capt.  Walter),  27 
Anne  (dan.  of  Thomas  of  Cheltenham,  Co. 

Gloucester),  308,  309,  334,  333 
Anne  (nee  Harwood),  330 
Anne  (nee  Newman),  313 
Anne  (nee  Plowden),  361,  362,  363 
Anne  Margaret  (“  Nancy  "),  113,  113 
Annette,  32,  364A 

Annie  (dan.  of  George  and  Ann  Smith),  183 

Annie  Margaret,  103 

Annie  Mary,  201 

Anthony,  231,  309,  332,  398 

Arabella,  404 

Archibald,  240 

Archibald  Geikie,  163,  ib<>  (Portrait) 

Arthur,  133,  134,  230,  248,  278,  337,  343, 
368,  396 

Arthur  Charles  (Rev.),  of  Charlton  Kings, 
Co.  Gloucester,  298 
Arthur  Douglas  B.,  230 
Arthur  Franklin,  314 
Arthur  Marcellus,  342 
Arthur  Roger,  134 
Arthur  Graham,  201 
Arthur  Henry,  364A,  367 
Arthur  Hibble  (M.A.),  369 
Arthur  Hilton,  364A 

Arthur  William  Robert,  243,  246,  247 

(Portrait) 

Audrey  Ruth  Symonds,  169  (Portrait!,  170, 
1 7 1 .  173 

Augusta  Turno  (nee  Webb),  342 

Augustus  William  (M  l).),  237 

Avis  Winifred  (of  Wellington,  N.X.),  202 

Barbara  Mary,  364  a 

Barnaby,  309 

Barnard  (see  Bernard) 

Bartholomew  (of  Henley,  Oxon),  393 
Bartholomew  (of  Bradfielcl),  93 
Bartholomew  (son  of  John  of  Newnham 
Murren,  Oxon),  348 

Bartholomew  (son  of  John  of  South  Stoke), 
52,  352 

Barton  (son  of  Griffith  of  Barre  Place),  8,  1 1, 
13,  13,  23,  24,  23A,  29,  3°.  39,  40,  41, 
43,  44,  43,  46A,  30,  56A,  62,  1 68,  304, 

339,  349,  35  L  3<>L  375.  385.  39® 
Barton  (second  son  of  Barton  of  South 
Stoke),  23,  24A,  23,  40,  41,  43,  304, 

349,  35°,  352,  388.  398 
Barton  (son  of  Barton  and  Mary  ol  South 
Stoke)  24A,  25,  332 

Barton  (son  of  Barton  the  Younger  and 
Mary  his  wife),  23A,  333 
Barton  (son  of  John  and  Dorothy),  348 
Barton  (son  of  John  of  South  Stoke),  24, 
24A  52,  353 
Barton  Frank,  134 

Benjamin  of  Abingdon,  Co.  Berks  and  Mark 
Lane,  London,  364 a,  398 
Benjamin  (of  Bermuda),  411 
Benjamin  (of  Highworth,  Gloucester),  332 
Benjamin  (of  London),  3(M  L  398 
Benjamin  (of  Newbury),  80,  240,  243 
Benjamin  (of  Sedgeley  Lodge,  Stalls),  364A, 
397 
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Higgs,  Benjamin  (of  Wolverhampton),  4O4A 
Benjamin  Darby,  406,  407  (Portrait) 
Benjamin  Wilson,  404,  405,  406  (Portrait), 
408,  40(4 

Benjamin  (son  of  Richard),  120,  142,  134 
Benjamin  (son of  1  lumplirey  Lathern  I  liggs), 
408 

Benjamin  Richard,  124,  124 
Benson  (of  Newbury),  244,  244,  245 
Bernard  (Barnard),  309,  320,  321,  324, 

3-  I-  3  17 

Berry  (of  Sulhampstead),  2G0,  2O1,  204, 
205 

Bessie  Blanch  (ne'e  Inskip),  240 
Betsy  Westren  (nee  Snell),  280,  289 
Betty  (nee  Fletcher),  188,  189 
Brice  Kdward,  240,  248 

Bridget  (wife  of  Kdward  of  Hampstead), 
31 3-  34(>-  392 

Bridget  (dan.  of  Rev.  Nicholas),  4DC » 

Burt  Cushing,  410 

Caleb  (of  Cold  Ash),  7,  72,  89,  95  (Portrait), 
97,  98,  >)(),  100,  102,  104,  104,  105,  rot), 

107,  nr,  1  17,  ii(),  122,  144,  145,  149, 
146,  147,  148,  157,  162,  181,  182,  187, 
188,  190,  191,  192,  201,  410,  411 

Caleb  (of  Cheam),  72,  100,  102,  104,  107, 

108,  109,  1  10,  111,  1  1 3,  114,  1  17,  121, 

•35.  '37 

Caleb  (J  P.,  of  Haywards  Heath),  109,  111 
(Portrait),  112,  113,  114,  193 
Caleb  Joshua,  202 

Caleb  Walter,  112  (Portrait),  113,  193 
Caroline,  188,  315 

Caroline  Kmma  Wells  ( nee  Batsford),  369 

Caroline  Freda,  150 

Carl  Medwin,  202 

Carrie  (nee  Hopson),  188 

Cassia  (nee  Taylor),  371 

Castor,  498 

Catherine,  112,  1 1 4,  144,  194 
Catherine  H  (nee  Adams),  414 
Catherine  Hester  Cant  ley,  42  | 

Catherine  Joan,  114,  194 
Celia,  2()5 

Charity,  72,  77,  78,  7c),  81,  84,  85,  8(>, .208, 
-7° 

Charles,  192,  196,  308,  312,  437,  240,  241, 
30- .  395.  398 

Charles  Benjamin,  364  a,  4O7 

Charles  Cook  (d.  1885),  400,  402 

Charles  James,  199 

Charles  Powell,  298 

Charles  Warden,  179,  181 

Charlotte,  153,  179 

Charlotte  (nee  Sherrill),  201 

Charlotte  Audrey  Kmma  (nee  hlowerdew), 

1  Es 

Charlotte  Klizabeth  (nee  Miller),  133,  i<>3 
(Portraits),  137,  139,  1  ho,  161,  it)2, 
174,  173,  179,  180,  181 
Charlotte  Letitia,  178  (Portrait),  179  (Group 
Portrait),  180,  181 
Charlton,  150 

Christian  (dan.  of  John),  432 
Christian  (nee  Stiles),  449 
Christiana,  460 

Christopher,  209,  243,  429,  497-  398 


Higgs,  Cicely  (dau.  of  Walter  of  Bedford, 
Sister  at  the  London  Hospital),  240 
Clara  Kliza  (nee  Tomlin),  342 
Clara  Fanny,  201 
Clement,  319,  420,  398 
Clement  Corderoy,  202 
Clyde  I  larold,  202 
Constance  Alice,  201 
Cornelius,  89 

C.  Stanley  (of  St.  George's,  Bermuda),  404 
Daisy  (nee  Girling),  199 
Daniel  (of  B.arnwood,  Co.  Gloucester),  330 
Daniel  (of  Bath,  Co.  Somerset),  440 
Daniel  (of  Charlton  Kings),  310,  429 
Daniel  (of  Chippenham),  330 
Daniel  (of  Chipping  Sod  bury),  410,  397 
Daniel  (of  Harcsfield),  430 
Daniel  (of  Painswick),  430,  442 
Daniel  (of  Upton  St.  Leonard’s),  340 
David  Malcolm  John,  246 
David  Wilfred,  144 
Deborah  (of  Norton),  333 
Deborah  (dau  of  William  of  Colesbourne 
and  wife  of  Nicholas  Bridges)  (1613), 
320 

Desmond  Geikic,  1  (>3 

Dora,  102,  114,  193 

Dorcas  (dau.  of  Samson),  92 

Dorcas  (dau.  of  Caleb  of  Cheam),  102,  109, 

1  M 

Dorcas  (nee  Jenner,  wife  of  t  aleb  of  (  beam). 

108,  109,  1  10,  in,  113,  1  14,  117,  121 
Dorcas  Ann,  90 
Doris,  52 
Doris  Alice,  204 

Dorothea  Mabel  (nee  Pepper),  124,  124 
Dorothy,  473 

Dorothy  (of  Grafton  Flyford),  472 
Dorothy  (wife  of  Jeremiah  of  Bermuda), 
402 

Dorothy  (nee  Pickard),  142,  134 

Dorothy  ( nee  Shcrfield),  448 

Dorothy  Kllcn,  202 

Dorothy  Klsie  (nee  Smith),  314 

Dorothy  Kvclyn,  243,  24G 

Dorothy  CL  (nee  Harris),  202 

Dorothy  Kate,  1  14 

Dorothy  Kathleen,  201 

Dorothy  Mabel  (nee  Annette),  3*’4A 

Kdith,  153,  194 

Kdith  Alice,  204 

Kdith  Brenda,  129  (Portrait),  140  (Portrait 
with  dog),  141 
Kdith  Hannah,  32 
Kdith  Lois,  20.4 

Kdith  Monica  (nee  Brown),  1O4 
Kdmund,  201,  375 

Kdmund  Tucker  (of  Charlottetown,  P.  K.  1 .), 
|0(>,  408  (Portrait) 

Kdward,  201,  202,  344,  363,  4°1A-  367-  37°> 
37'.  37-.  380,  392,  39.4.  39C>.  398 
Kdward  Corderoy,  183 
Kdward  George  Cleopluis,  243,  246 
Kdward  Hood  (Rev.),  424.  323  (Portrait), 
.D7.  328 

Kdward  James  Curtis,  243,  248 
Kdward  Lay,  368,  373a 
Kdward  Lionel,  240 
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Higgs,  Edward  William,  201 
Eleanor  (Berkshire),  398 
Eleanor  (nee  Whistler),  8,  11,  23,  24,  24A, 
3°.  3d,  41,  |0a,  5()A,  304,  403,  330, 

3  4  o  1  300 

Eleanor  (wife  of  Anthony),  309 
Eleanor  (dan.  ot  Barton  and  Eleanor),  41 
Eleanor  Edna  l’attie  {nee  Smith),  i(>5,  i(>(> 
(Portrait) 

Eleanor  May,  199 
Eleanor,  368,  377 
Eliza,  52 

Elizabeth,  3O9,  371,  373,  375,  398 
Elizabeth  (of  Bradheld),  1)3,  380 
Elizabeth  (of  Charlton  Kings),  10,  27,  29 
Elizabeth  (wife  of  Benjamin  ot  Newbury), 
80 

Elizabeth  (wife  of  James  of  Sulhampstead), 
26],  265 

Elizabeth  (wife  of  Commander  Joseph 
Higgs,  K.N.),  324 

Elizabeth  (wife  of  William  of  South  Stoke, 


1  •  *■'  >  *  •' " 

Elizabeth  (wife  of 
South  Stoke 


\\  illiam  the  Younger 
729), 


- -  ,  ...  j 

lizabeth  {nee  Ballard),  371 
lizabeth  {nee  B1  udder),  319 
lizabeth  {nee  (  aunt),  341 
lizabeth  {nee  Eliott),  349 


dizabeth  (nee 
dizabeth  (nee 
dizabeth  (nee 
dizabeth  (nee 
dizabeth  (nee 


Ferret),  203 
Holt),  348 
Jenkins),  363 
Kilpin),  364A 

. —  e—  I’orter),  345 

lizabeth  (nee  Smith),  382 
lizabeth  (nee  Stephens),  .j9a,  301,  307, 


370,  381,  382,  383,  385 
Elizabeth  (nee  Stone),  307 
Elizabeth  (nee  Vans),  The  Komanee  of, 


1‘dizabeth  (nee  Ward),  3(17 
Elizabeth  (nee  Willis),  244,  245,  248 
Elizabeth  Ann  (of  Newbury),  240,  248 
Elizabeth  Beryl,  2(13 
Elizabeth  Cushing,  410 
Elizabeth  Mary,  51 
Elizabeth  Olive  (nee  Willett),  342 
Elizabeth  (dan.  of  Arthur),  133 
Elizabeth  (clan,  of  Barton  and  Eleanor  of 
South  Stoke),  23,  24A 
Elizabeth  (dau.  of  Holland  Ihomas),  32 
Elizabeth  (dau.  of  James  and  Sarah  Ann), 
1 88 

Elizabeth  (dau.  of  John  of  Wallingford), 


24  a 

Elizabeth  (dau.  of  (  apt.  Walter  of  Charlton 
Kings),  27 

Elizabeth  (dau.  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
of  South  Stoke),  52 

Elizabeth  (dau.  of  William  and  Mary  of 
South  Stoke,  185b  1878),  31 
Ellen,  89,  133,  193,  380 
Ellen  (wife  of  Humphrey  Eat  hern  Higgs), 
(nee  Sinclair),  408 
Ellen  Grace  (nee  Winsor),  201 
Ellen  Seward  (ne'e  Pearce),  244,  243,  24(1 
Ellen  Seward  Florence,  243,  2 4 < » 

Elliott  (of  Newbury),  244,  243,  248 


Higgs,  Elmer  John,  201 
I'dsie  Jean,  200 
Elsie  Maud,  31 
Emanuel,  313 
Emily,  135,  193 
Emily  Bowden,  31  j 
Emily  Laura  (nee  Biggs),  202 
Emma,  133 

Emma  Louisa  (nee .  Walklate),  203 
Emmelin  Agnes  (nee  Meates),  342 
Ernest,  201 
Ernest  Corderoy,  202 
Ernest  Vincent,  243,  248 
Esther,  32,  89,  90,  1  34 
Esther  (nee  Stanger),  313,  3(19 
Esther  Ann  (ne'e  Morris),  313 
Ethel  (nee  Belehamber),  201 
Ethel  Marie  (nee  Walker),  127,  128  (Por¬ 
trait),  129,  131 
Ethel  Marian,  193 
Eva,  32 

Evelyn  (dau.  of  Walter  of  Bedford),  240 
Evelyn  Mary  (nee  Locke),  34,  163  (Portrait), 
*7°.  17  L  l73 
Fanny,  32,  203 
Florence  May,  203 

Frances  (dau.  of  Walter  of  Charlton  Kings), 
-7 

Frances  (nee  Northover),  36b 
Frances  Julia  (nee  Comber),  324,  328 
Francis  (of  Basildon,  Berks),  213,  398 
Frank,  132,  133,  134 
Franklin,  313,  314 
Fred  Cleon,  202 

Frederick  (of  Newbury),  240,  248 
Frederick  (Portrait,  see  Preface),  63,  130, 
1  (>2 ,  l8.|,  183 

Frederick  (of  Washingborough),  343 
Frederick  Elliott,  243,  248 
Frederick  Fishenden  (J.P.),  174,  400,  409 
( 1  ’ortrait) 

Frederick  Howland,  293 
Frederick  Rupert,  2113 
Florence,  130,  133 
Florence  (nee  Gough),  29} 

Morence  Alice  (nee  Martin),  187 
Florence  May  (nee  Isaacs),  3(54 a 
F.  &  11.  F.,  Ltd.,  183 
Geoffrey,  131 

George,  373,  380,  397,  398 

George  (ol  Parley,  Berks),  240 

George  (J.P.),  of  Stamford,  313 

George  (of  Streatham),  72,  100,  10b,  182, 

1 83  ( 1  ’ort  ra it),  184,  183 
George  (of  llecklield,  Co.  Hants),  337 
George  (of  Hove),  143,  14b,  1  17,  1  |8,  130, 
E57>  1 5b 

George  (of  Maryleboue,  London,  of  Oxford, 
and  of  Heading,  Owner  and  driver  of 
the  fastest  coach,  Oxford  to  London), 

-51 

George  (of  Westminster),  341 
George  (Rev.,  of  Croxall,  Co.  Derby,  living 
*  53b) >  -82 

George  (of  High  Ham,  Co.  Somerset),  jbb 
George  (son  of  Samson  of  Cold  Ash),  8o 
George  Corderoy,  88,  184 
George  Frederick,  343 
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Higgs,  George  Norman,  140 
George  Richard,  100 
Gertrude,  52 

G'ertrude  (dau.  of  Samuel  H.  G  ),  52 

Gertrude  (nee  Green),  265 

Gifford  Krnest,  202 

Gilford  Madsen,  202 

Giles  (of  Bristol,  1  (>34),  333 

Giles  (of  Maryland,  1  (>78),  .4  i  5 

Gladys  ( nee  Lewis),  -201 

Gladys  (dau.  of  Walter  of  Bedford),  2.40 

Gladys  Pearl  (nee  Palmer),  201 

Gordon  Hamilton,  202 

Grace,  133,  397 

Grace  Rhoda,  1014,  117 

Graham  Ward,  23d 

Gregory,  372 

Greta  Joy,  202 

Griffin  (of  Parley,  Co.  Berks,  d.  1708),  240 
Griffith  (or  Griffin),  of  Bane  Place,  South 
Stoke,  6,  8,  10,  11,  12,  13,  15,  17,  18, 
it),  35,  37,  39,  3d,  50,  53,  50A,  d2,  238, 
3 1  d,  349,  35  L  39« 

Griffith  (or  Griffin)  (Rev.  Hr  ),  3,  8,  o, 
10,  11,  12,  13,  13,  15,  id,  17,  18,  10,  20, 
22,  23,  23,  2d,  .>7,  2<),  30,  32,  33,  33,  3d, 
37.  .f8,  39.  4-C  43.  44.  45.  4().  4(jA.  4  7- 
50,  51,  5-.  53.  54.-55.  5()A,  58,  d3,  68, 
1)2,  121,  ld8,  I()l),  211,  213,  23O,  283, 
296,  305,  321,  339,  337,  338,  331,  33d, 
357-  358,  37d,  388,  389,  390,  308 
Griffith  (of  South  Stoke,  son  of  Nicholas  of 
Thatcham),  8,  34,  38,  do,  di,  62,  63,  65, 
Od,  d8,  70,  71,  388,  38(4,  3148 
Griffith  (of  South  Stoke,  son  of  Barton  and 
Eleanor  of  South  Stoke),  23,  23A,  30, 
32,  33,  33,  33,  38.  39,  4*.  43.  45.  4(>- 
(>2,  68,  1 68,  169,  332,  336,  376,  388,  390 
Griffith  (of  South  Stoke,  son  oi  Barton  and 
Mary),  23 A,  333 

Griffith  (son  of  John  of  South  Stoke),  23, 
23  A,  30,  32,  3.52,  390 
Griffith  (grandson  of  Nicholas  of  1  hatcham), 
8,  54.  59,  63,  70 

Griffith  (or  Griffin),  of  Compton,  to.  Berks, 
54,  55 

Gwendoline  (dau.  of  Rowland  of  Saskat¬ 
chewan,  Canada),  307 
Gwendolyn  Cecilia  Grace  (nee  Rowe),  163, 

1  <>(*  (Portrait) 

I  lannah,  32,  33,  d.j,  70,  7 1,  72,  73,  73,  73,  7E 
77,  <)2,  2(>o,  2(>3,  370 
Harold  John  (E. R.l . B.A.),  31 
Harriet  Corderoy,  183 
I  larry  John  Walter,  1  1 3 
Harvey,  231 

llaydee  Nathalie  (nee  Becker),  2d.jA 
Helen  (B.A.Sc),  308 
Helen  (of  Surrey,  1  <»8 1 ) ,  3*48 
1  lelen  Ada,  1  1  3 

Helen  Margaret  (nee  Banham),  233,  23d, 
237  (Portrait) 

Helen  Margaret  Seward,  243,  24(1 

Helen  Ruby,  133 

Henrietta  (nee  Symons),  200 

Henrietta  Hillaria  (nee  Gilbert),  203 

Henry,  368,  373,  373,  398 

llenrv  (son  of  W  illiam  of  1  hatcham),  71 


1 1 1  (.(is,  Henry  (of  Bract  field),  93 

Henry  (of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester), 
302,  311,  383,  313 
Henry  (of  Eastville,  Bristol),  2143 
Henry  (s.  of  Elliott  of  Newbury),  233,  238 
Henry  (C.B.,  LI.  B.,  E.S.S.),  277,  278 

(Portrait) 

Henry  (M  l).),  of  Bermuda,  303 
Henry  (of  Westminster),  330,  341 
Henry  (of  Whitchurch,  Oxon),  339,  360, 
393 

Henry  Allison  Gerald,  130 
Henry  Frederick,  133,  130,  131,  132  (Por¬ 
trait),  139,  178,  1714,  183,  183,  428 
Henry  Joseph  (C). B. E.,  A.M.,  J  P,),  etc.,  277 
Henry  Marcellus  (Professor  of  Music),  332 
Henry  Owen,  277 
Henry  Pardoe,  337 
Henry  Thomas,  337 
Hephzibah,  90,  91,  333,  395.  398 
Herbert  Coldridge,  263 
Herbert  Godfrey,  123,  123 
Ilermon  George,  2 65 
Hester,  331 

Hilda  Christine  (nee  Squire),  23d 
Holloa  or  Holland  Thomas,  32 
Holland  Thomas  (the  younger),  32 
Horace,  369 

Horatio  (J.P  ,  C.A.),  of  Holsworthy,  North 
Devon,  287  (Portrait),  288,  280,  200, 

2141 

Horatio  Symons  (of  Holsworthy,  North 
Devon),  283  (Portrait),  288,  2814,  2*40 
Hubert,  230,  238 
Hubert  Leonard,  313 
Hugh  (of  Co.  Lincoln,  1273),  339 
Hugh  (1383  1337),  377 
Hugh  Corderoy,  203,  203  (Portrait) 

Hugh  Graham,  201 
1 1 winfrcy  (1366),  372,  (1598)  373 
Humphrey  Lathern,  307  (Portrait) 

Ida  Mary  (nee  Turnbull),  202 
Irene  (dau  of  Walter  of  Bedford),  230 
Irene  Violet  Comber,  323,  327  (Portrait) 
Isaac,  331 

Ivor  James,  120,  128  (Portrait),  131 
Ivy  (dau.  of  Walter  of  Bedford),  230 
Jack  Byron,  202 

James  (of  Aldermaston,  Co.  Berks),  209, 
393 

James  (of  Bagpath,  Gloucester),  377,  378 
James  (of  Basildon,  (  o.  Berks),  ]j(> 

James  (of  Brixton),  72 

James  (of  Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester), 

3  3 1 

James  ( Rev.,  of  Cheshunt,  (  o.  1  lerts),  3d 4 a 
James  (of  Cold  Ash),  8,  72,  73,  73,  73,  7<J> 
77.  78.  79,  83,  85,  86,  80,  92,  93.  «|E 
188,  213,  2do,  2(>3,  270,  338 
James  (of  Coleshill,  Berks,  and  Ratcliff, 
London),  233 

James  (of  Hartlebury),  373 

James  (of  Horton),  333 

James  (of  Kingsbury),  333 

James  (of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks),  233 

James  (of  North  Stoke),  31 

James  (of  Painswick),  332 

James  (of  Reading),  32 


.«*  I  'll 

' 


■  41  i.>  v-tli;  /, 

/.  .  I 


I  i  f Ht.il  v  >  r  <ii;M 


<li  >•  nvIiH 

t<>~  i  .•••Hi  »  i  «.i It  *  1  ,  tt  i  niH 


1^  .  I  ll  I  I  u,  i  ,.J  //  u  ,  t  ill  m(  I 


502 


THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Higgs,  James  (of  South  Stoke),  24A 

James  (of  Sulhampstead),  72,  260,  265 
James  (of  Sulhampstead,  Brazen  Head 
Cottage),  264 ,  265,  206 
James  (of  lotton,  Co.  Southampton),  244, 
245,  246,  247  (Portrait) 

James  (Mayor  of  Wallingford,  Co.  Berks), 

- -} a ,  25,  340,  398 
James  (of  Westminster),  241 
James-  (of  Whitchurch),  360,  491,  392,  304 
James  (son  of  Adam  of  t  old  Ash),  81 
James  (son  of  Caleb  of  Cold  Ash),  100,  187 
James  (son  of  Richard  of  Cliislehurst),  120, 
122,  125  (Portrait),  1 26,  127 
James  (son  of  Samson  of  Cold  Ash),  100, 
187 

James  (son  of  Thomas),  396 
James  ( J  .  I '.,  C.C.)  (ol  Hols  worthy,  N.  Devon) 
280  (Portrait),  287,  288,  289 
James  (Doctor  of  Music),  342 
James  Henson  Cecil  (of  Pretoria,  South 
Africa),  245,  246 
James  McKay,  203 
James  William,  343 
Jcimys  (of  Kypple,  1361),  372 
|anev(of  Basildon),  4OA 

Jane  (dan  ol  William  and  Hannah  of 
South  Stoke),  32 
Jasper,  313 
Jean,  201 

Jean  Marjorie,  202 
jemima  Walker,  37  3  a 
Jemima  Gridin  (ne'e  Walker),  373A 
|eremiah  (of  (  oleshill,  Co.  Berks,  living 
1 763)-  -L' 

jeremiah  (of  St.  George,  Bermudas),  402, 

1 1 0 

jeremiiih  (of  South  Stoke,  1734  1  /(><»),  334, 
837 

jeremiah  (ol  ll.M.S.  “  Torrington  ’),  rule 
P.C.C  Will,  Seymour  (I'o.  13),  1744, 
368 

Jessie  Alice,  202 

Jessie  Mary,  1 88 

Jennifer  Limbrey,  189 

Jon uc  (nee  Keale),  349 

Joan  and  Joane,  8,  4OA,  32,  34,  33,  39, 

60,  61,  <>(>,  (>/,  70,  201,  373,  37|,  377, 

378 

Joan  Audrey,  201 
Joan  Iduna,  1  23,  1  24 

John,  270,  271,  272,  273,  368,  371,  372.  373, 
374,  373.  37°  ('  •  1  -1 86),  378-  3K().  3S3. 
387,  3‘>- .  364 •  36.3,  366,  398 
John  (alias  Jenkin),  of  Basildon  (d.  1398), 
•fbA,  47 

John  (of  Basildon,  before  136(1),  4 a ,  378, 
376 

John  (ol  Hurley,  Co.  Berks),  32 
John  (of  Leominster,  377,  380 
John  (of  Newnham  Murren,  Oxon),  377 
John  (of  St.  George’s,  Bermuda,  Freeholder, 
17(10),  4  10 

John  (of  Sedgeley,  Stalls),  3(17 
John  (of  Southcot,  Berks),  348 
John  (of  South  Stoke,  son  of  Barton  and 
Kleanor),  23,  24,  24 a,  29,  3-.  3  b  1°. 
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H iggs,  John  (ol  South  Stoke,  son  of  John  and 
Susannah),  24,  24A,  34 
John  (of  South  Stoke,  son  of  Barton  and 
Mary),  24A,  45 

John  (of  South  Stoke,  son  of  William,  born 
about  1675),  33 

John  of  South  Stoke  (bur.  1(183),  5- 
John  (son  of  William  and  Klizabeth,  b. 
1(168),  32 

John  (son  of  William  and  Klizabeth,  b. 

1  7 J  5),  5- 

Jolm  (of  South  Stoke,  b.  1813),  32 
John  (son  of  William  and  Hannah  of  South 
Stoke),  32 

Jjohn  (of  Silchester,  Hants),  72,  77,  92,  93, 
-(,3.  338 

John  (of  Sulhampstead  Banister),  1  x ,  38, 
-38,  263 

John  (married  at  Thatchain,  13(13),  38 
John  (of  Orpington,  Kent),  72,  100,  112,  121, 
190,  191  (Portrait),  192,  193,  194,  19(1, 
199 

John  (of  Waltham,  Co.  Berks),  270,  271, 
272,  382,  384 

John  (of  Westhall,  Gloucester),  9,  j(>a,  309 
John  (of  Whitchurch,  Oxon),  3113 
John  (son  of  Thomas  and  Klizabeth  of 
Cheltenham),  92,  311 
John  (of  Cheltenham),  332,  382,  383 
John  (of  Halford,  Salop),  3(12 
John  (of  Horton,  Co.  Gloucester),  432 
John  (J.P.,  of  Maidenhead),  373A 
John  (of  Newbury,  paper  mill  owner),  240, 
248 

John  (of  Bradlield),  93 
John  (son  of  William  and  Hannah,  of 
Newbury),  243 

John  (of  St.  Kerrian's,  Kxeter),  284  (Por¬ 
trait),  283,  289,  291,  312 
John  (of  Upton  St.  Leonards  and  Charlton 
Kings,  Gloucester),  284,  2819  312 
John  (of  Claverley,  Shropshire),  363,  364A 
John  (Rev.,  of  Claverley,  Shropshire 
living  1700),  3(14,  364 a 
John  (Rev.,  son  of  John  of  Market  Royston), 
386 

John  Dalston,  236 

John  Douglas,  203 

John  Fuller,  235,  282 

John  Girling,  198  (Portrait),  190 

John  Kay,  368,  373A 

John  Limbrey,  187 

John  May,  190,  J93,  194  (Portrait),  193, 
1 96,  197,  199 
John  Nicholls,  263 
John  Roger,  342 
John  Symons,  28(1,  287,  289 
John  Vinson,  193  (Portrait),  196,  197,  198 
(Portrait),  199 
John  Wells,  364 a,  365 
John,  alias  Redlern,  271,  384 
Joseph  (Commander  R.N.,  1788  1803),  324 
Joseph  (of  Cheltenham),  313 
Joseph  (ol  Cold  Ash,  Berks),  72,  77,  78,  79, 
81,  84,  83,  92,  137,  270 
Joseph  (of  Birmingham,  Co.  Warwick. 

surgeon,  1746),  363.  368 
Joseph  (of  Bristol),  333 
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Hicos,  Joseph  (of  Kversham,  Co.  Worcester), 
39b 

Joseph  (of  Goring,  Oxon),  51 
Joseph  (of  Newbury,  Berks),  243,  2.(8 
Joseph  (of  South  Stoke,  Oxon),  52 
Joseph  (of  Reading,  Berks),  52 
|oseph  (son  of  Adam),  Hi 
Joseph  (son  ol  Joshua),  88 
Joseph  Hubert,  203 
Joseph  William  Cecil,  2.45,  2.48 
Joshua,  72,  8b,  87,  88,  (>4  (Portrait),  1)5,  96, 
07,  100,  103,  10.4,  103,  10b,  139,  188, 
200,  221),  338 

Joshua  (the  younger,  who  emigrated  to 
Australia),  72,  88,  200,  201,  203,  203, 
20b 

Joshua  Ronald,  200 

Joshua  William,  200 

Josiah,  328,  329,  397 

Joye  Frances,  129  (Portrait),  130,  131 

Joyce  Alice  (nee  White),  19O 

Joyce  Kearle  Rich  (nee  Maggs),  32 

Joyce  Mary,  201 

Judith,  9,  4(>a 

Julia,  3(MA,  373 
Julia  Mary  Cadtley,  32.4 
Julian  (nee  Morley),  372 
Julian,  314,  373' 

Juliana,  9,  4<>a 
June,  113 

Kate,  134,  203,  314 

Katherin  (nee  Widmer),  34  1 

Katherine,  373,  379 

Katherine  (of  Basildon),  4bA 

Katherine  (of  Grymley),  372 

Kathleen  (wife  of  Thomas  Leonard),  3 C>< > 

Kathleen,  130 

Kathleen  Ada  Stanger,  313 

Kathleen  Florence,  202 

Keith  William,  200 

Kenneth  Alan,  113 

Kenneth  Douglas,  113 

Laura  Celia  (nee  Coldridge),  204,  2<>3 

Lawrence  (ol  Cheltenham)  307 

Lawrence  (of  Horton),  383 

Lawrence  (of  Norton),  307,  399 

Lazarus  (of  Reversion,  Co.  Gloucester),  293 

Lazarus  (of  Horton,  Co.  Gloucester),  2113, 

33° 

Leila  Kmily  Burville,  203 
Leonard,  330 
Leonard  Stuart,  314 
Leslie  Greenwood,  149,  *3° 

Letitia  Ann  (nee  Charlton),  138,  139,  *4° 
(Portrait),  143,  14b,  L5°>  L5L  '53.  ‘55- 
1  8  1 

Letitia  Charlton,  102,  132 

Lewis  (of  Horton,  Co.  Gloucester),  383 

Lewis  (son  of  Joseph),  307 

Lewis  Leonard  Spalding,  172,  173,  174,  3(,9» 

37° 

Lilian  Gertrude,  133 

Lilian  Mary  (nee  Wickham- Jones),  313 

Lizzie  Walker,  372 

Lottie  Limbrey,  188 

Louisa,  lot),  117,  119,  i-io,  122,  123,  132, 

133.  '34.  3b |A 
Louisa  Ann,  102,  132,  153 


Higgs  Louisa  Phyllis,  133 
Lucy,  1 93,  398 
Lucy  Franklin,  314 

Luke  (of  Beverston,  Go.  Gloucester),  293 

Lydia  (nee  Day),  342 

Lydia  Kelleway  (nee  Stone),  202 

Mabel,  36.4A,  370 

Mabel  (nee  Birry),  363 

Mabel  (nee  Carter),  203 

Mabel  Dora,  113 

Mabel  Lliza,  123,  124 

Mabel  Joy,  1  < > 7 

Madge,  113 

Madge  Sissie,  19b 

Magdalen,  11,  13,  14,  '5.  -3.  -4A>  4‘>  5s- 
35- 

Marcellus,  342 
Marcellas  (ii),  342 
Margaret,  3(18,  369,  373,  383 
Margaret  (of  Henwick,  Thatcham),  8,  34, 
35,  38,  31),  <>o,  61,  (>4,  ob,  <>7,  <>o,  70, 

399 

Margaret  (nee  Ballard),  373 

Margaret  (nee  Beaupre),  293 

Margaret  (nee  Collihall),  283,  28t»,  28(4,  312 

Margaret  Cushing,  4 10 

Margaret  Dorothy,  364A 

Margaret  Kllen  (nee  Dinsen),  202 

Margaret  Kmily,  197 

Margaret  Faith,  177  (Portrait),  179 

Margaret  Joan,  203 

Margery,  32,  3(>4A,  372 

Marguerite  Kllen,  178,  17c),  180,  18 j 

Maria  (nee  Powell),  366,  382 

Maria,  88  (Portrait),  92,  3bb 

Maria  (nee  Dibble),  3(8) 

Maria  Ann,  203 
Maria  Dibble,  3  bo 

Marie  Lydia  (of  Wellington,  N.Z.),  202 

Marian,  313 

Marion,  2(13 

Marion  Kllen,  133 

Marjorie  Lois,  201 

Martha  (dan.  of  Barton  of  South  Stoke  and 
Goring),  24A 

Martha  (wife  of  Caleb  of  Haywards  Heath), 
1 09,  112,  113 

Martha  (dan.  of  James  of  Whitchurch),  391, 


Martha  (dan.  of  John  of  Wallingford),  24 a 
Martha  (dan.  of  Samson  and  Ann  ol  t  old 


Ash),  89 

Martha  (dan.  of  Samuel  and  Kliz.a  of  Read¬ 
ing),  32 

Martha  (dan.  of  William  and  Martha),  31 
Martha  (wife  of  William  of  South  Stoke), 


5',  358 

Martha  (dan.  of  William  and  Mary 
South  Stoke),  31 

Martha  (dan.  of  William  and  Hannah 
South  Stoke),  52 
Martha  (dan.  of  Thomas),  39b 
Martha  (nee  Carter),  330 
Martha  (ne'e  Hilton),  3<*4 a 
Martha  (nee  llossie),  35* 

Martha  Kate,  31 

Martin  Stanger,  313 

Mary,  373,  39b  3l>3.  395.  399 
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;s,  Mary  (wife  of  Nicholas  of  South  Stoke),  2, 
4,  6,  8,  10,  11,  1 3,  46,  46A,  47,  50,  32, 

5  2  A  >  5G  5&a,  237,  258,  284,  319,  349 
Mary  (dau.  of  Edward  and  Mary),  201,  205 
Mary  (dau.  of  Griffith  and  Sara),  ji,  13,  15, 
Ah  .53 

Mary  (dau.  of  Barton  and  Kleanor),  23,  24A, 

4  1  ■  339 

Mary  (dau.  of  John  and  Mary),  24,  394 
Mary  (wife  of  Barton,  nee  Combe),  24A,  43, 
349,  35°.  37().  388,  389 
Mary  (wife  of  Barton  the  younger),  24A 
Mary  (dau.  of  Barton  and  Mary),  24A 
Mary  (dau.  of  John  of  Wallingford),  24A 
Mary  (wife  of  John  of  Basildon),  46A 
Mary  (wile  of  I  honias  of  Streatley),  51 
Mary  (dau.  of  William  and  Elizabeth  of 
South  Stoke),  52 

Mary  (dau.  of  Holland  Thomas),  32 
Mary  (dau.  of  William  and  Hannah),  32 
Mary  (dau.  of  Samuel  and  Eliza  of  Beading), 
5- 

Mary  (dau.  of  Nicholas  of  Henwick),  34,  38, 
59,  60,  61,  66,  (17,  70 
Mary  (of  Charlton  Kings),  309 
Mary  (wife  of  Griffith  of  Compton),  33,  39, 
Mary  (of  Thatcham),  72 
Mary  (wife  of  Adam),  72,  79,  80,  84,  83,  86 
Mary  (dau.  of  Adam),  72,  81 
Mary  (dau.  of  Benjamin  Wilson),  403 
Mary  (dau.  of  Samson),  80 
Mary  (dau.  of  William  and  Letitia  Ann),  133 
Mary  (nee  Costain),  200 
Mary  (nee  Dodson),  340 
Mary  (nee  Vinson),  194,  1 96,  1  <>7 ,  198 

(Portrait) 

Mary  (ne'e  Young),  360,  391,  393 
Mary  (of  Bradtield),  93 
Mary  (of  Horton),  383 
Mary  (nee  Barclay),  288,  281) 

Mary  (nee  Barnard),  320,  321,  323,  347 
Mary  (net  Bryan),  371 
Mary  (nee  Graham),  201,  202 
Mary  (nee  Harding),  330,  394 
Mary  (M.A.,  nee  Kingsland),  364A  (Por¬ 
trait),  363 

Mary  (nee  Paice),  201  (Portrait),  263,  264, 
A  >5 

Mary  Ann,  72,  88 
Mary  Ann  (nee  Day),  3|2 
Mary  Aubrey,  31 
Mary  C.  (nee  White),  314 
Mary  Conleroy  (dau.  ol  Samson),  88 
Mary  Corderoy  (dau.  ol  George),  183 
Mary  Darby  (dau.  of  Frederick  Fishenden 
Higgs),  410 

Mary  Fdith  Betty,  163,  166  (Portrait) 

Mary  Klsic  (nee  McNabb),  200 

Mary  Hilton,  3 0 5 

Mary  Kingsland  (M.A.),  364A 

Mary  Lucretia  Walker,  372,  373. A 

Mary  Rebecca,  19(1 

Mary  Titeombe  (nee  Pullen),  240 

Mathew,  362,  399 

Matilda  (Portrait),  88,  80 

Maud  Unity  (nee  Passmore),  174,  173,  176, 

177.  *78.  ‘79 
Mavis  Gillian,  1  13,  193 


Higgs,  Michael  (son  of  Samuel),  396 
Michael  George,  150 

Miles  (1663,  of  St.  David’s  Is.,  Bermudas), 
410 

Millicent,  201 
Millieent  (nee  McKay),  203 
Millicent  Annie,  203 
Millicent  Kimpton,  202 
Minnie  Walker,  372 
Monica  Joyce,  202 
Moses,  328,  329,  397,  399 
Nancy,  32,  113,  113,  149 
Nellie,  109,  117 
Nellie  Grace,  113 

Nicholas  (of  Basildon,  d.  1383),  46.A,  47 
Nicholas  (of  Croxall,  Co.  Derby,  d.  1339), 
282,  368 

Nicholas  (of  Fxeter,  living  1624  alius 
Reynolds),  283,  374,  373,  383 
Nicholas  (of  Henwick,  Thatcham,  d.  1637), 
8,  1  C  ‘3.  M.  3°.  35.  39.  4  G  43.  4(,A> 
53.  54-  56,  57.  58,  59,  60,  61,  64, 

66,  69,  70,  71,  92,  146,  332,  388,  380, 
399 

Nicholas  (the  younger,  of  Henwick,  d. 
>bb5),  8,  30,  43,  43,  34,  33,  38,  39,  (.0, 
6 r ,  63,  64 ,  65,  (>(),  (>8,  69,  70,  71,  388, 
389.  390,  399 

Nicholas  (of  London,  d.  1663),  63,  71,  376, 
399 

Nicholas  (of  Longford,  Gloucester),  334 
Nicholas  (of  South  Stoke  and  of  Weoblev), 
2,  4,  6,  8,  u),  11,  13,  46,  46A,  47,  30, 
32,  32A,  36,  3 6a,  92,  211,  237,  238, 
284.  319.  349 

Nicholas  (of  South  Stoke,  1537),  336 
Nicholas  (son  of  William  of  South  Stoke, 
*57-).  35' 

Nicholas  (ol  Sparling,  Co.  Bucks,  d.  1503), 
-73.  -74 

Nicholas  (of  Swallowlield,  bur.  1  (>( ><>) ,  207 
Nicholas  (of  Somerset),  3(16 
Nicholas  (Re\  ,  D.D.),  334,  366,  374,  373 
38  2 

Natalie  (nee  Balias),  321 
Nathalie,  3O4 a 
Nathaniel,  399 
Noel  Franklin,  314 
Noel  Gerard,  314 
Noel  John,  201 

Nona  Dawn  (nee  Leman),  370 
Nora  (ne'e  Staneland),  (09 
Nora  Louise  (B.A.,  Sc.),  410 
Nora  Unity,  177  (Portrait), 

Norman  Gilbert  (Rev.),  203 
Norman  James,  203 
Olive  (nee  Hailstone),  2(13 
Olive  Frances  Mabel,  263 
Olive  Margaret,  123,  124 
Oliver  (of  Bisham,  Co.  Berks),  220,  341 
Ora  Annie,  204 
Orpali,  00 
Owen,  2 
Pamela  Ann,  32 
Pamela  Madge,  113 
Patience  (dau.  of  Adam),  72,  8i 
Patience  (dau.  of  Samson),  89,  90 
Patience  (dau.  of  John  of  Basildon;,  217 
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Higgs,  Patricia  Alice,  141) 

Patrick,  1  13,  314 
Patrick  William  Hubert,  314 
Peter,  399 
Peter  John,  2f>3 

Peter  Neville  (Portrait),  128,  131 
1  ’hillip,  27b,  270,  2: So,  33  1 
Phoebe,  7  2,  81 
Phyllis,  201 

Phyllys  {nee  Trelevan),  287,  289 
Phyllys  Mary  (M  A. Cantab  ),  288  (Portrait), 
289  (her  arms  as  heiress  of  her  lather) 
Posthuma,  217,  210,  220 
Preston  Walter,  202 
Priscilla,  315 

Prudence  (of  South  Stoke),  8,  11,  332,  35b 
Prudence  Corderoy  00,  91 
P.  Jackson,  330 

Rachel  ( ne'e  Buckridge),  32,  330 

Ralph,  270,  271,  378,  300 

Ralph  Douglas,  113 

Rebecca,  344,  34O,  400 

Rebecca  (clan,  cjf  John. of  South  Stoke),  24, 

394 

Rebecca  (dau.  of  Barton  the  younger  and 
Mary  his  wife),  24A 

Rebecca  (dau.  of  Caleb  and  Sarah  of  Cold 
Ash),  100  • 

Kedfern,  alias  John  (of  Waltham),  271,  384 
Reginald  Ernest,  202 
Richard,  368,  374,  373,  39b,  399,  4 00 
Richard  (of  Basildon,  1323',  4(>a,  47 
Richard  (of  Cheltenham),  309 
Richard  (Rev.,  of  Clavcrley),  364A 
Richard  (of  Colesbourne),  319 
Richard  (of  Chislehurst,  Co.  Kent),  72,  100, 
118  (Portrait),  119,  120,  121,  122,  123, 

1 2b,  132,  133  134 

Richard  (of  Coring),  38b 
Richard  (son  of  Griffith  of  Barre  Place),  8, 
11,  13,  14,  13,  3b a,  332 
Richard  (of  Co.  Lincoln,  1273),  339 
Richard  (of  Shepherdswell),  122,  123,  124, 
123  1 20,  174 

Richard  (of  Shrewsbury),  392 
Richard  (of  South  Stoke,  1  b 4 3 ) ,  32 
Richard  (of  South  Stoke,  ib8b),  32 
Richard  (of  Co.  Suffolk),  3b*) 

Richard  (of  Sulhampstead),  <>3,  238,  239, 
2bo,  2(>(),  337 

Richard  (of  Halford,  Salop),  3bi,  3G2.  303 
Richard  (Rev  ,  of  Higley),  3(>3-  3(>b  3(MA. 
393 

Richard  (“of  Oxlordshire  ),  <>3,  3l(> 
Richard  (of  St.  George’s,  Bermuda),  |°b 
403 

Richard  (of  Lawrence  Waltham),  384 
Richard  Donald,  202 

Richard  Minors  (M.C  P.),  402,  403  (Portrait), 

4°4>  4°5  f  ...  .  • 

Richard  William  (Rev.  Doctor  of  Chipping 

Sodluiry,  Co.  Gloucester),  3-9,  33° 
Riclunel  (wile  of  James  Benson  Cecil,  net 
I  liggs  of  Pretoria),  243,  24b 
Rita  Mavis,  2oj 
Robert,  3(18,  400 

Robert  (gentleman,  of  (  heltenham)  3OI> 
3 ‘9,  333.  33  b  3‘3- 


Higgs,  Robert  (yeoman,  of  Cheltenham,  ibo8), 
332-  383 

Robert  (of  Exeter),  288,  2814 

Robert  (husbandman,  of  Horton,  ibo8),  332, 

333 

Robert  (the  younger,  of  Horton),  383 
Robert  (of  Sandhurst,  Gloucester),  333 
Robert  (of  Wotton-iinder-Edge,  Gloucester), 
333 

Robert  C.  (of  St.  George’s,  Bermuda),  403 
Robert  Passmore,  17b  (two  Portraits),  177 
(Illustration),  178,  171) 

Robert  Percival,  88,  143,  174,  173  (Portrait), 
17b,  177,  178,  170,  181,  203 
Roger  (1540),  378 

Roger  (of  Banbury,  Oxon,  lbio),  f>5,  3 4 < > , 
400 

Roger  (of  Basildon,  C  o.  Berks,  m.  1608),  (>3, 
270 

Roger  (of  Bucklebury,  Co.  Berks),  65,  71 
Roger  (of  Claverley,  Salop),  65,  3<>4 ,  364 A, 
400 

Roger  (of  Hartlebourne,  (  o.  Worcester), 
b5.  34  L  37' 

Roger  (nephew  of  Nicholas  of  London),  71 
Roger  (of  Reading,  Co.  Berks),  32 
Roger  (the  younger,  of  Reading,  Co.  Berks), 


5  2 

Roger  (of  Thatchani,  Co.  Berks),  8,  (14,  (13, 
7L  73.  80 

Roger  (the  younger,  ol  Thatchani),  71 
Roger  (of  Westminster,  Co.  Middlesex),  63, 

34°.  34  L  375.  37°-  38(),  387 
Roger  (of  White  Waltham,  Co.  Berks),  270, 

27  L  34  L  379.  384  ... 

Roger  (the  younger,  of  White  Waltham), 

27 1  •  384 


Rosa,  188 
Rosabel,  131 
Rose,  201 
Rotha  Erica,  204 

Rowland  (son  of  Richard  ot  Norton),  307 
Rowland  (of  Old  Battleford,  Canada),  307 
Rowland  (of  Maidstone,  Sask  ,  (  anada),  307 
Roy  Hubert,  203 
Ruby  Constance,  133 
Rupertia,  308 

Ruth,  72,  77,  79,  81,  84,  201 
Ruth  {nee  Cox),  312 

Ruth  (widow  of - Martlock),  403 

Ruth  Corderoy,  203 
Ruth  Evelyn,  203 
Ruth  Gerard,  314 
Ruth  Mary,  134 
Sacchaus  (Zachaeus  ?),  274 
Samson  (of  (  old  Ash,  1  hate  ham,  C  o.  Beiks), 
71,  7 2,  73,  81,  84,  83,  8b,  87,  8c, ,  00, 


Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 

Samuel 


9 2,  95,  181,  222,  22 9,  270 
(of  Sidney,  Australia),  343 
(Re\  .  of  Bristol),  204  (Portrait) 
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Charlton  Kings),  308 
London),  344,  400 
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THE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


;s,  Samuel  (of  Sulhampstead)  260 
Samuel  (ol  St.  George’s,  Bermuda),  402, 
410 

Samuel  (J.l\,  Sudbury,  Suffolk),  3614 
Samuel  Harry  Guteridge,  52 
Samuel  Harry  Boy,  52 
Samuel  Nicholas  (R.N.),  277 
Samuel  Nicholas  (of  Fenton),  276 
Samuel  Nicholas  (of  Whistow,  Co.  Corn¬ 
wall),  276 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  wife  of  Griffith  of  Barre 
Place),  6,  8,  10,  11,  12,  17,  18,  37,  39, 
4(>.  5°.  53,  3(>A.  <>2,  238,  349,  351 
Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Griffith  of  Barre 
Place),  11 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Barton  of  South 
Stoke),  23,  4  1 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Nicholas  and  Mary 
Barton),  4OA 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  wife  of  Thomas  of  Beading), 
5- 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  William  and 
Hannah),  52 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  nee  Mason,  wife  of  William), 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  wife  of  Griffith,  son  of 
Nicholas  of  Thatcham),  34,  68,  388,  389 
Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Nicholas  and  Annis), 
54.  .55.  58.  5‘),  bo,  61,  (>(>,  67,  70,  72 
Sara  (or  Sarah,  wife  of  Caleb),  72,  98,  99 
100,  102,  lob,  107,  117,  iiy,  133,  ib2, 
181,  182,  190,  191,  192,  229,  310,  311 
Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Adam),  8r 
Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Joshua  of  Cold 
Ash),  89 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Caleb  and  Sarah), 
100,  187 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  Caleb  and  Dorcas), 

1 02,  107,  114,  113 

Sara  (or  Sarah,  dau.  of  James  and  Sarah 
Ann),  188 

Sarah  (nee  Mason),  331 
Sara  (or  Sarah,  nee  Bains),  293 
Sarah  (nee  Symons),  387 
Sarah  Ann,  324 
Sarah  Ann  (nee  Limbrey),  187 
Sarah  Frewin,  31,  222,  351,  333 
Sarah  Louisa  (nee  Greet),  288,  289 
Sarah  Nash  (dau.  of  Caleb  and  Sarah),  100 
Sarah  Nash  (dau.  of  William  and  Letitia 
Ann),  83,  87,  133,  142,  153,  1 79 
Sarah  Nash  (dau.  of  John  and  Ann),  193 
Sheila  Joan,  202 
Sidney,  202 
Sidney  Marcellas,  342 
Simeon,  317 

Simon  (or  Symond),  7,  <),  46A,  14b,  220,  340, 
34  1 

Solomon,  368,  372,  373A 

Stalled  Edgar,  201 

Stephen,  333,  374,  377.  4 00 

Susan,  8,  ii,  309,  349,  35-.  3r,f).  3‘>3 

Susan  (nee  Medwin),  202 

Susanna,  193 

Susanna  Jane  (nee  Wood),  263 
Susannah,  24,  24 a,  34,  308 
Sydney,  201 

Sydney  Hamlet  (of  Wellington,  N.Z.)  202 


Higgs,  Sydney  Limbrey  (M  l).,  F.R.C.S.),  188, 

1 89 

Thomas,  374,  375,  376(1486-1513),  378,  380, 
3()b 

Thomas  (of  Abingdon,  Co.  Berks),  24A,  304, 
3- 1 

Thomas  (of  the  Bermudas,  son  of  Bichard 
Minors),  404 

Thomas  (ol  the  Bermudas,  1628),  4 10 
Thomas  (of  Bradlield),  93 
'I'homas  (of  Bromsgrove),  372 
•  Thomas  (of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucester), 
9,  29,  4OA,  47,  92,  335,  381,  382,  383 
Thomas  (of  Claverley,  Salop),  364A 
Thomas  (of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester), 
7,  9,  46A,  296,  308,  309,  311,  314,  347 
Thomas  (of  Flore,  Northants),  343 
Thomas  (of  Goring,  Oxon,  prior  to  1620), 
386 

Thomas  (of  Goring,  Oxon,  1831  1918),  31 
Thomas  (of  Halford,  Salop),  361,  302, 

363,  400 

Thomas  (of  Hanly  Castle),  373 
Thomas  (of  Hecktield),  337 
Thomas  (of  Horton,  Gloucester),  383 
Thomas  (of  Maidenhead,  Co.  Berks),  265 
Thomas  (of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks),  240 
Thomas  (of  Ouarry  Bank,  Staffs),  368, 
373  A 

Thomas  (of  Beading,  Co.  Berks),  32 
Thomas  (the  younger,  of  Beading,  Co. 
Berks),  52 

Thomas  (of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  b.  1643), 
5- 

Thomas  (of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  b.  1673), 
5- 

1'homas  (of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  b.  1723), 
5- 

1'homas  (of  St.  Lawrence  Evesham),  373 
Thomas  (of  Stockton,  Salop),  396 
Thomas  (of  Streatham,  Co.  Surrey),  310 
Thomas  (of  Sudbury,  Co.  Sultolk),  369,  370 
Thomas  (of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks),  8,  53, 
38,  61,  63,  64,  66,  71 
Thomas  (of  Whitchurch),  359,  360,  393 
Thomas  (of  Wolverhampton),  364A,  366, 

3<>7 

1  honias  (of  Worcester),  372 
Thomas  (son  of  William  of  Thatcham),  71 
Thomas  Farr,  240,  248 
Thomas  Frank  (Lieut. -Cnulr.,  B.N.,  ol 
Goring,  Oxon),  51 

Thomas  Frederick  (M  l).),  368,  372,  373A 
Thomas  Frederick  (ii),  372 
Thomas  Frewin  (misspelt  “  Irwin  in  his 
baptismal  entry),  31,  354,  338 
Thomas  Graham,  201 

Thomas  lxilpin  (Bev.,  M  A  ),  364  (Portrait), 
3()4  A>  3° 5 

Thomas  Kingsland,  364A 
'Thomas  Leonard,  369,  370 
Thomas  Leonard  Martin,  369 
Thomas  Ward,  3* >4 A,  307 
Thomas  Wickham,  313 
Thora  Kathleen,  201 
Titus  (of  Hecktield,  (  o.  Hants),  337 
Titus  (ii),  337 
'Titus  (iii),  337 
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Higgs,  Tobias,  401 

Toovey  (of  London),  344,  401 
Ursula  (of  Bradfield),  93 
Ursula  (of  South  Stoke),  351,  357 
Violet  Hope,  177  (Portrait),  17c) 

Walter  (of  Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester), 

9,  10,  27,  29,  303 
Walter  (of  Cheltenham),  334 
Walter  (of  Eastington,  Co.  Gloucester), 
333.  334 

Walter  (of  Thatcluun,  Co.  Berks),  8,  34,  33, 
38,  bo,  b  1 ,  f »3  b.j,  (>(),  f»7,  70,  7  l ,  388,  40 1 
Walter  (of  Weoblev,  Co.  Herefordshire), 

8,  4b 

Walter  (son  of  Thomas  of  Newbury),  240 

Walter,  202 

Walter  Edward,  32 

Walter  George,  240 

Walter  John  Caleb,  113,  193 

Walter  Lonsdale,  202 

Wendy  Ward,  3b p\ 

Wilfred,  133 

W  illiam,  3b8,  3(19,  371,  374,  373,  37b,  377, 
3l>4.  3‘/».  3'»7 

William  (of  Aldermaston),  393 
William  (of  Bell  Harold  House,  Basildon, 
Co.  Berks),  212 

William  (J.P.,  of  Basingstoke,  Co  Hants), 
2bi,  2(>3  (Portrait),  2< >4 ,  2<>3)  Pedigree), 

2  06 

William  (of  the  Bermudas),  410 
William  (of  Beverston,  Co.  Gloucester),  293 
William  (Rev.,  of  Birmingham),  394,  303 
William  (of  Bradfield,  Co.  Berks),  93,  377, 
37‘).  3«° 

William  (of  Burford,  Oxon,  1344),  347 
William  (of  Charlton  Kings,  Co.  Gloucester, 
ib2'2),  333 

William  (of  Colesbourne  and  (  hedworth, 
Co.  Gloucester),  9,  (bA,  303,  311,  332, 
381,  382,  401 

William  (('apt.,  K.N.,  ?  of  Colesbourne), 
(24,  3 2< >  (Portrait),  328 
William  (of  Cheltenham)  309 
William  (of  Goring,  Oxon),  31 
W  illiam  (of  Lambeth,  son  ol  john  of  Upton 
St.  Leonards),  310,  312 
William  (of  Lambeth,  Co.  Surrey,  son  of 
Caleb),  72,  83,  87,  90,  100,  102,  103, 
110,  111,  119,  122,  133,  1 36  (Portrait), 

1  }7,  138,  139,  1  |o,  1  1 1  (leaded  glass 
window),  i  1 2 ,  143,  1  |  |,  145,  14b,  130, 
132,  133,  133,  137.  1()3.  l(,b  181 .  » >s  1 . 
191 

William  (nephew  of  Nicholas  ol  London),  (>3 
William  (of  Kntclific,  London),  233 
William  (of  Newnham,  Co.  Northampton), 

345  .  .  ,  „  . 

William  (of  Reading,  (  o.  Berks,  1  738  1  739), 

5- 

William  (of  Stockwell),  120,  143,  14b,  133, 
134  (Portrait),  133,  13b,  137,  138,  139, 
1O0  (Illustration),  ibi,  1  (> 2 ,  1  <>3 ,  lbS, 
l  74 ,  173,  170,  l So,  181 
William  (of  North  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
1819  l8bb),  31 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
living  ibo8),  13 


5<>7 


Higgs,  William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxford¬ 
shire,  d.  1667),  b 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
1(138  1708),  32 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
b.  about  1645),  33,  4(1 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 

1  b<i6-  1729),  32 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
b.  about  ib8o),  33 

W'illiam  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
b .  1711),  52 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
1775  |S43).  5 1  •  35# 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
and  Cholsey,  Co.  Berks),  1794-  1870,  32 

William  (of  South  Stoke,  Co.  Oxfordshire, 
1822  18(13),  5- 

William  (of  Newbury,  coachbuilder),  244, 
^45.  -H8 

William  (of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks),  8,  71, 


7L  73. 


270 


William  (son  of  Roger  of  l  hatcluim),  71 
W'illiam  (of  Upton  St.  Leonards),  3(19 
W  illiam  (son  of  Roger  of  Westminster),  340, 


34  1 

William  (son  of  John  of  Westminster),  341, 
3-1  -i 

William  (of  Wandsworth,  Co.  Surrey),  370 
W  illiam  (of  Whistow,  Co.  Cornwall),  27(1 
William  (of  Whitchurch,  Oxon),  339,  3(10, 
3b°.  3b 1 

William  Alpheus  (Sheri  11  of  London),  338 
(Portrait),  339 
William  Austin,  245,  248 
William  Bernard  Comber,  324,  327  (Portrait) 
W'illiam  Carter,  2(13 
William  Clapham  Marcellas,  3(2 
William  Darby,  409 
William  Franklin  Stanger,  313 
William  Henry,  32 

William  Henry  (of  Heckfield,  Co.  Hants), 


337 

William  Henry  (ol  Newbury,  (  o.  Berks),  248 
William  Leonard  Constant,  370 
William  Miller,  107,  143,  14b,  133,  1  (>2,  163 
(Portrait),  1(14,  163,  1  <>7 ,  i<»8,  i(>9,  170, 
171,  172,  173,  174,  180,  181,  3(19 
William  Newman  (of  Charlton  Kings,  (  o. 

Gloucester),  312,  313 
William  Norman,  339 

William  Oswald  Barrett,  1  ( >3 ,  1  bb  (Portrait ) 
William  Symonds  (F.K.S.,  F.S  A  ),  231  (see 
I  Ydigree) 

William  Ward,  3O4A,  3(17 
William  York,  174,  370 
Winifred,  370 

Winifred  (nee  Paterson,  of  Wellington,  N.Z  \, 


202 

Winifred  Alice,  201 
Winifred  Grace,  201 
W'yloa  Joyce,  201 
11  iggs-Cu.WKN,  Agnes,  324 
Gertrude,  324 
Neville,  324 
Sidney,  324 

Higgs Wai.kkk,  Bridget  Jean,  3 7 3 A 
Doris  Mary,  3 7 3 a 


"Ml  >  1*1*1. 

,f|.l  (1  JM)9  >/. 


. 


.  .  i  ■  ’  1  -  »J  •  •  •  •  / 


iff  ,  rn  l*m*  I  )•*  II  r  «1  '• 


* 1 

- 

■ 

,i  >U;  l  i  ».’// 

U  I 

I  .  (IJ.  ij  Ml  Mill  li> 

,*-£>.  '  t  ».<  *  *>;  **  O'j  '*  ,l*  *  * 

•  ,  /  .  .  1  • 

. 

’  * 


5°8 


THE  FAMILY 
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Higc.s-Walkkr,  Fanny  Kliza  (nee  Whitehouse), 
373A 

Gerald  Whitehouse,  373A 
Helena  Whitehouse,  373A 
James  Arthur,  373A 

Joseph  Walker  (O  B. 1C.,  V.D.,  J.P.),  372, 
3  73  A 

Mary  IClizabeth  (nee  Whitehouse),  373A 
Mary  Lydia,  373A 
Muriel  (nee  Hanks  Smith),  373A 
William  Frederick,  3 7 3 a 
William  Henry,  372,  373A 
1  Iildkslky,  Francis,  5*) 

Mary,  56 

H11.1.,  lCmery,  387 
John,  7(> 

Joseph,  155 
Matthew,  j<> 

Ituth,  312 
William,  313 

Hillyakd,  Anne  (Portrait  in  window),  1.31,  132 
11 11. ton,  Martha,.  3O3A 
Hoay,  Margaret  (of  Alison),  335 
Hobson  Family,  of  Newbury,  Co.  Berks,  8y 
(Mr.),  80 
Patience,  80,  00 
Thomas,  yo 

Hodson,  Ann  (widow),  77 
Hoi'TMANN,  Louisa,  230 
Hoi.by,  John,  335 

lloi.DKN,  ).  Stuart  (Kev.  D.D.),  ibo,  1 1 
IIoldkr,  Ann,  372 
Holdy  ( alias  Flucke),  IClizabeth,  335 
Holland,  Lady  ICleanor,  311 
1 1 01.1.1  da Y,  Lucy  (nee  Vinson),  103 
Marchaut  Cyril,  103 
Michael  Marchaut  Vinson,  103 
Thomas,  1 03 
Holloway,  Jane,  2<><> 

John,  3y2 
William,  200 

Holmi:  (or  llowMic),  George  (Sir,  Knt.),  11 
(Lord),  1  1 

lloi.MKs,  Agnes,  213 
Avis  Oldaker,  205 
Constance  Oldaker,  205 
1C m ma  Maria  (nee  Oldaker),  203 
Francis  Donaldson,  205 
Hannah,  233,  233 
Josephine  Bentley,  205 
Marguerite  Foster,  205 
Kichard  1C.,  205 
Bichard  Oldaker,  205 
Terrance  Bentley,  203 
Holt,  IClizabeth,  333 
Thomas,  380 

Holyman,  Faith  Jean,  203 
James,  203 
Keith  Cameron,  203 
Mary  Isobel  (nee  Cameron),  203 
Mona  Alexandria,  203 
Bobin  J'oslma,  203 
Boss  Holyman,  203 
William  Barton,  203 
IIomi  k,  Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  308,  373A 
Honk,  Jane  (nee  Voung),  303 
Bobert,  303 
Hookku,  James,  310 


Hobson,  Family  Crest,  188 
Alice  Mary,  188 
Carrie,  188 

John,  77,  7 y,  82,  88,  8y,  188 
Joseph  (Mayor  of  Newbury,  1882),  88,  188 
Mrs.  Maria  (nee  Higgs),  82,  88,  188 
Horton  (British  Volunteer),  22 
IIoknk  (or  Hkrnk),  lssida  (nee  Voung),  303 
James,  11  y 
John,  212 
Louisa,  1  iy 
Alary,  211,  212,  213 
Bobert,  211,  212 
William,  303 
Horton,  Walter.,  283 
!  Hoi’ou  (Bishop),  133 
Harriet,  133 

Houghton,  IClizabeth  (Mrs.),  76 
!  Housk,  Katherine,  38b 
Roger,  38b 

How,  ICdward,  288,  28y 

Julia  (nee  Higgs),  288,  28y 
Margaret  (nee  Higgs),  288,  280 
\\\,  288,  28y 

Howard,  Almaz  Henley,  313 

ICtliel  Esther  (nee  Stout),  313 
John  C.,  313 
Nigel  Franklin,  313 
Howie  (Widow),  bi 
Howies  (or  Husk),  John,  300 
Sara  (nee  Higgs),  30*1 
Widow,  70 
llowLLir,  John,  3013 

Sarah  (formerly  Higgs),  313 
William,  300,  313 

Howmk  (or  Hoi.mi:)  (Sir  George,  Knt.),  1  1 
( 1  .on  1 ) ,  11 
Hudson  (Col  ),  27 
Huggis  (or  IIiggks),  Alice,  2yy 
John,  2yy 

Huggins,  IClizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  351 
John,  351 
William  John,  163 

Hugiiks,  Georgina  ICtliel  (nee  Higgs),  203 
|  Hunt,  Thomas,  7b 

j  Huntingdon,  Selina  (Countess  ol),  82 
j  Hurst,  Margaret,  277 

Husk  (or  Howies),  Widow,  70 
Hutchins,  Bichard  (Junr  ),  7b 
j  Hutton,  Timothy,  12  | 

1 1  wire  as,  Tribe,  y 

j  Hyati  (or  Hyktt),  Joyce,  30,  32 a 
Thomas,  30,  32A,  380 
IIydi:,  Thomas,  bi 
IIydkk,  Archibald,  320 
Bichard,  320 
Susan  (nee  Higgs),  320 
HyGK,  2<)() 

IIyli.k,  Bobert,  283 

loos,  Tribe,  y 

1  LSI.  1: y  (or  1  LSI-1 1;),  Anne,  03 
Peter,  30,  55 
Bichard,  55 

Inski  1*,  Bessie  Blanch,  230 
Irhmongkr,  John,  (>2,  70,  37b,  387 
Isaac,  Family  ot  Devonshire,  130 
Name  of,  y 
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Isaac.  Alice,  i.|‘) 

Benjamin  (Rev.),  148,  149 
Catherine,  14*) 

Caroline  Stansbury,  1.48 
John,  149 

Mary  Lee  ("  Merrily  ”),  149 
Maud  (Princess),  149 
Nicholas  (Major,  of  Exetei),  149 
Sebastian,  149 
Thomas,  149 

Isaacs,  Florence  May,  3O4A 
Izat,  John  (Rev.),  237 

Jacobs,  Frederick,  20b 

Beta  Clarice  (nee  Symons),  2o(> 

Roger  hrederick,  20O 
J ago,  Albert,  203 

Florence  May,  203 
Geoffrey  Finest,  203 
Harry,  203 
Jessie  Alice,  203 
Kenneth  Albert,  203 
Leitha  May,  203 
Marjorie  Clarice,  203 
Winifred  Freda,  203 
James  1,  19.  20 
James  II,  b3,  133 
James,  George,  315 

Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  3 1  5 
Jeffery,  Doris  W.,  109 
J  ef'frey,  Audrey  Passmen  e,  205 
Joan  Dorothy  Passmore,  205 
Vida  Lydia  Dorothy  (nee  Cameron),  203 
William  Passmore,  205 

Jelf,  Catherine  Hester  Cautley  (nee  Higgs),  324 
Elizabeth  (alias  Rogers),  335 
lames,  324 

|  EMOTT,  J  EMMETT,  JEMMATT,  C.ERMOIE, 

Gemmett,  etc.,  Family,  u,  53-  57*  <H) 

Ann(e),  35,  <>9,  39°  .  ,  ,xs 

George,  11,  35.  3d.  43-  15.  0lS-  <H) ■  7°.  3««. 

389,  390 
Joan,  35,  390 
John,  11,  15.  3‘>° 

Marie  or  Mary,  8,  m,  23,  3},  35.  3d,  4*. 

53.  54.  3d« 

Philip,  57 
Samuel,  1 1 

Sarah,  35,  3‘»o  , 

Walter,  8,  11,  23,  34,  35.  3d.  a 3-  >b  >> 

70,  37(>>  3d° 

Jenkins,  Elizabeth,  3^3 

.  Thomas,  363  ,  .  . 

JENNEK,  GeNNEK,  GeNEUKK,  t.YNNOUK,  etc., 

Arms,  107.  108  109 

Family,  107,  108,  109,  ''2 
Motto,  108,  109 
1  Vdigrde,  109 
Arthur  Samuel,  109 
Dorcas,  107,  108,  109,  110,  in>  1  l4 
Edith  Dora,  109 
Edward  (l>r.),  107,  108,  114 
Esther,  107,  109 
J  onathan,  112,  114 
John,  107,  109 
Katie  Louise,  109 
Leslie  (Col.),  109 
Samuel,  112,  114 


Jennek,  Thomas,  107,  108  (Portrait),  108 
William  (Sir,  M.D.),  108 
William,  109,  112 
(Lady,  wife  of  Sir  William),  108 
Jennek  &  Higgs,  109,  113 
Jf.rnignham,  Henry  (Sir),  29b 
John,  King  of  England,  52A 
Johns,  Ellen,  305 
John,  70 
Robert,  7b 
Thomas,  7b 
Johnson,  John,  40 
La,  35 
Mathew,  387 

Jones,  Ada  (ncc  Vinson),  193 
David  Anthony  Hewitt,  193 
John,  214 
Martha,  214 

(Miss,  afterwards  Mrs.  Fletcher),  189 
Thomas  (Rev.  Vicar  of  Basildon),  213 
Thomas  llynd,  193 
Timothy  Robin  Vinson  Hewitt,  193 
Walter  Hewitt  (M.K.C.S.),  193 
W.  11.  (Rev.,  M.A  ,  F.S.A.),  74 
Jonson,  Ben,  21 
j oyes  or  Joyce,  Ann,  3113 
Anne,  395 
Henry,  393 
John,  39,  7 1  >  7 2 
Richard,  59,  bo,  71 
Judith,  of  Lens,  32 a 
Julian,  Jane,  27(1,  280 
Justice  Elizabeth,  75.  d3 
Joane,  73 
William,  73 


Keale,  Joan,  349 
Kearsey,  James,  314 

Ruth  (nee  Higgs),  314 
Keats,  Alice  (or  Agnes),  11 
Thomas,  1  1 
Kemble,  Jane,  5<>a 
Kenner,  Edward,  378 
Kennet  (Bishop),  9 
Kent  (Duchess  of),  142 
Stephen,  2bo 
Kensall,  Roger,  283 
Kerby,  Elizabeth,  335 
Kerry,  C.  I.  (Rev  ),  3 
Kessei.l,  Anne  (nee  Higgs),  213,  2  pi 

K 1  Blii  i  aviute  (of  South  Fawley,  t  o.  Beiks),  303 
Elizabeth,  2bA,  47 
John,  4 b a ,  47 
Mary,  |b.\,  47 
Thomas,  4OA 
William,  4<>a 

Killigrew,  l-amily  of  Cornwall.  2.39 
Kii.i’lN,  Tdizabeth,  3 b 4  ^ 

'Thomas,1  3^4 A 
W.  (Rev  ),  364 a 
King,  (e),  Edmund,  321 
Elizabeth,  321 
Francis,  321 
James,  72,  77,  81,  2b8 
John,  375 
Miss,  To  1 
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King,  Ruth,  72,  77,  78,  81,  84,  2<>8,  321 
1  he,  of  Bohemia,  2  j a ,  33,  p,  j 
William,  101 

Kincsland,  Mary  (M  A  ),  3O4A,  3O5 
W.  (Rev.),  3<)|a 
Kircup,  Thomas,  223 
Kirk  by,  Alice  Mary  (nee  Willis),  305 
Kvelyn  Mary,  3O5 
Harold,  365 
James,  3O3 

Kikton  hamily,  of  1  horpe  Mandeville,  C'o. 
Northants,  b 

Alice  (or  Ales),  0,  30,  5<>.\ 

Allan,  <> 

Margery,  (> 

William,  (> 

KTrkman,  Thomas,  343 

Knap  (or  Knapp),  Klizabeth  ( ne'e  Higgs),  24 <4 
Henry,  3511 
John,  240 
Richard,  359 
Knoc  k,  Kate,  277 
Knott,  Mary,  213 
Thomas,  213 
Knotts,  Deborah,  240 

Lambkkt  (Count,  of  Lens),  32A 
Lamborth,  Martha,  238 
Richard,  238 
Lambourn,  Richard,  bo 
Lank,  Alfred  George,  183 

Alfred  Henry  Sidney,  183 
Alfred  Lee  Core,  183 
Alice  Mary  (nee  Aldous),  183 
Audrey  Mary,  183 
Kdith  (nee  Higgs),  30.4,  311 
limma  Orlaina  (ne'e  Williams),  183 
Henry,  304,  314,  383 
John  William  (Capt.),  183 
Nathaniel,  307 
Thomas,  304,  344 
Langucy,  Joanc,  75 
Lakgk,  Thomas,  283 
William,  383 

Lassam,  Kditha  Lois,  204 
G.  Bowles  (Rev.),  204 
Latimer  (or  Lattimek)  (Bishop),  8,  53 
Thomas  (Rt  Hon.  Lord  Visct  ),  387 
Latrobk  (Governor),  200 
Laud,  Humphrey,  314 

J  itlian  (nee  I  liggs),  3  1  | 

Lucy,  24 

William  (of  Reading  and  Wokingham),  24 
William  (Archbishop),  24,  2b,  47 
Lawrkns  (Lawrknc  i:,  or  Laukknck).  h'amily 
of  Thatcham,  Co.  Berks),  80 
Agnes,  80 
Alice,  80 

Ann  (or  Annis),  80 
Bradley,  80 
Ldward,  80 

Klizabeth,  80,  2  jo,  253 

Francis,  80 

Hollyn,  80 

llugii,  80 

James,  89 

Joan,  80 

John,  80 


Lawrkns  (Lawrence,  or  Laukknc  1;) ,  Margaret, 
80 

Mary,  72,  79,  181 ,  2b8 
Richard,  80 
Robert,  80 
Stephen,  80 
Thomas,  80 
Vincent,  80 
Willelms,  80 
William,  80 
Willy,  80 
Lay,  Mary,  372 

Miss  (afterwards  Mrs.  John  Hopson),  188 
\\  .  C  .  (Mr.  of  Newbury),  188 
w\ykiki.i>  (Dr.),  24 
„kach,  Valentine,  71 
William,  71 

. K a  1  >  1 1  a m ,  Thomas,  395 
*kason,  Ann,  344 
.raver,  Anne,  230 
Anthony,  389 
,KlioN,  Gladys,  188 
-K<  kk,  Sarah  (widow),  213 
.kdkt,  Christiana,  32A 
.kk,  Mary,  1  4 < > 

Tomson,  73 

.kikkid,  i>k,  Roger,  331; 

,  1  •: n n a r  1 ) ,  Henry  (Sir,  J.B.,  (  .(  .),  192,  19b 

-IONAR1),  W.,  1  93 

JiUKKK,  Miriam,  233,  23b 
.kvkson,  Mary,  283 
a  wen,  Jane,  274 
-I . w lND kn ,  William,  40 
n:\vis,  Gladys,  201 

Marie  (or  Mary),  jbA,  213 
anm:  (Mr.),  339 
.igmt,  Ann,  99 
George,  09 
.imhkky,  John,  187 
Sarah  Ann,  187 
-inton,  Charles,  313 

Kstlier  (ne'e  Higgs),  313 
JONia  of  Antwerp,  Duke  of  Clarence,  311 
2TTI.KWORK,  Margaret,  233,  238,  2bo 
a.YWii.YN,  The  Great,  I’rince  of  Wales 
(Gwynedd),  32A 

Gladeuse,  Brincess  of  Wales,  32A 
ziADKR,  Thomas,  43 

a K ■  k ( r: ) ,  h'amily  of  Bristol,  Gloucester,  and 


Somersetshire,  34, 

170 

card  (1 

CG.S.,  etc.), 

1  (>3,  1  70 

■lyn  M; 

by.  34.  K>3, 

170,  171, 

1  73 

n  ('Hie 

1  ’hilosopher) 

,  3  b  1  7° 

John  (Mayor  of  Bristol),  34 
John  (the  younger  of  Bristol),  34 
Mariebelle,  34 
Richard,  33b 
Samuel,  34,  35,  390 
Loisa,  Brincess  of  Bohemia,  24 a 
Lunch,  Ann  (nee  Higgs  of  I kninington,  Co. 
Berks),  2(17 

Hencry  (of  h'rilsham),  207 
London,  Aaron,  331 

Klizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  331 
Long,  George,  370 
Hannah,  370 

Lothian,  Joseph  (Rev.),  89 
Loijskky,  Mary,  237 
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Louthian  (Adjutant-General),  27,  29,  42 
Lovait,  Catherine,  3O7 
LoYEAR,  Johll,  2l)l) 

Lovell,  Francis,  380 
Lovi  r,  Alice,  213 
]  ,ov  kto  r,  me,  Maud  3  -  a 
William;  32 a 

Lovesy,  Conway  WhiLhonie,  298 
Lowk,  Arthur,  304,  318 
Miss,  4<>a,  304 
Lower,  Henry  ( 1  >1. ) ,  9 
Lucas,  Gervas  (Sir,  lit.),  27,  29 
William,  340 
Lucy,  Mary,  55,  < x  1 
Luca;,  Edward,  301 
Lumb,  Alice,  201 
Luxton,  Ann,  27*) 

|ane,  27c; 

W-.  27D 

Lykord,  Elizabeth,  93 
Lysi.b,  dk,  John  (Sir),  87 
Lytton,  Garrard,  232 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  232 

Macdonald,  Harriet  lemma,  223 
Margaret  Ellen,  223 
R.  ().  ('.,  2  2  2,  2  23 
.McDonald,  Family,  223 

Anne  (dau.  of  Ronald  Bayne  ot  Moydast), 

1  27 

Ronald  Bayne,  of  Moydast,  127 
Mi  Don n in. 1.,  .Eneas  (of  Glengarry),  127 
Elizabeth,  127 

McDoNomai  (U.S.A.  Naval  Commander,  1814), 
127 

McKay,  James,  203 
Miliicent,  203 
McKknzik,  Agnes,  127 

Alexander  (son  of  John  Roy  of  Gairloch),  j 

1  -7 

Alexander  (of  lollie),  127 
Alexander  (“  lonraic.  ’,  Baron  of  Kintail), 

1  27 

Annabclla  (dau.  of  John  ol  Letterewe),  127 
Anne  (dau.  of  John  ol  Applecross),  127 
Anne  (nee  Grant),  127 
Anne  (nee  Mc  Donald),  127 
Catherine  (dau.  of  Simon  of  lorridon),  127 
Charles,  127 
(Dr.),  164 
Elizabeth,  127 
Hector  Roy,  127 

Helen  (Miss),  171,  173  (Illustration) 

Janet,  1(14 
John,  127 
|olm  Glassick,  127 
John  Roy,  127 

Katherine  (dau  of  Alexander  of  lollie),  127 
Kenneth,  of  Gairloch,  127 
Margaret  (dau.  ol  Korie  Mohr),  127 
Margaret  (dau.  of  Macdoughal  of  Morar), 

l2l 

Murdoch,  127 
R.  H.  (Col.),  127 
Robert  of  Tron,  1  < >4 
Rorie  Mohr,  127 
Simon,  of  'I'orridon,  127 
McNabb,  Mary  h'.lsie,  200 


McNair,  Christine,  103 
John,  103 

|ohn  Ballantyne,  193 
John  Duncan,  193 
Mary,  103 
Sheila  Lennox,  193 
Susie  (nee  Vinson),  1  <23 

Maciien  (or  Mac  h y n ) ,  Elizabeth,  2140,  302,  303. 

3 1  4 

Madge,  John,  374 
Madsicn,  Margaret  Ellen,  202 
(Mr.,  of  Denmark),  202 
Magus,  Joyce  Kearle  Rich,  32 
Mainwaking,  Edward,  27,  20 
Malcomb  III,  King  of  Scotland,  32  \ 

M ai.bas,  Blanche  Harriet,  223 
Henry,  223 

M  \ nc  h ks  r i;r ,  Earl  of,  37 
Duchess  of,  102,  103 

Mancroit,  Arthur  Michael  Samuel  (Sir,  BL),  180 
Phoebe  (Lady),  189 
Stormont  Maneroft  Samuel,  189 
Manners,  Elizabeth  (Hon.),  311 
George  (Sir),  311 

Manning  ion  (Mrs.,  nee  Strickland),  109 
Douglas,  ioc) 

Mansell,  Anne  (nee  Higgs),  300 
Walter,  30(1 
Marc  h,  Elizabeth,  233 
Makciiam  (Mr.),  340 
Margakei,  Oueen  of  Malcolm  HI,  32A 
Marks,  Nathaniel  (Gent),  33 
Marlow,  Mary,  249 
Marriott,  Florence,  227 
Marsii(k),  Thomas,  7b 
William,  2(>o 
Marshal,  live,  32A 
Isabel,  32 a 

William,  Earl  of  Pembroke,  52A 
Marshall,  Dora  (nee  (  handler),  22c) 

Dora  Lynette,  2 2<> 

Elizabeth,  c)(> 

Enid,  229 
Esther  Mary,  220 
James,  229 
James  Nash,  22c) 

John  Edwards,  (  apt.,  1  i<) 

Mary,  220 
Robert,  09,  2214 
Robert  Nash  (Lieut.),  222,  22*) 

Sidney  James,  2211 
Sylvia  Lynette,  229 
W.  R.  (Lieut-Gcn.  Sir),  197 
Marten  (Martin  or  Martyn),  hamily  ol 
Evelton  (or  Elvington),  Oxon,  2,  (*,  30, 

5OA,  3(12 

Family  of  Oekinghnm,  5OA,  3G2 
Family  of  Shinlielcl,  30.A,  3O2 
Family  of  Lincoln,  343 
Agnes,  3OA 
Alis,  2,  (>,  50,  3<>a 
Aline,  3O,  3<>A 
Edward,  30,  30 a 
ldorence  Alice,  187 
James,  187 
John,  5OA 

John  (of  Westminster,  i(>8i),  340 
Joseph  (of  Lincoln),  343 
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Marten  (Martin  or  Martyn),  Katherine  5OA 

i«5 

Margaret,  56 a 
Mary  Ann,  345 
Phillis,  23b 
Richard,  24A,  385 
Robert,  2,  b 
Thomas,  385 
William,  5 ( > a 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  249 
()ueen  (1558),  8,  51 
H.M.  Oneen  (1033),  102,  114,  113,  u<> 
Mason,  Ann,  303 
Anthony,  370 
Bridget,  30 2 
Grace,  71,  75 
John,  39 2 

(Mr.,  of  Cheltenham,  1710),  300 
Mary,  395 
Sarah,  3 2,  351 
William,  393 
Master,  Edward,  bo 
Masy,  John,  38 

Matilda,  l  he  Rrineess  of  England,  5  2  a 
Mathewe,  Mathew  or  Matthews,  Isaac  (of 
Basildon),  391,  392 
Walter  (of  Cheltenham),  299 
William  (of  Basildon),  391 
Maud,  Princess  of  Scotlaml,  149 
Maule,  George,  92 
Maunday,  Sarah,  164 
Maurick,  Rrince  of  Bohemia,  22 
Max  icy,  William,  3.49 
Maxwicu:  (hr.,  LL.D. Cantab.),  164 
May,  Family  of  Kent,  120 
Family  of  Berks,  231 
Anne,  192 
Elizabeth,  231 

John,  100,  120,  132,  192,  CO 
Leonard  Morgan,  231 
Mary  Ann  ( nee  Higgs),  231 
Morgan  (of  Reading,  Co.  Berks),  231 
Rebecca,  160,  120,  192 
Sarah  Charlotte  (nee  Lyon),  231 
Thomas,  100,  120,  121,  192 
Walter  (of  Sonning,  Co  Berk's),  231 
Maynard,  Edward,  380 
Martha,  380 

Meaiihomk,  Arthure,  3(12 
Meatks,  Emmelin  Agnes,  342 
Medhurst  (The  Rev  Mr.,  Student  of  Spurgeon’s 
t'ollege),  1  10 
Mkdoli'HK,  Roger,  377 
Micdwin,  Alice  Ellen,  202 
Susan,  202 
Meeks,  Henry,  249 
Mary,  249 

Mei.lin,  R.  Guy,  172 
Mi  uri  1.1  ,  Dorothy  (nee  Higgs),  372 
John,  372 

Merrett,  Richard,  334 
Mekriott,  Christiana  (nee  Higgs),  36b 
John,  30b 

Middleton,  Alice,  37b 
Anthony,  37b 
Christopher,  40,  320 
Henry,  40 
John,  320,  321,  324 


Middleton,  Sara(h),  54,  (>3,  b8,  320,  330,  389 
Susanna  ( nee  Higgs),  320,  324 
William,  34,  65,  b8,  320,  330,  388,  389 
Midwinter,  Margery,  213 
Robert,  213 
Millar,  Eva,  32 
Ivy,  32 

Jean  Margaret,  32 
Joan  Mary,  32 
John  Robert,  32 
John  Well  wood,  32 
Kenneth  Leslie,  52 
-  L.  W.,  32 

W.  G.  (I)r.),  32 

Miller,  Family  of  Glaskcnney,  Ireland,  137 
Family  of  Oxenhoath,  Co.  Kent,  137 
Family  of  Ramsgate,  Co.  Kent,  99,  135, 
‘57 

Family  of  Sussex,  137 
Charlotte,  138,  133 
Charlotte  Adams,  13b  (Portrait),  181 
Charlotte  Elizabeth,  133,  15b  (Portraits, 

aged  9,  aged  17  and  about  30),  137, 
1  39,  ibo,  1  ( » 1 ,  1  (>2 ,  181 
John,  137,  181 
John  Marshall,  222 
Lucy,  181 

Margaret  Sarah,  181 
Mary,  181,  373 
Rebecca,  99,  133 
Robert  (('apt.),  99 

Robert,  100,  138,  139,  133,  137,  375 
William  (Capt),  99,  13b  (Portrait),  137,  181 
William  the  Younger,  13b  (Portrait),  137, 
1 8 1 

William  John,  133,  13b  (Portrait),  181 
Armorial  Bearings  (as  used  by  the  above 
families),  13b,  137 
Mills,  Edward,  7b 
George,  223 
May  Elizabeth,  223 
Nanny,  240,  243 
William  (junr.j,  7b 
Mii.ome,  Jane,  253 
Minshui.l,  Richard,  343 
Miricveldt,  Michael,  19 
Mitchell,  Margaret,  240 
Molyneux,  Thomas,  394 
Monger  (.sec  Monger) 

Monington,  Elizabeth,  49 
Thomas  (Sir),  41) 

Montacute,  Third  Earl  of  Shaftesbury,  33 
Mont  agu,  George  (Lord,  son  of  the  sixth  Duke 
of  Manchester),  102 

Sydney  (Lady),  dan.  of  the  sixth  Duke  of 
Manchester,  102 
Moore,  Elinor,  49,  32A 

Gertrude  Annie  (nee  Curnock),  227 
John,  49,  52.A,  138 
Mary,  138 
William,  227 
Morecock,  Jane,  213 
Moreland,  Eleanor,  238 
Elizabeth,  238 
John,  238 
Samuel  (Sir),  238 
Thomas  (Rev.),  238 
Thomas,  238 
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Moreton  (Farmer),  86 
(Rev.),  86 

Morgan,  Martha,  238 
Morieri  (The  Abbe— Dictionary),  46A 
Morley,  Julian,  372 
Morrill,  Joseph,  240 
Mary,  240,  241 
Morris,  Esther  Ann,  313 
John,  387 

Morss,  Elizabeth,  268 
William,  268 

Mortimer  (Lady)  Ann,  31 1 
Edmund,  de,  52 \,  311 
George,  69 

Gladeuse  (Princess  of  Wales),  52 a 

Margaret,  52 a 

Maud,  52A 

Ralph,  52A 

Roger,  5  2 a,  31 1 

Roger  (1st  Earl  of  March),  52 a 
Morvill,  de,  Joan,  52A 
Morwent,  Elizabeth,  382 
John,  382 
William,  381 
Morye,  Francis,  383 
Moss,  Ada  Sarah,  51 

Sarah  ( nee  Higgs  of  Clanfield,  Oxon),  236 
Thomas,  236 

Moulden,  Sally  (nee  Higgs  of  South  Stoke), 
35i 

William,  351 

Moulton,  H.  R.,  24,  124,  330 
(Dr),  164 

Mullins,  May,  155 
Munger  (or.  Monger),  Anne,  259,  260 
John,  259,  260 

Murray,  Douglas  Galbraith,  205 
Edmund  Wallace,  203 
Ella  Jane  May  (nee  Oldaker),  205 
Walter  Thomas,  203 
Murrell,  Dorothy  Macdonald,  152 
Harold  Franklin,  152,  175 
Letitia  Charlton,  132 
William,  132 
William  Charles,  152 
Mylbouknk,  Agnes,  49,  52A 
Alice,  52A 
Anne,  49,  52A 

Catherine,  2,  6,  49,  52A,  56A,  362 

Elinor,  49,  52A 

Elizabeth,  49,  52A 

Fleance  (Blanche),  49,  5-A 

Jane,  2,  6,  49,  52 a 

John  (Sir),  2,  49,  52.A 

Joyce,  49,  52A 

Juliana,  49,  52A 

Margaret,  49,  52A 

Margery,  6 

Piers  (Sir),  49,  52A 

Sybil,  49,  52A 

Symond  (or  Simon)  (Sir),  2,  6,  49,  52A> 
56A,  362 
William,  6 

Myles,  Alice,  49,  52A 
Henry,  49,  52A 

Napoleon,  229,  291,  292 
Narbeth,  Charles  Austen,  225 

33 


Narbeth,  John  H.  (C.B.),  225 
Muriel  ( nee  Cheshire),  225 
Nash,  Family  of  Hemel  Hempstead,  Co.  Herts, 
155 

Family  of  Lambeth  and  Rotherhithe,  97, 
99 

Alice,  155 
Ann,  99 
Elizabeth,  99 

Elizabeth  (nee  Hall,  grand-daughter  of 
William  Shakespeare),  320 
Esther  Martha,  99,  229 
Gordon,.  153,  222 
Ivy  A.,  155 

James  Randall,  99,  100,  146 
Maria  Ann,  99 
Martha  Malyn,  99 
Mary,  228 
Rebecca,  99,  153 

Richard,  97,  98,  99,  100,  107,  119,  122,  155, 
181,  229 

Sarah,  72,  98  (Portrait),  99,  100,  106,  107, 
117,  119.  135,  155.  181,  182,  190,  191, 
192,  229,  310,  311 
Sarah  Wild,  99 
Thomas,  320 
William,  155 
William  Gardiner,  133 
Nash  &  Miller,  ioo,  157 
Nash  ics,  Joane,  213 
Nayler,  J.  Ashwin,  373A 

Lizzie  Walker  (nee  Higgs),  372,  373A 
William,  372,  373A 
Neale,  Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  350 
Simon,  350 

Nelson,  Horatio  (Lord),  127,  285 

Thomas  (of  Chaddleworth),  54,  59 
Nesta,  dan.  of  Rees  ap  Griffith,  Prince  of  South 
Wales,  48 

Newberrie,  Henry,  40 
Newberry,  Mary,  87,  97,  183 
Newcome,  Thomas,  394 
Newman,  Ada,  278 
Anne,  313 

Nevill,  Maria  Frances,  127 
Newton,  Edward  (Rev.),  364A 
Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  364 a 
Nibbs,  Alice,  214 
Job,  214 

Nicholas,  Harris  (Sir),  48 
Nicholson  Margery  (nee  Higgs),  364A 
John  Ward,  364 a 

Randolph  H.  (Major,  D.S.O.,  M.C.),  364A 
Nightingale,  John,  378 

Nino,  H.  G.  (Rev.,  M  A  ),  30,  168  (Illustration), 
P.  H.  (Rev.),  338 
N 1  sb et,  Ann,  72 
Elizabeth,  72 
Nix,  George,  396 

Nobes  (alias  Nokes),  1  homas,  391 
Noble,  William,  114 
Noel,  Margaret,  317 
Nom  de  Plume  "  Alec  Stansbury  ”,  149 
Norfolk  (His  Grace  the  Duke  of),  146,  148 
Norman,  John,  260 
Norreys  (Lord),  1  1 
1  North,  Elizabeth,  214 
George,  214 
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Nortiicroet,  Family,  224 

Alfred  George  Corderoy,  224 
Fanny,  224 

George  (E.D.S.,  1). I ).S  ),  224 

Henry,  222,  224 

Henry  Thomas,  224 

Jessie,  224 

Kate,  224 

Mary,  224 

Nellie,  224 

Perci'val  William  Corderoy,  222,  224 
Rosemary  Corderoy,  224 
William,  224 

Northlegh,  Willielmum,  87 
Northovek,  Frances,  366 
Northwav,  Family,  87 

Elizabeth  {nee  Browne),  223 
Joane,  93 

Martha,  87,  181,  222,  223,  231 
Oswald,  223 
Osvvell,  87,  93 
William,  87,  89,  223 
Norton,  Cornelius,  349 
Thomas,  395 
Norwood,  Family,  121 

Elizabeth  {nee  Higgs),  274 
John,  274 

Nunn,  Gertrude,  52 

R.  L.  (Major,  D.S.O.),  52 

Odo,  Bishop  of  Baieux,  190 
Oldakkr,  Alice  Mabel  {nee  Wade),  205 
Charles  Edmund  Wills,  205 
Ella  Jane  May,  205 
Emma  Maria,  205 
Francis  Frederick,  205 
Maria  Anne  ( nee  Higgs),  205 
Mary  Maria,  205 
Maxwell  Charles,  205 
Oliver,  John  (Dr.),  40,  43 
Olney,  Thomas  (Mr.),  175 
Olver,  Lizzie,  271) 

Maria,  277,'  279 
Onlibeake,  John,  320 
Judith,  320 

Orange  (Prince  of),  24 a,  41 
(Princess  of),  24A,  41 
Orpwood,  Martha,  238 
Thomas,  238 
Osborn,  Edward,  250 
Elizabeth,  250 
Ough,  Ann,  277 

Packer,  Margaret  ( nee  Higges),  314 
Robert,  383 
Thomas,  314 
Toby,  374,  383 

Pagan  el  (or  Pain  all),  Family,  121 
Page,  Ann,  314 
Esther,  314 
Paice,  George,  268 
Martha,  264 
May,  263,  264,  265 
Nicholas,  263,  265 
Painall  (or  Paganel),  Family,  121 
Pain  (Paine,  Payn  or  Payne),  Matthew',  14 
Millicent,  256 
Peter,  257 


Pain  (Paine,  Payn  or  Payne),  Robert,  6,  8, 
10,  24A,  46,  50,  56A 

Sara,  6,  8,  10,  11,  12,  17,  18.  24A,  46,  50, 
56A,  62,  257,  258,  349 
Painter,  John,  58 

Palatine,  The  Elector  Frederick,  20,  22 
Palmer,  Anna  or  Anne,  50,  56,  56A,  361 
Barton,  50,  56A 
Elizabeth,  93 
Gladys  Pearl,  201 
Margaret,  6,  56,  5bA 
Mary  {nee  Higgs),  344 
-  (Mi'-),  95.  96 
Ralph,  344 

William,  6,  50,  56,  56A 
Pange,  William,  386 
Pardoe,  Frances,  337 
Parker,  Elizabeth,  213 

James  (M.A.,  F.G.S.),  56 
Mary,  69 
Richard,  335 
Thomas,  213 
Parkin,  Family,  223 

Agnes  Edith  {nee  Corderoy),  225 
Elizabeth  Mary  Ann,  225 
Honor,  225 
James,  225 
Ronald,  225 
William  Edward,  225 
Parr  or  Pakre,  George,  231 
Katherine,  249 
William,  258 

Parry,  Henry  (Ford  Bishop  of  Gloucester),  296 
Parsons,  Ann,  93 
Mary,  351 

Richard  (of  Hampstead  Norris),  93 
Partridge,  Alice,  301,  374,  382 
Anthony,  301,  374,  382 
Robert,  301 
Pascoe,  Mary,  240 

Samuel  Augustus,  240 
Paslow(e),  Frances,  6,  50,  56A 
Henry,  6,  50,  56A 
Paston,  Dorothy,  56A 
Katherine,  56A 
William,  331,  383 

Passmore,  Family  of  Passmore  Hayes,  Co. 
Devon,  150,  174,  175  (Arms) 

Caroline  Freda,  150 
Emma  ( nee  Smith)  159,  175 
Dennis,  150 

James,  Edward,  150,  174,  176 
Joseph,  139,  175 
Maud  Unity,  174,  175,  176 
Roy,  150 

Wilfred  Thomas,  150 
Pate  (or  Pates),  Family,  10,  27 
Elizabeth,  10,  27 
Hinett,  335 
Joseph  (Sir),  27,  29 
Richard,  301,  302,  303,  334,  335 
William,  377,  3Sl 

Paten  (Mr.,  of  Milten,  Co.  Berks),  55,  70 
Patterson,  Thomas  (His  Honour),  165 
Pattullo  Higgs  &  Co.,  1 13 
Pawton,  Anne,  335 
Payn  (Pain  or  Paine),  Family,  10,  13 
Robert,  6,  8,  10,  24 a,  46,  50 


■ 


•  -  •  VI. 


INDEX  OF  NAMES 


5E5 


I-AYN  (Pain  or  Paine),  Sara,  0,  8,  io,  11,  12, 
17,  l8,  24A,  4O,  50,  ()2 
Pearce,  Ellen  Seward,  245 
Robert  (('apt  ),  245 
PEck(e),  Cyrus  W.  (Kt.-Col.,  V.C.),  174 
Elizabeth,  78 
George,  78,  421 
Henry,  421 

Kate  E.  (wife  of  Kt.-Col.  C.  \V.),  171 
Mary,  421 
Mrs.,  344 

Pedi.ak,  Samuel,  280 

Susan  (nee  Higgs),  280 
Pella tt,  Thomas,  71 
Pemberton,  Ann  (nee  Ward),  407 
William,  467 

Pembruge,  Edmond,  407 
Penn  (or  Penne),  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  473 
Mary,  214 
Henry,  373 

Pentreath,  Kate  (nee  Knock),  277 
Pepper,  Family  of  Yorkshire,  124 
Christopher,  124 
John,  124 
Mabel  Eliza,  124 
Samuel,  124 
Perce,  Thomas,  444 
Percy  (Bishop)  (1770),  4O4,  4O4A 
Perkins,  Family  of  Sandwich,  Co.  Kent,  181 
Catherine,  156,  18 1 
Elizabeth,  18 1 
John,  181 

Perrot,  Rose  Hannah,  204 
Perry,  William,  7 <4 
Petman  (or  Pettman),  Henry,  18 1 
Mary,  181 

Phillip,  Prince  of  Bohemia,  23 
Phillips,  Francis,  384 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  258 
Thomas  (Sir),  0.  29,  400,  405 
Phipp,  Sarah,  315 

1  ’ichth all,  Wallace  Marmaduke  (Rev.),  104,  104, 
105,  10O 

Pickard,  Alfred,  142,  134 

Dorothy,  142  (Portrait),  144 
Pickman  (or  Pikeman),  Alice,  255,  256 
Pickton,  Joane,  214 

Piggett  (or  Piggott),  J one  (or  Joan),  33,  6<> 
Rachel,  213 
Pike,  Elizabeth,  310 

John  (of  Oxford),  310 
Pikeman  (or  Pickman),  Alice,  253,  25 0 
PiLDiTCii,  Emily,  227 
T.  Lee,  227 
Pinner,  Mary,  300 
(Mr.),  3D0 

Pitt  A  Joseph,  208 
Pitts,  Elizabeth, 

Plant,  John  (Junr.),  /(> 

Marv,  3(17 
William,  367 

Pea ntagen et ,  Geoffrey  (Count  of  Anjou),  32A 
Ann  (Lady),  312 

Pleydali.  (or  Pleydell),  Agnes,  4OA,  304 
Anne  or  Anna  (nee  Higgs),  46A,  244,  304 
Anthony,  304 
Edith,  303 
Edward,  404 


Pleydali.  (or  Pleydell),  Elizabeth,  304 
Gabryell,  304 
John,  304 

Katherine,  4OA,  47,  234,  303,  305 

Margaret,  305 

Sophia,  304 

Susan,  304 

Thobye,  304 

Thomas,  46A,  47,  234,  303,  304,  303 
\  yrgill,  304 
William,  4<>a,  234,  304 
Zachcric,  304 

Plowden,  Family,  5OA,  361,  p>2 
Anne,  4(0,  463 
B.  M.  (Mr.)'  362 
Edmund,  362 
Edward,  362 

Elizabeth  (dan.  of  Humphrey),  3(12 
Elizabeth  (nee  Sturry),  56A,  361,  362 
Humphrey,  36A,  3O1,  3(12,  363 
Margaret,  3(12 
Roger  de,  361 
Plum icr,  Martha,  243 
John,  243 

Pocock,  Elizabeth,  403 
John,  403 
Richard,  24 
Thomas,  72 
William,  72 
Poire,  Nicholas,  6 
Pollard,  William  (Rev.),  474A 
Pollekon,  Andrew,  383 
Pook,  John  (of  Brighton,  Co.  Sussex),  337 
Theresa,  337 

Portland  (Duke  of),  142 
Potikr,  Elizabeth,  180 

Pottingek,  Family  of  Compton,  Co.  Berks,  33,  30 
John  (of  Bucklebury),  30,  ho,  (>2,  (>7,  h8,  (><) 
John  (of  Compton),  54 
John  (of  Wallingford),  34 
Mary,  33,  39 

Poul inky,  William  (Knt.),  340 
Pound  (Farmer,  of  Withiel,  Co.  Cornwall),  270 
Grace  (nee  Higgs),  2711 

Powell  (or  Ap  Powicll),  Arthur  (Gentleman), 
334 

Blaunch,  362 
David,  334,  382 

George  (gamekeeper  of  Warden  Estate),  143 
George  (Junr.),  1  43 
James,  334 
John,  381 
Marie,  434,  382 
William  (Rev.  Dr.),  382 
I’oyntz,  Nicholas  (Sir,  Knt.),  377,  378 
William,  73 

Preston,  Thomas  (the  younger),  137 
Prestwood,  Elizabeth,  140 
George,  140 
Mary,  1  gj 

Prince  \lbert  (Consort  of  Queen  Victoria),  1  (2 
Charles  Stuart  of  England  (afterwards 
Charles  11),  <>4 
Elector  Palatine,  24,  24A,  41 
Henry  (of  England),  21 
Henry  Frederick  (of  Bohemia),  24,  24A,  41 
Maurice  (of  Bohemia),  22,  57,  233 
Philip  (of  Bohemia),  23,  24 a,  34,  41 
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Prince  Rupert  (of  Bohemia),  29,  41,  42 

(Portrait) 

of  Orange,  23,  24A,  41 

of  Orange  (old)  and  his  Princess,  24A,  41 
of  South  Wales,  } 8 
of  Wales,  108 
Print  ess  Charlotte,  107 

Elizabeth  of  England,  19,  20,  2 1 ,  22 
Elizabeth  of  Bohemia,  23,  24A,  41 
Loisa-  of  Bohemia,  23,  24A,  41 
Maud  of  Scotland,  149 
of  Orange,  23 
Prior,  Mary,  238 
Rosabel,  1 3 1 

Thomas  (bailiff  to  Caleb  lliggs),  100 
William,  131 
Pr  ism  all,  Ezra,  88,  89 
John,  88,  89 
Matilda,  88,  89 
Proctor,  Margaret,  288 
W.,  288 

Pkowdl,  Edward,  334 
Pry  NCR  (Mr.),  378 
Puoon  omhl,  Alfred,  289 
Fanny,  28c) 

Frances  Westren  (nee  Snell),  289 
Puilson,  Franeiseus,  283 
Pullkn,  Mary  Titcombe,  240 
Purdue,  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  310 
Samuel,  235 
Thomas,  310 

OuiutN  Alexandra,  114 
Caroline,  109 
Catherine,  03,  389 

Elizabeth  of  Bohemia,  1  (>,  19,  23,  24,  24A, 

-9.  34-  3C,  39-  4°.  41-  4 -  •  4()-  54-  57-  121 
Elizabeth  of  England  ('The  Good  Queen 
Bess),  8,  1  10 
Mary  (1558),  8 

Mary  (1933),  J02,  114,  115,  116 
Victoria,  108,  1 1 4 
Quelch,  Sarah,  214 
Ouibkll,  Family  of  Newark,  22O 
F.  O.,  22G 

Kate  Amelia  (nee  Chandler),  22G 
Noel  Oliver,  22O 
Philip,  22b 

Thomas  Henry  Hall,  226 
Quinlan,  Colin  Kenneth,  206 
Kate  (nee  Higgs),  20G 
Kathleen  Rita,  200 
Thomas,  20G 

Radnor  (Earl  of),  4OA 
Radstock  (Lord),  103 
Rah,  Ida  Grace,  109,  114 

John  Turner,  100,  109,  114,  115,  117 
John  (Dr.,  Arctic  Explorer),  109,  114 
Robert  (of  Crouch  End),  109,  114 
Sara  (nee  Higgs),  100,  108,  109,  114,  115, 
11G,  117 

Raimks,  Frederick,  22b 
Margery,  22b 
Rains,  Sarah,  293 
Ranch,  Mary,  249 
Rands,  Eileen,  3G5 
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Randall,  Family  of  Rotherhithe,  99 
John,  99,  181 
Sarah,  99,  181 

Ransom,  Squires  &  Higgs,  Ltd.,  150 
R arson,  Charlotte  (nee  lliggs),  315 
George,  313 

Rlad(k),  Robert  (Sir),  191 
William,  260 
R lading,  Henry,  2G7 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  2O7 
Rkason,  Agnes  (or  Anne),  4OA,  304 

Robert  (of  Corfe  Castle),  46A,  304,  303 
RHid,  Arthur,  204 

Arthur  Henry,  204 
Desmond  McAuley,  204 
Doris  Alice,  204 
Elizabeth  (ne'e  Higgs),  30!),  317 
Frederick  Walden,  204 
Heather  Mavis,  204 
Henry  McAuley,  204 
Maxwell  Hubert,  204 
William  Pickering  (Rev.),  30O,  317 
Rrmmklt,  Henry  (Capt  .),  324 
Sarah  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  324 
Reynolds,  Edward  (Dr  ),  40,  43,  283 
Elizabeth,  283,  383 

John  (alias  Higge,  of  Plympton  St.  Mary, 
Devon,  living  1620),  283,  333,  383 
Nicholas  (alias  Higge,  living  1020),  283,  28}, 

383 

Samuel  (of  Bristol),  343 
Susanna,  343 
Richard  I,  50 

Richard,  Duke  of  York,  311 

Hugh  (Rev.,  Curate  of  Basildon,  Co.  Berks), 

•213 

Richards,  Edmund,  383 
Fanny,  251 

Harriet  (nee  Higgs),  251 
John,  251 
Mordecai,  330,  383 
Richard,  231 
Silvester,  23  1 
William,  121 

Richardson,  Benjamin  Ward  (M  l).,  etc.),  114 
Richings,  Elizabeth,  315 
Ridley,  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  3(13 
(Bishop),  8,  53,  157 
Edward-,  363 
Riddskr,  John,  314 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  314 
Rivers,  Eliza,  5 2 
Rivet,  Andrew,  22,  47 
Roads  (or  Rhodes),  James,  89,  208 
Martha,  89,  268 
Rohartks  (Lord),  27O 

Robert,  the  Bruce,  King  of  Scotland,  149 
Duke  of  Normandy,  52A 
Roberts,  Gabriel  (Sir),  3113 
Nicholas,  282 
William,  282 

Robertson,  James  (D.L.,  J.P.,  ol  Stornoway, 
N.B.),  1  27 
Joseph,  303 

Robinson,  Grace  Mary,  19O 
11.  Vincent,  196 
John,  24 

John  “  of  London  ”,  333 


. 


. 

i«  >1  Jo:;' J 

I  t(.  ••<'■  'I  J‘JV/  r  I 

<  *.•!/  / 

H'H  1  ,  un'fl 

<  '  H  I  “  AO»  . 


i'-Ot  ,i!»  i  n  i  A  <!!■>'»  MI  j  > 

t  ,  I  (111  1  n  o 


INDEX  OF  NAMES 


517 


Robinson,  John  Vincent,  1  < 

Margaret  Ellen,  19b 
Mary  Rebecca  (nee  Higgs),  19b 
(Mr.),  119,  135,  344 
Roy  David,  19b 
Thomas  David  (Rev.),  196 
William  (D.D.),  24 
Rocke,  Mary  Ann,  278 
Rocks,  Master  John,  478 
Roe,  James  (Rev.,  Rector  of  Speen),  233 
Rogers,  Elizabeth  ( alias  Jeee),  343 
Joseph,  395 

Rommicu  (Ann  &  Co.),  397 
Roi’EK,  Family,  121 
Rose,  Agnis,  213 
Alice,  213 

Joane  (nee  Higgs),  373 
Thomas,  213,  374 
Rothschild  (Baron),  287 
Rou  h,  Anne,  335 
Rouswki.l  (or  Russia.)  (Col.),  42 
Rowe,  Ann,  239 

Gwendolyn  Cecilia  Grace,  1O5 
Thomas  (Sir,  Knt.),  185 
Thomas  Elliot  (Rev.),  1O5 
Rudd,  Edward,  392 
Joyce,  392 

Kudhall,  Anne,  49,  32A 
William,  49,  32A 

Rumsey,  Sarah  F rewin  (nee  Higgs),  51,  222, 
35  L  355 

Stephen,  51,  222,  351,  355 
Rupert,  Prince  of  Bohemia,  29,  41,  42 
Russia.,  Governor  of  Lichfield,  26,  42 
Ruth,  av,  Richard,  40 
Ryx,  John,  333 

Sadgkove,  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  2O7 
John,  2f>7 

Salter,  A  lies  (Alice),  213 
Sai.usbuky,  Thomas,  375,  48b 
Samborn  (or  Samboukne)',  Henry,  15 
Samms,  Esther,  274 
Samuel,  Benjamin  (of  Norwich),  189 
Rosetta  (nee  I  laldinstein),  189 
Sancroet  (Archbishop),  2b 
Sandeord,  de  (or  de  Saundeokd),  Juliana,  9, 
300 

Margaret  (nee  JMowden),  31*2 
Richard,  302 
Thomas,  300 

Sandes,  Rupertia  (nee  Higgs),  317 
William,  3 1 7 
Sandy,  Edith,  279 
W„  279 

Sandys,  lalwin  (Sir,  of  Latymers),  301,  31  1,  319 
Elizabeth  (Lady,  of  the  Vync),  311 
Henry  (  The  Hon.),  311 
Henry  (Col.),  92,  319 
Jane  (  The  Hon.),  92,  301,  311,  319,  384 
(Lord,  of  the  Vyne),  92,  301,  311 
Mary,  92,  319 

W  illiam  (3rd  Lord,  of  the  Vyne),  301,  319 
Sankey,  Doris  Mary  (nee  Higgs  Walker),  373.A 
Harold  Bantoek  (Col.,  M.C.),  373A 
James  Charles,  373.A 
Michael,  373A 
Sappin,  Ann,  34 <> 


Saruood  (Lady),  109 
Saul  (of  Tarsus),  70 
Saunders,  Jane,  75 
Savage,  Anne,  254 
John,  233 

Sayer,  Elizabeth,  234,  243,  23b 
Schot,  Margery,  298 
Scot,  John,  46A 
Seaman,  Owen  (Sir),  277 
Sear  is,  Ann,  2b  1  (Portrait),  2b3,  2(>3,  26G 
Mary,  263,  265 
Thomas;  2(13,  2b3 

Selina  (Countess  of  Huntingdon),  82 
Sellwood,  Griltith,  jo 
Sei.man,  Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  31*  | a 
Seni.is,  dic,  Maud,  52A  .. 

Simon,  32.A 

Seward  (Dr  ,  of  Lichfield),  243,  28) 
(Prebendary),  244 
Seymour,  Edward  (Hon.),  487 
Share i.e y,  Thomas,  310,  311 
Shakespeare,  Anne  (ne'e  Hathaway),  420 
Susanna,  320 
William  (Poet),  320 
Shaw,  Norman  (F.R.  I .  B.  A),  ib| 
Shawcross,  Edith,  3O4A 
Herbert  Tuer,  3O4A 
Mabel  (nee  Higgs),  3^*4 a 
Shearle,  Sibel,  333 

Shelley,  Alice  (Lady),  191  .1  , 

William  (Sir),  1 9 1 
Shepherd,  George,  2<>b 
Margaret,  233 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  2bb 
Sherkield,  Dorothy,  348 
Sherman,  Constance  Verner,  203 
Janet  Rosalie,  204 
Leila  Bernice,  203 
Lindsay  Carl,  203 
Millicent  Annie  (nee  Higgs),  204 
Nancy  Clair,  203 
Norton  Maywell,  203 
Ralph  L,  203 
Sherri  ek,  Charlotte,  201 
Shervvin,  Elizabeth,  ](yy 
Sherwood,  George  (F.S.G.),  479 
Shingleton,  Andrew,  40 
Barton,  32,  33,  4  ( 

Shunn,  Sarah,  310 
Sibley,  John,  3  jo 
Thomas,  340 
S 1  m ics,  Joseph,  397 
Simmon  1  >s,  Elizabeth,  214 
Henry,  213 

Simmons,  Joseph,  310 
Simonds,  Jane,  231 
Simons,  John,  37(1 

Katherine  (nee  Higgs),  270,  379 
Thomas,  270,  377,  379 
Simpson,  Sophia,  313 
Singleton,  Thomas  (Rev.),  212 
Skeats,  John,  307 

Skynnek  (or  Skinner),  Elizabeth,  289 
Richard,  383 
Sea D den,  John,  121 
Mary,  121 

Slade,  Henry  (Capt.),  27,  29 
Moses,  |<) 
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Slater,  Eileen  (nee  K;mds),  365 
Ellen  (nee  Johns),  365 
Eric,  305 
Dorothy,  365 
Martha  (nee  Higgs),  365 
Mai  tin  Johns,  365 
Mary,  33 
Mary  Isabel,  365 
Michael,  3(13 
Richard  Gabriel,  363 
Theodora,  3(13 
William  Martin,  365 
Seattle,  John  (Rev.),  0,  u,  3 3 < j 
Slawter,  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  2  p> 

Henry,  24 9 

Slop  er,  Robert  (Rev.),  71 
Smart,  Elizabeth,  212 
John,  212 
Mary,  212 
Thomas,  212 
Sm  laton,  Robert,  68 
Smkplky,  Edward  Bedford,  202 
George  Thomas,  202 
Millieent  Kimpton  (nee  Higgs),  202 
Rex  Stancil  202 
Smith,  Ann,  183 

('ceil  Eloyd,  188 

Dorothy  Elsie,  313 

Eleanor  Edna  Pattie,  165 

Elizabeth,  270,  271,  -274,  382,  383 

Emma,  159,  175 

Ephraim,  253 

Francis,  376 

Frank  E.  Wolsey,  1(15 

Hanks  (Rev.),  373A 

Hannah,  233 

Henry,  271,  373,  382,  383 

John,  213 

Joseph,  213 

Margaret  Sarah,  181 

Mary,  213,  233,  317  (nee  Higgs) 

Muriel  Hanks,  373A 

(Mr-),  45 

Olive,  213 

Ralph  (or  Ralfe),  270,  271,  373,  382,  383, 

Richard  (alius  Foster),  8,  55,  60,  61,  70 
Roger  (alias  Davys),  13 
Sarah  ( alias  Foster),  8,  34,  53,  61,  70 
Sidney  Eloyd  (I)r.),  188 
'I'homas,  30,  317 
William,  30 
W.  F„  188 
W.  j„  Ltd.,  177 
Smyth,  Alice,  333 
Joane,  93 

Snell,  Betsy  Westren,  286,  287,  289 
I 'ranees  Westren,  289 
Frederica,  277 
Jane,  287,  289 
John,  289 
John  Westren,  289, 

(Et.-t'ol.),  287 
Mary,  289 
William,  287 

Snow,  William  (Vicar  of  South  Stoke),  36,  40 
William  (the  Younger),  40,  389 
Soamic,  Stephen,  381 


Somkrs,  John  (Rt.  Hon.  Sir),  34,  33 
Somkrskt,  Henry  (Lady),  1  14 
South,  T.  J.  (Mr.),  277 
Winifred,  277 
South  icy  (Mr.),  130 
Sovvman,  Minnie  (nee  Higgs),  278 
R.  (Mr.),  278 

Spaceman,  Francis  (Rev.),  79 
Spain,  Elizabeth,  181 
Spalding,  Amelia,  369 
John  Howard,  369 
Sparrock  (Widow),  339 
Spicer,  John,  68,  69,  70 
Spillkr,  Samuel,  125 
Spriggs,  Anna  (nee  Higgs),  288 
William,  288 

Spring  ett,  Bartholomew  (Rev.),  09,  73,  73,  73 
Sprott,  Thomas,  283 
Spurgeon,  Charles  (Rev.),  161 

Charles  Haddon  (Rev.),  100,  no,  137,  139, 
141  (Portrait  in  window),  142,  133 

159,  160,  163,  175 
(Mrs.;  Charles  Haddon,  110 
SyuiRE,  Hilda  Christine,  236 
Stafford,  Henry  (Lord),  201,  333 
I'homas,  379 
Staines  (Mr.),  192 
Stanijynought,  Richard  (Rev.),  282 
Stanford  (Rev.  Dr.),  183 
Stangek,  Esther  or  Elizabeth,  313,  369 
John  (Rev.),  313 
Stansbury,  Alec,  139 
Steank  (Rev.  Dr.),  183 
Steeds,  Esther  (ne'e  Higgs),  330 
Thomas,  350 
Steevens  (Mrs.),  69 

Stephens  (or  Stevens),  of  Eastington,  Co 
Gloucester,  333 
Anna,  303 

Edward,  46A,  301,  307,  331,  333,  335 

Elizabeth,  46A,  301,  307,  313,  333,  370 

Henry,  301,  333 

Joel  (of  Sulhampstead),  258 

John  (of  Stroud,  Gloucester),  331 

Nathaniel,  331 

Richard,  29!) 

Robert,  381 
I'homas,  297,  381 
William,  305 

Steward,  Frances  (alias  Seakes),  253 
Stiles,  Christian,  339 
St.  Leg e r,  Anne  (Lady),  312 
Thomas  (Sir),  312 
St.  Liz,  Maud,  52A 
Simon  tie,  52A 
Stone,  Benjamin,  43,  33 
(Capt.  Lieut.),  27 
David  George,  203 
George  Robert,  203 
George  William  Robert,  204 
Henry,  29 

J..  i.U  . 

Lydia  Kelleway,  202 
Ora  Annie  (nee  Higgs),  203 
Robert,  33,  204 

'I'homas  (of  Chudleigh,  Tasmania,  formerly 
of  Dorset,  England),  202 
Stoner,  'I'homas,  11 
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Stout,  Ethel  Esther,  314 

Lucy  Franklin  (nee  Higgs),  313 
Margaret  Lilian,  314 
Nora  Frances  Emma,  314 
William  Henley,  314 
Stkattkn  (Rev.  Mr.),  1  39 
Stkaunck,  Robert,  378 
Strickland,  Caroline,  100 
Harold,  100 
(Mr.),  109 
Dr.  (Rev.),  251 
Strong,  John,  7b 
Prudence,  70 
Stroud,  Susannah,  314 
Stuart,  Alice,  313 

h'lizabeth  (Princess,  afterwards  Queen  of 
Bohemia),  1 9,  20,  21,  22 
Elizabeth  (Queen  of  Bohemia),  16,  19,  20, 

3(>.  37.  3‘),  4°.  1 1 .  1<>,  54,  57, 

1  2  1 

James  1  (King  of  England),  19,  20 
James  II,  63 

Sturkky,  Elizabeth,  56 a,  361 
John,  3<>i 

Sutton,  Edward  (Lord  Dudley),  22 
Elizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  2 4 < > 

Richard,  249 
Swaink,  Joan,  233 
Swinglkr,  Elizabeth,  345 
SwiNNKRTON,  Jo.,  38(1 

Svdnkv  (Duchess  of  Manchester),  102,  103 
Sykks,  Alethea  Edith  (nee  Chandler),  2 _*  1  > 
Edwin  Leonaril,  22(1 
Percy  Duncan  (B.A.),  2 2 ( > 

Thomas  Edward,  22b 
Svmmons,  Alfred  W.,  20b 
Kate  (nee  Higgs),  20b 
Leta  Clarice,  206 
Svmonds,  Jane,  37(1 
Symonks  (or  Symons),  Anne,  387 
Symons,  Henrietta,  200 
Jane,  387 
John,  387 

Robert  (of  T  asmania),  200 
Sarah,  387 
Sisley,  <>9 

Tall,  Lie,  Alice  Maud  (nee  Higgs),  315 
Frederick  Vincent,  345 
Harry  Birks,  343 
Talmadgk,  Thomas,  95 
T'anni.r,  T  homas,  71 
Tantz  &  Co.,  188 
Taylkr,  John,  335 
T  aylor,  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  2bb 
Cassia,  371 
John,  2(>() 

Ralph,  335 
William  (Rev.),  7(1 
Tu.u  kiiam  (Mistress)  Anne,  89 
•  Mary,  52 

Thomas  (Gent.),  52 

Thkxton,  T'.l.  .  (of  London),  301 

Jo.  (Sir,  of  London),  301 
Thomas,  Emanuel,  321 
David,  45,  | b,  37b 

Helena  Whitehouse  (nee  11  iggs-Walker), 
3  73  a 

1  homas  Geollrey,  373.x 


Thompson,  Family  of  Cumberland,  228 
Alfred  Corderoy,  228,  229 
Archer  (Rev.),  73 
Bertha,  228 
Clara,  229 
Emily  Lucy,  229 
Esther  Mary,  229 
Geollrey  (B.Sc  ),  228 
Harold  (M.A.Oxon.),  2.2.1,  228 
Henry  Nash,  228 
Jessie  (nee  Cook),  228 
Mary,  229 

Mary  (>lee  Nash),  228 
Richard,  228 
Richard  Nash,  228 
Rosa,  229 
Samuel,  228 
Samuel  Richard,  228 
William  George,  228 

I  hoyts,  Family  of  Sulhampstead,  Co.  Berks, 

E.  E.  (Mrs.),  260 
William,  238 

T'hurgood,  Mary  (nee  Higgs),  364.x 
T'hrupp,  Fanny,  288,  289 
11.  T.  (Rev.),  288,  289 
John,  288 

Thijrlok,  John  (Secretary  to  Oliver  Cromwell), 
L58 

Tillotson  (Dr.),  387 
Tilslky  (Dr.),  4b 
Timbkrland,  Elizabeth,  242 
Timms  (Mr.),  81 

T'ingky,  Nathalie  (nee  Higgs),  3b.jA 
William  Robert  Hamilton,  304.x 
TTrki-:  (Widow),  333 
T  itmus,  Anna,  233 
George,  233 
'Toby,  John,  31 
Martha,  31 
Mary,  51 

Tokh,  Nicholas  (Capt.),  121 
Tombs,  h'lizabeth,  238 
Tomlin,  Clara  Eliza,  342 
Toms,  Lydia  (nee  Higgs),  343 
Nehemia,  343 
T'oomkr,  Joseph,  71 
Samuel,  71 

Fork,  Bessie  (nee  Higgs),  287,  28*) 

E.  R.  Bury,  287,  289 
Touctikt,  Elizabeth,  48 

John  (Lord  Audley),  48 
Ton kn ay,  Gerard  tie,  300 
Tovicy,  William,  7b 

T'rkkkry,  Mary  Ann  Curtis  Walker  (nee  Cullern), 
373  a 

Richard  (Rev.),  373.x 
Trklkvan,  Phyllys  ('.,  287 
'Trio  ixmng,  Mary  Ann,  277 
Trksskll,  Anthony,  331 
Mary,  330 

Trindkr,  Alice,  333 
Tryon  (Admiral),  182 
Tuckkr,  Aimee  (nee  Corderoy),  227 
Edith  Grace,  227 
Irene,  227 

Lucy  Margaret,  227 
W  M.  K.  (Lt.-Col  ,  R.A.M.C.),  227 
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l  ui.i.,  Annis,  231,  >32 
Henry,  73 
Jethro,  52 
Richard,  73 
Winifred,  32 
Turheville,  Agnes,  52A 
l’ain  (Sir),  32A 
Turnuuu.,  h'anny,  289 
Ida  Mary,  202 
W.  I\,  28 9 

Turn er,  Elizabeth,  181 

William  (Rt.  Worshipful  Dr  ),  33 
K.,  08 

Thomas,  18 1 
I  i’kni.v,  Elizabeth,  273 
Timothy,  273 
I  uttik,  Thomasinc,  3  3(1 
William,  33O 
Iwiddv,  Magdalen,  31 
I  WYNNiNii,  Elizabeth,  333 
1  yldeslky,  Thomas  (Sir),  27,  28,  20,  30 

I  yson,  Cameron  Moiu!k,  203 

Eaith  Jean  (ne'e  Holyman),  203 
Gregor  Monds,  203 
Keith,  203 
Robin  Monds,  203 

I I  i.i’H,  Family,  228 

Alice  (nee  Frank),  228 
Bernard,  228 
Ciceley,  228 
Robert,  228 
Unwin,  F.  11.,  170 
IJsshkk,  Richard,  282,  283 
Httekidoe,  Agnes,  23c) 

Valdez,  Jeanne,  172 
Varney,  Elizabeth,  273 
Vatcher,  Eliza  tonkin  (nee  Higgs),  286 
Henry,  280 
Vaux,  Elizabeth,  25J 

Nicholas  (died  1633),  298 
Robert  (of  Harelieid,  Co.  Middlesex),  231 
Verdun,  Elizabeth,  32A 
Margaret,  32 a 
Maud,  32A 
Theobald  (Lord),  32A 
V 1  all,  Madge,  113 

Robert  Bedford,  1  i  3 
Vicars,  Headley,  103 
Victoria  (Oueen),  108,  1  1  | 

Vinson,  Ada,  193 
Ada  Mary,  1  <>3 
Albert  (JR),  1 03 
Albert  Higgs  (Capt),  1*33,  222 
(Iladys,  1033 
Harold,  193 
Harry,  193 
Kathleen  Mary,  1  <33 
Lucy,  193 
Mary,  1  <33 

Nora  (nee  Williams),  193 
Susit‘,  193 
William,  193,  j <35 
William  (Mrs.  Rortrait),  198 
Voisi.y  or  (Yoysicy),  'Thomas  (Roy.),  67,  08,  6(3 
Valpe,  Gertrude  ( nee  Higgs-('ra\en),  323 


Wainu,  Helen  Ada,  113 
John,  113 

Wakelyn,  John,  30 
Wales  ('The  Prince  of),  108 
Walker,  Alfred,  127 
Elizabeth,  373A 
Elizabeth  (nee  Griffin),  373A 
Elizabeth  ( nee  Higgs),  3O3A 
Ethel  Marie,  127 
Helena  Griffin,  368,  372,  37  3a 
Henry,  373 A 
Horatio  Nelson,  127 
J.  R.  (Capt.),  127 
Jemima,  373A 
Jetnina  Griffin,  373A 
John  Griffin,  373 a 
John  Wesley,  373A 
Joseph  Griffin,  373A 
Laura,  37 3 a 
Lucretia,  373A 
Maria  Frances,  127 
Mary  (nee  Cole),  373A 
Mary  Ann,  127 

Mary  Ann  Curtis  (nee  Cullern),  373A 
Robert,  3 73 A 

Robert  (Mrs.,  nee  Wright),  373A 
Samuel,  373A 

Walter  (Rt.  Wor.  Dr  ),  33 
William,  373A 

Wai.klatk,  Emma  Louisa,  203 
John  W.,  203 
Wall,  Mary,  138 

Thomas,  138,  139 
Wallis,  John,  373 
Walpole,  Horace,  82 

Spencer  (Sir,  lv.C.B.),  277 
Walter,  Anne  (nee  Higgs),  313 
Walter  (or  Wallers),  Anne  (nee  Higgs),  31) 
Martha,  233 
Thomas,  233,  313 

Waltheoe  (Earl  of  Northumberland),  32.A 
Maud,  32A 

Wai.wyn,  Agnes,  32A 
Alice,  3<; 

Thomas,  39,  52A 
Wandeseord,  Alice,  323 
Christopher  (Sir),  323 
Ward,  Abraham,  3O3A,  367 

Ann  (nee  Barnett),  3O3A,  367 
Ann(c),  233,  23c),  3O7 
Betty,  173 

Catlierine  (nee  Local t),  3O7 
IClizabeth,  3O7 
Esther,  3O3A,  3O7 
Frank,  173 
George,  364 A,  367 
Henry,  3O3A,  3G7 
John,  233,  367 
Joseph,  367 

Mary  (nee  Bolton),  3b.p\,  3O7 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  331,  3<>|A,  3<'»C> 

Mary  (nee  Riant),  ](>y 
Matthew,  364 A,  3OO,  3^7 
Sarah,  3(17 
Seth  (Dr  ),  73 
Stephen,  367 
Thomas,  335,  367 
Thomas  Higgs,  303,  3G7 
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Ward,  William,  351,  304 a,  367 
William  Harnett,  364A,  367 
William  Higgs,  364A,  3(17 
Wardkr,  Mary,  307,  314 
Warner,  Ann,  35,  376,  390 
James,  34,  35,  376,  390 
Martha,  257 
Thomas,  389 
Warren,  Joshua,  35  • 

Warring,  Elizabeth,  283,  383 

Eliza  Frances  (nee  ('orderoy),  231 
John,  383 
Thomas,  383 
NVakton,  T.,  231 
Wastall,  Martin,  377 
Waters,  John,  344 
Watkins,  Martha,  274 
Watun,  John,  77,  79 
Watnky  (Messrs.!,  111 
Watson,  William  (Sir),  258 
Watts,  Elizabeth,  305,  317 
Isaac  (Dr.),  81,  258 
Waykrman,  John,  7 6 
Wayte,  Susan,  56 a 
William,  56A 

Webh,  Augusta  Turno,  342 
Bridget,  5  6a 
Eleanor,  273 
Giles,  56A 
John,  24 
Lucy,  24 
Samuel,  397 
William  (Sir),  24 
Wells,  Family,  81 
John,  81 

Mary,  72,  81,  268 
Philip,  81 
Richard,  81 
Robert,  81 
Thomas,  81,  234 

Wellshohrne,  Alis,  2,  3,  (>,  50,  36A 
h'rancis,  2,  3,  6,  50,  36A 
Wesley,  John  (Rev.),  83 
West,  Amy,  214 
Anne,  24 a,  333 

Frances  (nee  Seakes),  240,  234,  233 
John,  214,  254,  233 
Robert,  24 a 

Westcomhe,  Sarah  Eliza,  240 
Westcote,  Walter,  377 
Wkstm iCRi-AN i),  Jane,  232 
Robert,  232 
Weston,  Mary,  209 

Westren  (or  Western),  Augustin  (or  Austin), 
289 

Elizabeth  (nee  Skinner),  281) 

Trances,  289 
John,  281) 

Westwood,  Kathleen,  369 
Wharton;  Jeremiah,  24A,  380 
Katherine,  24A,  373,  386 
T.  IF,  222 

Whate  (or  Whkath),  \gnes,  2 3 < > ,  2(>(> 
Elizabeth,  232 
Samuel,  200 
William,  239,  260,  .»<><> 

Wheeler,  Henry,  336 
Whii.ler,  Elizabeth,  213 


Whistler,  Family,  11,  23(1 
Alice,  4 6a 
Ann,  236,  373,  38(1 
Edward,  1  1 

Eleanor,  8,  11,  23,  24,  24A,  30,  39,  41,  46A, 
36.A,  304,  303,  339,  349.  390 
Henry,  11 
Hugh,  1  1 
[ohan  de,  1 1 
John,  1 1 

Katherine,  24A,  383,  386 
Ralph,  1  1 ,  236 
Richard,  mi,  46A 
Robert,  386 
Thomas,  1  1 

William,  11,  24A,  383,  386 
White,  Ann,  88,  200,  201,  203,  203,  206,  2 53 
Hanna  ( ne'e  Higgs),  241) 

Jane,  314 
Joan,  303 
John,  249 
Louisa,  138 
Mary,  46A 
Mary  (A,  314 
Thomas  (Sir),  19,  46A,  47 
Thomas  (of  Newbury),  269 
William,  46A,  76,  88,  138,  131),  200 
Whitehead,  Thomas  (Rev.),  347 
Whit tchohse,  Fanny  Eliza,  373.A 
James,  373.A 
Mary  Elizabeth,  373A 
Whitei.oc  ke,  William,  |6 
Whitfield,  George,  82 

'Thomas  (living  1343),  333 
Whithorn,  John,  21)8 
Walter,  383 

Whitney,  Fleance  (or  Blanche),  49,  3-A 
James,  49.  5-A 
Whittington,  Elizabeth,  49 
John,  49 

Wi bourn,  Ralph  de,  190 
Wkkham-Jones,  T.  (Mr.  and  Mrs.),  313 
Mary  Lilian,  313 
Wu^ins,  Sisley,  213 
Widmer,  Katherine,  213 

Wilder  (or  Wyldek,  etc.),  Family,  11,  47.  S8. 
238 

Agnes,  11,  238 

Alice  (ne'e  Keats),  1  1 

Alice  (ne'e  Higgs),  330 

Eleanor,  11,  38,  238 

Elizabeth,  3N  93.  238,  380  (,u‘1'  ^*8KS) 

Gootlwife,  38 

Harry,  58 

John,  11,  43,  58.  93-  25N  38°'  38('>-  389 
Magdalen,  8,  11,  58,  238 
Nicholas,  8,  11,  38,  238 
Richard,  41,  330,  381) 

Thomas,  40,  46 
Wiles,  Alfred,  223 

Kate  Marian,  223 
Wilkins,  Frances  M.,  193 

WiLi.coi  K  (Mr.,  of  St  Veep,  Co.  (  ormvall),  279 
Willett,  Elizabeth  Olive,  342 
William  the  Conqueror,  52.A,  87 
William  IV,  163 

William  and  Mary  (King  and  Oueen  of 
England),  71,  1 33 
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Williams,  Annabellu,  367 

Emma  Orlaina,  183 
Gwendoline,  188 
Henry,  188 
Henry  Hanks,  188 
Jessie  Mary,  188 
Joan,  188 
John,  371 
Mary,  27 b,  >80 
(Mr.,  of  Mill  Hill  School),  193 
Nora,  193 
Rex,  1 88' 

Sarah,  371 
(Lord  Keeper),  207 
W  illis,  Alice  Mary,  395 
Elizabeth,  233,  233 
Francis  Thomas,  563 
Frank,  363 
Louisa  Martha,  363 
Mary  Hilton  (nee  Higgs),  363 
WlLLMOTT,  John,  331) 

W ii.i.soN,  Martha,  138 
Wilson,  Robert,  7b 
Thomas,  71 

W  iNCHCoMiii;,  Family  of  Bucklebury  and  That- 
chain,  56,  36A,  57,  3<>2 
Francis,  56,  37 
Henry,  33,  56,  56A,  37,  38 
John,  55.  57-  5‘) 

Martha,  37 
Mary,  36,  3<>a 
Winn,  'Thomas,  396 
Win  row,  Rebecca,  33b 
Richard,  33b 
Winsam,  William,  378 
Winsok,  Ellen  Grace,  201 
Winstonk,  William,  39b 
Wintkk,  John  (Rev.),  71,  7b 
W'inton,  Die,  Alice  Agatha  Gautley  (nee  Flings), 

Francis  (Sir),  323 
R.  S.  (Lt.-Col.,  D.S.O.),  324 
W'isi:,  George,  93,  213 
Mary,  (>3 
Sarah,  213 

Wiskard,  C  laire,  188 
Elizabeth,  188 
Gladys,  188 
John,  188 
Joyce,  188 
Reginald,  188 
Wire  iiliK,  Elizabeth,  238 
WTtwortii  (Mrs.),  78,  103 
Woi.lascot,  Family  of  Wollascot,  3b,  3bA,  3f>2 
Family  of  Woolhampton,  3b,  36A,  3(12 
Family  of  Shalford,  3b,  3(12 


Wollascot,  Family  of  Shinfield,  36,  3(>a,  36 
Anna  (or  Anne),  23A,  30,  5b,  -jbA,  338 
Catherine,  5b 
Dorothy,  5bA 

Elizabeth  ( nee  Sturrey),  3bA,  3(0 
Edward,  50,  36,  3bA,  338,  361 
Jane,  5CM 
Margeria,  $b.\ 

Martin  (of  I  hatcham),  3!) 

Mary',  5<)A 
Susan,  3bA 
Thomas,  5b 

*  William,  5b,  5bA,  3(0,  392 
Wood  (Bishop),  2b 
Charlotte,  315 
Susannah  jane,  2b.j,  2C>3 
Wooduridgic,  Benjamin  (Rev.),  7b 
Mary  (Mrs.),  7b 
Woodford,  Heighes,  33b 
W’oodkokI'K,  Basely,  307 
Mary,  307 

Woodward,  William,  72 
Woolkv,  Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  313 
William,  313 

Wooi.isoN  H.  H.  (Major),  165,  j  f>8 
Wright,  John,  249 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  2411 
(Mrs.),  344 

(Mrs.  Robert  Walker),  37  3A 
W’yat,  Mary,  2(17 
William,  207 

Yard,  Rebecca,  333 
Yarrow  &  Co.  (Glasgow),  183 
Vatic  (Yatks  or  A' ica l  ies),  Isadore,  393 
John,  3<>a 
Margaret,  5b a 
Richard,  333 

York  (Duke  of),  (>3,  312 
Young,  Agnes  (nee  Bullok  or  Bullock),  3*13 
Anne  (Lady),  391,  3^3 
Humphrey,  391,  393 
Issida,  3bo,  391,  34^3 
Izadore  (nee  Yates),  3(10,  391,  393 
Jane,  360,  391,  393 
Katherine  (nee  Barker),  393 
Maria  (nee  Higgs),  31  »b 
Martha  Malyn,  99 
Mary,  3bo,  391,  393 
Richard,  99 

Roger,  3 bo,  378,  391,  393 
Thomas,  393 

William  (Sir),  3(10,  391,  393 
William,  3(16,  393 
Yu  Lie,  G  IT,  277 
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INDEX  TO  ALL  NAMES  IN  CHAPTER  XXI 

the  HIGGSES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  WITH  1HEIR 

ALLIANCES  BY  MARRIAGE 


Adkins,  Catherine,  423 
A i. BRIGHTON,  Elizabeth,  423 
Francis,  425 
George,  423 

Allen,  Susan  Emily  (nee  Bryan),  420 
Whitinel  (Mr.),  420 
Andrews,  Family,  413 
(Mr,),  417 

Arrington,  Alfred  W.,  448 
Annie  Blount,  448 
Bart.  Moore,  448 
Cora  Lee,  448 
Hallie  B.,  448 
Kate  Gregory,  448 
Mary  [nee  Hope),  448 
Mary  Cornelia,  448 
Minnie  (nee  Bell),  448 
'Caul  Nicholson,  448 
Sallie  (nee  Brittle),  |  )8 
Atkinson,  Joel,  418 

Barksdale,  Anna,  422 

Elizabeth  (nee  Bittman),  422 
Joseph,  422 
Randolph,  422 
Barnes,  Family,  413 

Judath  (nee  Higgs),  |i<> 

Richard  IF,  1 1  (> 

Barton,  Griffith,  1 1  | 

Mary,  414 
Biuaim.t,  Jean,  432 
Biggs  (Mr.),  417 
Bishop,  llardyman,  418 
John,  417 

Sarah  (1790),  4  1  < j,  1 1  7,  418,  ,|H),  420,  |  -  • , 
422,  423,  430 
William,  417 

Blow,  Dorcas  (nee  Marsters),  447 
Mary  Dorcas,  447 
William  (Dr.),  447 
Bolton,  Charles  Knowles  (Dr.),  431 
Brown,  Annie  Madeline  (nee  Higgs),  131,  43- 
Annie  Madeline  Higgs,  431,  )3-  (Boitiait) 
Jesse  W.,  431,  43-2 
John,  437 
Martha  Jane,  432 
Bryan,  Alice  A.,  420 
Anne  Stuart,  448 
Betty  Joyce,  440 
Delia  Dancy  (nee  Higgs),  448 
1  )el la  Maud,  448 
Dempsey  1 ’aimer,  1 4 « > 


Bryan,  Dora  A.,  420 

Edward  la  Rom,  440 

Elva  Leigh,  449 

Emily  Louise,  420 

Emily  Stuart,  449 

Gatewood  (nee  lomblin),  449 

George  Sidney,  449 

Herbert  1C.,  4 19 

1  littie  Lee,  420 

John  R  ,  448 

John  Wilber,  448 

Joseph,  419,  4-° 

Joseph  Maud,  449 

Joseph  Walter,  410 

Kelley  Ferrell,  448 

I  .evi  Wade,  448 

Lila  Gray,  448 

Louis  A.,  448 

Louis  Bittman,  449 

Mary  (nee  Chitlin),  448 

Mary  Adeline,  449 

Mary  James,  420 

Mary  Louise  (nee  Higgs),  419 

Mattie  Irma,  448 

Maud,  420 

Oliver  1C.,  419 

Rosa  (nee  Wayne),  448 

Shirley  Madara,  448 

Susan  Emily,  420 

Wayne  Clynton,  448 

Willie  D.,  419 

Butts,  Etta  (nee  Whitehead),  421 

Capps,  T.  J  ,  4-4-1 
Carson,  Eula  IF,  444 
John  James,  444 

Caswell,  Gorotha  (nee  McElvaiu),  144 
Jane  Eliza,  444 
Mary  (nee  McElvain),  444 
Richard,  444 
Sarah  (nee  Lytle),  444 
William  (Brig. -Gen.),  444 
William  Richard,  444 
Cherry,  Rosa  (nee  Whitehead),  421 
Clark(e),  Frances,  439 
John  Blumer,  434 
Cleveland  (Bresident),  431 
Condrey,  James  1C.,  420 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  j2o 
Conway,  Winifred,  423 
Cooper,  George  Frank  (Dr.),  439 
Jake  (nee  Whitehead),  421 
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Cotton,  Family,  .415 
Godwin,  417 
Jesse,  417 
Jesse  (ii),  417 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  416,  417 
Crockett,  Sidney  Scales  (Mrs.),  451 
Crowell  (alias  Ckomwki.i.),  Martin,  420 
Mary,  420 

Crozier,  William  Armstrong  (F.R.S.,  F.G.S.A.), 
4L=> 

C'urkin,  Annie  Lou  (nee  Randolph),  420 
Eugene  G.,  420 

Davies,  Dorothy,  432 
Davis,  A.  M  (Col.),  451 
Jefferson,  44 
Kate  T  ,  431 
I ) ic NT,  Betsey,  451 
(Mr.),  431 

Dickens  Family,  4  >(> 

Ann,  428 
Benjamin,  428 
Susannah,  428 
William,  428 

Dickinson,  Nancy,  450,  432 
Dickson,  Sadie,  427  (Portrait),  4 29 
Dunhak,  Fva,  44O 

Duncan,  Annie  Geneva  (nee  Higgs),  427,  42(1 
Herman  Henry,  427,  429 
Mary  Ann,  420 
Richard  Higgs,  420 

Fames,  Anne,  413 
Elizabeth,  413 

Edson,  Lua  Belle  (ne'e  Higgs),  434 
Robert  R.,  454 

Elijnoton,  Branch  Henry,  434 
John,  434 

Martha  Thomas,  434 

Mary  Scott  (nee  Walton),  434 

William,  434 

Emmekson,  Clementine,  414 
Hannah,  414 
John,  414 

Ensign,  Elizabeth,  413 
Thomas,  413 

Ecus,  Richard  (C.S.C.),  419 
Everett,  Marguerite  Annie  (nee  Higgs),  42*1, 
43o.  43 1 

W.  Robert,  429,  430 

Fielding  (Feilden  or  Felden),  Family,  424 
Ambrose,  423,  424 
A11 11(e),  423,  424 
Catherine  (nee  Adkins),  423 
Edward,  423,  424 
1 1  annuli,  4  1 9,  42  3,  424 

Henry  (living  1480,  near  Blackburn,  ling- 
land),  424 
Richard,  424 

Robert  (or  Roger)  (Rev.),  423,  424 
Robert  (Dr.),  424 
Winifred  (nee  Conway),  423 
Fisher,  Sarah  452 
Fryer,  Margaret  (nee  Fielding),  424 
Walter,  424 


Gatlin,  Mary,  448 

Goodson,  Hortense  (nee  Higgs),  427,  420 
Joseph  Higgs,  420 
Philip  Lorenzo,  427,  42c) 

Philip  Lorenzo  (ii),  429 
William  Stuart,  429 
Gregory,  Charles  (Dr),  420 

Emily  Louise  ( nee  Bryan),  420 
Joe,  414 

Grey,  Eliza,  421 
Griefin,  L.  C.,  421 

Sadie  (nee  Whitehead),  |  2  1 
Griffith,  Ann  Higgs,  421 
H.  N„  421 

Virginia  (nee  Higgs),  421 
Griggs  (Mr  ,  ol  the  S.S.  “  Recovery  '),  419 
Griner,  Elsie  (nee  lliggs),  417 
Grundy,  Felix,  444 

Jane  Eliza  (nee  Caswell),  444 
John  R.,  444 
Mary  Eliza,  444 
Gwin,  Elizabeth,  42} 

(Mr,,  of  Horton),  424 

Haddocks,  Sallie  Gold,  44(4 
Hadley,  George  Forbes,  434,  436 

Martha  Emily  (nee  Moye),  434,  436  (Por¬ 
trait) 

Hall,  B.  F„  431 

Frank  P.  (Judge),  431 
Harding,  Jarvis,  447 

Mary  (nee  Higgs),  447 
Harrell,  Family,  413 
Jacob,  417,  423 
John,  4  id,  432 
Joseph.  416 

Judath,  416,  417,  430,  432 
Lucy,  416 

Samuel  (of  Kent,  England,  and  Virginia, 
1 663),  4 1  (> 

Solomon,  41(1 
Harrington  (Mr  ),  448 
Helen  (nee  Pope),  448 
Harwell,  John  IL,  423 
Haltenstel,  Victoria,  420 
Hawkins,  Cora  Lee  (nee  Arrington);,  448 
Dallas,  448 

Delia  ( nee  Martin),  4311 

John,  439 

John  Davis,  439 

Lucy  Clark,  439 

Mary  Ann  (nee  White),  439 

Philemon  (Col.,  1717  1801),  439 

William  J  (Dr.),  439 

William  (Governor,  of  North  Carolina),  439 
Hayes,  Judath  (1800),  416,  417 
IIigges  (or  Higgs),  Aaron  (of.  Talbot  County, 
Maryland),  414,  4x5 

Abraham  (of  Bertie  County,  N.  Carolina), 
4 >5-  4l(> 

Abraham  (of  Washington,  Georgia,  1793), 
410 

Adeline  Frances  (nee  Pittman),  423,  423, 

4-L  434.  447.  44'T  44'» 

Alfred  (of  Martin,  lennessee),  134 
Alfred  Charles  Olliver,  434 
Allan  Pittman  Sherwood,  439 
Alvania  (nee  Moore),  42O 
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H icons  (or  Higgs),  Andrew  (of  Maryland),  414 
Anna  Lacy,  451 
Anne,  413 

Annie  Felecia  (nee  Shields),  429,  430,  431 

Annie  Geneva,  427  (Portrait),  429 

Annie  Madeline,  431,  432 

Avilla  (nee  Wallace),  447 

Belle  Jordan,  434 

Bertha  Elizabeth,  454 

Betty  (wife  of  John  and  nee  Higgs,  1  7B7,  of 
Bertie  County,  North  Carolina),  416 
Betsy,  431 

B.  F.,  of  Martin,  Tennessee,  451 
(  harles  (of  Montpelier,  \  t  ),  434 
Charles,  432 
Charles  (Rev.),  432 

Christopher  (of  l  albot  County,  Maryland), 
HE  -D5 

Clarence  (of  Memphis,  Tennessee),  421,  431 
Clarence  J.  N.  (son  of  Major  John  Allen), 
-45-2 

Clement  (of  Maryland),  414,  413 
Delilah  (nee  Moore,  1782),  416,  417,  432 
Della  Dancy,  448 

Dempsey  Pittman,  7th  son  of  Jacob  (ii),  448 
Dempsey  Pittman  McDaniel,  447 
Edith  Florence,  454 

Edward  Benjamin,  428,  429  (Portraits), 

430,  431 

Elinor  (1630),  41(1 
Elisha,  416 

Elisha  (of  Georgia),  417 
Eliza  J.,  421,  431 

Elizabeth  (of  Whistow,  Co.  Cornwall,  Eng- 
land),  433 

Elizabeth,  429,  430,  431 
Elizabeth  (dan.  of  George  of  Indiana),  432 
Elizabeth  (u  ile  of  John  and  nee  1  liggs,  1  787), 
410 

Elizabeth  (dan.  of  Joseph  Benjamin),  447 

Elizabeth  (nee  Pippin),  419 

Elizabeth  Moore,  131,  432 

Ella,  451 

Elsie,  (i  7 

Emily,  420 

Emily  Gertrude,  4  4 ( >  (Portrait),  447 
Emily  Pittman,  431 
Ethel  Maud,  434 
Eva  (nee  Olliver),  434 

Family  of  Cheltenham,  Gloucestershire, 
England,  293  3 17,  334,  333.  314.  1-3 
Family  of  Colesbourne,  Gloucestershire, 
England,  318  324,  4  14,  413,  423 
Family  of  Horton,  Gloucestershire,  England, 

33°.  33C  33C  333.  4-3 
Einetta  (nee  Staton),  421 
Frances  Lacey,  431 
Prances  Sherwood,  439 
Francis,  4  1 3 
Francis  Lee,  431 
George  (of  Indiana),  431,  432 
George  Andrew  (J.P.),  |  20,  437,  438 
(Tiles  (of  Talbot  County,  Maryland,  living 
1678),  413 

Hannah  ( nee  Hatton),  432 
Harriet  Icli/.a  421 
Harriet  Willie,  420 
Helene,  427,  129 


Higgks  (or  Higgs),  Henry  (of  Ann  Arundel 
County,  Maryland),  (living  1790),  415 
Henry  (of  Cecil  County,  Maryland,  d. 
ib93),  414,  413 

Henry  (of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucestershire, 
England),  302,  31 1,  414 
Henry  Joseph,  433 
Henry  Thomas,  434 
Herman  C.  (of  Indianapolis),  432 
Homer  (of  Memphis,  Tennessee),  421 
Homer  Lee  (of  Memphis,  Tennessee),  j 3 1 
Uortense,  427,  429 

Jacob  (d.  1816),  41(1,  417,  419,  420,  421, 
1--,  -f-3.  430 

Jacob  (ii),  418,  421,  423,  423,  ( 2<>,  43|,  447, 
448,  449,  430 
Jacob  (iii),  447 

Jacob  Wilson,  427  (Portrait),  429,  431 
James  (of  Newnham,  County  Northampton, 
England),  433 
James  (of  N.C.),  417 
James  (of  Utica),  434 

James  Allan  (of  Raleigh,  N.C.),  424,  434, 
437  (Portrait),  438,  439,  441,  444.  443, 
446.  447.  444,  43° 

James  Allan  (ii)  (D.S.C.),  434,  438,  439,  441 
(Portrait),  442  (Portrait),  443,  444 
James  Henry,  420 
James  Martin,  420 

James  Sherwood  (called  Sherwood),  439,  440 
( I  ’ortrait) 

Janet,  416 
Jasper,  417 
Jennie,  447 

Jessamine  Mary,  414,  443  (Portrait) 

Jesse,  454 

John  (of  Cheltenham,  Co.  Gloucestershire, 
England,  b.  1381),  4 14 
John  (of  Sulhampstend,  Co.  Berks,  England), 
-H  3 

John  (of  Surry  County,  Virginia,  1(130), 

-H3,  -HE  1 1 3.  EC  -4-3.  43-i 
John  (of  Talbot  County,  Maryland,  1(178), 

4  1 3 

John  (of  Clarendon  County,  S.  Carolina), 
4  1 3 

John  (of  Connecticut,  1790),  413 
John  (son  of  Abraham),  41(1 
John  (son  of  John  and  Judath),  432 
John  (ii)  (of  Bertie  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina),  4  lb,  417,  4  30 
John  (son  of  ('apt.  William  Higgs),  41(1 
John  (of  Horton,  Co.  Gloucestershire, 
England),  423 

John  (son  of  Xachariah),  450,  451,  452 
John  (son  of  John  and  Nancy),  431 
John  (son  of  William  of  Indiana),  451 
John  Allen  (Major,  of  Tennessee),  432 
John  Andrew  Jackson  (of  Washington 
State),  431 
John  F.,  432 
John  Milton,  431,  432 
John  Ouincey,  447 
J olmston,  4  1  (>,  4  1  7 
Jonathan,  430 

Joseph  (son  of  Jacob),  418,  |2o,  421,  423 
Joseph  Benjamin  (3U1  son  of  Jacob  ii),  447 
Joseph  Benjamin  (ii),  447 
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Hicgks  (or  Higgs),  Joseph  Benjamin  (iii),  447 
Joseph  Inkerman,  453 
Joseph  Sidney,  420,  431 
J.  T.  (of  Georgia),  417 
Juda  (or  Judy),  418,  422 
Judath  (nee  Harrell),  416,  417,  450,  452 
Judath  (nee  Hayes,  t8oo),  41b 
Judath  (dan.  of  Jacob),  422 
Kate  (nee  l’entuath),  453 
Kate  T.  (nee  Davis),  431 
Kenelm,  413 
Laura  (nee  Sorrell),  447 
Laura,  447 

Lelia  Shields,  42c),  430,  431 
Lena,  454 
Leonard,  430 

Lewis  (of  Horton,  C'o.  Gloucestershire, 
England),  423 
Lloyd  Jackson,  441 
Lua  Belle,  434 

Lucy  (  lark  (nee  Hawkins),  430 
Lucy  Hawkins,  430 
Madelaine  Whitmore,  420,  430,  431 
MaDoria,  432 

Marguerite  Annie,  429,  430  (Portrait),  431 
Mary  (dan.  and  co-heir  of  Griffith  Barton, 
Gent.,  of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  England), 
4 1  4 

Mary  (dau.  of  Joseph  Benjamin  Hig  K-s),  447 

Mary  (nee  Crowell,  alias  Cromwell),  420 

Mary  (nee  Pope),  420 

Mary  Clare  (nee  Marbury),  443 

Mary  Dorcas  ( nee  Blow),  447 

Mary  Dorcas  Harding,  447 

Mary  Indiana,  420 

Mary  Janes,  448 

Mary  Louise,  410 

Mary  Louise  (dau.  of  Charles),  434 
Mary  L.,  432 
.Mary  M.,  416 

Martha  Adeline,  413,  417,  441,  443  (Por¬ 
trait),  449  (Mattie  A.) 

Martha  (Pattie)  Washington  (nee  Sherwood), 
484-  43*  (Portrait),  439,  44  L  444-  448. 
44b 

Matilda,  417 

Melinda  (nee  Irwin),  431,  432 
Mildred,  434 

Millie  (nee  Moore),  41b,  432 
Nancy,  431 

Nancy  (nee  Pittman),  4 19,  420 
Nancy  (nee  Dickinson),  430,  431,  432 
Nicholas  (of  South  Stoke,  Oxon,  England), 
414 

Olive  Caroline,  434 
Pamelia,  418 
Patsy,  41b 
Polly,  419.  4-- 

Polly  (dau.  of  John  and  Nancy),  431 
Priscilla,  41b 

P.  Jackson  (of  New  York),  433 
Rachel,  4  13 
Rachel,  434 
Rebecca,  4  1 5 

Reuben  (of  Bertie  County,  N.C.),  413,  41b, 
4G 

Reuben  (son  of  Jacob),  418,  421,  423,  450, 
45  ‘ 


Hi  goes  (or  Higgs),  Reuben  (son  of  John),  41b 
Robert,  417 

Robert  (of  Horton,  Co.  Gloucestershire, 
England),  423 
Ruth,  454 

Sadie  (nee  Dickson),  427,  421) 

Sally,  418 

Sally  Bishop,  420 

Sally  H.  (nee  McDaniel),  447 

Samuel,  41b 

Samuel  (son  of  Joseph),  421 
Samuel  (son  of  George  and  Sarah  ol 
Indiana),  432 

Samuel  Nicholas  (R.N.,  of  Lanlivery,  Co. 

Cornwall,  England),  433 
Sarah  (wife  of  James  of  Newnham,  C  o. 

Northamptonshire,  England),  434 
Sarah  (dau.  of  Christopher  of  Maryland), 

4  1 5 

Sarah  (nee  Bishop,  1790),  41b,  417,  418, 

419.  42°.  d21-  t22-  4 ~3 
Sarah  (nee  lusher),  432 
Sarah  (nee  Harrell),  4 1  (> 

Sarah  (nee  Kitrell),  430 
Sarah  Emily,  448 
Sarah  Lacey,  431 
Sarah  McDaniel,  444 
Sherwood,  439,  440  (Portrait) 

Southerland,  431 
Stephen  (of  Indiana),  431 
Susan  Novella,  432,  434 
Susannah  (nee  Reynolds),  434 
Sylvestra,  417 
Theophilus,  41b 

Thomas  (of  Colesbourne,  C  o.  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  England),  414 

Thomas  (of  Halford,  Co.  Shropshire,  Eng¬ 
land),  413 

Thomas  (of  Higher  Pennant,  Lanlivery,  Co 
Cornwall),  454 

Thomas  (of  Prince  George  County,  South 
Carolina),  413 

Thomas  (of  Talbot  (  ounty,  Maryland),  4  1  -4 • 
4  1 5 

Thomas  (of  Utah),  434 
Thomas  (of  Utica,  NA  .),  454 
Thomas  Jefferson,  451 
Thurman,  452 

T.  E.  W.  (son  of  Major  John  Allen),  452 
Uriah,  454 

Vance  J.  (of  St.  Louis,  Missouri),  451 
Wilfred  Henry,  454 

William  (of  Colesbourne,  Co.  Gloucester¬ 
shire,  England),  414 

William  (of  Whistow,  Co.  Cornwall,  Eng¬ 
land),  453 

William  (Sheriff  of  London,  England),  453 
William  (Captain,  of  Bertie  County,  N.C., 

living  179*).  4  l(>-  4  1  7 
William  (son  of  Capt.  William),  41b 
William  (son  of  George  of  Indiana),  452 
William  (son  of  John  and  Judath),  452 
William  (son  of  John  and  Nancy),  451 
William  (of  Georgia),  417,  4.5 1 
William  (of  Utica,  N.Y.),  454 
William  Allen  (of  Tennessee),  452 
William  Anne  (nee  Savage),  42b  (Portrait), 
{28,  429,  43 L  434 
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Higges  (or  Higgs),  William  Miller,  413 
William  M(oorc),  452 

Willie  (son  of  Jacob),  418,  41*),  420,  423 
Willie  Jones  (or  Wiley),  42b  (Portrait),  428, 
429,  431,  43-b  -134-  435 
Whitmel,  417 

Zachariah  (of  North  Carolina,  before  17^4),. 

4  >5.  4|().  45°.  45- 
Higgs  &  Pittman,  437 
Hiix,  Louisa,  447 

Whitmel  (The  Hon  ),  447 
Hilt,  John,  451 
Hobson,  Thomas,  423 
Holland,  George,  431,  13- 
John,  416,  45- 
Surah  (nee  Higgs),  41b,  432 
Hollingsworth,  Sallie,  431 
Housk,  Irene  (nee  Whitehead),  |2i 
K.  1).,  421 
Thomas,  41b 
Hughks,  Martha,  434 
Robert,  434 

Iredell,  Ann,  447 
James,  447 
James  (ii),  447 
Laura  (nee  Higgs),  447 
Martha,  447 

Irwin,  Melinda,  431,  (5- 
Jackson  (General),  411 

Jarvis  (Mr.,  of  the  S.S.  “  Recovery  ),  4ll> 
Jeannotte,  Albert,  434 
J  eggitts,  Ann,  42O 

Elizabeth  (nee  Lewis),  42(1 
John,  42(1 
Martha  Lee,  42b 
William,  42(1 

Jenkins,  Eliza  Stuart,  449 
John,  432 
John  Robert,  44b 
Lucille  Higgs  (nee  Wayne),  449 
Johnston,  Allan  R.,  (31 

Mildred  (nee  Higgs),  431 
Polly  (nee  Higgs),  451 
Willis,  431 

Jones,  Abigail,  423,  423,  42b 
Albrighton,  42b 

Elizabeth  (nee  Albrighton),  423 
hereby  Phillips,  42b 
Frederick,  42b 
James,  425,  42b 
John,  42b 
Matthew,  423,  42b 
Sarah,  423 
Joyner,  Eli,  418 

William  J.  (Colonel),  428,  439 

Kendrick,  Ann,  439 
Asalicl  (Hr.),  439 
Lucy  Hawkins  (nee  Higgs),  439 
Nathaniel  Cooper,  439 
Ryland  C.,  439 
Thomas  Ryland,  439 
Kingsbury,  Theodore  (Rev.),  434 
Kirkpatrick,  Helene  (nee  Higgs),  427,  4 
James  Eugene,  429 
Sarah  Helene,  429 


Kitrell,  Jonathan,  450 
Sarah,  450 

Laughinghouse,  Emily  Bryan,  449 

Emily  Margaret  (nee  Wayne),  449 
John  Armistead,  449 
Lydia  Idizabeth,  449 
Lawrence,  Ethel  (nee  Pittman),  419 
Lizzie,  421 

T.  1).,  419 

Lee,  John  (Capt.),  434 
(General),  437 
Martha,  434 
Lewis,  Elizabeth,  42b 
Lytle,  James  (General),  444 
Sarah,  444 

Manning,  Anna  (nee  Whitehead),  421 
W.  T„  421 

Marbury,  Eula  B.  (nee  t  arson),  4  4 4 
John  Grundy,  444 
Mary  Clare,  443.  444 
Mary  Eliza  (nee  Grundy),  444 
Phillip  H.,  444 
Martin,  Delia,  439 
Mayo,  Nathan,  418,  419 
Maude,  421 

McElwain  (or  Llvain),  Gorothu,  444 
Mary,  444 
Me  Keen,  Jane,  4  14 
McMillan  (Mr.),  419.  4-- 

1  ’oily  (nee  Higgs),  419,  4-- 
Millek,  J  L.  (Dr.),  4^5 
Moore,  Alvania,  42b 

Delilah,  41b,  417,  45- 
llelen,  448 
Marcellus,  448 
Mary  Bruce,  448 
Millie,  41b,  452 
Patsy,  41b 

Sarah  Emily  (nee  Higgs),  448 
William,  448 
William  Wallace,  448 

Morris,  Annie  Pittman  (nee  Williams),  420 
(Mr.),  420 
Moye,  Family,  432 
A  D.  (Mr.),  432 
Dorothy  (nee  Davis),  432 
George  (Capt.),  432 

Jacob  Edwin  Higgs,  43-  ,,,  t  ... 

Jesse  Rountree,  432,  434.  435  (ioitwut), 

4  fb 

Jesse  Rountree  (2nd  dau.  of  Jesse  Rountree 
Moye),  432,  435  (Portrait) 

John,  432 

Joseph  Sidney,  432,  435  (Portrait) 

Martha  Emily,  434-  43(>  (l’ortrait) 

Martha  Jane  (nee  Brown),  432 
Novella  Higgs,  432,  43(1  (Portrait) 

Susan  Novella  (nee  Higgs),  432,  434.  435 
(Portrait),  43b 
Moyne,  i.e,  Family,  432 
Jacques,  43- 
Jeanc  Baptiste,  432 
Pierre  D’Iberville,  432 
Murphy,  Bruce,  448 
Elizabeth,  448 
James  Dixon  (Judge),  448 
Marcellus  Dixon,  448 
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Muki'HY,  Mary  Bruce  (nee  Moure),  448 
Wilson  Wallace,  448 

Nelson,  George  Churchill,  448 

Hallie  B.  {nee  Arrington),  418 
Norfleet,  Family,  415 
Caroline,  417 
James,  417 
Marmadukc,  431 
Norton,  Charlotte,  446 

Palatine  (Lord  Karl),  413 
Peehles,  John  William,  421 

Loula  Deans  ( ne'e  Warren),  421 
Pender,  Sarah  {nee  Whitehead),  421 
William,  421 
Pentijath,  Kate,  453 
Perkins,  Frank  Stuart,  148 
Helen  {nee  Moore),  448 
James,  448 
James  (li),  448 
William  Moore,  448 
Phillips,  John  T.,  421 

Lillie  Lee  ( ne'e  Warren),  421 
Pierce,  Annie  Blount  {nee  Arrington),  448 
Clarence,  448 

Pitman  (or  Pittman),  Abigail  ( nee  Jones),  423 
Adeline  Frances,  423,  425,  42b,  434,  447, 
448,  449 

Ambrose,  419,  422,  423 
Amelia  Florence,  422 
Annie  {nee  Biggs),  422 
Annie  Louise,  422 
Arthur,  419 
Betsy  Whitmore,  422 
Boaz,  420 
Dempsey,  422,  423 
Klija,  419 

Llisha,  419,  4-2L  4 LI 

Elizabeth,  422,  423 

Ethel,  419 

Frank  Shields,  422 

Hannah  {nee  Fielding),  419,  423 

Henry  W.,  422 

Ida  {nee  Sheppard),  422 

James  Allen,  422 

James  Laertes,  422 

John,  419,  420 

Joseph  Whitehead,  422 

Kitchen,  420 

Laertes  Morgan,  422 

Laertes  Morgan  (ii),  422 

Lelia  F.  ( nee  Shields),  422 

Mary  Ann  (nee  Streetor),  423 

Nancy,  419,  420 

Rebecca  (nee  Vinson),  422 

Koseanna,  420 

kosina  Whitehead,  422 

Sheppard,  422 

Spier,  420 

Thomas  (Capt  ),  419 
Thomas,  419.  3 -Lb  4-4 
Wiley,  420 
William,  419 

Pippin,  Elizabeth  S.,  419 

Joseph,  419  -*■ 

Plowden,  Anne,  413 
Edmund  (Sir),  413 


Plowden,  Francis,  413 
Pocahontas,  419 
Pope,  Alma  (nee  Turner),  |  |8 
Annie  (nee  Futrell),  4 4 8 
Benjamin  Augustine,  4  48 
Benjamin  A.,  448 
B.  1C.,  421 
Carl,  448 
Harry,  448 
Helen,  448 
Henry  (1  lal),  448 
llittie  Lee  (nee  Bryan),  420 
Ida  (nee  Whitehead),  421 
John,  448 
John  J.,  420 
John  Turner  (Dr.),  448 
John  Turner  (ii),  4  |8 
Martin,  420 
Mary,  420 

Powell,  Eaton,  420 
Emmet,  420 

Harriet  Willie  (nee  Higgs),  420 
Mary  James  (nee  Bryan),  420 
Pritchard,  Loula,  421 

Randolph,  Alice  (nee  Bryan),  420 
Annie  Lou,  420 
Annie  (nee  Howell),  420 
Joseph  Cary,  420 
Paul  Van,  420 

Victoria  (tide  Haltenstel),  420 
Reed,  Barbara  Ann,  454 
Howard,  434 
Lena  (nee  Higgs),  434 
Riddick,  Gertrude  (nee  Whitehead),  421 
J.  C.,  421 

Ridley,  National,  42b 
Rou  e,  Pocahontas,  419 

Thomas  (son  of  Pocahontas),  4 19 
Ro un trice,  Jesse,  432 

Rouse,  Emily  Pittman  (nee  Higgs),  431,  433 
B.  T„  431,  433 
Rutland,  Family,  413 
John,  41b 

Priscilla  (nee  Higgs),  416 

Savage,  Joseph,  42b 
Martha  Lee,  42b 
William,  42b 

William  Anne,  42b,  428,  431,  434 
Susannah  (nee  Dickens),  428 
Scarhoro,  Amelia,  431 
Sherwood,  Augustine  Lee,  434 
Bailor  Richardson,  434 
Claudius,  434 
Isaac,  434 

Martha  (nee  Lee),  434 

Martha  (Pattie)  Washington,  434,  438,  439, 
44 1 

Shields,  Annie  Felecia,  429,  430,  431 
Charles,  43  1 

Felecia  ( nee  Young),  431 
James  G.,  431 
Katherine  1.,  421 
Margaret  A.  (nee  Whitmore),  431 
Mary  (nee  Crowell,  alias  Cromwell),  420 
Simmons,  Charles,  420 
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Skinnkr,  Emily  Pittman  (nee  Higgs),  43 1 ,  433 
( 1  ’ortrait) 

Jacob  Edward,  431,  433  (Portrait) 

Sidney  Higgs,  431,  433  (Portrait) 

Theodore  Warrington,  431,  433  (Portrait) 
Theodore  Warrington  (ii),  431,  433  (Por¬ 
trait) 

Smith,  Benjamin  Gordon,  447 

Emily  Gertrude  (nee  Higgs),  447 
Gilbert  Elliott,  447 
Gilbert  Elliott  (ii),  447 
jessamine  Higgs,  j  1 7 
Louise  (nee  Hill),  447 
Pattie  Sherwood,  4  17 
Peter,  447 
William  U.,  418 
Staton,  Finetta,  421 
Silphkns,  Pamela  Higgs,  417 
Stowk,  William,  434 

(Mrs.,  nee  Higgs),  454 
Stkkktor,  .Mary  Ann,  423 
Sudai.l,  Warner,  414 

'Taylor,  Jeremiah  Franklin,  421 

Kate  Gregory  (nee  Arrington),  448 
Loula  (nee  Pritchard),  j 2  1 
.Margaret,  421 

Margaret  Ann  (nee  Higgs),  j2i 

Oscar  K.,  448 

Seth,  421 

Seth  Clark,  421 

Virginia,  421 

Thompson,  A.  (Mr.),  431 

Nancy  (nee  Dickinson),  431 
Thornton,  Louis  Barton,  431 

Madelame  Whitmore  (nee  Higgs),  431 
William  (Dr.),  431 

Tilllry,  Mary  Cornelia  (nee  Arrington),  4 4 B 
Paul,  448 

Tomuhn,  ( hale  wood,  4  j.9 
Tuckkr,  Dora,  421 
Turnkr,  Alma,  j.)S 
'Tyson,  Mary,  J47 
Preston,  447 

Vanck,  Annie  L.  (nee  Pittman),  j 2 2 
Annie  Kosina,  422 
Edith  (nee  Hunt),  422 
Joseph  Addison  422 
Joseph  Addison  (ii),  422 
Kemp  Pittman,  422 
Vaughan,  William,  418 
Vinson,  Rebecca,  422 

Wallack,  Avilla,  447 
Walt  kk,  Charlotte  (nee  Norton),  44b 
Eva  (nee  Dunbar),  44(1 
Henry  Casper,  443 
Henry  Casper  (ii),  44b 
James  Sherwood,  44(1 
Jessamine  May  (nee  Higgs),  443 
John  Harold,  44b 
Walton,  George,  134 

Martha  (nee  Hughes),  4.34 
Mary  Scott,  43.J 
Mary  (nee  Womack),  434 
Robert,  434 
William  Scott,  434 
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Waring,  Thomas,  419 

Warkhn,  Alvarna  Thomas  (nee  Higgs),  421 
Charles  Benjamin,  421 
Dora  (nee  Tucker),  421 
James  Norlieet,  421 
James  Rodman,  421 
John  Robert,  421 
Joseph  Lawrence,  421 
Lillie  Lee,  421 
Loula  Deans,  421 
Martha  Selma,  421 
Maude  (nee  Mayo),  421 
Williamson,  421 
Watson,  N:  M  (Rev.),  432 
Waynk,  Arthur  Stuart  Bryan,  4  p> 
Edward,  449 
Emily  Margaret,  449 
Emily  Stuart  (nee  Bryan),  4  |9 
Mildred  Dancy,  J49 
Lucille  Higgs,  449 
Lula  Della,  449 
Mary  Adeline  (nee  Bryan),  |  (9 
Mary  Elizabeth,  449 
Pittman,  449 
Robert  Aldcrson,  4  J9 
Rosa,  448 

Sadie  Gold  (nee  Haddocks),  149 
Samuel  Edward,  449 
Sidney  Bryan,  440 
Wuiri:,  Andrew,  439 

Frances  (nee  Clarke),  439 
Mary  Ann,  439 
WniTKHHAD,  Anna  Etta,  421 
Eliza  (nee  Grey),  421 
Emma,  422 
Eugene,  421 
Eugene  T.,  421 
Gertrude,  421 
Hardeman,  |22 
Ida,  421 
Irene,  1 2 1 
Jacob,  421 
Jake,  421 
Janny,  122 
Joseph,  421 

Katherine  (nee  Shields),  421 
Laudon,  421 

Lizzie  (nee  Lawrence),  421 

Mary  (nee  White),  421 

Reuben  Higgs,  422 

Rosa,  421 

Rosina,  422 

Sadie,  421 

Sarah,  421 

Sarah  (nee  Higgs),  421,  422 
William,  421,  422 
Whit  murk,  Family,  431 

Amelia  (nee  Scarboro),  431 
Henry  B.,  431 
Margaret  A.,  431 
Randal,  431 

Sadie  (nee  Hollingsworth),  431 
Wiggins,  Pamelia,  41b 
Wilcox  (Dr  ),  434 
Wii.miK,  Anne,  413 
Edward,  413 
Eleanor,  413 
Elizabeth,  413 
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HIE  FAMILY  OF  HIGGS 


Wilder,  John,  413 
Martha,  413 
Moses  H.  (Rev.),  413 
Thomas,  413 

Wilks,  Mary  (nee  Higgs),  41(1 
Williams,  Family,  415 
Annie  Pittman,  420 
C  harles  Augustus,  420 
Kdward  Sutherlin,  432,  436 
Kdward  Sutherlin  (ii),  432,  43O  (Portrait) 
Fssie,  420 

George  C  arlyle,  420 
Helen  Tunis,  420 
John  Richard,  420 
Lota,  420 

Martha  Frances,  420 
Morris  J  .,  451 

Novella  Higgs  (nee  Moyc),  432,  43G  (Por¬ 
trait) 

Pattie,  420 


Williams,  Rosalie,  420 
'Thomas  Wiley,  420 
Walter,  420 
William  Josie,  420 
W.  Richard,  420 
William  Richard  Thomas,  420 
William  Richard  Thomas  (ii),  420 
Wilson,  Louis  Dickens  (General),  (28 
Winstead,  Flizabeth  (nee  Higgs),  447 
Hamner,  W.,  447 
Womack,  Mary,  434 
Nathan,  434 

Woodward,  C  harles  Floyd  (Dr.),  430 
C  harles  Floyd  (ii),  430 
Frances  Sherwood  (nee  Higgs),  \^<> 


Young,  Felecia,  431 

John,  41b,  418,  431 
Mary  (nee  Higgs),  41(1 
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